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Some  men  have  a  hobby  and  seek  to  ride  it  to  death. 
Such  is  the  case  with  Bro.  Moore,  of  the  Oincinnali  Review. 
He  has  been  laboring  for  years  to  destroy  the  universality  of 
Masonry,  and  to  keep  without  its  pale  all  who  are  not  Chris- 
tians, and  indeed  many  who  claim  to  be  Christians  but  can- 
not subscribe  to  certain  articles  of  faith,  which  he  entertains. 
Such  would  practically  be  the  result  of  his  views,  if  they 
were  adopted. 

Pernicious  as  we  believe  the  opinions  of  our  Brother  to  be, 
still  more  pernicious  is  the  spirit  which  he  manifests  in  advo- 
cating them.  He  is  egotistical  and  censorious,  and  displays 
but  little  of  that  saving  virtue — charity — which  "  covers  a 
multitude  of  sins."  He  has  latterly  been  engaged  in  a  con- 
troversy with  Brother  Hyneman,  who  is  a  kind  and  courteous 
gentleman,  and  whose  opinions  are  entitled  to  confidence  and 
respect.  Yet  Brother  Moore  has  seen  fit  to  display  the  same 
unenviable  spirit  toward  the  editor  of  the  Mirror  and  Keystone. 
It  is  with  regret  that  wo  see  anything  of  this  kind.  Contro- 
versy we  do  not  object  to,  but  it  should  be  carried  on,  espe- 
cially among  Masons,  in  a  friendly  spirit.  Otherwise,  it  is 
not  only  a  positive  injury  to  the  individuals  engaged,  but  it 
brings  reproach  upon  the  Institution. 

On  the  controversy  in  question,  Bro.  Rob.  Morris  has 
published  the  following  lines,  which  we  think  were  injudi- 
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cious.    Brother  Hyneman  takes  exception  to  them,  and  with 
some  jastice. 

An  argament  has  been  kept  hot  and  hammered  lustily  be- 
tween Bros.  G.  Moore  and  Hyneman,  for  some  month  past, 
in  relation  to  the  universality  of  Masonry.  Both  have  lost 
their  tempers,  owing  to  the  sparks  getting  into  their  eyes, 
and  both  have  put  hard  language  to  improper  uses.  The 
twain  look  at  the  subject  from  precisely  different  points  of 
view, — Brother  H.  being  a  devoted  Jew,  and  Bro.  M.  an 
ardent  Christian.  It  is  difficult  to  make  converts  under  these 
circumstances,  although  both  the  debatants  have  tried  fairly 
enough. — The  Voice  of  Masonry, 

Of  the  above  quotation  Brother  Hyneman  says : 

We  copy  the  above  from  the  pen  of  Rob.  Morris,  Grand 
Master  of  Kentucky.  We  do  not  envy  the  spirit  in  which  it 
was  written.  We  publish  it  in  order  that  it  may  have  a 
much  wider  publicity  than  he  can  give  it,  and  aid  him  so  far 
in  gaining  his  object.  It  must  not  be  considered,  however, 
that  we  are  deficient  in  perception,  because  we  publish  the 
article  in  our  columns.  To  the  casual  reader  its  significance 
may  not  appear,  but — it  was  evidently  written  to  accomplish 
a  certain  purpose.  We  believe  the  day  has  gone  by,  when 
those  who  read  Masonic  publications  can  be  prejudiced 
against  others  on  account  of  the  religion  which  they  profess, 
even  if  instigated  by  a  Grand  Master.  We  write  this,  not  in 
anger, — ^nay, — we  feel  humiliated  that  a  Grand  Master  in 
this  age  of  light  and  knowledge,  has  attempted  to  evoke  the 
spirit  of  the  dark  ages  to  influence  the  passions  and  arouse 
the  demon  of  prejudice  and  hate.  In  regard  to  the  opinions 
expressed  by  the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,  that  we  lost 
our  temper  in  the  controversy  with  Bro.  Moore,  we  not  only 
say  that  this  is  a  gratuitous  assumption,  but  that  the  great 
mass  of  our  readers  failed  to  discover  any  such  exhibition  of 
feeling  on  our  part.  But — something  must  be  said  to  intro- 
duce to  the  notice  of  his  readers  that  we  are  '^  a  devoted 
Jew."  We  will  only  remark  that  the  term  "  Jew  "  person- 
ally applied  to  an  Israelite,  is  never  used  by  a  gentleman. 
Those  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  us  will  hardly 
agree  with  the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky  that  we  are  ^^  a 
devoted  Jew,"  and  if  we  were,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  "  de- 
voted^^^  we  have  yet  to  learn  that  that  of  itself  is  a  cause  of 
reproach.  But  we  will  ask  the  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky, 
did  he  learn  through  the  columns  of  our  publication  that  we 
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irere  a  Jew  ?  or  an  Israelite  ?  We  defy  him  to  point  to  a 
single  sentiment  written  by  us  in  our  Masonic  character 
marking  our  religious  faith.  We  publish  a  Masonic  Journal, 
and  it  is  no  concern  of  our  readers  what  religion  we  profess, 
any  more  than  it  is  ours  to  know  that  of  our  readers.  As 
the  publishers  of  a  Masonic  Journal  we  have  always  been 
careful  not  to  obtrude  our  religious  views  before  our  readers, 
and  we  have  never  inquired  into  those  of  our  cotemporaries, 
nor  indeed  any  other  persons.  We  do  not  know  and  do  not 
care  to  know  what  creed  Bro.  Morris  professes,  nor  what 
church  he  is  a  member  of.  We  avow  our  belief  in  God,  that 
is  a  Masonic  requirement,  and  in  accordance  with  Masonic 
teachings  endeavor  to  live  so  that  when  we  shall  cast  off  this 
corruptible  body,  the  acting,  thinking,  living  soul  shall  not 
be  encrusted  with  selfishness  or  any  other  vice.  All  our 
writings  have  had  this  end  in  view,  viz. :  to  teach  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  Masonry,  which  are  those  which  religion 
requires. 

We  will  close  this  subject  by  remarking  that  in  our  edi- 
torial career  we  have  always  greeted  the  editorial  craft  in  all 
new  enterprises  which  have  been  projected,  with  a  welcome 
and  cordiality  of  feeling,  to  which  some  of  our  cotemporaries 
are  a  stranger,  and  always  commended  a  hearty  support  to 
lighten  and  cheer  the  editor  in  his  undertaking.  We  have 
always  desired  and  shown  the  proper  disposition  to  work  in 
harmony  with  our  editorial  brethren.  We  all  ought  to  have 
one  object  in  view,  to  disseminate  correct  Masonic  informa- 
tion, and  in  cooperating  for  such  purpose  we  best  promote 
the  interest  of  the  Graft,  and  our  teachings  exercise  the 
proper  influence.  Our  t&^  will  always  be  found  ready  to 
grasp  in  kindly  embrace  those  who  labor  to  benefit  and  im- 
prove the  members  of  our  time  honored  Institution. 

We  can  cheerfully  endorse  the  words  of  Brother  Hyneman 
as  to  his  paper.  He  has  never  obtruded  his  peculiar  religious 
views  before  his  readers,  and  from  it  we  had  never  gained  the 
remotest  idea  of  his  sectarian  views.  We  cheerfully  bear 
witness,  too,  to  his  courtesy  to  his  editorial  Brethren ;  and 
we  should  feel  a  deep  regret  if  we  thought  his  publication 
would  be  injured  by  the  fact  that  he  belonged  to  this  or  that 
religious  denomination.  But  we  have  no  fears  of  this  kind; 
Idasons  are  too  liberal,  and  too  true  to  the  teachings  of  our 
Institution,  to  be  influenced  by  so  unworthy  motives. 
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Before  closing  this  article,  a  sense  of  duty  compels  as  to 
cite  some  other  instances  of  a  want  of  Masonic  courtesy  which 
cannot  be  too  severely  condemned.  Brother  Brennan,  of  the 
American  Freemason^  strives  hard  to  write  in  a  bitter  spirit. 
We  quote  from  his  April  No. 

Edicts. — The  decisions  of  a  Grand  Lodge  are  commonly 
called  '^  Edicts;"  and  Freemasons  in  America  obligate  them- 
selves to  abide  by  such,  and  obey  them.  But  it  has,  up  to 
within  a  few  months  ago,  remained  for  a  Grand  Master  in 
this  country  to  issue  his  "  Edict,"  unsupported  by  the  power 
that  could  compel  obedience  to  it. 

Brother  J.  K.  Hartsock,  present  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  has  concluded  to  write  his  name  as 
that  Grand  Master,  high  upon  the  roll  of  absurdity  and  ego- 
tistic sophism.  In  his  little  publication  called  the  Western 
Freemason^  of  February  last,  we  find  the  following  bombasti- 
cal  effusion  : 

[Here  follows  the  edict,  accompanied  by  the  following  com- 
ments of  Bro.  B.] 

He  understands  the  words  "  promptly  dealt  with,"  to  mean 
the  deposition  of  the  recusant  Master  and  the  arrest  of  his 
jewel.  Absolutely !  The  Grand  Lodge^  at  the  instigation 
of  a  man — who  had  he  been  "  elected  to  stay  at  home^^^  wotUd 
have  served  Masonry  far  better  than  seriding  him  to  thut 
Ghrand  Lodge — passes  a  law  ridiculous  and  absurd^  inasmuch 
as  it  commands  men  to  force  others  either  to  associate  with 
them — a  thing  repugnant  to  every  sense  of  free  or  social 
intercourse,  or  to  pay  tithes  for  refusing  to  do  so-^and  then 
the  Grand  Master  explains  for  that  Grand  Lodge  what  the 
words  "  promptly  dealt  with  "  mean. 

We  do  not  object  to  our  Brother's  differing  with  the  Grand 
Master  of  Iowa;  we  do  not  object  to  his  expressing  his 
views.  But  we  ask  any  candid  reader,  is  it  proper  to  apply 
such  terms  as  those  given  above  to  any  high  Masonic  func- 
tionary ?  Who  is  it  that  thus  speaks  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  Iowa  ?  J.  F.  Brennan.  And  who,  pray,  is  J.  F.  Bren- 
nan,  who  thus  arrogates  to  himself  the  right  to  read  lectures 
to  a  Grand  Master  ?  He  may  be  a  respectable  printer ;  he 
probably  is  ;  but  we  have  never  seen  any  evidence  that  he 
ever  displayed  any  knowledge  of  Masonry,  or  received  any 


THE   ASHLAB.  441 

honors  from  the  hands  of  the  Graft,  which  would  warrant 
him  in  assuming  a  dictatorial  tone,  or  applying  terms  of  con- 
tempt to  a  worthy  Brother,  whom  the  Fraternity  of  Iowa  have 
thought  worthy  to  be  elected  their  Grand  Master.  We 
would  recommend  to  Brother  Brennan  to  study  the  principles 
of  our  time  honored  Order  more  attentively ;  and  we  trust 
Brethren  will  discountenance  such  objectionable  effusions  as 
he  has  recently  seen  fit  to  publish  in  the  American  Free- 
mason. 


APPEAL  FROM   THE    GRAND   MASTER. 


A  TEAR  ago  last  October,  an  appeal  was  taken  and  allowed 

from  the  Orand  Master  of  Illinois  to  the  Grand  Lodge.     We 

thought  it  wrong  at  the  time,  and  we  have  not  seen  any 

reason  to  change  our  opinion.    The  following  remarks  of  the 

Committee  on  P.  C.  of  Vermont,  tally  exactly  with  our  own 

views: 

We  had  hoped  that  a  whole  year  of  reflection  and  research 
would  have  convinced  our  brethren  in  Illinois  that  there  is  no 
'^  right  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master 
ruling  a  motion  out  of  order ;"  but  they  seem  rather  to  be 
confirmed  in  their  opinion,  and  quote  the  able  argument  of 
Brother  Abell,  of  California,  in  their  behalf,  with  entire 
approval.  Tour  committee  can  neither  indorse  the  opinion 
nor  the  argument,  believing  the  true  doctrine  to  be  that, 
under  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order  as  the  rule  and 
guide  of  his  acts^  the  Master  is  absolute,  in  the  East,  and 
that  no  appeal  can  be  taken  from  his  decision.  The  dispo- 
sition to  popularize  and  soften  down  the  distinguishing  fea- 
tures of  Ancient  Freemasonry,  to  suit  the  whims  and  caprices 
of  this  progressive  age,  we  protest  against,  and  we  can  con- 
ceive of  no  effect  which  will  more  certainly  follow  a  cause, 
than  that  of  anarchy  and  confusion  among  the  craftsmen  at 
work  upon  the  Temple,  from  destroying  the  controlling 
power  of  the  Master  builder.  Say  it  is  despotism,  and  char- 
acterize it  as  despotic  power,  if  you  please,  it  is  yet  a  des- 
potism whose  ruling  principle  is  love,  and  which  in  the  lapse 
of  ages  has  infringed  no  brother's  right  and  trampled  on  no 
Masonic  law. 
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HYMN    OF    TGGDBASILL,    THE    TREE    OF    THE 

WORLD. 

[ZtUtun,] 

Ye  children  of  Time  I  je  men  of  earth ! 
Would  je  see  the  Mother  who  gare  yon  birth  ? 
Then  tnm  ye  your  eyes  to  the  northern  sky, 
Where  the  Bow  of  Heaven  gleams  bright  on  high; 
For  that  Bow 's  a  Root  of  the  Mother-Tree 
Which  riseth  and  bloometh  eternally — 
The  Tree  of  Life,  which  shall  ware  o'er  all, 
Till  the  stars  shall  fade,  and  the  world  shall  fall ! 

That  tree  is  the  wondrons  Yggdrasill ! 
Far  spread  its  boughs  and  the  wide  world  fill ; 
Beneath  them,  in  changeful  whirl  and  flow, 
All  erents,  men  and  ages  come  and  go  1 
And  no  mortal  eye  saw  that  root  shoot  out ; 
For  long  ere  the  seasons  began  their  route. 
The  mystic  branches  did  rise  and  swell, 
All  fresh  and  green,  by  the  sacred  well. 

The  Tree's  other  name  is  Time — old  Time! 

Its  foliage  spreads  o'er  every  clime ! 

There  is  no  Event,  no  Thing,  no  Art, 

But  springs  from  the  deeps  of  its  fruitful  heart 

And  how  strange !  O  strange  1  that  it  still  is  seen 

As  erst  it  arose,  all  as  fair  and  green ; 

It  hath  not  faded,  that  Holy  Tree, 

But  waves  through  the  ages  its  branches  free. 

Though  old  it  hath  grown,  its  branches  fair 
Are  kept  all  green  by  the  Noma's  care ; 
Its  foliage  spreads,  but  it  withers  not ; 
It  may  fall  to  the  ground,  but  dieth  not: 
Yet  no  mortal  man  can  with  justness  say, 
How  dismal  the  fate  it  will  meet  one  day ; 
For  't  will  not  stand  everlastingly — 
It  will  fade  and  die,  that  celestial  Tree. 

Draw  near,  sons  of  Time !  hear  the  Ash  Tree  sigh  I 
Four  snow-white  stags,*  in  its  branches  hig^. 
Through  every  age  unceasingly. 
Gnaw  the  bark  from  the  sides  of  th'  afflicted  Tree ; 


•  Ths  four  winds  of  heavtHy  or,  more  propwlj,  the  four  nMoni,  wfaleh,  as  thej  roll,  oon* 
ram«  the  enargiee  of  Nature,  and  horrj  all  forward  to  the  day  of  floal  doom. 
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They  destroy  each  shoot,  and  the  fibres  small, 
The  forth^pringing  bnds,  and  the  leares  and  all ; 
And  thus,  throogh  tinae,  those  white  stags  will 
Consume  the  rerdare  of  Yggdrasill ! 

The  Tree  of  the  World  more  ills  shall  know; 
"For  e'er  on  its  roots  preys  a  dreadful  foe — 
The  Dragon  Nid-H6gr,  with  his  serpent  train, 
Who  shall  ¥rar  with  the  gods,  and  not  in  rain ; 
And  the  Ash  itself  shall  grow  old  and  frail. 
And  all  np  its  sides  shall  the  gray  moss  trail ; 
And  the  sap  shall  sink  from  the  branches  tall. 
And  alaa  I  the  wondrons  tree  will  &11. 

Hear  ye  the  mysterions,  mighty  tone, 

Which  thnnders  ont  from  the  Eagle's  throne. 

And  swells  as  a  hymn  with  a  wondrous  trill, 

Through  the  far-spreading  top  of  YggdrasilL 

Ratosk,  the  mystic  squirrel,  springs 

Along  the  old  boughs,  and  the  cadence  brings 

Adown  to  the  cares  by  Urda's  well, 

Where  the  spirits  light  and  the  Nomas  dwelt    - 

The  Eagle  doth  sing  of  that  old  Tree ! 

Of  its  age,  and  its  dismal  destiny ; 

And  that,  when  its  time-withered  trunk  shall  fall, 

It  will  crush  the  infernal  races  all, 

And  destroy  that  snake,  from  whose  mouth  do  flow 

The  streams  of  vice  and  of  human  woe ; 

But  the  Ash  itself  will  be  withered  quite. 

Before  shall  come  the  predicted  night 

Te  men  of  Earth  1  will  ye  stand  and  fight 
In  the  ranks  of  the  dreadful  Sons  of  Night  ? 
Will  ye  strive  'gainst  the  gods  who  govern  all  ? 
And  your  Mother  grieve,  and  hasten  her  fall  ? 
Will  ye,  by  your  vices,  seek  to  prolong 
The  sinful  life  of  the  Giant-throng  f 
And  with  them  in  impions  strife  will  ye  try 
To  storm  the  heavens,  and  the  gods  defy  ! 

Pight  on !  fight  on  I  with  th'  infernal  bands ! 
Ye  ihall  die !  ye  shall  die  I  by  each  other's  hands. 
The  avenger  comes  I  and  the  day  of  doom ! — 
The  fire-clad  thunders  shall  furrow  the  gloom ; 
The  heavens  shall  split,  and  the  stars  shall  pale, 
And  the  Ash  shall  shake,  as  though  moved  by  a  gale. 
And  that  sacred  Tree  when  it  comes  to  fall, 
In  endless  night  will  entomb  ye  all ! 
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THE    6BAND    CHAPTEB    OF    MISSISSIPPI    SUS- 
TAINS   THE    G.    C.    OF    MICH. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  report  made  by  a  special 
committee  to  the  G.  C.  of  Mississippi^  in  January  last,  and 
which  was  adopted  by  that  body  : 

"  So  much  for  the  history  of  the  G.  G.  Chapter  ;  and  as  far 
as  this  Committee  has  knowledge,  of  the  action  of  the  G. 
Chapters  in  favor  of  its  dissolution.  Other  Grand  Chapters 
may  have  taken  like  positions,  but  the  Committee  have  not 
been  favored  with  their  proceedings. 

"  To  understand  whether  it  be  expedient  or  not  to  continue 
the  existence  of  a  society  or  organization,  it  is  well  to  look 
at  the  past  history  of  its  acts  and  examine  into  its  power  and 
the  probabilities  for  its  exercise  for  good  or  .evil  for  the 
future. 

"  The  original  purpose  of  the  creation  of  the  body  under 
consideration  as  a  Grand  Chapter,  no  doubt  was  good,  nor 
would  we  dispute  that  its  action  was  beneficial  in  extending 
its  jurisdiction  over  unoccupied  R.  A.  territory ;  but  beyond 
this  we  know  of  no  positive  good  which  it  has  done,  either  by 
its  legislation,  wisdom  or  example  ;  and  whatever  may  have 
been  the  utility,  real  or  apparent,  of  its  original  organization, 
now  that  B.  A.  Masonry  has  become  so  extended  and  so 
many  Grand  Chapters  established,  none  at  the  present  day 
exists.  It  has  never  been  enabled  to  establish  a  uniform 
mode  of  work  among  its  Subordinates,  nor  has  its  own  work 
been  remarked  otherwise  than  for  its  singular  form — its 
becmty  has  never  attracted  attention.  Having  no  positive 
virtues,  has  it  been  wholly  negative  in  its  character  ?  We 
cannot  say  that  it  has  done  any  great  evil.  It  has,  in  one 
case  at  least,  violated  its  own  Constitution,  in  requiring  Car- 
roUton  Chapter,  in  this  State,  to  pay  dues  to  the  Q.  G.  Chap- 
ter after  the  establishment  of  this  G.  Chapter,  and,  but  re- 
cently, its  G.  G.  High  Priest  invaded  the  jurisdiction  of 
Michigan,  and  declared  a  Charter  issued  by  the  Grand  Chap- 
er  a  nullity,  and  its  Exalted  no  B.  A.  Masons.    Of  course 
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the  O.  Chapter  of  Michigan  treated  the  mandate  with  con- 
tempt, and  directed  its  Subordinates  to  pay  no  attention  to 
its  directions.  We  are  not  aware  that  it  has  ever  been  the 
means  of  producing  harmony,  while  we  thus  see  that  it  has 
the  power  and  the  will  to  create  discord,  bj  its  usurpations. 
If,  however,  it  may  have  at  any  time  exercised  its  influence  or 
authority  in  quelling  disturbances  between  Grand  bodies,  the 
time  for  that  action  has  passed  away ;  for  harmony  between 
such  bodies  can  only  be  disturbed  by  questions  of  jurisdiction, 
and  the  law  touching  that  subject  is,  at  this  day,  too  well 
settled  and  known  for  such  conflicts  again  to  occur. 

<^  But  it  is  hardly  worth  while  for  the  Committee  to  attempt 
to  establish  a  character  of  a  body  which  has  so  little.  We 
will  make  a  suggestion,  however,  that  though  it  has,  with  the 
above  mentioned  exception,  proved  itself  heretofore  only  a 
^  King  Log,'  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  it  will  remain  so. 
The  recent  effort  made  in  the  Paris  Congress,  to  introduce 
new  rules  and  regulations  on  a  subject  on  which  we  may  well 
feel  sensitive  in  this  latitude,  should  warn  us  in  time  to  avoid 
the  danger  by  a  destruction  of  the  only  instirument  by  which 
we  can  be  assailed.  Although  it  never  has  had  the  power  to 
produce  uniformity  of  work,  yet  it  has  the  dangerous  power 
to  create  this  fatal  discord. 

"  Some  years  ago  it  established,  or  pretended  to  establish,  a 
system  of  work.  At  the  following  triennial  meeting,  the 
Gen.  G.  High  Priest  decided  that  it  was  optional  with  the  G. 
and  Subordinate  Chapters  to  follow  that  work  or  not ;  and  at 
the  very  next  Convocation,  the  G.  G.  Chapter  decided  that  it 
had  never  adopted  any  system  of  work !  If  we  could  enter- 
tain any  reasonable  hope  that  the  future  would  produce 
higher  and  better  results;  that  the  G.  G.  Chapter  would 
exceed  as  much  in  wisdom  as  it  does  in  authority,  the  G. 
Chapters,  our  objections  might  be  weakened;  but  we  can 
perceive  no  such  promise,  and  we  have  thus  only  to  contem- 
plate future  evil,  or,  at  least,  to  expect  for  the  G.  G,  Chap- 
ter a  useless  but  expensive  existence. 

"  In  the  language  of  the  M.  E.  High  Priest  of  Indiana : 
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We  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  G.  G.  Chapter  has  now 
fulfilled  its  mission  ;  there  is  nothing  she  has  to  do,  but  what 
can  be  done  more  readily,  and  by  far  less  expense,  by  the 
State  Grand  Chapters,  and  the  sooner  she  dissolves  her 
organization,  and  thereby  relieves  the  Craft  of  the  burden  of 
her  support,  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  harmony  of  the  Graft 
generally. 

^^  Such  too,  is  the  thought  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  dissolving  its  connection  with  the  G.  G.  Chapter: 

•  •  •  •  if  it  has  ever  accomplished  any  good  for  the 
Eoyal  Craft,  (which  they  very  much  doubt,)  that  it  has  ac- 
complished its  mission,  and  it  is  better  that  it  dissolve. 

'^  The  G.  H.  P.  of  Alabama,  Comp.  Clopton,  says,  in  his 

Annual  Address : 

Tour  Committee  on  For.  Cor.,  at  your  last  Convocation, 
discussed  the  inefiectual  attempt  of  the  General  G.  Chapter 
to  attain  uniformity  of  work.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  in  this  matter,  which  has  been  regarded  by  some,  the 
primary  design  of  its  organization,  the  action  should  have 
been  so  inefficient.  I  forbear  to  make  any  comments  upon 
such  a  course,  except  to  remark,  that  it  furnishes  its  oppo- 
nents with  an  additional  argument  against  its  future  ex- 
istence. 

"  We  extract  the  following  from  the  Report  of  the  Select 
Committee  of  the  G.  Chapter  of  Ohio,  as  a  summing  up  of 
our  own  opinions,  which  we  have  above  expressed,  not  how- 
ever committing  ourselves  to,  but  opposing  any  idea  of  rebel- 
lion against  the  authority  of  the  G.  G.  Chapter : 

But  your  committee  believe  that,  instead  of  patching  up 
the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  making  efforts  to  perpetuate 
its  existence,  this  Grand  Chapter  will  consult  its  own  dignity 
and  the  benefit  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  our  State,  by 
withdrawing  whatever  allegiance  we  may  owe  to,  and  sever- 
ing any  connection  with  the  General  Grand  body :  and  your 
Committee  think  so  for  the  following,  among  many  other 
reasons : 

1.  It  is  a  new  feature  in  Masonic  government,  not  recog- 
nized by,  nor  congenial  with,  the  nature  and  spirit  of  Ancient 
Freemasonry. 

2.  It  is  of  no  use  noWy  whatever  it  may  have  been  at  an 
earlier  day.    The  object  sought  by  its  organization  was 
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uniformity ;  but  the  only  unifonnitj  it  has  introduced,  is  in 
the  promulgation  of  degrees  unknown  to  Masonry  until  near 
the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  in  requiring  pre-requisites  for 
the  Royal  Arch  which  were  never  exacted  until  then,  and 
which  are  not  essential  to  the  full  and  proper  development  of 
every  thing  that  is  valuable  in  Masonry. 

3.  Its  assumptions  of  power  are  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
treme :  while  it  has  declined  to  even  hear  a  complaint  from 
New  York,  it  has  undertaken  to  adjust  one  in  Michigan  on  an 
ex  parte  statement;  and  not  only  declares  that  a  Chapter 
working  under  a  Charter  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michi- 
gan is  not  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  but  that  the  work  it  has 
done  is  no  work  at  all,  and  its  members  are  not  Royal  Arch 
Masons!  Thus  it  is  not  only  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  Order,  but  to  the  very,  existence  of  our 
organization ;  what  has  been  done  in  Michigan,  may  be  done 
in  Ohio. 

4.  We  receive  no  return  for  the  expenditure  necessarily 
incurred  by  ns  in  perpetuating  our  present  relations  with  that 
body  ;  and  from  the  time  we  first  unfortunately  acknowledged 
its  supremacy,  to  the  present  moment,  your  Committee  are 
not  aware  that  the  General  Grand  Chapter  has  been  of  the 
slightest  benefit  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Ohio— or  else- 
where. 

"  For  these,  and  other  reasons,  your  Committee  present  the 

following  resolution  for  x^onsideration  and  adoption,  by  the 

G.  Chapter : 

Rnolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  the  Q.  G.  Chapter  shonld 
be  dissolved,  or  that  this  Grand  Chapter  shonld  take  measures  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  General  G.  Chapter  to  its  withdrawal  from  that  jarisdiction,  and 
that  our  delegates  be  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  carry  out  these  riews. 

^^All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  p.  Mellen, 
Charles  Eopperl, 
Wm.  Cothban." 


^•m 


The  true  Mason  is  content  to  labor  during  the  hour  of  toil, 
assured  that  his  compensation  will  be  ample  and  certain.  His 
ambition  is  to  excel  as  a  workman,  and  produce  such  speci- 
mens of  his  skill  as  will  entitle  him  to  the  promised  reward 
— to  be  useful^  rather  than  to  shine. 
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J.  WHAT   IS   MASONRY  DOING? 


[From  the  Masonic  Rerlew.] 

But  the  question  comes  back, — what  shall  be  the  future  of 
Masonry?  Shall  it  be  useful,  beneficent,  and  glorious?  or 
degraded,  corrupting,  and  dangerous?  Answer,  ye  Grand 
Masters,  ye  Grand  Lodges,  ye  active  Masters,  ye  men  of 
intellectual  and  moral  power  who  surround  our  altars,  and 
ye  who  give  tone  and  character  to  our  masonic  literature ! 
Its  destiny  is  in  your  keeping ;  its  future  will  be  what  you 
make  it ;  its  achievements  in  coming  years  will  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  life-giving  energy  which  you  impart  to  it ;  and  it 
will  be  a  curse  or  a  blessing  to  your  children  and  children's 
children,  as  you  may  give  tone  to  its  spirit  and  direction  to 
its  efforts.  It  cannot  be  a  mere  negation  ;  when  its  health- 
ful streams  shall  stagnate,  they  will  become  corrupt;  and 
when  it  ceases  to  do  good,  it  will  begin  to  do  evil.  It  is  a 
fearful  responsibility  that  rests  on  us  in  this  behalf.  We 
have  voluntarily  put  on  an  armor,  in  which  we  may  do  glo- 
rious battle  with  moral  and  social  evil ;  or,  failing  to  use  it 
for  such  purpose,  it  will  crush  the  wearers !  We  may  project, 
through  coming  years,  along  the  pathway  of  Masonry,  a 
light  to  guide  her  to  usefulness  and  renown.  We  may  clothe 
her  in  robes  of  charity,  and  arm  her  with  instrumentalities 
for  good,  and  make  her  an  "angel  of  light"  to  suffering  and 
down-trodden  humanity ;  or  we  may  make  her  a  reproach  and  a 
by-word — hated  and  detested !     Which  shall  we  do  ? 

How  shall  wo  affect  the  future  of  Masonry  for  good,  and 
wield  its  power  for  the  common  benefit  of  humanity  ?  How 
shall  we  make  Masonry  useful,  honored,  glorious, — the  cement 
of  society,  the  bond  of  the  Union,  the  support  of  goodness, 
a  blessing  to  all  ?  The  present  is  a  utilitarian  age  ;  tiseftd- 
ness  is  the  criterion  by  which  every  thing  is  judged ;  and 
that  which  does  not  commend  itself  to  popular  favor  by  proof 
of  its  being  a  benefit^  in  some  respect,  cannot  long  survive. 
And  this  is  as  true  of  Masonry  as  of  every  other  organization 
or  enterprise.    It  is  too  late  in  the  world's  history  to  maintain 
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Masonry  for  mere  amusement,  or  to  make  venerable  ladies 
stare  and  children  wonder.  Masonry  must  be  practical^  if 
it  would  be  popular ;  it  must  have  vitality — energy ;  it  must 
do  something,  and  the  results  of  its  labors  must  commend  it, 
not  to  its  members  only,  but  to  society  at  large.  All  must 
be  convinced  that  it  is  good  in  itself,  and  beneficial  to  man, 
or  its  members  will  grow  lukewarm  in  its  cause,  and  the 
public  will  leave  it  to  die  of  utter  neglect. 

There  are  at  present  vast  numbers  of  Masons,  scattered 
everywhere  over  the  land,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  Order 
is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  its  members.  With  such 
numbers — such  means — such  influence — ^such  elements  of 
power,  society  at  large  will  expect  corresponding  fruits. 
As  water  stagnates  if  it  does  not  move,  so  Masonry  will  lose 
its  vitality  if  it  is  not  in  action :  something  must  be  ctccont' 
pUshed,  or  paralysis  will  ensue  from  inactivity. 

With  from  two  to  three  hundred  thousand  members  in  the 
United  States,  what  is  Masonry  doing  ?•♦•••• 
What  have  we  done  to  enlighten  and  elevate  humanity — ^to 
cultivate  the  mind  and  improve  the  heart  7  What  are  we 
doing  to  disseminate  knowledge  among  ourselves — masonic 
knowledge  ?  With  all  our  numbers,  and  all  our  means,  is 
society  at  large  any  better  for  our  organization  ?  We  cannot 
live  for  ourselves  alone,  connected  as  we  are  with  those 
around  us  ;  '^  every  human  being  has  a  claim  upon  us,"  is  the 
language  of  our  charges ;  shall  we  respond  to  those  claims, 
or  suffer  the  penalty  which  nature  inflicts  for  disobedience  7 


i~.^*--«i 


Truth. — The  name  of  God  must  be  taken  in  Freemasonry 
as  symbolical  of  truth,  and  then  the  search  for  it  will  be 
nothing  else  but  the  search  after  truth,  the  true  end  and  aim 
of  the  masonic  science.  The  subordinate  names  are  the  sub- 
ordinate modifications  of  truth,  but  the  ineffable  tetragram- 
maton  will  be  the  sublimity  and  perfection  of  Divine  Truth. 
This  is  what  all  are,  or  should  be,  seeking  for. 
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GRAND    LODGE    OF    THE    THBEE    GLOBES. 


We  take  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  regard  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes, 
of  Prussia : 

^^A  list  of  all  the  Lodges  under  that  jurisdiction,  being  91  in 
number,  is  given,  with  an  account  of  the  situation,  doings 
and  prospects  of  each,  which  affords  matter  of  much  interest, 
and  we  would  gladly  transfer  it  to  these  pages,  but  can  only 
indulge  ourselves  in  this  privilege  as  to  the  first  and  last. 
^  The  Union  Lodge'  No.  1,  located  at  Berlin,  is  the  oldest 
Daughter  Lodge,  and  celebrated  its  centennial  anniversary 
on  the  19th  of  December,  1854,  at  which  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  the  brethren  and  dignitaries  of  the  Order. 
There  had  been  sixteen  entered,  and  twenty-five  passed  dur- 
ing the  year.  ^  To  the  Star  of  John  Lodge,'  No.  91,  located 
at  Zielenzig,  is  the  last  on  the  registry.  Its  labors,  in  which 
brethren  from  far  and  near  have  participated,  have  been 
characterized  in  word  and  deed  by  the  true  Masonic  spirit. 
Speeches  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  Craft  have  been  often 
made.  The  finances  are  in  a  prosperous  condition ;  the  poor 
have  been  essentially  aided  in  many  respects,  ^especially 
have  soups  been  divided  among  them,  and  on  Christmas 
twelve  poor  children  were  newly  clad  and  otherwise  aided.' 

^^  A  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1855,  by  the  M.  W.  Bro.  Messerschmidt,  Grand 
Master.  The  protocol  before  us  presents  the  following  sub- 
jects as  having  occupied  the  attention  of  that  body  at  its  then 
present  session : 

^^1.  An  address  from  the  Grand  Masters  and  Deputy  Grand 
Masters  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges,  presented  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  brotherhood,  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Most 
Serene  Protector,  on  the  2nd  of  February  previous,  which 
was  received  and  replied  to  by  him  with  kindness,  cordiality, 
and  most  fraternal  tokens  of  reciprocal  regard. 
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^^  2.  A  communication  from  the  Most  Seren6  Protector,  that 
he  had  made  known  to  His  Majesty  the  King,  the  unanimous 
conclusion  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges  at  Berlin,  to  protest 
against  the  act  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium,  in  putting 
forth  maxims  which  were  contrary  to  the  principles  of  uni- 
yersal  Freemasonry.  These  maxims  were  presented  in  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Belgium,  at  their  conference  on  the  24th  of 
June,  1854,  and  were  approved  on  the  21st  of  October  of 
that  year.  In  consequence  whereof,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Three  Globes  passed  an  edict  of  non-intercourse  with  the 
above  named  Grand  Orient  and  the  Lodges  under  the  same. 
It  is  not  stated  in  the  protocol  before  us  what  these  maxims 
are ;  but  from  another  source,  we  learn  that  they  involve  a 
repeal  of  the  ordinance  which  prohibited  the  discussion  of 
political  and  religious  questions  in  the  Lodges,  declaring  that 
such  a  regulation  was  simply  one  of  expediency,  and  not 
necessarily  a  fundamental  law,  and  it  has  actually  recom- 
mended to  its  subordinates  the  encouragement  of  such  dis- 
cussions. 

"  We  are  glad  to  see  the  promptness  with  which  our  brethren 
of  Berlin  seize  the  opportunity  to  condemn  this  plain  infrac- 
tion of  the  fundamental  landmarks  of  the  Order.  Their  ac- 
tion is  the  more  praiseworthy,  because  they  themselves,  some 
eighteen  years  since,  took  a  position  on  one  of  these  topics 
quite  in  consonance  with  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Belgium,  which  they  now  so  heartily  condemn. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Netherlands,  at  the  Hague,  sent  a 
communication  to  the  three  Prussian  Grand  Lodges,  frater- 
nally requesting  them  to  admit  brethren  of  the  Jewish  faith 
to  their  Lodges — a  privilege  which,  it  seems,  they  were  then 
debarred.  The  Council  of  the  Grand  Master,  at  Berlin,  re- 
quested the  M.  W.  Protector,  (the  present  king  we  believe,) 
to  arrange  the  affair  with  the  Netherlands,  who  directed  a 
reply  to  be  made  by  *  the  Directorian,'  from  which  we  take 
the  following  sentences,  indicating  the  general  character  of 
the  reply :  '  A  brother  being  of  the  Mosaic  or  Mahommedcm 
faith  is  as  little  admissible  to  our  workj  as  a  brother  appren- 


452  THE  ASHLAR. 

tice  would  be  to  the  works  of  the  second  or  third  grade.  He 
mustlpe  of  the  Christian  faith  (without  distinction  of  creed^ 
if  he  wants  to  assist  in  any  workJ^ 

"  *  Tou,  M.  W.  Brethren,  give  ms  in  your  message  the 
brotherly  assurance  that  you  recognize  the  legality  of  our 
statute,  to  receive  only  Christians  in  the  Order ^  and  so  do  we 
give  you  herewith,  with  as  much  pleasure,  the  assurance  that 
we  also  respect  your  views,  and  do  not  dispute  your  right  to 
receive,  according  to  your  rules  and  rites,  men  of  other  con- 
fessions.' Like  circumstances  having  arisen  in  the  exclusion, 
by  the  Orand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes,  of  Brethren  of  the 
Israelitish  faith,  going  there  from  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York, 
a  letter  was  addressed  to  them  by  the  Grand  officers  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  remonstrating  against  this  secta- 
rian course ;  and  still  another  letter  was  written  by  Grand 
Master  Willard,  in  1847,  in  which  he  dwelt  with  eloquence  and 
directness  upon  the  impropriety  of  such  a  line  of  conduct.  The 
effect  of  which  seems  to  have  been  the  removal  of  this  unjust 
distinction,  and  we  have  not  since  heard  any  complaints  on 
this  subject  from  that  quarter.  The  Christian,  the  Jew  and 
the  Mahommedan,  alike  enjoy  their  fellowship  and  hospitality. 
We  repeat,  therefore,  that  it  is  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  we 
witness  the  readiness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three 
Globes  to  correct  so  great  a  departure  from  the  established 
usages  of  the  Graft,  as  evinced  in  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Belgium. 

"  8.  Is  a  letter  from  his  Royal  Highness  the  Protector,  ac- 
knowledging, in  behalf  of  Frederick  William,  the  receipt  of 
a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Lodges  in  his  States,  for  which 
he  returned  his  cordial  thanks,  with  renewed  assurances  of 
his  fraternal  regard  for  the  Masonic  Brotherhood. 

^^  There  are  other  matters  noticed  in  this  protocol,  among 
which  is  the  very  fraternal  review  of  the  report  of  this 
committee  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  1853,  and 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  M.  W.  Bro.  Walworth, 
in  relation  to  the  then  affairs  of  Masonry  in  our  jurisdiction, 
for  all  of  which  we  must  express  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. 
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"  The  following  statistical  facts  we  present  as  matters  of 
special  interest  to  the  Fraternity  of  the  United  States  : 

^^  The  number  of  Lodge  members  in  all  the  German  Lodges 
in  1852,  amounted  to  21,675,  of  whom  more  than  half, 
12,130,  belong  to  Lodges  in  Prussia,  and  they  are  classified 
as  follows :  Of  the  Princely  houses,  19 ;  in  the  learned  pro- 
fessions and  classes,  5,457 ;  judicial,  state  and  other  public 
officers,  8,256 ;  in  the  military,  1,280 ;  merchants,  book- 
sellers, music  dealers  and  manufacturers,  5,652;  artists, 
1,774;  foresters,  191;  miners,  194;  hotel  and  restaurant 
keepers,  888;  agents,  113;  farmers,  1,289;  students,  50; 
farriers,  44 ;  navigators  and  sailors,  129 ;  mechanics,  1,243 ; 
having  no  particukr  occupation,  713.  The  average  number 
in  each  German  Lodge  is  86  ;  but  there  are  11  Lodges  num- 
bering less  than  30,  and  10  numbering  more  than  200. 
Though  it  is  not  specially  stated  in  the  protocol,  we  believe 
there  are  9  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Germanic  States,  viz.:  Sax- 
ony, Hamburg,  Hanover,  the  Three  Globes,  Darmstadt,  Grand 
Landes  Lodge,  Eclectic  Union,  Royal  York,  and  Beyreuth. 
It  is  proposed  to  renew  these  statistical  tables  once  in  five 
years,  and  we  may  therefore  expect  them  again  the  present 
or  next  year." 


«<<■» 


BOBEBT    BUBNS. 


The  following,  taken  from  the  "  School  Days  of  Eminent 
Men,"  cannot  fail  to  interest  every  Mason: 

^^  Robert  Bums,  whom  his  countrymen  delight  to  honor  as 
the  Shakespeare  of  Scotland,  was  born  in  1759,  in  the  parish 
of  AUoway,  near  Ayr.  His  father  was  a  poor  farmer,  who 
gave  his  son  what  education  he  could  afford.  Burns  tells  us 
that  ^  though  it  cost  the  schoolmaster  some  thrashings,'  he 
made  an  excellent  English  scholar ;  and  by  the  time  he  was  ten 
or  eleven  years  of  age,  he  was  a  critic  in  substantives,  verbs 
and  particles.  In  his  infant  and  boyish  days,  too,  he  was 
much  with  an  old  woman  who  resided  in  the  family,  and  was 
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remarkable  for  her  ignorance,  credulity  and  superstition.  She 
had  the  largest  collection  in  the  country  of  tales  and  songs 
concerning  demons,  ghosts,  fairies,  brownies,  witches,  kelpies, 
elf-candles,  dead-lights,  wraiths,  apparitions,  cantraips,  giants, 
enchanted  towers,  dragons,  and  other  trumpery.  This  culti- 
yated  the  latent  seeds  of  poetry,  but  had  so  strong  an  effect 
on  Burns's  imagination,  that  after  he  had  grown  to  manhood, 
in  his  nocturnal  rambles,  he  sometimes  kept  a  sharp  look-out 
in  suspicious  places,  and  it  often  took  an  effort  of  philosophy 
to  shake  off  these  idle  terrors.  He  says  :  '  The  earliest  com- 
position that  I  recollect  taking  pleasure  in,  was  "  The  Vision 
of  Mirza,''  and  a  hymn  of  Addison's,  beginning,  "  How  are 
thy  servants  blest,  0  Lord ! "  I  particularly  remember  one 
stanza,  which  was  music  to  my  boyish  ear : 

"  For  though  on  dreadful  whirls  we  hung 
High  on  the  broken  wave." 

I  met  with  these  pieces  in  Mason's  "  English  Collections,** 
one  of  my  school  books.  The  first  two  books  I  ever  read  in 
private,  and  which  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  any  two 
books  I  have  since  read,  were  "  The  Life  of  Hannibal,"  and 
"  The  History  of  Sir  William  Wallace.**  Hannibal  gave  my 
young  ideas  such  a  turn,  that  I  used  to  strut  in  rapture  up 
and  down  after  the  recruiting  drum  and  bagpipe,  and  wish 
myself  tall  enough  to  be  a  soldier;  while  the  story  of  Wal- 
lace poured  a  Scottish  prejudice  into  my  veins,  which  will 
boil  along  there  till  the  flood-gate  of  life  is  shut  in  eternal 
rest.' 

"  While  Burns  lived  on  his  father's  little  farm,  he  tells  us 
that  he  was,  perhaps,  the  most  ungain,  awkward  boy  in  the 
parish.  He  continues :  ^  What  I  knew  of  ancient  story  was 
gathered  from  Salmon's  and  Guthrie's  "  Geographical  Gram- 
mars," and  the  ideas  I  formed  of  modem  manners,  literature 
and  criticism,  I  got  from  the  "  Spectator."  These,  with 
Pope's  Works,  some  Plays  of  Shakespeare,  Tull  and  Dickson 
on  "Agriculture,"  the  "  Pantheon,"  Locke  "  On  the  Human 
Understanding,*'  Stackhouse's  "  History  of  the  Bible,"  Jus- 
tice's "  British  Gardener's  Directory,"  Bayle's  Lectures,  Allan 
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Ramsey's  Works,  Taylor's  "  Scripture  Doctrine  of  Original 
Sin,"  a  Select  Collection  of  English  Songs,  and  Hervey's 
"  Meditations,"  had  formed  the  whole  of  my  reading.  The 
Collection  of  Songs  was  my  vade-mecum.  I  pored  over  them 
driving  my  cart,  or  walking  to  labor,  song  by  song,  verse  by 
verse — carefully  noting  the  true,  tender  and  sublime  from 
affectation  and  fustian.  I  am  convinced  I  owe  to  this  prac- 
tice much  of  my  critic  craft,  such  as  it  is.' 

^^  Bums's  father  was  a  man  of  uncommon  intelligence  for 
his  station  in  life,  and  was  anxious  that  his  children  should 
have  the  best  education  which  their  circumstances  admitted 
of.  Robert  was,  therefore,  sent  in  his  sixth  year  to  a  little 
school  at  Ailoway  Mill,  about  a  mile  from  their  cottage ;  not 
long  after,  his  father  took  a  lead  in  establishing  a  young 
teacher,  named  John  Murdoch,  in  a  humble  temple  of  learn- 
ing nearer  hand,  and  there  Robert  and  his  younger  brother, 
Gilbert,  attended  for  some  time.  *  With  him,'  says  Gilbert, 
^  we  learned  to  read  English  tolerably  well,  and  to  write  a 
little.'  He  taught  us,  too,  the  English  Granmiar.  I  was  too 
young  to  profit  much  from  his  lessons  in  grammar,  but  Robert 
made  some  proficiency  in  it ;  a  circumstance  of  considerable 
weight  in  the  unfolding  of  his  genius  and  character,  as  he 
soon  became  remarkable  for  the  fluency  and  correctness  of  his 
expression,  and  read  the  few  books  that  came  in  his  way  with 
much  pleasure  and  improvement ;  for  even  then  he  was  a 
reader  when  he  could  get  a  book.'  Gilbert  next  mentions 
that  *  The  Life  of  Wallace,'  which  Robert  Bums  refers  to. 
^  he  borrowed  fix)m  the  blacksmith  who  shod  our  horses.' 

"  The  poet  was  about  seven  years  of  age  when  (1766)  his 
father  left  the  clay  bigging  at  Ailoway,  and  settled  in  the 
small  upland  farm  at  Mount  Oliphant,  about  two  miles  distant. 
He  and  his  younger  brother  continued  to  attend  Mr.  Mur- 
doch's school  for  two  years  longer,  when  it  was  broken  up. 
Murdoch  took  his  leave  of  the  boys,  and  brought,  as  a  present 
and  memorial,  a  small  compendium  of  English  Grammar,  and 
the  tragedy  of  Titus  Andronicus ;  he  began  to  read  the  play 
aloud,  but  so  shocked  was  the  party  at  some  of  its  incidents, 
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that  Robert  declared  if  the  play  were  left,  he  would  burn  it ; 
and  Murdoch  left  the  comedy  of  the  ^  School  for  Love/  in  its 
place. 

"  The  father  now  instructed  his  two  sons,  and  other  chil- 
dren ;  there  were  no  boys  of  their  own  age  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  their  father  was  almost  their  only  companion. 
He  conversed  with  them  as  though  they  were  men ;  he  taught 
them  from  Salmon's  ^  Geographical  Grammar/  the  situation 
and  history  of  the  different  countries  of  the  world ;  and  from 
a  book  society  in  Ayr  he  procured  Derham's  *  Physico  and 
Astro-Theology,'  and  Ray's  *  Wisdom  of  God  in  the  Crea- 
tion,' to  give  his  sons  some  idea  of  astronomy  and  natural 
history.  Robert  read  all  these  books  with  an  avidity  and 
industry  scarcely  to  be  equalled.  From  Stackhouse's  "  His- 
tory of  the  Bible,"  then  lately  published  in  Kilmarnock, 
Robert  collected  a  competent  knowledge  of  ancient  history ; 
*  for,'  says  his  brother,  *  no  book  was  so  voluminous  as  to 
slacken  his  industry,  or  so  antiquated  as  to  damp  his  re- 
searches.' About  this  time,  a  relative  inquired  at  a  book- 
seller's shop  in  Ayr  for  a  book  to  teach  Robert  to  write 
letters,  when,  instead  of  the  *  Complete  Letter  Writer,'  he 
got  by  mistake  a  small  collection  of  letters  by  the  most  emi- 
nent writers,  with  a  few  sensible  directions  for  attaining  an 
easy  epistolary  style,  which  book  proved  to  Bums  of  the 
greatest  consequence. 

^'  Bums  was  about  thirteen  or  fourteen,  when  his  father, 
regretting  that  he  and  his  brother  wrote  so  ill,  to  remedy  this 
defect  sent  them  to  the  parish  school  of  Dalrymple,  between 
two  and  three  miles  distant,  the  nearest  to  them.  Murdoch, 
the  boys'  former  master,  now  settled  in  Ayr,  as  a  teacher  of 
the  English  language  ;  he  sent  them  Pope's  Works,  and  some 
other  poetry,  the  first  they  had  an  opportunity  of  reading, 
except  that  in  the  English  Collection,  and  in  the  Edinburgh 
Magazine,  for  1772.  Robert  was  now  sent  to  Ayr,  *  to  revise 
his  English  grammar  with  his  former  teacher,'  but  he  was 
shortly  obliged  to  return  to  assist  in  the  harvest.  He  then 
learned  surveying  at  the  parish  school  of  Eirkoswald.  He 
had  learned  French  of  Murdoch,  and  could  soon  read  and 
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understand  any  French  author  in  prose.  He  then  attempted 
to  learn  Latin,  but  soon  gave  it  np.  Mrs.  Paterson,  of  Ayr, 
now  lent  the  boys  the  '  Spectator,*  Pope's  Translation  of 
Homer,  and  seyeral  other  books  that  were  of  use  to  them. 

^^  Thus,  although  Bobert  Bums  was  the  child  of  poverty 
and  toil,  there  were  fortunate  circumstances  in  his  position. 
His  parents  were  excellent  persons ;  his  father  exerted  him- 
self as  his  instructor,  and,  cottager  as  he  was,  contrived  to 
have  something  like  the  benefits  of  tuition  for  his  two  eldest 
sons ;  and  the  young  poet  became,  comparatively  speaking,  a 
well  educated  man.  His  father  had  remarked,  from  a  very 
early  period,  the  bright  intellect  of  his  elder-bom  in  particu- 
lar, saying  to  his  wife,  ^  Whoever  may  live  to  see  it,  some- 
thing extraordinary  will  come  from  that  boy !' 

^*  It  was  not  until  his  twenty-third  year  that  Buras's  read- 
ing was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  Thompson,  Shenstone, 
Steme  and  Mackenzie.  Other  standard  works  soon  followed. 
The  great  advantage  of  his  learning  was,  that  what  books  he 
had,  he  read  and  studied  thoroughly — ^his  attention  was  not 
distracted  by  a  multitude  of  volumes,  and  his  mind  grew  up 
with  original  and  robust  vigor  ;  and,  in  the  veriest  shades  of 
obscurity,  he  toiled,  when  a  mere  youth,  to  support  his 
virtuous  parents  and  their  household ;  yet  all  this  time  he 
grasped  at  every  opportunity  of  acquiring  knowledge  from 
men  and  books. 

"  *  Burns,'  says  Mr.  Carruthers,  *  came  as  a  potent  auxili- 
ary or  fellow-worker  with  Cowper,  in  bringing  poetry  into 
the  channels  of  tmth  and  nature.'  There  were  only  two  years 
between  the  *  Task,'  and  the  '  Cotter's  Saturday  Night.'  No 
poetry  was  more  instantaneously  or  universally  popular  among 
a  people  than  that  of  Burns  in  Scotland.  There  was  the 
humor  of  SmoUet,  the  pathos  and  tenderness  of  Sterne  or 
Richardson,  the  real  life  of  Fielding,  and  the  description  of 
Thompson — ^all  united  in  the  delineations  of  Scottish  manners 
and  scenery  by  the  Ayrshire  ploughman.  His  masterpiece  is 
Tarn  o'  Shanter ;  it  was  so  considered  by  himself,  and  the 
judgment  has  been  confirmed  by  Campbell,  Wilson,  Mont- 
gomery, and  by  almost  every  critic." 
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Tor  TBt  AuLAi. 

"GOD    TEMPERS    THE    WIND    TO    THE    SHORN 

LAMB." 

My  "  controversy  with  a  woman  "  was  not  as  to  the  author^ 
ship  of  this  disputed  passage,  about  which  I  have  claimed  no 
infallibility,  but  was  caused  by  the  following  statement  of  the 
fair  correspondent  of  The  Ashlar  :  ^'  As  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  its  having  been  a  quotation  at  that  time,  and  as  he 
was  one  who  would  not  appropriate  the  sentiments  or  expres- 
sion of  another  without  crediting,  we  may  safely  conclude  it 
to  have  been  original  with  him." 

I  endeavored  to  show  that  '^  no  conclusion  could  be  more 
unsafe  than  this  ;"  that  its  not  being  quoted  was  no  evidence 
of  its  originality  with  him,  and  that  but  few  writers  had  ap- 
propriated, without  crediting,  so  many  sentiments  and  ex- 
pressions of  others  as  had  Lawrence  Sterne.  I  incidentally 
translated  three  similar  passages  to  show  that  they  had  for 
years  been  French  proverbs,  by  which  I  meant,  years  before 
Sterne. 

That  this  appeared  in  a  collection  of  French  proverbs,  pub- 
lished in  1594— one  hundred  and  nineteen  years  before  the 
birth  of  Sterne,  I  have  the  authority  of  "  Notes  and  Queries 
— London,"  which  will  probably  be  undisputed  for  reliability, 
"  Holy  George  Herbert,"  who  was  bom  in  1593,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  years  before  the  birth  of  Sterne,  is  "  at  least  one 
person  who  used  the  expression,  even  as  a  quotation,  prior  to 
the  time  of  Sterne."  See  "  Jacula  Prudentum :  or,  Outland- 
ish Proverbs,  Sentences,  &c.,  selected  by  Mr.  George  Her- 
bert, late  Orator  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,"  which  is, 
I  believe,  appended  to  all  editions  of  Herbert's  Poems.  The 
name  of  the  ^^  unknown  aiUfibr^^  of  this  beautiful  sentiment  is 
Henrt  Estienne,  who  was  bom  at  Paris,  in  1528,  and  died 
at  Calais,  in  1598.  He  was  originally  a  printer,  and  became 
very  learned,  more  particularly  in  Grecian  Literature,  and  was 
distinguished  as  the  author  of  a  book  called  ^'  The  Theory  of 
the  Grecian  Language." 

Mjj»i80k,  Wis.,  May  20, 1859.  KEWASSA. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  OFFICIAL  AD 
DRESS  OF  BRO.  A.  G.  MACKEY,  GRAND  SEC 
RETARY    OF    THE    G.    L.    OF    S.    C. 

(CONTIKUED.) 


Bro.  Perkins  lays  down  another  principle  of  Masonic  law, 
which  well  merits  our  attention.    He  says  : 

"  Some  of  our  Lodges  and  brethren  do  not  appear  to  un- 
derstand the  difference  between  suspending'  for  ncnirpayment 
of  dues  and  dropping  from  the  roll  for  the  same  cause.  I 
submitted  my  views  on  this  subject  a  year  ago,  or  at  the 
previous  communication ;  but  it  seems  necessary  to  refer  to 
it  again.  I  held  that  no  Mason  can  be  suspended  from  the 
privileges  of  Masonry,  except  upon  conviction  after  trial ; 
and  that  striking  his  name  from  the  roll  of  members  of  the 
Lodge,  under  a  by-law,  does  not  affect  a  brother's  standing 
in  the  fraternity,  nor  debar  him  from  any  of  the  privileges  of 
Masonry,  except  that  of  membership  in  the  particular  Lodge." 

There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  Grand  Master  of 
Louisiana  has,  in  this  instance,  made  a  most  righteous  de- 
cision. Suspension  from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry 
is  next  to  the  severest  penalty  in  the  catalogue  of  masonic 
punishments.  It  is,  as  we  have  already  said,  masonic  im- 
prisonment— the  deprivation  of  rights  guaranteed  to  every 
Mason  on  his  first  admission  into  the  Order,  and  of  which  he 
was  only  to  be  deprived  after  fair  trial  and  impartial  judg- 
ment by  his  fellows. 

Now,  to  say  nothing  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  offense  of 
non-payment  of  dues  to  the  magnitude  of  the  punishment — 
since  the  offense  may  often  arise  from  poverty,  misfortune, 
pardonable  neglect,  or  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of 
the  party  implicated — to  say  nothing  of  all  this — ^because  the 
question  here  is  not  as  to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  but  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted — ^it  follows, 
from  all  the  recognized  principles  of  justice,  law  and  com- 
mon sense,  that  the  crime  should  be  first  proved,  and  the  ac- 
cused be  heard  in  his  defense,  before  judgment  be  pronounced 
against  him. 


460  THE   ASHLAR. 

The  suspension  of  a  Mason  bj  the  mere  operation  of  the 
by-laws  of  his  Lodge,  without  any  opportunity  being  given  to 
him  to  explain  or  defend  his  conduct — to  offer  reasons  why 
the  law  should  not  be  enforced  in  his  case,  or  to  prove  that 
he  has  not  violated  its  provisions,  would,  under  any  other 
circumstances,  and  in  relation  to  any  other  offense,  be  at 
once  admitted  everywhere  to  be  a  most  manifest  violation  of 
all  masonic  law  and  equity.  If  the  by-laws  of  a  Lodge,  for 
instance,  prescribed  suspension  for  habitual  intemperance, 
and  required  the  secretary  to  keep  a  record  of  the  number 
of  times  that  each  member  exceeded  the  strict  limits  of 
sobriety,  who  will  dare  to  say  that  at  any  time,  on  the  mere 
report  of  the  secretary  that  a  member  had  violated  this  by- 
law, and  was  habitually  intemperate,  he  should  at  once, 
without  further  action,  and  by  the  mere  operation  of  the  by- 
law in  question,  be  suspended  from  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Masonry  ?  There  is  no  one  who  does  not  see  the 
obvious  necessity  in  such  a  case,  of  a  charge,  a  summons  and 
a  trial.  To  suspend  the  worst  member  of  a  Lodge  under 
such  a  by-law,  without  these  preliminary  measures,  would  be 
so  fatal  a  violation  of  the  principles  of  Masonry,  as  justly  to 
subject  the  Lodge  to  the  severest  reprehension  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

And  yet,  the  fact  that  the  offense  is  not  intemperance,  but 
non-payment  of  arrears,  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  in- 
volve a  difference  of  principle.  Admit,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, that  the  failure  to  pay  Lodge  dues  is  in  itself  a  masonic 
offense,  and  that  a  Lodge  is  right  to  declare  suspension  an 
appropriate  punishment  for  its  commission  ;  still  there  exists 
here,  as  in  the  more  undoubted  crime  of  habitual  drunken- 
ness, as  necessary  elements  to  the  justice  of  the  punishment, 
that  there  should  be  a  trial — ^that  the  defaulting  brother 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  defend  himself,  and  that  the 
secretary  who  accuses  him  should  be  made  to  prove  the  truth 
of  his  charge,  by  the  correctness  of  his  accounts.  This  is  the 
principle  laid  down  by  Bro.  Perkins,  ^'  that  no  Mason  can  be 
suspended  from  the  privileges  of  Masonry,  except  upon  con- 
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victioQ  after  trial ;''  and  to  this  in  every  other  case,  except 
non-payment  of  arrears,  there  will  not,  we  suppose,  be  a 
single  dissenting  voice  in  the  whole  body  of  the  craft.  It  is 
time  that,  guided  by  the  dictates  of  sound  justice  and  good 
common  sense,  this  exception  should  no  longer  be  made.  It 
is  time  that  the  Mason  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  say, 
as  a  reproach  to  the  consistency  of  our  legal  code  — ^'  I  may 
lie,  I  may  steal,  nay,  I  may  commit  murder,  and  my  Lodge 
will  not  and  dare  not  deprive  me  of  my  masonic  privileges, 
except  after  a  conviction  derived  from  an  impartial  trial ;  but 
if  I  omit  to  pay  the  secretary  a  few  dollars,  then,  upon  his 
mere  report,  without  any  opportunity  given  me  to  show  that 
the  omission  was  the  result  of  ignorance,  of  poverty,  of 
sickness  or  of  misfortune,  X  may,  without  trial  and  with  no 
chance  of  defense,  be  visited  with  the  severe  penalty  of 
masonic  suspension." 

If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  as  I  trust  it  will,  that  suspension 
cannot  be  inflicted  without  trial,  and  that,  simply  because  it 
is  a  punishment,  and  because  punishment  should  always  fol- 
low and  not  precede  c(mviction,  then  to  strike  the  name  of 
a  member  from  the  roll  of  his  Lodge,  would  be  equally  as 
illegal,  unless  he  were  called  upon  to  show  cause  why  it 
should  not  be  done.  The  one  principle  is  strictly  analogous 
with  the  other*  If  you  cannot  suspend  without  trial,  neither 
can  you  strike  from  the  roll  without  trial.  It  is  unnecessary, 
therefore,  to  enter  again  into  the  argument ;  but  I  suppose 
that  the  postulate  will  be  granted  under  the  general  axiom, 
that  no  punishment  whatsoever  can  be  inflicted  without  pre- 
liminary trial  and  opportunity  for  defense. 

But  the  coAcluding  doctrine  of  Bro.  Perkins  needs  some 
further  consideration.  This  doctrine  is  in  these  words: 
^^  Striking  his  name  from  the  roll  of  members  of  the  Lodge, 
under  a  by-law,  does  not  afiect  a  brother's  standing  in  the 
fraternity,  nor  debar  him  from  any  of  the  privileges  of 
Masonry,  except  that  of  membership  in  the  particular  Lodge." 

This  striking  of  names  from  the  Lodge  roll  is  altogether  a 
modem  practice,  taking  its  rise  since  the  modem  organiza- 
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tioQ  of  permanent  Lodges.  In  ancient  times,  Lodges  were 
temporary  associations  of  Masons  for  special  and  limited  pur- 
poses. Originally,  as  Preston  informs  ns,  '^  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Masons  met  together  within  a  certain  district,  with 
the  consent  of  the  sheriff  or  chief  magistrate  of  the  place, 
were  empowered  to  make  Masons,  and  practice  the  rights  of 
Masonry  without  warrant  of  constitution."  Then,  of  course, 
there  being  no  permanency  of  organization,  there  were  no 
permanent  members,  and,  consequently,  no  payment  of  ar- 
rears, and  no  striking  from  the  roll.  It  was  only  after  1717, 
that  all  these  things  were  introduced,  and  as  Lodges  pay 
some  contribution  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  each  of  their  mem- 
bers, it  is  evident,  as  well  as  from  other  palpable  reasons, 
that  a  member  who  refuses  or  neglects  to  support  the  general 
Lodge  fund,  will  become  pecuniarily  onerous  to  the  Lodge. 
Still,  as  I  have  elsewhere  observed,  the  non-payment  of  ar^ 
rears  is  only  a  violation  of  a  special  voluntary  obligation  to 
a  particular  Lodge,  and  not  of  any  general  duty  to  the  fra- 
ternity at  large.  The  punishment,  therefore,  inflicted,  (if  it 
is  to  be  considered  at  all  as  a  punishment,)  should  be  one 
affecting  the  relations  of  the  delinquent  with  his  own  Lodge, 
whose  by-laws  he  has  infringed,  and  not  a  general  one,  af- 
fecting his  relations  with  the  whole  Order. 

When,  then,  his  name  is  stricken  from  the  roll,  although 
even  this  should  not  be  done  without  affording  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  defense,  that  is,  a  fair  trial,  I  am  ready  to  agree 
with  Bro.  Perkins,  that  it  should  not  affect  his  standing  in 
the  fraternity,  nor  debar  him  from  any  of  the  privileges  of 
Masonry,  except  that  of  membership  in  his  particular  Lodge. 
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THE    PARABLE    OF   THB   VINEYARD. 


The  beautiful  parable  contained  in  the  twentieth  chapter 
of  the  gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  is  of  coarse  familiar  to  every 
Mark  Master ;  but  few,  perhaps,  have  deeply  reflected  on  the 
profound  symbolism  which  it  presents  to  the  mind  of  the 
reflective  Mason.  And  yet  there  is  no  passage  of  Scripture, 
recited  in  any  portion  of  our  ritual,  which  is  more  appro- 
priate to  the  ceremonies  into  which  it  is  introduced,  than 
this  sublime  parable  of  our  Lord  is  to  the  whole  intent  and 
design  of  the  Mark  Master's  degree.  We  learn  from  it  that 
the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe  will  make  no  distinc- 
tion of  persons  in  the  distribution  of  His  beneficence,  but 
will  give  alike  to  each  one  who  honestly  seeks  to  obey  the 
great  law  of  his  creation.  Masonry  regards  no  man  on 
account  of  his  worldly  wealth  or  honors.  It  is,  we  are  told, 
the  internal  and  not  the  external  qualifications  that  recom- 
mend a  man  to  be  a  Mason.  No  matter  what  may  be  the 
distinctions  of  place  or  office,  the  humblest  shall  receive  as 
full  a  reward  as  the  highest,  if  he  has  labored  faithfully  and 
effectively.  And  all  this  arises  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
institution. 

The  Lodge  is  the  Mason's  vineyard ;  his  labor  is  study,  and 
his  wages  are  truth.  The  youngest  Mason  may,  therefore, 
labor  more  earnestly  than  the  oldest,  and  thus  receive  more 
light  in  Masonry  as  the  reward  of  his  earnest  work.  The 
craftsman  who  had  been  idle  all  the  week,  and  came  in  at 
the  eleventh  hour,  brought  with  him  that  stone  which,  though 
at  first  rejected,  became  afterward  the  head  of  the  comer, 
and  so  did  more  service  to  the  temple  than  all  those  who  had 
begun  to  labor  even  at  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  yet  could 
offer  no  more  at  the  end  of  each  day's  work  than  the  ordi- 
nary result  of  an  ordinary  man's  labor. 

The  vineyard  of  Masonry  is  open  to  all.  But  he  who 
works  most  diligently,  though  he  began  the  latest,  shall  not 
be  below  him  who,  commencing  earlier,  has  not  more  strenu- 
ously put  his  heart  into  the  task. 
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The  design  of  all  Masonry  is  the  search  after  Divine  truth, 
and  each  one  who  seeks  to  attain  it  shall  find  his  reward  in 
the  attainment.  However  long  we  may  labor — ^however  we 
may  have  endured  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  if  we 
have  not  labored  wisely— if  our  zeal  has  not  been  tempered 
with  judgment,  though  first  at  the  vineyard,  we  shall  be  last 
at  the  reward  ;  for  Truth  is  found  only  by  him  who  looks  for 
it  by  night  as  well  as  by  day — whose  search  is  directed  by 
wisdom,  and  supported  by  faithful  courage  and  indomitable 
zeal.  The  Mason  who  has  made  one  discovery  in  masonic 
science,  is  of  more  value  than  he  who  has  learned  nothing 
but  his  ritual,  just  as  the  keystone  was  worth  more  than 
many  ordinary  ashlars.  It  is  not  the  time  that  we  have 
wrought,  but  the  result  of  our  work  that  will  be  considered. 
So,  then,  let  us  all  labor  in  the  vineyard  and  the  quarry,  in 
the  lodge  and  in  the  study,  that,  being  called  to  seek  Truth, 
we  also  may  be  chosen  to  find  it. — Am,  Quar.  Review. 


MASONRY— OPERATIVE  AND  SPECULATIVE. 


[From  an  Addrefs  of  Brother  J.  W.  Latimer,  Etq.,  of  Tazaa.] 

The  two  grand  divisions  of  Masonry,  are  operative  and 
speculative.  The  one  was  its  ancient  form,  the  other  is  of 
more  recent  origin.  Operative  Masonry  built  the  Temple 
of  Solomon,  and  although  it  no  longer  exists  as  a  secret 
science,  as  the  speculative  Masonry  which  we  profess  was 
founded  upon,  and  derived  immediately  from  it,  and  is  closely 
identified  with  it,  we  will  examine  it  for  a  moment.  Opeiv 
ative  Masonry  is  simply  the  art  of  constructing  and  erecting 
material  edifices  of  marble  and  stone;  whilst  speculative 
Masonry,  symbolizing  moral  precepts  and  instructions  from 
the  types  of  the  operative  art,  is  supposed  to  be  engaged  in  • 
building  a  moral  and  spiritual  edifice. 

In  searching  for  the  origin  of  operative  Masonry  as  a  secret 
art,  if  we  wished  to  be  ingenious  and  indulge  in  a  wide  field 
of  doubtful  though  plausible  conjecture,  we  might  lift  the 
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curtain  of  the  past  and  carry  you  into  the  far  ages  of  an- 
tiquity beyond  the  deluge — ^we  might  conduct  you  among  the 
ruined  cities  of  nations  whose  very  names  have  been  for- 
gotten, to  moulderiug  temples  and  statues — to  broken  col- 
umns, crumbling  towers,  and  mildewed  walls,  dating  far 
behind  the  historic  ages  of  the  world, 

"  Relics  of  nobler  days,  and  nobler  acts/' 

— ^we  might  suppose  that  in  its  primitive  signification  it  was 
co-eval  with  the  puling  infancy  of  earth,  and  argue  that  even 
Adam  and  his  generations  resorted  to  its  fundamental  prin- 
ciples in  constructing  rude  habitations  to  shelter  them  from 
the  storms  of  winter  and  the  suns  of  summer. 

Certain  it  is,  that  from  the  earliest  ages  of  which  history  or 
tradition  gives  any  account,  to  the  present  time,  no  operative 
art  has  conferred  more  substantial  blessings  on  mankind.  It 
builds  your  marts  of  commerce,  adorns  your  temples  of  learn- 
ing, and  embellishes  your  sanctuaries  of  religion.  At  its 
magic  touch  cities  teeming  with  life  spring  into  being,  fortifi- 
cations of  defense  against  a  hostile  invader  frown  defiance, 
and  sculptured  statues  and  lettered  monuments  to  your  great 
heroes  and  benefactors  tower  in  air.  From  its  prolific  chisel 
the  cold  and  soulless  ashlar  decorates  the  polished  arch,  or  is 
transformed  into  beauty  and  life^  swelling  in  the  muscular 
strength  of  a  Hercules,  or  blushing  in  the  symmetry  and 
loveliness  of  a  Venus.  In  the  rough  granite  you  may  gaze 
on  the  calm  grave  features  of  your  Washington,  or  on  its 
cold  bosom  read  the  glorious  annals  of  Bunker  Hill.  Anti- 
quity gloried  in,  and  the  present  age  wonders  at  the  achieve- 
ments of  operative  Masonry.  Look  at  the  Egyptian  pyramids, 
standing  in  their  eternal  grandeur,  a  fit  type  of  the  mighty 
river  that  pours  its  flood  at  their  base — as  no  source  has  ever 
been  discovered,  whence  these  mighty,  rushing,  eternal  cur- 
rents flow ;  so,  the  hoarded  recollections  of  untold  centuries 
cluster  around  the  pyramids,  and  there  is  no  key  to  unlock 
the  lost  centuries,  still  further  back,  that  witnessed  their 
erection.  Yet  there  they  stand,  the  charnel  houses  of  lost 
empires,  an  eternal  monument  of  operative  Masonry. 
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Operative  Masonry  has  been  the  great  embellisher  of  the 
pursuits  of  peace.  We  see  its  handiwork  displayed  in  the 
'Stately  palaces  of  our  merchant  princes  ;  in  the  massive 
arches  of  our  temples  of  worship ;  in  the  gorgeous  splendor 
of  our  halls  of  legislation  ;  in  the  sculptured  elegance  of  our 
national  monuments  ;  in  the  fretted  colonnades  of  our  public 
buildings.  We  see  it  in  the  solidity  of  the  Tuscan — in  the 
noble  simplicity  of  the  Doric — the  elegant  symmetry  of  the 
Ionic — the  stately  splendor  of  the  Corinthian,  and  in  the 
combined  beauties  of  the  Composite  Orders  of  Architecture. 
It  is  a  noble  science ;  it  refines  the  taste,  educates  the  heart, 
ennobles  civilization,  and  dignifies  humanity.  Its  grandest 
and  proudest  achievement,  no  doubt,  was  the  erection  of  that 
wonderful  temple  of  the  Lord,  at  Jerusalem.  Jerusalem ! 
the  Mason's  Mecca,  to  which  his  eye  turns  reverently, 

"  City  of  palmSy  of  palaces,  and  foantaiiiB ; 

Thou  sittest  a  Queen  among  thv  sacred  hiUs, 
Begirt  as  by  a  tiara  of  mountains ; 

Thy  ancient  glory  now  my  vision  fiUs, 
As  oft  the  mind's  swift  river  backward  rolls, 
To  glass  thine  image  on  thy  thousand  rills ; 
Thou  shrine  of  hope,  the  Pilgrim's  sacred  goal. 
Blest  Mecca  of  the  mind  and  city  of  the  soul." 

********* 
**  And  distant  through  the  warm  air  shimmering. 
Thy  massive  walls  and  towers  of  strength  arise ; 
Bright  spires  and  lofty  turrets  glimmering, 

While  from  the  '  Orient/  robed  in  Tynan  dyes, 
A  queenly  Temple  fills  my  wondering  eyes, 

Moriah's  mystic  Fane,  whose  burnished  dome 
Looms  up,  as  if  to  mock  the  bowing  skies, 
From  many  lands  where  Christian  warriors  come. 
Their  tears  and  vows  to  blend  above  the  holy  tomb. 


« 


And  now,  high  poised  on  fancy's  soaring  wings, 

I  fain  would  linger  o'er  the  Temple's  shrine ; 
A  heavenly  radiance  round  about  thee  clings. 

As  mirrored  on  my  heart,  thy  splendors  shine ; 
Thy  beauty  wraps  my  soul.  Oh,  Fane  divine. 

Where  once,  in  silken  bonds,  three  sons  of  Light, 
With  purpose  high,  and  mystic  word  and  sign, 

Together  met,  amid  thy  wonders  bright. 

That  shine  like  flashing  ttars  upon  the  brows  of  night." 
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From  the  erection  of  this  wonderful  edifice,  with  whose 
history  eyery  Mason  is  familiar,  we  can  confidently  date  Ma- 
sonry. That  its  mysteries  were  practiced  by  the  Craft  then, 
we  have  the  most  indubitable  evidence.  That  they  have 
been  transmitted  thence  to  us,  nnimpaired,  we  entertain  no 
doubt. 

But  operative  Masonry,  as  a  secret  science,  has  long  ceased 
to  exist.  As  practiced  by  us,  its  mysteries  are  wholly  specu* 
lative.  As  Masons,  we  are  not,  like  our  ancient  operative 
Brethren,  engaged  in  the  actual  labor  upon  a  material  edi- 
fice ;  we  are  devoted  to  a  nobler  and  more  glorious  work — 
the  construction  of  a  moral  and  spiritual  building.  We  are 
not  actually  squaring  stones  in  the  quarries  of  Zeradatha,  or 
hewing  cedars  in  the  forests  of  Lebanonj-but  are,  or  should 
be,  ^'fitting  ourselves,  as  living  stones,  for  that  spiritual 
building — ^that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens."  We  are  not  necessarily  adepts  in  the  use  of  the 
plumb,  the  square^  and  the  levels  and  the  various  implements 
of  the  operative  art ;  but  from  these  working  tools  of  our 
ancient  Brethren  we  symbolize  lessons  of  the  purest  morality, 
and  are  instructed  in  the  ethics  of  the  most  exalted  benevo- 
lence. As  the  plumb  teaches  us  to  walk  uprightly  before 
Ood  and  man,  the  square  to  square  our  actions  by  the  square 
of  virtue,  and  the  level  to  remember  that  we  are  travelling  on 
the  level  of  time  to  that  undiscovered  country — ^^  that  bourne 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns," — so  every  implement  of 
the  operative  art  inculcates  some  moral  precept,  or  typifies 
some  Christian  virtue.  The  highest  morality  and  noblest 
philanthropy  are  illustrated  in  every  stage  of  the  Masonic 
life.  Thus,  its  cardinal  virtues  are  prudence^  forlitude^  temr 
perance^  and  justice  ;  its  motto  is  Brotherly  Love,  Belief,  and 
Truth.  Its  theological  ladder,  leading  from  Earth  to  Heaven, 
consists  of  three  principal  rounds,  the  first  of  which  is  ^' Faith 
in  God,"  the  second  the  "  Hope  of  immortality,"  and  the 
third  ^'  Charity  towards  all  mankind," — a  creed,  it  seems  to 
me,  wide  enough  for  the  whole  moral  universe,  and  yet  nar- 
row enough  to  exclude  the  unworthy.    We  do  not  claim  it 
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as  a  strictly  Christiaii  institutioii,  for  its  profession  maj  be 
made,  and  its  principles  be  embraced  bj  eyery  faith,  creed, 
and  sect  that  acknowledges  a  Supreme  Being,  who  will  re- 
ward virtue  and  punish  vice.  Tet  Masonry  inculcates  an 
unceasing  practice  of  all  the  Christian  yirtues,  and  exacts 
obedience  to  its  fundamental  precepts.  The  very  badge  we 
wear,  that  distinguishes  us  from  the  world,  is  emblematic  of 
the  innocence  of  an  immaculate  Saviour — ^the  Lamb  of  Gk>d, 
whom  we  all.  Christian,  Jew,  or  Mohammedan,  agree  either 
has,  in  the  past,  or  will  in  the  future,  make  atonement  for 
the  sins  of  the  world.  Deprive  us  of  faith  in  that  atonement, 
and  where  is  the  hope  impressed  upon  the  heart  of  every 
Master  Mason  with  awful  solemnity,  that  ^^  after  life's  fitful 
fever  is  over,"  and  his  body  shall  be  consigned  to  the  grave, 
he  shall  be  raised^  by  the  power  and  strength  of  ^^  the  Lion 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah,"  to  life  and  ipunortality. 

Our  Institution  is  founded  on  the  Bible,  which  is  its  ^^  Great 
Light ; "  without  this  great  moral  luminary  we  grope  in  dark- 
ness. Banish  it  from  our  Lodges,  and  our  work  ceases.  It 
rests  immovable  upon  our  altars.  It  is  the  great  controlling 
centre  of  the  Masonic  system.  Remove  it,  and  Masonry  falls 
to  the  ground,  just  as  the  solar  system  would  be  thrown  into 
wild  disorder  without  the  sun  to  regulate  and  govern  the 
movements  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  It  is  the  very  comer* 
stone  of  the  superstructure  upon  which  Masonry  rests ;  and 
when  it  perishes,  if  such  a  thing  were  possible.  Masonry  must 
perish  with  it ;  but  not  till  then.  Our  very  Lodges  are  dedicat- 
ed to  two  of  the  most  eminent  disciples  of  Christ — the  Saints 
John — ^who,  we  are  assured,  were  equally  eminent  patrons  of 
Masonry.  Strange,  then,  that  an  Institution,  founded  on  the 
Bible,  whose  very  Lodges  are  dedicated  to  illustrious  Aposties 
of  Christ,  whose  principles  inculcate  an  increasing  practice 
of  the  Christian  virtues,  and  which  adopts  the  Bible  as  its 
**  Great  Light," — ^^  the  rule  of  its  faith  and  guide  of  its 
practice," — should  meet  with  determined  opposition  from 
Christians !  Yet,  in  all  ages,  how  much  of  the  denunciation 
that  is  heaped  upon  it  comes  from  the  bosom  of  the  Church, 
whose  faithful  handmaid  it  is  ! 
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MASONIC     JUBISPRUDENCE  — QUERIES    AND 

REPLIES. 


[We  are  indebted  to  Bro.  WxsTOir  for  the  answers  to  the  qneries  in  this 

department.— PuMttAer. 

Bro.  Scott  :    Who  should  prepare  candidates  7 

Ans.  It  has  been  the  cnstom  to  intrust  the  preparation  of 
candidates  to  the  J.  D.,  but  we  think  the  stewards,  or  mar- 
shal, should  attend  to  it.  No  officer  who  has  a  duty  to 
perform  inside  the  Lodge  room  should  be  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  designated. 

Suppose  an  E.  A.,  who  has  received  the  first  degree  in  one 
Lodge,  removes  to  the  jurisdiction  of  another,  can  the  Lodge 
into  whose  jurisdiction  he  removes,  confer  the  P.  C.  and 
M.  M.  degrees  on  him  ? 

Ans.  No — ^unless  it  has  the  permission  of  the  Lodge 
which  conferred  the  first  degree. 


When  two  members  rise  to  address  the  Lodge  at  about  the 
same  instant,  must  not  the  Master  assign  the  floor  to  the  one 
who  first  addresses  him  ? 

Ans.  He  should  generally  do  so,  but  he  has  the  power  to 
assign  it  to  either,  as  he  chooses. 

Is  a  Past  Master  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  East  in  his  Lodge  ? 
Ans.    He  is. 


Can  a  man,  not  a  Mason,  prefer  charges  against  a  Brother  ? 

Ans.  We  see  no  reason  why  he  cannot,  and  think  it  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Lodge  to  receive  the  charges  or  not,  as 
it  deems  proper. 
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A    PATRIARCHAL    LODGE. 


[From  the  Signet  and  Joamal.] 

One  of  the  oldest  Lodges  in  existence,  of  which  we  have 
any  knowledge,  is  St,  John's  Lodge,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
which  celebrated  its  eight  hundred  and  first  (801)  anniver- 
sary on  the  27th  of  December  last.  It  holds  its  charter  from 
Malcolm  III,  King  of  Scotland,  of  date  1057.  This  Charter, 
says  Bro.  James  Grackshank,  of  Glasgow,  who  has  presided 
over  the  Lodge  as  Master,  has  been  carefully  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation,  and  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  Lodge,  and,  although  a  little  defaced,  is  in  a  tolerable 
state  of  preservation.  It  is  believed  to  be  a  genuine  Charter ; 
and,  along  with  it,  they  have  a  translation  of  the  original, 
which  shows  that  the  Lodge  of  Masons  was  constituted  on 
the  petition  of  the  operative  Masons  of  Glasgow,  for  the 
purpose  of  building  the  Cathedral,  for  keeping  out  unx/dlled 
workmen  who  had  come  to  work  there ;  and,  also,  for  putting 
down  irregular  Lodges  got  up  by  them.  They  were,  there- 
fore, allowed  to  form  themselves  into  one  incorporation,  and 
to  have  a  free  Lodge  forever ;  not  only  so,  but  in  the  very 
words  of  the  Charter  :  "  None  in  my  dominions  shall  erect  a 
Lodge  until  they  make  application  to  the  St.  John's  Lodge  at 
Glasgow."  But  this  original  Charter  is  not  the  only  guaran- 
tee of  the  antiquity  of  the  Lodge ;  for  we  find  that  when 
Bishop  Joceline  commenced  to  re-erect  the  Cathedral  in 
Glasgow,  in  1181,  (the  former  having  been  destroyed  by  fire,) 
he  received  from  King  William  the  Lion,  a  Charter  of  con- 
firmation in  favor  of  the  Lodge.  The  Corporation  and  the 
Lodge,  chartered  at  one  and  the  same  time,  have  gone,  hand 
in  hand,  together  up  to  the  union  of  the  latter  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1849.  Evidence  of  this  is  given  in  a  Char- 
ter of  1628,  where  it  is  stated  that  John  Boyd  is  Deacon  of 
the  Corporation  and  Master  of  the  Lodge ;  and  the  present 
venerable  Bro.  Geo.  Young,  who  has  filled  the  oflBce  of  Secre- 
tary of  the  Lodge  and  Clerk  to  the  Corporation,  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  tells  us  that  this  has  been  the  custom  during 
the  long  time  of  his  connection  with  the  Lodge.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  early  records  have  been  lost.  The 
Lodge  has  in  its  possession  a  very  fine  old  oak  box,  which  is 
regarded  by  the  members  as  a  valuable  relic  of  a  past  age. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  when  in  Glasgow  two  or 
three  years  since,  and,  from  our  minutes,  made  in  the  hall  of 
the  Lodge,  are  able  to  furnish  a  brief  description  of  it,  which 
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may  be  acceptable  to  our  readers.  It  is  an  oaken  box,  or 
chest,  16  inches  long  by  14  wide,  richly  and  symbolically 
carved  on  the  top,  front,  and  both  ends.  On  the  top  are  the 
Square,  Compasses,  Plumb  and  24-inch  Guage,  combined  in 
a  single  figure,  in  aUo  relievo.  On  either  end  are  the  Sera- 
phim, finely  carved.  On  the  front  is  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, carved  in  raised  letters : 

"  God  save  the 

King 

And  Mason  Craft." 

This  description  will  probably  suggest  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader  the  "  Ark  of  the  Covenant,"  which,  in  former  times, 
was  denominated  "  The  Lodge."  The  chest  was  found  in 
the  Glasgow  Cathedral,  a  few  years  since,  when  that  building 
was  undergoing  repairs.  In  it  was  also  found  the  origimd 
Charter. 


OBITTT 


Meridian  Sun  Lodge  No.  49,  F.  and  A.  Masons, 
Slurgis,  Mich.,  April  IKA,  1859. 

Whereas,  It  hath  pleased  the  All  Wise  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse to  take  from  us  by  death,  after  a  painful  and  lingering 
illness,  our  Brother,  Warren  F.  Lee  ;  and  whereas,  although 
removed  from  us,  his  memory  is  cherished,  his  kind  and  gen- 
erous qualities  respected,  and  his  devotion  to  the  institution 
of  Freemasonry  are  remembered  by  us,  therefore 

Raolved,  That  in  the  removal  of  our  Brother  Lee,  the  Fraternity  has  lost  a 
worthy  memher,  the  wife  an  affectionate  and  kind  hnshand,  the  children  a  true 
fiober,  and  the  commnnity  a  worthy  citizen ;  and  we  hope  he  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Grand  lodge  above. 

Retolued,  That  this  Lodge  tender  to  the  family  of  the  departed  Brother  the 
sincere  sympathy  of  the  surviving  Brothers  in  this  sad  dispensation  of  the  Su- 
preme Grand  Master — ^trusting  that  their  loss  is  his  gain. 

Resoltfed,  That  this  Lodge  will  pay  the  customary  honors  and  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  oar  deceased  Brother,  and  adopt  the  usual  symbols  of  mourning. 

RtMolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  furnished 
bv  the  Secretary  of  this  Lodge  to  the  family  of  our  deceased  Brother  and  to 
'Sum  As  BULB,  and  to  such  other  papers  as  the  Secretary  may  think  proper. 

J.  W:  FLANDERS,     ) 
JOSEPH  LOMAX,     }  CommUtee. 
JULIUS  C.  CROSS,  ) 
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To  THOSE  WHO  Owe  for  The  Ashlab. — ^There  are  several 
Bubscribers  who  have  not  paid  for  the  present  volume  of  The 
Ashlar.  We  call  upon  them  to  send  us  the  amount  ($2)  on 
the  receipt  of  this  number.  We  say  what  we  mean,  and  we 
trust  no  Brother  who  owes  us  will  disregard  this  appeal. 


The  weather  is  getting  quite  warm,  but  Lodges  con- 
tinue to  work  as  usual. 


Last  month  the  issue  of  The  Ashlar  was  unavoida- 
bly delayed.  We  issue  punctually  this  month,  and  shall  not 
get  behind  time  again. 


Agents  who  have  money  received  on  account  of  The 
Ashlar  are  requested  to  forward  the  same  immediately. 


We  wish  our  agents  to  collect  what  is  due  us  and 
forward  the  same. 


A  new  Lodge  was  recently  constituted  at  Petersburg, 
Mich.,  and  Grand  Master  Allen  delivered  a  fine  address. 


The  Masons  of  Chicago  are  looking  forward  with 
much  interest  to  the  meeting  of  the  G.  G.  Bodies,  in  Septem- 
ber. We  hazard  nothing  in  saying  the  visitors  will  receive 
a  hearty  welcome. 


The  DeMolay  Commandery  of  Boston,  and  the  St. 
John's  Commandery  of  Providence,  have  just  made  a  visit  to 
Bichmond,  Ya.,  and  had  a  glorious  time. 
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MISCELLANIES, 


ANTONIO    ALLEGRI    DA    C0RE66I0. 

(COKOLUDBD.) 


When  Nicolo  had  gone,  Antonio,  instead  of  resuming  his 
painting,  sat  with  his  head  leaning  on  his  hand,  apparently  in 
deep  and  melancholy  thought.  Maddelena  looked  earnestly 
and  often  at  him  ;  at  length  she  gently  approached,  and,  bend- 
ing down,  imprinted  a  fervent  kiss  upon  his  forehead. 

"  My  father  says  right,"  said  she ;  "  he  is  old,  and  no 
match  for  Pietro.  Do  not  be  cast  down,  my  dear  Antonio ; 
let  not  such  foolish  talk  distress  you." 

"  It  is  not  that  which  makes  me  unhappy,"  replied  Antonio, 
"  no  man  in  his  senses  could  imagine  such  wickedness.  But 
I  have  been  a  cruel  friend  to  thee,  Maddelena,  and  yet  I  love 
thee  better  than  my  life.  I  have  condemned  thee  to  poverty. 
Thy  father  was  right  when  he  opposed  our  union.  But  it  is 
not  too  late  yet.  I  will  no  longer  deceive  myself,  or  wrong 
you  and  the  little  ones.  I  will  paint  no  more.  And  yet  it  is 
hard  to  renounce  that  which,  next  to  thyself,  has  been  my 
joy ;  but  no  matter — it  is  all  deception.  Fool  that  I  was  to 
believe  myself  inspired !  I,  who  have  never  seen  the  works 
of  the  great  Michelangelo !  Thank  heaven,  it  is  not  too  late. 
I  will  cut  wood,  or  drudge  in  the  potteries.  My  poor  Mad- 
delena !  methinks  thou  lookest  pale.  Ah,  thine  has  been  a 
bard  lot.  I  have  sat  at  my  easel  from  morning  till  night ; 
and  what  have  I  done  but  paint  canvass  and  wood  ?  and  be- 
cause I  had  never  seen  any  of  the  great  masters,  truly  I 
thought  myself  inspired.  But  it  is  over,  dearest ;  I  will  toil 
for  thee  with  these  hands  at  the  most  menial  ofiBices.  I  will 
paint  no  more.  Yet,  after  the  long,  wearisome  day  is  over, 
surely  I  may  sit  by  thy  side,  and  imagine  such  scenes  and 
such  beings  as  I  once  loved  to  paint :  this  cannot  be  wrong, 
and  it  will  be  my  recreation.  Ah,  dear  wife,  sometimes  I 
have  such  blessed  visions !  they  are  not  of  this  earth !  the 
time  will  come  when  ^  may  feed  our  souls  on  beauty,  and 
not  go  hungry  for  it.  Who  calls  ?  Did  not  some  one 
speak  ?  "  • 

*Laiiai  thus qaotof  Annibal  Oanracci  as  writing  of  Coreo^o  nearlj  a  century  after :  "It 
gflcfTes  ni«  to  the  heart  only  to  think  of  the  unhappineaa  oFthe  poor  Antonio ;  that  ao  great 
a  man — ^If  Indeed  he  were  a  man,  and  not  an  incarnate  angel— ehoold  be  loet  here,  in  a  coim- 
trj  whflM  he  waa  not  known,  and  enlted  to  the  stars,  should  neTcrtheless  die  in  misery." 
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"  No  one,  dear,"  said  Maddelena,  "  there  is  nobody  here 
but  myself." 

^'  Then  I  was  dreaming ;  I  thought  somebody  said,  ^  Anto- 
nio,* in  a  faint,  low  whisper.  There  is  no  air  here,  I  think : 
what  has  come  over  me  r  Maddelena,  put  your  hand  upon 
my  forehead  ;  there,  now  I  am  better.  I  see  the  trees 
through  the  window,  and  the  blessed  light — just  now  it  was 
dark,  all  dark !  I  am  very  weak,  but  I  will  toil  for  thee  and 
my  children.  Thy  father  shall  not  say  again, '  Come  home  to 
me,  my  child ;  Antonio  does  not  care  for  thee.'  " 

The  tears  of  the  young  wife  fell  on  the  fair,  curling  locks 
of  her  husband,  as  she  pressed  his  head  to  her  bosom. 

"  0,  my  father !"  she  ejaculated,  "  what  a  heart  hast  thou 
pierced !"  Then  suddenly  rallying  her  spirits,  she  said,  in  a 
gay  tone,  '^  How  long  is  it,  husband,  since  thou  hast  consid- 
ered my  father  such  a  judge  of  painting  ?  Were  he  Raphael, 
or  the  great  Michelangelo  himself,  methinks  thou  couldst  not 
pay  greater  deference  to  his  judgment :  he  is  a  good  man, 
and  a  true  man,  but  what  knows  he  of  painting  ?  and  yet 
there  was  a  voice  that  spoke  to  his  heart,  when  he  beheld  the 
Madonna;  did  he  not  shed  tears,  and  say,' Thy  art  will  lead 
thee  to  immortality  ?  " 

"  Ah,  Maddelena !"  exclaimed  Antonio,  "  were  it  not  for 
thine  and  our  children's  sake,  I  would  gladly  go  to  the  land 
of  immortality.  My  life  has  been  full  of  illusions.  I  be- 
lieved myself  inspired ;  but  it  is  over.  I  will  finish  this  piece 
and  take  it  to  Parma ;  and  then  farewell,  farewell,  beloved 
art !" 

"  Nay,  dearest  husband ;  thou  knowest  it  was  for  thy  noble 
art  I  loved  thee  ;  thou  hast  no  right  to  renounce  it ;  it  was 
that  which  won  by  heart ;  you  are  sick,  you  are  weary ;  you 
will  feel  diflFerently  when  you  have  rested.  If  you  are  not  a 
painter,  God  has  not  sent  one  upon  the  earth.  And  why 
do  you  talk  of  poverty  ?  Are  those  poor  who  have  all  they 
want  ?  When  I  see  you  well,  and  can  look  upon  your  beau- 
tiful paintings,  I  am  the  happiest  being  in  the  world.  How  ex- 
quisite is  that  Madonna !  There  is  more  of  heaven  than 
earth  in  that  face ;  that  smile,  too — it  is  like  the  song  of 
the  angels  ;  it  proclaims  peace  and  good  will  to  men.  Would 
we  could  keep  this  picture  ourselves  ;  I  know  not  how  to  part 
with  it.  Antonio,  you  have  never  made  me  a  bridal  present, 
such  a  one  as  this  were  worthy  of  our  affection." 

"  You  know,  Maddelena,  I  have  engaged  it  to  Signer  Veo- 
china." 
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^^  Then  it  most  go,  and  I  will  live  upon  the  remembrance 
of  it." 

^^  Dost  thou  indeed  prize  it  so  highly  ?"  said  Antonio,  in  a 
voice  of  emotion  ;  ''  then  I  will  paint  one  more,  and  it  shall 
be  thine. ^^ 

'^  Blessings  on  thee,"  said  Maddelena,  encircling  him  with 
her  arms ;  ''  now  I  have  got  back  again  my  own  Antonio." 

At  that  moment,  Qiovanni  rushed  in.  ''  Father,"  he  ex- 
claimed, ^'  here  is  a  brave  gentleman  coming — just  such  a 
one  as  you  make  m  some  of  your  pictures." 

A  stranger  entered,  and  both  rose  to  receive  him.  ^^  Is  it 
to  Antonio  AUegri,"  said  he,  courteously  advancing,  ^^  that  I 
am  speaking  ?" 

"  That,  sir,"  exclaimed  Antonio,  "  is  my  name." 

^^  I  came,"  said  the  stranger,  '^  to  see  the  artist  who  paint- 
ed the  picture  of  La  Nolle  in  the  church  of  Coreggio ;  and 
you  are  he  ?" 

"  Yes,  sir  ;  but  you  find  it  little  worth  seeing." 

^^  Not  worth  seeing !  It  is  the  perfection  of  painting,  and 
yet  more,  of  poetry ;  the  supernatural  light  which  streams 
from  the  child,  and  irradiates  the  picture,  is  truly  divine. 
The  face  of  the  virgin  mother  Raphael  would  have  admired. 
I  was  dazzled  with  the  beauty ;  and,  like  the  female  who 
shades  her  eyes  with  her  hand,  unable  to  bear  the  splendor, 
I,  too,  for  a  moment  closed  my  eyes,  and  opened  them  to  turn 
to  the  eastern  horizon,  where  a  new  morning  was  just  rising 
on  the  world." 

"  Ah,  it  were  well  for  me  if  I  had  never  painted.  J  have 
all  my  life  been  walking  in  clouds  ;  but  the  mist  is  clearing. 
I  have  wasted  a  great  deal  of  time ;  this  would  not  be  much 
matter  if  I  had  not  injured  my  family  by  it ;  but  this  picture 
that  I  am  now  completing,  and  one  other  which  I  have  just 
promised,  will  be  my  last.  I  have  but  little  heart  to  paint 
them." 

**  You  say  you  have  injured  your  family  ;  have  you  not  been 
recompensed  for  your  services  ?  You  have  painted  many 
pieces:  there  are  the  cupolas  at  Parma,  in  fresco;  the  St. 
Jerome,  which  is  termed  the  '  prince  of  pictures.'  There, 
too,  is  the  flight  into  Egypt ;  ah,  how  beautiful  is  that  pio" 
ture !  the  Virgin  seated  on  the  ground,  holding  the  cup  to 
the  angel,  who  pours  water  into  it  from  a  vase.  Against  her 
knee  leans  the  youthful  Saviour,  receiving  in  one  hand  the 
dates  which  Joseph  has  just  pulled  from  the  tree,  and  seizing 
with  the  other,  in  playful  earnestness,  the  unoccupied  arm  of 
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his  mother,  in  his  desire  to  drink  ;  above  these,  that  exquisite 
group  of  angels,  rejoicing  in  the  safety  of  the  holy  family  ! 
This  is  only  one  of  the  admirable  pictures  I  have  seen  from 
you.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  you  have  not  been  recompensed 
for  them?" 

^^  Yes,  sir,  I  have  received  perhaps  more  than  they  deserve ; 
but  it  is  all  little  enough  for  us  to  live  upon.  I  thought  my- 
self an  artist ;  but  I  have  discovered  that  I  am  ignorant  of 
the  principles  of  the  art.  I  have  never  been  to  Rome  or 
Florence ;  I  have  never  seen  the  works  of  Lionardo  da  Vinci, 
of  Michelangelo,  and  Raphael,  nor  of  his  distinguished  pupil, 
Julio  Romano  ;  I  drank  only  at  the  fountain  of  nature,  and 
the  stream  is  dried  up.  Ah,  sir,  self-taught  artists,  like  my- 
self, make  but  poor  pictures ;  but  it  is  over — ^I  have  done. 
Maddelena  loves  me,  and  for  her  sake  I  shall  paint  one 
more." 

*'  Did  not  the  gentleness  and  sincerity  of  your  manner  con- 
vince me  otherwise,  I  should  think  you  were  jesting,"  said 
the  stranger.  "  You  certainly  are  born  for  the  art ;  and,  for 
ages  to  come,  the  glory  which  your  pictures  shed,  will  cast  a 
halo  round  your  name.  You  must  pardon  my  freedom ;  but 
believe  me,  your  intention  wrongs  the  world.  Hear  my  pr^ 
diction :  the  artist  who  painted  La  NoUe^  St.  Jerome,  and 
this  very  Madonna,  will  one  day  rank  with  Lionardo  da  Vin- 
ci, Michelangelo,  and  Raphael." 

^'  Sir,  I  thank  you  for  your  kindness ;  it  is  the  food  upon 
which  I  live  ;  the  tenderness  of  my  wife  has  long  supported  my 
drooping  spirit.  I  think  I  was  not  made  to  live  here ;  this 
is  a  bard  world  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  complain ;  I  have  met 
with  many  noble  hearts,  and  I  will  remember  yours  amongst 
them.  But,  indeed,  sir,  it  pains  me  that  you  should  mention 
these  great  names  in  connection  with  my  humble  attempts. 
I  might  have  done  better  with  instruction,  and  the  study  of 
the  best  artists  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  one  noble  picture 
of  Julio  Romano's,  I  have  had  no  model  for  emulation.  That 
picture  was  my  day  dream.  You  will  smile,  sir,  but  I  named 
my  second  son  Julio,  for  the  great  artist." 

^'  Is  it  possible  ! "  said  the  stranger,  with  emotion ;  ^^  he  is 
inferior  to  you  in  the  beauties  of  the  art." 

"  Ah,  sir,  you  do  not  know  what  you  say ;  he  is  the  beloved 
pupil  of  the  great  Raphael,  and  the  friend  of  Michelangelo." 

'^  It  were  strange  if  I  did  not  know,"  said  the  artist. 
"  Look,  Antonio,  this  medallion  was  given  me  by  my  beloved 
master ;  it  is  the  head  of  Raphael ;  and  you  behold  before 
you  the  most  devoted  of  his  scholars — Julio  himself!" 
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^^  Holy  angels !''  exclaimed  Antonio ;  ^*  then  it  is  to  Jnlio 
himself  I  have  been  speaking !"  and,  overcome  by  the  events 
of  the  day,  by  his  own  emotions,  and  the  extreme  delicacy  of 
his  health,  he  sank,  fainting,  upon  a  seat.  Maddelena  sup- 
ported him  in  her  arms,  "  Ah,  sir,"  said  she, "  my  poor  hus- 
band is  very  ill.  He  cannot  bear  surprise ;  he  has  been 
cruelly  agitated  this  morning." 

In  a  few  moments  he  recovered.  The  deathly  paleness  re- 
mained, but  the  gentleness  of  his  expression  returned.  ^'  You 
see,  sir,"  said  he,  "  how  weak  I  am ;  I  have  been  subject  to 
these  turns  of  late.  It  seems  to  me,  sometimes,  that  brighter 
glories  are  opening,  and  I  hear  soft,  angel  voices  speaking  to 
me ;  but  I  am  very  weak.  You  greatly  encourage  me,  sir, 
by  thinking  I  ought  still  to  continue  my  beloved  occupation. 
I  should  languish  without  it ;  and  yet  I  could  become  a  hew- 
er of  wood  for  the  sake  of  my  wife  and  children." 

"  Ah,  sir,"  said  Julio,  sorrowfully,  "  the  inadequate  recom- 
pense you  have  received  for  your  noble  art,  will  be  a  subject 
of  regret  for  after  ages ;  but  you  will  no  longer  be  unre- 
warded. Part  of  my  errand  was  to  engage  as  many  pictures 
for  Signor  Luciano  Pallavicino  as  you  are  willing  to  promise : 
his  wealth  and  liberality  go  hand  in  hand,  and  he  offers  such 
prices  as  Michelangelo  and  Raphael  command.  I  will  con- 
duct you  to  Rome  myself;  change  of  scene  and  climate  will 
restore  your  health." 

"  I  know  not  how  to  thank  you  as  I  ought,"  replied  Anto- 
nio, '*'  for  all  this  kindness.  I  will  leave  it  for  another  day. 
I  believe  I  must  retire  ;  happiness  is  as  overpowering  as  grief, 
and  I  have  experienced  the  extremes  of  both  this  morning." 
He  retired  and  Maddelena  remained. 

The  soul  of  Julio  Romano  was  melted  with  tenderness 
towards  Antonio.  ^'  How  long  has  he  been  indisposed  ?"  in- 
quired he. 

''  It  is  many  months,"  said  Maddelena ;  **  I  fear  he  is  not 
long  for  this  world,"  added  she,  weeping, ''  often  his  spirit 
seems  to  take  its  flight  upward ;  and  I  tremble  lest  it  should 
not  return  again.  He  is  unable  to  sustain  the  injuries  which 
noble  minds  are  often  doomed  to  meet.  He  says  most  truly 
he  is  not  made  for  this  world ;  he  had  been  through  a  trying 
scene  before  you  came,  and  I  know  not  which  overcame  him 
most,  unmerited  censure,  or  your  generous  praise." 

•On  leaving  the  humble  dwelling,  the  Roman  artist  immedi- 
ately wrote  to  Michelangelo,  who  had  desired  him  to  visit 
Antonio,  at  Goreggio.     A  part  of  his  letter  is  preserved. 
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^'  I  have  seen  the  AUegri,  as  you  desired  ;  he  is  himself  as 
charming  as  his  pictures.  Shame  on  the  world !  he  is  in  pov- 
erty, abject  poverty !  and,  though  ignorant  of  his  wonderful 
powers,  he  yet  feels  the  divinity  stir  within  him.  He  has  a 
young  wife,  beautiful  like  the  Virgin  in  his  great  fresco  of 
the  Ascension.  But  I  forget  that  you  have  not  seen  it.  He 
certainly  does  not  possess  the  science  of  the  mighty  Florenr 
tine  to  whom  we  aU  bow ;  but  he  is  a  man  to  rank  by  the  side 
of  Raphael,  my  beloved  and  immortal  master :  perhaps  he  may 
not  possess  his  exquisite  classic  grace,  which  I  strive  in  vain 
to  imitate ;  but  there  is  in  his  pictures  such  breathing  life, 
such  an  angelic  spirituality,  and  such  a  masterly  use  of  chiaro- 
scuro, as  you  cannot  find  in  any  but  the  first  masters.  In  his 
pictures,  as  in  his  mind,  there  seems  to  be  no  boundary  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth  ;  they  are  both  one ;  his  angels 
hover  like  familiar  spirits  around  his  celestial  Madonnas ;  and 
for  these  Madonnas  he  has  his  model  upon  earth,  his  young 
wife.  Heaven  looks  out  from  her  downcast  eyes,  that  are 
sometimes  raised  to  his  with  earnest  and  thoughtful  tender- 
ness. He  undoubtedly  derives  much  of  the  perfect  natural- 
ness of  his  Madonnas  from  this  earthly  model ;  and  yet  it  is 
evident  that,  though  of  earth,  she  is  not  earthly." 

It  was  several  days  before  Antonio  recovered  from  the 
agitation  his  feeble  frame  had  endured.  But  the  sweetest 
serenity  took  possession  of  his  soul ;  his  eyes  sparkled  with 
unwonted  lustre ;  his  wife,  his  children,  were  constantly 
around  him. 

^'  Did  I  not  say,"  said  Maddelena,  ^<  that  God  had  not  made 
a  painter,  if  thou  wert  not  one  ?" 

"  I  rejoice  for  thy  sake,  dearest,"  replied  Antonio,  "  that 
I  listened  to  the  voice  of  my  own  soul,  when  mauy  warned 
me  against  self-delusion.  Do  you  remember  the  painting  of 
Raphael's  that  I  saw  for  a  moment  ?  You  smiled,  yes,  as 
you  do  now,  when  I  exclaimed,  I  too  am  a  painter." 

^^  I  remember  it  well,"  said  Maddelena,  ^'  it  was  before  my 
father  had  given  his  consent  to  our  union.  Thou  didst  not 
then  know  how  much  I  loved  thee." 

^'  Perhaps  it  had  been  well  for  thee  had  I  never  known 
it!" 

^'  And  who  told  thee  at  last  ?  Not  1,  Tonio,"  said  Madde- 
lena, playfully  ;  '^  but  it  was  easy  for  thee  to  discover  what  I 
could  not  conceal  even  from  Pietro.  I  never  said  to  thee,  1 
love :  that  is  the  language  of  beginners.  I  left  thee  to  spell 
it  out ;  and  well  didst  thou  con  thy  lesson." 
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^^  Too  well.  How  can  I  atone  for  the  privations  I  have 
caused  thee  ?    Thy  father  is  right." 

"  If  thou  wert  not  sick  and  weak  to-day,  Antonio,"  said 
Maddelena, ''  I  would  scold  thee  well ;  but,"  added  she  more 
seriously,  *'  even  if  it  were  true  that  I  had  wanted  any  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  has  not  thy  affection  repaid  me  tenfold  ? 
But  it  is  only  the  luxuries  we  have  wanted.  Dost  thou  read 
famine  or  sorrow  in  the  faces  of  thy  children  ?  Gome  hither, 
Nicolo  and  Julio." 

The  boys  left  their  play,  and  sprang  forward  at  their 
mother's  call,  their  innocent  faces  beaming  with  health  and 
gayety.  ^'  Ah,  husband,  pray  Heaven  that  we  may  be  as  hap- 
py in  our  affluence  as  we  have  been  in  our  poverty.  Were  it 
not  for  thy  toil,  I  would  wish  no  change.  When  thou  art  the 
companion  of  Michelangelo,  Raphael,  and  the  great  ones  of 
the  earth,  thou  must  not  be  ashamed  of  thy  Maddelena,  nor 
of  her  poor  father,  who  has  made  his  wealth  by  moulding 
jars  and  pipkins ;  but  I  will  go  to  him  and  tell  him  of  this 
visit,  what  the  great  Julio  Romano  says  of  thee ;  he  loves 
thee,  Tonio,  though  he  has  no  conception  of  thy  divine  art." 

On  the  wings  of  affection  the  young  wife  again  sought  her 
father's  dwelling.  Nicolo  truly  rejoiced  at  Antonio's  fair 
prospects,  and  promised,  over  and  over  again,  not  to  have  any 
intercourse  with  the  malicious  Pietro ;  yet  at  night,  when  he 
went  to  see  his  daughter,  he  could  not  resist  stopping  to  tell 
him  of  Antonio's  good  fortune. 

The  next  morning  the  artist  determined  to  take  his  picture 
to  Yecchina.  It  was  eight  miles  to  Parma,  and  he  had  not 
money  to  hire  a  carriage.  A  mule-driver  offered  him,  for  a 
few  paoli,  a  mule,  which  he  accepted,  but  found  riding  more 
fatiguing  than  walking.  When  he  arrived,  Vecchina  was  ab- 
sent. He  received,  however,  his  sixty  crowns  in  copper  coin 
— ^a  common  mode  of  payment  at  that  period.  After  resting 
a  short  time,  he  determined  to  return  on  foot.  It  was  several 
hours  before  night  would  arrive,  and  he  could  walk  slow,  and 
rest  often  by  the  way.  He  had  not  proceeded  many  miles 
when  he  found  himself  exhausted  by  the  weight  of  his  coin, 
and  he  lay  down  in  the  beautiful  woods  between  Parma  and 
Coreggio,  and  slept.  When  he  awoke,  it  was  evening,  and 
the  moon  had  just  risen.  Again  he  arose,  and  slowly  pro- 
ceeded ;  but  his  lungs  were  oppressed,  and  he  struggled  heavi- 
ly for  breath.  "  0,  for  a  draught  of  water,"  he  exclaimed, 
"  one  draught !"  What  music  broke  upon  his  ear  ?  It  was 
the  sound  of  a  waterfall.    '^  I  am  near  it,"  said  he,  ^^  and 


480  THB   ASHLAR. 

near  Coreggio !"  With  new  conrage  he  reached  the  stream, 
and  placed  bis  mouth  to  it.  How  refreshing  to  the  weary 
artist !  His  tender  and  watchful  friend  was  not  there  to 
whisper  caution.  Eagerly  he  swallowed  the  draught ;  alas ! 
the  bubbling  life-blood  rose  to  meet  it,  and  poured  from  his 
mouth ;  a  vessel  had  broken !  With  this,  however,  came  re- 
lief ;  he  breathed  more  freely.  "  I  shall  yet  reach  home," 
he  exclaimed ;  '^  I  shall  yet  see  Maddelena  and  her  children, 
and  deposit  this  coin  with  them,  which  has  no  value  but  for 
their  sakes."  When  he  attempted  to  rise,  he  found  himself 
yet  too  weak ;  a  sleepiness  came  over  him,  and  he  again  re- 
clined by  the  side  of  the  fountain.  How  beautiful  was  the 
scene !  the  moon  pouring  its  silver  light  through  the  foliage ; 
the  gentle  murmuring  of  the  waterfall ;  the  soft  whispering 
of  the  trees  ;  the  cool,  damp  breeze  that  played  on  the  hec- 
tic cheek  of  the  artist !  "  Farewell !"  he  exclaimed,  "  fare- 
well, Maddelena.  I  shall  meet  thee  again  in  the  land  of 
spirits !"  Was  it  a  dream  that  his  head  once  more  rested  on 
her  lap ;  that  her  soft  cheek  was  pressed  to  his ;  that  he 
again  heard  the  accents  of  her  voice  ?  and  that  sound  of 
"  Father,  dear  father,  we  have  found  you  !"  could  it  indeed 
be  Giovanni  that  spoke  ? 

Unable  to  bear  the  tedious  suspense  of  his  delay,  she  had 
wandered  forth  to  meet  him,  with  her  children.  She  had 
found  him !  One  last,  one  long  embrace,  and  the  meeting 
was  over  ;  the  spirit  had  fled  to  its  kindred  land.  Coreggio 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  in  the  year  1613. 


A  Word  for  Experience. — 


I  like  experience  though,  howe'er  it  teUs — 
For,  or  against  nie :  aU  is  one  at  last  1 

These  hearts  of  ours  are  much  like  soundless  wells, 
Wherein  the  shininf^  pearls  of  truth  are  cast. 

And  very  happy  he  who  rightly  spells 
The  sweet  and  bitter  lessons  of  the  past ; 

For  only  thus  he  comes  himself  to  know, 

Which  aU  his  knowledge  is — as  Pope  will  show. 

I  like  experience,  therefore.    I  have  had 
M^  share  of  blows  and  bruises ;  but  I  think. 

Let  It  be  good,  indifferent,  or  bad. 
The  "  wine  of  life"  's  a  very  decent  drink. 

Yet,  if  a  man  lives  and  don't  go  mad, 
When  finally  he  pauses  on  the  brink 

Of  death,  I  ju^ge,  though  certain  people  threat  it. 

The  chances  are  that  he  will  not  regret  it. 
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I  love  this  telf-diasection ;  for  I  woo 

All  knowledge,  and  this  process  finds  it  out. 
I  loTe  to  jndffe  between  the  fklse  and  true ; 

Blow  off  the  dnst  of  romance  and  of  doabt; 
Break  error's  crust  and  let  the  sunlight  through ; 

Ope  mystery's  doors ;  give  bigotry  the  knout : 
I  k>ve  the  good,  the  beautiful,  the  great. 
And  all  the  noblest  hopes  in  man's  estate. 

I  lore  to  laugh — ^likewise  I  love  to  sneer ! 

Am  fond  of  pleasure— not  averse  to  pain. 
I  haTe  found  wisdom  sometimes  in  a  tear ; 

I  hare  been  gaj,  and  sad,  and  gaj  again. 
I  loTe  mj  sorrows,  though  they've  cost  me  dear; 

I  love  my  dinner,— but  did  not  complain 
When  I  had  none,  which  sometimes  was  the  case ; 
For  even  that  may  be  a  means  of  grace ! 

I  lore  my  country,  though,  as  Bmtns  says, 

I  do  not  like  her  faults ;  I  love  to  hear 
Of  those  old,  rusty  sires  and  dangerous  days ; 

I  love  to  bum  my  fingers,  once  a  year. 
In  Independent  jopr :  I  love  the  praise 

Of  patriotic  citizens,  in  beer ; 
And,  though  a  quiet  man,  I  love  to  stand 
In  annual  torture  for  my  native  land. 

I  love  those  "glittering  generalities" 
Which  we  have  read — and  sometimes  read  about ; 

And,  more  significant  than  language  is, 
I  love  the  wild  emotion  of  the  rout ; 

I  love  HiH  memoir  who  gave  us  this 
Terrennial  freedom — and,  although  devout, 

I  can't  tell  which  may  be  the  greater  loss. 

The  " Constitution"  or  the  "Holy  Cross." 

I  love  my  friends — ^they  're  mostly  Books — and  they 

Are  alwavs  faithful :  at  my  foes  I  laugh. 
What  Mr.  Blank  and  Mrs.  Grundy  say. 

Affects  me  not.    I  love  at  times  to  quafiT 
A  health  to  those  who  love  me ;  arid  I  pray 

That  honest  men  may  not  be  caught  with  chaff. 
So  in  this  philanthropic  style  I  live : 
Get  what  I  can,  and  give  what  I  can  give. 


The  following  carious  anecdote  is  related  of  Buonaparte 
in  one  of  our  London  papers :  "  When  the  Count  d' An« 
traigaes  was  arrested  in  Italy,  his  papers  disclosed  the  cor- 
respondence that  existed  between  Pichegm  and  the  Prince  of 
Conde ;  and  the  Count  was  examined  at  Milan  by  Buonaparte. 
In  the  course  of  their  conversation  M.  d'Antraigues  observed 
that,  from  the  nature  of  things,  France  would  be  obliged  to 
revert  to  a  monarchy.  *  At  any  rate/  replied  Buonaparte, 
^  if  the  monarchy  is  re-established,  it  will  not  be  done  by  a 
sergeant  of  artillery ;  but  by  men  like  you  and  me  ! ' 
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Young  Men  and  Late  Hours. — ^There  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  the  remark  of  a  cotemporary,  that  one  of  the  most 
deleterious  influences  brought  to  bear  against  the  strength 
and  vigor  of  American  youth  is  the  practice  of  keeping  late 
hours.  The  simple  fact  of  a  young  man  keeping  late  hours 
is  not  in  itself  of  so  much  import,  though  bad  enough, 
but  when  all  is  taken  into  account,  the  dissipation,  and  the 
long  string  of  incidents  connected  with  leading  such  a  life,  it 
will  be  readily  understood  how  keeping  late  hours  is  calcu- 
lated to  reduce  the  vigor  and  strength  of  our  youths,  both  in 
body  and  mind.  We  will  take,  as  an  instance,  the  young 
man  who  has  just  broken  loose  from  his  mother's  apron 
strings,  as  it  is  called.  He  goes  into  company  with  men 
much  his  seniors,  and  every  night,  though  against  his  inclina- 
tions at  first,  he  is  led  step  by  step  into  practices  at  which 
his  pure  mind  revolted  but  a  few  short  months  before,  and 
which  he  then  thought  it  impossible  that  he  could  ever  be  in- 
duced to  take  part  in.  But,  imperceptibly,  he  becomes 
familiar  with  them,  until  at  last  he  first  takes  part  and  then 
delights  in  them  as  much  as  his  companions ;  and,  as  not  un- 
frequently  happens,  becomes  the  leader  of  them  all ;  and  the 
first  intimation  that  his  mother  receives  of  the  change  that 
has  come  over  him,  is  that  he  comes  home  in  the  '^  small 
hours  of  the  night,"  a  roaring  drunkard  ! 

Such  is  almost  invariably  the  result  of  keeping  late  hours ; 
and  though  our  youths  may  think  it  manly  to  smoke  and  drink 
like  their  seniors,  they  should  beware,  and  remember  that  it 
is  ''  the  first  step"  that  has  led  to  crime  and  all  its  dreadful 
consequences ;  and  that  one  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the  great- 
est, mistakes  that  can  bo  made  is  to  keep  late  hours.  '^  Early 
to  bed  and  early  to  rise,"  is  as  good  a  motto  now  as  when  it 
was  first  uttered,  and  if  it  does  not  make  men  always 
"  wealthy  and  wise,"  it  does  better — ^it  preserves  their  con- 
stitution, their  innocence,  and  keeps  them  from  sin  and  its 
train  of  evil  consequences. 


How  TO  Eat  Grapes. — As  a  piece  of  practical  instruction 
to  lay  away  for  a  month  or  two,  till  wanted,  read  the  follow- 
ing instructions  by  Dr.  Underbill,  as  to  grape  eating :  "When 
in  health,  swallow  only  the  pulp.  When  the  bowels  are  cos- 
tive, and  you  wish  to  relax  them,  swallow  the  seeds  with  the 
pulp,  ejecting  the  skin.  When  you  wish  to  check  a  too  relax- 
ing state  of  the  bowels,  swallow  the  pulp  with  the  skins,  eject- 
ing the  seeds.     Thus  may  the  grape  be  used  as  a  medicine, 


•• 
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while  at  the  same  time  it  serves  as  a  luxury  unsurpassed  by 
any  other  cultivated  fruit.  An  adult  may  eat  from  three  to 
four  pounds  a  day,  with  benefit.  It  is  well  to  take  them  with 
or  immediately  after  meals."  And  it  is  apropos  to  this  to 
quote  one  of  wise  Dr.  HalFs  paragraphs,  from  the  Journal  of 
Health.  He  says  of  surfeits :  '^A  surfeit  in  man  is  called 
founder  in  a  horse,  and  is  over-eating,  eating  more  than  the 
stomach  can  possibly  convert  into  healthful  blood.  Wise  men 
and  careful  men  will  sometimes  inadvertently  eat  too  much, 
known  by  a  feeling  of  fulness,  of  unrest,  of  a  discomfort 
which  pervades  the  whole  man.  Under  such  circumstances, 
we  want  to  do  something  for  relief;  some  eat  a  pickle,  others 
swallow  a  little  vinegar,  a  large  number  drink  brandy.  We 
have  swallowed  too  much,  the  system  is  oppressed,  and  na- 
ture rebels,  instinct  comes  to  the  rescue,  and  takes  away  all 
appetite,  to  prevent  our  adding  to  the  burden  by  a  morsel  or 
a  drop.  The  very  safest,  surest,  and  least  hurtful  remedy  is 
to  walk  briskly  in  the  open  air,  rain  or  shine,  sun,  hail  or 
hurricane,  until  there  is  a  very  slight  moisture  on  the  skin ; 
then  regulate  the  gait,  so  as  to  keep  the  perspiration  at  that 
point  until  entire  relief  is  afforded,  indicated  by  a  general 
abatement  of  the  discomfort ;  but  as  a  violence  has  been 
offered  to  the  stomach,  and  it  has  been  wearied  with  the  extra 
burden  imposed  upon  it,  the  next  regular  meal  should  be 
omitted  altogether.  Such  a  course  will  prevent  many  a  sick 
hour,  many  a  cramp,  colic,  many  a  fatal  diarrhoea." 

Louis  XII,  king  of  Prance,  called  the  Father  of  his  people, 
and  who  contests  the  palm  of  genuine  glory  with  Henry  IV, 
had,  while  duke  of  Orleans,  received  many  affronts  from 
Madame  de  Beaujeau,  and  from  Briconet,  who  were  in  favor 
during  preceding  reigns.  One  of  bis  confidants  excited  him, 
on  his  coming  to  the  crown,  to  resent  them ;  but  he  answered, 
"  J^  is  beneath  a  king  of  France  to  averse  the  injuries  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans  J* 


Franklin's  Mode  of  Lending  Money. — "  I  send  you,  here- 
with, a  bill  of  ten  louis-d'ors.  I  do  not  pretend  to  give 
much,  I  only  lend  it  to  you.  When  you  return  to  your  coun- 
try you  cannot  fail  of  getting  into  some  business  that  will,  in 
time,  enable  you  to  pay  all  your  debts.  In  this  case,  when 
you  meet  another  honest  man,  in  similar  distress,  you  will  pay 
me  by  lending  this  money  to  him,  enjoining  him  to  discharge 
the  debt  by  a  like  operation,  when  he  shall  be  able,  and  meet 
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with  such  another  opportunity.  I  hope  it  may  pass  through 
many  hands  before  it  meets  with  a  knave  to  stop  its  progress. 
This  is  a  trick  of  mine  to  do  a  great  deal  of  good  with  a 
little  money.  I  am  not  rich  enough  to  spend  much  in  good 
works,  and  am  obliged  to  be  cunning,  and  make  the  most  of 
a  Utile." 


Is  THE  Planet  Mabs  Inhabfted  7 — ^The  opponents  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  plurality  of  worlds  allow  that  a  greater  pro- 
bability exists  of  Mars  being  inhabited  than  in  the  case  of 
any  other  planet.  His  diameter  is  4,100  miles ;  and  his  sur- 
face exhibits  spots  of  different  hues — the  seas,  according  to 
accurate  observation,  appearing  to  be  green,  and  the  land 
red.  The  variety  in  the  spots,  it  is  thought,  may  arise  from 
the  planet  not  being  destitute  of  atmosphere  and  cloud  ;  and 
what  adds  greatly  to  the  probability  of  this  is  the  appearance 
of  brilliant  white  spots  at  its  poles,  which  have  been  conjec- 
tured to  be  snow,  as  they  disappear  when  they  have  long  been 
exposed  to  the  sun,  and  are  greatest  when  emerging  from  the 
long  night  of  their  polar  winter,  the  snow  line  then  extend- 
ing to  about  six  degrees  from  the  pole.  The  length  of  the 
day  is  almost  exactly  twenty-four  hours,  the  same  as  that  of 
the  earth.  Continents  and  oceans,  and  green  savannahs  have 
been  observed  upon  Mars,  and  the  snow  of  his  polar  regions 
has  been  seen  to  disappear  with  the  heat  of  summer.  Clouds 
may  actually  be  seen  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  planet^ 
and  there  is  the  appearance  of  land  and  water  on  his  disc. 

Where  Dwells  Happiness? 

Where  the  soft  power  of  sensibility 

Rules  and  directs  the  heart, 
Where  the  kind  efforts  of  sweet  sympathy 

Seek  consolation  to  impart, 

There  dwells  happiness. 

Where  virtne,  sense  and  elefi^ance  combine. 
And  sweet  good  nature  adds  her  charm. 

Where  all  these  do  in  lovely  woman  join, 
Life's  boisterous  sea  to  render  calm — 

There  dwells  happiness. 

Where  confidence,  void  of  distrust's  control, 

With  gen'rotts  friendship  glows ; 
And  from  the  lips,  the  purpose  of  the  soul, 

In  converse  sweetly  nows — 

There  dwells  happiness. 

Where,  in  the  gentle  bonds  of  wedded  love, 

The  husband,  wife  and  parent  blend, 
In  union  blest,  superior  bliss  to  prove, 

Besolving  all  in  one  dear  wora — a  FribhD" 

There  dwells  happiness. 
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MASONRY  — ITS    STABILITY. 


Stjibilitt  seems  not  to  belong  to  human  institations.  Change  after 
change  marks  the  pages  of  histoiy,  gmng  interest  and  variety,  and 
fiimishing  indnbitable  evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  human  race. 
Nations,  once  the  masters  of  the  world,  have  long  since  perished,  leav- 
ing behind  monuments  and  arts  which  still  decay  beneath  the  hand  of 
time,  and  a  fame  which  the  lapse  of  ages  cannot  destroy.  On  the  soil 
of  ancient  Athens  and  Bome  stand  the  ruins  of  the  Parthenon  and 
Pantheon,  grand  architectural  structures,  unequalled  by  the  works  of 
modem  times.  From  those  two  cities,  through  varying  ages,  have  come 
down  to  us,  statuary  and  paintings,  on  which  the  world  yet  looks  with 
wonder  and  admiration,  and  the  artist  of  the  present  day  strives  in  vain 
to  rival. 

Eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  Asia  was  populated  by  a  powerful  peo- 
ple, among  whom  Judaism  flourished  and  Christianity  was  bom.  Long 
since,  it  ceased  to  be  the  seat  of  religion  and  the  centre  of  the  populated 
world.  Now  it  is  sought  only  by  the  curious  traveller  and  the  ardent 
antiquarian.    Its  fame  has  departed  and  lives  only  in  history. 

Look  back  one  hundred  years,  and  trace  the  events  of  Europe  I 
What  rapid  and  momentous  changes !  Nations  have  been  blotted  out 
of  existence;  thrones  have  Mien;  kings  and  emperors  have  been 
killed  or  driven  into  exile;  republics  have  sprung  up;  revolutions, 
bloody  and  bloodless,  have  produced  changes  in  every  condition  of 
life.  France  alone  furnishes  abundant  examples.  The  career  of 
Napoleon  presents  one  continued  variety  of  fortune. 

1 — ^VOL.  V.      NO.  I. 
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In  the  social,  political  and  religious  world,  we  find  litde  that  is  stable. 
All  yield  to  the  improvements  of  the  age.  Opinions,  generally  re- 
ceived a  hundred  years  ago,  are  now  discarded.  Witchcraft,  firmly 
believed  in  by  our  fore&thers,  is  looked  upon  as  the  basest  superstition. 
Church  doctrines,  once  popular,  yield  to  enlightened  reason,  and  social 
customs  are  constantly  modified  and  regulated  by  the  increasing  intelli- 
gence of  the  people.     This  mutability  pertains  to  all  things. 


t* 


All  things  that  we  ordained  festiyal, 

Tom  fioixL  their  office  to  black  faneral ; 

Oar  instraments  to  melancholy  bells ; 

Oar  wedding  cheer  to  a  sad  banal  feast ;  | 

Our  solemn  hymns  to  sollen  dirges  change ; 

Oar  bridal  flowers  served  for  a  burial  corpse, 

And  all  things  change  them  to  the  contrary."  ! 


The  varying  condition  which  marks  human  events  is  but  proof  of  the 
advancement  of  mankind. 

To  the  foregoing  remarks  there  is  one  exception.  Preeminent 
among  the  institutions  of  human  origin  stands  Masonry.  We  are  not 
of  that  class  who  claim  its  birth  as  coeval  with  the  creation  of  the 
world.  We  do  not  pretend  to  state  its  precise  age,  and  doubt  whether 
the  wisest  man  can  assign  the  exact  period  of  its  origin.  Nor  is  it 
necessary  for  its  practical  operations.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  Ma- 
sonry, as  it  now  is,  has  existed  hundreds  of  years ;  that  we  can  trace 
it  back  through  past  generations  ill  the  dim  distance  cheats  the  eye, 
and  we  find  ourselves  groping  among  the  monuments  and  hieroglyphics 
of  the  ancients.  It  is  enough  to  know  that  it  is  the  oldest  of  human 
establishments ;  that  "  the  lapse  of  time,  the  ruthless  hand  of  ignorance, 
and  devastations  of  war,"  have  failed  to  check  its  career  or  divert  its 
course ;  that  amid  the  changes  of  ages  it  has  kept  on  the  even  tenor  of 
its  way,  scattering  with  a  liberal  hand,  blessings  which  have  removed 
sorrow  from  the  heart  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  and  caused  millions 
of  our  fellow  beings  to  rejoice. 

Of  the  feet  of  the  immutability  of  Masonry  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
The  forms  and  ceremonies  have  undoul  ^edly. varied;  the  words  of  the 
ritual  are  of  comparatively  modem  origin,  but  the  essentials  of  the 
Institution — ^the  landmarks  of  the  Order— that  which  makes,  and  is. 
Masonry,  is  the  same  to-day  in  eveiy  part  of  the  globe,  and  is  to-day 
precisely  what  it  was  centuries  ago.  In  the  Masonic  vernacular  there 
is  no  variation.    The  American  Brother  who  understands  no  language 
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but  his  natire  tongae,  can,  when  among  Brethren  in  foreign  lands, 
who  comprehend  not  a  word  of  English,  give  indubitable  evidence  that 
he  has  been  raised  to  the  sublime  degree,  and  belongs  to  Uiat  Fraternity 
whose  members  are  scattered  in  every  part  of  the  habitable  globe. 
Numerons,  indeed,  are  the  instances  in  which,  in  sudden  emergencies — 
in  the  midst  of  danger — ^in  the  battle's  strife — the  mystic  language 
has  been  spoken,  and  not  in  vain.  Gould  the  humblest  Brother  of  a 
past  generation,  who  has  been  slumbering  in  the  grave,  it  may  be, 
many  centuries,  rise  again  in  bodily  form  and  appear  among  us,  he 
oould  satisfy  the  most  skeptical  member  of  the  Craft  that  he  right- 
fully claimed  the  name  of  Mason.  All  things  would  look  strange  to 
him— the  country,  its  towns  and  cities,  the  railroads  and  telegraphs, 
the  habits  and  customs  of  the  people— all  would  be  new  and  wonderful. 
But  let  him  enter  a  Lodge,  and  at  once  would  he  recognize  a  well- 
known  language — at  once  would  he  feel  that  he  was  not  among  a 
strange  people,  but  in  the  midst  of  a  band  of  men  ever  ready  to  wel- 
come him  with  a  Brother's  greeting,  and  upon  whom  he  would  not  call 
in  vain  for  aid. 

Masonry  has  thus  existed  for  centuries  without  change,  amid  the 
most  varied  drcnmstances.  It  has  lived  and  thrived  in  every 
quarter  a£  the  globe,  under  all  forms  of  government,  from  the  most 
despotic  monarchy  to  the  most  liberal  republic.  It  has  been  caressed 
and  petted,  opposed,  abused  and  persecuted.  Popes  have  been  its 
advocates ;  monaichs  have  smiled  upon  it  and  patronized  its  assemblies ; 
nations  have  regarded  it  with  imqualified  favor,  and  honored  it  with 
the  wildest  adulation.  At  its  devoted  head  the  Church  has  hurled  her 
anathemas ;  against  it  kings  and  princes  have  issued  their  edicts  and 
proclamations;  the  Inquisition  has  stretohed  its  m^nbers  upon  the  rack ; 
govemmente  have  consigned  ito  adTootos  to  prbon,  to  linger  weary 
days,  months  and  years  in  dismal  cells ;  the  popular  fiuy  of  an  excited, 
intelligent  people  (more  powerful,  and  more  to  be  dreaded,  than  the 
bulls  of  popes,  the  edicts  of  kings,  and  the  tortures  of  the  Inquisition,) 
has  been  directed  for  its  destruction  by  able  and  cunnmg  leaders,  who 
hoped  upon  its  rains  to  build  their  political  fortunes.  Masonry  has 
withstood  all  this — ^prosperity  and  adversity — and  maintained  its  integ- 
rity. It  still  survives,  and  moves  onward  in  its  career  of  usefulness 
with  pristine  vigor.  Thus  has  it  lived,  and  thus  does  it  live  as  a  moral 
institution,  without  the  patronage  of  governments,  without  tniliteiy 
forces  to  snstam  it,  unaided  by  any  other  organization.  Smgle-handed 
and  alone,  Masonry  mabtains  herself  before  the  world,  unawed  by  ad- 
verse circumstancesj  and  not  dazzled  by  the  highest  degree  of  success. 
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The  foregoing  remarks  saggest  many  aerioiu  and  important  thongbts, 
which  oar  space  ^1  but  briefly  permit  us  to  consider.  What  has 
enabled  Masonry  to  withstand  the  opposition  to  which  it  has  been  sab- 
jeoted ;  to  exist  under  all  forms  of  government^  and  to  live  through 
centuries  without  change  ?  It  is  her  intrinac  worth,  guarded  by  her 
peculiar  organization.  Masonry  has  an  eye,  and  that  practically,  only 
to  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  designed.  The  great  and  distinguishing 
characteristic  of  the  Institution  is  its  univenaU^,  founded  on  Uie  prin- 
ciple which  "  unites  men  of  every  country,  sect  and  opinion,  and  oob- 
dliates  true  friendship  among  those  who  might  otherwise  have  re- 
mained at  a  perpetual  distance.''  Here,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  secret 
of  the  vitality  and  perpetuity  of  the  Order.  Inculcating  pure  moral- 
ity ;  teaching  man  to  reverence  God  as  the  source  of  all  his  blessbgs, 
and  to  esteem  Him  as  his  chief  good ;  instructing  h^  disciple  to  love 
his  neighbor  as  himself,  '*  to  do  good  unto  all ;"  fostering  the  virtues — 
brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth,  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence  and 
justice,  and  that  greater  virtue  that  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins-— 
Gharitt  ;  inculcating  these  and  carrying  them  into  practical  operation ; 
eschewing  all  peculiar  views  and  sectarian  opinions,  reHgioos,  social  and 
political,  Masonry  forms  a  system  perfect  in  itself— «  building  of  sym- 
metrical and  esact  proportions,  to  which  no  strength  can  be  given,  no 
ornament  added.  It  does  what  no  other  institution  on  earth  does :  it 
brings  together  on  a  cQmmon  level,  men  of  all  grades  of  life,  of  eveiy 
variety  of  opinion,  of  eveiy  nation,  and  causes  them  to  greet  each 
other  as  Brethren.  It  is  chiefly  the  fact  that  it  interferes  with  no  man's 
peculiar  ^ews,  that  it  allows  the  largest  scope  for  thought  and  honest 
action,  which  gives  it  strength  and  vitality.  It  inculcates  temperance, 
and  yet  it  is  not  a  temperance  society;  it  leaves  each  man  to  use  his 
honest  judgment  in  promoting  that  virtue.  It  tells  us  above  all  things 
to  be  charitable,  yet  it  leaves  each  one  to  judge  of  his  own  ability  to 
give,  and  of  the  proper  occasions  to  bestow  his  means  upon  others. 
Masonry,  as  generally  taught,  tells  us  that  the  Bible  is  one  of  the  great 
lights,  yet  it  permits  each  of  its  members  to  judge  of  that  book  for 
himself,  and  imposes  upon  him  no  dogmas.  It  teaches  morality  in  all  its 
forms,  but  it  gives  the  largest  individual  liberty  of  judgment  in  praotis- 
ing  morality.  It  says  to  the  Entered  Apprentice,  **  In  the  State,  you 
are  to  be  a  quiet  and  peaceable  citizen,  true  to  your  government  and  just 
to  your  country ;  you  are  not  to  countenance  disloyalty  or  rebellion, 
but  patiently  submit  to  legal  authority,  and  conform  with  cheerftdness 
to  the  government  of  the  country  in  which  you  live,"  yet  he  is  free  to 
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judge  for  lunuelf  in  aU  political  mattos,  and  die  Institation  does  not 
call  him  to  aooonnt  for  so  doing, 

Giving,  as  Maaonxy  does,  ike  largest  Uberty  <3i  indiyidnal  judgment, 
and  thus  bringing  within  its  fold  men  of  eveiy  shade  of  opinion,  its  mem- 
bers are  a  constant  check  on  each  other.  Henoe  it  can  ner?er  be  peiv 
verted  for  any  length  of  timCi  or  to  a  considerable  degree,  by  any  body 
or  set  of  men,  to  support  or  advance  their  peculiar  views.  The  mo- 
ment it  is  thus  used,  or  rather  abused,  that  moment  discord  enters  its 
ranks  and  it  ceases  to  flourish.  The  design  of  Masonry  is  so  simple, 
its  teachings  so  obvious  and  truthful,  its  practical  operations  so  bene- 
ficial, that  in  vain  even  do  its  friends  sometimes  endeavor  to  make  it  the 
bearer  of  burdens  which  do  not  belong  to  it,  and  which  it  will  not 
carry.  We  aUude  to  the  efforts  of  those  who  seek  to  engraft  upon  it 
androgynous  degrees  and  new  tests ;  who  seek  to  make  it  sustain  the 
"Adoptive  Bito,"  and  circumscribe  its  members  to  those  only  who 
believe  in  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  Bible.  The  advocates  of  these 
new  theories,  although  prominent  among  the  Fraternity,  and  having  at 
their  command  the  influence  of  periodicals  to  enforce  their  views,  have 
practically  made  little  headway.  The  friends  of  the  ''  Adoptive  Bito  " 
must  have  been  sadly  disappointed,  and  those  of  the  new  test,  although 
working  with  aseal,  begin,  we  think,  to  foel  that  their  eflforte  will  not 
succeed.  Against  these  pernicious  efforts  of  friends.  Masonry  stands 
firm,  and  against  them  she  must  be  protected,  if  we  would  see  her 
flourish  in  the  future  as  she  has  done  in  the  past 

Coming  down  to  us,  as  she  has,  from  time  immemorial,  without 
change  or  shadow  of  change ;  standing,  as  she  does,  unharmed  by 
prosperity  and  adversity,  by  the  weapons  of  friends  and  foes,  are  we 
not  justified  in  saying  that  Masonry  is  the  most  perfect,  the  most  stable 
of  human  establishments?  Tho  past  and  the  present  are  a  guaranty 
of  the  future.  Possessed  of  her  pristine  vigor  she  lives  to-day,  and 
with  the  same  vigor  she  will  eontinue  to  live,  strewing  her  path  with 
blessings  for  centuries  yet  to  come,  till 

"  When  time  is  old  and  hath  forgot  itself, 
When  water-drops  have  worn  the  stones  of  Troy, 
And  blind  Oblivion  swallowed  cities  np, 
And  mighty  states,  characterless,  are  grated 
To  dusty  nothing." 
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MASONIC   BROTHERHOOD. 


The  following  toaching  poem,  published  in  the  Signa  and  Journal^  was  pre- 
sented to  Cool  Spring  Lodge  No.  185,  Gft.,  by  a  friend. 

I  saw  a  band  of  Brothers  move 

With  slow  and  solemn  tread. 
Their  hearts  were  joined  in  ties  of  lore. 

In  charity  were  wed ; 
And  types  of  light  lllnm'd  the  way. 

Shone  on  the  chastening  rod, 
And  in  the  midst,  wide  open,  lay 

The  Gospel  of  onr  God. 

I  asked  a  man  of  fbnr  score  years 

Why  after  them  he  ran : 
He  said — and  melted  into  tears— 

They  feed  the  poor  old  man. 
He  said,  I  once  was  sick  and  sad, 

My  limbs  were  racked  with  pain ; 
They  came— and,  comforted  and  clad, 

Tne  old  man  rose  again. 

I  asked  a  weeping  widow  why 

She  followed  close  before: 
She  said — and  wiped  her  weeping  eye — 

They  came  unto  my  door; 
They  came  when  all  the  world  beside 

Had  turned  from  me  and  fled ; 
They  came  my  wants  and  woes  to  hide; 

Tney  gave  my  children  bread. 

I  asked  an  orf^n  boy  why  he 

His  eager  footstep  bends: 
He  said,  they  smile  on  all  like  me; 

They  were  my  father's  friends. 
Before  he  died  they  clothed  and  fed, 

And  all  our  gifts  they  gaye. 
And  when  we  wept  for  father  dead, 

They  threw  gifts  in  his  graye. 

And  such,  I  said,  are  Masons  all, 

Friends  to  the  needy  poor; 
They  neyer  yiew  a  Brotoer's  fidl. 

And  careless  shun  his  door; 
And  though  't  is  said  they  are  not  "  Free," 

Virtne  and  Loye  are  twins. 
And  the  blest  grace  of  charity 

Hides  multitudes  of  sins. 

They  worship  in  the  Lodge  of  God; 

Secret  and  solemn  there. 
They  bow  beneath  his  sacred  rod. 

And  breathe  a  heartfelt  prayer. 
Freemasonry,  like  woman's  loye. 

Is  taught  by  priyate  rules, 
So  deep,  that  should  it  pubUc  proye. 

It  would  be  sport  for  fools. 
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MASONBT    AND    THE    CHURCH. 


The  foUowing  remarkb  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Salatbiel  C.  Coffinberry, 
80  perfectly  tally  with  oar  own  opinions  that  we  transfer  them  to  our 
pages,  from  the  Masonic  Review.  We  are  glad  to  find  Bro.  Moore 
pablishing  such  sound  views. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  church  only  claims  to  have  infused 
the  principles  of  morality,  (not  of  religion,)  into  the  present  systems 
of  human  institutions.  It  will  also  be  remembered  that  both  the 
church  and  Freemasonry  teach  the  same  system  of  morals.  It  will 
also  be  remembered  that  the  church  teaches,  theoretically,  what  Alasonry 
puts  into  practice.  These  principles  as  practically  inculcated  by 
Masoniy,  have  a  tendency  to  unite  men  of  every  nation,  reli^on  and 
country,  while  the  effect  of  the  church  theory  has  been,  where  the 
church  has  wielded  the  power  exclusively,  to  create  di£ferences  among 
men  in  the  same  nation ;  to  designate  geographical  divisions  of  the 
earth's  surfifice,  and  to  give  peculiar  tone  to  the  several  forms  of 
gevemment,  difiering  vast^  in  their  letter  and  spirit.  These  differences 
have  too  often  resulted  in  bitter  hatred,  intolerance,  persecution,  wars 
and  bloodshed.  As  none  of  those  differences  which  distinguish  the 
several  sects  and  denominations  of  the  church  can  exist  in  Masonry,  it 
therefore  becomes  the  preserver  of  those  sacred  principles  of  morality 
about  which  the  church  disputes  and  quarrels.  Tnus  Masonry  becomes 
the  true  conservator  in  human  affairs,  while  the  church  is  at  war  with 
itself  concerning  dogmas.  Masonry  has  inculcated,  for  the  sake  of 
humanity,  what  the  church  has  inculcated  for  the  sake  of  the  church. 
Masonry  has  taught  universal  benevolence,  and  has  labored  for  man- 
kind. This  the  church  has  not  done.  The  Boman  Catholic  has  labored 
for  the  Boman  Catholic  church  alone.  The  Presbyterian  has  labored 
for  the  Presbyterian  church  alone,  and  the  Methodist  for  the  Methodist 
sect  alone.  While  these  several  denominations  were  laboring  for  sec- 
tarianism, and  the  establishment  of  peculiar 'collateral  issues,  Masoniy 
was  laboring  for  that  morality  and  universal  benevolence  which  all  the 
sects  overlooked,  or  forgot,  in  the  zeal  or  fanjU;icism  which  characterized 
their  disputations.  Mankind  is  indebted  to  Masonry  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  those  sacred  tenets  of  morality  which  the  church  neglected,  and 
for  ultimately  harmonizing  and  reconciling  those  sectarian  differences 
which  kept  up  breaches  in  society.  The  Bomanist  said  to  the  Protes- 
tant, call  not  me  brother — ^thou  art  a  heretic — ^I  am  better  than  thou. 
The  Protestant  said  to  the  Islamite,  call  not  me  brother,  I  am  better 
than  thou — thou  art  an  infidel.  The  Presbyterian  said  to  the  Universal- 
ist — ^thou  art  anti-christ,  call  me  not  brother,  I  am  better  than  thou. 
The  Baptist  said  to  the  Presbyterian,  when  he  sought  to  join  in  the 
celebration  and  commemoration  of  the  atonement,  no,  thou  art  no 
brother  of  mine,  I  will  have  neither  lot  nor  part  with  thee ;  I  thank 
thee.  Father,  that  I  am  not  as  this  Presbyterian.     Now^  these  are  the 
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results  of  tbe  teachings  of  the  chuicfa,  and  it  is  just  here  that  Free- 
roasoniy  comes  in,  with  her  white  yestments,  her  gentle,  conciliating 
voice,  and  her  pure  morals,  and  teaches  humanit*y  and  universal  be- 
nevolence to  these  church  belligerents.  Here  Masonry  steps  in  and 
harmonizes  the  church  with  itself,  by  teaching  the  churchman  that 
religion  is  universal— by  pereuading  them  to  be  men^-jaat  and  upright 
men — ^by  proving  to  them,  in  contradiction  to  their  sectarian  dogmas, 
that  they  are  not  only  men,  but  that  they  are  brothers ;  and  compels 
them  to  do  what  then:  religion  &iled  to  do,  regard  each  other  as  brothers. 
While  the  church  professed  humanity  and  morality.  Masonry  oomes  in 
and  sets  it  an  example  of  their  practice,  and  becomes  a  mediator  be- 
tween religious  sects,— -uniting  them  on  one  common  level  of  humanity. 
In  this  respect  Masoniy  efiects  among  men  what  the  (^urch  oould  not 
do.  Men,  after  Masoniy  has  applied  her  working  tools,  have  learned 
a  lesson  which  the  church  could  not  teach — to  caU  all  men  brethren, 
and  to  regard  the  rights  of  all  as  equal.  While  the  church  labored  to 
establish  morality,  it  embarrassed  it  with  a  burden  of  peculiar  sectarian 
dogmas  and  doctrines,  which  it  oould  not  bear  up  under.  But  when 
Masonry  presents  the  pure  cup  of  truth  and  morality  to  the  lips  of  the 
jarring  churchmen,  they,  with  one  accord,  sit  down  together  at  the  foot 
of  her  altar,  atid  call  each  other  brother.  From  that  altar  a  new  light 
has  burst  before  theur  eyes,  and  a  new  and  sublime  truth  has  penetrated 
their  hearts ;  and  obedient  to  the  tenets  and  teachings  of  Masonry, 
they  level  themselves  with  their  fellows,  and  acknowledge  the  equality 
of  others  with  them.  Thus  much  has  the  institution  of  Masoniy  done 
for  them,  that  their  own  religion  has  failed  to  do.  They  were  schooling 
themselves  in  lessons  of  sectarian  dogmatism  in^the  church,  while  they 
supposed  they  were  drinking  at  the  pure  fountains  of  divine  truth. 

Among  Masons  all  distinctions  of  sects  and  party  are  forgotten  and 
ignored.  The  Jew  and  the  Christian,  the  Romanist  and  the  Protestant 
all  meet  upon  the  level,  and  acknowledge  one  common  bond  of  brother- 
hood. There  may  be  many  religions  among  them,  but  there  is  but  one 
Masonry. 

Now  arises  the  question,  has  not  society  attained  to  such  a  condition 
of  social  harmony,  mutual  regard,  and  equality  of  rights,  as  man^ested 
in  our  social  institutions  and  systems  of  civil  government,  as  could  not 
be  expected  to  arise,  legitimately,  out  of  the  religious  systems  which 
teach  (as  most  of  the  present  ones  do)  the  doctrine  of  exclusive  pei^ 
fection  ?  Is  it  possible  that  a  system  of  government  as  perfect  as  that 
of  the  federal  government  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea,  could  be 
established,  or  a  tone  or  direction  given  to  its  institutions,  through  the 
influence  of  the  church,  whose  dogmas,  so  inimical  to  social  harmony, 
go  hand  in  hand  with  the  moral  teachings  which  misguided  causists 
endeavor  to  force  upon  the  public  mind,  as  a  part  of  the  system  of 
religion  '*  pure  and  undefiled  ?  We  find,  interwoven  with  our  system 
of  government,  those  great  cardinal  principles  of  equal  rights,  those 
exalted  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  that  liberty  of  conscience,  and 
privilege  of  religious  sentiment  which  permits  every  individual  to  adopt 
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his  own  foftm  of  worship,  or  not  to  worship  at  all,  which  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  the  chnrch ;  for,  the  veiy  mission  of  the  ohnrch,  as  it  claims 
for  itself,  is  to  compel  men  to  worship,  and  to  prescribe  the  form  of  that 
worship.  These  features,  then,  in  omr  form  of  government,  must  be 
traced  to  some  other  source  than  that  of  the  influence  of  the  church. 
To  what  source  shall  we  look,  then,  for  these  inestimable  privileges, 
thus  Youchsafod  to  us  by  our  politicid  oonstitution  ¥  As  we  have  seen, 
we  cannot  look  to  the  church,  for  that  does  not  teach  liberty  of  con- 
science :  the  church  often  says  thou  shalt  not  worship  as  thou  listest ; 
thou  shalt  worship  as  shall  be  Rotated  unto  thee,  by  us.  This  is  in 
direct  contradiction  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our  government,  and 
henoe  the  principle  could  not  nave  been  transplanted  from  the  church. 
Does  the  church  teach  equality,  and  liberty  of  conscience,  and  religious 
thought,  when  it  arrogates  to  itself  the  prerogative  of  dictating  the 
only  true  rule  of  foith,  and  of  prescribing  the  only  acceptable  ceremony 
of  worship?  Let  us  examine  the  principles  of  Masonry,  and  see  if 
we  can  ^perceive  in  its  profosfflons,  and  its  practices,  that  which  would 
appear  more  like  the  parent  of  those  salutary  and  equitable  features  of 
our  American  system  of  government 

Masoniy  teaches  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  among  men.  It 
teaches  morality,  universal  freedom  of  thought,  and  independence  of 
moral  action.  It  teaches  equality  among  mankind,  and  equal  rights  to 
alL  It  teaches  good  works,  as  the  only  standard  of  eminence  and  dia- 
tinotion  among  men.  It  teaches  pure  righteousness,  without  regard  to 
a  particular  form  of  creed,  or  articles  of  faith.  Now,  we  find,  when 
we  come  to  examine  the  professions  of  Masonry,  that  they  are  identical 
with  those  embraced  in  our  system  of  free  government,  and  that  those 
who  framed  our  political  system,  simply  transplanted  them  from  the 
Masonic  trestle  board,  and  embodied  them  in  toe  form  of  a  dvil  and 
political  charter.  Can  we  longer  doubt  their  origin  ?  Can  we  doubt 
the  influence  which  Masonry  must  have  exerted  in  modeling  and  giving 
tone  to  that  form  of  government  which  was  established  by  our  fathers, 
and  which  has  not  only  proven  salutary  for  us,  their  descendants,  but 
has  become  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed  of  every  countiy  and  eveiy 
nation  of  the  old  world  ?  A  system  which  has  encouraged  the  useful 
arts,  and  the  most  noble  enterprises  of  the  age— a  nursery  of  science 
and  philosophy — the  cradle  of  liberty  and  the  grave  of  the  patriot  and 
hero  ?    This  looks  like  the  offspring  of  Freemasonry. 

There  is,  however,  a  fact  in  connection  with  this  matter,  which  must 
settle  this  question  beyond  a  cavil,  as  to  what  influence  Masoniy  exerted 
in  the  formation  of  our  system  of  govemmen1r-in  shaping  its  details 
and  directing  its  issues  and  final  ends.  That  fact  is,  that  with  the 
exception  of  seven^  (as  it  is  believed,)  of  the  members  of  that  august 
assembly  which  proclaimed  to  the  world  the  memorable  declaration  of 
American  Independence,  every  member  was  a  Mason.  Perhaps  there 
may  be  those  who  denounce  them  as  fools  and  bad  men,  because  they 
were  Masons ;  although  their  wisdom  suggested  a  system,  and  their 
goodness  secured  to  their  calumniators  the  privilege  of  religious  worship. 
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Amonff  tihose  noble  patriots  and  eminent  statesmen  there  were  Baptists, 
Methodists,  Quakers,  Universalists,  Unitarians,  Deists,  Roman  Catho- 
lics and  non-professors ;  and  there  was  not  heard  one  word  of  discord 
among  them  all,  concerning  their  respectiye  religious  creeds.  Was  not 
this  strange  ?  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  Roiqan  Catholic  was 
reconciled  to  permit  the  Methodist  to  worship  just  as  his  conscience 
might  dictate,  with  the  assurance  that  his  devotions  should  be  respected 
and  he  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  them ;  and  what  was  just  as 
strange,  the  Protestant^  for  once^  conceded  the  like  privilege  to  the 
Papist.  This  noble  liberality  neither  of  them  ever  learned  to  feel  in 
their  respective  churches.  But  they  went  farther ;  each  bound  himself 
to  the  other,  under  the  most  solemn  engagements,  to  defend  each  other 
in  the  enjoyment  of  this  privilege,  even  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
and  on  the  battle-field,  if  necessary.  And  the  Komanist  and  the  Prot- 
estant, in  spite  of  their  church  teachings  to  the  contrary,  did  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  doing  battle,  each  for  the  other's  religions  fiuth ; 
something  (not  their  religion,  for  that  would  have  kept  them  at  a  per- 
petual distance,)  had  united  them.  Certainly  this  was  not  strictly 
orthodox ;  but  it  was  strictly  Masonic  It  was  rational.  It  was  strong- 
ly tinctured  with  that  humanity  and  philanthropy  which  is  taught  in 
Masonic  Lodges.  The  members  of  that  great  convention  at  Philadel- 
phia, while  they  embraced  almost  every  creed  of  religious  faith,  had 
been  taught  higher  lessons  and  hieher  truths  than  any  creed  teaches ; 
they  had  been  taught  to  regard  each  other  as  brothers,  and  equal  in  all 
their  rights ;  and  these  things  had  been  taught  them  by  Masonry. 
While  they  had  different  religions  and  many  faiths,  they  had  but  one 
Masonry.  Although  they  had  many  churches  they  had  but  one  Masonic 
sanctuary — one  Masonic  altar;  hence  the  harmony  of  interest,  the 
harmony  of  counsel,  and  the  results  so  glorious  to  them,  and  so  impor- 
tant to  mankind;  a  free  and  independent  government — ^a  free  and 
independent  privilege  of  worship. 


f  ■•♦— 


\Ss^  Idleness  is  severely  condemned  by  Masonry,  and  all  members 
of  the  Order  are  called  upon  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  bee,  and 
not  become  drones  in  the  hive.  How  often  are  these  teachings  neg- 
lected by  Masons,  or  not  construed  in  their  true  sense !  How  many 
idle  away  precious  hours  in  silly  talk  or  foolish  amusements  I  Or,  if 
at  work,  how  many  labor  merely  to  accumulate  wealth,  or  gain  £ime, 
and  fail  to  perform  those  offices  of  charity  which  duty  imperatively  calls 
on  them  to  perform  I  This  class,  wo  fear,  is  large.  It  is  certainly 
more  numerous  than  the  mere  idlers.  Such  men  fail  to  be  touched  by 
the  spirit  of  Masonry ;  they  fail  to  comprehend  its  meaning,  or  com- 
prehending, they  culpably  neglect  to  fulfil  its  precepts. 
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THE   GENERAL   6BAND   CHAPTEE. 


The  nearness  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  gives 
new  interest  to  topics  of  discnssion  which  have  oconpied  the  attention 
of  Bojal  Arch  Masons  for  the  past  two  years.  Not  a  few  look  forward 
with  anxiety  to  the  proceedings,  and  many  are  conjecturing  what  will 
be  the  resnlt  of  the  eonvocatiofi.  We  are  constantly  interrogated, 
orally  and  by  letter,  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  G.  G.  Body. 

It  is  well  known  that  we  regard  the  G.  G.  Chapter  not  only 
as  an  organization  poww less  for  good,  but  pregnant  with  the  seeds  of 
discord.  The  past  two  years  furnish  sufficient  fiicts  for  such  an  opinion 
to  rest  on.  This  view  is  entertained  by  a  large  portion  of  the  B.  A. 
Masons  of  the  United  States^  and  has  been  expressed  by  not  a  few  of 
the  Grand  Chapters.  The  storm  which  will  sweep  out  of  existence 
the  G.  G.  Chaptw  is  gathering  with  force.  There  is  only  one  thing, 
as  it  seems  to  us,  that  can  avert  its  fury  and  stay  its  power  of  destruc- 
tion, and  that  is  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  amendments  to  its  con- 
stitution, which  will  divest  it  of  all  authority  or  power  as  &r  as  Grand 
Chapters  are  concerned.  That  and  that  alone  may  prolong  its  life 
three  years  more ;  but  if  the  amendments  are  not  adopted,  its  last  con- 
vocation will  be  held  in  September,  1859. 

The  above  opinion  is  given  on  information  from  different  sections  of 
the  Union,  public  and  private.  The  cause  of  those  who  desire  to 
perpetuate  the  organization,  has  been  weakened  more  by  the  action  of 
M.  E.  Chas.  Gilman,  than  all  other  influences  combined.  His  unwar- 
ranted assumption  of  power  in  the  Michigan  case  has  opened  the  eyes 
of  a  large  number  oi  'EL  A.  Masons  to  the  evils  which  result  from  the 
further  continuance  of  the  G.  G.  Body.  Indeed,  we  believe  his  pro- 
ceedings are  most  severely  condemned  by  some  of  the  advocates  of  the 
national  organization.  Their  efforts,  though  they  may  be  effective  to 
prolong  its  existence  a  few  years,  will  be  powerless  to  long  avert  the 
destruction  which  awaits  it.  For  any  good  it  has  done  in  the  past,  let 
due  credit  be  given  to  it.  Its  day  of  usefulness  has  passed,  and  it 
now  only  remains  as  an  incubus  —  a  source  of  discord  and  confusion. 
Better  would  it  be  for  R.  A.  Masonry,  if  it  were  dead  and  decently 
buried.  When  thus  interred,  we  will  join  in  the  hearty  benediction, 
*'  Peace  to  its  ashes." 
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LAYING  OF  COBNER  STONE  AT  PLYMOUTH,  MASS. 


On  the  second  day  of  August  last,  the  comer  stone  of  the  "  Monu- 
mental Canopy  and  National  Monument "  was  laid  with  Masonie  cere- 
monies at  the  landing  place  of  the  Pilgrims— Plymouth,  Maasachusetts. 
The  national  monument  is  to  be  erected  upon  the  *'  Forefiithers'  Bock." 
Grand  Master  Heard  was  present,  and  officiated. 

The  following  hymn,  written  lor  the  occasion,  was  sung : 

Though  ages  pass,  and  empires  wane. 
Oar  Ahoibnt  Ljlndm aiues  still  remain ; 
And  Rites,  whidi  stood  the  tempest  shock. 
We  now  renew  on  FUgrim  Bock. 

We  consecrate  to  Thee,  O  God, 
This  spot  where  first  the  Fathers  trod; 
Foraver  sacred  let  it  be. 
Beneath  a  Pilgrim  Canopy. 

,  Immortal  Bock!   On  thee  began 

The  march  of  mind — the  rights  of  man; 
And,  taaght  bj  Pilgrim  siies,  we  see 
Nought  but  the  Truth  can  make  as  free. 

The  Grand  Master  made  a  veiy  neat  and  appropriate  address.  We 
have  room  lor  only  the  foUowing  extract : 

It  is  not  known,  Sir,  that  any  of  the  passengers  of  the  Mayflower 
were  Freemasons ;  certainly  no  record  of  the  fact  has  been  discovered. 
But  since  it  is  well  authenticated  that  our  institution  was  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  in  England  in  1620,  it  is  not  improbable  that  some  mem- 
bers of  a  society  which,  from  the  earliest  times^  has  been  tolerant  as 
regards  modes  of  religious  worship,  should  have  united  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  of  the  Pilgrims,  and  fled  with  them  from  the  perse- 
cutions inflicted  on  dissenters  by  the  established  church. 

That  there  are  no  accounts  extant  of  private  or  subordinate  Lodges 
in  the  earlier  days  of  the  colonies,  is  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  that 
none  then  existed  in  them.  In  the  constitution  of  a  Lodge  previous  to 
the  past  century,  it  was  not  necessary  that  its  existence  and  proceedings 
should  have  official  or  durable  recoid ;  it  received  no  warrant  or  ch^ 
ter  from  the  Oenend  Assembly — the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  time — ^nor 
were  its  meetings  confined  to  any  particular  time  or  place :  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  that  under  these  circumstances,  and  after  a  lapse  of 
two  centuries,  all  traces  of  it  should  be  obliterated.  Thus  it  is  appa- 
rent that  a  Lodge  might  have  existed  eVen  in  the  Mayflower,  and  been 
composed  of  Pilgrims,  without  the  knowledge  of  their  associates  or 
posterity.  The  principles  of  Freemasoniy  are  in  no  way  incompatible 
with  the  professions  of  the  Forefathers  in  morab  or  religious  belief,  but 
on  the  contrary,  are  such  as  would  have  been  approved  and  vindicated 
by  them. 
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It  will  not  be  out  of  place  lor  me  to  mentiOD  here  a  ooinctdence  de- 
riyed  from  the  histoiy  of  our  sodety  and  that  of  the  first  settlers ;  I 
allude  to  the  &ct  that  t?ro  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  Eueland  were  also 
members  of  the  '' CounciD  established  at  Plymouth  .bj  the  Great 
Patent,  which  passed  the  seals  on  the  third  of  November,  1620»  and 
became  the  foundation  of  all  subsequent  grants  oi  territory  in  New 
England.  They  were  William,  the  third  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel.  The  former  was  Chancellor  of  the  Um- 
versity  of  Oxford,  and  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  King's  household,  the 
latter  Earl  Marshal  of  the  realm.  Pembroke,  who  was  Senior  Grand 
Warden  under  the  Grand  Mastership  of  Inigo  Jones»  his  firiend  and  a 
celebrated  architect,  succeeded  him  as  Grand  Master  in  1618,  and  con- 
tinued to  preude  over  the  Fraternity  until  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1630.    Arundel  was  elected  to  the  office  in  1633,  and  filled  it  for  the  -] 

period  of  two  years.  ] 


^  »»■ 


"GOD  TEMPBRS  THE  WIND   TO  THE  SHOBN  LAMB." 


We  have  received  the  appended  note  from  the  lady  who  has  carried 
on  the  controversy  with  ''  Kewassa'*  in  former  volumes.  We  trust  she 
will  &vor  us  with  other  communications  in  the  future,  as  we  are  sure 
they  would  be  welcomed  by  our  readers. 

Dixon,  Jvhi  19,  1859. 

Once  more,  my  dear  Ashlar,  I  desire  to  trespass  upon  your  time, 
patience,  and  pages.  It  is  fitting  that  the  vanquished  assist  in  placing 
upon  the  brow  of  the  conqueror  the  laurel  wreath  he  has  so  nobly  won. 
"  Notes  and  Queries  "  solved  the  problem  for  '^  Kewassa ;"  a  country 
newspaper,  viz.,  ''Freeman's  Journal,"  forme.  Let  me  say  that, 
whatever  the  &ilings  of  Sterne  may  have  been,  I  am  disposed  to 
cast  the  "  mantle  of  charity  "  over  them,  accept  the  good  he  has  writ- 
ten, and  attribute  the  bad  to  the **  eight  day  dock." 

When  I  penned  my  first  for  The  Ashlajel,  it  was  simply  as  a 
reply  to  a  query  in  the  Mirror  and  Keytioney  some  four  or  five  years 
since.  If  the  ''controversy  with  a  woman"  has  in  any  way  con- 
tributed to  the  knowledge  of  even  one  person,  I  am  fully  rewarded, 
and  will  now  withdraw  from  further  discussion. 

Will  The  Ashlar  please  accept  the  wnOere  thanks  of  one  whom 
"  Kewassa  "  so  gallantly  denominated  "  your  £sur  correspondent "  ? 
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MASONIC     JURISPRUDENCE  — QUEEIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


MEMBBESHIP  IN  TWO  LODOBS. 

Bto,  Weston :  Some  years  ago  we  obtained  a  dispensation  for  a 
Lodge  in  this  place  [in  Indiana].  On  the  petition  for  the  dispensation 
was  the  name  of  a  Brother  who  was  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  Michi- 
gan. This  Brother  was  regarded  as  a  charter  member  of  onr  Lodge, 
and  has  always  been  considered  a  member.  Kecently,  however,  we 
have  discovered  that  he  never  took  his  demit  from  the  Lodge  in  Michi- 

fan,  and  that  that  body  claims  him  as  a  member,  and  demands  dues, 
[e  is  also  indebted  to  our  Lodge  for  dues.  Is  he  still  a  member  of  the 
Lodge  in  Michigan  ?  Can  we  demand  dues  of  him  ?  If  a  member  of 
the  Lodge  in  Michigan,  what  is  the  proper  course  for  us  to  pursue  ? 

Ans.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Brother  referred  to  by  our  corres- 
pondent, is  a  member  of  the  Lodge  in  Michigan,  and  bound  to  pay  daes 
to  that  body.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana,  we  think,  does  not  allow 
a  Mason  to  be  a  member  of  two  warranted  Lodges  at  the  same  time. 
We  therefore  regard  it  as  plain  that  the  Brother  is  not  a  member  of  the 
Lodge  in  Indiana,  and  is  not  bound  to  pay  dues  to  it.  The  proper 
course  to  pursue  is,  to  strike  his  name  from  the  list  of  members,  and  if 
he  has  been  malicious  in  the  matter,  or  has  acted  through  culpable 
ignorance,  to  prefer  charges  against  him.  The  charges  can  be  preferred 
in  any  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  is,  or  in  the  Lodge  in  Michigan ' 
of  which  he  is  a  member. 


CLOSING  TniBD  DEORBE  BBFOKB  BUSINESS  IS   DONE,  AND  OPENING 


AGAIN.  I 


Editor  of  The  Ashlar — Dear  Brother:  At  a  regular  meeting  our 
Lodge  was  opened  on  the  third  degree.  The  usual  business  was  trans- 
acted, and  the  Lodge  closed  and  opened  on  the  first  degree.  A  candi- 
date was  initiated.  Several  members  had  left,  supposing  the  business 
in  the  third  degree  was  finished,  but  the  Master  opened  again  on  the 
third,  and  the  ballot  was  passed  for  a  candidate,  and  he  was  elected. 
Was  this  right  ?    Please  answer  in  your  magazine. 

Ans.  It  was  not  right,  but  decidedly  wrong.  The  business  in  the 
third  degree  should  have  been  finished  before  it  was  closed.  In  the 
very  case  given,  some  Brother  may  innocently  have  left  the  Lodge, 
who,  if  present,  would  have  cast  a  black  ball.  In  case  it  is  desirable 
to  dispense  with  labor  on  the  third,  to  be  again  resumed  and  have  busi- 
ness transacted  after  working  in  the  first  or  second  degree,  the  Master 
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flboold  state  the  matter  to  the  Lodge  when  opened  in  the  third,  that 
all  membens  may  have  due  notice,  and  a  &ir  opportmiity  to  guard  the 
interesta  of  the  Inatitation  and  enjoy  their  rights. 


OBTAINING  PSBMIS8I0N   TO   CONFER  DEGBEES  ON  OANDIDATES  UYIKG 

IN  ANOTHER  JURISDICTION. 

Bro.  W, :  A  Lodge  in  InoUana  has  applied  to  our  Lodee  [in  Michi- 
gan]] fi>r  permission  to  confer  the  degrees  on  a  candidate  living  in  our 
^isdiction.     Can  our  Lodge  give  permission  ? 

Ans«  The  application  by  the  Lodge  in  Indiana  should  be  made  to 
the  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  who  is  the  only  authority  that  can 
grant  the  request. 

ASSESSMENT  OT  MEMBERS. 

AHyn  Weston,  Esq, — Dear  Sir  and  Bro, :  Can  a  Lodge  assess  its 
members  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Lodge  ?  For  instance,  a  Lodge  owes 
one  hundred  dolkrs»  and  has  twenty  members :  can  it  assess  them  five 
dollars  apiece,  and  oblige  them  to  pay  ? 

Ans.  It  can.  Each  Lodge  fizes  the  amount  of  dues  which  its 
members  are  to  pay,  and  the  time  and  manner  in  which  they  are  to  be 
paid.  Having  this  power,  it  can  exert  it  at  any  time.  The  assessment 
to  pay  debts  would  be  merely  an  exercise  of  the  power  referred  to,  and 
in  many  cases  a  veiy  judicious  and  just  one. 


COUNSEL  IN  MASONIC  TRIALS. 

Editor  Ashlar — Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  When  charges  are  pre- 
ferred against  a  Mason,  is  he  entitled  to  have  counsel  to  conduct  his 
defence  ?    If  so,  should  the  counsel  be  a  member  of  the  same  Lodge  ? 

An&  As  a  matter  of  justice,  we  think  the  accused  is  clearly  entitled 
to  counsel,  and  it  would  be  highly  unfair  to  deprive  him  of  the  privi- 
lege—if it  may  not  be  called  a  right.  Any  Master  Mason  can  act  as 
counsel. 


CAN  COUNSEL  VOTE? 

Hfy  Dear  Brother  Weston :  When  a  member  of  a  Lodge  is  counsel  f 
for  another  member  against  whom  charges  are  preferred,  can  he  vote   ; 
on  the  decision  of  the  case  ?  "^ 

Ans.  Slackey  holds  that  he  "  forfeits  his  right  to  vote  on  the  final 
decision  of  the  question."  This  is  strong  authority,  but  we  cannot 
subscribe  to  it    It  would  be  judicious  for  the  counsel  to  ask  to  be  ex- 
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cused  from  voting,. bat  we  can  see  no  reason  why  he  forfeits  his  right 
to  vote.  He  is  not  presamed  to  undertake  the  defonoe  of  the  aocosed 
as  some  lawyers  defend  criminals,  «•  6.  to  act  without  regard  to  right 
and  justice.  The  counsel  is  a  Master  Mason,  bound  by  all  the  sacred 
obligations  of  the  Institution.  He  cannot  part  with  his  character  and 
responsibility  as  a  Mason,  and  become  merely  an  advocate.  For  this 
reason  we  think  he  is  entitled  to  vote  if  he  sees  fit  to  do  so« 


VOUOHINa  POE  VISITORS. 

Bro,  AUyn  Weston:  A  Brother  presented  himself  at  our  Lodge 
and  asked  admittance.  A  Brother  in  the  Lodge  said  he  would  vouch 
for  him.  The  W.  M.  asked  the  Brother  vouching  if  he  had  ever  sat 
in  a  Lodge  with  the  person  who  wished  to  be  admitted.  He  said  he 
had  not,  but  was  satisfied  that  he  was  a  Mason.  The  Master  appointed 
a  committee,  who  examined  the  visitor.    Was  this  necessary  ? 

Ans.  The  Master  acted  rightly.  Li  no  case  should  a  Brother 
vouch  for  a  vidtor  unless  he  has  sat  in  a  Lodge  with  him. 


JUSTIFICATION  f OR  PUBLISHING   A  BROTHXR. 

Editor  Ashlar :  A  Brother  publishing  a  newspaper,  charges  in  his 
columns,  another  Brother  with  acts  highly  unmasonic,  and  of  a  crimi- 
nal nature,  in  his  business  dealings.  Charges  are  preferred  against 
the  publisher,  and  he  wishes  to  justify  his  conduct  on  the  following 
grounds :  1st.  The  truth  of  the  charges ;  and  2nd.  That  it  was  the 
only  effective  means  he  could  employ  to  guard  Master  Masons  and  the 
public  against  the  practices  of  the  Brother  whom  he  has  published  as 
unworthy  of  confidence.    Can  he  justify  on  such  grounds! 

Ans«  Whether  he  can  or  cannot  justify  on  such  grounds,  must 
depend,  as  it  seems  to  us,  on  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Suppose  a 
Mason,  the  publisher  of  a  paper  in  Northern  Indiana,  should  discover 
that  a  Brother  Mason  had  become  linked  with  the  band  of  blacklegs, 
thieves,  &c.,  who  infest  that  region,  and  that  plans  were  laid  to  bum 
and  destroy  property  in  the  district.  Most  certainly  the  publisher  would 
be  justified  in  publishing  the  guilty  Brother  to  the  world,  and  warning 
aU  against  him.^  It  is  for  the  Lodge  to  judge,  under  aU  the  circum- 
stances,  whether  the  publisher  acted  honestly  and  without  malice,  and 
pursued  a  judicious  course.  We  should  consider  it  the  duty  of  the 
publisher,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  to  prefer  charges  against  the 
Brother  whom  he  accuses  of  wrong  doing. 


THE   A8HLAB.  28 

EDITORIAL   CORKESPONDENCE. 


Elkhart,  Ihd.,  July  3\,  1899. 

Dbar  Ashlab  :  Of  all  days  m  the  \reek,  I  believe  Sunday  is  most 
acceptable  to  a  man  of  labor.  He  who  does  not  look  forward  to  it 
with  pleasure,  and  who  findg  it  dull  and  tedious,  is  indeed  to  be  pitied 
as  "  a  drone  in  the  hire/'  who  thinks  more  of  frivolous  pursuits  than 
the  serious  realities  of  life.  To  me  it  is  ever  welcome,  and  especially  at 
tfaiG  time.  I  left  home  three  days  ago,  via  the  Michigan  Southern  and 
Northern  Indiana  Eailroad,  atad  visited  Laporte.  There  I  was  wel- 
corned  as  in  past  years  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Fravel,  High  Priest  of  the 
Chapter,  and  W.  M.  of  a  Lodge.  I  found  Bro.  F.,  as  usual,  filled 
with  zeal  in  the  cause»  and  by  his  kindness  my  short  stay  was  rendered 
peculiarly  agreeable.  The  Chapter  in  Laporte  was  recently  placed  in 
a  queer  position.  One  of  its  principal  officers  died,  and  the  other  two 
removed  to  a  distance.  By  a  dispensation  of  the  O.  H.  P.  of  the 
State,  the  Chapter  elected  delegates  to  attend  the  Convocation  of  the 
Qrand  Chapter. 

My  next  stopping  place  was  New  Carlisle,  a  prosperous  village  of 
about  a  thousand  inhabitants,  which  has  a  flourishing  Lodge  three  years 
old.  The  Masonic  heart  beats  rightly  in  this  place.  The  Craft  has 
been  for  three  years  under  the  guidance  of  Bro.  Abraham  Pyle,  a 
bright  and  ardent  Mason,  who  has  made  the  ritual  a  subject  of  careful 
and  continued  study.  The  fruits  of  his  labors  are  evident  in  the  zeal 
and  interest  displayed  by  the  members  of  his  Lodge. 

At  Mishawaka,  a  beautiful  manufiEu;turing  village,  I  took  quarters 
at  the  Milburn  House,  kept  by  mine  hosts  Wright  and  Hartman. 
Their  names  do  not  belie  them ;  one  is  certainly  ri^t,  and  the  other 
is  a  man  with  a  heart,  and  a  large  one.  Bad  as  that  attempt  at  a 
pun  may  appear,  it  contains  a  serious  truth.  For  comfortable  apart- 
ments, clean,  palatable  food,  and  attentive  landlords,  the  Milburn  House 
is  not  surpassed  by  any  country  hotel  that  it  has  been  my  fortune  to 
visit.  Mishawaka  has  a  good  Lodge,  and  not  a  few  zealous  and  worthy 
craftsmen,  among  whom  I  may  mention  Bros.  J.  H.  Whitson  (who 
laid  me  under  obligations  by  his  kindness)  and  J.  0.  Evans. 

At  Kendalville,  Ind.,  I  found  a  flourishing  village  of  about  a  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  was  served  with  an  excellent  dinner  at  the  Bur- 
nam  House»  kept  by  Bro.  Judge  Bumam,  whose  initiation  dates  back 
beyond  the  days  of  the  Morgan  excitement  which  tried  men's  aoula, — 
a  worthy  and  venerable  representative  of  those  men  who  fearlessly 
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bniTed  the  stonn  which,  to  the  weak  mizided  and  ^oiant,  aeemed  about 
to  overwhelm  the  Institution.  At  Kendalville  there  is  no  Lodge,  al- 
though in  the  village  and  its  vicinity  there  are  about  thirty  Masons, 
and  among  them  some  competent  and  bright  ones.  In  such  a  place, 
it  seems  to  me,  the  Craft  diould  not  longer  remain  without  a  ground 
floor,  a  middle  chamber  and  a  sanctum  sanctorum.  A  good  hall  is  in 
the  process  of  erection,  aqd  I  hope  ere  long  to  be  able  to  chronicle  the 
birth  of  a  new  Lodge  in  the  place.  Through  the  kindness  of  Bro. 
M.  H.  Mott,  I  formed  the  acquaintance  of  many  of  the  Masons  in  the 
village. 

Yesterday  I  made  my  fourdi  visit  to  Ligonier,  noted,  as  well  as 
Kendalville,  for  being  a  head  quarters  of  the  Regulators,  a  society  for 
the  detection  and  jsuppression  of  horse  thieves,  gamblers  and  villains 
of  all  kinds,  who  for  many  years  carried  on  their  vicious  and  wicked 
practices  with  success.  In  January,  1858,  the  Regulators  hung  one 
MoDugal ;  and  since  then  they  have  arrested  and  handed  over  to  the 
courts  several  noted  rogues,  who  have  been  sent  to  State-prison.  As 
in  past  years,  I  found  among  the  Craft  in  Ligonier  commendable  zeaL 
A  new  Chapter  has  just  reoeived  a  charter  in  this  place,  and  Comp. 
Otis  Cole  is  High  Priest.  I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Comp.  C,  but  his  praises  as  a  bright  and  ardent  member  of  the  Frar 
temity  were  in  every  mouth.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  under  his 
auspices  the  new  E.  A.  body  will  flourish. 

To-day — the  day  of  re3t**-after  a  drought  of  flve  weeks,  rain  causes 
the  husbandman  to  rejoice.  Pleasant  indeed,  after  the  dust  and  heat 
of  a  month,  is  this  restorer  of  nature.  It  causes  every  one  to  utter 
exclamadons  of  pleasure.  I  like  the  rain.  I  like  the  overshadowing 
of  the  heavens  after  the  many  bright,  suuDy  days.  There  is  a  solem- 
nity, a  pleasing,  quiet  sadness,  that  turns  the  thoughts  from  the  trivial 
affairs  of  the  world  to  those  grand  and  noble  objects  which  belong  to  a 
higher  life  and  the  boundless  sphere  of  eternity.  At  such  a  time  how 
poor,  how  worse  than  worthless,  do  the  baubles  of  wealth,  fame  and 
pleasure  appear !  How  small  and  insigniflcant  are  they  when  obtained ! 
The  man  who  will  Dot  reflect  on  such  a  day  as  this,  whose  thoughts  are 
not  carried  above  the  world  to  the  contemplation  of  the  lofty  themes  of 
Deity,  of  life  and  death,  deserves  the  pity,  if  not  the  condemnation  of 
his  fellows.  A.  W. 

MovBOB,  Mich.,  Auoust  2,  1859. 
As  you  saw  by  a  former  letter,  I  spent  Sunday  at  Elkhart,  Ind. 
I  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  there,  receiving  kind  attentions  from  Bro. 
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A.  S.  DaTenporty  a  gentleman  who  is  thoronghly  Teraed  in  the  ritoal 
of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  haa  deyoted  mnch  time  to  the  study  of  Masonry. 
I  had  but  little  opportunity  to  see  Bro.  Main,  the  W.  M.  of  Uie  Lodge, 
and  an  old  acquaintance,  but  I  saw  enough  of  him  to  know  that  he  was 
as  zealous  as  ever  in  promoting  the  interest  of  the  Craft 

At  White  Pigeon,  Michigan,  I  met  Bros.  Doughty  and  J.  Eastman 
Johnson,  two  worthy  and  active  Masons.  I  trust  that  the  pages  of  the 
present  volume  of  Thb  AsHiiAB  will  be  improved  by  productions  from 
Bro.  J.'s  pen — ever  fresh  and  vigorous. 

Bro.  Dart,  W.  M.,  extended  to  me  a  cordial  weloome  at  Goldwater, 
giving  fr^sh  evidence  of  kindness  of  heart  and  a  true  Masonic  spirit. 
The  new  Chapter  in  this  place  is  doing  well ;  its  work  is  good  work, 
square  work,  such  work  as  we  are  authorized  to  receive.  I  should 
think  the  Craft  were  flourishing  in  the  goodly  city  of  Coldwater,  and 
that  Bro.  Dart  had  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  labors. 

In  Toledo,  Ohio,  I  made  but  a  short  visit,  which  was  rendered  pecu- 
liarly agreeable,  by  Bro.  D.  H.  Miner,  a  most  kmd-hearted  Mason, 
and  affable  gentleman.     I  hope  to  visit  Toledo  agam  at  no  distant  day. 

In  this  place  where  I  am  now  writing,  I  find  many  old  &miliar  fiices — 
Bros.  James  Darrah,  Thomas  Norman,  W.  W.  Prentice,  J.  M.  Oliver, 

B.  Dansard,  and  many  other  members  of  the  Craft.  Under  the  aus- 
pices of  Comp.  Darrah,  the  new  Chapter  is  progressing  finely.  Mon- 
roe has  two  Lodges,  a  Chapter  and  a  Commandery.  It  is  well  supplied 
with  Masonic  bo'^ies,  but  it  sustains  them  all  creditably.         A.  W. 


tm—^*- 


\1l^  Many  can  maintain  themselves  better  in  adversity  than  in  pros- 
perity. Trying  circumstances — ^misfortunes— -often  prove  what  the  man 
is,  and  show  his  true  worth,  while  ease,  wealth  and  honors  make  him 
effeminate,  idle,  and  often  dissipated.  Let  no  one  then  in  poverty  and 
sorrow  repine.  There  is  a  compensation  for  ills  patiently  borne,  and 
although  we  may  not  see  it  at  once,  we  shall  finally  realize  it  We 
cannot  judge  the  world  truly  by  outward  circumstances ;  we  must  look 
into  the  heart  and  soul  of  man  to  know  what  he  really  and  truly  is. 
That  philosophy  which  teaches  that  all  trials  and  disappointments  are 
fcr  our  good,  is  oertamly  true  in  one  sense,  for  we  can  make  them  in- 
struments of  improvement  Is  it  not  then  our  duty  to  do  so  ?  Let 
those  who  think  themselves  unfortunate  consider  this  with  care. 
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NON-ATTENDANCE   OF  MEMBERS. 


]\Iasonrt  cannot  flourish  well  in  any  place  unless  the  machinery  by 
which  it  is  gaajrdecl  and  its  interests  promoted,  is  properly  cared  for 
and  worked.  Lodges  are  essential  to  the  Order ;  they  must  be  sus- 
tained. Every  person  who  desires  to  be  initiated  knows  that  he  will  be 
bound,  when  a  Mason,  to  devote  a  portion  of  his  time  and  study  to 
the  Institution.  Every  member  of  the  Fraternity  knows  that  he  is  so 
bound.  Masonry  does  not  interfere  with  any  man's  "  necessary  avoca- 
tions, for  these  are  on  no  account  to  be  neglected ;"  but  its  interests 
imperatively  demand  that  he  shall,  by  every  means  in  his  power,  aid 
and  sustam  the  various  subordinate  bodies  to  which  he  belongs.  He 
is,  therefore,  bound  by  the  strongest  moral  ties  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
his  Lodge  punctually ;  to  take  part  in  its  proceedings,  and  above  all,  to 
deposit  his  ballot  for  or  against  candidates. 

The  delinquents  to  whom  our  remarks  are  especially  addressed,  com- 
pose a  large  class.  We  find  them  wherever  we  go,  and  not  one  in  fifty 
can  give  a  good  excuse  for  his  short-coming.  Some  say  that  business 
requires  all  their  attention ;  yet  they  find  time  to  idle  away  an  hour  or 
two  in  gossip  or  small  talk ;  they  find  time  to  attend  parties  and  other 
places  of  amusement.  Is  not  Masonry  of  more  importance  than  snob 
objects?  Others  assert  that  **  matters  do  not  go  on  in  the  Lodge  "  to 
suit  them,  and  so  they  leave  it  alone.  This  is  the  very  reason  why 
they  should  attend  and  give  their  influence  to  improve  the  condition  of 
afi&irs.  There  is  no  need  of  repeating  the  £Euniliar  excuses,  which 
generally  are  mere  subterfuges.  There  are  but  few  Masons  living, 
who,  if  they  value  the  Institution  as  they  ought,  will  not  find  time  to 
attend  the  regular  meetings  of  their  Lodge. 

The  attendance  of  Lodge  meetmgs  is  the  beiit  criterion  by  which  to 
judge  the  condition  of  the  Fraternity.  In  any  town  where  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  get  a  sufficient  attendance  to  transact  business  and  work,  or 
where,  out  of  a  large  number  of  members,  only  comparatively  few 
attend,  you  may  be  sure  that  there  is  little  zeal  among  the  Craft,  and 
that  they  are  not  true  to  the  interests  of  the  Institution. 

We  ask  Masons  who  do  not  punctually  attend  Lodge  meetings,  can 
you  reconcile  your  conduct  with  your  ideas  of  right  and  justice  ?  We 
think  every  candid  Brother  who  will  reflect  an  iastant,  will  answer  in 
the  negative. 

All  Masons  should  consider  this  evil  and  endeavor  to  remove  it 
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Thoae  delinqaents  who  natnrallj  like  Masoniy,  ^rill,  on  a  proper  repre- 
seotatioD,  reform  their  ways ;  those  who  do  not,  maj  be  stamped  as 
drones  '*  m  the  hive  of  nature,  useless  membezs  of  sodetj,  and  un< 
worthy  our  protection  as  Masons." 

It  is  sincerely  to  ba  hoped  that  this  subject  will  receive  more  atten- 
tion than  it  has  done,  and  that  efforts  will  be  made  to  effect  a  salutary 
reform* 


m»  ■ » » *i 


A  WoRTKT  MA80N.*-We  haTO  recendy  reoeiyed  a  letter  from  Bro. 
Gilbert  C.  Bedell,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Hiohigan,  whom  we  have  known  for 
years  as  a  worthy  member  of  the  Order.  Although  his  communication 
was  not  written  for  publication,  we  are  satisfied  he  will  not  object  to 
our  placing  before  the  readers  of  Tas  Ashlab,  the  following  inteiest- 
ing  biography  of  himself: 

'*  I  was  made  a  Mason  i*-  June,  1810,  in  old  Gen.  Schuyler's  Man- 
sion  House,  on  the  batfle-ground  where  Bourgoyne  surrendered,  at 
Saratoga,  Gen*  S.  Derider  being  then  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  called 
Schuyler  Lodge  No.  218 ;  and  in  1824  I  reached  the  topmost  round  of 
the  Masonio  ladder,  which  connsted  of  all  the  reguiar,  honorary  and 
ineffable  degrees  conferred  in  the  United  States,  either  in  English, 
Scotch  or  French  Lodges,  numbering,  in  all,  fifty ;  which,  had  I  not 
written  down  by  their  titles  at  the  time  of  receiving  them,  and  a  few 
words  of  explanation,  in  a  dialect  known  only  to  myself,  that  would 
enable  me  to  work  my  passage  at  some  tatate  period,  I  should,  at  this 
time,  hardly  know  that  I  had  ever  been  a  Mason,  But  I  still  claim  to 
be  one,  from  the  orown  of  the  head  to  the  sole  of  tho  foot ;  and  I  never 
had  any  desire  of  connecting  myself  with  any  other  sect  or  denomina- 
tion ;  for  he  that  liveth  as  a  Mason,  is  taught  to  live  by  the  rules  of  our 
Order,  and  continueth  to  the  end  the  same,  will  receive  eternal  lifo. 
Therefore  I  must  bid  yon  an  affectionate  forewell,  hoping  that  when 
our  Supreme  Grand  Master  shall  summon  us  to  appear  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  above,  we  shall  be  found  ready  to  receive  the  Son  of  Bighteous- 
ness,  and  with  him  ascend  to  those  realms  of  bliss  where  the  wicked 
cease  firom  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest." 


28  THE   ASHLAR. 


CHARTER  OF  TBDB  FIRST  LODGE  IN  DETROIT. 


Bro.  S.  Hatdbn  fornislies  the  Review  with  a  copy  of  the  charter  of 
the  first  Lodge  held  in  Detroit,  taken  from  the  original  parchment  It 
is  dated  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred  and  eixty-four^  and  reads  as 
follows : 

To  all  and  Every,  Our  Worfhipful  and  Loring  Brethren.  Wc, 
George  Harrifon,  £fq..  Provincial  Grand  Mailer  of  the  mofl  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Mafons  in  the  Province 
of  New  York  in  America,  fend  greeting. 

Know  Ye,  That  repofing  cfpecial  truft  and  confidence  in  oar  Wor. 
fhipful  and  well  beloved  Brother,  Lieut.  John  Criftie,  of  the  6oth 
R^ment,  we  do  hereby  nominate,  conflitate  and  appoint  him  the  faid 

iohn  Criftie,  to  be  Mafter  of  a  Lodge  of  Mafons,  Number  One,  to  be 
eld  at  Detroit,  under  whatfoever  name  the  faid  Matter  and  his  officers 
fhall  pleafe  to  diftinguifh  it,  and  alfo  appoint  Samfon  Flemming,  Senior 
Warden,  Jofias  Hartz,  Junior  Warden  of  the  faid  Lodge,  by  virtue  of 
the  power  and  authority  vefted  in  us,  by  a  difpenfation  bearing  date  in 
London,  the  Ninth  day  of  June,  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Fifty-Three,  from  the  Right  Worfhipful  John  Proby,  Baron  Carysfort, 
in  the  County  of  Wicklow,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  then  Grand 
Mafter  of  England,  appointing  us  Provincial  Grand  Mafter  of  New 
York.  And  we  do  hereby  authorize  the  iaid  John  Criftie  to  make  Ma- 
fons, alfo  to  do  and  execute  all  things  lawful  in  Mafbnry,  he  taking 
efpecial  care  that  the  members  of  his  said  Lodge  obferve  and  keep  the 
Rules,  Regulations  and  inftrudlions  contained  in  our  Conftitutions  as 
ftiall  be  given  us,  and  paying  out  of  the  firft  money  he  fliall  receive  for 
initiation  fees  to  me  at  New  York,  Three  pounds  three  (hillings  fterling, 
to  be  by  me  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  Grand  Charity  here  or  elfewhere. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  feal  of  Mafonry  at  New  York,  this 
Twenty-feventh  day  of  April,  A.  D.  One  Thoufand  Seven 
Hundred  an4  Sixty-four,  and  in  the  year  of  Mafonry,  Five 
Thouiand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixty-four. 

George  Harrifon,  P.  G.*  Mafter. 

.  ^-^^^ .  Witncfs,  Peter  Middlcton. 

•<  SEAL.  > 

•^Y^  No.  448,  Regiftry  of  England — ^No.  1,  Detroit. 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  the  first  Lodge  probably  which  was 
held  in  Detroit  Its  members  have  long  since  paid  the  debt  of  nature, 
and  gone  to  their  silent  and  last  resting  place.  The  records  of  this 
Lodge  would  possess  great  mterest  at  the  present  time. 
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LAYING  THE  CORNER  STONE  OF  ROSEHILL  CHAPEL. 


Tub  citizens  of  Gliicago  have  made  provisioD  to  snppljan  appropriate 
burial  place  for  the  dead,  without  the  city  limita.  BoaehiU  Cemetery 
is  812  miles  and  a  half  north  of  Chicago.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  July  it  was  inaugorated,  and  the  oomet^stone  of  the  Chapel  which 
is  to  be  built  in  the  City  of  the  Dead,  was  laid  with  Masonic  ceremo- 
nies. Not  less  than  eight  thousand  people  were  present  Bro.  Hosmet 
A.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  officiated  as  Grand  Master,  M.  W.  Lra  A.  W. 
Buck  not  being  able  to  be  present.  Bro.  Johnson  made  some  appro- 
priate remarks,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extract : 

"We  thank  you,  Mr.  President,  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred 
upon  us,  in  inviting  us  to  perform  this  ceremony.  The  appropriateness 
of  this  act  on  your  part  will  be  apparent,  when  we  assure  you  that  our 
Order  was  once  operative  in  its  character;  that  one  of  its  objects,  at 
least,  was  to  contribute  to  the  necessities,  convenience  and  comforts  of 
man,  as  a  social  being.  Durine  the  middle  ages  and  up  to  the  time 
of  the  general  diffusion  of  leammg  in  the  sixteenth  century,  it  was  the 
conservator  of  art,  and  the  embodiment  of  practical  science.  While 
the  schoolmen  were  debating,  with  loud  sounding  words  and  meaning- 
less propositions,  the  abstractions  of  metaphysics,  the  Masons  were 
studying  science  and  applying  it,  in  a  thousand  different  ways,  to  the 
arts  of  life.  In  Britain  and  Continental  Europe,  our  Masonic  fore- 
&tbers  erected  those  grand  old  structures  that  enchant  the  eye  of  the 
modem  traveller ;  those  massive  and  yet  symmetrical  fortresses  that 
constituted  the  strong-holds  of  the  Mediaeval  barons,  and  that,  like  old 
men,  wrinkled  and  furrowed  and  bending  beneath  the  weight  of  years, 
yet  stand  on  the  hill-tope  of  merrie  England,  and  along  the  banks  of 
the  rushing  Rhine. 

It  is  to  our  Order  that  the  church  is  indebted  for  the  mouldering 
abbeys  where,  as  the  centuries  slowly  pass,  rfie  has  been  gathering, 
in  the  harvest  fields  of  earth,  the  brave,  the  wise  and  the  good,  and 
her  lofty  cathedrals  now  crumbling  beneath  the  weight  of  time,  with 
their  dim  and  solemn  aisles,  supported  by  a  forest  of  noble  columns 
and  lighted  by  a  thousand  tapers,  where  the  sturdy  Northman  and  the 
stalwart,  strong-armed  Sazon  knelt  and  listened  to  the  wondrous  story 
of  the  Cross. 

At  the  close  of  the  ceremonies  of  laying  the  comer  stone,  Bro.  J. 
v.  Z.  Bkney,  the  President  of  the  Cemetery  Company,  delivered  an 
address,  devoted  chiefiy  to  the  history  of  the  enterprise  which  was  then 
carried  into  practical  effect.  A  portion  of  his  remarks,  however,  rela- 
tive to  the  custom  of  the  ancients  in  burying  their  dead,  is  instroctive, 
and  will  interest  our  readers. 
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The  eofltom  of  buiying  the  dead  within  the  limits  of  large  eitiea  is 
one  which  was  unknown  to  the  ancients,  and  resulted  from  the  abuse 
of  a  privilege,  granted  at  firdt,  only  as  a  maiic  of  high  distinction,  to 
martyrs  and  saints,  uid  afterwards  claimed  as  a  right  by  the  rich  and 
powerful,  but  ever  deprecated  by  science  and  by  the  diurch,  as  detri- 
mental to  the  public  health. 

By  the  Jews,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Bomans,  cemeteries  were,  by  the 
most  vigorous  enactments,  placed  without  the  walls  of  cities  and  villages, 
and  this  salutary  provision  was  adopted  in  the  discipline  of  the  early 
Christian  Church. 

It  was  only  during  the  period  of  decadence  of  letters  in  the  middle 
ages,  that  this  custom,  injurious  to  the  living,  and  unwarranted  by  any 
principle  of  public  hygiene,  by  good  taste,  or  by  respect  for  the  dead, 
was  allowed  to  creep  in  as  one  of  many  evidences  of  stolid  ignorance 
and  degraded  morals.  With  the  revival  of  letters,  eSozts  began  to  be 
made  to  remedy  a  custom  whose  consequences  in  the  more  crowded 
communities  of  Europe,  had  come  to  be  seriously  felt.  To  the  clergy 
of  France,  and  more  especially  to  the  Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  b  due 
the  credit  of  arousing  public  sentiment  to  the  dangers  of  intermural 
interments.  In  a  most  eloquent  appeal,  after  rehearsing  the  abuses  by 
which  the  practice  had  been  introduced,  he  portrays  vividly  the  evils 
to  which  it  gives  rise,  and  exhorts  the  secular  power  to  assist  the 
efforts  of  the  church  *'  to  recall  the  ancient  discipline  on  this  point'* 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1765,  that  the  parliament  of  Paris,  by 
Ibgal  enactment,  led  the  way  to  a  remedy  of  these  evils ;  the  Frendi 
government  adopted  the  same  course,  and  those  noble  institutions, 
"  Pere  la  Chaise,"  **  Vangirard,"  and  **  Montmartre,'-  were  the  first 
exemplars  of  those  rural  cemeteries  which,  both  in  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica, are  at  once  the  ornaments  and  the  patterns  of  horticultural  taste 
of  so  many  large  communities.  I  have  only  to  point  you  to  Mount 
Auburn,  Greenwood,  Laurel  Hill^  Forest  Lawn,  Mount  Hope,  and 
Spring  Qrove,  as  illustrious  examples  of  the  disposition,  in  our  own 
country,  to  return  to  the  correct  taste  and  delicate  sentiment  so 
beautifully  expressed  in  the  epitaph  of  Sophocles,  the  founder  of 
Grecian  t«ige/y : 

"  Wind  gentle  evergreen,  to  form  a  shade 
Around  the  tomb  where  Sophocles  is  laid ; 
Sweet  ivy,  wind  thy  boughs  and  intertwine 
With  blushing  roses  and  the  clasterlng  vine  ; 
So  shall  thy  lasting  leares,  with  beauty  hung, 
Prove  a  fit  emblem  of  the  lays  he  sung." 

To-day  inaugurates  a  movement  in  imitation  of  these  examples,  and 
to  the  citizens  of  Chicago  we  look  to  sustain  our  efforts. 

There  were  other  exercises  connected  with  the  occasion*  but  not  of  a 
Masonio  character. 
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THE  G.  G.  CHAPTER  AND  THE  FHEEMASONS'  MONTHLY 

MAGAZINE. 


Lr  the  August  No.  of  his  Magaane,  Bro.  Moore,  of  Boston,  gives 
bia  views  respecting  the  G.  G.  G*  and  the  "Michigan  Case.''  The 
subject  is  one  of  vast  importuioe,  and  worthy  the  best  efforts  of  our 
able  and  learned  Brother ;  yet-^n  accordance  with  a  habit  which  is  too 
frequently  displayed,  to  the  annoyance  and  injury  of  his  readers — he 
takes  the  most  eursory  view  of  the  subject,  and  dismisses  it  as  though 
his  ipse  dixit  were  law,  and  assertions  made  with  an  air  of  wisdom  and 
dignity  would  answer  better  than  argument  Distinguished  as  Bro. 
Moore  justly  is  for  talent  and  Masonic  knowledge,  few  will  be  found 
who  will  blindly  receive  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  article  alluded 
to,  as  correct.  The  Michigan  case  has  called  forth  some  labored  dis- 
quisitions, which,  for  evidence  of  ability  in  the  authors,  are  not  surpassed 
by  any  Masonic  productions  of  the  kind.  Notwithstanding  this,  Bro. 
Moore  has  not  deigned  at  any  time  to  notice  the  arguments  of  those 
opposed  to  his  views,  in  any  lengthened  remarks,  nor  has  he  ever  at- 
tempted to  answer  them.  Now,  just  before  the  meeting  of  the  G.  G. 
Chapter  he  devotes  one  p<Mge  and  a  half  to  an  article  on  '*  the  Michigan 
Case,"  and  without  argument,  but  by  mere  assertion,  settles  the  matter 
in  substance,  thus :  The  6,  Chapter  of  Michigan  acted  wrongly  ; 
the  M.  E,  Chcu,  E,  Grilman  acted  rightly.  An  easy  and  comfortable 
way  is  this,  most  certainly,  of  arriving  at  a  conclusion,  but  it  is  proba- 
bly more  satis&ctoiy  to  its  author  than  to  any  one  else. 

Bespecting  the  resolution  which  says  that  the  G.  G.  Chapter  cannot, 
under  any  circumstances,  receive  an  appeal  or  complaint  against  a 
Grand  Chapter,  Bro.  Moore  intimates  that  it  is  contrary  to  an  article 
in  the  constitution  of  the  G.  G.  Body,  and  therefore  a  nullity.  GRiis  is, 
indeed,  sophistical.  If  the  resolution  was  intended  to  alter  the  constitu- 
tion, the  assertion  is  correct ;  but  it  was  not.  It  was  adopted  for  the 
express  purpose  of  putting  a  etmstruction  upon  the  constitution — to 
explain  its  meaning.  Cannot  any  organization  declare  what  its  constitu- 
tion means?  Cannot  the  G.  G.  Chapter  declare  what  its  constitution 
means  ?  If  it  cannot,  then  it  is  the  height  of  absurdity  to  say  that 
Corap.  Chas.  £.  Gilman,  or  Comp.  Chas.  W.  Moore  can  declare  what 
it  means.   The  fallacy  of  our  Brother's  remarks  on  this  point  is  obvious. 

Bro.  Moore  holds  that  the  G.  G.  Chapter  cannot  dissolve  itself, 
because,  he  says,  as  long  as  the  requisite  number  of  Masons  remain  to 
work  a  Lodge,  the  migdrity  have  no  poww  to  dissolve  it.    Thore  is  no 
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ftiulogy,  in  oar  mind,  between  a  Lodge  and  the  G.  G.  Body,  er  be- 
tween a  Grand  Body  and  the  G.  G.  Body.  The  latter  is  entirely  dif- 
ferent from  the  organizatione  of  Grand  and  Subordinate  Bodies.  This, 
however,  is  a  subject  which  we  have  not  room  to  treat  in  this  number. 


BUFTJS    CHOATE. 


Many  of  our  readers  probably  are  not  aware  that  the  late  Kufus 
Ghoate  was  a  member  of  the  Fraternity.  He  was  bidated  in  Jordan 
Lodge,  in  Danvers,  Mass.,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1828,  and  in  Janu- 
ary following  received  the  2d  and  8d  degrees.  He  subsequently  served 
as  Junior  Warden  and  Senior  Warden.  He  ever  entertained  for  our 
time-honored  Institution  a  deep  love  and  reverence. 

A  great  man — a  giant  in  intellect,  has  fallen.  A  genius  such  as 
nature  seldom  deigns  to  bestow  on  mortals  was  given  to  Rufus  Choate. 
A  brilliant  scholar ;  a  profound  student ;  a  statesman ;  a  splendid 
advocate  and  thorough  lawyer ;  an  eloquent,  brilliant  orator ;  he  stood 
unrivalled  by  auy  of  his  compeers  at  the  time  of  his  death.  As  an 
advocate,  his  eloquence  and  logic  were  irresistible.  His  love  of  nature 
was  large ;  his  love  of  his  fellow  man  was  larger.  None  knew  him  but 
to  love  and  esteem  him.  He  gained  the  good  will  alike  of  opponents 
and  friends.  We  find  the  following  brief  account  of  his  life,  in  the 
Freema%on£  Magazine : 

Bufus  Choate  ?ras  bom  at  Essex,  in  this  State,  October  1,  1799. 
He  was  graduated  with  the  highest  honors  of  his  class,  at  Dartmouth, 
in  1819 ;  and  for  a  year  continued  attached  to  this  college  as  tutor. 
After  spending  a  few  months  at  the  Cambridge  Law  School,  he  went  to 
Washington,  and  for  about  a  year  was  in  the  office  of  William  Wirt 
His  preparatory  law  studies  were  completed  in  the  office  of  Mr.  An- 
drews, of  Ipswich,  and  Judge  Cummings,  of  Salem ;  and  in  1824  he 
commenced  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Danvers.  He  resided  for  about 
three  years  in  Danvers,  and  then  went  to  Salem,  where  he  lived  until 
his  removal  to  Boston,  in  1884.  His  eloquence  and  power  as  an  adr 
Toeate,  and  his  worth  as  a  man,  won  him  a  large  reputation  ;  and  his 
friends  tempted  him  to  engage  in  political  life.  He  served  one  year, 
during  this  period,  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  and 
one  year  in  the  Senate ;  and  in  1882  was  elected  to  Congress,  where 
he  served  one  term.  He,  however,  declined  a  re-electiou,  and  for  the 
lirst  eight  years  of  his  residence  in  Boston,  devoted  himself  to  pro- 
feflCBoiuu  life.    If  he  made  this  portion  of  his  career  of  nneeaaing  toil, 
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he  reaped  as  tbe  reward,  tibe  most  brilliant  triumpbi.  Hia  boainess 
was  large,  and  he  met  at  the  bar  worthy  compeers,  who  taxed  to  their 
utmost,  his  brilliant  forensic  powers  and  his  solid  legal  attainments. 
At  this  time  he  se-entered  the  political  field ;  and  when  in  1841,  Mr. 
Webster  accepted  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Harrison,  Mr. 
Choate  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacanqr  thus  occasioned  in  the  Senate. 
He  remained  here  until  1845.  He  made  speeches  on  the  Oregon 
question,  the  Tanfif,  and  the  Courts  and  Texas.  In  1853  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Massachusetts,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  discussions  of  this  body.  If  to  tbis  be  added 
his  service  for  several  years  as  one  of  the  regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  and  Attorney  General  of  Massachusetts,  it  will  complete  the 
reeord  of  his  public  life. 


m  >»■ 


PffiaNBiTLiB  CoHHANDBST  No.  4,  Kalamazoo,  Mich. — We  have 
received  a  printed  statement  relative  to  Peninsular  Commandeiy, 
published  by  that  body,  which  gives  its  history  and  present  position, 
and  seems  to  us  to  justify  the  action  of  its  members.  We  regret,  ex- 
ceedingly, that  otir  space  will  not  permit  us  to  publish  the  statement. 
We  condense  its  substance.  Since  the  receipt  of  its  charter,  in  1856> 
Peninsular  Commandery  has  been  working  agreeably  thereto,  and  has 
paid  its  dues  to  the  G.  O.  Encampment  in  obedience  to  the  mandate  to 
that  efiect,  issued  by  G.  M.  Hubbard.  No  credentials  were  issued  to 
any  of  its  members,  nor  were  any  of  them  authorized  to  attend  any 
meeting  for  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Commandery.  Certain  action 
relative  to  the  formation  of  a  G.  C.  was  early  taken  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  a  majority  of  the  Sir  Knights,  but  at  the  earliest  moment,  on 
reflection,  was  reversed.  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Body, 
the  Commandeiy  formally  refused  to  tmnsfer  its  allegiance.  A  letter 
is  given  firom  G.  M.  Hubbard,  which  says :  *'  As  it  is,  and  unless  your 
subordinate  voluntarily  chooses  to  become  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Commandery,  I  shall,  as  at  present  advised,  recommend  the  question  to 
lie  over  xmtil  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Chicago,  then 
and  there  to  be  adjudged  and  disposed  of."  The  statement  proceeds 
at  eonfflderable  length  to  defend  (and  very  conclusively)  Peninsular 
Commandery  from  the  accusations  against  it,  and  gives  some  of  its 
objections  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  the  principal  of  which 
is  that  "  in  the  enginery  of  the  *  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,'  is 
found  a  weapon  to  compel  the  Boyal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan  to 
rebel  against  the  Gxand  Chapter  of  Michi^n,  and  sustain  a  foreign 
power." 
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OFFICIAL  CIRCULAR  OF  THE   GRAND   SECRETARY  OF  THE 

QRAND  LODGE  OF  ILLINOIS. 


1 


OrFiCB  G&AKD  Seokbtart  Gr.  Lodge  III.,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 
Springfldd,  Illy  My  10,  A.  D,  1859,  A.  £.  5859. 

To  the  W.  M.  and  Secretary  of  Lodge  No.  '^  A.  F.  fr  A,  Maaotu. 

Dear  Brethrbr  :  The  period  for  making  yonr  annual  returns  is  approach- 
ing, and  as  the  new  By-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  contain  several  matters  of 
importance,  relative  to  making  up  and  forwarding  your  returns  and  dues,  I 
have  thought  it  expedient  to  address  you  this  circular,  which  I  reeuest  to  have 
read  in  open  Lodge^  and  your  attention  to  its  contents  is  respectfully  invited. 

AKXUAL    BBTUBVS. 

I  send  enclosed  a  blank  form.  It  contains  some  important  notes,  and  I  would 
respectfully  advise  you  to  study  it  carefully  In  connection  with  this  circular, 
before  using  It.  Put  the  name  of  your  Post  Office  in  the  blank  under  the  head 
of  "Annual  Return"  when  the  name  varies  from  that  of  the  town  or  place 
where  vour  Lodge  is  held.  In  making  up  your  return,  the  material  should  be 
carefully  prepared  before  the  blank  is  used.  To  do  this,  and  avoid  mistakes,  I 
would  suggest  that  you  draw  off  a  full  list  of  the  Kaster  Bfasons  reported  last 
year,  all  that  were  accidentally  omitted,  all  that  have  been  raised  since  your  last 
report,  all  admitted  as  members,  and  all  who  have  been  re-installed,  and  add 
them  up. 

Next,  prepare  lists  as  follows : 

1.  Those  demitted.  2.  Those  expelled.  3.  .Thosd  suspended.  4.  Those 
deceased ;  and  5.  Those  residing  out  of  the  State.  As  you  set  down  these 
names,  strike  them  from  the  first  list,  again  add  up  the  list  as  amended,  and 
add  to  the  other  lists,  and  see  if  your  figures  prove.  Having  completed  t^, 
then  set  down  the  names  of  your  officers,  then  the  Past  Masters,  designating 
them  by  the  letters  P.  M.,  and  then  set  down  the  remaining  members  in  alpha- 
betical order.  Follow  with  the  list  of  members  residing  out  of  the  State,  and 
then  with  the  list  of  non -affiliated  Masons. 

By  section  6th  of  the  By-Laws,  vou  are  required  to  transmit  your  return  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  September,  by  mail,  express^ 
or  some  other  expeditious  mode.  Your  attention  is  directed  to  said  By-Laws 
in  making  out  your  returns,  especially  to  such  sections  as  may  be  mentioned  in 
this  circular. 

Rease  make  up  your  lists  alphabetically,  on  the  second  and  third  pages  of 
your  return,  without  regard  to  dates. 

WHBN  TO  BB  SENT. 

Let  your  return  be  completed  and  forwarded  immediately  after  your  last 
Lodge  meeting  in  August.  In  all  cases  where  the  return  does  not  reach  me  by 
the  10th  of  September,  another  blank  will  be  forwarded  at  the  expense  oC  the 
Lodge. 

DUBS. 

See  sections  7  and  22,  By-Laws.  Your  Lodge  will  pay  75  cents  for  each 
member  residing  in  this  State.  There  is  no  exemption  on  account  of  age, 
faidigence  or  other  cause. 

All  non-affiliated  Masons  in  your  jurisdiction  are  required  to  pay  75  cents 
Grand  Lodge  dues,  and  upon  refusing  to  do  so,  your  Lodge  is  ree^uired  to  sus- 
pend them  m>m  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  upon  notice  and  trial, 
if  the  Lodge  should,  in  such  case,  refuse  or  neglect  to  suspend,  it  becomes  liable 
for  such  unpaid  dues.  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  G.  Mas- 
ter's circular  No.  2,  on  page  263,  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  collect- 
ing dues,  or  reporting  non-affiliated  Masons,  you  are  not  required  to  notice  any 
but  such  as  are  known  to  be  such,  by  some  Mason  known  to  yon.  The  names 
of  such  as  were  reported  by  yon  last  year,  will  be  forwarded  to  you,  to  whioh 
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li8t  jon  irill  ftdd  sodi  names  as  hare  since  eome  to  your  knowledge.  Lodges 
VHB.  39»  46,  71,  101,  126,  166,  170,  175,  186,  264,  263, 268  and  284,  are  not 
bound  to  report  non-affiliaied  Masons,  or  collect  dnes  from  them.  Some  regu- 
lation will  soon  be  prepared  by  the  Grand  Master  in  regard  to  non-afflllated 
Masons  and  dues  in  Chicago.  If  you  send  your  does  by  mail,  have  your  let* 
ter  restored.  I  prefer  to  have  money  sent  by  express.  When  yon  send  by 
express,  have  the  receipt  specify  the  contents  and  value  of  the  package.  Ton 
should  pay  the  expenses :  all  expenses  paid  here  will  be  charged  to  the  Lodge. 
By  reference  to  section  30,  you  will  see  that  it  is  a  part  of  my  duty  to  report 
any  failure  or  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  Lodges  in  paying  dues  ot 
making  proper  returns. 

I  have  bad  much  trouble  and  considerable  loss  heretofore  in  regard  to  money. 
Send  me  drafts  on  Chicago,  New  York  or  St  Loifis,  money  bankable  in  this 
city,  or  gold.  Odd  change  in  postage  stamps.  I  prefer  tiiinois  bills  to  any 
other  currency. 

IKITZATI0K8,  PAflSINGS,  EAI8IS08  AVB  JLBMISSIOSrS. 

In  making  up  these  lists,  insert  no  names  but  such  as  have  actually  reoeiyed 
the  Degrees  or  been  admitted. 

I)BA.TH8. 

When  any  Brother  has  died,  greatly  distinguished  for  any  particular  virtues, 
or  masonic  excellence,  I  will  thank  you  to  send  some  notice  of  his  character, 
virtnes  and  masonic  services,  on  a  separate  sheet,  to  be  laid  up  as  a  memorial. 

Please  study  carefully  all  the  notes  on  your  return,  until  you  are  familiar 
with  them. 

BLANKS  AXD  FSmiAKSinP. 

Let  every  blank  be  filled.  Write  the  first  name  full,  as  George  W.  Hives, 
and  write  plain.  Kr.raes  written  by  some  secretaries  in  a  beautiful  and  often 
elegant  hand,  are  sometimes  hard  to  make  out,  and  for  this  reason  many  names 
are  misprinted.    Again  I  would  urge,  write  every  letter  plain, 

M^LBAOB. 

The  proposition  to  use  the  mileage  and  per  diem  for  the  current  and  coming 
year  for  another  purpose,  has  failed,  and  the  represent<f.tives  will  be  paid  as 
usual.  Section  87  of  the  By-Laws  requires  that  every  return  shall  contain  the 
number  of  miles  necessarily  travelled  by  the  representatives  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  representatives  are  entitled  to  select  thehr  mode  of  travel  to  and  from  the 
Grand  Lodge.  Having  chosen  the  mode  of  travel,  it  then  becomes  the  dntv  of 
the  Lodge  to  ascertain  the  number  of  miles  necessary  to  reach  Springfield  by 
tiie  mode  of  travel  agreed  upon.  A  longer  route  may  often  be  more  convenient 
than  a  shorter  one,  yet  while  the  representative  may  choose  to  travel  a  longer 
route,  the  mileage  shoald  be  fixed  for  a  shorter  one,'as  being  necessary.  For  in- 
stance,  the  nearest  route  by  railroad  from  Aurora  to  Springfield  is  180  miles  by 
way  of  Mendota  and  Bloom  ington,  with  two  changes,  and  231  by  Chicago, 
with  one  change  only.  It  is  very  desirable  that  no  pains  be  spared  in  making 
up  the  number  of  miles,  so  that  the  same  may  be  suojeet  to  little  or  no  change 
in  the  future. 

I  would  recommend  to  secretaries  to  adopt  a  form  something  like  the  follow- 
ing in  making  up  their  table  of  miles.    For  instance : 

Gttmbridge  to  Galra 12iDilfiS. 

GttlVft  to  Oftlenburg « 21    " 

G«l68barg  to  Sa  Paso 86    *' 

El  ^aso  to  Bloominfton 18    ** 

Bloomlngton  to  Spnogfleld.  .* 60    " 


Total 199 


(I 


CERTIFICATE. 

When  the  Master's  signature  cannot  be  obtained  by  reason  of  absence,  sick- 
ness or  other  disability,  the  Senior  Warden  can  sign  u  "  acting  Master." 
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TO  BB  BBCOBIIBD. 

Wben  the  return  is  complete,  record  it  in  yonr' record  book.  This  h  better 
than  making  a  duplicate  copy,  which  is  liable  to  be  mislaid  oc  k>9t 

OLD  PB0CEEDIH08. 

I  want  28  copies  Proceedings  of  1850  at  Springfield,  40  copies  Proceedings 
1850  at  Shawneetown,  15  copies  Proceedings  1852,  32  copies  Proceedings  1853, 
and  13  copies  Proceedings  of  1855,  for  binding  for  Grand  Lodge  Library.  I 
will  pay  50  cents  a  copy  for  those  of  1850, 1852  and  1855,  and  75  cents  a  copT 
for  those  of  1853,  leather  with  the  postage,  reserving  the  right  to  return  sa<a 
as  are  not  wanted.  I  want  them  immediately.  Such  Lodges  or  brethren  as 
have  them  to  spare,  are  requested  to  forward  them  to  me,  and  thereby  confer  a 
favor  upon  the  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Library  Committee. 

XASOiriO  HISTOBT. 

At  the  last  Grand  Communication  I  was  appointed  Masonic  Historian  for 
this  State,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  all  available  material  for  a  Masonic 
history  in  Illinois.  I  have  in  my  possession  the  records  of  Western  Star  Lodge 
at  Kaskaskia,  from  1805  to  1820,  and  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  of  dele* 

Eites  from  Libanus,  Western  Star,  Olive  Branch,  Albion,  Eden,  Vandalia  and 
awrence  Lodges,  held  at  Yandalia,  December  9th,  1822,  at  which  time  the 
Old  Grand  Lodge  was  formed,  of  which  Gov.  Bond  ^'as  the  first  Grand  Master. 
I  am  informed  that  said  Grand  Lodge  ceased  to  exist  sometime  between  1826 
and  1830.  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Brown,  of  Chicago,  was  Grand  Secretary  in  1826, 
but  who  succeeded  him  he  cannot  inform  me.  None  of  the  Lodges  composing 
that  Grand  Lodge  are  now  in  being,  if  I  am  rightlv  informed.  I^veral  Lodges 
which  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  several  upon  our  Grand  Lodge  Boll,  held  war- 
rants from  Grand  Lodges  out  of  this  State. 

I  now  address  myself  especially  to  any  Mason  in  or  out  of  Illinois,  having 
any  knowledge  or  means  of  information  concerning  either  of  said  Grand  or 
Subordinate  Lodges.  * 

I  want  the  records  of  the  said  Old  Grand  Lodge,  and  any  manuscript,  paper, 
pamphlet  or  printed  matter  in  relation  to  it. 

I  want  Uie  records,  books  and  papers  of  any  Lodge  in  this  State,  established 
at  any  time  before  1840,  and  which  has  ceased  to  exist 

I  request  every  Mason  knowing  anything  about  these  matters,  to  communi- 
cate with  me  freely  by  letter,  giving  or  pomting  out  the  means  for  obtaining 
information. 

I  want  a  history  of  each  individual  member  of  said  Lodges,  so  far  as  they 
can  be  obtained,  such  as  the  place  and  time  of  nativity,  when  and  where  made 
Masons,  the  Lodges  of  which  tbev  were  members,  the  offices  they  held  and  the 
services  they  rendered,  a  description  of  person,  and  a  short  statement  setting 
forth  their  general  virtues,  excellencies,  singularities  or  eccentricities.  Anec- 
dotes are  especially  solicited. 

When  requested,  I  will  take  copies  of  books  or  papers,  and  return  them. 

As  I  shall  wish  to  report  progress  at  the  next  Grand  Annual  CoromunLca- 
tion,  I  would  fraternally  solicit  my  brethren  to  give  immediate  attention  to  this 
matter. 

Pratemally,  HARMAN  G.  REYNOLDS,  Gr.  Sec 


AuEOSA,  III.,  Jult  10,  A.  L.  5859. 

I  approve  the  foregoing  circular  in  all  its  parts,  and  trust  that  it  will  be  im- 
plicitly followed  by  Masters,  Secretaries  and  brethren  throughout  this  juris- 
diction. 

IRA  A.  W.  BUCK,  Grand  Mcater, 
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OFFICIAL  NOTICU  OF  DISTANCES  TO  THE  GRAND  LODGE. 


Spbingfibld,  III.,  Jitlt  25,  1859. 

To  the  W.  Masters  and  Secretaries  of  the  several  Lodges  in  the  State  qf  JUinois: 

B7  the  advice  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  several  other  eminent  Brethren  in 
this  jarisdiction,  and  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  70a  \^  making  up  proper 
tables  of  miles  to  Springfield,  I  send  70a  this  circolar,  with  the  mues  set  down 
on  the  nearest  roate  to  Siis  place  from  the  prominent  points  on  the  several  rail- 
ioads>  as  taken  ^m  the  railroad  guides. 

B7  the  Great  Western : 
Whttv  from.        Ko.  Miiii.       Whwe  froni. 

Q1UBC7,  115      Tolono, 

Catlin, 
Camp  Polat, 
Meredosia, 

B7  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Louis : 

Chicago,  18i      Atlanta, 

Brighton, 
East  St.  Loais, 
Joliet, 
Pontiac, 

B7  the  Chicago,  Alton  &  St.  Locus,  in  ooimectioQ  with  the  minois  Central 
at  Bloomington : 

La  Salle,  120 

Minonk,  90 

Bloomington,  60 

£1  Paso,  78 


^^r — — — -  -^  , 

Mount  Sterling, 

Naples, 

Decatur, 


Wilmington, 
Virden, 
Carlinville, 
Peoria  Junction, 


73 
55 
39 


133 
22 

38 
84 


Vo.  MIlM. 

77 

107 

93 

53 


39 

61 

97 

148 

95 


yfhsfB  frODA. 

JadLsonville, 
Bement, 
Homer, 
Danville, 


Girard, 

Shipman, 

Bloomington, 

Lincoln, 

Alton, 


No.  Miles. 

33 

60 

93 

113 


26 
53 

60 
29 
72 


Gakn% 

Lena, 

Polo, 

Panola, 

Ambo7, 


251 
213 
178 
81 
152 


Warren, 

Prteport, 

Dixon, 

Mendota, 

Tonica, 


224 

200 
164 
136 
111 


B7  the  Chioigo,  Alton  &  St  Louis,  in  connection  with  the  following  roads : 
the  Ohio  &  Bfississippi,  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee,  and  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul 
&  Fond  du  Lac  : 


IfjIutStloBi: 
Trenton, 
Lebanon, 


Evanston, 

Woodstock, 

Chicago, 


96 
135 
184 


127      Wankegan,  120 

121      Palatine,  110 

Harvard,  147 

B7  the  Chicago,  Alton  ds  St.  Louis  and  the  Illinois  Central,  in  connection 
with  the  Galena  &  Chicago  Union,  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Q'uinc7,  the  Chi- 
cago &  Rock  Island,  and  the  Peoria  &  Oqnawka  and  its  extensions  : 


%llwifKimiilkm^'.       Bockford, 

229 

DflKalh, 

204 

Pecatonica,               215      Belvidere, 

243 

Sterling, 

176 

Cherr7  Valle7,        237         IhrKunaBdnooniigtM: 

Lane, 

187 

Freeport,                 200      Fulton, 

202 

Cortland, 

102 

Franklin, 

174 

B7  Galena  Junction,  Mendota  and  Bloomington 

• 

a 

Marengo,                230      Wheaton, 

199 

Galena  Junction^ 

194 

Elgin, 

206 

B7  Mendota  and  Bloomington : 

Batavia,                   188      Oswego, 

177 

Princeton, 

157 

Aurora,                    180      Sandwich, 

163 

Bristol, 

173 

Arlington,               145      Mendota, 

136 

Earlvillo, 

147 

B7  La  Salle  and  Bloomington : 

Bock  Island,            204      Henr7, 

149 

Wyanett, 

150 

Sheffield,                 158      La  Salle, 

120 

Peru, 

122 

Qeneseo, 

181 
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^    By  Wyftiratt»  La  Salle  «nd  Bloomiogton : 
Eewanee,  170      Galva,  182 

Bj  Peoria,  Kl  Paso  and  Bloomington : 

Lacon,  136      Monmoath,  181       Chillicothe,  123 

East  Barlington,     207      KnoxYilIe>  160      Oqnawka  Jtmct'n,199 

Elmvood,  140      Peoria,  118      Gaiesbarg,  165 

By  £1  Paso  and  Bloomington : 
Washington,  101      BlPaso,  78      Eureka,  94 

By  tHe  Great  Wes^rn,  in  connection  with  the  Chicago,  Burlington  ft 
Quincy,  by  Camp  Pohit : 

Abingdon,  162      Macomb,  131      Avon,  158 

Prairie  City^  148      Augusta,  108      Bushnell,  143 

LaPndrie,  101      Gamp  Point,  93      Plymouth,  112 

By  the  Great  Western,  in  connection  with  the  Blinois  Central,  by  Decatur : 


Cairo, 

243 

Ashley, 

145 

Centralia, 

131 

Carbondale, 

186 

Sandoval, 

125 

Vandalia, 

101 

Jooesboro', 

207 

Pana, 

71 

Moawequa, 

54 

De  Soto, 

180 

Decatur, 

39 

Clinton, 

61 

Dnquoin, 

167 

WapeUa, 
Tamaroa, 

65 
158 

Heyworth, 

71 

By  the  Great  Western,  in  connection  with  the  Chicago  Branch  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central,  by  Tolono  and  Decatur: 

Kankakee,  179      Urbana,  87      Gilman,  134 

Ooaiiga,  123      Mattoon,  112      Loda,  116 

Neoga,  120      Effingham,  134      Tolono,  77 

By  the  Great  Western  and  the  Illinois  Central,  in  connection  with  the 
Terre  Haute  and  the  Ohio  ft  Mississippi,  by  Pana  and  Decatur : 

Paris,  147      Windsor,  97      Kansas,  133 

Charleston,  120      Pana,  71      Mattoon,  109 

Hillsboro',  100      Litchfield,  111       Shelbyrille,  85 

By  Sandoval  and  Decatur : 

Lawrencerille,         243      Salem,  139      Zenia,  161 

Flora,  159      Carlyle,  139      SandoYal,  125 

Olney,  181 

Those  who  travel  by  water  and  raihroad,  will  compute  the  distaaoe  by  water 
to  die  shortest  route  by  railroad.  Those  who  travel  by  land  carriage  and  rail- 
road, will  compute  by  the  shortest  land  carnage  and  railroad  route. 

Fraternally,  H.  G.  REYNOLDS,  Gr.  See. 


\![F*  The  following  advice  to  young  men,  earefully  followed,  is  worth 
a  fortune  in  gold  :  "  Do  n't  rely  upon  friends.  Bo  n't  rely  upon  tbe 
name  of  yonr  ancestors.  Thousands  have  spent  the  prime  of  life  in 
the  vain  hope  of  assistance  from  those  whom  they  called  friends ;  and 
thousands  have  starved  because  they  had  a  rich  {ather.  BoH  upon 
the  good  name  which  is  made  by  your  own  exertions ;  and  know  that 
better  than  the  best  friend  you  can  have,  is  unquestionable  determina- 
tion, united  with  decision  of  character." 
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CONDITION   OF    THE  CRAFT 


There  comes  to  us  from  this  distant  State,  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
mgs  of  the  G.  L.,  which  for  neatoesB  of  raechanical  execution  is  not 
BorpaBsed.  Printed  on  beautiful  white  paper,  and  with  clear  type,  the 
book  before  us  is  a  model  of  its  kind.  Credit  for  it,  we  suppose,  is  due 
to.  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Ira  Berry.  The  tidings  from  Maine  in- 
dicate harmony  and  prosperity  among  the  Craft,  under  the  guidance  of 
that  intelligent  and  sterling  Mason,  Hiram  Chase,  G.  M.  The  G.  L.  met 
at  Portland  in  May  last,  and  the  proceedings  are  mostly  of  a  local  char- 
acter. The  following  resolution  was  adopted  respecting  a  G.  G. 
Lodge: 

Eesolvedy  That  entertaining  still  the  views  heretofore  expressed  of 
the  desirableness  of  such  organization,  the  M.  W.  G.  Master  is  hereby 
requested  to  authorize  and  commission  one  or  more  Delegates  to  repre- 
sent this  Grand  Lodge  ha  the  proposed  Convention  at  Chicago,  and 
unite  with  the  Representatives  of  other  Grand  Lodges  in  endeavoring 
to  frame  a  Constitution  for  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  or  an  American 
Masonic  Congress,  to  be  submitted  for  adoption  to  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  the  oountiy — and  the  Grand  Master  is  authorized  to  draw  nis 
warrant  for  the  traveUing  expenses  of  one  delegate,  not  exceeding 
$100. 

Our  Brethren  in  Mdne  will  find  this  an  up-hill  business,  and  wholly 
impracticable.  /' 

There  are  about  ninety  Lodges,  with  tLree  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixtjr-two  members. 


The  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  held  its  annual  assembly 
at  Hartford  in  May,  ax  subordinate  bodies  being  represented.  The  pro- 
ceedings (excepting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  F.  C.)  were  short 
and  sweet,  and  contain  little  of  interest  to  Sir  Knights  abroad.  The 
Committee  on  F.  C.  notice  the  address  of  the  G.  Commander  of  Illi- 
nois with  approbation,  but  say  that  some  remarks  in  it  are  based  on  an 
error  of  the  hbtory  of  the  Order.  This  may  be  so,  but  we  do  not  see 
that  they  make  any  error  apparent.  They  also  take  exception  to  his 
remarks  respecting  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution  of  the  G.  G. 
Eocampmenii 

Beferring  to  the  G.  C.  of  Michigan,  the  report  says : 

Trouble  seems  to  exist  between  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  and 

3 — VOL.  V.      NO.  I. 
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the  Gknoral  Giaud  High  Priest^  in  relation  to  a  Si]l)ord]nato  Chapter, 
wUch,  from  some  cause,  has  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  These  troubles  have  produced  a  strong  reaction 
among  the  Sir  Knishts  of  Michigan,  but  as  we  do  not  know  their  na- 
ture we  can  say  nothing  about  them.  This  new  feet,  however,  goes  to 
pove  how  neoessary  it  is  that  no  such  Gfeneral  Grand  Body  should 
mterpose  between  the  Subordinates  and  the  Grand  Bodies  of  theseiTQTal 
States. 

M.  EL  Sir  Geo.  F.  Darkam,  of  Norwalk,  waa  elected  G.  C. ;  and 
E.  G.  Storw,  G.  fiecorder. 


The  Grand  Chapter  held  its  annual  convocation  in  May  last  The 
G.  H.  P.  delivered  an  address  and  expressed  the  view  that  the  G.  G. 
Chapter,  if  dissolved  at  all,  must  dissolve  itself.  A  charter  was 
granted  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Ligonier.  Comp.  D.  K.  Hays  was  re- 
elected G.  H.  P.,  and  Comp.  Francis  King,  Grand  Sec  There  are 
forty-one  Chapt^^  in  the  State,  with  a  membership  of  (me  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  meeting  in  May  last.  We  learn 
from  the  G.  M.'s  address  the  following  facte : 

Our  proceedings  show  that  in  1850  the  number  of  Subordinate 
Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  waa  109,  and  that  21  Dispensations  were 

f  ranted  by  the  Grand  Master,  as  reported  in  our  proceedings.  Up  to 
[ay,  in  1851,  there  were  22  Dispensations  granted  by  the  G.  M. ; 
in  1852,  12 ;  1858,  23 ;  1854,  9 ;  1855,  20 ;  1856,  13 ;  1857, 
15 ;  1858,  14 ;  1859,  15.    We  have  now  over  260  Lodges.  ' 

During  the  last  year  seventeen  Dispensations  were  granted.  A 
Mason  applied  to  a  Lodge  for  membership  and  was  dedaied  rejected, 
liiere  bemg  three  black  balls.  He  claimed  he  was  elected,  as  a  by-law 
of  the  Lodge  said,  *' two-thirds  of  the  votes  shall  be  necessary  to 
elect"  The  Grand  Lodge  decided  that  he  was  rejected,  in  accordance 
with  Masonic  law  and  usage.  The  cases  before  the  Conmiittee  on 
Grievances  were  numerous.  There  were  some  resolutions  adopted  which 
we  believe  to  be  radically  wrong,  but  we  must  reserve  our  commente  on 
them  for  a  future  number. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  current  year : 

Alexander  C.  Downey,  of  Rising  Sun,  Grand  Master;  Mahlon  D. 
Manson,  of  Crawfordsville,  Deputy  Grand  Master ;  Wm.  N.  Doughty, 
of  Laurel,  S.  Grand  Warden ;  John  B.  Fravell,  of  Laporte,  J.  Grand 
Warden ;  Charles  Fisher,  of  Lidianapolis,  Grand  Treasurer ;  Francis 
King,  of  Indianapolis,  Grand  Secretaiy ;  Rev.  William  Pelan,  of  Con- 
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nenvilk,  'Onmd  Cbftf^am ;  William  J.  Millard,  Jr.,  of  MiDersyille, 
Qnnd  Leotorer ;  Eb^roser  Moreboose,  of  Madisonv  Grand  Marshal ; 
Daniel  K»  Hays,  of  Attioa,  8.  G.  Deacon ;  William  W.  Glinedenst^  of 
CcntreTille,  J.  G.  Deacon;  Heniy  Colestook,  of  Indianapolis,  G. 
Tyler. 


A  Maaonio  school  of  instmction  was  held  at  Harrodsbarg  in  June 
last  Grand  Master  Morris  preaded,  and  delivered  an  address.  A 
procession  was  formed,  and  marched  through  the  streets.  Befreshments 
were  provided,  and  readilj  disposed  of  Bra.  Lewis  Landrom,  ^*  the 
venerable S.  G.  W."  indorsed  ^^ every  ward^^  of  Bro.  Morris'  lectures. 
The  G.  M.  pointed  out  as  one  of  the  "  precise  errors  "  to  be  avoided — 
"  speaking  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States."  This 
seems  to  us  dubious.  If  the  Masons  in  Kentucky  speak  of  ''  a  G.  G. 
li."  in  existence,  it  is  not  very  good  evidence  of  their  intelligence  ;  if 
tliey  speak  of  one  that  is  to  be,  we  should  not  suppose  the  G.  M.  would 
prohibit  them  so  doing.  "  The  unanimous  expression  of  the  audience 
was  that  objections  had  been  removed,  doubts  dissipated,  difficulties 
solved."  The  above  facts  we  gather  from  a  printed  report  of  the 
pxoceedings  of  the  school. 


The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  annual  communication  at  Jackson,  in  Jan- 
oary  last,  some  two  hundred  Lodges  being  represented.  The  address  of 
G-rand  Master  Cothran  is  well  written,  and  relates  mostly  to  local  mat- 
ters.   We  make  the  foUowuag  extract : 

DKATHS  OV  BBOS.  CANNON,  LACKS7  AND  QUITtfAN. 

Of  a  peculiarly  well-balanced  mind ;  ever  ready  to  listen  and  inves- 

ti|^te,  but  firm  in  his  purposes ;  with  a  judgment  rarely  clouded  by 

prejudice,  a  heart  as  tender,  and  a  sympathy  as  warm  as  belongs  to 

woman ;  of  fixed  principles  and  spotless  mtegr%.  Brother  Cannon 

vrsLS  a  noble  speciman  of  a  man  and  a  Mason.     Whether  in  the  social 

and  domestic  circle,  in  the  eveiy  day  walks  of  life,  or  in  the  political 

arena ;  as  &ther,  husband  or  master ;  as  citizen  or  Senator ;  in  private 

or  in  public ;  in  the  Lodge  or  without  it ;  as  craftsman  or  as  Grand 

scatter,  he  was  equally,  and  everywhere  and  always,  respected  and 

beloved.    His  example  lives  after  him,  to  encourage  his  friends  and 

brethren  ;  his  reputation  belongs  to  the  State ;  his  memory  is  sacred 

to  all  who  knew  nim. 

^Brother  W.  R.  Lackey,  Grand  Senior  Warden  of  this  Lodge,  met 
an  untimely  death  in  the  destruction  of  the  steamer  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  Mississippi  river,  in  June  last  Probably  no  Mason  in  the  State 
personally  known  more  widely  by  his  brethren.    Versed  in  all  the 
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ritual  of  the  Order,  from  Entered  Apprentice  to  Bojftl  Arch  and 
Council^  his  majestic  form,  and  ^n,  honest  couutenance  were  &miliar 
in  every  portion  of  the  State.  For  the  past  &w  years  he  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  disseminating  work  and  lectures,  and  in  inculcating 
by  precept  and  example,  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Institution — a 
task  which  'few  could  perform  better  or  more  acceptably.  There  were 
but  few  sections  of  the  State  he  had  not  visited  on  Masonic  errands, 
and  wherever  he  visited  he  left  the  impress  of  his  services  and  his  zeaL 

I  need  hardly  recommend  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  suitable  action 
in  mying  respect  and  honor  to  the  memory  of  these  departed  brethren. 

But  it  is  not  only  in  the  loss  of  Past  Grand  Master  Cannon  and 
Grand  Senior  Warden  Lackey,  that  we  are  called  upon  to  mourn. 
The  brightest  name  in  the  State  now  only  lives  in  the  page  of  histoiy. 
Past  Grand  Master  John  A.  Quitman  sleeps  beneath  the  oaks  of  his 
own  loved  Monmouth.  I  shall  enter  on  no  eulogy  upon  him.  The 
tongue  of  eloquence  has  already  performed  the  sad  duty  in  an  hundred 
places,  and  the  sigh  of  sorrow  and  the  tear  of  grief  have  at  once  re- 
sponded. The  camp,  the  court,  the  Senate  hall  and  the  pulpit,  have 
everywhere  resounded  with  the  voice  of  affectionate  remembrance  and 
of  sympathy.  His  was  a  marked  character  and  a  marked  career.  In 
the  council  chamber,  at  the  bar,  upon  the  bench,  in  the  executive  chair 
and  upon  the  battle-field,  where  the  sword  flashed  the  quickest  and  the 
death  missiles  were  hurled  the  fastest,  he  had  carried  an  erect  front, 
an  undaunted  will,  a  chivalric  bearing,  an  honest  purpose  and  a  cour- 
ageous soul.  He  had  carved  his  name  indelibly  upon  the  historic  pages 
of  his  State  and  country,  and  in  letters  of  living  light  will  it  there  shine 
forever. 

Past  Grand  Master  Quitman's  career  as  a  Mason,  was  an  extended 
and  a  significant  one.  He  was  initiated  in  or  prior  to  1823 ;  having 
been  chosen  in  the  year  following.  Grand  Junior  Warden.  For  fifteen 
years  he  presided  over  the  craft  in  Mississippi,  twelve  years  of  that 
service  having  been  uninterrupted.  He  finaDy  retired  from  the  Grand 
Mastership  in  1847,  but  not  to  lose  his  interest  in  active  Masonic  labor. 
Masonry  was  ever  near  and  dear  to  him ;  no  appeal  was  made  to  him 
in  vain;  no  hour  did  he  pass  without  being  keenly  alive  to  the  obliga- 
tions resting  upon  him,  and  an  earnest  attempt  to  be  true  to  them.  He 
was  truly  a  sincere  man ;  what  he  advocated  he  did  it  with  all  his 
might ;  what  he  condemned,  he  did  it  not  in  whispers.  His  Masonic 
brethren  knew  his  worth,  and  the  rarely  conferred  honor  of  Sovereign 
Inspector  General  of  the  38d,  of  the  Southern  jurisdiction,  (Scotch 
rite,)  became  his.  It  could  not  have  fallen  upon  a  worthier  recipient. 
He  was  buried  with  IMasonic  honors,  a  brother  Past  Grand  Master  of 
this  jurisdiction  leading  in  the  solenm  ceremonies,  while  a  whole  com- 
munity were  gathered  around  his  grave  sorrowing  and  tearful. 

We  regret  to  see  several  cases  of  expulsion  have  occurred,  and 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  quote  from  the  report 
of  the  Committee  respecting  the 
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CABX  Off  BR0TH2R  A.   HTBB. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence,  that  one  A.  Hyde  was  killed  in  Smitb- 
Tille,  about  the  lOtb  of  September,  1857,  by  one  J.  C.  Elliott,  and 
that  the  defendant  B.  0.  Moseley,  was  sworn  as  a  witness,  and  testified 
that  *'  Hyde  shot  first,"  and  it  is  alleged  that  in  that  he  swore  falsely. 

In  support  of  this  accusation,  J.  H.  Northcott  testifies  that  he  saw 
the  shooting,  and  that  the  man  with  the  gun  shot  first  He  was  distant 
forty  yards  from  the  parties. 

F.  Clinton  testifies  that  G.  W.  Osborne,  since  deceased,  testified 
before  the  examining  Court,  that  he  was  in  C.  Dowd's  store,  and  heard 
the  report  of  a  gun,  and  looking  from  the  back  door  or  the  window, 
saw  a  crowd,  and  saw  Hyde  giving  back,  draw  a  pistol  and  fire  towards 
J,  C.  Elliott. 

L.  J.  Morgan  says  he  was  in  a  store  when  he  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun,  in  the  du'ection  of  the  fight,  and  in  ten  or  fifteen  seconds  another 

gm,  when  he  went  into  the  yard  and  saw  J.  C.  Elliott  fire  a  gun  at  A. 
yde  as  he  was  running  off.  He  says  James  Johnson,  who  was 
arrested,  told  him  that  J.  C.  Elliott  fired  the  first  gun,  and  Hyde  fired 
next,  a  pistol. 

ALrs.  Price  testifies  to  the  suspicious  circumstances  surrounding  the 
d^ndant,  but  did  not  see  the  firing,  and  does  not  know  who  shot  first. 

In  behalf  of  the  defendant,  it  was  proved  by  J.  M.  Johnson  that 
what  the  defendant  Moseley  swore  on  the  trial  of  Elliott,  as  to  who 
shot  first,  was  trtie.  He  was  near  the  parties,  and  fully  corroborates 
the  testimony  of  Moseley. 

S.  T.  Johnson  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  the  report  of  the  guns,  and 
did  not  see  who  shot  first. 

A.  S.  Bamam  frdly  corroborates  the  testimony  of  Meseley ;  was  an 
^e-witness  to  the  rencontre,  and  states  positively  that  Ifyde  shot  first 
He  heard  Moseley  testify  before  the  examining  court,  and  says  his  tes- 
timony was  true  on  every  point. 

W»  F.  Elliott's  testimony  is  the  same ;  he  fhUy  sustiuns  Moseley, 
andproves  positively  that  Hyde  shot  first. 

Thus  we  see  that  tliere  is  a  confiict  of  testimony ;  presenting  a  case 
in  which  the  defendant  is  charged  with  ^Ise  swearing,  yet  his  evidence 
isHX>rroborated  by  three  other  eye-witnesses  to  the  transaction  about 
which  he  testifies,  whose  veradty  b  not  impeached,  while  there  are 
three  who  give  a  different  version  of  the  affiiir.  In  such  case,  it  is 
charitable  to  suppose  that  one  party  or  the  other  is  mistaken.  We 
cannot  conclude  that  the  defendant  wi^lly  swore  &lsely,  without  im- 
plicating, at  the  same  time,  three  other  witnesses  whose  credibility  has 
not  been  assailed. 

It  is  true  that  in  trials  depending  upon  the  veracity  of  witnesses,  the 
Subordinate  Lodges  have  a  better  opportunity  to  determine  the  degree 
of  credit  whioh  should  be  given  to  witnesses  testifying  before  them ; 
but  where  ihsn  ts  nothmg  in  the  reeord  to  show  that  any  of  the  withess- 
es  were  ^inworthy  of  belief,  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  a  Brother 
00^  not  to  be  expelled  upon  a  charge,  however  serious,  without  a 
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decided  preponderance  of  testameny  to  support  it.  In  this  ease  the 
weight  01  evidence  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  the  innocence  of  the  ac- 
cused, and  however  reluctant  we  may  be  (as  we  aver  we  are)  to 
interfere  with  the  final  judgment  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  when  &irly 
and  deliberately  rendered  upon  the  &cts  of  a  case,  we  are,  nevertheless, 
compelled  in  this  instance,  to  disagree  with  the  decision  of  Smithville 
Lodge,  and  to  recommend  that  the  expulsion  of  Bro.  B.  0.  Moseley  be 
set  aside,  and  that  he  be  restored  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Freemasonry. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

We  give  the  report  (which  was  adopted)  of  the  Committee  on  the 

CASS  OF  BBO.   WILLIS  BA&NSS. 

It  appears  from  the  record  of  proceedings  sent  up  in  this  case,  that 
Bro.  Barnes  was  changed  in  his  [Silviarena]  Lodge,  with  unmasonic 
conduct,  upon  three  specifications,  which  are  as  follows : 

1.  Publicly  drawing  from  his  person,  on  Sunday,  the  28rd  day  of 
May  last,  a  concealed  pistol,  and  offering  it  to  his  son  to  shoot  Brother 
Dennis  Hays,  a  Master  Mason,  in  good  standing,  and  a  member  of 
that  Lodge. 

2.  By  accusing  Brother  James  Hardy  of  improper  conduct  as  a 
Mason. 

8.  By  profiuiing  the  Sabbath  day  and  disturbing  public  worship, 
by  quarreling  and  ^hting  at  diurch  on  that  day,  and  exaibiting  dead- 
ly weapons  in  an  angxy  manner,  and  avowing  his  intention  to  use 
uiem. 

There  were  two  other  specifications,  which  were  withdrawn. 

On  the  trial  in  the  Lodge  below,  the  three  spedfioations  above  were 
sustained.  The  vote  on  pusishraent  was  taken,  and  <m  the  first  ballot 
he  was  expelled.  The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence, 
and  express  theur  surprise  at  the  result  which  was  reached  by  the  Lodge, 
viz. :  that  the  specifications  were  sustained,  and  the  accused  was 
worthy  of  expulsion. 

On  the  first  qiecifiealion,  that  of  ''  ofifering  his  son  a  pistol  to  shoot 
a  Master  Mason,"  the  evidence  proves  no  such  thing,  if  we  appl^  tiie 
ordinary  construction  to  the  languid  employed.  He  did  oflfer  bis  son 
a  pistol,  but  not  to  shoot  a  Master  Mason.  The  fiicts  were  these  :  Ins 
son  and  the  Master  Mason,  Hays,  had  an  altercation,  which  was  beran 
by  Hays ;  that  Hays  was  armed  with  a  drawn  knife  and  refused  tolay 
it  down  luid  fight  young  Barnes  a  fiiir  fight,  when  requested  by  the  by- 
standers to  do  so ;  that  the  aceosed  coming  up  in  the  meantime,  and 
seeing  the  advantage  which  Hays  had,  and  observing  his  apparent  de- 
termination to  use  the  knife,  o£kred  his  son  a  pistol  to  defend  himself, 
saying,  ''  take  this  and  defend  yourself  if  he  cuts  you,"  or  words  to 
that  effect.  Certainly  there  can  be  no  crime  in  this.  The  whole 
occurrence  is  to  be  regretted,  but  can  it  be  said  that  a  father  is  to  stand 
by  and  witness  the  butchery  of  his  son,  and  not  se^  to  peevent  the 
efiufflon  of  blood,  or  to  furnish  his  son  with  the  means  of  defending 
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himflel^  beeaofie  hk  assaOaat  was  a  Mason  ?  l%e  Committee  recognixe 
the  right  of  self-pressrvation  as  a  paiamoont  law,  and  this  is  extended 
hy  the  law  of  society  to  the  relation  of  parent  and  child,  and  we  can* 
BOt  discover  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  that  the  accused  in  any 
manner  exoeeded  hie  natural  rights,  or  violated  any  Masomc  duty. 

Nor  does  the  evidence  support  the  other  specifications.  In  regard 
to  the  second  specification,  the  accused,  at  the  time  he  was  understood 
to  make  an  accusation  ;against  Brother  James  Hardv,  disclaimed  any 
intention  to  make  such  accusation,  and  expressed  his  regret,  if  any 
thmg  he  had  said  wounded  the  feelings  of  Brother  Hardy.  His  ex- 
fdanation  was  not  contradicted,  and  his  apology  was  not  taken  into 
consideration. 

In  regard  to  the  third  specification,  that  of  disturbing  the  public 
worship  on  the  Sabbath  day,  &c.,  the  evidence  shows  that  the  accused 
and  Joseph  Hays  were  brothers  in  the  church.  That  as  the  meeting 
closed  or  was  about  to  dose,  the  accused  came  out  of  the  church,  and 
at  the  door,  meeting  Hays,  he  oflfered  his  hand,  and  saluted  him,  by 
sajing,  "How  are  you,  Brother  Hays."  Hays  replied  angrily, 
"Don't  call  me  brother,"  and  immediately  commenced  a  tirade  of 
abuse,  in  which  he  repeatedly  called  him  a  liar,  and  intimated  that  he 
was  a  negro  and  a  thief,  and  for  persisting  in  these  charges,  Brother 
Barnes  struck  him.  The  Committee  are  unanimous  in  the  coinion  that 
manifest  injustice  has  been  done  Bro.  Barnes,  in  his  expulsion ;  that 
the  evidence  did  not  sustain  the  charges,  and  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Brother  Willb  Barnes  be,  and  he  is  hereby  restored  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Freemasoniy. 

Bro.  H.  0.  Johnston,  77  years  of  age,  and  55  a  M.  M.,  was  present 
and  welcomed  by  a  resolution,  as  the  oldest  aiBliated  Mason  in  the 
State. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

D.  Mitchell,  D.  G.  Master ;  J.  L.  Alcorn^  G.  a  Warden ;  J.  T. 
Cameron,  G.  J.  Warden ;  W.  H.  Ande^rson,  G.'  Chaplain ;  B.  S. 
Tapnan,  G.  Treasurer ;  Eo.  W.  T.  Daniel,  G.  Seeretaiy ;  v.  H.  Miles, 
G.  S.  D. ;  Wm.  Aills,  G.  J.  D.;  Pearson  Smith,  G.  Marshal ;  B.  B. 
Webb,  G.  S.  B.;  J.  A.  Chapman,  6.  P. ;  A.  Bobbins,  G.  Tyler. 

KF^  There  are  five  Commanderies  in  Mississippi  The  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  the  State  held  its  annual  conclave  at  Yioksbnrg,  in  May 
last.  A  short  address  was  delivered  by  %r  G.  M.  Hillyer,  D.  G. 
Commander.  A  r^rt  on  F.  C.  was  made  by  Sur  Kt.  Hillyer,  Chair- 
nian  of  the  Committee,  which  contains  nothing  of  general  interest. 
The  following  Sir  Knights  were  elected  to  fill  the  offices  for  the  ensuing 
year: 

Gfles  M.  Hillyer,  R.  R  G.  Com. ;  Tho.  W.  Caskey,  V.  E.  Dep. 


46  THE   ASHLAB. 

G.  C. ;  W.  W.  Lord,  E.  G.  Gen'o ;  C.  A.  Manlove,  fi.  G.  Capfc,  Gen. ; 
A.  NiBwton,  E.  G.  Prelafce ;  L.  Johnson,  E.  G.  S.  W. ;  F.  C  Mereor, 
E.  G.  J,  W. ;  B.  8.  Tappan,  E.  G.  Treasurer ;  Bo.  W.  T.  Daniel, 
E.  G.  Recorder ;  Wells  0.  Harrell,  E.  G.  St  Bearer ;  A.  B.  Tyler. 
E.  G.  Sd.  Bearer ;  B.  L.  Taggart,  E.  G.  Warder;  Alex.  Brown,  E. G. 
SentineL 

\i^  There  is  a  Grand  Coonoil  of  B.  and  S.  Masters  in  Mississippi, 
with  fifteen  Subordinate  Councils.  At  ike  annual  convocalion  in  May 
last,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  current  year : 

Dl.  Comp.  Daniel  Bosser,  Grenada,  M.  P.  Grand  Master ;  C.  T. 
Bond,  New  Albany,  Dep.  Dl.  Grand  Master ;  Wm.  M.  Wells,  Auburn, 
G.  Th.  Ill  Gr.  W!aster ;  Wm.  Middleton,  Vicksburg,  G.  P.  C.  of  the 
W. ;  A.  F.  Cykoski,  Vioksburg,  G.  Capt  of  the  G. ;  B.  S.  Tanpan, 
Vicksburg,  Grand  Treasurer;  Bo.  W.  T.  Daniel,  Jackson,  Grand 
Becorder ;  W.  W.  Lord,  Vioksburg,  G.  Chaplain ;  A.  Brown,  Vicks- 
burg, G.  Sentinel. 


>^^-^ 


LITERARY  NOTICES. 


HiSTORT   OF   THB  BsGULATOBS  OF  NORTHXRN  INDIANA. -*  Tbis    is 

the  title  of  a  pamphlet  of  sixty-seven  pages,  just  published.  For  many 
years  the  northern  part  of  Indiana  was  infested  by  a  gang  of  horae 
thieves,  blaok-Iegs,  robbers,  inoendiarieB,  and  murderers,  who  carried 
on  their  diiibolical  practices  without  detection ;  or,  if  detected,  they 
escaped  punishment.  Many  of  them  owned  property  and  lived  on 
&rms,  leading  lives,  apparently,  of  the  strictest  morality,  and  were 
thus  regarded  by  their  neighbors.  The  law  seemed  to  be  ineffective 
to  reach  and  punish  the  villains.  This  state  of  thing?  continued  till 
September,  1856,  when  a  sodety  of  "  Begulators  "  was  formed  under 
an  act  of  the  Legislature.  All  members  took  a  solemn  pledge  of 
secrecy,  and  the  meetings  were  private. 

The  pamphlet  gives  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  "  Begu- 
lators," the  arrest  of  the  leading  desperadoes,  thehr  confbssionB  and 
punishments.  While  the  little  volume  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the 
state  of  morals  which  has  pervaded  Northern  Indiana,  it  is  a  highly 
interesting  narrative,  and  gives  evidence  that  a  permanent  reform  has 
been  effected.  It  can  be  purchased  of  M.  H.  Mott,  of  Kendalville, 
Ind.,  for  thirty  cents. 
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CHIT-CHAT. 


OuB  attention  is  often  attracted  by  Masonic  emblems  on  Bign-boards 
and  oAer  adyertisements  of  bn«nes8.  Why  are  they  thus  used  ?  Is 
it  not  to  obtain  custom  ?  Did  not  the  candidate  for  initiation  say  he 
was  nninflueneed  by  meroenaiy  motives?  What  right  has  he  then  to 
use  Masonry  to  pr(^  np  his  buAness  ?  None  whatever.  The  habit 
whieh  has  became  so  prevalent  of  wearing  jeweby  in  the  form  of 
Hasoaio  emblems,  may  well  call  forth  doubts  as  to  its  expediency,  but 
ihe  custom  of  plaobg  Masonic  emblems  on  agn-boards,  is  absolutely 
and  positively  objectionabfe. 

Judge  B.  and  Counsellor  S.  were  Brother  Masons.    The  judge 

gave  a  decision  in  a  case  adverse  to  S.'s  client,  when  the  latter  rose 
somewhat  excited,  and  said,  "  May  it  please  your  Honor,  I  am  surprised 
that  the  court  should  be  so  ignorant  of  the  law  in  this  case."  "  Mr. 
S.,"  said  the  judge,  "  the  court  cannot  listen  to  such  language.  Take 
your  seat."  "  I  wish  to  enlighten  the  court,"  said  S.  "  Sit  down, 
Sir,"  said  the  judge,  his  &ce  flushed  with  anger ;  "  I  fine  you  ten  dol- 
lars for  contempt  of  court."  S.  saw  that  he  had  gone  too  far  and 
sinned  against  the  powers  that  be.  Quick  as  thought  he  pulled  from 
his  pocket  a  small  piece  of  paper,  and  carefully  unfolding  it,  said  in  a 
tone  somewhat  changed,  ''  Will  your  Honor  allow  me  to  indorse  the 
ten  dollars  on  this  note  of  yours  which  I  hold."  The  sudden  change 
in  S.'s  manner,  and  the  quickness  with  which  he  made  the  remark, 
called  forth  shouts  of  hughter  from  the  spectators  at  the  judge's  ex- 
pense. 13k  Honor  gradually  relaxed  his  sternness  of  countenance  and 
jomed  in  the  merriment.  Counsellor  S.  made  a  suitable  apology,  the 
fine  was  remitted,  and  thus  ended  the  serious  comedy. 

It  is  late  at  night.     We  have  just  retun^ed  from  the  Lodge, 


where  we  saw  the  first  degree  conferred  by  a  bright  and  worthy  Brother. 
How  beautiful  and  instructive  the  ceremony  I  The  initiate  has  just 
commenced  his  Masonic  career.  He  is  a  young  man  full  of  high 
aspirations  and  happy  anticipations.  Let  him  but  heed  the  teachings 
of  the  Lodge,  and  who  can  doubt  his  career  of  usefulness  ! 

The  name  of  our  magazine  puzzles  many  of  the  profane.    Re- 


oently  a  small  party  were  wondering  what  the  word  ^'AMhlar  "  signified, 
and  why  it  was  used  as  a  name  for  a  Masonic  periodical.  One,  more 
wise  than  his  fellows,  said  it  referred  to  a  bible  name ;  that  Ashlar, 
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he  tbottght,  lived  about  ibe  time  of  Solomon,  and  probably  Maaons 
claimed  that  he  had  something  to  do  with  fonnding  their  Order.  The 
explanation  was  satisfiictory. 

We  regret  to  say  there  are  Masons  whose  ignoranoe  is  a  db- 

graee  to  the  Gnft.  Not  long  since,  a  man  who  had  been  initiated  fisr 
some  years  was  asked  if  he  was  a  member  of  "a  bine  Lodge  7"  ''Blue 
Lodge  I  bine  Lodge  I"  said  he ;  ''  No.  What  Order  does  that  belong 
to  ?"  A  worthy  Brother  travelling  fay  a  field  where  he  saw  a  man  »t 
work  whom  he  had  known  for  many  years  to  be  a  Mason,  entered  into 
conversation  with  him.  In  the  eonrsa  of  his  remarks  he  sp(Ae  of 
Hiram  Abiff.  «  Hiram  Abiff  I"  said  the  other,  leaning  on  his  hoe  in 
a  thoaghtfnl  mood,  '*  who  is  he?  I  don't  know  him."  "But  yon 
have  heard  the  name  before,  have  you  not?"  said  the  first  speaker. 
'*  No,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  remember  It"  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
believe  that  any  member  of  the  Order  is  as  ignorant  as  the  above  indi* 
cates,  yet  it  is  true.  The  reason  of  this  may  be  found  in  the  fiict  that 
many  Alasons  do  not  take  Masonic  periodicals. 

Not  a  few  men  are  arrogant  as  well  as  ignorant  We  know  a  case 
in  point.  A.  who  lived  on  a  fiurm  near  a  thriving  city,  one  day  visited 
said  city  and  met  Bro.  B.  A.  introduced  the  subject  of  Masonry,  and 
told  B.  that  he  wished  him  to  examine  him«  *'  Are  you  a  Mason  ?'' 
**  Why  certainly,"  replied  A.,  "  I  have  arrived  at  the  very  summit  and 
perfection  of  Masonry."  "What  Lodge  do  you  belong  to?"  "I 
am  not  a  member  of  any  Lodge."  ''Have  you  ever  visited  onr 
Lodge  ?"  asked  Bro.  B.  "  No,"  replied  A.,  "  I  have  not  been  in  a 
Lodge  for  twenty  years."  Comment  on  such  a  man  is  unnecessary, 
and  so  Bro.  B.  gave  him  to  understand. 

It  is  amusing,  as  well  as  pitiful,  to  hear  what  exooaes  some  Mar 

sons  give  for  not  sustaining  Masonic  periodicals.  One  says,  ''I  have  got 
through  with  Masonry-^there  is  no  use  in  my  brightening  up."  "  Got 
through  with  Masoniy  I"  as  though  Masonry  could  be  worn  out  like  an 
old  horse  or  an  old  shoe ;  as  though  it  were  to  be  valued  only  by  the 
benefits  we  can  personally  derive  from  it,  and  not  by  the  benefits  it 
confers  on  others.  "Gk>t  through  with  Masoniy!"  Indeed,  Sir; 
then  Masonry  should  get  through  with  you,  by  getting  rid  of  you. 
Another  Mason  says,  *'  Masonry  has  kid  me  aside.  I  am  super- 
annuated in  Masoniy."  This  is  a  litde  better  than  the  other,  and  pei^ 
haps  a  Htde  more  truthful,  but  bad  enough  at  the  best.  Masonry  lays 
none  aside  except  the  unworthy,  and  none  who  are  worthy  beoome 
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safMranntiatod  In  Ae  Order.  "A  Masonic  journal/'  sayg  a  third, 
"has  been  taken  in  onr  office  for  years,  bnt  I  have  not  looked 
into  it/'  **  Not  looked  into  it !"  And  jet  yon  claim  to  be  a  Hason. 
Shame  on  yon.  Your  statement  does  yon  no  credit  in  the  judgment 
even  of  those  who  hate  Masonry.  If  you  have  so  little  desire  for  know* 
ledge  that  you  will  not  receive  it  when  it  is  thrown  in  your  way,  publish 
not  your  shame  to  the  world. 

Is  it  not  a  sad  thing  to  tlunk  that  you  will  die  and  soon  be 

forgotten?  That  remembrance  of  you  will  last  only  as  long  as  your 
ficiendfl  Eve  ?  What  a  spur  to  exertion  is  the  reflection  ?  How  aptly 
is  the  train  of  thought  we  are  pursuing  expressed  in  the  following  lines: 

Thousands  of  men  breathe,  move,  and  live,  pass  off  the  stage  of 
life,  and  are  heard  of  no  more.  Why?  They  do  not  partake  of  good 
m  the  world,  and  none  were  blessed  by  them :  none  could  point  to 
them  as  the  means  of  their  redemption ;  not  a  line  they  wrote,  not  a 
word  they  spake,  could  be  recalled ;  and  so  they  perished ;  their  light 
went  out  in  darkness,  and  they  were  not  remembc^  more  than  insects 
of  yesterday.  Will  you  thus  live  and  die,  0 1  man  immortal  ?  live 
for  something.    Do  good,  and  leave  behind  you  a  monument  of  virtue. 

Many  a  man  and  woman  who  are  unknown  to  fame,  are  work- 
ing out*the  great  problem  of  life  for  the  benefit  of  their  follows.  The 
life  of  an  humble  individual,  true  to  some  good  undertaking,  and  happy 
in  his  sphere,  issu^iested  to  our  mind  by  the  following  beautiful  lines: 

I  am  but  a  simple  woodland  flower, 

The  tiaTeller  heeds  me  not ; 
Hy  dwelling  the  foot  of  an  old  oak  tree. 

In  a  wild,  seqaestered  spot ; 
Yet  happT  am  I  in  my  hnmble  nook^ 

From  the  bastline  world  afar ; 
I  peer  throoffh  the  foaves  of  my  old  oak's  eaves. 

And  worship  a  beantifal  star ! 

Though  BQttlight  dims  thee,  peerku  star, 

Tbongh  flee<n|r  piles  enshroud. 
Thy  pure,  soft  ught  is  glistening  bright, 

Beyond  the  enyious  cloud  : 
Thy  radiant  hce,  with  changeless  grace, 

ifs  ever  shining  there ; 
Yet  a  simple  flower  may  offer  up 

Its  humble,  heartfelt  prayer. 

This  fragile  frame  must  soon  decay. 

Each  rainbow  tint  must  fade, 
And  under  the  root  of  my  ancient  oak 

This  senseless  corse  be  laid. 
Yet  a  priceless  joy  has  been  mine  to  taste, 

To  worship  thee  thus  afar ;  * 

And  the  latest  glance  of  my  gladng  eyes 

Shall  rest  on  my  glorious  star. 
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MASONIC   ITEMS. 


Q^  Bro.  Hyneman  is  aboat  to  publish  an  enlarged  and  corrected 
edition  of  **  The  Vhiversal  Masonic  Record,^^ 


VW^  Bro.  Jas.  Banks  bai3,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  South  Carolina,  collected  a  larga  amount  of  materials  relating  to 
Masonry,  which  he  wiB  soon  publish. 


[15^  A  new  work  entitled  **  The  Masonic  Advocate:  Exposition 
andfidl  Defence  of  Masonry,^*  has  recently  been  publiflied. 


113^  The  Wegtem  Freemason  of  Iowa  City,  is  published  and  edited 
by  Calkin  &  Ball. 


D^  A  Couneil  of  Boyal  and  Select  Masters,  U.  B.,  has  just  gone 
into  operation  at  Jonesville,  Mich. 


11^  Hiram  Chase,  a  well  known  Mason,  was  elected  Ghrand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Maine,  in  May  kst. 


Q^We  have  received  from  Bro.  E.  G.  Storer,  Parts  I  and  11 
of  the  '*  Becords  of  Freemasonry  in  Cimneotiout,"  extending  down  to 
1826.    It  is  a  valuable  work. 


[tF*"  A  massive  silver  pitcher  was  presented  to  Comp.  A.  G.  Maokey, 
by  the  G.  C.  of  South  Caxolma,  m,  February. 


0:^  On  the  6th  day  of  December,  1858,  a  Ghrand  liodge  was  organ- 
ized in  Washington  Territory.  T.  F.  McElroy,  G.  M. ;  James  A. 
Grahame,  D.  G.  M. ;  Jas.  Biles,  S.  G.  W.;  Jas.  M.  Batchelder, 
G.  T. ;  Thomas  M.  Beed,  G.  S. 


D^  Bro.  A.  G.  Mackey  has  become  connected  with  the  American 
Freemason^ s  Magazine. 


DiF^  Bro.  J.  Adams  Allen,  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  is  about  to 
remove  to  Chicago,  having  been  appointed  Professor  m  Bush  Medical 
College. 
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[I^Bro.  Moore,  of  the  Cincinnati  Beview,  has  gone  to  Europe  to 
be  absent  two  or  three  months. 


[tp*  Bro.  S.  Hajden,  of  Athens,  Pa.,  is  preparing  an  interesting 
^ork  on  the  Masonic  life  and  character  of  Washli^n. 


[EF^  There  are  two  Lodges  at  Honolulu,  and  they  have  had  a  quar- 
rel respecting  jurisdiction— K>ne  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France,  and  the  other  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California. 
The  difficulty  has  been  amicably  adjusted. 


TofBB  0?    MjBETINO  OV  THB  6.    G.  EnOAMPMBNT,   AND  THX  G.   G. 

Ghaptxb. — The  G.  G.  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  will  meet  in 
Chicago,  on  Tuesday,  the  13th  day  of  September,  at  12  o'clock,  M., 
and  the  G.  G.  Chapter  of  the  United  States,  will  meet  at  the  same 
plaoe  and  on  the  same  day,  at  10  o'doek,  A.  M. 


H^  The  Monument  to  be  erected  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  will  cost 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

H^  The  Grand  Lodge  and  ( 
Springfield  in  October. 


Q!F^  Two  Masonic  bodies  exist  in  France— the  Grand  Orient,  (of 
which  Prince  Lucien  Murat  is  Grand  Master,)  having  under  its  juris* 
diction,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Lodges ;  and  the  Supreme  Council  of 
the  33d,  organized  in  1804,  (of  which  Duke  de  Casse  is  Grand  Com- 
mander,) haying  under  it  eighty  Lodges. 


S^  There  is  a  sel^yled  Grand  Lodge  in  Turkey.  It  is  alleged  that 
a  Captain  Atkinson,  who  was  at  Smyrna  at  the  end  of  the  Crimean  war, 
said  that  he  was  (there  is  no  proof  that  he  was)  in  possession  of  an 
Irish  warrant  He  made  twenty  Masons,  divided  them  into  three 
Lodges,  and  they  declared  themselves  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Turkey. 
A  number  of  gentlemen  had  been  innocently  entrapped  into  joining  it. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Engbind  calls  on  all  regular  Lodges  to  discoun- 
tenance  the  illegal  body. 
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.  Im  the  city  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  Jnly  25,  A.  B.  1859,  Joxl 
G.  GoFF,  a  prominent  memher  of  Battle  Creek  Lodge  No.  12,  of 
F.  and  A.  Masons.  Also,  a  member  of  Battle  Creek  Chapter  No.  19, 
of  R.  A.  Masons,  aged  65  years.  He  was  interred  by  the  Fraternity 
on  the  26th  day  of  July,  1859,  with  the  usual  Masonic  ceremonies. 

Bro.  Weston  :  By  a  resolution  of  Battle  Creek  Lodge  No.  12,  of 

F.  and  A.  Masons,  I  was  ordered  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  the 

resolutions  passed  by  the  Lodge  on  the  death  of  Bro,  Goff,  but  as  the 

resolutions  are  somewhat  lengthy,  I  have  forwarded  only  the  above 

notice  of  the  death  of  Bro.  Goff,  which  the  Lodge  requests  you  to 

publish  in  The  Ashiar. 

Bespectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

JOSEPH  BABCOCK, 
Sec.  Battle  Creek  Lodge  No.  12,  of  F.  and  A.  M., 
Also,  Sec.  Battle  Creek  Chapter  No.  19,  R.  A.  U. 

[It  is  with  a  sensation  of  deep  sadness  that  we  lay  before  our  read- 
ers the  announcement  of  Bro.  GofiT's  decease.  We  had  known  him  inti- 
mately and  well  for  four  years.  A  man  without  guile,  he  loved,  above 
all  things,  the  institution  of  Masonry,  and  without  effi)rt,  he  approxi* 
mated  in  practice  as  near  to  its  high  standard  as  any  other  man  we  ever 
knew.  He  was  pre-eminently  distinguished  for  nobleness  of  spul,  kind- 
ness of  heart,  frankness  of  disposition,  eongleness  of  purpose,  and  a 
spirit  of  charity  in  its  fullest,  largest  sense.  Esteemed  and  loved  by 
an  who  knew  him,  he  has  gone  from  his  labors  on  earth  to  everlasting 
refreshment  in  the  paradise  of  God.  He  died  among  Brethren^  who 
watched  over  and  cared  for  him  till  life  had  departed ;  and  then  they 
performed  the  last  sad  rites  over  his  remains.    Ed.] 


At  Joncsboro',  Illinois,  Bro.  Jaues  P.  Standard.  The  Lodge  in 
that  place,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  passed  the  customary  resolu- 
tions. Bro.  S.  was  a  highly  respectable  and  esteemed  member  of  the 
Fraternity. 

At  Cenfcerville,  Tennessee,  on  the  5th  of  June  last,  Bro.  Bobkrt  C. 
HuDDLESTON,  a  worthy  member  of  Polk  Lodge  No.  188,  in  the  80th 
year  of  his  age. 

Recently,  Bro.  John  Rat,  a  member  of  Evening  Star  Lodge  No. 
64,  at  Darlington,  Wisconsin. 
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Thx  AnsKUir  FHfl0BVA8Ov.-«*An  article  appeared  in  the  June  number  of 
Tbs  AiHTtAB,  entitled  "  Waht  of  MAeoiric  Goubtxst/'  in  which  respect- 
ful comments  were  made  upon  certain  objectional  remarkB  made  bj  the  Ameri- 
can  ¥Veema»Dn,  respecting  the  edicts  of  Grand  Masters,  but  more  especially 
respecting  Grand  Master  Hartsock  of  Iowa.  The  article  has  excited  Brother 
Brennan,  and  called  forth  another  prodnction  from  his  pen,  (on  the  cover  of 
iSba  Jul  J  No.  of  his  work,)  which,  while  it  does  not  contain  as  harsh  and  nn- 
masonic  terms  as  the  former,  manifests  a  bad  spirit  He  replies  to  the  article 
in  Thb  Ashlak,  not  by  Justifying  or  excusing  himself  for  applying  opprobrious 
terms  to  tliose  whom  tJie  Fraternity  of  large  States  think  worthy  of  trust  and 
honor,  but  by  attacldng  the  present  editor  of  this  work,  and  indirectly  charging 
faimwith  "spaniel-like''  reverence  for  Grand  Masters,  and  having  courted 
their  favor  to  an  undue  extent.  He  even  goes  beyond  this,  and  takes  occasion 
to  attack  Past  Grand  Master  James  H.  Hibbard,  of  Illinois,  for  recommending 
Thb  Asbiab  to  the  patronage  of  the  Craft,  alleging  that  he  did  so  because 
his  vanity  was  tickled  by  the  publication  of  his  portrait  in  our  work.  This  is 
not  true ;  but  even  if  it  were,  what  has  it  to  do  with  the  abusive  epithets  used 
by  Brother  Brennan  respecting  Grand  Masters  1  Does  it  justify  them  ?  Does 
it  excuse  them  ? 

We  regret  that  Bro.  Brennan,  being  so  obviously  in  the  wrong,  should  dis- 
play such  an  unenviable  spirit.  He  .is  dealing  with  those  of  whom  he  knows 
little.  His  insinuations  and  chaiges  of  "  toadyism  "  and  "spaniel-like  rever- 
ence," are  idle  and  frivolous,  unworthy  the  conductor  of  a  Masonic  Magazine, 
and  if  he  will  but  calmly  and  dispassionately  consider  them,  we  have  faith  to 
believe  he  will  be  ashamed  of  them.  All  who  know  us,  will  bear  testimony  to 
tiie  fiust  that  we  have  ever  conducted  The  Abhlab  fearlessly,  speaking  freely 
on  all  subjects  when  duty  commanded,  without  regard  to  the  opinions  of  any 
one  else.  Frequently  we  have  differed  in  opinion  with  the  Grand  Masters  and 
leading  Masons  near  us.  This  the  pages  of  our  work  prove  conclusively,  and 
we  challenge  any  one  to  produce  anything  which  we  have  written,  that  will 
bear  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Whenever  we  have  difiered  with  distinguished 
Masons,  we  have  expressed  our  views  without  reserve,  bat  in  respectful  and 
conrteoos  language.  No  one  has  objected  to  Bro.  Brennan's  openly  and 
bluntly  opposing  anything  uttered,  or  anything  done,  by  Grand  Masters ;  ex- 
eepdon  has  been  taken  only  to  the  manner  in  ^Hiich  he  did  it ;  and  we  can 
assure  him  that  if  he  make  more  objectionable  remarks  about  us  personally— 
if  he  ever  approadi  nearer  billingsgate  than  he  has  done — we  shall,  "  from  a 
sense  of  duty,"  condemn  his  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  epithets  applied  to 
Grand  Masters,  and  hold  them  up  to  the  condemnation  of  the  Craft.  We  trust, 
however,  that  our  Brother  will  not  give  us  occasion  to  do  so. 
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Q^  This  namber  of  Ths  Ashlab  will  be  sent  to  some  persons  who  are 
not  subscribers.  Should  they  not  desire  to  take  the  present  Tolnme,  thej  will 
please  return  the  number  received,  immediately.  We  shall  also  send  some  num- 
bers to  Masters  and  Secretaries  of  Lodges,  and  others,  whom  we  trust  will  do 
us  the  fraternal  kindness  to  act  as  agents  and  forward  a  list  of  subscribers. 


Q^  Our  Agents  would  greatly  oblige  us  by  getting  up  lists  for  the  pres- 
ent volume  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  and  forwarding  the  same  before 
the  issuing  of  the  next  number.  As  we  get  up  our  lists  entirely  anew,  it  is  of 
importance  to  increase  them  rapidly,  in  order  that  we  may  judge  how  large  an 
edition  to  print. 

07*  All  things  must  come  to  an  end,  but  we  regret  that  the  Ameriam 
QuarteHif  Renew  has  breathed  its  last.  It  was  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  con- 
tained many  elaborate  articles.  The  editor  and  publisher  (Bros.  Mackey  and 
Hacoy,)  say  in  their  valedictoxy,  "  It  is  plain  that  the  Qiarterly  was  in  advance 
of  the  Masonic  age."  We  very  much  doubt  the  truth  of  this  assertion,  al- 
though it  appeaiB  plausible.  The  Review  commenced  its  career  at  a  very 
unfortunate  time— just  as  the  great  financial  crisis  was  coming  upon  the  conn- 
try.  Had  it  been  published  two  years  earlier,  or  were  it  just  commencing  its 
career  now,  we  doubt  not  that  its  publisher,  by  proper  management,  would 
pronounce  his  work  financially  a  success  instead  of  a  failure.  It  has  not 
wanted  internal  merit,  and  stands  a  monument  of  the  ability  of  its  editor  and 
contributors. 


Apollo  Commandebt  of  Enxohts  Tehplab,  at  Chicago,  is  worthy  of 
much  praise  for  its  enterprise.  It  is  in  fine  working  order,  under  the  guidance 
of  Eminent  Commander,  W.  W.  Mitchell.  Its  members  have  attained  a  high 
degree  of  proficiency  in  drill  and  military  evolutions.  Sir  Knight  Mitchell 
has  given  great  attention  to  these.  He  first  taught  the  system  which  is  now 
practised,  and  which  has  been  adopted  by  other  Commanderios  in  the  North- 
West.  Peninsular  Commandery  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  is  now  learning  it. 
It  is  by  the  invitation  of  Apollo  Commandery,  that  the  G.  G.  Bodies  will  hold 
their  approaching  sessions  in  Chicago. 


G.  G.  Ekcahpkbkt  akd  G.  G.  Chaptbb. — These  bodies  will  meet  at 
Chicago  in  September,  and  we  shall  give  an  account  of  their  proceedings  in 
the  October  number  of  Tbb  Asblab.  We  shall  give  full  details  of  all  out- 
side proceedings,  which  will  be  particularly  interesting. 


O:^  We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  expressing  feelings  of 
pleasure  at  our  return  to  the  editorial  charge  of  Tbb  Asblab.  We  are  glad 
to  know  that  our  services  are  so  highly  valued  by  the  Craft  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  merit,  in  the  future,  the  good  opinion  which  they  entertain  of  us. 

Q:^  We  cannot  publish  obituary  resolutions ;  but  we  wish  to  publish  notices 
of  the  deaths  of  Masons,  and  would  thank  Lodges  and  Brethren  to  forward  us 
the  same. 


C!^  We  have  constant  demands  for  Vols.  I  and  II  of  Thb  Ashlab.    Can 
any  Brother  furnish  them  to  us  ? 


-^ 
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CHICAGO   AND   DETBOIT: 
VOL  V.  NO.  2. 

OCTOBER*    1859. 


ERRONEOUS  VIEWS   OF   MASONRY. 


All  institationB  suffer  from  the  ignorance  and  misgaided  zeal  of 
thi^  adyooates.  The  best  and  greatest  of  human  establishments  is 
not  an  exception  to  this  remark.  To  its  tmth,  the  ohnrch,  with  all  its 
sects,  political  government  in  all  its  forms,  social  reform  in  all  its 
phases,  testify.  *'  Save  me  from  my  friends,*'  has  become  a  trite  say- 
ing, but  never  was  there  an  aphorism  more  worthy  of  attention,  or 
which  can  be  more  aptly  quoted.  It  is  the  earnest  endeavor  of  wise 
and  intelligent  men,  whatever  cause  they  espouse,  to  instil  into  the 
minds  of  their  followers  right  views,  to  moderate  their  zeal  and  direct 
it  into  the  proper  path.  This  is  no  small  task  in  any  "  great  and  im- 
portant undertaking,"  and  frequently  must  the  more  enlightened  view 
with  grief  and  chagrin  the  efforts  of  their  friends  less  informed  or  less 
judicious,  whose  reason  yields  to  undue  enthusiasm,  and  sadly  must 
they  realize  the  truth  of  the  poet's  lines  — 

"  0  hateful  error,  melancholy's  child ! 
Why  dost  thou  show  to  the  apt  thonghts  of  men 
The  things  that  are  not.    0  error,  soon  conceived, 
Thou  never  came  'st  into  a  happy  birth, 
Bat  kill  'st  the  mother  that  engendered  thee." 

Plain  and  simple  as  is  the  design  of  Masonry,  no  institution  has  ever 
been  subjected  to  more  baneful  influences  exerted  by  its  friends.  To 
one  and  all  of  the  class  referred  to,  we  attribute  honesty  of  motive  ; 
yet  such  have  been  their  actions,  that  it  seems  as  though  they  cudgel- 
led their  brains  to  find  some  means  to  divert  Masonry  from  her  legiti- 
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mate  path,  and  make  ber  a  supporter  of  creeds  and  tbeories  with  which 
she  has  nothing  to  do,  and  on  whose  truth  or  fidsity  she  cannot  give  a 
decision.  Some  claim  for  her  too  much,  and  thereby  make  her  ridicu- 
lous. There  have  been  those  who  proclaimed  to  mankind  that 
Masonry  was  coeval  with  the  origin  of  the  world.  Oliver,  the  learned 
scholar,  makes  himself  ridiculous  often  by  assertions  which  have  not  the 
slightest  ftundation.  He  tells  of  antediluvian  Masonry,  which  existed 
in  the  times  described  by  the  Book  of  Genesis,  and  thus  explains  it : 

It  may  perhaps  be  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that  primitive  Freema- 
sonry, so  to  call  it,  included  a  code  of  simple  morals.  It  assured  men 
that  they  who  did  well  would  be  approved  of  God ;  and  if  they  fol- 
lowed evil  courses,  sin  would  be  imputed  to  them,  and  they  would  thus 
become  subject  to  punishment.  It  detailed  the  reasons  why  the 
seventh  day  was  consecrated  and  set  apart  as  a  sabbath,  or  day  of  rest ; 
and  showed  why  the  bitter  consequences  of  sin  were  visited  upon  our 
first  parente,  as  a  practical  lesson  that  it  ought  to  be  avoided.  But 
the  great  object  of  this  primitive  Freemasonry  was  to  preserve  and 
cherish  the  promise  of  a  Kedeemer,  who  should  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  evil  that  their  transgression  had  introduced  into  the  world,  when 
the  appointed  time  should  come. 

Such  stetements  are  too  absurd  to  need  contradiction.  Bringing 
forward  arguments  to  refute  them  would  only  give  them  an  importance 
which  they  do  not  intrinsically  possess,  and  do  not  deserve.  It  is 
strange  that  any  man  of  intelligence — ^yea,  that  any  man  of  common 
sense  should  seriously  advocate  or  proclaim  views  which  bear  the  stamp 
of  falsity  plainly  and  unmistakeably  on  their  &ce.  Yet  such  is  the 
case,  and  among  those  who  thus  belittle  themselves,  Oliver  stands 
prominent. 

There  is  an  error  committed  by  a  large  class  of  Masons,  which  tends 
to  warp  their  judgment  and  contract  their  minds.  They  know  too  much 
for  their  own  good  or  that  of  the  Craft,  of  what  transpired  at  the 
building  of  King  Solomon's  temple.  From  their  conversation,  one 
might  suppose  that  they  had  recently  visited  that  stupendous  work  of 
art  and  seen  King  Solomon,  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  Hiram  Abiff,  the 
three  thousand  and  three  hundred  Masters,  the  eighty  thousand  Fellow 
Grafts,  and  the  seventy  thousand  Apprentices,  all  at  work  in  their 
several  avocations.  Indeed  one  might  not  be  quite  sure  from  their 
representations  whether  they  have  not  slept  with  Hiram  Abiff,  so  well 
do  they  know  and  describe  his  habits,  and  the  customs  which  prevailed 
among  the  builders  of  the  temple.  They  freely  criticise  the  work  of 
the  third  degree ;  find  fiiult  with  this  or  with  that ;  recommend  this 
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ohftnge  or  that  change ;  and  all  their  soggeeAions  are  prompted  by  their 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  times  and  customs  of  the  King  of  Israel. 
To  them  the  temf^e  and  all  allusions  to  it  in  the  ritual  are  material 
/acts,  with  litde,  if  any,  symbolical  reference.  They  eagerly  seize  the 
shadow  and  lose  the  substance.  We  do  not  deare  to  disturb  any  one's 
belief  respecting  the  times  and  work  of  Solomon,  but  we  do  not  wish 
him  to  let  that  belief  have  a  controUmg  influence  over  his  actions  re- 
specting the  ritual  and  its  teachings.  He  may  be  right  in  his  views, 
or  he  may  be  wrong ;  that  is  all  that  can  be  said  of  his  opinion.  To 
all  Masons  the  temple  should  be  a  symbol,  and  all  fiicts  connected  with 
it  in  our  tradition  should  be  symbols,  let  the  material  &cts  be  as 
they  may.  When  viewed  in  this  light  the  material  fact  is  of  little  con- 
seq^uence,  and  the  diftrence  among  Craftsmen  will  lead  to  no  baneful 
^ects. 

'*  So  £Bff  as  the  true  object  of  Masonry  is  concerned,"  says  Maokey, 
in  the  American  Quarterly  Review,  "  the  temple  of  Solomon  might 
be  a  nonentity — ^its  builder  a  myth — and  all  the  traditions  of  the  Order 
hsLve  no  better  feundation,  in  historical  fiict,  than  the  tinctures  and 
elixirs  of  the  old  alchemists.  It  is  folly  to  suppose,  and  we  presume 
that  no  wise  Mason  now  supposes,  that  the  institution  of  Speculative 
Hasomy  was  established  and  is  still  preserved  to  perpetuate  a  few  facts 
in  Jewish  history,  connected  with  the  building  of  a  religious  edifice, 
about  ten  centuries  before  the  Christian  era.  It  were  an  idle  thought 
to  imagme  that,  for  three  thousand  years,  the  energies  and  talents  of 
any  class  of  reasonable  and  thinking  men  would  have  been  employed 
in  handing  down,  from  generation  to  generation,  the  few  barren  facts — 
barren  as  fiur  as  any  philosophic  value  is  to  be  derived  from  them — ^which 
are  contained  in  the  traditions  of  Ancient  Craft  Masoniy.  Why,  the 
mere  &cts,  considered  only  as  facts,  without  any  symbolic  instruction 
to  be  derived  from  them,  could  be  embraced  within  the  narrow  com- 
pass of  a  dozen  of  octavo  pages,  and  these  printed  too,  in  neither  min- 
ion nor  brevier,  but  in  the  largest  of  type  and  with  the  widest  of 
margin.  Long  since,  if  this  had  been  all  for  which  Masoniy  was 
intended.  Tradition  would,  as  she  has  done  in  a  thousand  other  in- 
stances, have  yielded  her  control  of  the  deposite,  and  delivered  it  into 
the  safer  hands  of  her  offipring,  History. 

**  To  give  these  naked  &cts  a  value,  which  shall  endear  Masonry,  as 
their  sacred  depomtory,  to  our  affections,  and  secure  for  her  our  re- 
spect, we  must  clothe  their  nakedness  with  s3rmbolic  instruction,  and 
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this  can  alone  be,  as  it  must  always  have  been,  the  legitimate  design  of 
the  institution. 

"  Considered,  then,  in  this  light,  the  temple  is  no  longer  that  mate- 
rial edifice  erected  by  the  wisdom  of  Solomon  and  the  assistance  of 
Hiram  on  the  '  threshing  floor  of  Oman  the  Jebusite :'  it  is  a  profound 
Bjrmbol,  to  be  interpreted  in  different  ways ;  sometimes,  as  the  life  of 
man,  to  be  spiritually  built  up ;  sometimes  as  the  world  or  the  universe 
in  which  he  is  the  laborer ;  sometimes  in  one  way  and  sometimes  in 
another,  aocordmg  Jto  the  different  light  in  which  it  is  viewed,  and  to 
the  different  accessory  symbols  with  which  it  is  connected.*' 

Many  Masons,  no  doubt,  firmly  believe  that  they  know  the  particu- 
lars respecting  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  that  Masonry  dates 
fipom  the  time  of  King  Solomon.  All  persons  cannot  believe  alike  in 
this  matter.  The  same  evidence  produces  different  efi^ts  on  difierent 
minds.'  Hence,  testimony  which  will  convince  one  man  of  a  &ct,  will 
lead  another  to  doubt  It  seems  to  us,  theraifbre,  to  be  a  grave  error 
for  any  one  to  be  captious  in  his  views  of  the  ritual  or  work,  founded 
on  his  belief  in  circumstances  connected  with  the  material  temple. 
While  he  entertains  his  own  belief,  let  him  respect  that  of  others. 
Several  leading  Masons  are  seeking  to  convince  the  world  that  Ma- 

/  soniy  teaches  the  popular  dogmas  of  Christianity;  that  it  is  intended 
to  teach  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  the 
divine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures.  To  us,  nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous,  and  nothing  could  be  better  calculated  to  destroy  the  Insti- 
tution. If  Masonry  furnishes  evidence  to  any  person  of  the  dogmas 
cited,  let  that  person  not  endeavor  to  lessen  the  influence  of  the  Order 
by  fastening  upon  it  his  peculiar  views.  The  design  and  teachings  of 
Masonry  are  averse  to  his  action. .  His  course  is  inconsistent  with  the 

'  great  characteristic  of  the  Institution — ^its  universality — and  he  knows 
it,  and  must  acknowledge  it. 

The  attempt,  strenuously  made  at  the  present  day,  to  prop  up  spu- 
rious degrees  by  the  aid  of  Masonry,  and  convert  it  into  a  temperance 
society,  are  among  the  most  pernicious  errors.  The  degrees  of  Ma- 
sonry are  well  defined ;  it  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  sys- 
tem without  injury  to  itself.  The  androgynous  degrees  are  an  incubus 
on  the  Institution ;  they  serve  only  to  promulgate  erroneous  views,  and 
frequently  are  an  imposition  upon  those  on  whom  they  are  conferred. 
We  regret  to  learn  that  the  venerable  Grand  Lecturer  of  Michigan, 
whom  we  respect,  and  whose  election,  for  two  years  past,  we  did  all  we 
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oonld  to  seeare,  employs  a  portion  of  hb  time  while  travelling  on  his 
official  duties,  in  conferring  the  degrees  of  the  Adoptive  Rite. 

Other  errors  might  he  easily  cited.     The  habit,  constantly  increas- / 
ing,  of  putting  Masonic  emblems  on  business  signs  and  cards — ihi/ 


profuse  display  of  tawdry  Masonic  emblems,  in  the  form  of  jeweliyj^ 
on  the  person,  are  not  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Institution,  aad. 
only  serve  to  injure  it. 

In  their  actions  which  affect  the  Institution,  Masons  have  a  solemn 
duty  to  perform.    For  the  influence  they  exert,  they  are,  and  will  be,  • 
held  responsible.     The  design  of  Masonry  is  single,  and  few  there  are 
who  can  long  advocate  erroneous  views  respecting  the  Order  innocently, , 
or  with  impunity.     Consider  this  well.  Brethren,  and  ponder  on  the  \ 
duty  which  you  have  to  perform  in  sustaining  our  ancient  and  time-hon 
ored  Institution. 


►-•♦•-^ 


Thunderstorms. — ^Many  persons  are  greatly  frightened  in  the  midst 
of  a  storm,  when  the  deep-toned  thunder  peals  along  the  sky,  and  the 
vivid  lightning  sends  its  fitful  glare  across  the  horizon.  To  us  there  are 
a  power  and  beauty  in  such  a  scene  which  makes  it  grand  and  noble. 
In  it  we  discover  evidence  of  that  great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  be- 
fore whom  all  created  beings  should  with  reverence  bow.  Why  should 
we  fear  the  lightning?  An  all-wise  and  all-good  Being  directs  its 
course,  and  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground  without  his  notice.  In 
connection  with  this  subject,  our  attention  has  been  attracted  by  the 
fbUowing  beautiful  lines,  which  we  know  will  be  appreciated  by  our 
readers : 

"  The  thunder  bants  I  its  rolling  might 
Seems  the  firm  hills  to  shake; 
And  in  terrific  splendor  bright, 
The  gathered  lightnings  break. 

"  Yet  doth  not  Qod  behold  thee  still, 
With  all-sarvejing  eye  1 
•  Doth  not  his  power  all  natare  fill, 

Around,  beneath,  on  high  ? 

"  Then  fear  not,  though  the  angry  sky, 
A  thousand  darts  should  cast ; 
Why  should  we  tremble  e'en  to  to  die 
And  be  with  him  at  last  ?  " 
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THE   USE   OF   TOBACCO   IN  LODGES. 


It  is  the  duty  of  Masons  to  cuItiTate  cleanly  and  gendemanly  habits 
at  all  times.  In  this  matter,  of  course,  they  most,  ont  of  the  Lodge, 
exercise  their  own  jadgment  There  is  a  place  and  a  time  for  all 
tlungs.  What  is  appropriate  in  the  street  or  business  apartment  is  not 
frequently  in  the  parlor,  in  church,  or  in  the  Lodge.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  members  of  each  subordinate  body  to  adopt  rules  to  prevent 
the  practice  of  any  disagreeable  or  unbecoming  habit  at  their  meetings. 

The  custom  of  chewing  tobacco  prevails  almost  generally  through 
this  western  countiy.  In  the  hotel,  the  street,  the  public  conveyance, 
the  theatre,  the  lecture  hall,  the  counting  room,  the  store,  the  business 
office — ^in  short,  in  almost  eveiy  place,  hardly  excepting  the  church  or 
the  parlor,  men  derive  what  pleasure  there  may  be  in  grinding  between 
the  teeth  a  nauseous  weed.  This  practice  is  participated  in  by  all 
classes — the  clergyman,  lawyer,  merchant  and  mechanic  The  attor- 
ney at  the  bar  borrows  ''  a  chew  of  tobacco ''  from  his  Honor  on  the 
bench.  Let  this  general  custom  be  kept  out  of  Lodges  and  we  have 
not  a  word  to  say  agamst  it  in  this  magazine,  but  when  it  enters  on 
the  ground  floor,  or  passes  to  the  middle  chamber,  or  raises  itself  to 
the  sanctum  sanctorum,  then  we  have  a  duty  to  perform,  and  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  perform  it. 

The  use  of  tobacco  in  Lodges  is,  to  many  persons,  filthy  and  dis- 
gusting. The  constant  spitting  which  it  occasions  is  very  disagreeable. 
Especially  does  this  appear  objectionable  in  officers  who  are  conspicuous 
in  the  work.  We  have  frequently  seen  Masters,  Wardens,  and  the 
Senior  Deacon,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  important  part  of  the  cere- 
monies, coolly  place  in  their  mouth  a  large  "  chew  of  tobacco."  •  As 
soon  should  we  expect  to  see  a  minister  in  the  pulpit,  before  com- 
mencing a  prayer  or  a  sermon,  fill  his  mouth  with  the  nauseous  weed. 
One  is  as  much  out  of  place  as  the  other. 

This  is  no  light  or  frivolous  matter,  and  it  should  receive  immediate 
attention.  Each  Lodge  should  adopt  a  resolution  or  by-law  prohibit- 
ing the  use  of  tobacco  in  the  room  during  its  meetings,  and  the  W.  M. 
should  see  that  it  is  complied  with  to  the  letter.  * 

We  have  but  glanced  at  this  subject  Its  importance  demands  more 
lengthy  comments,  and  we  may  advert  to  it  again  at  an  early  day. 
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EDITORIAL   CORBESPONDENCE. 


East  Saoihaw,  Mioh. 

Dear  Ashiab:  Here  I  am  once  more  in  this  flouriBhing  eity 
among  the  woods.  Improyements  are  to  be  seen  in  every  direction, 
and  the  progress  of  the  place  seems  to  have  been  but  slightly  retarded 
by  the  hard  times.  I  find  many  old  and  familiar  &ces  here.  Bros. 
Jo  A.  Large  and  Modes  B.  Hess  are  two  of  the  most  hospitable  and 
warm-hearted  Masons  living,  and  are  ever  giving  fresh  evidenoe  of 
their  interest  in  the  Craft.  To  me  they  extended  a  cordial  greeting  as 
in  past  years. 

Since  I  left  home  I  have  visited  several  plaoes.  At  Gkrahen,  Ind.,  I 
fonnd  the  Craft  wide  awake,  and  not  a  few  zealous  and  worthy  Breih« 
ren,  one  of  the  most  active  of  whom  is  Bro.  H.  0.  Hale. 

I  made  a  short  visit  at  Pontiac,  and  was  pleased  once  more  to  grasp 
the  hand  of  that  bright  and  worthy  Mason,  A.  B.  Gndworth.  The 
venerable  tiler  of  the  Lodge,  Bro.  H.  Rinehart,  I  found  still  active 
and  zealous.  The  Lodge  in  Pontiac  has  been  doing  a  great  deal  of 
work  during  the  past  year,  and  is  in  fine  condition. ,  It  is  soon 
to  remove  to  a  new  and  beautiful  hall  which  is  in  the  process  of 
erection. 

At  Flint,  I  saw  Bros.  C.  E.  Williams  and  J.  B.  Hamilton,  worthy 
and  well  qualified  workmen  of  sterling  worth.  With  them  I  have 
passed  many  pleasant  hours ;  may  they  be  renewed  in  the  future  I  The 
Fraternity  in  F.  is  doing  well.  The  Chapter  is  flourishing,  and  its 
workmen  have  the  reputation  of  being  particularly  well  posted. 

A  railroad  will  soon  be  in  running  operation  from  this  place  and  to 
Flint,  and  by  next  spring  the  traveller  can  step  into  the  cars  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  and  be  in  Saginaw  at  noon.  What  a  wonderful 
change  will  then  have  been  wrought  in  the  short  space  of  five  years  I 
This  place  seemed  then  almost  inaccessible  in  this  woody  region.  The 
march  of  improvement  is  onward,  and  Michigan,  which  has  tiU  within 
three  or  four  years  been  without  railroad  fiicilities,  is  now  waking  up  to 
her  interests,  and  developing  her  resources.  May  the  good  work  con- 
tinue, is  the  ardent  wish,  I  opine,  of  every  one  who  is  obliged  to  travel 
over  her  territory.  'A.  W. 


MiLwAUKBB,  Wis. 
My  Deab  Ashlab  :  My  present  trip  has  been  a  very  pleasant  one. 
I  first  visited  Corunna,  in  Michigan,  where  I  met  a  large  number  of 
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warm-bearted  Bretbren,  and  wbeie  I  was  welcomed  bj  my  old  friend 
Bro.  Wm.  Rollo,  a  faitbful  worker  in  the  quarries,  whose  work  has 
been  found  good  and  square.  The  Craft  in  that  place  is  flourishing. 
I  next  stopped  at  Owasso;  but  bad  little  opportunity  to  see  many  of 
the  Fraternity,  and  was  able  to  obtain  only  a  bird's-eye  view  of  that 
worthy  Bro.,  Dr.  Leach,  P.  M.  of  the  Lodge.  Corunna  and  Owasso 
are  both  flourishing  villages,  and  fast  increasing  in  wealth  and  inhab- 
itants. I  spent  a  portion  of  a  day  at  St  Johns,  and  would  return 
thanks  to  Bros.  E.  Plumstead  and  W.  Curtis  for  theur  kind  attentions. 
'  The  Lodge  in  that  place  is  doing  well.  Great  care  is  taken  not  to  ad- 
mit unworthy  men,  and  none  but  good  material  is  accepted.  Lyons 
and  Muir  are  but  one  mile  apart.  A  Lodge  is  located  at  the  former 
place,  and  is  in  good  condition.  Bro..  Spalding,  the  acting  Master, 
is  a  bright  and  worthy  Mason.  At  Muir,  I  was  surprised  to  find  that 
staunch  old  veteran  in  Masonry,  Geo.  Hill.  As  interested  as  ever  in 
the  Institution,  he  continues  to  give  bis  time  and  attention  to  the  ritual 
and  work,  often  going  a  distance  of  eight  or  ten  miles  to  attend  Lodge 
meetings. 

I  next  stppped  at  Grand  Bapids,  where  &oes  were  fiuniliai  and 
greetings  were  warm.  Bro.  Leavett,  I  found  active  and  well ;  his  in- 
terest in  the  Craft  not  abated  one  jot  or  tittle.  To  him  and  Bro.  W. 
H.  Dickinson  I  was  indebted  for  kind  attentions. 

The  places  I  have  mentioned  are  located  on  the  Detroit  and  Mil- 
waukee R.  K,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  thorough&res  in  the  country. 
The  road  is  well  built,  and  is  under  the  management  of  W.  K.  Muir, 
Esq.,  a  most  courteous  and  efficient  superintendent.  He  is  just  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place.  From  Grand  Rapids  to  Grand  Haven  I 
passed  by  nul,  and  at  the  latter  place  took  passage  for  Milwaukee  in 
one  of  the  new  boats  recently  built  by  the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee  R. 
R.,  after  the  model  of  ocean  steamers,  and  intended  expressly  for  that 
line.  The  vessel  in  which  I  crossed  the  Lake  is  in  eveiy  way  elegant 
and  substantial,  and  possesses  the  most  ample  accommodations.  Its 
officers  are  extremely  obliging — a  desideratum  too  often  wanting  on 
Lake  steamers. 

In  this  place  I  have  met  Bros.  H.  L.  Palmer,  Morris  Lo\iis,  M.  L. 
Young,  and  a  host  of  others,  whose  warm  grips  caused  me  much  pleasure. 
The  Craft  here,  as  usual,  is  flourishing,  and  continues  under  the  guidance 
of  the  right  men.     May  it  continue  in  its  present  state  of  prosperity. 

I  shall  leave  here  to-morrow,  and  arrive  in  Chicago  in  time  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  G.  G.  bodies.  A.  W. 
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SECRECY. 


One  of  the  chief  features  of  Masoniy  is  Secrecy.  This  is  absolutely 
essential  in  every  member,  and  this  the  candidate  for  initiation  learns 
immediately  on  his  admission  into  the  Lodge.  He  lays  himself  under 
obligation  to  maintain  it  Recently,  while  contemplating  this  subject, 
we  were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  remarks  of  an  old  author,  that 
we  are  inclined  to  quote  them. 

**  Of  all  the  arts  which  Masons  profess,"  he  says,  **  the  art  of  keep- 
ing a  secret  particularly  distinguishes  them.  Secrecy  is  a  proof  of  wis- 
dom, and  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  different  transactions  of 
life.  Sacred  as  well  as  profane  history  has  declared  it  to  be  an  art  of 
inestimable  value.  Secrecy  is  agreeable  to  the  Deity  himself,  who 
gives  the  glorious  example  by  concealing  from  mankind  the  secrets  of 
his  providence.  The  wisest  of  men  cannot  pry  into  the  arcana  of 
Heaven,  nor  can  they  divine  to-day  what  to-morrow  may  bring  forth. 
Many  instances  may  be  adduced  from  history  of  the  great  veneration 
that  was  paid  to  this  art  by  the  ancients,  but  I  shall  only  select  a  few 
for  the  present  entertainment  of  the  reader. 

"  Pliny  informs  us  that  Anaxarchus,  being  imprisoned,  with  a  view 
to  extort  from  him  some  secrets  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted, 
and,  dreading  that  exquisite  torture  might  induce  him  to  betray  his 
trust,  bit  his  tongue  in  the  middle,  and  threw  it  in  the  &ce  of  Nicoreon, 
the  tyrant  of  Cyprus.  No  torments  could  make  the  servants  of  Plan- 
cus  betray  the  secrets  of  their  master ;  with  fortitude  they  encountered 
every  pain,  and  strenuously  supported  their  fidelity,  till  death  put  a 
period  to  their  sufferings.  The  Athenians  had  a  statue  of  brass  to 
which  they  bowed ;  the  figure  was  represented  without  a  tongue,  to  de- 
note secrecy.  The  Egyptians  worshipped  Harpocrates,  the  god  of  Si- 
lence, who  was  always  represented  holding  his  finger  to  his  mouth.  The 
Romans  had  also  their  goddess  of  Silence,  named  Angerona,  to  whom 
they  offered  worship.  In  short,  the  multiplicity  of  examples  which 
might  be  brought  to  confirm  the  regard  that  was  paid  to  this  virtue  in 
the  early  ages  would  increase  the  plan  of  my  work  fax  beyond  its  pre- 
scribed limits ;  suffice  it  to  observe,  that  Lycurgus,  the  celebrated  law- 
giver, as  well  as  Pythagoras,  the  great  scholar,  particularly  recom- 
mended this  virtue ;  especially  the  last,  who  kept  his  disciples  silent 
during  seven  years,  that  they  might  learn  the  valuable  secrets  he  had  to 
communicate  to  them ;  thereby  expressing  that  secrecy  was  the  rarest, 
as  well  as  the  noblest  art 
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"  I  shall  conclude  my  remarks  with  the  following  story,  related  by  a 
Boman  historian,  which,  as  it  may  be  equally  pleasing  and  instractive, 
I  shall  give  at  full  lengtli : 

"  The  senators  of  Borne  had  ordained  that,  during  their  consulta- 
tions in  the  senate-house,  each  brother  senator  should  be  permitted  to 
bring  his  son  with  him,  who  was  to  depart  if  occasion  required.  Thia 
fiiYor,  however,  was  not  general,  but  restricted  only  to  the  sons  of  no- 
blemen, who  were  tutored,  from  their  infancy,  in  the  virtue  of  secrecy, 
and  thereby  qualified,  in  their  riper  years,  to  discharge  the  most  impor- 
tant offices  of  government  with  fidelity  and  wisdom.  About  this  time 
it  happened  that  the  senators  met  on  a  very  important  case,  and  the 
afikir  requiring  mature  deliberation,  they  were  detained  longer  than 
usual  in  the  senate-house,  and  the  conclusion  of  their  determination  ad- 
journed to  the  following  day;  each  member  engaging,  in  the  meantime, 
to  keep  secret  the  transactions  of  the  meeting.  Among  other  noble- 
men's sons  who  had  attended  on  the  occasion,  was  the  son  of  the  grave 
Papyrus,  a  &mily  of  great  renown  and  splendor.  The  young  Pa- 
pyrus was  no  less  remarkable  for  his  genius  than  for  the  prudence  of 
his  deportment.  On  his  return  home,  his  mother,  anxious  to  know 
what  important  case  had  been  debated  in  the  senate  that  day,  which  had 
detained  the  senators  beyond  the  usual  hour,  entreated  him  to  relate  the 
particulars.  The  noble  and  virtuous  youth  told  her  it  was  a  business 
not  in  his  power  to  reveal,  he  being  solemnly  enjoined  to  silence.  On 
hearing  this,  her  importunities  were  more  earnest,  and  her  inquiries 
more  minute.  Intelligence  she  must  have ;  all  evasions  were  vain. 
First,  by  £ur  speeches  and  entreaties,  with  liberal  promises,  she  endeav- 
ored to  break  open  this  little  casket  of  secrecy ;  then  finding  her  efforts 
in  vain,  she  adopted  rigorous  measures,  and  had  recourse  to  stripes 
and  violent  threats ;  firmly  persuaded  that  force  would  extort  what  len- 
ity could  not  effect  The  youth,  finding  his  mother's  threats  to  be  very 
harsh,  but  her  stripes  more  severe,  comparing  his  love  to  her,  as  his 
mother,  with  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  father ;  the  one  mighty,  but  the 
other  impulsive ;  lays  her  and  her  fond  conceit  in  one  scale ;  his  father, 
his  own  honor,  and  the  solemn  injunctions  to  secrecy,  in  the  other 
scale ;  and  finding  the  latter  greatly  preponderate,  with  a  noble  and 
heroic  spirit  preserved  his  honor,  at  the  risk  of  hb  mother's  displeas- 
ure ;  and  thus  endeavored  to  relieve  her  anxiety : 

"  '  Madam,  and  dear  mother,  you  may  well  blame  the  senate  for  their 
long  sitting,  at  least,  for  presuming  to  call  in  question  a  case  so  truly 
impertinent :  except  the  wives  of  the  senators  are  allowed  to  consult 
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/  thereon,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  a  oonofaision.    I  speak  this  only  from 

mj  own  opinion ;  I  know  their  gravity  will  easily  oonfonnd  my  juve- 
nile apprehensionB;  yet  whether  natore  or  duty  instraots  me  to  do  so, 
I  cannot  tell.  It  seems  necessary  to  them,  for  the  increase  of  people 
and  the  public  good,  that  cyeiy  senator  should  be  aUowed  two  wives ; 
or,  otherwise,  their  wives  two  husbands.  I  shall  hardly  incline  to  call, 
under  one  roof,  two  men  by  the  name  of  father ;  I  had  rather,  with 
cheerfulness,  salute  two  women  by  the  name  of  mother.  This  is  the 
questiOD,  mother,  and  to-morrow  is  to  be  determined.' 

"  His  mother  hearing  this,  and  his  seeming  unwilling  to  reveal  it, 
she  took  it  for  an  infallible  truth.  Her  blood  was  quickly  fired,  and 
rage  ensued.  Without  enquiring  farther  into  the  case,  she  immediately 
dispatched  messengers  to  ail  the  other  ladies  and  matrons  of  Rome,  ac- 
quainting them  of  this  weighty  affair  now  under  deliberation,  in  which 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  their  whole  lives  were  so  nearly  concerned. 
The  melancholy  news  soon  spread  a  general  alarm ;  a  thousand  con- 
jectures were  formed;  and  the  ladies  being  resolved  to  give  their 
assistance  in  the  decision  of  this  weighty  point,  immediately  assembled ; 
and,  headed  by  young  Papyrus'  mother,  on  the  next  momiDg  proceeded 
to  the  senate-house.  Though  it  is  remarked  that  a  parliament  of 
women  are  seldom  governed  by  one  speaker,  yet  the  affair  being  so 
urgent,  the  haste  as  pertinent,  and  the  case  (on  their  behalf)  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  the  revealing  woman  must  speak  for  all  the  rest,  and 
infiost  on  the  necessity  of  the  concurrence  of  the  senators'  wives  to  the 
determination  of  a  law  in  which  they  were  so  particularly  interested* 
When  they  came  to  the  door  of  the  senate-house,  such  a  noise  was 
made  for  admission  to  sit  with  their  husbands  in  this  grand  consulta- 
tion, that  all  Rome  seemed  to  be  in  an  uproar.  Their  business  must  be 
known  before  they  have  audience;  which  being  complied  with,  and 
their  admission  granted,  such  an  elaborate  oration  was  made  by  the 
female  speaker  on  the  occasion,  in  behalf  of  her  sex,  as  astonished  the 
whole  senators.  .  She  requested  that  the  matter  might  be  seriously 
canvassed  according  to  justice  and  equity ;  and  expressed  the  deter- 
mined resolution  of  all  her  sisters  to  oppose  a  measure  so  unconstitu- 
tional as  that  of  permitting  one  husband  to  have  two  wives,  who  could 
scarcely  please  one ;  she  proposed,  as  the  most  effectual  way  of  peopling 
the  state,  that,  if  any  alteration  was  made  in  the  established  custom  of 
Rome,  women  might  be  permitted  to  have  two  husbands.  Upon  this 
riddle  being  solved,  the  ladies  were  greatly  confounded,  and  departed 
with  blushing  cheeks;  while  the  noble  youth,  who  had  thus  proved  him- 
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self  worthy  of  his  trost,  was  highly  commended  for  his  fidelity.  How- 
ever, in  order  to  avoid  k  like  tumult  in  future,  tiie  senate  resolved  that 
the  custom  of  introducing  their  sons  should  be  abolished ;  but  that 
young  Papyrus,  on  account  of  his  attachment  to  his  word,  and  his  dis- 
creet policy,  should  be  freely  admitted,  and  ever  afterwards  be  dignified 
and  rewarded. 

'*  The  virtue  and  fidelity  of  Papyrus  is  truly  worthy  of  imitation ; 
but  the  Masons  have  a  still  more  glorious  example  in  their  own  body, 
of  a  brother,  accomplished  in  every  art,  who,  rather  than  forfeit  his 
honor,  or  betray  his  trust,  fell  a  samfice  to  the  cruel  hand  of  a  bar- 
barous assassin." 


►-.♦♦-^ 


DEBTS    OF   LODGES. 


Nothing  is  more  embarrassing  to  a  Lodge  than  pecuniary  indebted- 
ness. New  subordinate  bodies  too  frequently  think  they  must  fit  up  a 
fine  room  and  purchase  high-priced  jewels  and  collars,  and  in  doing  so, 
incur  a  debt  which  is  a  stumbling  block  in  their  way  for  many  years. 
We  know  of  a  large  number  of  Lodges  (and  none  of  them  have  a 
large  membership,)  which  are  struggling  to  preserve  their  existence 
under  the  heavy  load  of  pecuniary  indebtedness. 

Every  Lodge  should  procure  a  suitable  room  and  furnish  it  appro- 
priately, but  it  should  never  indulge  in  extravagance.  The  evils  of 
indebtedness  are  apparent  The  members  are  thereby  induced  to  pro- 
sent  as  many  petitions  as  possible,  that  the  funds  of  the  treasury  may 
be  increased ;  and  there  is  a  temptation,  and  a  strong  one,  to  relax  the 
necessary  vigihince  respecting  the  admission  of  unworthy  men.  Meet- 
ings are  rendered  unpleasant  by  the  constant  introduction  of  measures 
pertaining  to  financial  matters,  and  members  are  harassed  and  disgusted 
by  constant  appeals  to  the  purse  to  remove  the  debt.  The  consequence 
of  this  must  be  lethargy  and  discontent.  When  the  seeds  of  discord 
are  thus  once  sown,  their  fruits  are  indeed  bitter,  for  the  usefulness  of 
the  Lodge  is  greatly  lessened,  and  the  interest  in  it  crushed.  Such  is 
the  result  of  our  observation. 
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MASONIC     JURISPRUDENCE  — QUBRIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


INSTALLATION  OV  A  BBOTHER  AS   MASTER  WHO  HAS  NOT  BEEN   S.  W. 

Bro.  Weston :  A  member  who  has  never  been  Senior  Warden  is 
elected  Master.     Can  he  be  installed  ? 

Ans.     Not  without  a  special  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master. 

COBBECTION   OF   THE  BALLOT. 

Ed.  Ashlar — Dear  Bro, :  A  ballot  was  passed  for  a  candidate  and 
declared  clear,  when  a  Brother  arose  and  asked  leave  to  correct  his 
ballot,  saying,  he  had  made  a  mistake  and  cast  a  white  ball  when  he 
intended  to  cast  a  black  one.  Conld  he  then  put  in  a  black  ball  and 
the  candidate  be  declared  rejected  ? 

Ans.  If  the  Brother  made  his  reqnest  immediately  after  the  ballot 
was  declared,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Master  to  permit  him  to  correct 
his  mistake,  and  then  to  declare  the  candidate  rejected. 

WILL  THE   TEST   OATH  ADMIT  A   BROTHER? 

My  Dear  Bro,  Weston :  An  old  and  worthy  citizen  of  our  place, 
who  has  not  visited  a  Lodge  for  many  years,  wished  to  sit  in  our  Lodge. 
He  took  the  test  oath,  but  could  not  give  evidence  of  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  ritual.    Can  he  be  admitted  ? 

Ans.    Most  certainly  not. 

W.   H.   CLOSING   HIS   LODGE. 

Bro,  Weston:  Pending  a  debate  on  an  important  question,  the 
Master  of  our  Lodge  closed  it,  against  the  wishes  of  a  large  majority 
of  the  members  present.  Was  this  nght?  Please  answer  in  The 
Ashlar. 

Ans.    The  Master  has  the  power  to  dose  his  Lodge  at  any  time, 

and  should  exercise  that  power  whenever  his  judgment  directe  him  to 

do  so,  notwithstanding  a  majority  of  the  members  may  not  wish  it. 

RESTORATION   Of  AN  EXPELLED  MEMBER. 

My  Dear  Bro,  Weston :  A  member  is  expelled  from  all  the  rights 
and  benefits  of  Masonry.  Can  he  be  restored  without  petitioning  to 
the  Lodge  in  writing  ?  And  must  not  his  petition  be  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  lie  over  a  month  ? 

Ans.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  request  for  restoration  should  be 
in  writing,  although  it  is  well  for  it  to  be.  It  need  not  be  referred  to 
a  committee. 
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P&OCSBSION  AT  If  ASONIC  BURUL. 

EdiUyr  of  The  Ashlar:    Can  an  E.  A.  or  a  F.  0.  join  in  the  proces- 
sion at  a  Maaonio  burial  ? 

Ams.    No. 


BROTHEB  ADMITTSD   BT  AYOUCHMENT. 

A  Brother  comes  to  the  Lodge  and  Touches  for  another  Brother, 
about  whose  identity  there  is  no  doubt.  The  Brother  vouched  for  does 
not  appear  till  a  subsequent  evening.  Can  he  then  be  admitted  on 
the  vouching  aforesaid,  or  must  he  be  examined  ? 

Ans.     He  can  be  admitted  without  examination. 


APPEAL  PBOM  THE  MA8TBB. 

Bro,  Weston :  The  Master  of  our  Lodge  made  a  dedsion  on  a  ques^ 
tion  of  order  pertaining  to  business  and  not  to  the  work,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  opinion  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Lodge.  Have  we  no 
immediate  remedy  ? 

Ans.    You  can  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Ghrand  Master. 


ADMITTING  VISITOBS. 

Editor  Ashlar — Dear  Bro, :  Suppose  a  Master  refuses  to  admit  a 
visitor  contraiy  to  the  wishes  of  some  of  the  Brethren,  can  the  matter 
of  admission  be  put  to  a  vote  in  the  Lodge»  and  is  the  Master  bound 
by  the  vote  ? 

Ans.  The  decision  of  the  Master  cannot  be  appealed  from,  conse- 
quently a  vote  cannot  be  taken. 


EVIDENCE  ON  APPEALS. 

Editor  Ashlar:  A  Brother  is  convicted  in  a  Lodge,  and  takes  an 
appeal  to  a  Grand  Lodge.  Can  any  evidence  not  given  in  the  subor- 
dmate  body,  be  introduced  in  the  trial  before  the  superior  body  V  Please 
answer  in  The  Ashlar. 

Ans.  We  regard  the  case  opened  anew  when  it  is  appealed,  and 
any  evidence  may  be  produced  which  will  further  the  ends  of  justice. 


MASONS  MADE  IN  LODGES  U.  D. 

My  Dear  Brother  Weston:  In  a  Lodge  under  dispensation,  are 
those  who  are  Master  Masons,  members  of  the  Lodge  t 

Ans.    They  are  not 
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For  Tai  Abblae. 
THE    OGIBWA   MAIDEN'S    SONG   TO   HEE   CHIEFTAIN. 


VO  Ailit^ffl  C  Cdfr<n(iira. 


O,  come  to  the  grore,  where  the  song  of  the  foantain, 

In  late-tones  of  lore,  softly  swells  on  the  air, 
Where  the  eagle's  wild  scream  on  the  peak  of  the  mountain 

Is  blent  with  the  echos  that  answer  it  there ; 
Or  come  where  the  rill  in  a  cascade  is  flashing, 

And  we  '11  gather  bright  pebbles  on  its  silvexy  shore ; 
There  we  'U  mingle  onr  song  with  the  cataract  dashing. 

Or  we'll  mock  the  wild  birds  till  they  answer  no  more. 

O  come  where  the  streamlet  so  softly  is  singing 

Its  day  song  of  joy  'neath  the  emerald  screen 
Of  dew-sparkling  branches,  that  oyer  it  swinj^ng, 

Reflect  in  its  waters  the  purest  of  green ; 
Where  the  honey  bee  hums  'round  the  bells  of  the  flowers, 

That  open  their  petals  and  woo  for  a  kiss 
Of  the  loTe  breathing  zephyrs,  all  moist  with  spring  showers 

Of  pure  crystal  rain  drops ;  come  join  me  in  this. 

O  come  where  the  soft  yelvet  moss  is  inriting, 

'Neath  the  shadowy  foliage  of  many  a  tree; 
Where  vines  intertwining,  like  fond  hearts  uniting, 

We  '11  sing  our  glad  song ;  there  our  bower  shall  be ; 
And  o'er  the  green  carpet  we  '11  watch  the  bright  dancing 

Of  the  checkered  sunlight  through  the  boughs  of  the  trees. 
Now  quiy'ring  and  flitting,  now  flashing  and  glancing, 

As  the  branches  are  waved  in  the  whispering  breeze ; 

And  there,  where  the  waves  turn  their  bright  silv'iy  edges 

AH  gently  aside,  to  let  in  the  pure  light 
O'er  the  beautiful  flowers,  we  '11  renew  our  love  pledges ; 

Fair  wood  nymphs  will  gather  in  vestments  of  white. 
Then  come  when  the  dew-drops  bespangle  the  bowers. 

Or  when  the  soft  sunlight  fades  dim  on  the  day, 
And  there  let  us  linger  and  gather  sweet  flowers 

Till  the  pale  silver  moonbeams  shall  steal  o'er  our  way. 

THK    AK8WES. 

I  come,  my  love,  in  my  light  canoe. 
The  bree2se  is  ftesh,  the  skies  are  blue ; 
I'll  dance  with  thee  by  the  sparkling  rill. 
In  the  shadow  of  the  cragged  hill. 

I  left  the  path  of  the  buffalo. 

And  ceased  to  chase  the  bounding  doe ; 
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At  the  hnngry  wolf  on  the  desert  plain 
I  shot  mj  feather'd  darts  in  yain, 
Mine  eye  was  dim,  and  dall  mj  spear, 
For  the  song  of  love  was  in  mine  ear. 
I  come,  my  love,  &c. 

I'll  scale  the  dizzy  mountain  peak — 
The  eagle's  feathers  there  I  '11  seek, 
And,  with  spring  flowrets  fresh  and  rare 
I  '11  twine  them  in  thy  raven  hair : 
The  eagle,  chiding,  shall  look  down 
With  envy  on  thy  bridal  crown. 

I  come,  ifiy  love,  &c. 

The  panther's  skin  thy  conch  shall  be ; 
The  silver  fox  I  '11  chase  for  thee ; 
The  beaver  and  the  otter  fine, 
Their  fors  shall  spread  that  conch  of  thine ; 
The  swan  shall  yield  her  snowy  breast 
A  pillow  where  thy  head  may  rest. 
I  come,  my  love,  &c. 

The  Huron's  scalp  thy  feet  shall  grace, 
His  richest  paints  thy  cheeks  shall  trace ; 
His  beads  shall  dangle  from  thine  ears, 
Like  sparkling  chains  of  frozen  tears. 
The  bounding  elk  and  dappled  fawn 
Shall  sport  around  thee  o'er  the  lawn. 
I  come,  my  love,  &c. 

The  Osage  and  the  Pawnee  braves 
Upon  their  nations'  wildwood  graves 
In  agony  shall  shriek  again ; 
I  '11  twist  their  war  tufts  in  a  chain. 
With  shells  and  wampum  rich  and  rare, 
And  braid  it  with  thy  glossy  hair. 
I  come,  my  Jove,  &c. 


Acknowledged  caodidates,  who  are  invested  with  the  Most  Excel- 
lent Master's  Degree,  are  said  to  be  '*  received  and  acknowledged  ''  as 
such,  because  as  the  possession  of  that  Degree  supposes  a  more  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  science  of  Masonry,  the  word  acknowledged  is 
used  to  intimate  that  such  a  character  is  conceded  to  its  possessors. 
The  word  received  conveys  an  allusion  to  the  original  reception  of  the 
first  M.  R  Masters  by  King  Solomon. 
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For  Thi  Asblul. 


FIFTY    DEGREES. 


Ainr  AbboA,  Sbpt.  8,  1859. 
Ed,  AMar — Esteemed  Brother:  Not  being  well  at  this  time,  and 
not  in  condition  of  mind  to  compose  a  letter  suitable  to  the  subject,  I 
leave  all  to  yon  to  make  such  remarks  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may 
require,  (should  you  deem  it  proper  to  publish  anything  of  the  kind,) 
only  stating  that  some  of  our  Brethren  think  that  no  such  number  of 
degrees  as  mentioned  in  No.  1  of  Yol.  5,  was  ever  conferred  in  Amer- 
ipa.  I  will  therefore  write  them  down  by  their  titles,  as  I  received 
them,  but  cannot  say  they  are  in  the  order  in  which  they  should  stand ; 
many  of  them  are  ineffable  and  honorary,  and  were  received  as  opportu- 
nity offered,  and  several  of  them  were  some  forty  years  ago  conferred  in 
Ladies'  Lodges,  composed  of  Royal  Arch  Masons'  wives.  Those  who 
suppose  that  ladies  cannot  keep  a  secret,  are  at  least  forty  years  behind 
the  times.  Their  Lodges  were  conducted  with  the  greatest  decorum, 
and  the  most  strict  scrutiny  was  exercised  in  the  admission  of  candi- 
dates.    The  following  are  the  titles  of  the  Degrees  as  I  have  them : 

Grand  Elect,  Perfect  and  Sablime  Ma- 
son. ^ 


Entered  Apprentice. 

Fellow  Craft. 

Master  Mason.. 

Mark  Master. 

Past  Master. 

Most  Excellent  Master. 

Boyal  Arch. 

High  Priesthood. 

Emght  of  Red  Cross. 

Ejiight  Templar. 

Knight  Malta. 

Ark  and  Dove. 

Knight  Christian  Mark. 

Knight  of  Sepnlchre  or  Cross. 

Knight  of  St.  Helena. 

Heroine  of  Jericho. 

Holy  or  Illastrions  Order  of  the 

Cross  or  Council. 
Secret  Master.  *  *^ 

Perfect  Master.  * 
Intimate  Secretary .- 
Provost  and  Judge.  '" 
Intendant  of  the  Building,  or  Master 

in  Israel. 
Elected  Knight  of  9.' 
Elected  G.  Master  or  Knight  of  T5. 
Snblime  Knight  Elected.  *: 
Grand  Master  Architect. 
Knight  of  Ninth  Arch.  •-> 


QD 

H 

o 
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Knight  of  the  East  and  West.  - 

Knight  of  the  Eagle,  and  SoTereign '' 
Prince  of  the  Bose  Croix. 

Grand  Pontiff.  ^ 
^Knight  of  the  Royal  Axe. 

Knight  Chief  of  the  Tabemade.  - 

Prince  of  the  Tabernacle. 

Grand  Master  of  all  Sublime  and  Sym- 
bolic Lodges.     - 

Knight  of  the  Brazen  Serpent  - 

Prince  of  Mercy,  or  Trinitarian.- 

Sovereign  Commander  of  the  Templer 

Knight  Adept  of  the  Eagle  and  San.-- 

Knight  of  Kadosh,  or  White  and  Black  ^ 
Eagle. 

Prince  of  Jemsalem.  - 

Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret-^ 

Knight    Sovereign    Grand    Inspector 
General.  -« 

Mediterranean  Pass.  ^ 

Elect  of  Perignan.^ 

Minor  Architect^ 

Scotch  Master.^ 

Knight  of  the  East.^ 

Kni^t  of  Rose  Croix;^ 

Persian  Knight.  >^ 


Do  with  the  above  as  you  think  best. 
Fratemallj,  Yours,  &c. 

5 — VOL.  V.    NO.  n. 


Gilbert  C.  Bbdbll. 
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THOMAS     SMITH    WEBB. 


Anythino  periainiog  to  Bro.  Thomas  Smith  Webb  cannot  &il  to  in- 
terest the  Craft.  We  find  in  the  last  Voice  of  Masonry,  the  follow- 
ing account  given  by  Bro.  Jas.  Collins : 

My  recollections  with  regard  to  Bro.  Webb,  are  in  most  particalars 
so  vague  and  indefinite  as  not  to  afford  many  very  reliable  statistics.  I 
knew  him  by  si^ht,  as  he  was  familiarly  called  Tom  Webb,  as  early  as 
1813,  '14  and  15,  but  my  intimate  acquaintance  did  not  commence 
until  the  16th  of  August,  1818,  the  evening  on  which  I  received  the 
degree  of  E.  A.,  and  from  that  time  until  early  in  the  Winter  of  1819, 
I  was  with  him  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time. 

I  think,  from  what  I  can  now  recollect  of  his  account  of  himself, 
that  he  must  have  been  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but  may  have  been  a 
Scotchman ;  at  any  rate  his  connections  must  have  been  on  the  old 
continent,  as  I  have  oRen  heard  him  speak  of  writing  them  there.  I 
have  often  heard  him  speak  of  his  father,  Joseph  Webb,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  who  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  a  Grand 
Lodge  at  Boston,  and  all  parts  within  the  distance  of  one  hundred 
miles,  in  1771,  which  appointment  he  held  until  1777 ;  when,  after 
the  revolutionary  troubles  were  at  an  end,  it  was  thought  best  to  estab- 
lish an  independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  of  which  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master,  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  1782. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  small  in  stature,  dark  complezioned,  and 
anything  but  prepossessing  in  his  appearance.  His  father  had  in- 
tended him  for  the  law.  He  graduated  in  the  classical  department 
with  the  highest  honors,  and  had  nearly  finished  the  study  of  his  pro- 
fession when  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  from  that  time  aban- 
doned the  idea  of  the  law,  and  paid  his  whole  attention  to  the  institu- 
tion, and  made  frequent  visits  to  his  friends  in  the  old  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  perfecting  himself. 

His  manner  of  teaching  was  very  familiar,  easy  and  communicative ; 
a  stickler  as  to  words  or  letters,  but  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
patience,  accompanied  with  explanations,  illustrations  and  all  manner 
of  anecdotes  calculated  to  make  such  impressions  upon  the  memdry 
as  to  rivet  his  particular  phraseology  in  such  a  manner  as  not  easily  to 
be  forgotten. 


tm  .»• 


[TF*  Nor  must  they  suffer  any  to  spread  unjust  reproaches  or  calum- 
nies against  a  Brother  behind  his  back,  nor  to  injure  him  in  his  fortune, 
occupation  or  character ;  but  they  shall  defend  such  a  Brother,  and 
give  him  notice  of  any  danger  or  injury  wherewith  he  may  be  threat- 
ened, to  enable  him  to  escape  the  same,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
honor,  prudence,  and  the  sdety  of  religion,  morality,  and  the  State, 
but  no  farther. — Ancient  Constitutions, 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE   G.    G.    CHAPTER   OF   THE 

UNITED    STATES. 


Thk  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States  commenced  its 
Seventeenth  Triennial  Convocation  at  Chicago  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September  last,  and  closed  its  labors  on  the  nineteenth.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  members  present : 

Charles  Giluan,  Gen,  G,  H.  Priest ;  P.  C.  Tuckxb,  Dep.  Gen. 
G.  H,  Priest ;  John  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  Gen.  G.  Scribe ;  B.  B.  French, 
Gen,  G,  Secretary;  Jas.  R.  Hartsook,  Gen,  G,  G.ofHoH;  Dayid 
Glare,  Gen.  G.  R.  A,  G. 

J/a5ama.— E.  M.  Hastings,  &  A.  M.  Wood,  H.  P.  Watson,  Daniel 
Sajer.  Arkansas. — ^E.  H.  English,  Albert  Pike,  L.  E.  Barber,  G. 
McCowan.  CaUfomia, — Charles  Marsh.  Oonnectictii. — ^H.  C.  Do- 
ming, Asa  Smith.  Georgia. — ^P.  T.  Schley.  Illinois, — W.  B.  El- 
wood,  W. W.  Mitchell,  A.  M.  Blakesley,  I.  A.W.  Buck.  Indiana,— H. 
C.  Lawrence,  Geo*  W.  Porter,  Chancey  Carter.  Iowa. — ^T.  J.  Parvin, 
Kimball  Porter,  C.  S.  Ells.  Louisiana. — J.  Q.  A.  Fellows,  S.  G. 
Bisk,  H.  B.  Swasey.  Maine. — ^Moses  Dodge,  E.  P.  Bumham,  John 
J.  Bell,  Robert  P.  Danlap.  Maryland  and  District  of  Cclumhia, — 
James  Goszler,  John  L.  Gates,  James  Stinal.  Massachusetts. — John 
M.  McClelland.  Michigan, — S.  C.  Coffinberry,  Frederick  HaU,  A. 
B.  Cudworth,  C.  H.  WiUiams.  Missouri. — A.  O'SuUivan,  Joseph 
Foster,  WTB.  Penick.  "^Mississippi, — M.  S.  Ward,  G.  M.  Hillyer, 
James  Penn.  27ew  Jersey. — ^Horace  Chase,  Moses  Paul.  New 
Hampshire, — W.  W.  Goodwin.  JVw  Torls. — Jas-  M.  Austin,  S. 
Gilbert,  Qeo,  N.  Williams.  Ohio, — Geo.  Rex,  H.  M.  Stokes,  Peter 
Thatcher,  Jr.,  J.  A.  Riddle.  Rhode  Island. — ^W.  C.  Barker.  South 
Oarolina,''^^A.  G.  Mackey,  H.  Buist,  W.  D.  Haley,  D.  Ramsey. 
Tennessee, — John  Frizzell,  R.  S.  Northcott,  W.  H.  Wheaton.  Texas, 
— Andrew  Neill,  James  Soreley.  Vermont, — ^Thos.  H.  Campbell, 
G.  Washburn,  S.  Wilson.  Wisconsin, — ^H.  L.  Palmer,  H.  M.  Bil- 
lings, A.  J.  Redbum.    Minnesota. — A.  T.  C.  Pierson. 

The  following  Standmg  Committees  were  appointed : 

On  Finance, — H  C.  Deming,  P.  T.  Schley,  Moses  Dodge,  Horace 
Chase,  H.  L.  Palmer.  On  Foreign  Correspondence, — Albert  Pike, 
A.  O'Sullivan,  W.  C  Barker,  J.  M.  Austin,  Charles  Marsh.  On 
Jurisprudence, — P.  C.  Tucker,  J.  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  R.  Hartsock,  A. 
T.  C.  Pierson,  H.  P.  Watson.  On  Grievances. — Andrew  Neill,  Geo. 
Bex,  W.  W.  Goodwin,  A.  B.  Cudworth,  H.  C.  Lawrence.     On  Do- 
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ings  of  Grand  Officers. — A.  G.  Mackey,  I.  A.  W.  Buck,  J.  Q.  A. 
Fellows,  Matthew  S.  Ward,  T.  S.  Parvin.  On  Charters  and  Dis- 
pensations,— ^R.  P.  Dunlap,  John  L.  Gates,  James  Gossler,  John 
Frizzell,  Moses  Paul. 

Charters  were  granted  for  new  Chapters  as  follows : 

Honolulu  Chapter Sandwich  IsUnds. 

Washington    "     Atchison,  K.  T. 

Portland        "     Portland,  Oregon. 

Clackamas     " Oregon  City. 

St.  Anthony  Falls  Chapter St.  Anthony,  Minnesota. 

Vermillion  ''      Hastings,  '* 

A  charter  was  also  granted  for  a  Chapter  at  Jacksonville,  Oregon. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  topics  of  discussion  was  the  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  were  proposed  three  years  ago  by 
Companion  Albert  Pike.  The  first  one,  which  we  publish  below,  was 
the  most  important,  and  was  made  the  special  order  for  a  certain  hour 
on  Wednesday.  Companion  Pike  made  an  elaborate  and  profound 
speech  in  support  of  the  amendment.  He  held  the  undivided  attention 
of  the  body  from  the  beginning  to  the  close  of  his  remarks.  He  was 
followed  by  Comp.  John  L.  Lewis,  in  opposition,  a  Mason  who  has 
won  a  high  reputation  for  legal  acumen  and  sound  judgment.  He 
spoke  with  much  power  and  eloquence.  Comp.  Albert  G.  Mackey 
next  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke  with  power  and  fluency.  He  con- 
fined his  remarks  almost  entirely  to  refuting  the  positions  advanced  by 
Comp.  Lewis,  and  ably  did  he  perform  the  work.  After  the  proposed 
amendment  had  been  thoroughly  discussed,  a  vote  was  taken  by  a  call 
of  the  States,  and  resulted  in  sixty-three  yeas  and  thirty-four  nays.  It 
requiring  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members,  the  amendment  needed 
two  more  votes  to  be  carried.  It  was  defeated  by  the  votes  of  the 
Grand  Council,  who  held  seats  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  and  who  did 
not  represent  Grand  Chapters.  Comp.  Austin,  of  New  York,  who 
had  voted  in  the  negative,  moved  a  reconsideration.  This  motion  was 
carried  on  Thursday  morning,  when  a  vote  on  the  amendment  was 
taken,  and  it  was  adopted  by  seventy-seven  yeas  to  twenty-three  nays; 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  other  States  changing  their  votes 
to  the  affirmative.  The  following  are  a  list  of  the  amendments  adopted, 
including  the  one  to  which  we  have  referred : 

No.  1.  Strike  out  Section  2  of  Article  1,  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, and  insert  the  following  in  lieu  thereof : 

*'  The  General  Grand  Chapter  receives  all  its  powers,  faculties  and 
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prerogatiyes  by  gnmt  and  delegation  from  the  aeYeral  State  Grand 
Chapters ;  and  it  can  have  and  possess  no  other  powers  than  such  as 
are  expressly  granted  and  delegated  to  it  by  them,  or  as  are  indispen- 
sably necessary  to  the  exercise  of  its  general  powers,  and  consistent 
with  the  nature  of  the  confederation  ^tween  tne  State  Grand  Chap- 
ters. It  can  exercise  no  doubtful  powers,  nor  any  powers  by  implica- 
tion merely ;  and  all  Masonic  powers  not  hereby  granted  to  it,  are 
reserved  to  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Chapters  of  the  several  States. 

*'  It  shall  have  and  maintain  jurisdiction  over  all  Chjipters  estab- 
Ibhed  by  itself  in  those  States,  Districts,  Bepublics  and  Territories 
which  recognize  thb  jurisdiction,  and  where  there  is  no  Grand  Chapter 
established. 

"  It  shall  have  power  to  decide  all  questions  of  Masonic  law,  usage 
and  custom  which  may  arise  between  any  two  or  more  Grand  Chapters, 
or  in  any  of  the  Subordinate  Chapters  under  its  own  immediate  juris- 
diction, and  all  that  may  be  referred  to  it  for  its  decision  by  any  Grand 
Chapter,  by  formal  vote ;  and  its  decisions  so  made,  shall  be  deemed 
and  regarded  as  those  of  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal  of  Boyal  Aroh 
Masonry  in  the  last  resort. 

*'  It  shall  have  no  power  of  discipline,  admonition,  censure  or  in- 
struction over  the  Grand  Chapters,  nor  any  legislative  powers  whatever 
not  hereby  specially  granted,  nor  any  authority  to  suspend  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  State  Grand  Chapters,  nor  shall  entertain  any  complaint 
against  a  Grand  Chapter,  preferred  by  any  Subordinate  Chapter,  or 
individual  Mason  in  that  jurisdiction  or  elsewhere ;  but .  it  may, 
upon  proper  reference  to  it  of  any  matter  of  controversy  between  any 
two  or  more  Grand  Chapters,  and  even  where  the  question  is  not  one 
of  Masonic  law,  custom  or  usage,  (both  or  all  such  Grand  Chapters 
consenting  to  such  reference,)  act  as  final  arbiter  between  them,  and 
settle  such  controversy. 

"  It  shall  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  members.  It  shall 
see  that  the  ancient  work  of  'the  Order  is  preserved  in  the  several  De- 
grees, and  establish  uniibrm  formulas  for  installation  of  its  own  officers 
and  those  of  Ghrand  and  Subordinate  Chapters,  for  the  consecration  and 
constitution  of  Chapters,  and  the  opening  of  Grand  Chapters ;  and  it 
may  suspend  the  proceedings  of  any  Chapter  under  its  own  immediate 
jurisdiction,  in  any  State,  District  or  Territory  where  there  is  no  Grand 
Chapter,  for  any  willful  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution, or  for  gross  unmasonic  proceedings  or  conduct." 

No.  3.  Add,  at  the  end  of  the  first  paragraph  of  Section  4,  Arti- 
cle 1,  the  following : 

"  If  there  be  but  two  representatives,  the  mferior  officer  or  his  proxy 
shall  give  but  his  own  single  vote,  and  the  higher  or  his  proxy  shall 
give  the  other  three.  If  there  be  three  representatives,  the  highest 
officer  or  his  proxy  shall  give  two  votes,  and  the  others  or  their  proxies, 
one  each." 

*  Nos.  4  and  5.     In  Section  6,  Article  1,  in  the  9th  line  from  the 

*  Thli  refen  to  the  ttine  fbr  which  Diapeimtloiui  may  be  granted.    They  eaanot  be  gfanted 
to  extend  "  beyond  the  eloee  of  "  the  next  triennial  seaaion  after  thiir  date. 

\ 
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beginning,  instead  of  the  words  "  beyond  the  time/'  insert  the  words 
**  beyond  the  close." 

*  No.  7.  In  Section  11,  of  Article  1,  in  the  first  line,  strike  out 
the  words  '*  this  jurisdiction/'  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words 
''  the  immediate  jurisdiction  of  this  General  Grand  Chapter." 

No.  8.  Add  to  Article  1  the  following  Section — 
*'  Sec  14.  An  appeal  shall,  in  all  cases,  lie  to  the  General  Grand 
Chapter,  from  the  decision  of  the  M.  E.  General  Grand  High  Priest, 
but  his  opinion  and  decisions  shall  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grand  Chapter,  unless  it  is  otherwise  determined  by  the  ooncurrent 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  present." 

t  No.  10.  In  Section '1  of  Article  '*  Miscellaneous,'*  afber  the 
word  '*  Priest,"  in  the  sixth  line,  insert  the  following — ''  or  the  High 
Priest  of  the  same  Chapter  while  it  was  under  dispensation,  when  he 
himself  shall  have  been  installed." 

No.  11.  In  Section  2  of  the  same  Article,  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
first  line  the  following — '*  whether  chartered  or  under  dispensation." 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  three  years : 

Albert  G.  Macksy of  South  Carolina. . . .  Cr.  G,  H,  P, 

John  L.  Lewis,  Je of  New  York D.  G.  G.  H,  P, 

Ira  a.  W.  Buck  .... of  Illinois G.  G.  K. 

G.  M.  Hillyer of  Mississippi G.  G,  S. 

Jaaies  Penn of  Tennessee G,  G,  Treas, 

Samuel  G.  Bisk of  Louisiana G.  G.  Recorder, 

John  McClelland of  Massachusetts G.  G,  0,  of  the  E. 

William  Hacker of  Indiana G.  G.  R.  A.  G 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  M.  K  Charles  Gilman  for  his  fiiithful 
services.  Appropriate  resolutions  on  the  deaths  of  Comps.  Willis 
Stewart  and  Amos  Adams  were  adopted. 

It  was  decided,  by  resolution,  that  a  State  Chapter  cannot  withdraw 
firom  the  G.  G.  Chapter  by  her  own  act.  The  separation  must  be  by 
mutual  consent 

The  G.  G.  H.  Priest  referred  in  his  address  to  the  difficulties  in 
Michigan  respecting  Peninsular  Chapter.  Thb  part  of  his  address 
was  referred  to  the  committee,  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  who  made  a 
report,  stating  that  the  G.  G.  H.  P.  had  merely  expressed  an  official 
opinion  respecting  the  same ;  that  his  views  were  correct,  and  that  he 
had  acted  rightly.     The  report  was  re-committed  to  the  committee,  with 

*  ThU  refers  to  the  imy  and  manner  of  determining  qoeaUons  in  Chapten  and  Lodges 
under  *'  the  Immediate  Jarisdictlon  of  this  O.  0.  0." 

t  This  reftrs  to  the  oonstltating  of  new  Chapters,  and  allows  authority  to  the  G.  G.  oflleerB 
sereraUy  to  appoint  some  worthy  H.  P.  or  Past  H.  P.,  ^'  or  the  High  Priest  of  the  same  Chap- 
ter," &o.,  to  perform  the  neoeesaxy  oeremonies. 


THE   ASHLAB.  77 

instnictions  to  report  ''whether  the  creation  of  Peninsular  Chapter  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  was,  or  was  not,  null  and  void,  in 
oonsequence  of  the  non-observance,  by  that  Grand  Chapter,  of  the 
proviffion  of  the  G.  G.  Constitution,  requiring  the  voucher  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chapter  nearest  the  place  where  Peninsular  Chapter 
was  proposed  to  be  opened,  and  whether  Peninsular  Chapter  was,  or 
was  not,  a  regular  Chapter  of  E.  A.  Masons." 

The  committee  reported  that  Peninsular  Chapter  was  not  a  regular 
body.    The  first  part  of  the  report  was  adopted. 

Comp.  Pike  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
declaring  that  Peninsular  Chapter  was  not  a  regular  Chapter : 

Resolved^  That  although  the  disregard  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Michigan  of  the  provision  of  the  G.  G.  Constitution,  requiring  the 
voucher  and  recommendation  of  the  Chapter  nearest  the  place  where 
Peninsular  Chapter  was  proposed  to  be  opened,  was  unwarranted,  and 
so  ought  not  to  be  made  a  precedent  for  the  future,  still  such  non-ob- 
servance did  not  a£^t  the  validity  of  the  act  done,  but  for  the  protec- 
tion of  innocent  parties,  such  Chapter  cannot  be  held  to  be  irregular, 
or  the  action  of  the  Grand  Chapter  in  creating  it,  to  be  null  and  void, 
but  it  must  be  held  to  be  a  regular  Chapter. 

This  was  adopted  on  ft  call  of  States,  by  a  vote  oi  forty  to  ieventeen. 
Thus,  Peninsular  Chapter  No.  16,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  is  declared 
by  the  G.  G.  Chapter  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  regular  Chapter. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  that  Virginia,  Florida  and  Pennsylvania 
be  invited  to  unite  with  their  peers  in  G.  G.  Chapter,  and  Kentucky 
and  North  Carolina  invited  to  rescind  their  action  by  which  they  have 
endeavored  to  withdraw. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 


•-•♦♦-^ 


[I!!F* But  where  references  are  either  impracticable  or  unsuccessful, 
and  courts  of  law  or  equity  must  at  last  decide,  you  must  still  follow 
the  general  rules  of  Masonry,  avoiding  all  Tfrath,  malice,  rancor,  and 
personal  ill  will,  in  carrying  on  the  suit  with  a  Brother ;  neither  saying 
or  doing  anything  to  prevent  the  continuance  or  renewal  of  that  broth- 
erly love  and  friendship  which  are  the  glory  and  cement  of  this  ancient 
Fraternity.  Thus  shall  we  show  to  all  the  world  the  benign  influence 
of  Masonry,  as  wise,  true  and  faithful  Brethren  have  done  from  the 
beginning  of  time ;  and  as  all  who  shall  follow  us,  and  would  be 
thought  worthy  of  that  name,  will  continue  to  do. — Ancient  Const, 
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GRAND  ENCAMPMENT   OF  THE  UNITED   STATES 


Thb  G.  EncampmeDt  of  the  United  States,  opened  its  triennial  ses* 
sion  at  Chicago,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Septemher  last,  and  doeed 
on  the  nineteeth.     Sir  Kt.  Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  Grand  Master,  presided. 

It  was  ordered  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  up  to  this  tinie,  be  printed. 

Sir  Kt.  Henry  C.  Doming  presented  a  cross  which  he  had  had 
made  of  the  "  Charter  Oak ''  at  Hartford. 

The  following  officers  were  elected : 

B.  B.  French,  of  District  of  Columbia,  G,  M, 

D.  S.  GooDLOE,         **  Kentucky,  D.  G.  M. 
WiNSLOW  Lbwis,       "  Massachusetts,  G,  G. 

J.  V.  Z.  Blanet,      "  Illinois,  G,  0.  G, 

Charles  Marsh,        **  California,  G,  S.  TT. 

A.  T.  C.  Aerson,     "  Minnesota,  G.  J,  W, 

E.  A.  Bayhoni),         "  Massachusetts,  G.  Treas. 
Samuel  G.  Bisk,        "  Louisiana,  G,  Recorder. 
A.  B.  Thompson,       **  Maine,  G,  S,  B, 
Bobert  Henderson,  **  Missouri,                     G,  Sword  B. 
N.  P.  JA90BS,            **  Michigan,                    G.  W. 
Charters  were  granted  for  new  Commanderies,  as  follows : 

Bobert  Macoy  Commandery,  Madison,  Wis. 

St.  Paul's  Commandery,  Dover,  N.  H. 

Selma  Commandery,  Selma,  Ala. 

DeMolay  Commandery,  Columbia,  Tenn. 

Cyrene  Commandery,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Baltimore  Commandery,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Freeport  Commandery,  Freeport,  111. 

Hugh  DePayer's  Commandery,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Siloam  Commandery,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

St  Bernard  Commandery,  Hightstown,  N.  J. 

North  Star  Commandery,  Lancaster,  N.  H. 

Yorkville  Commandery,  YorkviUe,  Tenn. 

Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery,  Atkinta,  Ga. 
A  charter  was  also  issued  for  a  Commandery  at  Burlington,  N.  J. 
The  old  charter  of  Mount  Horeb  Commandery,  received  in  1826,  was 
restored, — ^the  Commandery  to  be  located  at  Concord,  N.  H.  It  was 
resolved  that  a  charter  be  granted  to  St.  Aldemar  Commandeiy, 
Columbus,  Ga.,  as  soon  as  it  furnishes  the  G.  M.  with  a  copy  of  its 
proceedings. 
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The  time  of  meeting  was  cbanged  to  the  prti  Tuesday  in  September. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Peninsular  Commandery,  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  has  not  ^ven  its 
allegiance  to  the  Grand  Gommandeiy  of  that  State,  bnt  has  acted  under 
a  charter  received  firom  the  Orand  Encampment  of  the  U.  S.  The 
Grand  Oommandeiy  of  Michigan,  at  its  last  meeting,  demanded  the 
charter  of  Peninsular  Commandery.  The  latter  body  refused  to  give 
it  up.  This  brought  a  vexed  question  before  the  Grand  Encampment 
The  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred,  reported  adversely  to  the  claims 
of  the  subordinate  body.  Sir  Kt  J.  Adams  Allen,  Commander  of 
Peninsular  Oommandery,  made  a  very  able  and  powerful  speech  in 
opposition  to  the  report,  but  it  was  adopted.  It  was  resolved  that  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  firom  its  organization,  has  of  right 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  all  subordinates  in  that  State ;  and  that  the 
dues  of  Peninsular  Commandery  at  Kalamazoo,  paid  to  the  G.  Becorder 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  since  such  organization,  be  paid  to  the 
G.  Becorder  of  Michigan. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  costume  dedded  upon  by  the 
Grand  Encampment : 

Teuplab's  Uniform. — A  white  surcoat  or  tunic,  made  without 
sleeves,  worn  over  a  black  coat  and  reaching  down  to  the  knees ;  made 
full  and  fitstened  around  the  waist  with  a  red  leather  belt,  two  inches 
wide,  buckeled  at  the  right  side.  The  red  passion  cross  four  inches 
high  on  the  left  breast 

ScABV. — ^Five  inches  wide  in  the  whole,  of  white,  bordered  with 
black  one  inch  on  either  side,  a  strip  of  navy  lace  one-fourth  of  an 
inch  wide  at  the  inner  edge  of  the  black.  On  the  firont  centre  of  the 
scarf,  a  metal  star  of  nine  points,  in  allusion  to  the  nine  founders  of 
the  Temple  Order,  enclosing  the  pasanon  cross  surrounded  by  the  Latin 
motto,  "  In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces  ;"  the  star  to  be  3}  inches  in  diameter. 
The  scarf  to  be  worn  from  the  right  shoulder  to  the  left  hip,  with  the 
ends  extending  six  inches  below  the  point  of  intersection. 

Cloak. — Of  white  merino,  worn  on  the  left  shoulder,  so  as  to  leave 
the  sword  arm  free,  and  reaching  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the  tunic 
behind ;  bordered  with  black  velvet  one  inch  in  width,  and  having  on 
the  left  breast  a  templar  cross  of  scarlet  velvet,  six  inches  in  width. 

Gauntlsts. — Of  buff  leather,  the  flap  to  extend  four  inches  upwards 
from  the  wrist,  and  to  have  the  appropriate  cross  of  red  velvet,  two 
inches  in  length. 

SwoKD. — ^Thirty-four  to  forty  inches,  inclusive  of  scabbard,  helmet 
head,  cross  handle,  and  metal  scabbard. 
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Chapeau. — ^The  military  chapean,  trimmed  with  bkok  binding,  and 
with  black  or  white  plames. 

Distinctions. — The  Sir  Knights  will  wear  white  metal  wherever 
metal  appears.  Commanders  and  Past  Commanders,  Grand  and  Past 
Orand  Officers,  gold. 

Cbossss. — Sir  Knights,  Commanders  and  Past  Commanders  will 
wear  the  Passion  Cross ;  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  States,  the 
Templar  Cross;  Grand  and  Past  Grand  Officers  of  the  United  States, 
the  Patriarchal  Cross;  the  M.  E.  G.  Master  and  Past  Grand  Masters 
of  the  United  States,  the  Cross  of  Salem,  which  is  the  Patriarchal 
Cross,  with  an  additional  bar  in  the  centre. 

The  varioos  crosses,  as  designated,  to  be  worn  on  the  side  of  the 
Chapeau,  and  on  the  sheath  of  the  sword.  Those  on  the  Chapeau  to  be 
three  inches  in  height ;  on  the  sword  one  inch. 

Fatiqub. — ^Black  frock  coat,  the  white  scarf  and  sword,  red  belt,  and 
a  black  cloth  navy  cap,  having  the  appropriate  cross  in  front. 

Spurs— Will  be  of  the  appropriate  colors,  as  above  provided. 

Hangings  tob  Jewels. — ^The  hangings  of  State  Grand  Bodies  and 
Subordinates,  may  remain  as  at  present. 

Grand  Standard— Is  of  white  woolen  stuff,  six  feet  in  height  and 
five  feet  in  width,  made  tripartite  at  the  bottom,  fastened  at  the  top  to 
the  cross-bar  by  nine  rings ;  in  the  centre  of  the  field  a  blood  red  Pas- 
non  cross,  over  which  is  the  motto,  *'  In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces,^*  and 
under,  **Ifon  nobis,  Domine!  non  nobis,  sed  Nomini  tuo  da  Glo' 
Ham!  "  The  Cross  to  be  four  feet  high,  and  the  upright  and  bar  to 
be  seven  inches  wide.  On  the  top  of  the  Staff,  a  gilded  globe  or  ball, 
four  inches  in  diameter,  surmounted  by  the  Patriarchal  Cross,  twelve 
inches  in  height.     The  Cross  to  be  crimson,  edged  with  gold. 

Beauseant. — Of  woolen  or  silk  stuff,  same  form  and  dimensions  as 
the  Grand  Standard,  and  suspended  in  the  same  manner.  The  upper 
half  of  this  Standard  is  black,  the  lower  half  white. 

Prelate's  Bobes. — A  full  white  Unen  or  muslb  robe,  open  be- 
hmd,  reaching  down  to  within  six  inches  of  the  feet,  &stened  around 
the  neck  below  the  cravat,  which  should  be  white,  and  having  fiowing 
sleeves  reaching  to  the  middle  of  the  hand.  A  white  woolen  cloak 
lined  with  white,  fastened  around  the  neck  and  extending  down  to  the 
bottom  of  the  robe ;  on  the  left  front  a  red  velvet  Templar  cross,  six 
inches  in  width.  A  blue  silk  stole  reaching  down  in  front  to  within 
six  inches  of  the  bottom  of  the  robe,  and  having  on  it  three  Templar 
Crosses,  of  red  silk.    Mitre  of  white  merino,  bordered  with  gold, 


THE   ASHLAB.  81 

lined  with  green,  haying  ihe  red  Templar  Cross  extending  to  the  edges, 
and  sarmonnted  by  a  Passion  Cross  three  inches  high.     The  special 
badge  of  his  office  is  a  Crozier. 
The  following  resolution  was  adopted  respecting  the  costume : 

Resolved,  That  the  costume  this  day  adopted  by  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ordered  to  be  worn  by  all  Command- 
eries  chartered  at  this  communication,  or  that  shall  be  hereafter  estab- 
lished in  this  jurisdiction ;  and  by  all  Commanderies  heretofore  existing, 
whenever  tbey  shall  procure  a  new  costume ;  and  that  no  Officer, 
Member  or  Knight  be,  after  this  session,  allowed  to  sit  in  this  Grand 
Encampment,  unless  clothed  in  the  Uniform  hereby  prescribed  ;  and 
that  the  State  Grand  Commanderies  be  directed  to  enforce  it  in  all 
subordinates  that  may  be  hereafter  chartered  in  their  respective  juris- 
dictions. 


MASONIC    C0NGBES8    OF    THE    U.    S. 


DuBiKQ  the  sessions  of  the  G.  G.  Bodies  at  Chicago,  a  Convention 
was  held  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Masonic  Congress.  Bro.  Fin- 
lay  M.  King,  of  N.  Y.,  was  elected  President  of  the  Convention,  and 
Bro.  Rob.  Morris,  of  Ky.,  Secretary. 

The  following  States  were  represented  by  delegates :  Arkansas,  Cali- 
fornia, Illinois,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Mississippi,  Minnesota,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  South  Carolina  and  Vermont,  also  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  following  plan,  reported  by  a  committee  whose 
names  are  appended,  was  adopted : 

In  order  to  form  a  closer  union  and  increase  of  harmony  among  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  America — ^to  secure  and  cultivate  fraternal  relations 
with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world — ^to  extend  our  knowledge  of  the 
History,  Work,  Symbolism,  Philosophy,  and  Jurisprudence  of  Craft 
Masonry ;  in  order  that  questions  of  law  and  jurisdiction  may  be 
equitably  and  permanently  adjusted,  that  all  agitated  questions  of  gen- 
eral Masonic  interest  may  be  considered  and  determined  for  the  general 
benefit  of  Masonry — ^we  propose  the  following  Articles  of  Association : 

Articlb  1.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  North  America  do  hereby  form 
"  A  North  American  Masonic  Congress." 

Art.  2.  This  Congress  shall  consist  of  three  representatives  from 
each  Grand  Lodge  in  North  America  assenting  hereto ;  representatives 
to  he  selected  as  each  of  the  Grand  Lodges  may  severally  determine. 

Art.  8.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  and  a  Senior  and  Junior 
Vice  Presidents,  and  Secretary,  who  shall  be  elected  at  each  session, 
and  except  the  Secretary  the  official  duties  of  each  shall  cease  with  the 
dose  of  the  session. 
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Art.  4.  There  shall  also  be  elected  at  each  session,  three  Perma- 
nent Committees,  each  consisting  of  five  members. 

1st.    Committee  of  International  Correspondence. 

2nd.  **         "   Work,  Symbolism  and  Philosophy. 

8rd.  *'         "•  Jurisprudence,  embracing  Masonic  History  and 

Antiquities. 

The  Chairman  of  the  several  Conmiittees  shall  constitute  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  supervise  and  direct  the  correspondence,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  Secretary,  prepare  reports  and  present  business  for 
the  next  meeting. 

The  meetings  of  the  Congress  shall  be  called  to  order  for  orgamza- 
tion  by  the  Secretary,  or  in  his  absence  by  the  Chairinan  of  Commit- 
tees in  the  order  named. 

Art.  6.  Meetings  shall  be  held  triennially  on  the  Friday  preced- 
ing the  2nd  Tuesday  of  September,  and  in  such  place  as  the  Congress 
may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

Art.  6.  The  representatives  of  a  majority  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
associated,  shall  be  necessary  to  form  a  quorum. 

Art.  7.  The  Congress  may  take  cognizanca  of  all  cases  of  differ^ 
ence  which  may  occur  between  two  or  more  Grand  Lodges.  Provided 
the  parties  shall  mutually  submit  the  said  difference  to  its  decision. 

Art.  8.  The  Congress  may  consult  and  advise  on  questions  of 
Masonic  Law  and  Jurisprudence  to  the  end  that  a  uniformity  of  law 
and  usage  may  be  accomplished,  but  it  shall  not  assume  the  exennse 
of  any  power  in  the  enforcement  of  its  decrees  except  such  as  may  re- 
sult from  the  mere  force  of  opinion. 

Art.  9.  It  shall  be  in  cider  at  any  session  of  the  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  reading  of  papers  or  essays,  or  the  delivery  of  discourses 
upon  Masonic  subjects. 

Art.  10.  The  incidental  expenses  of  each  Congress,  necessair  to 
the  transaction  of  its  business,  shall  be  borne  by  uie  Grand  Loages 
parties  thereto,  being  equally  divided  among  them. 

Art.  11.  The  ratification  of  these  Articles  by  five  Grand  Lodges 
shall  be  sufficient  for  the  organization  of  the  Congress. 

Art.  12.  No  change  in  these  Articles  shall  be  made  without  the 
consent  of  three-fourths  of  the  Grand  Lodges  parties  thereto. 

Art.  is.  Any  Grand  Lodge  may  become  a  member  of  this  Con- 
gress by  adopting  the  Articles  of  Association. 

Art.  14.  Should  any  Grand  Lodge  desire  to  withdraw  from  this 
Congress,  it  can  do  so ;  but  it  is  expected,  as  a  matter  of  Masonic 
courtesy,  that  it  will  adopt  a  resolution  to  that  efifect  in  open  Grand 
Lodge,  and  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress. 

SuppuBMSNTART  Articlb.  When  five  Grand  Lodges  shaU  have 
ratified  these  Articles,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  Article  11th,  and 
shall  have  notified  a  Secretary,  to  be  hereafter  elected,  of  such  decision, 
he  shall  thereupon  issue  a  circular  to  the  several  Grand  Lodges  speci- 
fied in  Article  2nd,  inviting  them  to  affiliate  with  this  body,  and  to 
assemble  in  Congress  at  the  city  of  Memphb,  Tennessee,  on  the  Fri- 
day preceding  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  September,  1862. 
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In  testimony  wbereof,  we,  the  delegates  to  this  Congress,  have  here> 
unto  set  oar  hands  to  the  foreeoing  Articles,  at  Chicago,  in  the  State 
of  Llinois,  this  14th  day  of  September,  1859,  subject  to  the  ratifica- 
tion thereof  by  oar  respective  Grand  Lodges. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  T.  C.  PIERSON,       -v 

A.  G.  MACKE7,  I 

PHILIP  C.  TUCKER,    V  Committee, 

JOHN  L.  LEWIS,  JJL,   I 

CYRIL  PEARL,  J 

Bro.  Samuel  O.  Risk,  of  La.,  was  elected  Secretaiy.  The  follow- 
ing were  appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence :  Gilks  M.  Hill- 
TSB,  of  Mississippi;  E.  H.  English,  of  Arkansas;  John  Frizzkll,  of 
Tennessee ;  R  3-.  Frsnch,  of  District  of  Columbia. 


•♦■  ^ 


MASONIC    BANQUET. 


Bt  invitation  of  Apollo  Commandeiy,  No.  1,  at  Chicago,  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  G.  G.  Chapter  of  the 
United  States,  attended  a  banquet  at  the  Tremont  House,  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  fifteenth  of  last  month.  The  attendance  was  large,  and  the 
occasion  was  a  most  auspicious  one.  Sir  Kt.  J.  Y.  Z.  Blaney,  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  presided,  asasted 
by  I.  A.  W.  Buck,  Grand  Master,  and  others.  At  nine  o^clock  the 
guests  were  seated.  After  an  hour  spent  in  disposing  of  the  solids, 
the  intellectual  feast  began.  The  Light  Guard  Band  was  in  attendance, 
and  played  appropriate  pieces.  The  presiding  officer,  Sir  Kt.  Blaney, 
in  a  veiy  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  extended  a  hearty  welcome  to 
the  Sir  Knights  and  Companions  around  him.  He  alluded  to  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  under  which  the  Grand  Bodies  had  come  to  Illinois. 
Three  years  ago  Apollo  Commandery  of  Chicago  invited  them,  because 
there  was  no  Grand  Commandery  in  the  State.  Now  a  State  Com- 
mandery had  been  formed,  with  seven  or  eight  subordinates  within  its 
jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  now  takes  rank  as  the  second, 
and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State,  formed  but  eight  or  nine  years 
ago,  was  the  third  in  the  Union.  The  assembling  of  the  distinguished 
Sir  Knights  and  Companions  in  Chicago,  he  regarded  as  a  recognition 
of  the  already  acquired  importance  of  the  Northwest.  Chicago  was 
said  to  be  a  fast  city ;  nothing  was  more  true  than  this,  yet  with  all  its 
fefltness,  the  Craft  of  Illinois  would  never  be  found  to  pass  by  the  land- 
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marks  of  the  Order ;  they  have  a  record  of  which  they  do  not  feel 
ashamed ;  no  disloyal  act  was  ever  attempted  or  threatened  by  the  Sir 
Knights  of  Illinois.     Sir  Kt.  Blaney  paid  a  well  deserred  compliment 
to  Sir  Kt.  N.  D.  Elwood,  G.  H.  P.  of  Illinois,  who  was  absent 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  the  regular  toasts  were  given  : 

1.  The  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, — ^Seven  thou- 
sand Christian  warriors  acknowledge  its  sway  and  admire  its  rule.  Its 
laws  are  fraternal  and  iust,  its  purposes  nothing  less  ihan  the  honor 
and  happiness  of  all  who  battle  under  its  banner.  May  the  Beauseant 
never  trail  in  the  dust 

M.  E.  Wm.  B.  Hubbard,  P.  G.  Master  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, responded  in  a  jocose  speech.  He  felt  much  fatigued  with  the 
journey  to  Chicago,  and  the  labors  of  the  session,  but  he  never  in  his 
life  was  silent  to  the  call  of  a  Sir  Knight,  and  he  never  would  fail  to 
respond.  Refreshment  as  well  as  labor  belonged  to  Masoniy.  He 
loved  the  labors  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  Chapter,  and  the  Asylum,  but 
he  also  loved  the  social  board — the  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow  of  souL 
He  met  to-night  the  fnends  of  his  youth,  as  well  as  the  friends  of  his 
riper  years.  For  twelve  years  the  dignity  of  the  position  he  sustained, 
compelled  him  to  be  grave,  but  now  that  his  successor  had  been  elected, 
his  genial,  natural  good  humor  was  returning.  He  liked  to  feel  good 
sometimes,  only  not  too  often.  In  most  handsome  terms  he  acknowledged 
the  attentions  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Apollo  Commandery,  and  others, 
of  Illinois.  He  was  much  pleased  with  Chicago,  but  could  not  ap- 
prove hor  rough  and  rugged  streets.  Chicago,  it  had  been  said,  grows 
faster  than  the  citizens  of  it  can  brag.  He  was  not  certain  about 
that,  though  he  must  acknowledge  that  she  was  a  fitting  emblem  of 
the  Masonic  fratemity-^-embracing  land  and  sea,  and  numbering  among 
her  citizens  men  of  every  race,  and  kindred,  and  tongue.  He  alluded 
to  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  toast.  The  Templars  were  a  power 
first  among  the  powers  of  earth.  Ten  thousand  instead  of  seven  thou- 
sand, wore  now  to  be  found  scattered  over  the  States  and  Territories 
of  the  American  Union.  They  were  warriors  clad  with  the  breastrplate 
of  truth ;  they  triumph  not  mid  human  woe  and  desolation ;  they  make 
no  helpless  widows,  nor  destitute  orphans ;  their  swords  can  never  be 
drawn  save  in  the  cause  of  the  helpless,  and  the  Christian  religion. 
In  the  past  they  had  encountered  fierce  assaults  from  the  enemy; 
victory  had  perched  on  their  banner ;  the  prediction  of  their  motto  had 
been  verified, — In  hoc  signo  vinces. 

2.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States,— The 
memory  of  Clinton  and  Livingston  endear  it  to  eveiy  Royal  Arch 
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Mason,  tbe  presence  of  Bonlap,  Tncker  and  Gilman  remind  ns  of  its 
Talue,  and  the  representatives  from  all  parts  of  the  mighty  nation, 
instruct  ns  that  its  paternal  influence  and  council  should  bind  all  Roy- 
al Arch  Masons,  from  the  land  of  the  Pilgrims  to  the  golden  sands  of 
the  Pacific,  together  as  one. 

M.  E.  Charles  Gilman,  G.  G.  H.  P.,  being  absent  on  account  of 
indisposition,  his  health  was  drank  in  silence. 

8.  Out  guests  from  aU  Orders  and  localities. — ^Whether  wield- 
ing the  trowel,  the  sceptre  or  the  sword ;  whether  reflecting  the  Masonic 
light  of  Maine,  Texas,  California  or  New  York,  South  Carolina  or 
Oregon;  Welcome!  t 

Sir  Kt.  J.  L.  Lewis,  G.  M.  of  Masons  in  N.  Y.,  responded. 
ToHoight  he  noticed  three  Orders  united  in  one  around  that  festive 
board — ^he  felt  as  he  had  seldom  felt  before,  surrounded  by  Sir  Knights 
and  Companions  from  every  State  and  Territory;  the  Mason  who 
could  not  feel,  would  be  as  destitute  of  sympathy  as  the  clods  of  the 
valley.  He  acknowledged  the  attentions  shown  by  the  Chicago  Sir 
Knights  and  Companions,  and  would  never  forget  them  while  memory 
lasted.  Chicago  was  a  fast  city,  so  &r  as  attention  to  strangers  was 
concerned.  He  referred  to  the  once  divided  but  now  united  New  York. 
Feeble  health  prevented  his  making  lengthy  remarks. 

4.  This  hofppy  occasion. — ^Few  such  are  accorded  to  us  by  our 
Heavenly  Father  on  the  weary  pilgrimage  of  life.  Let  us  make  it  a 
reminiscence  of  unminged  joy. 

Sir  Kt  Rob.  Morris  responded  in  his  usual  vein  of  humor.  He 
alluded  to  similar  occasions  in  Tennessee,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
imd  elsewhere,  in  which  many  present  participated.  Masons  who  leave 
out  refreshments  perform  but  half  their  duty ;  generous  sentiment  lies 
deep  in  the  heart,  it  is  pressed  down  by  care  and  toil ;  genial  inter- 
course produces  genial  feeling.  He  concluded  by  proposing  *'The 
Prince  of  good  fellows,  Hon.  B.  B.  French,  Grand  Master  of  Temp- 
lars, elect." 

The  Grrand  Master  elect  responded  in  a  few  remarks,  which  were 
most  happily  expressed  and  enthusiastically  received. 

5.  Our  country  and  its  destiny, — Every  ligament  binding  its  dis- 
tant members  together,  has  thus  far  been  blessed  by  a  gracious  Provi- 
dence. We  realize  this  evening  the  rhapsody  of  the  psalmist,  '*  Behold 
how  good  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
unity. 

This  called  forth  the  veteran  Sir  Kt.  Philip  C.  Tucker,  of  Vermont, 
who  held  the  attention  of  the  audience  and  called  forth  hearty  applause. 
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At  the  close  of  his  retearks  the  band  played  "  The  Star  Spangled  Ban- 
ner.''   The  whole  company  standing  joined  in  the  chorns. 

6.  The  exponenU  of  M(u<m%c  Juritprudence, — ^Masons  only  wish 
to  know  the  law,  in  order  to  obey  it 

To  this,  of  coarse,  the  distinguished  Sir  Knight  from  South  Caroli- 
na, A.  G.  Mackey,  G.  G.  H.  P.,  was  expected  to  respond.  He  did  not 
disappoint  his  hearers.  He  would  have  preferred  listening  to  speaking, 
but  since  called  on,  no  senUment  was  so  dear  to  his  heart  as  the  one 
just  offered.  When  Masons  know  the  law,  they  will  obey  it ;  they  are 
a  Idw  abiding  people.  The  law  of  Masonry  is  powerful,  because  it  is 
the  law  of  loye.  Here  a  most  beautiful  aUusion  to  its  power  was  made 
by  the  distinguished  speaker.  A  struggle,  if  he  might  be  pardoned 
the  word,  had  been  for  ten  days  going  on  in  the  G.  G.  Chapter  in  this 
city.  Argument  had  been  met  by  argument,  and  feeling  and  desire  for 
success  had  been  awakened  in  the  hearts  of  the  two  contesting  parties ; 
the  YOte  was  taken,  and  no  sooner  announced,  than  with  a  magnanimity 
unheard  of,  the  successful  party  rose,  moved  a  reconsideration,  and 
gave  way  for  the  sake  of  harmony  and  peace.  Religionists  would  have 
rent  their  church  in  twain  rather  than  have  so  surrendered.  Politicians 
would  have  broken  up  party  and  endangered  the  country  before  yield- 
ing; but  not  so  with  'the  Masonic  fraternity — ^they  were  governed  by 
the  law  of  love.  He  closed  by  proposing  the  health  of  Sir  Kt  Finlay 
M.  King,  of  New  York,  who  spoke  at  some  length  in  reply. 

7.  Hie  men  who  have  made  our  Muontc  Literature. — ^Let  it  be 
sound,  useful,  conservative ;  let  all  else  be  discarded. 

The  eminent  scholar  and  oratoi;,  Sir  Kt  Albert  Pike,  of  Arkansas, 
replied,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  he  made  the  speech  of  the 
evening.  He  took  the  •*  bill  of  fere,"  and  very  wittily  illustrated  the 
various  kinds  of  Masonic  literature  by  the  different  dishes  designated. 
His  remarks  were  apparently  given  on  the  spur  of  the  moment^  and 
convulsed  his  listeners  with  laughter. 

8.  Masonry  UhiversaL 

M.  E.  Comp.  Parker,  of  Illinois,  the  representative  of  the  red 
man,  responded  in  one  of  the  best  and  most  efiective  speeches  of  the 
evening.  He  was  himself  a  living  representative  of  the  truth  set  forth 
in  the  sentiment  Masonry  was  not  peculiar  to  race ;  he  was  then  the 
representative  of  a  feding  race.  The  Red  man  was  disappearing  before 
the  White  man,  as  the  snow  before  the  summer  sun.  He  felt  this 
melancholy  truth,  and  feeling  it,  he  had  looked  around  for  some  asylum 
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of  security  and  peaoe,  and  had  found  it  in  Masonry.  He  was  proud 
to  stand  there,  a  relic  of  a  noble  race — a  race  which,  though  departing, 
could  never  be  forgotten.  The  spirit  of  Masonry  was  found  in  that 
once  noble  race.  This  eloquent  Companion  and  chief  continued  to 
make  reference  to  his  ancestors  for  some  minutes,  affecting  every  heart, 
and  bringing  the  tear  to  every  eye  ;  and,  at  the  close  of  his  remarks, 
exhibited  a  large  and  splendid  Masonic  medal,  the  gift  of  General 
Washington  to  his  grandsire,  Bed  Jacket,  both  of  whom  were  Masons. 
Other  speeches  were  made,  and  the  poem — 


We  meet  apon  the  level 
And  part  upon  the  square/ 


was  repeated  by  Sir  Et  Bob  Morris;  after  which  the  company 
united  in  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  with  joined  hands.  Thus  ended 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  features  attending  the  meetings  of  the  National 
Masonic  bodies. 


»♦.-* 


INTEBESTING    CASE    OF    MASONIC    CHABITY. 


Th£RE  are  thousands  of  touching  incidents  of  Masonic  charity  which 
are  never  known  to  the  world.  The  following,  taken  from  the  report 
of  the  N.  Y.  Masonic  Board  of  Belief  for  1859,  is  but  one  of  a  large 
class  of  cases  which  are  constantly  occurring  : 

*'  A  young  lady  of  refinement,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1858,  marries 
in  England,  and  on  the  Ist  of  May  following,  this  couple  arrive  in  New 
York,  with  previous  preparation  for  successful  settlement  in  Bochester. 
His  means,  though  large  by  the  common  estimate  of  this  country, 
were  small  for  the  son  of  a  wealthy  English  gentleman.  The  desire  to 
economize  was  natural  and  strong,  and  made  the  importunities  of  a  fel- 
low countryman  easily  successful  in  inducing  him  to  take  a  house  in 
Cedar  Street.  At  half-past  10  P.  M.,  on  the  4th  of  May,  on  a  night 
boat  to  Albany,  the  lady  repairs  to  her  berth ;  the  husband,  unable  to 
procure  one  for  himself,  promising  to  remain  at  the  cabin  door.  At 
4  A.  M.,  of  the  5th,  she  arises,  and  requests  the  maid  to  call  her  hus- 
band, but  the  cabin  door  is  locked.  At  5  the  agent  calls  for  her 
tickets,  and  is  told  '  my  husband  has  them.'  A  moment  passes,  the 
agent  calls  again,  and  then  how  that  young,  innocent  and  confiding 
beart  is  torn  by  these  bitter  words  of  death,  '  I  cannot  find  your  hus- 
band— ^he  is  overboard.'     We  need  not  stop  to  describe  the  scene  of 
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overwhelming  grief  and  crushing  agony  that  followed.  Daring  that 
hour  of  suffering  to  an  innocent  being,  so  sadly  and  suddenly  bereaved, 
in  a  foreign  land,  among  strangers,  there  was  one  who,  as  master  of 
that  ill-omened  craft,  with  a  tearless  eye  and  a  heart  of  stone,  could 
belch  forth  his  command — '  be  still !'  But  he  was  not  a  Mason.  But 
there  was  another  there,  whose  sympathy,  too  deep  for  tears,  found  ex- 
presfflon  in  effectual  and  Masonic  aid.  After  days  of  ineffectual  effort 
to  find  the  missing  husband  and  brother,  the  unfortunate  widow  was 
returned  to  New  York,  where  her  case  was  finally  laid  before  the  Board 
of  Belief,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1858,  but  not  until,  by  the  counsel  of 
suspected  advisers,  she  had  determined  to  leave  for  Europe  at  once  (if 
the  means  could  be  obtained,  for  all  was  lost  with  her  husband,)  with 
acquaintances  who  were  returning,  saddened  and  discouraged  by  her 
misfortunes. 

"  The  hope  of  yet  finding  her  missing  husband,  with  the  most  solemn 
pledges  of  protection  and  support,  were  alone  sufficient  to  change  her 
purpose,  and  so  fiir  remove  her  fear  of  troubling  others,  as  to  induce 
her  to  take  up  her  temporary  home  with  the  author  of  this  report. 
.  '*The British  consul,  and  other  high  officials,  were  consulted;  a  de- 
tective was  employed,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  the  body  was 
found  floating  in  the  river  near  Newburg.  Beacon  Lodge,  at  Matea- 
wan,  near  Fishkill,  caused  the  remains  to  be  buried  in  the  most  beau- 
tiful part  of  their  rural  cemetery.  But  on  the  21st,  ere  the  announce- 
ment could  be  made,  with  the  return  of  some  relics  found  upon  the 
person,  confidence  having  supplanted  fear  and  excitement,  nature,  in 
its  relaxation,  had  yielded  to  mental  derangement..  Upon  the  return 
of  comparative  health,  after  the  lapse  of  weeks,  she  was  accompanied 
to  the  grave,  and  sent  on  her  way  free  toward  the  bosom  of  home. 

"  Could  the  fraternity  of  New  York  have  witnessed  the  scene  of  that 
last  visit  at  the  grave,  when,  alone  with  the  author  of  this  report,  she 
repdred  to  the  sacred  spot  to  weep  and  pray,  and  embrace  the  very 
earth ;  or  could  they  have  witnessed  her  departure  for  Europe,  and 
seen  how,  standing  upon  the  upper  deck,  supported  on  either  side  by 
the  highest  officers  of  a  noble  steamer,  the  chief  of  them  a  Mason,  her 
gratitude  was  evinced  by  tears  and  exclamations,  waving  back  her 
thanks  from  the  utmost  limit  of  vision,  every  heart  would  have  rejoiced 
in  the  glory  of  Masonry,  and  every  tongue  would  have  cried  out,  *  Let 
it  be  established  forever !'  " 
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AFBICAN  LODGE,   BOSTON. 


Bkotheb  Chasb^  of  the  Masonic  Journal,  gives  an  interesting  ez- 
traet  which  he  recently  found,  respecting  the  Lodge  of  negroes  in 
Boston.  ''  In  the  course  of  pur  researches,"  he  says,  "  in  preparing 
a  history  of  our  natire  town,  we  recently  reexamined  the  account  given 
hy  Dr.  Belknap,  in  reply  to  questions  proposed  hy  Judge  Tucker,  of 
Virginia,  in  relation  to  negroes  and  negro  slavery  in  Massachusetts. 
It  was  written  in  1795,  and  may  be  ibund  in  the  Massojckusetts  HU- 
torical  Society* 8  Collection  of  that  year  (Vol.  5,  p.  210).  In  answer- 
ing the  questions  proposed  to  him,  Dr.  Belknap  several  times  mentions 
the  name  of  Prince  Hall,  '  a  very  intelligent  black  man,  aged  57 
years,'  firom  whom  he  seems  to  have  gathered  some  of  hb  information. 
In  answering  the  question,  *  Does  harmony  in  general  prevail  between 
the  black  and  white  citizens,'  &c.,  he  alludes  to  the  answer  given  him 
by  Prince  Hall,  and  adds — 

'* '  ELaving  once  and  again  mentioned  this  person,  I  must  inform  you 
that  he  is  Grand  Master  of  a  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  composed  wholly 
of  blacks,  and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  African  Lodge,  It  was 
begun  in  1775,  while  thb  town  was  garrisoned  by  British  troops,  some 
of  whom  held  a  Lodge  and  initiated  a  number  of  negroes.  Afier  the 
peace  they  sent  to  England,  and  procured  a  Charter  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  signed  by  the  Earl  of  Effingham. 
The  Lodge  at  present  consists  of  thirty  persons,  and  care  is  taken  that 
none  but  those  of  a  good  moral  character  are  admitted. 

<"  I  shall  add  the  following  note,  written  by  a  white  gentleman  of 
the  Craft,  of  good  information  and  candor — 

***  *  The  African  Lodge,  though  possessing  a  Charter  from  Eugland, 
meet  by  themselves ;  and  white  Masons,  not  more  skilled  in  geometry, 
will  not  acknowledge  them.  The  reason  given  is,  that  the  blacks  were 
made  clandestinely  in  the  first  place^  which,  if  known,  would  have 
prevented  them  from  receiving  a  Charter.  But  this  inquiiy  would  not 
have  been  made  about  white  Lodges,  many  of  which  have  not  conformed 
to  the  rules  of  Masoniy.  The  truth  is,  they  are  ashamed  of  being  on 
equality  with  blacks.  Even  the  fraternal  kiss  of  France,  given  to 
merit  without  distinction  of  color,  doth  influence  Massachusetts  Masons 
to  give  an  embrace  less  emphatic  to  their  black  brethren.  These,  on 
the  other  hand,  valuing  themselves  on  their  knowledge  of  the  Craft, 
think  themselves  better  Masons  in  other  respects  than  the  whites,  be- 
cause Masonry  considers  all  men  equal  who  eaefree,  and  our  laws  ad- 
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mit  no  kind  of  slayery.  It  is  evident  from  tbis,  that  neither  avowedly 
nor  tacitly  do  the  blacks  admit  the  preeminence  of  the  whites,  but  it  is 
as  evident  that  a  preeminence  is  claimed  by  the  whites.' ' 

"  This  extract,  from  the  character  of  its  author  for  truthfulness  and 
candor  in  historical  matters,  and  the  £ict  that  it  was  written  so  very 
near  the  beginning  of  negro  Masonry  in  America,  seems  to  us  to  be 
more  important  and  valuable,  historically,  than  all  else  that  we  have 
yet  read  touching  the  vexed  subject." 


-«^*-*i 


Thb  Pbooressivb  Spibit  of  Masons. — ^The  ritual  of  the  Order 
has  become  so  diversified,  that  the  Freemason  of  the  olden  time  is  lost, 
and  can  scarcely  become  reconciled  that  he  is  in  a  Lodge  of  Freema- 
sons, and  the  laws  have  become  as  complex,  as  intricate,  and  as  uncer- 
tain as  the  civil  code ;  and  while  the  humble  Brother,  who  is  proved 
innocent,  is  notwithstanding  punished,  the  evil  doer  of  high  rank  and 
position  goes  unwhipt  of  Justice,  although  he  may  be  guilty  of  abusing 
the  confidence  of  his  Brethren,  and  violating  his  Masonic  obligations. 
It  will  be  well  for  the  Ancient  Craftsmen  to  take  a  retrospect  of  the 
past ;  and  it  will  be  better  for  those,  whose  Masonic  Life  is  young,  to 
listen  to  the  voice  of  experience,  and  take  heed  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly.  The  progressive  spirit  which  is  so  manifest,  which  is 
rapidly  changing  the  entire  Masonic  system,  has  not  for  its  object  the 
improvement  or  elevation  of  Man ;  it  is  not  a  progress  in  the  cause 
of  humanity,  of  benevolence,  or  of  charity,  although  from  spire  and 
steeple,  firom  th^  house  tops  and  the  inner  chambers  of  the  Temple,  it 
vaunteth  its  knowledge  and  greatness.  The  confusion  in  our  Masonic 
Temples  is  increasing,  the  want  of  harmony  is  daily  becoming  more 
apparent,  confidence  is  becoming  weaker,  and  suspicion  and  distrust 
are  usurping  its  place,  and  unless  the  true  and  trusty,  the  aged  and 
experienced  Craftsmen  raise  their  voices  in  behalf  of  our  beloved  and 
time  honored  Order,  and  oppose  with  a  united  and  resistless  opposition 
the  innovating  spirit  which  is  so  greatly  in  the  ascendant.  Ancient  Free- 
masonry will  only  be  known  as  an  institution  which  once  existed,  of 
which  the  present  only  bears  its  name. — Mirror  and  Keystone, 


•-•♦♦-• 


tt^  My  son,  forget  not  my  law  ;  but  let  thine  heart  keep  my  com- 
mandments, and  remove  not  the  ancient  landmarks  which  thy  fathers 
have  set. — Solomon, 
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Masonbt  Uniysbsal. — "  Freemasonry  is  the  most  perfeot  system  of 
morality  that  the  mind  of  man  originated ;  the  most  fiuthfdl  exposition 
of  the  duties  man  owes  to  himself,  his  neighbor,  and  his  God,  short  of 
Divine  revelation.  It  is  the  perfection  of  human  wisdom — ^the  refleo- 
tion  of  beauty,  the  durability  of  strength ;  it  is  stamped  with  the 
immortality  of  truth,  and  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  Charity  and  Benev- 
olence. It  adapts  itself  to  men  of  every  creed  and  nation,  and 
'  wherever  the  foot  of  civilized  man  may  tread,  it  carries  its  instruction 
and  offers  its  charities.  It  interferes  not  with  man's  conscience,  and 
meddles  not  with  human  dogmas  or  formulas  of  faith,  but  greets  the 
Mussulman  in  his  Mosque,  the  Pagan  in  his  Temple,  the  Jew  in  his 
Synagogue,  and  the  Christian  at  his  Altar,  if  they  be  but  good  men 
and  true,  and  with  its  commanding  authority  requires  of  them  that 
they  be  just  to  themselves,  true  to  their  Gtod,  and  fiuthful  to  their 
fellows ;  to  walk  by  the  plumb  line  of  rectitude — ^to  square  their  actions 
by  virtue,  and  test  their  words  by  the  level  of  Truth.  It  selects  the 
worthy  and  well  qualified  from  all  nations,  and  with  the  cement  of 
brotherly  love  unites  them  into  one  general  whole — speaking  the  same 
mystic  language — ^worshipping  at  the  same  altar,  and  adoring  the  same 
Qod.  This  is  the  power  of  attraction  with  the  many,  though  others 
may  be  influenced  by  sordid  and  mercenary  motives,  with  felsehood  on 
their  lips  and  treachery  in  their  hearts,  to  seek  a  name  and  a  place 
among  us.  These  are  '  spots  in  our  feasts  of  charity ' — *  Trees  whose 
roots  wither  without  bearing  firuit'  " 


1 1  ■  ^ 


Was  thb  Dvkm  of  Wjsllinoton  a  Freemason? — "  Among  the  nu- 
merous appointments,  titles  and  orders  of  the  great  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, can  you  tell  me  if  he  at  any  time  belonged  to  our  fraternity  ? — ^In* 


QUIBER." 


In  the  Freemasons*  Calendar ,  printed  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Dublin,  for  the  years  of  1848  to  1856,  there  appears 
in  each  volume  a  portion  headed  **  Traditional  and  Beoorded  Informar 
tion  respecting  the  Order  of  Freemasonry;"  but  this  was  omitted  in 
the  publication  for  1857,  and  whether  it  has  been  so  since  we  cannot 
say,  not  having  the  books  to  refer  to.  In  all  the  years  above  mention- 
ed, from  1848  to  1856,  the  following  statement  is  made ; — "  1790. 
The  Duke  of  Kent  initiated ;  and  Dec.  7th,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
initiated  in  No.  494,  at  Trim,  of  which  Lodge  his  grace's  father,  the 
Earl  of  Momington,  and  his  brother,  the  Marquis  Wellesley,  had  been 
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Masters."  A  well  informed  brodier,  whom  we  hold  in  great  respect, 
has  stated  to  us  that  he  remembers  a  characteristic  letter  from  the  Duke, 
appearing  in  some  newspaper  or  periodical,  in  which  his  grace  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  Craft,  or  having  at  any  time  been  made  a  Mason. 
Feeling  anxious  to  oblige  '*  Inquirer,"  we  have  put  his  queiy  to  all 
whom  we  supposed  likely  to  throw  any  light  on  the  subject  of  its 
authenticity,  but  without  avail ;  nor  can  we  trace  No.  494  among  the 
Irish  Lodges,  or  even  find  that  there  was  a  Lodge  ezisdng  at  any  tinae 
at  Trim.  Perhaps  some  of  our  Irish  brethren  may  be  able  to  set  this 
matter  right,  by  proving  to  us  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the 
authority  quoted. — London  FreemasoTis*  Magazine, 


After  Christ  1357. — ^The  Charges  and  Regulations  of  Masons  were 
now  for  good  reasons  revised  and  meliorated,  as  an  old  record  thus  sets 
forth :  '*  In  the  glorious  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  when  Lodges 
were  many  and  frequent,  the  Grand  Master  with  his  Wardens,  as  the 
head  of  the  Grand  Ix)dge,  with  the  consent  of  the  lords  of  the  realm, 
then  generally  Freemasons,  ordained 

I.  That  for  the  future,  at  the  making  or  admission  of  a  brother, 
the  constitutions  and  proper  charges  and  monitions  should  be  read 
by  the  Master  or  Wardens,  as  hereunto  annexed. 

II.  That  Master  Masons  or  masters  of  work  should  be  examined 
if  they  be  able  of  canning  to  serve  their  respective  lords,  as  well  the 
highest  as  the  lowest,  to  the  honor  and  worship  of  the  aforesaid  art, 
and  to  the  profit  of  their  lords ;  for  they  be  their  lords  that  employ 
them  and  pay  them  for  their  service  and  travel. 

III.  That  when  the  Master  and  Wardens  meet  in  a  Lodge,  the 
sheriff,  if  need  be,  or  the  mayor  or  alderman,  if  a  brother,  where  the 
Chapter  or  congregation  is  held,  shall  be  made  fellow  and  sociate  to  the 
Master,  in  help  of  him  against  rebels,  and  for  upbearing  the  rights  of 
the  realm. 

IV.  That  entered  'Prentices  at  their  making  shall  be  charged  not 
to  be  thieves  nor  thieves  mamtainers.  That  the  Fellow  Crafts  shall 
travel  honestly  for  their  nay,  and  love  their  fellows  as  themselves,  and 
that  all  shall  be  true  to  the  King  of  England,  to  the  realm,  and  to  the 
Lodge. 

V.  That  if  any  of  the  fraternity  shall  be  fractious,  mutinous,  or 
disobedient  to  the  Grand  Master's  orders,  and  after  proper  admonitions 
should  persist  in  his  rebellion,  then  the  Lodge  shall  determine  against 
him,  that  he  shall  forswear  or  renounce  his  Masonry,  and  shall  no  more 
be  of  the  Crafl ;  the  which  if  he  presume  to  do,  ne  shall  be  prisoned 
till  his  grace  be  granted  him  and  issued.  For  this  cause  principally, 
have  these  congregations  been  ordained,  that  as  well  the  lowest  as  the 
highest  should  be  well  and  truly  served  in  this  art.  Amen.  So  mote 
it  De."  Clarb. 
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CONDITION   OF    THE   CRAFT. 


The  Fraternity  in  this  great  State  appear  to  he  doing  well.  Bro.  A. 
0 'Sullivan  still  holds  the  office  of  Qrand  Secretary,  and  does  efficient 
servioe  in  the  cause.  Bro.  Manms  Boyd  is  Grand  Master.  There  are 
nearly  two  hundred  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction.  The  last  oommunioa- 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  in  May  last.  The  address  of  Grand 
Master  S.  H.  Saunders,  is  well  worthy  a  perusal.  He  strongly  recom- 
mends that  every  non-affiliated  Mason  be  suspended.  He  alludes 
to  the  Masonic  College,  which  has  been  a  bone  of  contention,  and 
urges  the  G.  L.  to  sustain  it.  There  are  in  the  State  twenty-five  Dis- 
trict Deputy  Grand  Masters.'  On  the  subject  of  Grand  Lodges,  the 
Beport  on  F.  C.  says : 

The  General  Assemblies  or  Convocation  of  Masons,  as  we  before 
remarked,  were  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  when 
ooavened,  the  Grand  Master  presided  over  their  deliberations,  not  by 
courtesy,  but  by  righL  He  appointed  all  the  Subordinate  Officers, 
for  his  greater  convenience,  and  to  assist  him  in  the  proper  discharge 
of  his  duties.  The  assembly  or  convocation  was  governed  by  the  old 
charges,  and  such  regulations  as  were  made  from  time  to  time,  as  cir- 
cumstances demanded,  and  he  caused  them  to  be  read  in  general 
assembly  so  that  none  might  pretend  ignorance,  he  being  equally  bound 
with  the  humblest  prentice  to  obey  them ;  and  he  was  also  held  re- 
sponsible by  the  State  for  the  manner  in  which  the  deliberations  of  the 
assembly  were  conducted,  as  also  for  the  character  of  the  laws  which 
they  made  for  their  government,  and  when  the  work  for  which  they 
were  caUed  together  was  completed,  the  ConyoQ&tion  was  dissolved ; 
the  appointed  officers  ceased  to  possess  any  power,  and  the  Grand  Mas' 
ter  alone  existed,  recognized  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  preroga- 
tives attached  to  his  exalted  station. 

.  Twenty  dollars  were  loaned  to  Bro.  Justin  Bingham,  of  Michigan, 
who  was  in  distress.  During  the  year  twenty-two  dispensations  had 
been  granted. 


A  voice  comes  to  us  from  the  north-east  extremity  of  our  Union,  say- 
ing that  "  all  is  well "  among  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  there.  Maine 
has  nine  R.  A.  Chapters.  The  G.  Chapter  held  its  last  Convocation 
on  the  2d  of  May,  2859.  Its  proceedings  were  conducted  in  peace  and 
harmony.    Moses  Dodge  was  elected  G.  H.  P.,  and  Ira  Berry,  G.  Sec. 

The  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  assembled  at  Port^ 
land,  on  the  4th  day  of  May.  A.  B.  Thompson  was  elected  G.  P. 
Seven  Subordinates  were  represented. 
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The  Annual  Conolaye  of  the  Ghrand  Commandery  was  held  in  Port- 
land in  May.  There  are  four  Commanderies  in  the  State.  The  QnnA 
Commander  says :  "  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  that  no  cause  of 
disturhance  has  come  to  my  knowledge  thus  far,  during  the  past  year, 
among  our  Subordinates."  The  Committee  on  F.  C.  say :  '*  We  are 
highly  gratified  at  the  evidence  of  prosperity  afforded,  as  well  as  Uie 
evident  existence  of  unusual  masonic  ability  among  the  Sir  Euughts  of 
Illinois."  Freeman  Bradford  was  elected  Ghrand  Commander,  and  Ira 
Berry,  Grand  Becorder.  We  are  pleased  to  see  evidence  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Templars  in  Maine.  May  they  long  continue  to  flourish 
in  peace  and  harmony. 


We  need  hardly  say  that  R.  A.  Masonry  is  doing  well  in  this  juris- 
diction, when  we  say  that  Comp.  A.  G.  Mackey  is  High  Priest.  The 
Grand  Chapter  convened  at  Charleston,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last  There  are  twenty-two  Chapters  in  the  State.  Comp. 
Ebenezer  Thayer  is  Grand  Secretary. 

"s^isooasrsiN. 

The  Grand  Lodge  held  its  Annual  Communication  at  Milwaukee, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  June,  A.  L.  5859.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 
which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whoiA  was  referred 
that  part  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  address  that  refers  to  Publio 
Processions,  Non-payment  of  Dues,  and  Non-affiliated  Masons,  have 
had  the  several  subjects  under  consideration,  and  respectfully  report^- 

MrsL  That  in  the  opinion  of  your  oommittoo.  Subordinate  Lodges 
may  constitutionally  appear  in  publio  procession,  and  in  regalia,  on 
the  following  occasions :  At  Masonic  Funerals ;  Laying  the  Comer 
Stone  of  Masonic  and  other  public  edifices ;  dedication  and  consecration 
of  Masonic  Halls ;  installation  of  officers  and  celebration  of  Festivals 
of  St.  Johns ;  on  no  other  occasion  unless  by  special  dispensation  from 
the  Grand  Master  or  his  Deputy ;  and  the  committee  recommend  that 
this  power  of  dispensation  be  used  with  caution,  and  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  Ancient  Constitution  and  usages  of  the  Order. 

Charters  were  granted  for  ten  new  Lodges.  Bro.  A.  D.  Smith,  in 
behalf  of  the  G.  L.,  presented  a  P.  G.  M.'s  jewel  to  Bro.  H.  S. 
Baird,  P.  G.  M.,  and  a  P.  G.  Secretary's  jewel  to  Bro.  W.  R.  Smith, 
P.  G.  Secretary.  We  quote  his  remarks  to  the  latter,  which  are  beau- 
tiful in  sentiment  and  language  : 
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S,  W.  and  Venerable  P.  G.  Secretary : 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  has,  it  would  seem,  designed  to  make'my 
cap  overflow  on  this  occasion.  He  has  also  charged  me  with  the  duty 
of  presenting  to  you  a  Grand  Secretary's  jewel,  in  token  of  the  deep 
sense  of  love  and  gratitude  which  the  Grand  Lodge  feel  for  your  person 
and  your  past  services. 

You,  who  have  guided  and  conducted  the  affidrs  of  this  Grand  Lodee 
as  Grand  Secretary,  almost  from  its  first  organiasation,  have  voluntarily 
laid  down  the  pen  which  has  heretofore  preserved  the  record  of  our 
proceedings  without  a  blot,  or  an  error.  During  a  great  part  of  which 
time  you  have  also  managed  its  fiscal  affairs,  without  a  loss  of  a  day's 
wages.  The  united  voice  of  all  your  brethren  pronounces  the  award 
due  to  you,  **  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant" 

When  I  reflect  how  long  we  have  loved  and  labored  together,  how 
intimate*  have  been  our  relations,  how  harmonious  have  been  all  our 
transactions,  my  heart  is  fiiU,  language  is  powerless,  and  the  soul  may 
well  claim,  in  the  depths  of  its  emotion,  the  prerogative  of  silence. 

Oh,  sir !  when  I  reflect  upon  our  small  beginning — ^like  a  cloud  in 
the  canopy,  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand — ^how  we  struggled  on,  piling 
one  stone  of  the  structure  upon  another,  until  now  t^  fabric  rests 
upon  foundations  broad,  deep  and  secure ;  its  walls  strongly  cemented, 
nicely  trimmed  and  adjusted  by  the  plumb  and  level,  and  its  arch 
spanning  the  entire  State  in  every  direction,  how  forcibly  does  your 
early  remark  come  to  me,  made  in  the  time  of  our  apparent  insignifi- 
cance, toil  and  struggle,  "  despise  not  the  day  of  small  things." 

Again,  when  I  reflect  that  now  you  are  to  lay  down  the  gavel  and 
the  pen ;  that  no  more  is  it  to  be  the  guide  and  instructor,  as  well  as 
the  faithful  memorialist  of  all  our  doings,  the  heart  must  be  heavy  and 
the  voice  weak. 

But,  beloved  Brother,  it  needs  no  pen  to  record,  no  toy  or  token  to 
perpetuate  the  affection  of  all  the  members  of  the  Order  in  this  State, 
which  cluster  around  you,  and  which  will  embahn  your  memory  until 
the  latest  day. 

The  eminent  services  of  most  men  diminish  with  the  distance  from 
which  they  are  viewed.  Not  so  with  yours  in  our  behalf;  but  like  a 
tower  seen  a&r  off,  under  a  clear  sky  and  a  bright  sun,  they  will 
increase  in  lustre  with  every  step  of  approach,  and  with  every  degree 
of  scrutiny. 

Accent  this  jewel,  then,  as  the  firee,  though  inadequate  token  of  re- 
gard ana  afifection  from  your  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Though 
it  is  as  imperishable  as  most  things  material,  yet  long  after  it  shall  have 
yielded  to  the  dissolving  influences  of  time  and  change,  your  name  and 
memory  will  live  in  warm  hearts  of  grateful  brethren  of  this  Order, 
which  is  destined  to  continue  until  time  shall  be  no  longer. 

Grand  Master  Tracy,  in  his  address,  makes  appropriate  allusion  to 
Ghrand  Lecturers,  and  pays  a  well  deserved  compliment  to  Bro.  M.  L. 
Toungs.     We  give  his  remarks : 
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Our  present  system  of  Grand  Lectures  has  now  been  in  practice  for 
nearly  two  years.  It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  say,  that  thus  far 
it  has  met  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  To  all  who  are  at  all 
familiar  with  its  workings,  its  beneficial  results  must  be  apparent.  The 
unwearied  and  unceasing  exertions  of  our  Worthy  Grand  Lecturer, 
M.  L.  Youngs,  have  won  for  him  the  applauses  of  all.  He  has  done 
much,  both  towards  introducing  a  uniformity  of  work  and  ritual,  and 
in  elevating  the  moral  standing  of  our  Order.  The  Grand  Lodgo  has 
been  peculiarly  fortunate  in  we  selection  of  this  officer,  and  if  he  is 
continued  in  his  present  position,  his  services  cannot  fail  ere  long  to 
tell  with  redoubled  efl^.  His  report,  which  will  be  submitted  to  you, 
will  give  you  a  better  idea  of  his  indomitable  exertions  in  accomplish- 
ing the  object  of  his  mission. 

There  are  in  Wisconsin  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  ^Lodges. 
Bro.  L.  M.  Tracy,  of  Milwaukee,  was  elected  G.  M.,  and  Bro.  J.  W. 
Hunt,  of  Madison,  G.  Sec. 


OOI>T3>TBOTIOTJT- 

The  annual  Communication  and  Festival  of  the  Masons  of  CoUins- 
ville,  Conn.,  was  held  on  the  sixth  day  of  September.  Li  the  evening 
the  members  of  the  Lodge  and  invited  guests,  accompanied  by  ladies, 
partook  of  a  supper.  We  select  the  following  from  among  the  toasts 
given: 

Infiuerice  of  Free  Masonry. — ^In  the  language  of  the  16th  century — 
'*  Not  so  much  calculated  to  make  bad  menne  gude  as  gude  menne 
gudder.' 

Our  Lovely  Sisters. — **  May  their  faults  never  be  larger  than  their 
Bonnets,  or  theur  virtues  smaller  than  their  Crinoline." 

Toast  from  the  Ladies  to  the  Masons : 

The  Masonic  Fraternity, — "  We  have  Faith  in  their  good  inten- 
tions, Hope  for  their  good  success,  and  Charity  for  their  imperfections.*' 

Anti-Masonry. — "  Like  the  Small  Pox,  contagious,  but  never  had 
but  once." 

A  Knight  Templar's  costume  was  presented  to  Sir  Kt.  N.  .N. 
Barrett. 


"•♦.-^ 


S^  You  shall  be  cautious  in  your  words  and  carriage,  that  the  most 
penetrating  stranger  shall  not  be  able  to  discover  or  find  out  what  is  not 
proper  to  be  intimated ;  and  sometimes  you  shall  divert  a  discourse, 
and  manage  it  prudently  for  the  honor  of  the  worshipful  Fraternity.— 
Ancient  Const, 
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CHIT-CHAT. 


Among  the  most  remarkable  looking  personages  in  attendance  on 
the  G.  G.  bodies,  was  Albert  Pike,  of  Arkansas.  Three  years  ago  he 
was  described  thus : 

''  Keen  ejed,  unobtrusive ;  sits  for  hours  with  a  downward  look, 
abstracted,  slightly  scornful,  l^ses  slowly,  and  catches  the  presiding 
officer's  attention  with  difficulty.  A  sort  of  man  "  when  found  you 
make  a  note  on."  Conceals  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  throws  back  a 
ponderous  head  and  shoulders,  and  begins.  His  sentences  are  long, 
well  constructed,  neatly  fashioned,  and  call  forth  a  responsive  '*just 
so  !"  firom  the  hearer.  Voice  not  over  musical,  manner  not  so  fervid 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  crack  lawyer  of  Arkansas — ^in  finct  rather 
sluggish. 

''  The  man  evidently  believes  what  he  says.  He  makes  no  allusions 
to  usage,  which,  in  debate  he  disregards ;  but  is  all  the  safer  upon 
constitutional  questions,  wherein  he  is  verily  petros,  a  rock.  Lawyer 
fashion  he  posts  himself  well  in  his  subject.  He  particularly  abhors 
despotism,  and  goes  to  the  extreme  of  mohbism  in  preference  to  tyranny 
on  the  part  of  the  presiding  officers.  He  speaks  too  sudden ;  dresses, 
walks  and  talks  with  perfect  nonchalance,  and  acts  in  all  things  with 
perfect  independence." 

Captain  Harris,  who  was  saved  by  Masonry,  when  captured  by 

the  pirates,  in  1823,  died  about  two  years  since,  in  Lapeer,  Michigan. 
"  It  is  strange,"  said  a  journal  at  the  time  of  the  incident,  "  that 
Freemasons  should  be  found  among  pirates,  but  how  much  more  strange 
is  it  that  men  who  have  abandoned  the  laws  of  Gk>d  and  nations,  and 
shrink  not  from  murder  itself  when  convenient  or  thought  necessary, 
should  respect  the  bonds  of  Freemasonry,  and  succor  a  brother  in  dis- 
tress." This  is  indeed  wonderful,  yet  such  is  the  power  of  the  Insti* 
tution. 

The  charity  of  Masonry  is  constantly  manifesting  itself,  to  the 


astonishment  of  the  profeine,  and  some  of  the  initiated.  In  the  last 
war  between  the  United  States  and  England,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts  appropriated  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  relief  of  the 
Masonic  Brethren,  British  prisoners  of  war  at  Salem. 

In  1831,  Colonel  Stone,  of  the  New  York  Commercial,  wrote 

of  our  Institution  :  '*  It  is  on  the  wane ;  in  most  places  it  is  dead ;  and 
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its  torpid  body  can  never  be  re-animated.  As  well  might  they  think 
of  establishing  Mahometanism  in  this  enlightened  land,  as  to  cherish 
the  idea  of  re-establishing  Freemasonry.  There  is  no  nse  in  contend- 
ing, at  this  late  hour,  that  the  principles  on  which  it  was  bnilt  are 
sound,  benevolent  and  virtuous ;  public  opinion  is  agunst  it,  and  it  is 
the  height  of  folly  to  court  disfranchisement."  Col.  Stone,  although  a 
wise  man,  was  a  &lse  prophet,  and  a  bad  Mason.  '*  Man  proposes, 
but  God  disposes." 

Some  one  writes  to  us  to  know  if  a  catholic  can  be  a  Mason. 

The  Catholic  Church  in  this  section  does  not  permit  its  members  to 
belong  to  our  Institution ;  hence  we  say  that  no  true  Catholic  can  con- 
scientiously be  initiated. 

During  the  session  of  the  Q.  G.  Chapter,  we  met  for  the  first 


time  the  well  known  Rob  Morris.  He  was  astonished  not  to  find 
us,  like  himself,  thin  and  care-worn ;  and  we  were  pleased  to  find  him 
though  thin  and  care-worn,  still  strong  and  jovial — full  as  ever  with 
zeal  for  the  Institution.     May  his  labors  yet  be  crowned  with  success. 

Silence  is  often  necessary  with  Masons.     There  is  a  power  in 

it  aptly  described  in  the  following  lines : 

In  silence  mighty  things  are  wroaght — 
Silently  bnilded,  thoa^t  on  thoaght, 

Truth's  temple  greets  the  sky; 
And,  like  a  citadel  with  towers. 
The  seal,  with  its  sabsenrient  powera, 

Is  strengthened  silently. 

Soundless  as  chariots  on  the  snow 
The  saplings  of  the  forest  grow 

To  trees  of  mighty  girth; 
Each  mighty  star  in  silence  bams; 
And  eyeiy  day  in  silence  turns 

The  axle  of  the  earth. 

The  silent  frost,  with  mighty  hand. 
Fetters  the  river  and  the  land 

With  universal  £hain ; 
And,  smitten  by  the  silent  sun, 
The  chain  is  loosed,  the  rivers  run, 

The  lands  are  free  again. 
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LITBBABY   NOTICES. 


'*  ThS  HiSTOBT  of  F&EBBCA80NRT  IN  ElXNTUCKT,    IN  ItS  RELATIONS  TO 

THB  Symbolic  Degrxbs  ;  to  which  are  added,  in  the  form  of  notes 
and  brief  historical  abstracts,  an  American  Masonic  Bibliography ;  a 
Gnrrent  History  of  Cotemporaneous  Events  in  other  States  and  Conn- 
tries  ;  Historical  and  Statistical  Tables,  and  the  entire  Catalogue  of 
the  Masons  of  Kentucky.  By  Rob  Morbis,  0.  M. ;  Author  of  va- 
rioos  Masonic  Works,  and  Lecturer  upon  Masonic  Science.'* 

This  is  a  work  which  must  haye  required  great  labor  in  its  prepara- 
tion, and  much  praise  is  due  the  accomplished  author  for  the  thorough 
manner  in  which  he  has  performed  the  task.     In  the  preface,  he  says : 

The  History  of  a  Grand  Lodge  should  be  a  general  history  of  Ma- 
sonry. This  is  the  idea  with  which  I  set  about  the  preparation  of  this 
Tolume,  gathered  the  materials,  worked  them  up.  To  exhibit  the 
Grand  Lodse  of  Kentucky,  the  venerable  mother  of  the  Craft  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  in  its  various  relations  to  Lodges,  Grand  and  Sub- 
ordinate, in  other  jurisdictions,  has  been  the  design,  just  now  after 
many  years,  erased  from  my  trestle  board,  upon  which  I  have  steadily 
labored.  With  this  view,  I  have  faithfully  drawn  its  merits  and  do- 
merits,  and  arrayed  its  venerable  names,  that  in  the  judgment  of  pos- 
terity we  nuy  have  our  due  share  of  honor  for  mamtaining  and  carry- 
ing forward  the  Listitution  for  nearly  threescore  years. 

The  labor  expended  upon  this  volume  will  best  be  estimated  when  it  is 
known  that  I  have  had  no  predecessor  in  an  American  Masonic  History. 
This  is  the  first  History  of  Masonry  ever  published  in  this  country 
whose  statements  are  facts  alone,  and  for  every  fact  recorded  here,  an 
amount  of  research  has  been  expended  amounting  to  real  extravagance 
in  point  of  time  and  labor.  Like  the  task  of  the  pioneers  in  the  prime- 
val forests  of  the  ,'  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground,"  mine  has  been  to  enter 
alone  into  a  rich  soil  heretofore  unworked,  and  draw,  with  great  labor, 
the  first  fruits  from  the  virgin  fields.  Every  detail  in  comparing  con- 
flicting statements,  reconciling  discrepancies,  etc.,  out  of  which  this 
history  has  been  composed,  partakes,  therefore,  of  the  nature  of  a  dis- 
covery.    So  much  it  was  due  the  author  to  say. 

This  work  should  be  in  every  Masonic  library. 


"  A  CoMPENBIXm  OF  THB  PbOCBEDINGS  OF  THE  GkNEBAL  GbAND  ChAF- 

TEB  OF  RoTAL  Abch  Masons  OF  THB  United  States,  from  the  24th 
day  of  October,  1797,  to  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  September,  18.56 ; 
compiled  by  order  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  by  B.  B.  Fbench, 
General  Grand  Secretary. 

This  is  a  valuable  document  to  establish  the  history  of  R.  A.  Ma- 
sonry in  the  U.  S.  It  can  be  purchased  of  Bro.  French,  who  resides 
in  IfVashington,  D.  C. 
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MASONIC   ITEMS. 


D!F^  Cleveland  Lodge  Boom  on  the  West  side,  in  Chicago,  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  September  alt  The 
loss  was  abont  five  thousand  dollars.     There  was  no  insurance.     We 

are  glad  to  learn  that  the  Charter  was  saved. 

• 

[t#^  Bro.  Cooke  thus  writes  to  the  Voice  of  Masonry,  respecting  a 
recent  visit  to  Bro.  0.  Oliver,  the  distinguished  Englbh  Mason.  **  This 
morning  I  made  great  haste  to  call  on  Bro.  Oliver,  and  had  he  not  been 
a  little  smarter  than  old  men  generally  are,  I  should  have  caught  him  in 
bed.  Indeed,  you  would  not  judge  him  to  be  an  old  man  to  hear  him 
talk.  His  movements  are  veiy  quick,  and  his  eyesight  extraordinary 
good,  as  you  may  judge  firom  his  correcting  a  mistake  in  my  writing, 
he  sitting  opposite  to  me.  You  can  form  an  idea  of  the  pleasure  it 
afforded  me  to  take  this  great  Masonic  historian  by  the  hand,  and  re- 
ceive in  return  a  token,  a  word  and  a  look,  which  none  but  Masons 
understand.  I  expressed  to  him  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  labors, 
for  BO  many  years,  are  held  by  the  Craft  in  the  United  States." 

HP*  The  Winthrop  House  in  Boston,  is  fast  undergoing  a  very  ma- 
terial change,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Masons.  When  completed, 
it  will  contain  one  of  the  finest  Lodge  rooms  in  the  country. 

U^  Four  heavy  silver  ladles,  three  of  which  bear  inscriptions  which 
show  when  they  were  presented  to  St  John's  Lodge,  Boston,  have  just 
been  found,  after  having  lain  for  several  years  in  the  private  drawer  of 
an  old  cabinet.  They  were  placed  there  by  Past  Master  John  Dix- 
well,  M.  D.,  for  safe  keeping,  before  his  death. 

H^  Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  the  members  of  the  Lodges 
in  Massachusetts  have  each  contributed  one  dollar  to  the  purchase  of 
Mount  Vernon. 


[C^  Boston  Encampment  have  presented  a  silver  pitcher  to  Bich- 
mond  Commandery  No.  2,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  gratitude  for  the 
generous  hospitality  extended  to  their  Brother  Sir  Knights  of  the 
De  Molay  Encampment  of  Boston,  May,  1859. 

0^  A  new  hall  is  to  be  dedicated  at  Sturgis,  Michigan,  on  the  4th 
k  the  present  month. 
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Q!^  The  Grand  Lodge  of  CoDnecticut  is  collecting  a  Masonic  library 
ihrougb  <jie  Connecticut  Historical  Society.  Any  persons  baying  Ma- 
sonic books— old  or  new — ^valuable  or  worthless^ — ^which  they  wish  to 
part  with,  will  be  relieved  of  them  by  Bro.  N.  N.  Barrett,  of  Collins- 
yille,  Conn.,  President  of  the  Society  aforesaid. 


[JCF^  Perhaps  some  of  oar  readers  are  not  aware  that  a  very  fine  Ma* 
sonic  library  has  been  published  by  Bro.  Hyneman,  of  the  Mirror  and 
Keystone,    It  oan  be  had  for  the  small  sum  of  six  dollars. 


K^  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Spanish  Eepublic  of  Santo  Domingo, 
was  regularly  formed  by  several  Lodges,  legally  established,  holding 
charters  firom  Europe,  Pennsylvania  and  South  America ;  and  their 
officers  were  duly  installed  on  the  11th  day  of  December,  1858.  It 
has  appointed  Bro.  Andres  Cassard  of  N.  J.,  as  its  representative  near 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  and  Canadas. 


I 

I ' 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Geokgia. — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia 
is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country.  The  Grand  Master  of  that  juris- 
diction made  the  following  appropriate  allusion  to  it  in  his  annual 
address: 

To-day,  my  brethren,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  meets  it  Subor- 
dinate Lodges  in  its  one  hundred  and  twenty-third  annual  Communicar 
tion.  In  looking  back  through  this  long  vista  of  bygone  years,  it 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  no  darkening  shadows  cast  themselves 
athwart  the  field  of  view,  varied  as  it  has  been  by  sunshine  and  by 
shade.  There  is  much  in  our  past  history  to  gratify  us  in  its  recollec- 
tion, and  encourage  us  in  our  hopeful  aspirations  for  the  future.  Riven 
by  no  internal  dissensions — assailed  by  no  outward  violence — contami- 
nated by  no  mingling  of  the  turbid  streams  of  schismatic  strife  with 
it  own  unruffled  current,  fi)r  nearly,  if  not  quite,  a  century  and  a  quar- 
ter, the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its 
way,  and  is  believed  to  be,  at  this  dme,  the  solitary  representative 
among  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Union,  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, before  schism  and  innovation  had  combined  to  arrest  its  prosper- 
ity and  diminish  its  usefulness.  Is  it  not  meet  for  us  at  this  day  to 
ponder  the  simple  means  by  which  their  long  career  of  peacefulness 
has  been  preserved  ?  Does  it  not  become  us  to  tread  the  path  our 
predecessors  have  pursued,  with  a  confident  hope  that  we  may  leave  to 
those  who  come  after  us  the  same  firmness  and  stability  which  has  been 
transmitted  to  us  ? 
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CHiiBTBB  OF  THE  FiRSt  LoDOB  IK  Petsoit.— -In  OOF  last  number  we 
laid  before  oar  readers  a  oopj  of  the  Charter  of  the  first  Lodge  in  Detroit. 
We  have  since  learned  the  history  of  that  copy.  The  original  Charter  is  in  the 
archives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  Bro.  Jas.  M.  Austin,  Grand  Sec- 
retary of  that  Body,  permitted  Bro.  S.  Hayden  to  take  a  copy,  which  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Bro.  Moore,  who  published  it  in  the  Cincinnati  Review. 

H?"  We  desire  to  retom  our  thanks  to  Sir  Knights  B.  B.  French  and  Sam'l 
G.  Bisk,  for  their  kindness  and  courtesy  in  enabling  us  to  make  reports  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  G.  G.  Encampment  and  G.  G.  Chapter. 

Q^  During  the  meeting  of  the  national  Masonic  bodies  wo  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  the  acquaintance  of  several  distinguished  Masons  whom  we  had 
not  met  before.  Such  a  galaxy  of  worthy  and  gifted  Brethren  is  seldom  seen. 
Mackey,  the  jurist,  genid  and  warm-hearted ;  Pike,  the  scholar,  physicaUj  as 
mentally,  a  fine  specimen  of  nature's  workmanship ;  Hillyer,  eloquent  in  de- 
bate, polished  and  urbane  in  deportment ;  Lewis,  distinguished  for  legal  acumen ; 
B.  B.  French,  one  of  nature's  noblemen ;  Hubbard,  learned  in  lore  of  Knight- 
hood ;  Tucker,  a  veteran  who  won  the  praise  of  the  Craft  in  the  anti-Masonic 
excitement ;  Melady,  conspicuous  with  his  knee  breeches,  shoe  buckles  and 
queue ;  Risk,  with  a  true  Masonic  heart  and  large  love  of  the  Institution ;  Morris, 
indefatigable,  zealous,  and  overflowing  with  good  nature  and  poetic  spirit; — 
these  and  a  host  of  others  whose  names  our  space  will  not  permit  us  to  give, . 
were  the  men  who  assembled  to  deliberate  for  the  interests  of  the  Craft  In 
such  hands  those  interests  could  not  suffer. 


French  and  Macket. — We  regard  the  choice  of  presiding  officers  for  the 
Grand  Encampment  and  G.  G.  Chapter  as  peculiarly  fortunate.  Sir  Kt  B.  B. 
French  has  long  studied  the  history  of  the  order  of  Knighthood,  and  is  a  most 
courteous  and  magnanimous  member  of  that  body.  Camp  A.  G.  Mackey  has 
paid  great  attention  to  R.  A.  Masonry.  Under  his  gnidance,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  G.  G.  body  will  receive  new  life. 


SuKDAT  Leader. — This  is  the  title  of  a  weekly  paper,  devoted  to  "  Litera- 
ture^ Romance,  News,  Sporting  Intelligence,  Local  Afiairs,  Music,  and  the 
Drama."  It  is  published  every  Sunday  morning  by  S.  P.  Rounds  &  Co.,  and 
is  a  very  valuable  family  sheet.  Price,  single  copy  one  year,  $2.00;  four 
copies,  $6.00;  eight  copies,  $12.00;  clubs  of  ten,  with  extra  copy,  $15.00. 
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CHICAGO  AND   DETBOIT: 

VOL  V.  m.  3. 


THE  DIVINE  AUTHENTICITT  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES. 


Wb  regret  to  see  that  Bro.  Rob  Morris,  Orand  Aiaster  of  Ken- 
tacky,  IB  uBing  his  official  position,  as  well  as  the  inflaence  of  his  paper, 
to  destroy  the  universality  of  Masonry,  by  requiring  a  belief  in  the 
divine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures.  He  lately  gave  an  official  opin- 
ion that  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  must  entertain  such  a  belief.  To  sus- 
tain his  opinion,  he  produces  no  authority ,  and  we  unhesitatingly  assert 
that  he  cannot  produce  any.  In  support  of  his  opinion,  he  gives  argu- 
ments which  appe^  to  us  to  be  weak  and  &llacious.    He  says  : 

The  solemn  enunciation  of  immortal  hopes  and  aspirations  at  the 
grave  of  deceased  brothers,  which  the  Master  expresses  in  the  burial 
service,  is  based  solely  upon  our  faith  in  the  divinity  of  Scripture. 

This  we  deny  in  toto.  Suppose  that  Mahommedan  Masons  are  bury- 
ing a  Brother,  could  they  base  their  faith  solely  upon  the  ''  divinity  of 
the  Scriptures  "  ?  Certainly  not.  Masonry  is  not  one  thing  in  the 
United  States  and  another  in  Turkey.  It  is  the  same  aU  over  the 
worl^.  This  is  its  pride  and  boast — ^its  great  characteristic  Again 
we  quote : 

Our  prayers  are  scriptural,  and  they  are  of  divine  import  because 
they  are  scriptural. 

If  the  Bible  is  but  a  history,  however  interesting  and  ancient,  our 
prayers  are  but  historical  expressions,  without  force  or  point,  or  hope 
or  meaning.  If  the  scriptural  statements  are  but  historical,  it  would 
be  as  well  to  pray  in  the  words  of  Gibbon  or  Josephus,  as  those  we  use. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  we  were  ever  instructed  that  a  man  cannot 
appropriately  pray  in  any  language  which  expresses  the  aspirations  of 
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bis  soul,  whether  that  language  be  his  own,  that  of  Oibbon,  of  Jose- 
phus,  or  of  the  Scriptures.     "  Our  prayers  are  scriptural,  and  they  are 
of  divine  import  because  they  are  scriptural"     This  is  merely  begging 
the  question  by  an  unwani^nted  assertion. 
Bro.  Morris  says : 

The  common  sentiment  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  which  is  even 
more  an  index  to  Masonic  Philosophy  than  our  written  books,  is 
shocked  at  the  denial  of  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures. 
We  may  differ  to  some  limited  extent  as  to  certain  portions  of  the 
Bible.  Some  may  believe  that  the  Apochryphal  books  are  genuine, 
some  that  the  New  Testament  is  genuine,  and  some  may  object  to  them 
both ;  hu  aU  Masons,  everytpkere,  accredit  the  Pentateuchal  hooks 
which  contain  the  entire  moral  law  of  Masonry,  as  being  the  mark' 
ings  of  the  fingers  of  €hd.  In  'an  especial  manner  all  Masons  of 
every  creed  believe  that  the  ten  commcmdments  are  the  very  wisdom 
of  Deity,  engraved  on  the  hearts  of  men,  as  a  guide  to  the  performance 
of  all  duties,  whether  relating  to  God,  our  country  or  ourselves.  No 
person  who  doubts  this  ought  to  have  control  over  the  Craf^ 

We  do  not  believe  the  common  sentiment  of  the  Fraternity,  as  Ma- 
sons, is  shocked  at  the  denial  of  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, however  much  the  members,  cu  Christians,  may  be  shocked. 
We  see  no  difficulty  in  any  one,  who  denies  the  divine  authenticity 
of  the  Bible,  subscribing  to  the  latter  part  of  the  quotation.  Masonry 
teaches,  in  her  system  of  practical  morality,  the  truths  enunciated  in 
the  commandments. 

We  make  one  more  quotation  :  *" 

But  I  base  this  edict  of  mine  upon  even  stronger  arguments,  if  pos- 
sible, than  those  I  have  given.  Tour  Master,  in  the  solemn  covenant 
made  by  him  at  his  installation,  publicly  consented  to  the  following  be- 
lief in  scriptural  inspiration,  as  understood  by  Masons.  "  The  holy 
writings,  that  great  light  in  Masonry,  will  guide  you  to  all  truth  ;  it 
will  direct  your  feet  to  the  temple  of  happiness,  and  point  out  to  you 
the  whole  duty  of  man."     (See  Monitor,  p.  126.) 

Again,  on  p.  131,  ''  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  given  as  a  rule 
and  guide  to  your  faith ; "  this  language  is  too  clear  to  be  misunder- 
stood, and,  while  I  give  credit  to  your  Master  for  a  candid  and  honest 
expression  of  his  opinions,  as  a  man  and  a  Mason,  I  cannot  excuse  him 
for  thus  making  a  public  assent,  so  plainly  expressed  in  our  printed 
Monitors,  when,  as  he  now  declares,  he  did  not  believe  them.  There 
is  but  one  other  portion  of  this  subject  to  which  I  allude,  viz :  that 
your  Master  now  affirms  his  belief  in  Deity,  although  not  in  the  divine 
authenticity  of  Scripture.  This  logic  is  not  good.  The  only  idea  any 
of  us  have  of  Deity,  as  related  to  us  in  any  moral  sense,  we  gain  from 
the  Scriptures ;  outside  of  that,  all  knowledge  of  a  future  state  and  of 
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our  responfflbiliiy  to  God  is  but  a  blank ;  onteide  of  that,  the  wisest 
man  in  the  world  stands  on  the  level  of  ignoranoe  with  the  lowest. 

We  see  no  difficulty  in  a  Master  assenting  to  the  charges  in  the  Moni- 
tor, and  yet  doubting  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures.  The 
Bible  may  be  holy  in  his  judgment,  as  any  truth  is  holy — as  all  truths 
are  holy.  By  what  authority  is  he  to  be  deprived  of  his  individual 
judgment  in  thb  matter  ? 

As  a  Mason,  we  neither  advocate  nor  deny  the  divine  authenticity 
of  the  Scriptures.  Masonry  leaves  each  member  to  judge  of  the  Bible 
in  that  respect  as  his  sense  of  right  and  wrong  dictates,  and  the  efforts 
which  are  made  to  enforce  different  views  and  make  our  Institution  a 
sectarian — a  Christian  one,  are  calculated  to  destroy  it 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  may  say,  that  the  Gband  Lodge 
of  Iowa,  at  its  last  session,  repealed  the  resolutions  previously  passed, 
by  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Eesoived,  That  while  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  yields  to  none  in  its 
respect  or  afifection  for  the  Great  Light,  it  considers  all  legislation  on 
that  subject  an  innovation.     Therefore, 

Besoived,  That  the  19th  General  Begnlation,  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  at  the  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  lo55,  held  at 
Keosauqua,  and  to  be  found  on  page  116  of  the  2nd  Vol.  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  this  Ghrand  Lodge,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Mirror  and  Keystone  wrote  at  the  time 
respecting  this  action : 

All  the  **  old  hands"  and  all  the  young  ones  who  were  opposed  to 
innovations,  were  opposed  to  the  resolution  of  1855,  and  sucn  was  the 
readiness  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  rescinded  its  error  when  pointed 
oat,  that  out  of  some  200  members  present,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
deeply  interested  in  the  result,  there  were  but  four  or  six  votes  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  rescinding.  *  *  *  *  I  feel  that  we  have  achieved 
a  great  result,  that  Iowa  now  stands  upon  the  side  of  conservatism,  and 
that  the  taunt  of  this  great  **  beam  in  ber  own  eye"  cannot  be  thrown 
up  to  her. 

Iowa  has  acted  judiciously.  Seeing  that  she  took  a  wrong  step,  she 
has  retraced  it. 


V[F^  Old  as  Masonry  is,  it  is  yet  but  in  its  infancy,  for  it  will 
probably  live  as  long  as  the  world  shall  exist. 
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IT?   MIGHT   HAVE   BEEN." 


With  heavy  head  bent  on  her  yielding  hand, 

And  half-flashed  cheek,  bathed  in  a  ferered  light— 
With  restless  lips  and  most  nnqniet  eyes, 

A  maiden  sits,  and  looks  oat  on  the  night. 
The  darkness  presses  close  against  the  pane. 

And  silence  lieth  on  the  elm-tree  old. 
Through  whose  wide  branches  steals  the  white-faced  moon, 

In  fltfnl  gleams,  as  thoagh  'twere  oyer  bold. 

She  hears  the  wind  npon  the  pavement  fall, 

And  lifts  her  head  as  if  to  listen  there ; 
Then  wearily  she  taps  against  the  pane, 

Or  folds  more  close  the  ripples  of  her  hair ; 
She  sings  unto  herself  an  idle  strain. 

And  through  its  mnsic  all  her  thoughts  are  seen  ; 
For  all  the  burden  of  the  song  she  sings 

Is,  "  0  my  God !  it  might  have  been !" 

Alas  1  that  words  like  these  should  have  the  power 

To  crush  the  roses  of  her  early  youth — 
That  on  her  altar  of  remembrance  sleeps 

Some  hope,  dismantled  of  its  lore  and  truth— 
That  'mid  the  shadow  of  her  memory  lies 

Some  grave,  moss-covered,  where  she  loves  to  lean, 
And  sadly  sing,  unto  the  form  therein, 

"  It  might  have  been— 0  God !  it  might  have  been  V 

We  all  have  in  our  hearts  some  hidden  place- 
Some  secret  chamber  where  a  cold  corpse  lies — 

The  drapery  of  whose  couch  we  dress  anew, 
Each  day,  beneath  the  pale  glare  of  its  eyes ; 

We  go  from  its  still  presence  to  the  sun. 
To  seek  the  pathways  where  it  once  was  seen. 

And  strive  to  still  the  throbbing  of  our  hearts 
With  this  wild  cry,  "  0  God  I  it  might  have  been !" 

We  mourn  in  secret  o'er  some  buried  love 

In  the  far  Fast,  whence  love  does  not  return, 
And  strive  to  find  among  its  ashes  gray 

Some  lingering  spark  that  yet  may  live  and  bum ; 
And  when  we  see  the  vainness  of  our  task. 

We  flee  away,  far  from  the  hopeless  scene. 
And  folding  close  our  garments  o'er  our  hearts, 

Cry  to  the  winds,  '' O  God !  it  might  have  been ! 


n 
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Where'er  we  go,  in  sanlight  or  in  shade. 

We  monm  some  jewel  which  the  heart  has  missed— 
Some  brow  we  touched  in  days  long  since  gone  bj — 

Some  lips  whose  freshness  and  first  dew  we  kissed ; 
We  shut  out  from  onr  eyes  the  happy  light 

Of  sanbeams  dancing  on  the  hill-side  green, 
And,  like  the  maiden,  ope  them  on  the  night, 

And  C17,  like  her,  "  O  God  1  it  might  have  been  r 


For  Thi  Asblab. 
BEGGING. 


I  YiND  in  the  Ionia  Gazette^  a  paper  published  in  Ionia  oonnty, 
IGchigan,  of  Sept.  28th,  that  one  Dr.  Carrea  has  already  delivered 
some,  and  is  to  deliver  more,  leotores  on  the  subject  of  life  against 
death,  the  preservation  of  health,  JLC.,  charging  twenty-five  cents  to 
each  individual  hearing  the  same.  He  comes  recommended  by  several 
persons,  signing  themselves  as  W.  M's  of  Lodges.  Now  Bro.  Weston, 
I  have  nothing  to  say  as  to  Dr.  Carrea's  being  a  Freemason,  his  pri- 
vate or  public  character,  or  his  lectures.  But  I  do  wjsh  to  know  if 
American  Freemasoniy  upholds,  or  even  countenances,  such  kind  of 
begging.  If  it  does,  I  am  frunk  to  confess  that  I  have  never  been 
able  to  find  it,  in  over  thirty  years'  hard  scratching  and  digging  to  find 
that  which  was  lost  If  I  am  correct,  our  Institution  teaches,  "  Let  not 
thy  right  hand  know  what  thy  left  hand  doeth,"  or,  in  other  words, 
"  When  thou  givest  alms,  give  in  secret,  and  thy  Heavenly  Father  who 
seeth  in  secret,  will  reward  thee  openly." 

Some  of  those  good  and  zealous  Brethren  who  attached  the  W.  M.  to 
their  signatures,  I  do  know  have  never  been  elected  to  fill  that  ofiice  in 
any  Blue  Lodge,  but  are  actually  S.  W's  of  the  same,  and  should 
have  put  some  other  or  more  initials  either  before  or  behind.  As 
Toung  Americanism  is  springing  up  in  all  societies,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  we  should  have  a  little  taste  of  it  among  us.  I  expect  that  some 
win  say,  I  am  an  ''  old  fogy."  If  the  condemnation  of  such  things 
as  is  found  in  the  newspaper  puffing  above  referred  to,  be  old  fogy  ism, 
I  thank  Ood  I  am  numbered  among  that  class. 

Fraternally  Yours,  Michigan. 

ibnta,  Jdich. 
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EDITORIAL   CORjaESPONDENCE. 


DOWAOIAC,  MiOH.,  OOT.  6,  1859. 

My  Dsab  Ashlab: 

Once  more  we  are  blessed  with  beautiful,  bracing  Autumn  weather. 
All  nature  seems  to  smile,  and  bid  the  husbandman  rejoice. 

Since  my  departure  from  home,  I  have  visited  but  few  Lodges. 
Almost  everywhere  I  see  evidences  of  prosperity  among  the  Graft. 
Discord  and  apathy  will,  however,  sometimes  creep  in  among  the  work- 
men. They  are  easily  discovered.  In  this  respect  I  have  seen  a  vast 
change  wrought  in  the  zeal  of  Brethren  in  the  space  of  twelve  months. 
I  could  name  instances,  but  it  would  be  invidious  to  do  so.  It  is  sad 
to  see  good  men  disgusted  with  their  Lodge,  and  growing  less  interest- 
ed in  the  Institution.  This  is  often  their  own  &ult.  If  bad  men  get 
into  their  Lodge ;  if  matters  there  have  been  wrongly  managed ;  why 
do  not  the  true  and  fietithful  give  their  time  and  energies  to  removing 
the  bad  timber  and  reformmg  the  abuses  ?    This  they  can  easily  do. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  this  place  peace  and  harmony  prevail,  and 
the  Lodge  is  progressing  finely.  A  new  and  beautiful  room  ha»  been 
recently  fitted  up,  which  is  a  credit  to  the  Fraternity.  Bros.  Bowlmg, 
Oibbs,  Alward  and  Porter,  are  among  the  zealous  Brethren  whom  I 
have  met.  That  true  and  reliable  Mason,  Bro.  Beckwiih,  is  absent — ; 
much  to  my  regret 

I  stopped  part  of  a  day  at  Ypsilanti,  where  I  have  often  been  be- 
fore, and  where  many  femiliar  fiices  greeted  me.  My  old  friend,  Bro. 
Parks,  I  found  the  same  reliable,  zealous  Mason  as  when,  four  years 
ago,  I  first  grasped  his  hand  and  introduced  myself  to  him.  Ypsilanti 
can  boast  of  not  a  few  bright  and  worthy  members  of  the  Craft.  Bros. 
Marvin,  Curtis  and  Edwards  are  among  this  class,  and  are  ever  wel- 
come where  they  appear  among  the  Fraternity.  At  Y.  my  worthy 
friend,  Sir  Knight  John  Gilbert,  Jr.,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Michigan,  has  a  beautiful  tract  of  land  which 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Bro.  Gilbert  on  the  cars,  and  riding  a  brief  hour  with  him.  To  Bro. 
H.  M.  Curtis  I  would  return  thanks  for  his  personal  attentions. 

At  Ann  Arbor  I  was  immediately  made  ''at  home"  by  Bro. 
Sprague,  who  renewed  the  kindness  of  former  years.  The  Craft  is 
doing  well  in  this  city,  under  the  guidance  of  Bro.  Gott,  W.  M.  I 
regretted  exceedingly  that  I  was  unable  to  see  Bro.  G. 

Ann  Arbor  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  places  in  Michigan,  and  b 
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the  Beat  of  the  State  UmTersity,  which  is  probably  the  best  coQege  in 
the  Western  States.  The  buildings  axe  located  on  beautiful  grounds ; 
and  the  means  of  education  is  &8t  attaining  to  the  high  standard  of 
the  older  eastern  institutions  of  learning. 

Dexter  is  a  small  flourishing  village.  Bro.  Carlisle,  a  very  intelli- 
gent and  bright  Mason,  is  W.  M.,  and  has  been  for  several  years.  I 
found  him  shaking  with  the  ague,  but  able,  nevertheless,  to  extend  a 
warm  greetmg  and  show  me  some  personal  kindness.  The  interests  of 
Masonry  are  well  cared  for  by  our  Brethren  of  Dexter. 

I  made  a  short  visit  at  Jackson,  and  saw  but  few  Brethren.  Bro. 
Geo.  Thurber  laid  me  under  obligations  by  his  attentions. 

At  the  flourishing  village  of  Albion  many  improvements  had  been 
made  since  my  previous  visit  Two  large  brick  blocks,  recently  built, 
add  much  to  the  good  looks  of  the  main  street.  I  was  glad  to  meet, 
after  a  long  separation,  my  worthy  friend,  Bro.  C.  C.  Lane,  ever  ardent 
and  zealous. 

Marshall,  a  beautiful  place,  has  a  flourishing  Lodge  and  Chapter, 
and  a  fine  Lodge  room.  Among  the  most  ardent  and  worthy  Brethren 
I  may  mention  Bros.  Beers  and  Hunt 

At  Battle  Creek  I  missed  two  worthy  Brothers-^.  G.  Goff,  who, 
laden  with  years  and  disease,  had  gone  to  that  bourne  whence  no 
traveller  returns — ^and  Bro.  Hayward,  who  was  temporarily  absent. 
Without  them  I  was  at  a  loss  what  eourse  to  take.  But  I  was  not 
long  in  findmg  old  £riends.  Bros.  Tracy,  Cox,  Thayer  and  others, 
deserve  notice  as  worthy  supporters  of  our  ancient  and  honorable 
Institution. 

Bro.  Wenner,  a  bright  and  ardent  Mason,  welcomed  me  to  Decatur, 
where  there  is  a  flourishmg  Lodge,  some  two  years  old.  Thence  I 
came  to  this  place.  Li  a  few  mijputes  I  shall  again  step  on  board  the 
cars  and  move  westward.  A.  W. 


—■^—^ 


Gbneral  Grand  Chapter. — And  we  are  much  inclined  to  think 
that  a  want  of  supplies  will,  hereafter,  pretty  effectually  nullify  it  as  a 
sociai  Jnstilutian^ — a  character  which,  of  late  years,  it  has  been  grad- 
ually assuming.  We  shall,  in  a  while,  hear  but  little  of  Grand  Bodies, 
for  we  doubt  much  of  the  success  of  the  projected  attempt  to  constitute 
a  General  Grand  Lodge,  even  with  restricted  powers.  The  course  of 
the  General  Ghrand  Chapter  looms  up  before  us.    Requescal  in  peace. 
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BANQUET    OF    KNIGHTS    TEMPLARS 


WAsmNGTON  CoMMANDSBT  No.  1,  E.  T.,  of  Hartford  Conn.,  re- 

1  

cehtly  gave  a  banquet  to  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Seymour.  In  response  to  the 
first  toast,  "  The  President  of  the  United  States,"  Hon.  W.  W.  Eaton 
spoke,  and  said : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  occupied  the  highest  office  that 
can  be  conferred  by  man,  because  it  comes  from  a  free  people,  and  is 
the  highest  position  that  a  gre^t  and  powerfdl  Republic  can  bestow. 
"  The  President  of  the  United  States !  None  can  utter  these  words 
more  appropriately  than  the  Freemasons.  We  find  this  Order  every- 
where. In  the  North,  the  South,  the  West,  the  Middle  States,  in  the 
Territories,  on  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  shores,  and  indeed  the 
world  over,  the  brotherhood  of  Masons  have  planted  their  institution, 
and  they  are  all  ''brothers"  upon  friendly  terms,  actuated  by  the 
same  philanthropic  impulses.  It  is  a  Society  entitled  to  the  confidence 
of  freemen,  for  ne  who  loves  our  Union,  must  honor  and  respect  this 
Order  which  does  so  much  to  bind  together  the  Union  of  confederated 
and  sovereign  States.  (Loud  cheers.)  It  was  fitting  that  this  Toast 
should  be  given  at  this  table.  It  is  not  the  man  but  the  office  that 
draws  to  this  sentiment  a  hearty  response  fi:om  freemen  of  all  parties 
and  all  creeds.  Still  he  could  do  no  less  than  to  allude  to  Washing- 
ton, the  first  President — ^the  distinguished  Statesman,  and  respected 
Mason ;  (loud  cheers ;)  and  to  the  present  Executive  of  the  nation, 
who  has  been  a  ''  Grand  Commander  of  Kniehts  Templars  in  his  own 
State,  and  who,  by  his  spotless  character  and  great  talents,  has  won 
for  himself  the  high  position  of  President  of  this  Republic.  He,  too, 
is  worthy  of  the  sentiment  which  you  propose.  (Loud  cheering.)  He 
trusted  that  in  one  thousand  years  from  this  time  the  descendants  of 
Masons  would  be  here,  and  that  the  first  sentiment  will  then  be,  '*  The 
President  of  the  United  States."     (Loud  and  long  cheers.) 

Gov.  Seymour  responded  to  a  toast  very  happily : 

Whilst  abroad  he  had  often  thought  of  his  brethren  in  Hartford. 
He  had  not  traversed  the  Persian  dominions,  but  he  had  rassed  alons 
their  borders,  and  he  had  visited  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  and 
a  portion  of  Asia.  Everywhere  he  had  seen  the  benefits  of  this  Or- 
der. In  every  country  its  mission— charity  and  brotherly  kindness — 
was  the  same.  (Cheers.)  It  was  the  same  the  world  over ;  and  hav- 
ing seen  its  great  benefits,  he  was  resolved  to  do  all  he  could  to  sustain 
the  Order.  (Loud  cheers.)  He  had  visited  Jfafta,  where  the  Knight 
Templars  had  made  the  last  stand  against  the  enemies  of  the  Order. 
The  English  have  a  military  force  there.  The  Americans  have  a  Con- 
sul there,  an  estimable  man.  During  his  visit,  the  Knights  Templars 
called  a  special  meeting  on  his  account — ^no,  not  on  his  account — but 
as  a  compliment  to  our  country  and  its  institutions.     (Loud  cheers.) 
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Here  he  saw  a  British  officer  initiated,  and  here  he  watf  informed  that 
he  (Seymour)  had  been  nnanimonslj,  elected  an  honorary  member  of 
the  Ghrand  Lodge  of  the  Knights  Templars  of  Malta,  and  he  was  re- 
qtiested  to  report  the  proceedings  of  that  evening  to  his  brethren  in 
Hartford.  (Cheers.)  He  had  found  Masons  in  eveiy  land,  ready  to 
take  him  by  the  hand ;  and  in  eveiy  place  he  had  observed  the  same 
sreat  principles  of  benevolence  and  Christian  virtnes  among  them.  On 
hie  way  home  he  met  upon  the  steamer,  on  the  Atlantic,  a  sentleman, 
from  Boston,  Mr.  Tucker,  a  Knight  Temdar.  Mr.  T.  gladdened  his 
heart  by  an  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Knights  Tempkrs  of  Massa- 
clnisetts  and  of  Virginia,  which  had  taken  place  a  fow  months  pre- 
viously. The  proceeding?  of  that  occasion  of  commingling  of  the 
brotherhoods  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  States,  are  published  in  a 
namphlet,  and  they  truly  show  the  spirit  of  the  Order.  Here,  in  our 
nappy  country,  it  tends  greatly  to  uphold  and  protect  the  Union  of  the 
States,  and  to  cultivate  a  sentiment  of  good  wul  and  of  friendship  be- 
tween all  sections  of  the  nation.     (Loud  and  long  cheers.) 


-»♦.-* 


OiTT  TO  Clkvblanb  Lodob. — The  proprietors  of  the  Tremont 
House,  Chicago,  recently  presented  fifty  dollars  to  Cleveland  Lodge, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  correspondence  : 

W,  B.  JBgan,  E»q,,  Master  of  Oievekmd  Lodge : 

Dbab  Sib  :  Learning  of  the  misfortune  of  your  Lodge,  in  losing  all 
their  furniture  in  the  late  fire,  you  will  please  accept  the  enclosed  check 
for  $50,  which  you  will  present  to  your  Lodge  in  our  name.  Hoping 
you  may  soon  again  be  ready  for  work,  we  remain  tyours, 

Oaob,  Bro.  k  Dbakb,  TVemarU  ffouee, 
Chicago,  Oct  6,  1859. 

OmoAGO,  Oct.  8,  1859. 

Misers.  Gage,  Bro.  4*  Brake,  Tremont  House: 

Gbntlbhbn  :  It  aflfords  me  much  pleasure  to  obey  the  instructions 
of  Cleveland  Lodge,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the 
6th  inst.,  enclosing  your  generous  donation  of  $50.  This  is  a  practi- 
cal manifestation  of  sympathy,  and  again  demonstrates  the  proverbial 
generosity  of  your  house.  Our  loss  was  severe,  but  such  an  evidence 
of  esteem  is  ample  remuneration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Bgan,  W.  M 
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INNOVATIONS. 


We  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  tmth  of  the  following  re- 
marks respecting  Monitors,  published  in  the  Mirror  and  Keystone : 

''Jeremy  L.  Cross  was  another  interpolator  and  innovator,!  and 
added  to  his  Masonic  Ohart  absurdities  that  transcended  anything  that 
Webb  had  introduced.  We  will  only  refer  the  reader  to  a  single  para- 
graph contained  in  his  work,  which  in  the  South  and  West  is  taught  in 
Masonic  Lodges,  as  a  portion  of  the  Masonic  ritual,  to  candidates 
raised  to  the  sublime  degsee  of  a  Master  Mason.  We  refer  to  the 
paragraph  following  the  explanation  of  the  Emblems,  in  the  Master 
Mason's  degree,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

Thus  we  dose  the  explanation  of  the  emblems  .upon  the  solemn 
thought  of  death,  which,  without  revelation,  is  dark  and  gloomy ;  but 
the  Christian  is  suddenly  revived  by  the  ever  green  and  ever  living 
sprig  of  Faith  in  the  merits  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which 
strengthens  him,  with  confidence  and  composure,  to  look  forward  to  a 
blessed  immortality  ;  and  doubts  not  but  in  the  glorious  morn  of  the 
reisurrection,  ^[^his  body  vnU  rise  and  become  as  incorruptible  as  his 
soul,,^^ 

**  Can  anything  be  more  absurd,  more  inconsistent  than  the  sentiment 
expressed  at  the  close  of  the  above  quotation  ?  And  yet  night  afler 
night,  in  Masonic  Lodges,  on  candidates  being  raised  to  the  degree  of 
a  Master  Mason,  they  are  told,  with  all  the  solemnity  the  occasion  in- 
spires, that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Masonic  creed  that  there  is  to  be,  'm  the 
future,  a  resurrection,  and  that  then  the  '  body  will  rise,'  which  had 
long  before  been  eaten  by  worms,  and  they  decayed  and  resolved  into 
other  forms,  and  this  ever  and  constant  changing  matter  will,  at  *  the 
resurrection,'  assume  its  original  form  it  had  while  in  its  probationary 
sphere  on  earth,  and  that  body,  the  material  body,  will  '  become  as  in- 
corruptible  as  his  soul,'  and  all  this  is  published  as  a  dogma  of  Ma- 
sonry, as  an  article  of  Masonic  faith,  as  necessary  and  essential  for 
Masons  to  believe,  without  believing  which,  they  are  infidels,  and  can- 
not be  Freemasons.  (See  Cross's  Masonic  Chart,  p.  41,  and  Macoy's 
Manual,  pp.  82,  83  ;  and  these  works  are  extensively  used  by  Masons, 
recommended  by  Grand  Lodges  and  Grand  Chapters,  and  published  bj 
Masonic  sanction.)  It  is  timiB  the  Craft  were  made  aware  of  the  per- 
nicious and  false  teachings  of  these  Monitors,  Manuals,  &c.,  and  their 
true  character  shown,  that  they  do  not  contain  a  true  exposition  of 
the  ritual  of  Masonry." 
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MASONIC     JUBISPBUDENCB— QUERIES    AND 

REPLIES. 


Please  inform  ns,  tlirotigh  Thb  Ashlar,  where  is  the  proper  place 
for  the  columns  when  at  work  in  the  2d  degree,  and  where  at  other 
times. 

Ans.  When  at  work  in  the  second  degree,  they  should  be  near  the 
door  of  the  ante-room,  arranged  in  a  manner  familiar  to  every  Master 
Mason.  It  is  customary,  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  in  many  Lodges, 
to  let  them  remain  in  the  position  in  which  they  stand  in  the  F.  C.'s 
degree.  Each  Lodge  will,  when  at  work  on  other  degrees,  dispose  of 
them  as  is  most  convenient. 


Bro.  Weston :  Should  a  candidate  be  introduced  fbr  examination 
in  a  degree  higher  than  he  has  taken  ? 

Anb.    Certainly  not,  for  reasons  obvious  to  eveiy  Master  Mason 
who  will  reflect  a  moment. 


Editor  of  The  Ashlar — Dear  Sir  and  Bro. :  A  non-affiliated  Ma- 
son wished  to  enter  our  Lodge,  and  a  motion  was  made  that  he  be 
admitted.     Was  this  right  ? 

Ans.  It  was  not  The  W.  M.  should  decide  such  a  question 
without  motion. 


My  Dear  Bro.  Weston :  Can  a  Master  of  a  Lodge,  without  charges 
being  preferred,  suspend  a  Warden  from  office  ? 

Ans.  We  think  not.  The  Master  should  direct  some  member  to 
prefer  charges  against  the  Warden,  if  he  has  been  guilty  o(  any  offence 
sufficient  to  remove  him  from  office. 


Bro,  W. :  Can  a  member  residing  in  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  be 
regarded  as  a  perpetual  sojourner,  and  be  appointed  by  the  W.  M.  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Lodge  ? 

Ans.  We  do  not  know  of  any  such  person  as  a  perpetual  sojourner. 
No  one  can  be  appointed,  by  the  Master,  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Lodge. 

Ed.  Ashlar — Dear  Bro. :  Can  a  Lodge,  at  the  time  of  its  regular, 
be  opened  in  the  1st  and  2d  degrees  and  not  in  the  dd  ? 

Ans.    The  Master  has  the  power  to  open  in  the  1st  and  2d  degrees 
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only,  but  no  .bafliness  can  be  transacted  in  them.    The  Lodge  should 
always  be  opened  in  the  Sd  degree  at  a  regular  communication. 


Is  it  usual  to  publish  in  the  Masonic  journals  the  names  of  Brethren 
who  have  been  indefinite^  sttspended,  in  cases  where  you  fear  that 
they  will  not  respect  the  Masonic  laws,  and  will  endeavor  to  pahn 
themselves  off  as  Masons  in  good  standing  ? 

Ans.  Names  of  suspended  members  cannot  be  published  unless  by 
authority  derived  from  the  Grand  Lodge.  Of  the  propriety  of  eze^ 
cising  that  authority  in  particular  cases,  each  Lodge  must  judge  for 
itself. 


1st.  Please  answer  whether  a  Master  Mason  indefinite  ntspendsd 
from  his  Lodge  for  U.  M.  C.  similarly  affects  his  standing  in  Chapter 
and  Encampment. 

2nd.  A  Master  Mason  demitted  from  both  Cfhapter  and  JS^neamp- 
menty  at  time  of  his  indefinite  suspension  from  Blue  Lodge,  how  does 
it  affect  his  Masonic  standing  ? 

drd.  A  Brother  indefinitely  suepended  from  his  Lodge,  nothing  is 
sud  at  time  of  sentence  whether  his  suspension  is  to  be  made  public  or 
not,  but  Haster  requests  Secretary  to  forward  notices  of  his  suspension, 
with  the  Lodge  seal  attached,  to  the  nearest  Lodges.  Was  that  right  ? 
Should  not  there  have  been  some  action  of  the  Lodge  as  to  whether 
his  indefinite  stispension  should  be  made  public  or  not  ? 

Ans.  Ist.  A  Mason  indefinitely  suspended  by  a  Lod'ge,  is  also 
*'  similarly  affected  "  in  his  Chapter  and  Commandeiy. 

2nd.  The  fact  that  he  is  demitted  from  Chapter  and  Commandeiy, 
at  the  time  of  his  suspension,  does  not  alter  the  case. 

3rd.  We  think  the  Master  has  the  right  to  notify  neighboring 
Lodges  of  the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  member.  In  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  several  Grand  Lodges,  giving  notice,  as  stated 
by  our  correspondent,  is  made  imperative. 


Bro»  Weston :  Can  an  E.  A.  or  F.  C.  appear  in  public  Masonic 
processions  ? 

Ans.    He  cannot. 


Ed,  Ashlar — Dear  Bro, :  Must  a  Senior  Warden  take  the  Past 
Master's  degree  before  he  can  act  in  the  place  of  Master  ? 

Ans.    No. 
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MASONIC   BODIES   IN   FRANCE. 


Untobtunatblt,  (I  say  nnfortunatelj,  for  I  consider  it  a  calamitj, 
because  in  Masonic,  as  in  oAer  goyernments,  conflicting  authoritieB 
always  cause  confusion,)  two  legal  Masonic  bodies  do  exist  in  France : 
— the  Grand  Orient,  the  most  ancient  and  regular,  of  which  Prince 
Lucien  Murat  is  Grand  Master,  having  under  its  jurisdiction  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Lodges, — ^and  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  83d,  organ- 
ized in  1804,  of  which  the  Duke  De  Casse  (ex-Minister  of  State,) 
is  Ghrand  Commander,  having  under  its  jurisdiction  eighty  working 
Lodges. 

In  1804  the  Count  De  Oraise  mtroduced  into  France  the  thurty-three 
degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  (Scottish)  Bate,  which  degrees 
he  received  from  the  Supreme  Council,  at  Charleston^  in  South  Caro- 
lina. This  Bite  originated  in  France  in  1760,  under  the  title  of  the 
Rite  of  Perfection.  It  consisted  of  twenty-five  degrees,  and  a  Mason 
named  Morin  was  authorized  to  establish  (propagate)  it  in  America. 
Its  reconstruction  (m  its  present  form)  has  been  attributed  to  Frede- 
rick n,  of  Prussia,  which  is  an  error,  as  the  Scottish  Bite  of  thirty- 
three  degrees  is  imknown  in  Prussia.  It  was  introduced  into  France 
by  the  Count  De  Grasse  at  the  end  of  the  great  revolution,  which 
resulted  in  the  empire — a  time  when  the  people  were  gkd  to  find,  even 
in  Masonry,  the  most  equalizing  of  institutions,  a  sort  of  aristocracy 
and.distinctiveness.  Thus  the  new  Order  succeeded,  and  the  Grand 
Orient,  fearing  its  rivalry,  in  October,  1804,  concluded  a  treaty  with 
it,  by  which  both  bodies  became  united.  This  treaty  was  violated  by 
the  Grand  Council  in  less  than  a  year ;  but,  as  Napoleon  would  not 
fsaSer  any  war  to  exist  in  France,  save  the  one  he  was  waging  against 
tiie  whole  of  Europe,  another  treaty  (a  secret  one)  was  entered  into  by 
the  two  bodies,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Orient  was  limited 
to  the  three  symbolic  degrees  and  the  degree  of  Bose  Croix,  while  the 
Supreme  Coundl  retained  its  authority  over  the  higher  ones. 

Upon  the  ML  of  Napoleon,  many  of  the  most  influential  members 
of  the  Supreme  Council  were  exiled  in  consequence  of  their  political 
opinions.  The  Grand  Orient,  which,  in  its  desire  to  avoid  (prevent) 
schism,  had  not  only  united  with  that  body,  but,  after  the  disruption 
of  the  union,  had,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  circumscribed  its  own  author- 
ity, embraced  this  opportunity  to  annul  the  treaty  before  made,  and 
resumed  its  authority  over  the  Rite  of  Perfectiou,  of  which  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  (Scottish)  Rite  was  but  an  arbitrary  modification;  and 


116  THE   ASHLAB. 

the  authority  thus  resumed  was  acknowledged  bj  almost  all  the  Lodges 
conferring  those  degrees  in  France. 

In  1824,  all  political  animosities  and  passions  being  appeased,  the 
members  of  the  Supreme  Council  reorganized  that  body,  and  claimed 
for  it  its  former  powers.  Thereupon  commenced  dbputes,  projected 
treaties,  &c.,  between,  the  two  bodies,  until  at  last,  tired  of  quarrels 
firom  which  no  good  resulted,  a  peace  was  made,  by  which  both  bodies 
were  acknowledged  as  legal ;  and,  though  it  is  indisputably  true  that 
the  Grrand  Orient  is  the  only  legitimate  power  by  which  Lodges  in  both 
Kites  can  be  constituted  in  the  French  dominions,  the  Supreme  Council 
claims  and  exercises  the  authority  of  constituting  Lodges  in  the  Scottish 
Rite. — Letter  of  Bro.  Le  Blanc  Marconnay,  Mcater  of  the  Lodge 
La  ChmerUe  Amitte,  Paris. 


THOMAS    SM?IT|H    WEBB. 


Antthino  pertaining  to  Bro.  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  cannot  fail  to 
interest  the  Craft.  We  find  in  the  last  Voice  of  Masonry  the  follow- 
ing account,  given  by  Bro.  Jas.  Collins  : 

My  recollections  with  regard  to  Bro.  Webb  are,  in  most  particulars, 
so  vague  and  indefinite  as  not  to  afibrd  many  very  reliable  statistics. 
I  knew  him  by  sight,  as  he  was  fiimiliarly  called  Tom  Webb,  as  early 
as  1813,  '14  and  '15,  but  my  intimate  acquaintance  did  not  commence 
until  the  16th  of  August,  1818,  the  evening  on  which  I  received  the 
degree  of  E.  A.,  and  firom  that  time  until  early  in  the  winter  of  1819 1 
was  with  him  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time. 

I  think,  from  what  I  can  now  recollect  of  his  account  of  himself, 
diat  he  must  have  been  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but  may  have  been  a 
Scotchman ;  at  any  rate  his  connections  must  have  been  on  the  old 
continent,  as  I  have  often  heard  him  speak  of  writing  them  there.  I 
have  often  heard  him  speak  of  his  fiither,  Joseph  Webb,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  who  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
at  Boston,  and  all  parts  within  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  in 
1771,  which  appointment  he  held  until  1777  ;  when,  after  the  revolu- 
tionary troubles  were  at  an  end,  it  was  thought  best  to  establish  an 
independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  of  which  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  1782. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  small  in  stature,  dark  complezioned,  and 
anything  but  prepossessing  in  his  appearance.  His  fiither  had  intended 
him  for  the  law*  He  graduated  in  the  classical  department  with  the 
highest  honors,  and  had  nedrly  finished  the  study  of  his  profession 


THE   ASHLAB.  117 

when  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  from  that  lime  abandoned  the 
idea  of  the  kw  and  paid  his  whole  attention  to  the  Institutton,  and 
made  frequent  visits  to  his  friends  in  the  old  country  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  himself. 

Ss  manner  of  teachine  was  very  familiar,  easy  and  communicative ; 
a  .sticider  as  to  words  or  letters,  but  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
patience,  accompanied  with  explanations,  illustrations  and  all  manner 
of  anecdotes  calculated  to  make  such  impressions  upon  the  memory  as 
to  rivet  his  particular  phraseology  in  such  a  manner  as  not  easily  to  be 
forgotten. 


DEATH    OF   BBO.    WM.    C.    BABKEB. 


Office  of  Gb.  Sbc't  of  M.  W.  Gr.  Lodob  of  Bhodb  Island,  } 

Prouidenee,  October  3,  A,  L.  5859.         ) 

Editob  or  The  Ashlab: 

J}ear  Sir  and  Bro. — ^It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of 
the  death  of  R.  W.  Wiluam  C.  Babkbb,  late  Grand  Secretary  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  which  event  took  place  at  his  residence  in  this  city,  on 
Tuesday,  September  27,  A.  L.  5859.  ^ 

Bro.  Barker  first  received  light  in  Masonry  in  St  John's  Lodge, 
Providence,  in  June,  A.  L.  5821.  He  was  exalted  in  Providence 
Boyal  Arch  Chapter,  in  January,  A.  L.  5826,  was  created  a  Knight 
Templar  in  St.  -John's  Encampment,  Providence,  the  same  year,  and 
received  the  degree  of  Boyal  and  Select  Master  in  Providence  Council, 
February  11,  A.  L.  5848. 

His  Masonic  life  has  been  one  of  untiring  and  continued  usefulness. 
Filling,  from  time  to  time,  the  various  subordinate  offices  in  the  several 
degrees,  he  has  been  also  W.  Master  of  the  Lodge,  High  Priest  of 
the  Chapter,  Commander  of  the  Encampment,  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  Grand  High  Priest. 

At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  Secretary  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
which  ofBce  he  had  held  for  seventeen  years ;  Secretary  of  the  Chap- 
ter fer  the  past  fourteen  years ;  Becorder  of  the  Council  for  eleven 
years;  Commander  of  the  Encampment;  Secretary  of  the  Bhode 
Island  Convention  of  High  Priests ;  Gh-and  Secretary  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  for  ten  years ;  and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
six  years. 

No  member  of  the  Fraternity  held  so  many  offices,  and  no  one 
could  have  passed  away  whose  loss  will  be  more  generally  mourned. 
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Baring  the  stonn  which  raged  in  this  State  so  fiercely  against  Ma- 
sonry, he  was  among  the  fiuthful  who  stood  manfully  for  the  right, 
never  faltering  in  his  devotion  to  the  troth. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  honored  and  respected  by  all. 

As  a  christian,  he  was  beloved  by  the  church  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  his  Brethren  mourn  the  loss  of  one  to  whom  they  looked 
for  counsel,  and  in  times  of  trouble  for  consolation  and  sympathy. 

His  remains  were  followed  to  their  last  resting  place  by  a  great 
number  of  Brethren  and  mourners,  and  under  the  solemn  ritual  of  the 
Templar  service  committed  to  the  earth. 

"  Best  to  his  ashes,  and  peace  to  his  soul." 

By  order  of  M.  W.  Jervis  J.  Smith,  Grand  Master, 

Thomas  A.  Dotle,  Acting  Grand  Sbc, 


^^—^•- 


OBJECTIONS    TO    CANDIDATES. 


It  is  now  generally  conceded  that  the  safety  of  our  Institution  rests 
almost  wholly  with  its  individual  members.  Ghiarding  the  portals 
against  the  admission  of  unworthy  men  is  the  only  way  to  prevent  dis- 
cord and  difficulty  in  our  ranks,  and  preserve  peace  and  harmony. 
One  bad  man,  once  within  the  ganctum  tanctortimf  may  in  a  short  time 
sow  the  seeds  of  contention,  which  will  spring  up  and  bear  an  hundred 
fold.  But  it  is  not  simply  the  difficulty  which  an  unworthy  member 
causes  that  should  claun  our  attention  in  this  connection.  His  conduct 
and  character  bring  reproach  on  our  ancient  society,  and  injure  it  in  tlie 
eyes  of  the  pro&ne. 

There  is,  and  has  been  for  years,  too  little  attention  paid  to  the  qual- 
ifications of  candidates.  Lodges  seem  to  be  imbued  with  the  idea  that 
the  more  members  they  gain,  the  greater  their  success.  This  is  too 
often  the  case  with  new  Lodges.  Con^encing  with  few  members,  and 
having  a  large  expense  staring  them  in  the  face,  the  Brethren  are  over- 
anxious to  replenish  the  funds  of  their  treasury  by  doing  a  large 
amount  of  work.  Nothing  can  be  more  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of  a 
subordinate  body,  and  it  seems  strange  indeed  that  every  Mason  does 
not  see  this  plainly. 

Quality  and  not  quantity  should  be  the  criterion.  This  should  be 
remembered  by  every  member  when  he  is  called  upon  to  ballot  for  a 


THE   ASHLAS.  119 

eandidate.  If  he  is  not  satisfied  that  the  person  desiring  the  benefits 
of  Masonry  is  worthy,  he  should  unhesitatingly  east  a  black  ball.  Yet 
how  often  do  we  see  Brethren  avoiding  the  individual  responsibility  by 
keeping  away  from  the  Lodge,  or  asking  to  be  excused  from  voting ! 
How  many  there  are  who  cast  a  white  ball  when  they  have  strong 
doubts  in  their  minds  as  to  the  fitness  of  the  candidate !  This  is 
wholly  and  entirely  wrong,  and  those  who  act  thus  are  not  true  to 
themselves — are  not  true  to  the  Institution.  They  are  &lse  to  the  trust 
reposed  in  them,  and  violate  a  plain  and  imperative  duty.  They  can 
find  no  reasonable  excuse  for  their  conduct — ^no  palliation.  Only  by 
a  free  and  fearless  use  of  the  black  ball  can  our  time-honored  Institu- 
tion be  securely  guarded. 


r*«- 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  CALIFORNIA  REPORT  ON  F.  C. 


Ths  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  [Florida]  is  again  from  the 
ready  pen  of  Bro.  Thomas  Brown ;  and  it  certainly  well  compensates 
for  the  brevity  of  the  Grand  Master's  Address,  as  it  occupies  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  pages  of  the  volume  before  us.  The  proceed- 
ings of  twenty-^ix  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  of  the  (so 
called)  Phillips  Grand  Lodge,  in  New  York,  and  of  the  two  Grand 
Lodges  in  Canada,  are  reviewed  and  extracted  from  at  length ;  and  a 
comparatively  brief  notice  is  given  to  the  transactions  of  the  *'  Uni- 
versal Masonic  Congress  "  of  1855.  Bro.  Brown  appears  to  entertain 
opinions  similar  to  our  own  in  regard  to  the  inexpediency  of  attempting 
to  establish  Masonic  colleges ;  and,  while  treating  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  Arkansas  and  North  Carolina,  now  both  struggling  with  all  the  diffi- 
culties of  such  an  eflfort,  gives  considerable  space  and  much  good 
reasoning  to  that  subject.  The  publication  of  the  very  peculiar  "  An- 
derson's Constitutions,"  which  accompanied  the  proceedings  of  Florida 
in  1856,  and  which  we  adverted  to  in  our  Report  for  1857,  is  attribut- 
ed by  the  committee  to  the  machinations  of  the  devil — ^in  the  printing 
office.  Probably  that  imp  was  not  intrusted  with  the  superintendence 
of  the  issue  thereafter,  as  we  are  reminded  that  in  the  following  year 
the  Grand  Lodge  succeeded  in  publishing  the  work  intended.  An  ex- 
tract from  the  Report  on  Correspondence  from  Connecticut,  in  1857, 
in  answer  to  some  remarks  of  ours  upon  the  subject  of  Lodges  under 
dispensation,  is  presented  by  Bro.  Brown,  with  the  hope  that  we  will 
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regard  the  argament  therein  set  forth,  **  as  sufficiently  explicit,  and 
cogent  enough  to  remove  all  doubts  on  that  question."  It  is  always 
painful  to  us  to  disappoint  a  brother's  hopes,  but  a  reference  to  our  last 
report,  in  1858,  will  show  that  in  this  instance  we  have  been  plaoed 
under  that  unhappy  necessity,  inasmuch  as  we  were  not  enabled  to 
discover  the  special  cogency  which  he  suggests.  Not  a  little  space  is 
given  by  the  Florida  committee  to  the  consideration  of  the  new  Chris- 
tian test,  which,  within  the  past  three  or  four  years,  has  been  advocated 
by  a  few  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States. '  Our  own  views 
upon  this  subject  have  already  been  presented  sufficiently  often ;  and 
we  have  seen  nothing  thus  far  to  induce  us  to  change  the  opinion  we 
have  heretofore  entertained,  that  it  is  an  absolute  and  positive  "  innova- 
tion upon  the  body  of  Masonry."  From  the  remarks  presented  by 
Bro.  Brown  upon  this  question,  in  the  earlier  portions  of  his  report, 
we  had  supposed  that  he  disagreed  with  us,  toto  codo,  and  was  in  &vor 
of  the  Ohio  proposition  requiring  a  candidate  *'  to  express  an  unquali- 
fied belief  in  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures";  and 
certainly  the  high  commendation  and  cordial  assent  which  he  gives  to 
certain  portions  of  the  publications  of  Delaware,  Mississippi  and  Texas, 
in  reference  to  that  subject,  might  well  lead  to  that  supposition.  But 
at  a  later  period  we  find  him  using  the  following  language : 

We  entirely  agree  with  Bro.  Mackey,  when  he  says  that ''  the  fun- 
damental law  of  Masonry  requures  only  a  belief  in  the  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe."  In  our  experience  we  have  never  known  any 
other  test  of  fiiith  required  of  a  candidate  than  the  declaration  of  a 
belief  and  trust  in  God,  because  such  an  assent  is  an  acknowledgment 
of  a  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  revelation  by  which  a  knowledge  of  His 
existence  is  obtained,  and  that  implied  assent  is  confirmed  by  submit- 
ting to  the  ceremonies  of  initiation.  But  if  we  are  to  understand  by 
this  declaration  of  Bro.  Mackey,  that  he  means  to  say  that  a  man  who 
declares  his  disbelief  in  the  authenticity  of  the  Biwe,  as  recorded  bjf 
Moses  and  the  Prophets,  can  be  made  a  Mason,  then  we  say  we  en- 
tirely disagree  with  him  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  say  with  equal 
assurance,  if  the  opinions  declared  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ohio  and 
Texas, — ^that  **  a  distinct  avowal  of  a  belief  in  the  divine  authenticity 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  to  Masonic  ad- 
mission in  all  Christian  countries,  — ^is  to  be  understood  as  including 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  the  New  Testament,  then  we  say  we 
entirely  disagree  with  them,  and  reeard  such  a  "  prerequisite  "  as  a 
palpable  innovation  upon  the  established  landmarks  of  the  Order." 

Now,  in  all  kindness  and  with  sincere  respect,  we  ask  our  intelligent 
Brother  of  Florida,  if,  upon  a  retrospect  of  the  foregoing  paragraph, 
it  will  not  seem  that  he  has  set  up  two  men  of  straw  for  the  especial 
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purpose  of  briDging  them  both  down  with  an  argumentative  briokbat. 
He  perfectly  coincides  with  Bro.  Mackey  when  he  announces  a  funda- 
mental law  of  Masonry,  which  is  universally  known  to  the  intelligent 
brethren  of  the  Order,  and  which  is  so  plain  and  definite  in  its  lan- 
guage that  it  appears  scarcely  possible  that  its  exact  meaning  should 
be  involved  in  any  doubt ;  but  ho  **  entirely  disagrees"  with  him  if 
that  annanciation  is  intended  to  mean  something  which  it  does  not  say, 
— ^which  it  cannot  possibly  be  construed  into, — ^which  Bro.  Mackey 
probably  never  dreamed  of, — and  which  involves  a  negative  declara- 
tion of  **  disbelief"  which  no  Mason  perhaps  ever  heard  required  of  a 
candidate.     On  the  other  hand,  he  altogether  disagrees  with  the  opin- 
ions advanced  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ohio  and  Texas,  if  they  are 
what  the  words  in  which  they  are  set  forth  unqualifiedly  and  unmistak- 
ably declare  them  to  be ;  but  if  they  are  something  else,  which  then: 
pLunly  written  language  renders  it  impossible  to  suppose,  we  are  left  to 
infer  that  he  cordially  coincides  with  them  in  views  which  as  yet  they 
have  not  presented.    After  all,  then,  stripped  of  the  suppositious  con- 
structions which  Bro.  Brown's  inventive  mind  has  imagined  for  the 
language  of  those  ^m  whom  he  quotes,  his  opinion  appears  to  be  ex- 
actly oars — ^that  the  ancient  and  only  religious  test  heretofore  known 
to  Freemasonry  should  still  remain  the  only  one,  and  that  a  **  declara- 
tion of  a  belief  and  trust  in  Ood  "  is  all,  so  fiir  as  his  religion  is  con- 
cerned, that  should  be  required  of  a  candidate  making  application  for. 
OUT  mysteries. 


►-•♦•- 


D^^  '*  Sheridan,  in  a  measure  like  Shakspeare,  wrote  for  all  time. 
His  comedy — *  The  School  for  Scandal,'  can  never  die  while  the  hu- 
man tongue  has  a  place  in  the  system.  While  it  wags,  the  sharp  satire 
with  which  it  is  barbed  will  sting.  Would  that  the  shafts  would  strike 
home  1  Would  that  all  they  who  laugh  at  the  brilliant  epigrams,  the 
cutting  repartees  of  the  play,  would  take  its  lessons  honestly  to  heart. 
Scandal,  to^Uiy,  as  when  Sheridan  wrote,  is  the  bane  of  society.  It 
works  more  mischief,  entails  more  calamitous  consequences,  lets  loose 
more  scalding  tears,  divides  more  hearts,  destroys  more  pure  and  true 
and  beautiful  afi^tions,  and  makes  more  men  and  women  thoroughly 
miserable  for  life,  than  all  the  other  causes  combined.  It  is  the  Upas 
tree,  in  whose  deadly  shade  broods  Suspicion,  '  poisoning  a  brother's 
eup,'  Envy;  Hatred,  and  an  attendant  train  of  grmning  horrors." 
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DECLARATION  OF  THE  MASONS  OF  CONNECTICUT  IN  1832. 


We  take  pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers  the  following  docu- 
ment, published  by  the  Fraternity  in  Connecticut  in  the  excitement  of 
the  Morgan  times.    It  is  a  sound  document : 


*'  PRBAMBLE. 


**  Whereas,  charges  have  been  made  against  the  Institution  of  Free- 
masonry, accufflng  the  whole  Fraternity  with  having  adopted  and 
cherished  principles  dangerous  to  the  community  and  repugnant  to 
morality  and  religion ;  and  from  the  silence  of  the  members  of  our 
Institution  concerning  these  accusations,  many  persons  have  supposed 
or  may  suppose  that  we  admit  the  truth  of  these  charges,  or  that  we 
cannot  conscientiously  deny  them  : 

*'  We,  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  of  the  subordinate  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  justice  to  ourselves  and  a  decent  re- 
gard for  the  opinions  of  our  fellow-citizens,  demand  from  us  a  public 
avowal  of  the  principles  of  the  Order,  and  of  the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  Institution.  A  declaration  on  this  subject,  dated  December  31  st, 
1831,  having  been  made  and  published  by  our  Brethren  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  which  we  fully  assent,  as 
it  is  strictly  true  in  all  respects,  we  have  adopted  the  same,  and  now 
'  beg  leave  to  present  it  to  the  public* 

,      *'  THE  DECLARATION. 

'*  Whereas,  it  has  been  frequently  asserted  and  published  to  the 
world,  that  in  the  several  degrees  of  FREEMASONRY,  as  they  are 
conferred  in  the  United  States,  the  candidate,  on  his  initiation  and 
subsequent  advancement,  binds  himself  by  oath,  to  sustain  his  Masonic 
brethren  in  acts  which  are  at  variance  with  the  fundamental  principles 
of  morality,  and  incompatible  with  his  duty  as  a  good  and  fiuthful  citi- 
zen. In  justice  therefore  to  themselves,  and  with  a  view  to  establish 
TRUTH  and  expose  imposition,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  and  many  of  us  the  recipients  of  every  degree  of  Freema- 
sonry known  and  acknowledged  in  this  country,  do  most  solemnly 
DENT  the  existence  of  any  such  obligation  in  the  MASONIC  INSTI- 
TUTION, as  fEur  as  our  knowledge  respectively  extends.     And  we  do 


*  ThSi  '*  neeUntlon  "  wu  pubUshed,  DOt  only  in  the  MmodIo  procwdingg,  bat  alao  In  tlM 
publie  newspapers  of  the  day,  and  wu  thus  spread  broad-east  OTer  \b9  State;  and  it  erf- 
dently  IumI  a  tendeney  to  allay  in  a  gnU  measure  tlie  anti-masonlo  fMling  whioh  existed  la 
this  Jorisdietlon,  and  wtiieh  waa  befinning  to  produce  the  unprofitable  flrnlt  of  discord. 
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aho  Bolemnlj  ayer,  that  no  person  is  admitted  to  the  Institution,  with- 
out first  being  made  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  obligations 
which  he  will  be  required  to  incur  and  assume. 

''  Freemasonry  secures  its  members  in  the  freedom  of  thought  and 
of  speech,  and  permits  each  and  every  one  to  act  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience  in  matters  of  religion,  and  of  his  personal 
preferences  in  matters  of  politics.  It  neither  knows,  nor  does  it  assume 
to  inflict  apon  its  erring  members,  however  wide  may  be  their  aberra- 
tions from  duty,  any  penalties  or  punishments  other  than  Admonition, 
Suspension,  and  Expulsion. 

**  The  obligations  of  the  Institution  require  of  its  members  a  strict 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  Gk>d  and  man.  So  far  fr^m  being  bound  by 
any  engagements  inconsistent  with  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
nation,  every  citizen,  who  becomes  a  Mason,  is  doubly  bound  to  be 
true  to  his  God,  his  country,  and  his  fellow-men.  In  the  language  of 
die  "  Ancient  Constitutions "  of  the  Order,  which  are  printed  and 
open  for  public  inspection,  and  which  are  used  as  text  books  in  all  our 
Lodges,  he  is  "  required  to  keep  and  obey  the  moral  law,  to  be  a  quiet 
and  peaceable  citizen,  true  to  his  government  and  just  to  his  country." 

*'  ^sonry  disdains  the  making  of  proselytes.  She  opens  the  por- 
tals of  her  aaylum  to  those  only  who  seek  admission,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  character  unspotted  by  immorality  and  vice.  She  simply 
requires  of  the  candidate  his  assent  to  one  great  fundamental  religious 
truth, — THB  BxiSTXNCs  AiO)  Pbovidencb  OF  GOD,  and  a  practical 
acknowledgment  of  those  infiilliole  doctrines  for  the  government  of  life, 
which  are  written  by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  heart  of  man.* 

"Entertaining  such  sentiments,  as  Masons,  as  Citizens,  as  Chris- 
tians, and  as  moral  men,  and  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
the  Masonic  Institution  has  been,  and  may  continue  to  be,  productive 
of  great  good  to  their  fellow-men ;  and  having  *' received  the  laws  of 
the  Society,  and  its  accumulated  funds,  in  sacred  trust  for  charitable 
purposes,"  the  undersigned  can  neither  renounce  nor  abandon  it. 

**  We  most  cordially  unite  with  our  brethren  of  Massachusetts,  in 
the  declaration  and  hope,  that,  '  should  the  people  of  this  country 
become  so  infatuated  as  to  deprive  Masons  of  their  civil  rights,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  written  constitutions  and  the  wholesome  spirit  of  just 
laws  and  free  government,  a  vast  majority  of  the  Fraternity  will  still 
remain  firm,  confiding  in  God  and  the  rectitude  of  their  intentions  for 
consolation  under  the  trials  to  which  they  may  be  exposed  J 

•  Wh&fc  do  our  firlendfl  of  the  new  test  laj  to  thla  ? 


>  » 
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EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ADDRESS  OF  BRO.  SAMUEL  LAWRENCE 
AT  THE  LAYING  OF  A  CORNER  STONE.* 


When  we  read  in  Ancient  story  of  the  grand  and  solemn  ceremonial 
of  the  religious  mysteries  of  the  nations  now  past  away — ancient  Inde, 
and  Egypt,  and  Greece,  and  Borne — ^however  we  may  bemoan  the 
darkness  visible  in  them  all,  we  cannot  yet  but  respect  them  as  the 
signs  left  of  the  feeling  of  the  nations  after  Truth  in  those  dim  old 
times.  Nay,  we  own  to  a  sense  of  *'  dim,  religious  awe"  even,  as  we 
almost  fed  the  pulse  of  those  dead  nations  beat  in  earnest  response  to 
the  ever-recurring  enquiry  of  Man  concerning  Truth — God — Eternity, 
and  his  future  destiny.  For  every  ceremony  is  but  the  outward  sign 
of  the  inner  thought — ^the  visible  embodiment  of  the  invisible  soul. 
But  if  the  soul  within  be  dark,  grand  though  the  signs  of  its  existence 
and  energy  may  be,  they  must,  nevertheless,  partake  of  its  nature,  and 
be  dark  also.  Hence  the  darkness  that  beclouds  those  ancient  ceremo- 
nials. The  light  that  was  in  them  was  dim,  and  the  outward  sign  must 
needs  be  dark  :  though,  doubtless,  could  we  read  their  significance,  as 
they  were  read  by  those  who  witnessed,  and  more  plainly  by  those  who 
explained  them,  we  might  discover  in  them  more  light  than  to  us  now 
appears :  for  we  are  assured  that  Gtxl  has,  at  no  time,  left  himself 
without  witness  in  the  hearts  of  men. 

It  is  the  privilege  of  Freemasonry  to  be  free  from  this  darkness 
which  shrouds,  and  seems  inherent  in  the  ceremonies  of  those  nations 
to  which  I  have  alluded.  Being  itself  the  Science  of  Light,  there  is 
no  darkness  in  it,  but  it  dispenses  light,  with  mild  and  steady  ray,  from 
every  one  of  its  ceremonies,  public  or  private.  Founded  deep  in  the 
truths  of  the  revealed  word,  it  starts  out  on  its  sacred  mission  armed 
with  all  the  wisdom  of  its  founder,  the  wisest  of  men ;  whose  wisdom 
was  the  direct  gift  of  Heaven,  and  not  the  uncertain  glimmering  of 
human  reason. 

King  of  Grod's  chosen  people,  Solomon  impressed  upon  Freemaaoniy 
those  customs  which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Great  Jehovah 
himself.  Among  them  there  is,  perhaps,  none  which  more  commends 
itself  to  our  notice,  and  our  imitation,  than  that  of  the  dedication  of 
houses  to  some  special  holy  purpose,  to  which  the  ceremony  of  the 
laying  of  the  Comer  Stone  is  only  the  precursor  and  incipient  stage. 

None  can  &il  to  be  impressed  with  the  solemn  beauty  of  his  own 
fervid  invocation  of  the  blessing  of  Jehovah  at  the  dedication  of  the 


*  From  the  Signet  and  JomnaL 
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first  Temple.  We  seem  to  stand,  even  now,  before  the  presence  of  the 
glory  of.  the  Lord  as  we  listen  to  the  prayer  which  he  prayed  with  out- 
stretched hands  before  all  the  people — ''if  any  man  trespass  against 
his  neighbor — if-  Israel  be  smitten  down  before  the  enemy  because  of 
their  sins — when  heaven  is  shut  up,  and  there  is  no  rain  because  they 
have  sinned  against  thee — ^if  there  be  in  the  land  fiimine,  if  there  be 
pestilence,  blasting,  mildew,  locust,  or  if  there  be  caterpillar ;  if  their 
enemy  besiege  them  in  the  land  of  their  cities ;  whatsoever  plague, 
whatsoever  sickness  there  be ;  what  prayer  and  supplication  soever  be 
made  by  any  man,  or  by  aU  thy  people  Israel,  which  shall  know  eveiy 
man  the  plague  of  hia  own  heart,  and  spread  forth  his  hands  towards 
this  house ;  then  hear  thou  in  heaven,  thy  dwellmg-place,  and  forgive, 
and  do,  and  give  to  every  man  according  to  his  ways,  whose  heart  thou 
knowest ;  (for  thou,  even  thou  only,  knowest  the  hearts  of  all  the 
children  of  men.)" 

Tracing  our  custom  to  this  source,  we  find  that  our  ancient  Israel- 
itJsh  Brethren  were  wont  to  dedicate  not  only  their  cities,  and  walls, 
(Neh.  xii.  27,)  and  gates,  and  public  religious  buildings,  but  even 
tiieir  private  dwellings,  to  the  service  of  God,  invoking  upon  them  his 
protection  and  blessing.  In  Deuteronomy  we  learn  there  was  an  ex- 
emption from  military  service,  eveQ  in  time  of  war,  for  him  who  had 
built  a  new  house,  and  had  not  yet  dedicated  it,  (Deut.  zx.  5)  ;  and 
among  the  Psalms  of  King  David  we  have  one  on  the  special  occasion 
of  the  dedication  of  his  house,  (Psa.  xxx.)  Moses  dedicated  the 
Tabernacle  in  the  wilderness,  (Ezod.  xl.,  Num.  vii.) ;  Solomon  the 
first  Temple,  (1  Kings,  viii.)  ;  Zerubbabel  and  *'  the  children  of  the 
captivity,"  the  second  Temple,  (Ezra  vi.  16,  17)  ;  and  Herod,  King 
of  the  Jews,  the  third  Temple,  (Jos.  Antiq.  xv.  ii.  6.) 

The  ceremony  then,  of  dedicating  to  his  service,  and  invoking  the 
blessing  of  Grod  upon  the  building,  is  not  only  of  ancient  date,  but 
hath  holy  warrant  for  its  observance.  To  begin  the  building,  therefore, 
on  the  foundation  of  a  "  tried  Comer  Stone,"  adjusted  and  tried  with 
tools  of  the  temporal  workman  here,  and  blessed  %ith  the  blessing  of 
the  G.  A.  0.  T.  U.  himself,  cannot  be,  in  any  view,  an  idle  ceremony. 
It  hath  more  in  it  to  commend  it  to  our  admiration  and  reverence,  than 
the  mere  antiquity  of  its  custom.  From  it  we  may  all,  if  we  will, 
derive  some  profit. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  inquire  into  its  significance.  And  first,  we 
must  note  the  symbolism  of  its  being  the  foundation  Stone  of  the 
building.     Hence  the  necessity  of  its  being  "well  formed,  true  and 
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trosty."  For  if  the  foandation  be  faulty,  ihe  vhole  buildiog  to  be 
raised  thereon,  will  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  rain.  Now,  in  this 
requirement,  the  Mason  sees  the  e^mbol  of  himself  at  his  initiation. 
He  is  then  taught  to  lay  with  due  oare  the  foundation  Stone  of  his 
moral  and  Masonic  edifice,  resting  it  on  the  Foundation  Stone  of  Free- 
masoniy  itself,  which  is  God.  He  is  advised  with  words  of  tender  ad- 
monition, to  try  himself  with  the  Plumb-line  of  Rectitude,  and  the 
Square  of  Virtue,  divesting  himself  of  all  vices  of  disposition  and  nn- 
evennesses  of  character,  with  the  Gavel  of  Truth,  adding  virtue  to 
virtue,  in  the  gradual  erection  of  his  spiritual  house,  with  the  strong 
cement  of  Brotherly  love,  till  he  become  a  Temple  unto  his  God — a 
Temple  whose  Cape-Stone  shall  be  placed  with  shouting  and  with  praise 
by  the  assembled  hosts  in  the  Celestial  Lodge  above.  And  hb  Breth- 
ren and  the  world  will  try  him  too.  The  foundation  Stone  must  be  a 
tried  Stone.  As  the  inspired  Prophet  sung — **  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zion 
for  a  foundation,  a  Stone,  a  tried  Stone — ^a  precious  Comer  Stone,  a 
sure  foundation." — Is.  zzviii,  16. 

But  the  Comer  Stone  must  be  Square  and  strong — ^a  perfect  Square 
and  of  durable  material.  It  must  be  well  formed,  trae  and  Square, 
or  the  superstraeture  would  soon  partake  of  its  unevenness,  and  com- 
ing out  of  level,  would  crumble  and  fall.  It  must  be  trusty  and  strong 
or  else  it  would  not  be  equal  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  whole  building 
which  is  to  rest  upon  it.  So  in  the  spiritual  edifice  of  the  individual 
Mason,  if  the  foundation  be  faul(y,  the  character  built  upon  it  will 
always  be  fiiulty  too. 

And  here,  let  none  sneer  at  this  comparison  and  analogy  of  material 
things  with  the  immaterial  soul.  All  external  nature — all  matter  is 
the  symbolic  language  of  Deity,  and  the  soul  of  Man  is  part  and  par- 
cel of  his  nature.  And  which  of  us  can  say  how  near  and  intimate 
the  connection  between  ourselves  and  earth,  with  her  rocks  and  trees, 
her  fountains  and  her  flowers,  forever  changing,  forever  renewing, 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  the  Great  Builder  ?  Believe  me,  my  friends, 
there  is  more  trath  4han  &ncy  in  the  sentiment  which  calls  earth  "  our 
Mother  Earth."  From  her  bosom  unceasingly  we  come,  and  to  it 
unceasingly  return. 

But,  in  our  ceremony,  we  pour  on  the  Comer  Stone  of  the  building, 
when  we  have  laid  it,  the  sacred  elements  of  (?om,  Wine^  and  Oil, 
thereby  consecrating  it  to  the  use  for  which  it  is  set  apart.  And  this 
ceremony  hath  its  meaning  too.  '*  Wherefore,  my  Brethren,"  saith  an 
eloquent  Brother,  *'  do  you  carry  Com,  Wine  and  OH  in  your  pro* 
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oessioos,  but  to  remind  you,  that  in  the  pilgrimage  of  human  life,  jou 
are  to  impart  a  portion  of  your  bread  to  feed  the  hungry,  to  send  a 
oup  of  your  Wine  to  cheer  the  sorrowful,  and  to  pour  the  healing  Oil 
of  your  consolation  into  the  wounds  which  sickness  hath  made  in  the 
bodies,  or  affliction  rent  in  the  hearts  of  your  {ellow-travellers  ?  " 

Com,  among  Masons,  is  the  emblem  of  nourishment  and  plenty — 
Wintj  of  refreshment,  and  Oil,  of  consolation  and  joy — ^and  together, 
they  are  used  to  remind  us  of  the  manifold  blessings*  which  our  Heav- 
enly Father,  with  unstinted  love,  showers  on  all  who  walk  before  Him 
in  a  consistent  discharge  of  the  duties  they  owe  to  Him,  their  neighbor 
and  themselves.  These  blessings  we  have  this  day  invoked  on  all  who 
are  engaged  in  the  work  of  erecting  this  building,  to  be  set  apart  and 
consecrate  to  the  worship  of  him,  the  Father  of  Lights,  and  giver  of 
eveiy  good  gift.  May  the  work  prosper  in  the  hands  of  the  workmen 
unto  its  final  completion,  and  long  stand  a  monument  to  the  seal  and 
liberality  of  this  community,  and  their  devotion  to  the  service  of  our 
God. 

From  this  brief  explanation  of  the  ceremony  you  have  witnessed 
this  day,  my  friends,  you  will  perceive  that  our  ceremonies  are  not 
idle,  unmeaning  mummeries,  but  that  they  have  an  inner  significancy 
to  make  them  worthy  of  perpetuation.  Freemasonry,  in  its  objects, 
as  well  as  its  antiquity,  is  deserving  of  your  reverence.  Its  teachings, 
all  its  ceremonies,  look  to  the  glory  of  the  GREAT  I  AAI.  As  the 
most  grateful  means  of  advancing  His  glory  here,  it  busies  itself  with 
the  care  of  the  wants  of  His  suffering  children— caring  for  their  physi- 
cal wants — caring  for  their  intellectual  wants — ^and  caring  finally  for 
their  spiritual  wants.  On  this  principle  it  has  constituted  its  Degrees. 
It  impresses  on  its  Sons  the  great  duty  of  humility,  and  the  evil  of 
pride — the  duty  of  labor,  and  the  evil  of  idleness — ^the  duty  of  love  to 
God,  and  the  evil  of  forgetfulness  of  His  claims  and  neglect  of  obedi- 
ence to  His  laws  and  commandments.  As  a  necessary  and  natural 
consequence  of  love  to  God,  the  Father,  it  enforces  its  next  great  tenet 
of  love  to  all  mankind.  His  children. 


►♦.-• 


[tF^  What  is  the  use  of  Masonry  ?  is  often  asked.  The  answer  can 
he  easily  given.  It  is  to  promote  charity  and  brotherly  love,  peace 
and  good  will.    Such  has  been  and  is  its  mbsion. 
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KNOSTICISM,  THE  EABBALA  AND  THE  MYSTERIES, 

AS  OOKHBOTED  WITB  AND  ILLUBTHATIHG  MASONXY.* 


Thus,  if  not  the  wbole  truth,  it  is  yet  a  large  part  of  it,  that  the 
Heathen  Pantheon,  in  its  infinite  diversity  of  names  and  personifica- 
tions, was  but  a  multitudinous,  though,  in  its  origin,  unconscious 
allegory,  of  which  physical  phenomena,  and  principally  the  heavenly 
bodies,  were  the  fundamental  types.     The  glorious  images  of  Divinity 
which  fprmed  Jehovah's  host,  were  the  divine  dynasty  or  real  theoc- 
racy which  governed  the  early  world ;  and  the  men  of  the  golden  age, 
whose  looks  held  commerce  with  the  skies,  and  who  watched  the 
radiant  rulers  bringing  winter  and  summer  to  mortals,  might  be  said 
with  poetic  truth  to  live  in  immediate  communication  with  heaven,  and, 
like  the  Hebrew  patriarchs,  to  see  God  fisice  to  face.     Then  the  gods 
introduced  their  own  worship  among  mankind ;  then  Oannes,  Oe,  or 
Aquarius  rose  from  the  Bed  Sea  to  impart  science  to  the  Babylonians ; 
then  the  bright  Bull  legislated  for  India  and  Crete ;  and  the  lights  of 
heaven,  personified  as  Liber  and  Ceres,  hung  the  Boeotian  hills  with 
vineyards,  and  gave  the  golden  sheaf  to  Eleusis.    The  children  of  men 
were,  in  a  sense,  allied,  or  married,  to  those  sons  of  God  who  sang  the 
jubilee  of  creation ;  and  the  encircling  vault  with  its  countless  stars, 
which,  to  the  excited  imagination  of  the  solitary  Chaldean  wanderer 
appeared  as  animated  intelligence,  might  naturally  be  compared  to  a 
gigantic  ladder,  on  whibh,  in  their  rising  and  setting,  the  angel  lumi- 
naries appeared  to  be  ascending  and  descending  between  earth  and 
heaven.    The  original  revelation  died  out*  of  men's  memories ;  they 
worshiped  the  creature  instead  of  the  Creator ;  and  holding  all  earthly 
things  as  connected  by  eternal  links  of  harmony  and  sympathy  with 
the  heavenly  bodies,  they  united  in  one  view  astronomy,  astrology,  and 
religion.    Long  wandering  thus  in  error,  they  at  length  ceased  to  look 
upon  the  stars  and  external  nature  as  gods ;  and  by  directing  their 
attention  to  the  microcosm  or  narrower  world  of  self,   they  again 
became  acquainted  with  the  true  Ruler  and  Guide  of  the  universe,  and 
used  the  old  fables  and  superstitions  as  symbols  and  allegories,  by 
which  to  convey  and  under  which  to  hide  the  great  truths  which  had 
faded  out  of  most  men's  remembrance. 

In  the  Hebrew  writings,  the  term  "  Heavenly  Hosts  "  includes  not 
only  the  counsellors  and  emissaries  of  Jehovah,  but  also  the  celestial 
luminaries ;  and  the  stars,  imagined  in  the  East  to  be  animated  intelli- 

*  Kztraot  from  an  wUcle  bj  Bio.  Albert  Pike,  In  the  Am.  Quar.  Review  of  Fnemasonty. 
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genoes,  preBiding  oyer  hmnaa  weal  and  woe,  are  identified  with  the 
more  distinctly  impersonated  meseengerB  or  angels,  who  execute  the 
divine  decrees,  and  whose  predominance  in  heaven  is  in  mysterious 
oorrespondenoe  and  relation  with  the  powers  and  dominions  of  the 
earth.  In  Job,  the  morning  Stars  and  the  sons  of  God  are  identified ; 
they  join  in  the  same  chorus  of  praise  to  the  Almighty ;  they  are 
both  susceptible  of  joy ;  they  walk  in  brightness,  and  are  liable  to 
impurity  and  imperfeetion  in  the  sigh^of  Qod.  The  Elohim  originally 
included  not  only  foreign  superstitious  forms,  but  also  all  that  host 
of  heaven  which  was  revealed  in  poetry  to  the  shepherds  of  the 
desert,  now  as  an  encampment  of  warriors,  now  as  careering  in 
chariots  of  fire,  and  now  as  winged  messengers,  ascending  and  de- 
scending the  vault  of  heavei^,  to  communicate  the  will  of  God  to 
mankind. 

"  The  Eternal,"  says  the  Bereshith  Rabba  to  Genesis,  ''  called 
forth  Abraham  and  his  posterity  out  of  the  dominion  of  the  stars.  By 
nature,  the  Israelite  was  a  servant  to  the  stars,  and  born  under  their 
influence,  as  are  the  heathen ;  but  by  virtue  of  the  law  given  on 
Mount  Sinai,  he  became  liberated  from  this  degrading  servitude." 
The  Arabs  had  a  similar  legend.  The  Prophet  Amos  explicitly  asserts 
that  the  Israelites,  in  the  desert,  worshiped,  not  Jehovah,  but  Moloch, 
or  a  star-god,  equivalent  to  Saturn.  The  gods  El  or  Jehovah  were 
not  merely  planetary  or  solar.  Their  symbolism,  like  that  of  every 
other  deity,  was  coextensive  with  nature,  and  with  the  mind  of  man. 
Yet  the  astrological  character  is  assigned  even  to  Jehovah.  He  is 
described  as  seated  on  the  pinnacle  6f  the  universe,  leading  forth  the 
hosts  of  heaven,  and  telling  them  unerringly  by  name  and  number. 
His  stars  are  his  sons  and  his  eyes,  which  run  through  the  whole  world, 
keeping  watch  over  men's  deeds.  The  stars  and  planets  were  properly 
the  angels.  In  Pharisaic  tradition,  as  in  the  phraseology  of  the  New 
Testament,  the  heavenly  host  appears  as  an  angelic  army,  divided  into 
regiments  and  brigades,  under  the  con^mand  of  imaginary  chiefs,  such 
as  Massaloth,  Legion,  Karton,  Gistra,  &c.-— each  Gistra  being  captain 
of  365,000  myriads  of  stars.  The  seven  spirits  which  stand  before 
the  throne,  spoken  of  by  several  Jewish  writers,  and  generally  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  immediately  derived  from  the  Persian  Amshas- 
pands,  were  ultimately  the  seven  planetary  intelligences,  the  original 
model  of  the  seven-branched  golden  candlestick  exhibited  to  Moses  on 
God's  mountain.  The  stare  were  imagined  to  have  fought  in  their 
courses  against  Sisera.     The  heavens  were  spoken  of  as  holding  a 
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predominanoe  oyer  earth,  as  govemiiig  it  by  signs  and  ordinances,  and 
as  containing  the  elements  of  that  astrological  wisdom,  more  especiaUj 
cultivated  by  the  Babylonians  and  Egyptians. 

Each  nation  was  supposed  by  the  Hebrews  to  have  its  own  guardian 
angel,  and  its  own  providential  star.  One  of  the  chief  of  the  celestial 
powers — at  first  Jehovah  himself  in  the  character  of  the  sun,  standing 
in  the  height  of  heaven,  overlooking  and  governing  all  things,  after- 
wards one  of  the  angels  or  subordinate  planetary  genii  of  Babylonian 
or  Persian  mythology — was  the  patron  and  protector  of  their  own 
nation,  **  the  prince  that  standeth  for  the  children  of  the  people." 
The  discords  of  earth  were  accompanied  by  a  warfare  in  the  sky ;  and 
no  people  underwent  the  visitation  of  the  Almighty,  without  a  corres- 
ponding chastisement  being  inflicted  upon  its  tutelaiy  angel. 

The  fallen  angels  were  also  fiillen  stars ;  and  the  first  allusion  to  a 
feud  among  the  spiritual  powers  in  early  Hebrew  mythology,  where 
Babab  and  his  confederates  are  defeated,  like  the  Titans  in  a  battJe 
against  the  Gods,  seems  to  identify  the  rebellious  spirits  as  part  of  the 
visible  heavens,  where  the  "  high  ones  on  high  "  are  punbhed  or 
chained,  as  a  signal  proof  of  God's  power  and  justice.    God,  it  is  said — 

*' Stirs  the  sea  with  his  might — ^by  his  understanding  he  smote 
Rahab— his  breath  clears  the  &ce  of  heaven — his  hand  pierced  the 
crooked  serpent .  .  .  God  withdraws  not  his  anger ;  beneath  him  bow 
the  confederates  of  Rahab." 

Bahab  always  means  a  sea-monster ;  probably  some  such  legendary 
monstrous  dragoon  as,  in  almost  all  mythologies,  is  the  adversary  of 
heaven  and  demon  of  eclipse,  in  whose  belly,  significantly  called  the 
belly  of  hell,  Hercules,  like  Jonah,  passed  three  days,  ultimately 
escaping  with  the  loss  of  his  hair  or  rays.  Chesil,  the  rebellious  giant 
Orion,  represented  in  Job  as  riveted  to  the  sky,  was  compared  to  Ninus 
or  Nimrod,  the  mythical  founder  of  Nineveh  (City  of  Fish)  the  mighty 
hunter,  who  slew  lions  and  panthers  befi)re  the  Lord.  Rahab's  con- 
federates are  probably  the  ''high  ones  on  high,"  the  Chesilim  or 
constellations  in  Isaiah,  the  heavenly  host  or  heavenly  powers,  among 
whose  number  were  found  folly  and  disobedience. 

"  I  beheld,"  says  Pseudo-Enoch,  '*  seven  stars  like  great  blaang 
mountains,  and  like  spirits,  entreating  me.  And  the  angel  said.  This 
place,  until  the  consummation  of  heaven  and  earth,  will  be  the  prison, 
of  the  stars  and  of  the  host  of  heaven.  These  are  the  stars  which 
overstepped  QoA^s  command  before  their  time  arrived ;  and  came  not 
at  their  proper  season;  therefore  was  he  offended  with  them^  and 
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bound  them,  aoiil  die  time  of  the  oonsammation  of  their  crimes  in 
the  secret  year."  And  again :  **  These  seven  stars  are  those  which 
have  transgressed  the  commandment  of  the  Most  High  Ood,  and 
which  are  here  bound  until  the  number  of  the  days  of  their  crimes  be 
completed." 

The  Jewish  and  early  Christian  writers  looked  on  the  worship  of  the 
sun  and  the  elements  with  comparative  indulgence.  Justin  Martyr 
and  Clemens  of  Alexandria  admit  that  Ood  had  appointed  the  stars  as 
legitimate  objects  of  heathen  worship,  in  order  to  preserve  throughout 
the  world  some  tolerable  notions  of  natural  religion.  It  seemed  a 
middle  point  between  heathenism  and  Christianity ;  and  to  it  certain 
emblems  and  ordinances  of  that  &ith  seemed  to  rebte.  The  advent  of 
Christ  was  announced  by  a  star  from  the  East ;  and  his  nativity  was 
celebrated  on  the  shortest  day  of  the  Julian  calendar,  the  day  when,  in 
the  physical  commemoration  of  Persia  and  Egypt,  Mithras  or  Osiris 
was  newly  found.  It  was  then  that  the  acclamations  of  the  host  of 
heaven,  the  unfailing  attendants  of  the  sun,  surrounded,  as  at  the 
spring-dawn  of  creation,  the  cradle  of  his  birth-place,  and  that,  in  the 
words  of  Ignatius,  "  a  star,  with  light  inexpressible,  shone  forth  in  the 
heavens,  to  destroy  the  power  of  magic  and  the  bonds  of  wickedness ; 
for  God  himself  had  appeared,  in  the  form  of  man,  for  the  renewal  of 
eternal  life." 

But  however  infinite  the  variety  of  objects  which  helped  to  develop 
the  notion  of  Deity,  and  eventually  assumed  its  place,  substituting  the 
worship  of  the  cieatuie  for  that  of  the  Creator ;  of  parts  of  the  body, 
for  that  of  the  soul  of  the  universe,  still  the  notion  itself  was  essen- 
tially one  of  unity.  The  idea  of  one  God,  of  a  creative,  productive, 
governing  unity,  resided  in  the  earliest  exertion  of  thought :  and  this 
monotheism  of  the  primitive  ages  makes  every  succeeding  epoch, 
unless  it  be  the  present,  appear  only  as  a  stage  in  the  progress  of 
degeneracy  and  aberration.  Everywhere  in  the  old  faiths  we  find  the 
idea  of  a  supreme  or  presiding  deity.  Amun  or  Osiris  presides  among 
the  many  gods  of  Egypt ;  Pan,  with  the  music  of  his  pipe,  directs  the 
chorus  of  the  constellations,  as  Zeus  leads  the  solemn  procession  of  the 
celestial  troops  in  the  astronomical  theology  of  the  Pythagoreans. 
"  Amidst  an  indefinite  diversity  of  opinions  on  all  other  subjects," 
says  Maximus  Tyrius,  "  the  whole  world  is  unanimous  in  the  belief  of 
one  only  almighty  Ring  and  Father  of  All." 

There  is  always  a  Sovereign  Power,  a  Zeus  or  Deus,  Mahadeva  or 
Adideva,  to  whom  belongs  the  maintenance  of  the  order  of  the  uni- 
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verse.  Among  libe  thousand  gods  of  India,  Ae  doctrine  of  dvrine 
unity  is  never  lost  sight  of;  and  the  ethereal  Jove,  worshipped  by  the 
Persian  in  an  age  before  Xenophanes  or  Anaxagoras,  appears  as 
supremely  comprehensive  and  independent  of  planetaiy  or  elemental 
subdivisions,  as  the  **  Vast  One  "  or  **  Great  Soul  "  of  the  Yedas. 

But  the  simplicity  of  the  belief  of  the  patriarchs  did  not  exclude 
the  employment  of  symbolical  representations*  The  mind  never  rests 
satisfied  with  a  mere  feeling.  That  feeling  ever  strives  to  assume  pre- 
cision and  durability  as  an  idea,  by  some  otUivard  delineation  of  its 
thought.  Even  the  ideas  that  are  above  and  beyond  the  senses,  as  all 
ideas  of  God  are,  require  the  aid  of  the  senses  for  their  expression  and 
communication.  Hence  comes  the  representative  forms  and  symbols 
which  constitute  the  external  investiture  of  eveiy  reli^on ;  attempts  to 
express  a  religious  sentiment  that  is  essentially  one,  and  that  vainly 
struggles  for  adequate  external  utterance,  striving  to  tell  to  one  man, 
to  paini  to  him,  an  idea  existing  in  the  mind  of  another,  and  essen- 
tially incapable  of  utterance  or  description,  in  a  language  all  the  words 
of  which  have  a  sensuous  meaning.  Thus,  the  idea  being  perhaps  the 
same  in  all,  its  expressions  and  utterances  are  infinitely  various,  and 
branch  into  an  indefinite  diversity  of  creeds  and  sects* 
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Q^  **  There  is  a  wondrous  beauty  in  the  theory  of  Masoniy— -a 
beauty  altogether  inimitable.  Which  of  us  has  not  had  an  image  of 
this  fair  and  lovely  thing  ?  To  me  it  is  that  of  a  band  of  men,  homoge- 
neous in  their  mental,  moral  and  physical  structure — Gloving  the  same 
things,  hating  the  same  things,  pursuing  the  same  things,  avoiding  the 
same  things.  It  is  the  imago  of  a  society  in  which  the  social  element 
is  perfectly  developed.  It  is  that  of  a  school,  in  which  all  hearts  are 
bent  upon  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  It  is  an  image  of  Ajnlgrtm- 
age,  in  which  each,  with  the  most  amiable  and  implicit  self-denial,  aids 
the  other,  and  the  journey,  though  in  reality  long  and  arduous,  is  made 
easy  and  short  by  mutual  relief,  sympathy,  and  reliance  upon  God;  I 
care  not  who  may  smile  at  images  they  may  deem  exaggerated — ^for,  in 
its  pure  theoretic  form,  Masonry  is  all  that  is  alluring  to  the  good  and 
true.  It  is  a  family  in  which  love  is  the  cement  It  is  a  consociation 
whose  rules,  twenty-eight  centuries  have  proved  to  be  perfectly  adapted 
to  their  respective  places." 
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THE   MASONIC   JOURNAL. 


Thsrb  is  published  at  Haverhill,  Mass.,  a  very  neat  little  Masonic 
sheet,  by  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Chase,  which  possesses  mnch  valuable  ai\d  inter- 
esting matter.  We  have  on  many  occasions  quoted  from  its  columns. 
It  is  published  on  the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month,  at  one  dollar 
per  annum. 

Bro.  Chase  experiences  some  of  the  disappointments  and  vexations 
to  which  we  are  subject     In  his  last  number  is  the  following : 

Look  on  this.  M.  Emerson,  of  Portland,  Me.,  refuses  to  take  his 
Journal  from  the  Postoffice — so  the  Postmaster  says.  He  otaes  its  for 
over  two  yecars.    Is  he  a  Mason  ? 

And  then  on  this.  Bro.  0.  F.  Sargent  writes  that  he  has  re- 
moved from  Bangor  to  Boston,  and  requests  that  his  Journal  may  be 
sent  according,  as  he  *'  cannot  afford  to  dispense  with  the  interesting 
little  sheet"  Need  we  apply  the  square  to  see  which  of  these  has 
acted  the  most  Masonic  with  us?  *'  He  that  is  unjust  in  little,  will  be 
unjust  also  in  that  which  is  much." 

We  have  been  subjected  to  similar  treatment  in  many  instances. 
But  a  few  weeks  ago  a  Brother  subscribed  fi)r  the  present  volume  of 
Thx  Ashlab.  We  sent  him  the  September  and  October  numbers. 
Soon  afl;er,  they  were  returned  sealed  up,  causing  us  to  pay  Mrty  cents 
postage.  A  letter  firom  the  Brother  accompanied  the  package,  saying 
that  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  concluded  not  to  take  the  magazine. 
Numerous  are  the  instances  in  which  after  taking  three,  four  or  five 
numbers  of  a  volume.  Brethren  have  coolly  refused  to  take  more,  and 
have  not  ofi&red  to  pay  for  those  received.  This  is  wholly  wrong,  and 
no  Masonic  publisher  should  be  subjected  to  it  We  cannot  blame 
Bro.  Chase  for  giving  to  the  public  the  name  of  any  man  who  does  not 
deal  with  him  on  the  square. 

From  the  last  number  of  the  Masonic  Journal  we  make  the  follow- 
ing selections : 

Anti-Masonio  Olbanings. — ^We  repeat,  that  Freemasonry  is  hell's 
masterpiece.  The  spirit  with  which  the  true  '*  Freemason  '*  is  animated, 
is  a  lying  spirit,  its  natural  breath  is  slander  and  falsehood.  The  ali- 
ment upon  which  it  lives  is  the  venom  of  devils — and  its  final  abode, 
as  there  is  truth  in  heaven,  shall  be  blackness  of  darkness. — Anti-Ma- 
sonic  Intelligencer,  Hartford,  Ct.,  -^  J),  Strong,  Editor,  1831. 

anti-masonic  nominations. 

For  President,  William  Wirt,  of  Maryland ;  Vice  President,  Amos 
Ellmaker,  of  Pennsylvania ;  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent in  Connecticut,  Calvin  Barbour,  Eli  Ives,  Isaac  Thompson,  Alan- 
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son  Hamlin,  John  Halbrook,  Charles  F.  Sedgwick,  Elisha  Sterns, 
Richard  Hubbard. — Anti-Masonic  Intelligencer,  1832. 

SECRKT  BOOIBTISB.    . 

The  Odd  Fellows,  is  a  new  secret  society,  got  up  by  the  Masons,  in 
which  they  hope  to  preserve  their  principles  and  advantages,  after  Ma- 
sonry is  cloven  down.  All  secret  societies  are  dangerous  to  any  gov- 
ernment, whether  it  be  Monarchical  or  Republican. — Anti'Auuonie 
AbnancK,  1830. 

In  the  New  England  Anti-Masonic  Almanac,  of  1831,  Masonry  is 
represented  thus  : — Big  fiit  fellow,  on  his  apron  is  marked  1820,  rep- 
resenting Masonry  as  it  was ;  lank  lean  fellow,  on  his  apron  is  1831, 
Masonry  as  it  is. 

DIALOGUE — ^JACHIN  AMD  BOAZ. 

Jackin,  Oive  us  thy  hand,  worthy  brother.  Thou  art  emblemati- 
cal of  our  Institution ;  in  another  year  it  will  nersonify  the  walking 
skeleton ;  year  after  its  portly  form  loseth  its  flesn,  and  bereft  of  pub- 
lic favor,  it  pineth  and  wasteth  away. 

Bo(xz.  Truly,  Bro.  Jachin,  our  Institution  hath  seen  its  best  days ; 
it  is  in  vain  that  we  strive  to  brave  the  storm.  Our  strength  constantly 
decreases,  our  funds  are  expended  and  our  credit  gone ;  we  gradually 
perish ;  there  is  no  help  for  the  widow's  son. 

Jachin.  Only  preserve  silence,  secrecy,  caution,  and  we  may  yet 
survive.  Our  Institution  has  lived  so  many  centuries,  it  will  not  perish 
now ;  besides,  do  you  not  observe  the  excitement  is  rapidly  subsiding  ? 

Boaz,  Yes,  brother ;  but  Masonry  is  subsiding  with  it.  This  ex- 
citement is  a  fever  fiistened  upon  our  system.  I  fear  when  it  wholly 
subsides  it  will  carry  us  all  with  it — ^farewell  (with  a  grip.) 

MORB  BEV£LATIONS. 

We  understand,  says  the  Batavia  Times,  that  Solomon  Southwick, 
in  his  sermon  of  three  hours'  length,  delivered  at  the  Leray  '*  Show  " 
on  the  4th,  stated  most  unequivocally,  that  Bonaparte  was  murdered 
by  the  Masons  !  and  that  Masonry  was  the  sole  cause  of  uoitroducing; 
sin  into  our  world  in  the  earden  of  Eden  I  This  is  a  thumper.  If 
the  Masons  have  got  to  &ther  all  the  sins  that  have  been  committed 
since  the  days  of  Adam  and  Eve,  they  will  have  a  dreadful  account  to 
render  at  the  last  day. — American  Masonic  Record,  Albany,  1828. 

BuBNS,  being  in  church,  one  Sunday,  and  having  some  difficulty  in 
procuring  a  seat,  a  young  lady  who  perceived  him,  kindly  made  room 
for  him  in  her  own  pew.  The  sermon  was  on  the  penalties  pronounced 
in  the  Scriptures  upon  sinners,  and  the  preacher  quoted  several  pas- 
sages to  enforce  his  point,  to  which  the  lady  seemed  particularly  atten- 
tive and  somewhat  agitated.  Bums,  on  perceiving  this,  wrote  with  a 
pencil  on  the  leaf  of  a  Bible  the  following  lines : 

'*  Fair  maid,  you  need  not  take  the  hint, 

Nor  idle  text  pursae ; 
'T  was  only  sinners  that  he  meant — 

Not  angels  sach  as  yon." 
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THB    DBAD    MOTHER. 


[JSeUctrti.] 


Why  are  you  lying  there.  Mother, 

Under  that  cold,  grey  stone, 
Always  out  in  the  wind  and  rain, 

Lying  so  still  and  lone  ! 
Little  Minnie  is  very  sick ; 

On  her  lips  the  gathering  foam  — * 
Why  don't  yon  come  and  mind  her  now  ? 

Oh,  Mother,  come  home  I  come  home ! 

Harry  and  I,  ere  we  fell  asleep 

Last  night,  in  oar  Uttle  bed. 
Were  trying  to  think  what  they  meant  by  it 

When  they  told  ns  yon  were  dead  ! 
When  we  asked  oar  fiither,  he  answered, 
,  The  knowledge  wonld  come  with  years, 

Bat  his  hands  were  clasped  before  his  fkce. 

And  befteath  them  fell  big  tears. 

He  said,  't  was  because  yon  were  good,  Mother, 

That  God  took  all  who  were  snch  ; 
Harry  thinks  we  might  get  you  back  again. 

If  we  asked  God  yery  mach ! 
But  why  don't  yoa  speak  when  I  speak  ? 

Why  don't  yon  come  to  as  now. 
To  hear  ns  say  oar  prayers  at  night. 

And  to  kiss  ns  apon  the  brow? 

Old  norse  cries,  and  says  to  Minnie, 

That  with  yoa  she  soon  will  meet ; 
For  night  after  night  on  the  cradle 

Is  a  little  winding-sheet. 
I  'd  rather  that  you  came  back  to  as, 

And  liye  as  yon  ased  to  do ; 
Bat  if  Minnie  is  going  to  see  yoa, 

Oh,  Mother,  may  I  go  too  ? 

The  morning  yoa  spoke  to  as  all  last. 

When  yon  kissed  each  one  and  blessed. 
Yon  said  as  I  was  the  eldest, 

I  shonld  try  to  be  the  best 
And  indeed,  I  try  to  be  good.  Mother, 

Since  yoa  went  'neath  the  cold,  grey  stone. 
Wont  yoa  come  back  and  see  how  good  I  am  ? 

Oh,  Mother,  come  home  1  come  home ! 

9 — VOL,  V.     NO.  in. 
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A    FOOLISH    ATTACK    ON    MASONRY. 


Recbntly,  the  New  York  Independent ,  a  religions  paper,  pablifihed 
the  following : 

''  Masonio  Mummeries. — ^It  is  pitiable  to  see  the  mnmmeries  of 
Masonry  reviyed  upon  public  occasions.  The  moral  dignity  of  the 
late  commemoration  at  Plymouth  was  marred  by  this  child's  play. 
After  the  solemnity  of  prayer,  and  an  address  by  Oov.  Banks  worthy 
of  the  occasion,  a  Masonic  pow-wow  was  held  over  the  stone,  and  then 
it  was  regarded  as  duly  laid.  The  Masonic  Order  is  a  secret  organi- 
zation. It  may  or  may  not  be  politically  dangerous.  It  may  or  may 
not  be  a  moral  and  beneyolent  institution.  It  t9  a  $ecrei  society. 
Good  men  and  respectable  men  may  unite  with  it ;  for  any  man  is  at 
liberty  to  do  a  foolish  thing  upon  his  personal  responability.  But 
committees  acting  in  behalf  of  the  public  upon  occasions  of  common 
interest,  have  no  right  to  bring  any  such  secret  order  into  a  position  of 
honor  and  prominence.  They  have  no  right  to  commit  the  public  to 
the  sanction  of  a  secret  clique  or  faction.  And  such  mummeries  are 
always  in  bad  taste  at  a  public  celebration." 

A  correspondent  of  the  jRevtew  thus  answers  it : 

"  Can  it  be  that  such  sentiments  will  be  tolerated  in  the  columns  of 
a  journal,  side  by  side  with  the  loving,  cheering  and  catholic  utterances 
of  a  large-hearted  and  genial  writer  ?  A  future  infidel,  of  the  Paine 
stamp,  need  turn  no  further  back  than  to  this  Christian  Doctor  of  Divin- 
ity, for  expressions  coarse  and  ribald,  should  he  desire  them,  in  assault- 
ing what  he  may  deem  the  '  mummeries '  of  any  system  of  religion  he 
may  not  believe  or  desire  to  understand.  Make  a  personal  application 
of  the  Doctor's  attempts  at  reasoning  :  Dr.  Thompson  professes  to  be 
a  Christian,  to  have  been  regenerated.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
is  known  only  to  God,  and  possibly  to  himself.  We  do  not  know. 
He  may  or  may  not  be  a  Christian.  Therefore  (to  pursue  the  Doctor's 
logic)  the  presumption  in  the  minds  of  those  not  familiar  with  the  secret, 
must  be,  that  the  Doctor  is  a  hypocrite,  and  the  solemn  and  impressive 
ceremonials  of  Christianity  in  which  he  officiates  are  '  mummeries.' 

**  Out  upon  such  sophbtries.  They  are  the  promptings  of  that  leaven 
of  depravity  remaining  in  some  good  men,  and  it  would  seem  especiaUy 
in  this  Beverend  editor.  It  must  certainly  require  a  large  amount  of 
self-righteousness  and  complacency  for  one  who  proclaims  himself  a 
teacher  of  '  good  will  to  man,'  to  characterize  the  members  of  a  society 
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which  embraoes,  and  has  embraced,  not  only  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  '  good  men  and  respectable  men '  of  onr  land,  bat  thonsanda  emi- 
nent for  intelligence,  patriotism  and  jriety — ^perhaps  more  ministers  of 
the  Gk»pel  than  the  sect  to  which  this  *  moral  dignitary '  belongs  can 
ennmerate — ta  practicing  'mummeries,'  defined  by  Webster  to  be 
'  contemptible  amosements,  bn£boneiy,  fitrcical  show,  hypocritical  di»- 
gaises  and  parade  to  delude  vulgar  minds  I''  How  would  this  Rev- 
erend and  alarmed  Doctor  be  doubly  shocked,  and  with  what  pious 
horror  would  he  hold  up  his  sacred  hands,  were  an  unregenerate  man 
to  stigmatize  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  Christianity  as  '  mummeries,' 
yet  to  many  '  good  men  and  respectable  men '  they  may  appear  so. 
But  even  *  respectable '  sinners  award  to  those  who  appear  to  be  genu- 
ine professors  of  religion,  sincerity  and  honesty  in  the  observance  of 
their  rites,  and  have  too  many  impulses  of  the  gentleman,  to  insult 
them  by  characterizing  their  practices  as  *  mummeries,'  simply  because 
their  meanings  are  not  understood  or  their  significance  felt.  But  what 
is  there,  I  pray  this  Beverend  critic,  in  the  Masonic  ceremonial  in  laying 
comer  stones,  which  should  *  mar  the  moral  dignity '  of  the  occasion  ^ 
to  which  he  refers,  or  which  should  call  forth  his  ire  and  exercise  his 
powers  of  abuse  and  detraction  in  such  a  tirade  of  petty  malignity 
against  '  Secret  Societies.'  If  there  is  anything  in  this  rite,  undigni- 
fied, irreverent,  or  what  would  justly  entitle  it  to  be  stigmatized  as 
'  child's  play  '  or  '  Pow-wow.'  the  Doctor  has  been  the  first  to  make 
the  discovery.  No  unprejudiced  man,  be  he  saint  or  sinner,  I  am 
certain,  upon  reading  or  witnessing  this  impressive  and  appropriate 
ceremonial,  will  agree  with  this  Reverend  Pharisee  in  his  denunciations 
of  it 

"  I  write,  not  to  defend  Masonry  from  this  puny  and  contemptible 
attack.  It  has  withstood  the  potent  and  long<»ntinued  assaults  of 
Popes  and  Councils  and  clerical  bigots,  throughout  its  entire  history ; 
and  by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  has  '  gathered  unto  itself 
power  and  grandeur  and  energy  and  might,'  amidst  the  fell  of  empires 
and  the  ruins  of  felse  systems.  '  It  has  existed  where  all  things  else  of 
human  origin  have  perished — the  tempest  of  persecution  has  not  injured 
it — through  centuries  of  changes  it  has  stood,  changeless  and  serene.' 
But  I  write  as  an  humble  member  of  the  religious  sect,  in  which  this 
'  rigidly  righteous '  Editor  claims  to  be  a  minister  '  appointed  of  God,' 
to  protest  agunst  the  unchristian  spirit  and  unholy  sentiments  of  the 
article  which  I  have  quoted — ^to  deprecate  the  influence  thereof — ^to 
object  to  its  evU  example,  which,  if  followed  by  those  who  do  not  dis- 
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oern  spirihially  the  beautifdl  teadiisgs  of  the  Chrirtian  rifcual,  will  fill 
oar  secular  journals  with  kindred  eflbmons,  ridiculing  the  holy  oidi- 
nanoes  of  God's  house,  and  stigmatizing  them  as  '  chUd's  play,  pow- 
wows and  mummeries.'  It  is  pitiable  '  that  much  of  the  ammunition 
of  the  Devil  is  furnished  by  the  professed  leaders  of  the  army  of  the 
Lord/  and  the  cause  of  Him  whom  the  Ohrisdan  reverenoes  and 
adiwes  receives  the  severest  wounds  in  the  house  of  His  friends/' 


^h-m^t 


LECTURES  OF  THE  BLUE  LODGE. 


It  is  generally  known  that  in  the  North-Westem  States  the  lectures 
and  work  are  those  taught  by  Barney.  There  is  a  considerable  degree 
of  uniformity  in  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  Thus  much  we 
say  of  our  own  personal  knowledge.  In  Minnesota,  we  believe  the 
Ghrand  Master  sets  the  example  of  liberal  individual  judgment,  and 
looks  upon  Barney,  Webb  and  others  as  no  safe  criterion.  In  Indi- 
ana and  Iowa,  we  think  the  ritual  as  taught  by  Barney,  is,  to  a  great 
extent  followed.  That  ritual  is  the  one  which  was  adopted  at  the 
Baltimore  Convention.  We  find  the  following  interesting  comments  on 
the  Lectures  in  the  address  of  Philip  C.  Tucker,  Grand  Master  of 
Vermont : 

**  About  the  year  1800 — twelve  years  after  the  publication  of  Pres- 
ton's '  Illustrations '  —  an  English  brother,  whose  name  I  have  been 
unable  to  obtain,  came  to  Boston  and  taught  the  English  lectures  as 
they  had  been  arranged  by  Preston.  The  Gh*and  Lodge  of  Massa- 
chusetts approved  them,  and  they  were  taught  to  Thomas  S.  Webb  and 
Henry  Fowle,  of  Boston,  and  Brother  Snow,  of  Rhode  Island,  about 
the  year  1801.  Bro.  Benjamin  Gleason,  who  was  a  student  of  Bro. 
Webb,  received  them  from  him  and  embodied  them  in  a  private  key  of 
his  own.  About  the  year  1805,  Bro.  Gleason  was  employed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  to  teach  them  to  all  the  Subordinate 
Lodges  of  that  jurisdiction,  and  was  paid  for  that  service  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  To  those  lectures  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
still  adheres,  with  a  very  slight  variation  in  the  Fellow  Graft  and 
Master's  degrees. 

'*  Bro.  Snow  afterwards  modified  and  changed  the  lectures  he  had 
received,  mingling  with  them  some  changes  from  other  sources,  so  that 
the  system  of  lectures  descending  through  him  is  not  reliable. 
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'*  Bto.  Oleason  wm  appointed  Ghrand  Lecturer  of  ihe  Gnmd  Lodge 
of  Maseaohusetts,  in  1805,  and  that  Ghrand  Lodge  appointed  no  other 
Grand  Leotorer  until  1842.  He  was  a  liberally  eduoated  man,  grad- 
uated at  Brown  UniTersity  in  1802y  and  was  a  pnblic  lecturer  on  (Ge- 
ography and  Astronomy.  He  was  a  member  of  Mount  Lebanon  Lodge, 
in  MasBaebufletts,  and  died  at  Concord  in  that  State,  in  1847,  at  the 
age  of  70  years.  He  visited  England,  and  exemplified  the  Preston 
Lectures,  as  he  had  received  them  fiN>m  Bro.  Webb,  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  and  the  Maaonio  authorities  of  that  Grand  Body 
pronounced  them  correct 

"In  the  year  1817,  Bro.  John  Barney,  formerly  of  Charlotte, 
Yermont,  went  to  Boeton  and  received  the  Preston  Lectures  there,  as 
taught  by  Gleason,  and  a«  they  were  approved  by.  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts.  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  he  received  them  from 
Bro.  Gleason  himself  or  from  Bro.  Henry  Fowle.  My  impression  is 
that  he  received  them  from  Bro.  Fowle.  la  possession  of  these  lec- 
tures he  returned  to  Yermont,  and  at  the  annual  communication  of  our 
Grand  Lodge,  in  October,  1817,  visited  that  Ghrand  Body  and  made 
known  the  fiict.  The  subject  was  submitted  to  a  committee  for  exami- 
nation which  reported  that  these  lectures  '  were  according  to  the  moat 
approved  method  of  work  in  the  United  States,'  and  proposed  to  ^ve 
Bro.  Barney  letters  of  recommendation  '  to  all  Lodges  and  Brethren 
wherever  he  may  wish  to  travel,  as  a  Brother  well  qualified  to  give 
useful  Masonic  information  to  any  who  may  wish  his  services.'  The 
Ghrand  Lodge  accepted  and  adopted  the  report  of  its  committee,  and 
Bro.  Barney,  under  the  recommendation  thus  given,  visited  many  of 
the  then  existing  Lodges  of  this  State,  and  imparted  to  them  a  knowl- 
edge of  these  lectures.  Among  others,  in  the  year  1818,  he  visited 
Dorchester  Lodge,  in  Yergennes,  and  imparted  full  instruction  in  them 
to  B.  W.  Samuel  Willson,  now,  and  for  several  years  past,  Grand  Lec- 
turer of  this  State.  Upon  this  occasion  Bro.  Barney  wrote  out  a  por- 
tion of  them  in  private  key,  and  Bro.  Willson  wrote  out  the  remainder. 
Both  were  written  in  the  same  book,  and  that  part  written  by  Bro. 
Willson  was  examined  carefully  and  approved  by  Bro.  Barney.  That 
original  manuscript  is  still  in  existence,  and  is  now  in  possession  of 
my  son,  Bro.  Philip  C.  Tucker,  Jr.,  of  Galveston,  Texas,  to  whom 
Bro.  Willson  presented  it  a  few  years  ago.  Bro.  W.  has  a  perfect 
copy  of  it,  and  refers  to  it  as  authority  in  all  cases  of  doubt.  Bro. 
Gallup,  of  Liberty  Lodge,  at  Franklin,  was  one  of  the  original  Grand 


140  THE   ASHLAR. 

Lodge  oommiUee,  and  is  stall  living  to  attest  the  ooneetness  and  iden- 
tity of  these  lectures,  as  taught  by  Barney,  in  1817. 

''  These  are  the  only  leetnies  which  have  been  sanctioned  in  this 
jurisdiction  from  October,  1817,  to  the  present  day.  My  predecessors. 
Grand  Masters  Bobinson,  Whitney,  White,  Wales,  and  Haswell,  sus- 
tained them  against  all  innovation,  and  to  the  extent  of  my  power  I 
have  done  the  same. 

*'  I  think,  upon  these  &cts,  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  lectures 
we  use  are  the  true  lectures  of  Preston.  Webb  changed  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  sections  as  fixed  by  Preston,  for  one  which  he  tbou|^t 
more  simple  and  convenient,  but,  as  I  understand,  left  t^  body  of  the 
lectures  themselves  as  Preston  had  established  them. 

"  Subsequently  to.  1818,  Bra.  Barney  went  to  the  Western  and 
South-Westem  States.  He  was  a  man  in  feeble  health  at  the  time,  and 
pursued  Masonic  lecturing  as  a  means  of  subsistence.  Upon  his  re- 
turn to  this  State,  a  few  years  afterwards,  he  stated  to  his  brethren  here 
— as  I  have  been  credibly  informed  and  believe — ^that  he  found  differ 
ent  systems  of  lecturing  prevailing  at  the  West  and  South-West,  and 
that  upon  presenting  the  lectures  he  had  been  taught  at  Boston,  in 
1817,  to  different  Grand  Masters,  thoy  were  objected  to ;  and  that 
various  Ghund  Masters  would  not  sanction  his  lecturing  in  their  juris- 
dictaons,  unless  he  would  teach  the  lectures  then  existing  among  them  ; 
that  desiring  to  pursue  this  occupation,  he  did  learn  the  different  sys- 
tems of  lecturing  then  existing  in  different  States,  and  taught  them  in 
the  different  State  jurisdictions,  as  desired  by  the  different  Grand  Mas- 
ters of  each. 

*'  This  circumstance  accounts  for  the  strange  disagreement  between 
the  East  and  the  West  and  South-West,  as  to  what  are  the  true  Barney 
lectures.  They  meant  one  thing  in  New  England,  and  another  thing 
at  the  West." 


•-.•♦•- 


(tF^  One  of  the  Lodges  in  a  certain  city  is  floored  with  a  Masonic 

carpet     Old  Bro.  C has  been  Senior  Deacon  of  it  for  a  century 

or  two,  and  it  was  always  remarked  that  in  conducting  a  candidate  he 
took  strange  detours.  The  last  time  we  visited  there,  we  discovered 
the  cause — ^there  woe  a  letter  G  on  the  carpet,  and  he  would  not  step 
over  it  I  •  In  fiict  he  had  placed  a  chair  over  it,  for  fear  his  blind  old 
eyes  might  mislead  him.  Good  old  man !  He  has  gone  up  higher, 
and  got  his  reward.—  Voice  of  Maeonry, 


THE    ASHLAB.  Ul 


A    QUEER    MISTAKE. 


Bbo.  Brbnnan  has  published  in  the  American  Freemason  some 
artioles  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  over  the  signature  of  a  *'  Bro. 
Holly,  S.  P.  R.  S."  A  question  has  been  raised  as  to  who  ''Bro. 
HoUj  "  is,  and  it  appears  that  he  is  a  colored  man. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  of  Bro.  Geo.  L.  Barry  respecting  this  matter, 
the  Signet  and  Journal  says : 

Bro.  Barry  well  knows  that  we  are  always  ready  to  furnish  our 
readers  with  all  the  lawful  information  we  can,  but  we  sometimes  are 
in  the  dark  oftrselves.  In  regard  to  that  he  now  seeks,  we  have  no 
light  beyond  the  extract  below,  from  the  "  Ancient  Landmark,"  pub- 
lished a  few  years  since  at  St  Clemens,  Mich.,  by  our  very  worthy  and 
intelligent  Brother,  A.  C.  Smith.  The  number  of  the  '*  Landmark" 
the  extract  is  taken  from,  is  that  of  February,  1854.  The  name  seems 
to  be  the  same.  What  sort  of  a  rite  in  Masonry  t\m  Eclectic  is  or 
was,  we  do  not  know ;  and  as  we  do  not  trouble  ourselves  much  about 
ritee  in  Masonry,  do  not  care  to  know.  The  extending  the  area  of 
Freedom  is  to  us,  we  must  confess,  a  new  object  in  Masoniy,  which 
forbids  in  its  constitutions  the  introduction  to  its  mysteries  of  any  but 
the  ^'free  bom."  Some  Brother  may  be  able  to  give  us  more  light 
on  the  subject  In  the  mean  time  our  R.  W.  Bro.  Barry  must  con- 
tent himself  with  this,  which  is  all  we  have.  We  cannot  think  Bro. 
Brcnnan  would  knowingly  set  up  as  a  '*  teacher  in  Israel,"  the  most 
humble  servant  of  his  sable  Majesty  that  was,  the  Emperor  Faustin  I, 
of  Hayti : 

Am  Edition  ov  the  33d  and  Last. — While  in  attendance  on 
the  late  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  we  were  handed  a  pamphlet  of 
36  pages,  with  the  following  imposing  title  page :  *'  Ahiman  Biexon,  or 
a  Biook  of  Constitutions  of  the  reformed  Bite  of  the  Eclectic  System 
of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Speculative  Freemasons, 
Windsor,  C.  W.,  Detroit."  J.  Thbodork  Holly,  G.  G.  M. 

Wm.  Monroe,  G.  G.  D. 
Wh.  Lambert,  G.  G.  S. 

**  Dedication. 

'*  To  His  Imperial  Majesty,  Faustin  I,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  and 
the  constitutional  law  of  his  country,  Emperor  of  Hayti,  Founder  of 
the  Imperial  and  Military  orders  of  St.  Faustin,  and  the  Legion  of 
Honor,"  Chevalier  Bose  Croix,  and  Imperial  Grand  Protector  of  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of  Freemasons  through  his  domin- 
ions, this  Book  of  Constitutions  is  respectfully  dedicated,  as  a  token 
of  approbation  and  esteem  of  his  distinguished  qualities,  as  an  Illustri- 
ous Dignitary  of  the  world,  and  an  Eminent  Mason,  in  behalf  of  the 
Reformed  Rite  of  Eclectic  Masons  in  the  United  States, 
By  His  Majesty's  Most  Humble  Servant, 

J.  Theodore  Hollt,  G.  G.  M. 
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In  the  abridffment  of  the  Andent  CoDstitation,  so  called,  chap.  1, 
sec.  2,  we  find  the  following  : 

*'  That  he  is  to  be  peaceable  and  obedient  to  the  civil  powers,  whioh 
yield  him  protection,  so  far  as  they  do  not  infringe  the  hmited  bounds 
of  reason  and  religion,*^ 

Section  4  reads  as  follows :  '*  A  Freemason  must  be  a  free  man  of 
matare  age,''  &c 

In  the  Journal  of  the  Convention,  which  organized  and  adopted 
this  great  Eclectic  system,  on  page  33,  we  find  the  following,  viz : 

*'  A  Convention  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  favorable  to  reforms 
and  human  progress,  was  held  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  from  Oc- 
tober 6th,  to  11th,  A.  L.  5852,  A.  B.  1852,  to  toke  into  oonsidera- 
tion  what  service  tiie  Masonic  Institution  can  be  made  to  perform  in 
the  cause  of  human  elevation  and  the  emancipation  of  men  from  chat- 
tel bondage,  on  the  American  Continent." 

Will  Bro.  King,  of  the  *'  Union,"  inform  us  whether  this  is  an  off- 
shoot frt)m  Atwood's  or  Herring's  Masonry  ? 

It  evidently  entertains  a  high  regard  for  the  '*  higher  law,"  as  well 
as  for  His  Majesty,  Faustin  I. 

The  G.  0.  M.,  J.  Theodore  Holly,  is  said  to  be  a  colored  gentlonan 
of  Detroit. 

Copious  extracts  are  made  from  the  *'  Union,"  and  the  ''Eeview," 
and  tne  Editors  are  styled  ''Brothers."  We  very  much  dislike  being 
behind  the  age  in  our  own  jurisdiction.  Will  our  Brothers  please  give 
us  '*  more  light?" — Ancient  Landmark^  Jufy,  1854. 


-•^—'m 


Testimonials  to  Past  Grand  Masters. — The  sum  of  $1,181.75 
was  raised  by  contribution  among  the  Masons  of  California,  and  fo^ 
warded  to  the  Ghrand  Secretary,  as  a  testimonial  to  be  presented  to 
their  esteemed  Past  Grand  Master,  W.  H.  Howard.  Four  hundred 
dollars  was  expended  in  a  watch,  and  the  balance  given  to  him  in 
cash.  The  funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  not  interfered  with.  So 
highly  did  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  appreciate 
the  services  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wm.  M.  Perkins,  that  they  pro- 
cured for  and  presented  to  him  a  goblet  of  pure  gold,  whioh  cost 
$317.40 ;  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  at  its  recent  annual 
session,  voted  from  its  funds  to  its  present  Grand  Master,  Hon.  J.  L. 
Lewis,  Jr.,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. — Masonic  Journal. 
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CONDITION    OF    THE    GBAFT. 


The  Orand  Lodge  held  a  special  Commnnication  on  the  26th  of , 
Anffost,  1858.    The  object  of  the  meetiiig  was  to  take  action  respect- 
ing xhe  sncoessfol  laying  of  the  Atlantic  Gable.    The  following  pre- 
amble and  resolntions  were  adopted : 

Wherecu,  It  has  pleased  the  Qreat  Architect  of  the  Universe  to  bless 
the  efforts  of  the  kindred  nations  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  in  establishing  a  bond  of  nnion  with  each  other,  by  means 
of  a  submarine  telegraph ;  and,  Whereas^  The  acoomplisliment  of 
this  grand  design  by  Ctrus  W.  Fijeld,  and  others,  the  immortal- 
ised agents  of  these  governments,  does  but  add  a  material  chain  of 
concord  and  permanency  to  the  bonds  of  commerce  and  fratemi^ 
previously  existing  between,  and  uniting  the  two  nations;  and, 
Whereas,  We  reverently  acknowledge  the  present  triumph  of  sci- 
ence as  a  bonntifol  foreshadowing  of  the  JDivine  aflfection,  which 
.  ''never  sleeps,"  and  of  the  ''still  small  voice"  of  Him  who  in 
the  beginning  said,  "  Let  there  be  light,"  encouraging  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth  to  dwell  together  in  peace  and  unity;  and, 
Whereas,  It  is  one  of  the  offices  of  Masonry  to  encourage  all  peace- 
ful instrumentalities  which  tend  to  the  fraternization  and  union  of 
the  fiimilies  of  man ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  By  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons of  the  State  of  New  York,  that  the  devout  gratitude  of  all  true 
and  fiiithful  Masons  is  due  to  the  great  Guardian  of  human  events,  for 
this  manifestation  of  his  infinite  bve  and  goodness,  in  permitting  man 
thus  to  control  and  employ  His  mighty  elements  for  the  happiness  and 
knowledge  of  our  race,  and  for  uniting  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  grand  results  to  be  anticipated  from 
this  bringing  of  the  nations  into  converse  with  each  other,  and  of  the 
closer  union  which  must  result  therefrom,  between  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Old  World,  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  extend  the  felicitations  of  this  Ghrand  Body,  and  to  testi^ 
its  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  event ;  and  that  the  Grand 
Secretary  is  hereby  instructed  to  forward  the  same,  on  its  approval  by 
the  Grand  Master,  or  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  in  his  aosence,  to 
their  several  destinations. 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Grand  Lodge  justly  reveres  tihe  name  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  regards  it  with  fraternal  love  and  venera- 
tion, as  belonging  to  a  Mason  of  eminent  worth,  and  a  prominent  bene- 
&ctor  of  our  race,  we  deem  it  no  disparagement  to  his  name  to  engrave 
on  the  same  imperishable  tablet  of  histoir  and  of  the  afiections  of  man- 
kind, those  of  MoRSB,  Hudson,  Field,  Everett  and  their  co-laborers, 
as  being  the  chief  instruments,  under  Providence,  of  uniting  the  two 
nations. 
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Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resoktions,  duly  authenticated,  be 
forwarded  to  the  above  named  gentlemen. 


OON-N-EOTIOTJT- 

There  are  twenty-six  Counoils  of  B.  and  S.  Masters  in  this  State. 
The  Grand  Council  was  held  in  May  last.  Geo.  F.  Daskam,  T.  I. 
The  transactions  were  of  local  interest. 


Boyal  Arch  Masonry  seems  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  in  the 
Gblden  State,  where  there  are  Uoenty-four  subordinates,  with  nine  hun- 
dred and  eleven  members.  We  have  received  the  annual  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  G.  Chapter  for  1859.  It  is  a  neatly  gotten  up 
pamphlet,  with  the  exception  of  a  miserable  looking  wood  cut  on  page 
fifty-seven,  which  mars  the  beauty  of  the  book.  The  Grand  Chapter 
transacted  a  large  amount  of  business,  but  mostly  of  local  interest. 
The  name  of  Comp.  Henry  Howe  Hartley,  figures  conspicuously  on 
almost  all  the  committees,  so  that  we  feel  pretty  well  acquainted  with 
this  Companion. 


The  Grand  Lodge  met  at  Crockett  on  the  13th  June,  1859.  Heniy 
Sampson,  Grand  Master.  There  are  in  the  jurisdiction,  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  Lodges  in  the  State,  with  seven  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty  members.  The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Griev- 
ances accords  with  our  often  expressed  views : 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas: 

Your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  have  considered  the 
memorial  of  the  officers  and  members  of  White  Bock  Lodge,  U.  D., 
setting  forth  that  a  Fellow-Crafb  had  been  black  balled  for  the  Third 
Degree,  through  unworthy  motives,  receiving  but  one  black  ball,  and 
praying  the  rejection  be  overruled.  The  Brethren  it  seems,  afler  the 
ballot,  canvassied  the  matter,  and  fixed  their  suspicions  on  a  Brother, 
who  subsequently  acknowledged  that  he  cast  the  black  ball.  He  re- 
fused to  be  reconciled  to  the  applicant.  We  can  only  say  that  the  bal- 
lot is  sacred  and  cannot  be  overruled,  whatever  may  be  the  motives  of 
the  person  casting  it.  The  Brethren  of  this  Lodge  did  wrong  in  can- 
vassmg  the  matter,  or  asking  any  questions  after  the  ballot  was  closed. 
A  brother  should  not  even  tell  another  how  he  voted.  The  rule  is 
strict,  and  although  it  may  occasion  hardship  sometimes,  it  is  necessary 
to  the  good  of  the  Fraternity.  Better  keep  out  ten  good  men  than 
admit  one  bad  one.  A  disturbance  of  the  ballot  might  open  the  door 
to  the  admission  of  ten  bad  men  to  one  good  one.  We  recommend 
the  memorial  be  dismissed. 
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We  regret  to  see  that  there  were  many  cases  of  grievaiioes  before 
the  committee. 

The  Graft  in  Texas  are  progressing  well,  and  exercising  a  beneficial 
influence  on  the  public 


The  G-.  K  A.  Chapter  held  its  Annual  Convocation  in  May  last. 
Forty  subordinates  were  represented.  Comp.  Hays,  6.  H.  P.,  deliv* 
ered  a  well  written  address.  A  select  committee  made  a  report,  in 
which  they  say : 

The  object  sought  by  the  Grand  Chapter  at  that  time,  has  been  fully 
obtained ;  perhaps  more  than  three-fourths  of  all  the  Grand  Chapters 
in  the  United  States  have  now  taken  direct  action  on  this  matter,  and 
have  made  it  obligatory  on  their  subordinates  to  conform  to  the  '*  Lamb 
skin  "  or  white  leather  apron,  as  the  only  badge  of  a  Mason. 

Your  committee  find  that  many  of  the  Chapters  of  this  jurisdiction, 
since  the  question  has  been  penaing  before  the  Grand  Chapter,  have 
taken  up  the  subject,  and  upon  investigation  have  quietly  laid  aside 
their  red  aprons,  and  gone  back  to  the  original  of  a  Mason,  the  expres- 
tive  Lamb  skin. 

All  the  Masonic  writers,  who  have  investigated  the  subject,  have  laid 
it  down  as  a  fixed  principle  in  the  body  of  Masonry,  that  the  Lamb 
skin  or  white  leather  apron  is  the  only  badge  of  a  Mason,  and  which 
cannot  be  changed  without  making  an  innovation  in  the  body  of  Ma- 
sonry. With  these  views  your  committee  freely  concur.  They  would 
therefore  respectfully  offer  for  adoption  the  following  : 

Resohedy  That  the  Lamb  skin  or  white  leather  apron  is  the  badge 
of  a  Mason,  which  should,  for  the  Boyal  Arch  Degree,  be  trimmed 
with  scarlet,  as  it  is  in  the  Ancient  Craft  Degrees  with  blue,  and  any 
such  Masonic  emblems  upon  it  that  the  Companion  may  choose. 

The  next  Annual  Communication  will  be  held  at  Indianapolis. 
Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  are  as  follows  : 

M.  E.  Daniel  K.  Hays,  of  Attica,  G.  H.  P. ;  E.  George  W.  Porter, 
of  New  Albany,  D.  G.  H.  P.;  E.  Ghauncy  Carter,  of  Logansport, 
G.  E. ;  E.  James  R.  Mendenhall,  of  Richmond,  G.  S. ;  E.  Rev.  F. 
A.  Hardin,  of  Muncie,  G.  C. ;  R  Phineas  G.  C.  Hunt,  of  Indianap- 
olis, G.  T. ;  E.  Francis  King,  of  Indianapolis,  G.  S. ;  Comp.  Thomas 
Pattison,  of  Aurora,  G.  C.  H. ;  Comp.  Horace  Coleman,  of  Logans- 
port,  G.  R.  A.  C. ;  Comp.  Henry  Colestock,  of  Indianapolis,  G.  U. 
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CHIT-CHAT. 


Bbo.  Mobrib  18  savage  about  pennittiog  the  TQer  to  vote.  He 
says: 

It  is  not  good  policy  in  any  sense  of  the  term  to  give  the  l^er  a 
vote.  Nay,  we  go  so  &r  as  that  if  a  Brother  will  not  consent  to  act  as 
Tiler  without  yielding  the  right  of  voting,  he  ought  not  to  be  installed. 
Troubles  innumerable,  and  confusion  worse  confounded,  now  out  of 
the  "  snuff-box  practice  "  of  sticking  the  ballot  box  out  at  the  door  for 
the  Tiler's  convenience ;  while  admitting  the  Tiler  within  the  Lodge 
temporarily,  is  a  practice  little  less  annoying,  irregular,  not  to  say  silly 
and  unmasonic 

We  think  our  Brother  uses  rather  strong  language.  We  have  never 
seen  any  practical  difficulty  in  the  Tiler's  voting.  Of  course  he  should 
enter  the  Lodge  when  he  casts  his  ballot  The  best  practice  is  for  the 
J.  D.  to  step  out  and  take  his  place  in  the  mean  time. 

A  Brother  said,  **  I  took  a  Masonic  Magazine  two  years,  and 

did  not  look  into  it."  How  easy  it  is  for  a  man  to  publish  his  own 
folly,  not  to  say  his  own  shame  I 

Another  said,  "  I  dont  take  any  interest  in  Masonry.     Things 

don't  go  right  here."  "Do  you,  my  Brother,"  we  said,  "attend 
your  Lodge  meetings  ?  "  He  answered  in  the  negative.  Yet  that  same 
Brother  complained  that  "  things  do  not  go  right."  Does  he  not  know 
that  he  is  to  blame  for  what  is  wrong ;  that  he  is  morally  bound  to  use 
his  influence  to  place  his  Lodge  in  a  good  condition  ? 

A  Brother  complains  that  his  Lodge  has  voted  to  grant  him  a 

demit,  and  yet  he  cannot  get  it  of  the  officers.  What  is  he  to  do  ? 
Apply  to  the  Lodge  for  an  order  to  the  officers  to  comply  with  the 
vote. 

It  is  cold — cold.     Old  Winter  is  coming  on  us.    Already 

Jack  Frost  is  to  be  seen  here  and  there  early  in  the  morning.  The 
work  of  Lodges  should  now  revive.  The  evenings  are  lengthening 
fast. 


A  Brother  says  he  spoke  three  times,  and  the  W.  M.  would 

not  let  him  speak  again  on  the  same  subject,  and  he  thinks  it  a  hardship 
thus  to  be  gagged.  We  advise  our  speaking  Brother  to  restrain  his 
tongue. 

Itinerant  lecturers  still  continue  to  give  instruction.     Brethren 

should  be  cautious  about  employing  such  persons. 
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MASONIC   ITEMS. 


DC?^  The  Polynesian,  of  the  25th  of  Jane  last,  givmg  a  description 
of  a  Masonic  ball  at  Honoluln,  Sandwich  Islands,  says  :  "  We  never 
had  a  very  distmct  idea  of  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity here,  nntil  this  occasion  showed  us  that  nearly  every  fourth  man 
of  respectability  and  social  position  is  a  Freemason.  The  Brethren 
were  easily  recogniisable  by  the  neat  little  blue  rosette  worn  on  the  left 
breast,  which  we  were  told  designated  the  Master  Mason,  while  some 
in  addition  appeared  with  jewels,  designating  the  higher  offices  or  de- 
grees attained ;  among  whom  we  noticed  his  Majesty  the  King,  clothed 
with  a  saperb  P.  M.  jewel  of  solid  gold,  conferred  upon  him  not  long 
ago  by  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member.  As  a  public  festivity,  the 
Freemasons'  ball  of  last  evening  has  not  been  surpassed  in  Honolulu. 
It  was  decidedly  the  tastiest,  richest  and  best  arranged  affair,  and  had 
the  singularly  fortunate  result  of  giving  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the 
greatest  number." 

Di^Part  m  of  the  Early  Records  of  Freemasonry  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  has  been  published.     It  contains  six  hundred  pages. 


D[[^  A  handsome  tea  service  was  presented  to  Bro.  Bobert  Gowan, 
by  the  Masons  of  Frederickton,  Canada,  a  short  time  since. 

\[F^  A  new  Grand  Lodge  has  been  formed  at  Olympia,  Washington 
Territory,  which  elected  T.  H.  McElroy  its  Grand  Master. 


D!^  The  cap  stone  of  the  new  edifice  for  William  and  Mary  College 
in  Vir^nia,  was  laid  on  the  11th  Oct.,  with  Masonic  ceremonies.  The 
G^rand  Lodge  of  the  State  was  present. 


[t^Kilwinmng  Lodge  and  Dearborn  Lodge,  in  Chicago,  which 
received  charters  at  the  last  Communication  of  the  G.  L.  of  Illinois, 
have  been  constituted.  Kilwinning  Lodge  holds  its  meetings  on  the 
comer  of  La  Salle  and  Kinae  streets,  on  the  north  side.  Dearborn 
Lodge  meets  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city. 


0^  The  Brethren  in  Dowagiac,  Mich.,  have  a  new  and  beautiful 
hall. 
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Bro.  J.  Adams  Allen,  Orand  Master  of  Miohigan,  has  removed 
from  Kalamazoo  to  Chicago.  He  has  oommenced  his  labors  as  Pro- 
fessor in  ihe  Bnsh  Medical  College. 

(CF^  We  learn  from  the  New  York  Detpatch  the  following  interesdng 
intelligence : 

''  There  is  now  in  this  city,  fresh  from  the  chisel  of  Hiram  Powers, 
of  Florence,  a  beautifally  executed  full  length  statue  of  the  Father  of 
his  Country,  clothed  in  Masonic  regalia.  It  was  executed  for  Frede- 
ricksburgh  Lodge,  Virginia,  in  which  Washington  was  initiated,  passed 
and  raised,  at  an  expense  of  six  thousand  dollars,  and  is  said  to  have 
added  to,  rather  than  detracted  from  the  celebrity  enjoyed  by  the  great 
American  sculptor  in  the  old  world.  We  of  the  new  have  not  yet  had 
an  opportunity  of  judging  of  its  merits ;  but  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
before  being  taken  to  its  final  resting  place  at  Fredericksburgh,  it  will 
be  exhibited  to  the  public  at  large,  as  well  as  to  the  Masons  of  tUs 
city  and  suburbs.  Any  ordinary  work  of  Powers  would  be  highly 
attractive  ;  but  when  his  genius  gives  to  us  the  result  of  its  effi)rt8  to 
reproduce  in  marble  the  features  of  the  greatest  man  of  his  age,  if  not 
of  all  ages,  we  should,  and  surely  will,  respond  with  ten-fold  alacrity. 
This  is  the  first  Masonic  statue  of  the  Great  Mason  which  has  ever 
been  executed,  and  it  is  due  to  art,  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious 
dead,  and  to  New  York,  that  the  committee  having  it  in  charge  should 
give  it  a  public  exposition." 

[CF^  Bro.  Matthew  Cooke,  of  London,  after  twenty  years'  diligent 
search  and  inquiry,  says  that  in  the  famous  British  Museum,  where 
treasures  of  ancient  Masonic  documents  have  been  supposed  to  exist, 
there  are  really  but  five  Mason's  MSS.  (!)  and  pwo  of  the  five  are 
hut  copies  of  one  of  the  other  three  (! !)  These  have  all  been  pub- 
lished— some  of  them  repeatedly — so  that  it  is  useless  to  dig  in  that 
quarry  for  more  material. 

II?*  Bro.  Moore,  of  the  Heview,  has  returned  from  Europe. 


\i^  The  New  York  Despatch  has  a  Masonic  Department  in  each 
number. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY  OF  GRAND  CHAPTER  OP  mCHIGAN— 

OFFICIAL  NOTICE. 


A  vacancy  having  oconrred  in  the  office  of  Grand  Secretaty  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  and  Comp.  Johnson  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  fiU  the  vacancy,  all  correspondence  with  the  Orand  Secretary 
of  the  Gband  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, will  hereafter  be  addressed  to  R.  E.  Jamss  Eastman  Johnson,  at 

White  Pigeon,  Mich.  Salathul  C.  Coffinbbiiry, 

G,  H.  Priest,  6.  Chaip.,  Michigan. 


*-•♦•- 


For  Tri  Abhlas. 
EXPELLED. 


DiTTROiT  Lodge  No.  2,  ov  F.  &;  A.  Masons,  \ 
Detroit,  August  10,  A.  L.  5859.      ) 

Brbthrsn  :  I  am  directed  to  inform  yon  that  on  the  9th  day  of 
Angost,  A.  L.  5859,  Brother  Robbrt  Lbb  Babbowman  was  unani- 
monsly  expeUed  by  this  Lodge  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Ma- 
sonry, for  nnmasonic  conduct 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours,  W.  C.  Skiff,  Sec. 

[SBAL  OF  LODOB.] 


At  a  regular  communication  of  Jackson  Lodge  No.  17,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  held  at  their  hall  in  Jackson,  on  the  8th  day  of  September  last, 
Bro.  John  Oillbspie  was  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of 
Freemasonry,  fbr  unmasonic  conduct. 

Fraternally  yours,  Wm.  M.  Hastings,  Sec. 

[sBAL  OF  LODOB.] 


MARRIED. 


At  Covington,  Ky.,  Oct.  5, 1859,  by  the  Rev.  Bro.  M.Magill,  Bro. 
Jambs  Atabs,  Jb.,  Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law,  to  Miss  Lucy  W.  G.  Ma- 
oiLL,  third  daughter  of  the  officiating  clergyman. 
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EDITOR'S     TABLE 


To  AoBNTS. — ^We  haye  been  expecting  to  hear  from  many  Agents  for  two 
months.    We  tnist  that  those  who  hare  not  written  to  ns,  will  do  so  at  onoe. 


To  Tbosb  who  Owb. — ^We  are  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  those  who 
owe  ns,  to  pojf.    Printers'  bills  are  pressing  on  ns,  and  mnst  be  paid  in  cash. 


O:^  We  expected  to  lay  before  onr  readers  in  this  number,  an  interesting 
article  from  Bro.  S.  C.  Cofflnberry,  but  that  worthy  Brother  has  not  fonrarded 
it    Brother  C.,  what  is  the  matter  1 

Q^  We  have  reoeired  your  letter,  Bro.  Hyneman.  The  numbers  hare  been 
forwarded. 


Q^  We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Bro.  W.  L.  Gheenly,  D.  O.  Master  of 
Michigan,  a  short  time  sinoe.    We  fc^nd  him  enjoying  his  usual  good  health. 


Ct^  Bro.  Egan,  W.  M.  of  Cleveland  Lodge,  is  making  every  effort  to  place 
his  Lodge  in  a  good  financial  condition,  notwithstanding  the  recent  loss  by  fire. 

O:^  We  were  pleased  to  meet  our  old  friend  and  Bro.,  D.  D.  Irons,  agent 
of  the  Peoria  Insurance  Company,  a  short  time  since.  He  is  now  residing  in 
Chicago. 


D:^  The  following  epitaph  on  Bobert  Bums  was  written  by  Feiguson,  a 

brother-poet : 

"  O,  Robert  Bums,  the  man,  the  brother. 

And  art  thou  gone,  and  gone  forever  ? 

And  hast  thou  crossed  that  unknown  river. 

Life's  dreary  bound  1 
Like  thee  where  shall  we  find  another 

The  world  around  ? 

Go  to  your  sculptured  tombs,  ye  great. 
In  a'  the  tinsel  trash  of  state ; 
But  by  the  honest  turf  1*11  wait, 
V  Thou  man  of  worth  I 

And  weep  the  sweetest  poet's  fiite, 
E'er  lived  on  earth  I" 


^  ^ 
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MASONRY    AND    TEMPERANCE. 


Ovft  readers  are  aware  of  tbe  efibrts  which  we  have  constantly  made 
to  ooanteiact  the  exertions  of  those  who  seek  to  use-— or  more  properly 
abme — ^Masonry,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  some  peculiar  theory 
or  hobby.  We  have  now  to  record  an  instance,  of  the  nature  stated 
aboTe,  such  as  we  never  expected  to  be  called  on  to  chronicle.  At  its 
last  session,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana,  one  of  the  most  respectable 
Masonic  bodies  in  the  country,  perpetrated  an  act  which  can  neVer  be 
for  an  instant  sanctioned  without  danger  to  our  Institution;  an  act 
which  may  properly  be  termed  one  of  folly. 

AU  members  of  our  time-honored  Order  are  aware  that  Masonry 
inculcates  temperance  as  a  virtue  to  be  cherished  and  cultivated.  It 
leaves  each  member  to  be  guided  by  his  own  sense  of  right  and 
wrong  in  carrying  out  this  precept,  provided  he  does  not  by  unmistaka- 
ble acts  of  intoxication  disgrace  himself  and  Masonry  in  the  eyes  of  the 
community.  Never  did  our  Institution  say,  and  never  can  it  say,  ''you 
shall  not  use  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.'*  All  members  are 
free  to  use  them  in  moderation.  Whether  they  will,  or  will  not  do  so,  is 
for  them  to  judge.  Masonry  is  not,  and  cannot  be  made,  a  temperance 
society.  Yet  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  had  sought  to  convert  it 
into  such  an  organization.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at 
its  last  commui^tion : 

Resohed^  That  the  Subordinate  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction,  are 
hereby  unconditionally  prohibited  from  oonferring  the  several  Degrees4n 
Symbolic  Masonry  upon  any  applicant  who  is  habituallv  intoxicated, 
or  who  makes  it  his  business  to  manufacture  or  sell  the  same,  to  he 
used  as  a  beverage. 
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Resolved^  That  every  Master  Mason,  member  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge,  or  now  affiliating  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Lodge,  who  is  in 
the  practice  of  habitual  intoxication,  or  engaged  in  the  manufacture  or 
Bale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  he  used  as  a  beverage,  (W  a  business,  shall, 
upon  charges  being  preferred  and  sustained,  for  the  first  ofifense,  be 
reprimanded  in  open  Lodee  by  the  W.  Master,  and  for  the  second 
onense,  suspended  or  expelled,  as  a  majority  of  the  members  present  in 
their  judgment  may  determine. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  Junior  Warden, 
having  charge  of  the  Craft,  during  the  hours  of  refreshment,  to  see  that 
the  above  resolutions  are  strictly  enforced,  by  preferring  charges  for  eveij 
violation  of  the  same,  and  upon  a  failure  so  to  do,  he  himself  shall  be 
made  amenable  to  the  Lodge. 

Here  is  an  attempt  to  prevent  any  member  firom  manu&cturing  or 
selling  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage — an  act  which  is  legal,  we  think, 
in  Indiana  by  the  laws  of  the  State.  We  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
monstrous  usurpation  of  power  on  the  part  of  a  Ghrand  body.  If  carried 
into  effect  it  must  strike  from  the  roll  of  Masonry  many  worthy  and  good 
men.  Suppose  the  rule  were  applied  in  Illinois.  We  know  several 
staunch  and  good  Masons — ^some  proprietors  of  firs^class  hotels — some 
druggists — some  engaged  in  the  grocery  business — who  would  be 
expelled  from  the  Order  for  pursuing  a  legal  business,  which  they,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  the  community,  believe  to  be  respectable,  and 
not  in  the  least  degree  reprehensible. 

Another  resolution  connected  with  the  above,  but  not  less  objection- 
able, was  adopted  at  the  same  time : 

Resolved,  That  the  moral  law  of  Masonry,  fbunded  upon  the  first 
great  light  in  Masonry  (the  Holy  Bible),  is  the  highest  moral  law 
known  to  man,  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  legislative  body 
to  so  legalize  that  which  is  morally  wronff,  as  to  make  it  proper  or 
morally  right  for  any  Mason  to  practice  the  legalized  wrong. 

Abstractly  the  above  resolution  is  correct,  but  it  is  designed  for  some 
practical  purpose.  Putting  the  only  practical  construction  on  it,  which 
is  reasonable,  and  it  is  simply  absurd.  If  it  means  anything,  it  means 
that  legislative  enactments  legalizing  the  manu&cture  and  sale  of 
liquors,  as  a  beverage,  are  contrary  to  the  moral  law  of  the  Bible,  and 
that  Masons  should  not  sanction  them.  A  greater  act  of  folly  could 
not  be  perpetrated  by  a  Masonic  body.  Asserting  the  '*  higher  law  " 
is  indeed  most  dangerous  for  our  Institution,  and  will  tend,  quicker 
than  anything  else,  to  make  it  a  political  engine.  Wherever  and  when- 
ever it  is  legal  to  make  and  sell  liquors  as  a  beverage,  Masoniy  cannot 
justly  or  consistently  to  its  members  say,  "  you  shall  not  do  so."  For 
one,  we  would  resist  such  an  encroachment  of  power  to  the  utmost. 
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Temperanoe,  in  all  its  forms,  "we  advocate,  and  we  think  many  Lodges 
are  remiss  in  not  dealing  summarily  with  members  who  are  addicted  to 
an  improper  nse  of  ardent  spirits,  but  never  will  we  sanction  any 
attempt  to  convert  Masonry  into  a  temperance  society  and  engraft  on  it 
the  ultra  views  of  those  who  are  technically  called  '*  temperance  men." 


ffor  THB  ASHLIB. 

AN   OLD   CERTIFICATE. 


Bao.  Weston: 

I  send  you  the  following,  which  I  copy  from  the  original,  written  on 
parchment  in  English  and  FrencL  This  is  the  English,  and  if  you 
wish  it,  I  will  send  you  one  of  the  French* 

JOSEPH  COVELL. 


"  And  the  Darkness  Comprehended  it  not  in  the  East  a  pUice  full  of  Light 
where  reigns  silence  &  Peace." 

"  We  the  Master  Wardens  and  Secretary  of  the  Union  Lodge  of 
Detroit  No.  1.  of  Free  and  Accepted  masons  dedicated  to  St.  Johns 
of  the  Register  of  New  York,  held  at  Detroit,  adorned  with  all  all  our 
honours  and  Regularly  assembled ;  Lodge  in  duefonp. 

"  Do  hereby  certify  and  attest  to  all  men  lightned  and  spread  over  the 
face  of  the  whole  earth,  that  the  Bearer  hereof  our  Brothei:  Thomas 
Robison  hath  been  duly  entered  by  us  an  apprentice  past  a  fellow  Craft 
and  legally  raised  to  the  Sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason ;  and  may 
without  any  Hisitation  be  incorporated  into  any  Community  wherever 
met  Congregated  or  Convened  round  the  Globe ;  He  having  to  the 
utmost  of  his  abilitys,  with  Zeal  and  vigour  supported  and  Contributed 
to  the  advancement  of  Masonry. 

"  Oiven  under  our  hands  and  seal  of  our  Lodge  at  our  Lodge  Room 

at  Detroit  this  Eighteenth  Day  of  August  in  the  yeare  of  Masonry 

5767  and  of  Salvation  1767. 

SAM  FLEMING,  Maiter. 

Ba,.  JAM.S,  Secretary.  Will'm  Edgar,     ]    ^«"'^- 
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9 

I 

ODE 

5iifi^  at  the  FettivcU  of  St.  John  the  Baptitt,  June  24,  5808. 


BT  TBI  juHiom  wABDnr  Of  n.  josh's  LODai,  oonraonooT. 


Tmu  —  "  Role  Britennla." 


When  first  eternal  justioe  bade 

Life's  varied  ills  ontempered  flow, 
'T  was  then  Almightj  Goodness  said. 
Go,  Pity,  cheer  the  realms  of  woe. 
Go,  mild  Compassion,  go.  Charity  and  Lore, 
Tell  man  there's  Mercy  yet  above. 

Scarce  fled  from  Heaven  the  high  behest. 

That  whelm'd  in  light  the  earth. 
Ere  wide  creation,  doably  bless'd, 
Hail'd  Kabokrt's  propitious  birth. 
With  strains  majestic,  ye  Masons  lift  the  skies. 
Let  gratefol  halleloias  rise. 

Hail  Royal  Art  I  in  hnmble  zeal. 
The  Mason  greets  thy  gladd'ning  sway ; 
^     T  is  thine  to  teach  his  heart  to  feel, 
And  thine  to  bid  his  hand  obey. 
'T  w^s  WMm  fashioned,  'twas  Strength  thy  Temple  raised 
And' Beatify  o'er  the  Fabric  biased. 

Sweet  Charity,  whose  soothing  art 

Can  bid  dall  apathy  adore. 
Come,  sweep  the  chords  of  every  heart, 
Primeval  harmony  restore. 
Come,  lovely  sister,  come  soothe  life's  ragged  way, 
And  lead  oar  sonls  to  realms  of  day. 
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■ 

THE   LATE   ROBERT   P.   DUNLAP. 


Thb  distingaished  and  well-known  Mason,  Robert  P.  Dnnlap,  died 
at  his  residenoe,  in  Bninswiok,  Me.,  on  Thursday,  the  20th  of  October 
last,  after  an  illness  of  about  a  week,  his  disease  being  typhoid  fever. 
We  obtain  from  the  Bruntmck  Tekgraph  the  following  information : 

"  OoT.  Dunlap's  age  was  sixty-five  years  and  two  months.  In  this 
oonneotion  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  he  said  from  the  first  of 
his  illness  he  should  not  recover ;  and  though  there  were  times  when  he 
rallied,  it  was  quite  apparent  to  all  who  watohed  by  his  bedside,  that 
his  days  were  numbered,  and  his  hold  on  life  very  slight  indeed.  These 
premonitions  are  not  uncommon  with  the  sick ;  but  in  many  cases  they 
ooroplicate  the  case,  and  almost  neutralize  the  skill  of  the  physician, 
and  the  care  and  watchfulness  of  the  nurse.  We  are  not  aware  that 
tiiey  did  so  in  the  case  of  the  deceased.  Qov.  Dunlap  has  been  in 
feeble  health,  or  rather  we  should  say,  he  has  not  enjoyed  a  full  measure 
of  health  for  two  years  past ;  and  he  had  only  recently  returned  from 
a  visit  to  his  sons,  who  reside  in  Illinois,  and  where  he  had  passed  a 
few  weeks  in  delightful  family  intercourse. 

"  The  deceased  was  bom  in  this  town,  at  the  old  Dunlap  homestead, 
the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Dr.  Isaac  Lincoln,  on  Main 
Street,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1794,  and  his  parents  resided  there 
ontil  the  year  1800,  when  they  removed  into  a  new  house  erected  by  Mr. 
Dunlap,  the  residence  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Hon.  C.  J.  Oilman. 
It  is  a  somewhat  singular  coincidence,  that  four  sisters,  of  which  R.  P. 
Dunlap's  mother  was  one,  all  moved  into  new  houses  built  by  their 
husbands  during  that  same  year,  1800,  and  all  residing  in  different 
localities.  Mr.  Dunlap,  his  brother  thinks,  fitted  for  College  under  Mr. 
Hasey,  of  Topsham.  He  entered  Bowdoin  College  and  graduated  in 
1815  ;  he  studied  law  in  Newbutyport,  Mass.,  the  native  place  of  his 
mother,  a  Tappan,  under  Ebenezer  Merely,  Esq.,  and  with  Hon.  Asa 
Wildes,  two  gentlemen  of  distinction  in  the  legal  profession,  and  whom 
we  well  knew  during  our  boyhood  and  early  manhood's  years,  but  who 
have  now  gone  to  theur  last  rest ;  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1818, 
and  continued  to  practice  for  several  years. 

"  Gh)v.  Dunlap  served  in  both  branches  of  our  Legislature,  in  the 
Executive  Council,  and  in  1834  he  was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
which  office  he  filled  most  acceptably  and  satisfactorily  for  four  terms ; 
he  was  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  1843  to  1847 — two  terms, 
but  since  that  time  he  has  retired  almost  entirely  from  public  life,  taking 
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no  other  part  in  political  moTemente  than  every  good  oitixen  ordinarily 
does.  For  many  years  the  deceased  was  President  of  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  Bowdoin  College,  and  he  held  that  office  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

"  Gov.  Dnnlap  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity, 
zealously  laboring  to  promote  its  welfare,  and  being  ever  ready  to  do 
his  whole  duty  as  a  Mason,  whatever  that  duty  might  be.  He  was  a 
'  Past  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter '  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  this  office  he  held  for 
three  snccessive  terms---of  three  years  each.  He  had  also  served  several 
times  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  and  Master  of 
'  United  Lodge '  in  this  town.  We  believe  it  was  upon  the  oocamon  d 
his  retiring  from  the  office  of  '  General  Grand  EUgh  Priest,'  some  three 
years  since,  that  the  Masons  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  presented  to  him  an 
elegant  silver  pitcher  and  salver,  as  a  testimony  of  their  esteem  for  him 
as  a  man  and  a  Mason. 

"  Mr.  Dunlap  was  generous  and  liberal  in  his  feelings — ^prompt  to 
respond  to  every  call  of  humanity — ^honest  and  upright  in  his  intentions 
— ^manly  and  straight-forward  in  his  conduct — ^interested  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  great  moral  and  religious  enterprises  of  the  day — a  firm 
friend  of  temperance— ever  ready  to  encourage  the  young,  to  aid  them 
in  eveiy  possible  way,  upon  their  outset  in  life. 

'*  Mr.  Dunlap  was  initiated  into  United  Lodge  January  9,  1816, 
crafted  January  29,  1816,  raised  to  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason 
February  18,  1816,  and  elected  Master  of  the  Lodge  February  14, 
1818,  exalted  to  sublime  degree  of  R.  A.  Mason  in  King  Cyrus  R.  A. 
Chapter,  Newbuiyport,  Mass.,  May  15, 1817,  elected  Dist  D.  G.  M.  4th 
Mason.  Dist.  Januaiy  9, 1823 — G.  M.  of  Maine,  Januaiy  21,  1880 — 
General  Grand  H.  P.  of  General  Grand  Chapter,  U.  S.  A.,  September 
17,  1847 — Grand  Puissant  Grand  Council  of  R.  and  S.  M.  of  Maine, 
May  8,  1855— President  of  Council  of  Order  of  H.  P.  of  Maine  at 
the  time  of  its  organization  in  1858. 

THB  TUNSRAL. 

"  The  morning  of  Monday,  October  24th,  broke  with  a  bright  sun 
and  a  clear  cool  breeze  from  the  west,  giving  promise  of  a  fine  day  on 
which  to  perform  the  frmeral  ceremonies  of  Hon.  R.  P.  Dunlap,  and 
that  promise  held  up  to  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  when  clouds  over- 
spread the  sky,  and  the  close  of  the  day  was  rather  dark  and  sombre. 
The  fine  weather  of  the  morning  doubUess  induced  a  larger  attendance 
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firom  abroad,  and  thus  was  exceedingly  favorable  to  the  display,  which 
the  Masons  intended  making* 

"  The  early  train  from  Bath  brought  up  a  goodly  number  of  passen- 
gers, as  did  the  secon^  train.  The  train  from  Augusta  came  in  with 
SIX  passenger  and  two  baggage  cars,  and  most  of  them  were  well  filled. 
The  train  fit>m  Portland  also  brought  many  persons  to  participate  in,  or 
to  witness  the  ceremonies.  A  large  number  of  ladies  were  present, 
many  of  the  Masons  bringing  their  fiunilies  with  them.  And  the  people 
frt)m  the  surrounding  oounty  came  into  the  village  with  their  carriages, 
so  that  there  was  a  very  large  gathering  of  the  people,  during  the 
afternoon,  much  too  large  to  find  accommodation  within  the  spacious 
walls  of  the  church  edifice,  occupied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Adams'  congregation, 
where  the  ceremonies  took  place.  But  the  most  perfect  quiet  and  order 
were  observed,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  people  appeared  to  be 
deeply  impressed  with  the  solemnity  of  the  scene. 

"  The  Masons  arriving  by  the  different  trains  were  conducted — the 
Templars  to  Tontine  Hall,  the  Boyal  Arch  Chapter  to  McLellan's 
Hall,  and  the  Lodges  to  the  Vestry,  where  the  different  Orders  robed 
themselves  and  formed  preparatory  to  the  march.  There  were  present 
the  following  bodies  of  Masons:  The  Maine  Commandery  No.  1, 
of  Knight  Templars ;  officers,  Orlando  Currier,  Uallowell,  Bminent 
Oommander;  J.  D.  Warren,  Pittston,  Generalissimo;  J.  K.  Osgood, 
Gardiner,  Captain  General;  numbering  about  20  men. 

"The  Portland  Commandery  No.  2,  of  Knight  Templars;  officers, 
Freeman  Bradford,  Grand  Oommander  and  Commander  for  the  day  • 
William  P.  Preble,  Generalissimo;  T.  J.  Sanborn,  Captain  General; 
numbering  30  men.  This  Commandery  brought  Chandler's  Band  with 
them,  which  frumished  the  music  for  the  occasion. 

"  Montgomery  Boyal  Arch  Chapter,  (of  which  Mr.  Dunlap  was 
High  Priest,  and  the  only  active  office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death,)  Charles  Cobb,  Bath,  ICing^  and  Dr.  Fuller,  Bath,  Marshal  for 
the  day." 

Besides  these,  fifteen  Lodges  were  represented. 

"  The  Masons  all  wore  their  regalia,  and  bore  with  them  the  various 
insignia  of  office.  The  uniform  of  the  Templars  was  particularly 
noticeable,  and  it  is  exceedingly  neat  and  appropiiate,  though,  we 
believe,  an  order  recently  promulgated  changes  it.  It  at  present 
consists  of  a  black  chapeaux  and  plume,  black  velvet  collar,  bordered, 
some  with  gold,  some  with  silver  lace,  with  a  small  dagger  depending 
herefrom,  black  sash,  black  velvet  apron  with  various  devices  wrought 
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upon  it,  bat  always  bearing  the  cross  in  led,  black  embroidered  leather 
belt,  straight  sword  and  gauntlet  gloves,  with  the  cross  in  red,  wrought 
on  the  gauntlet.  The  Portland  Commandeiy  was  uniformed  throughout, 
while  some  of  the  Maine  Commandeiy  were  in  tfpdress.  The  bearing 
of  these  men  was  grave  and  dignified,  and  gentlemanly  in  the  highest 
degree,  and  their  marching  steady  and  equal,  tS  give  efl^  to  the  scene. 
Many  of  them  wore  old  men  who  seldom  turn  out  in  public,  except 
upon  extraordinary  occasions.  The  bearing  of  the  entire  body  of 
Masons  was  highly  creditable,  and  proved  that  they  comprise  some  of 
the  staunchest  and  best  men  in  the  community. 

"  As  soon  as  the  various  bodies  could  form,  the  Portland  Commandeiy 
took  up  the  Lodges  from  abroad,  marched  down  Main  and  through 
Mason  streets  to  the  Lodge  room,  where  they  took  up  the  Maine 
Commandery  and  United  Lodge,  and  marched  to  the  residence  of  the 
late  Mr.  Dunlap,  to  receive  the  remains  and  friends,  and  escort  them  to 
the  church. 

**  [Rev.  Mr.  Adams  had  private  services  at  the  house,  at  2  P.  M., 
at  which  were  present  only  the  family  and  immediate  friends.] 

"  The  bearers  were  James  Caiy  and  Captains  Nathaniel  Larrabee 
and  Benjamin  Dunning,  representing  the  citizens,  and  Joseph  McEeen 
and  Professors  Packard  and  Smyth,  representing  the  College. 

*'  The  Maine  Commandery  was  detailed  as  a  body-guard,  and  the 
Portland  Commandery  acted  as  a  military  escort  for  the  entire  procession, 
the  Lodges  from  abroad  acting  as  an  escort  also.  The  procession  was 
formed  as  follows :  the  Band  marched  in  front,  Pordand  Commandery, 
and  the  Lodges  in  the  reverse  order  of  their  numbers,  or  left  in  front 
the  Chapter,  and  closed  up  with  the  United  Lodge.  The  Maine 
Commandery,  as  a  body-guard,  took  up  its  position  on  the  right  and  left 
of  the  hearse,  and  as  thus  formed,  the  procession  reached  up  Federal, 
through  School  and  Main  streets,  to  the  church. 

"  It  is  estimated  that  there  between  500  and  600  Masons  present, 
taking  part  in  the  ceremonies. 

AT  THB  CHUBCH. 

'*  The  procession  arrived  at  the  church  about  8,  P.  M.,  where  the 
whole  body  of  the  house  was  reserved  for  the  Masons,  and  filled  by 
them.  The  transepts  and  galleries  were  given  up  to  the  public,  and 
after  the  entrance  of  the  procession,  the  large  edifice  was  filled  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  and  large  numbers  were  unable  to  obtain  admission. 
The  coffin,  a  very  handsome  one,  of  black  walnut,  with  wreaths  of 
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txmen  about  tbe  form  of  the  deceased,  and  res&ig  on  its  top,  was 
oanied  into  the  chnreh  and  deposited  in  the  aiea  in  front  of  the  pulpit 
The  body-guard  were  seated  around,  Mr.  Moore  and  Dr.  Lewis  imme- 
diately at  the  head  of  the  coffin,  and  members  of  United  Lodge 
immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  body-guard*  Bey.  Dr.  Adams,  Oongre- 
ga^nalist,  Bey.  Mr.  Wheeler,  Uniyersalbt,  Bey.  Mr.  Morse,  Methodist, 
and  Bey.  Prof.  E.  C.  Smyth,  College  pastor,  occupied  the  pulpit. 

*'  While  the  procession  was  entering  the  church,  a  yeiy  neat  and 
petty  yoluntary  was  played  upon  the  organ,  by  G.  J.  Noyes,  Esq., 
the  organist 

"  Mr.  Adams  then  read  the  641st  hymn,  which  was  sung  in  good  style 
by  the  choir,  made  up  fit>m  the  choirs  of  the  different  societies  in  this 
yidnity.  Selections  from  Scripture  were  read,  and  then  Mr.  Adams 
proceeded  to  speak,  frt)m  notes,  of  the  deceased,  mostly  confining  his 
remarks  to  his  religious  character,  and  of  this,  we  belieye,  all  will 
admit,  he  spoke  but  the  ample  truth,  howeyer  eulogistic  those  who  did 
not  know  6oy.  Dunlap,  may  haye  thought  those  remarks.  It  was  a 
beautiful  tribute  paid  to  a  parishioner  by  a  pastor,  who  knew  and  loyed 
him  well.  Lddeed,  the  religious  character  of  Mr.  Dunlap  was  most 
remarkable,  and  eyery  moyement  of  the  later  years  of  his  life  was 
marked  by  a  deyotion  to  christian  ^ih  and  principle.  The  sketoh  of 
Mr.  Dnnlap's  character  will  be  published  in  the  Ohriitian  Mirror,  and 
aU  his  friends  will  haye  an  opportunity  to  read  it. 

"  Mr.  Adams  offered  a  brief  prayer,  in  which  he  most  feelingly 
remembered  the  fiimily  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

MASONIC  ssayiCBS. 

"  Bey.  Cyril  Pearl,  of  Cornish,  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Qrand  Lodge 
of  Maine,  then  spoke  of  Goy.  Dunlap  as  a  Mason — ^his  deyotion  to  the 
intereste  of  the  Order — ^his  steady  adherence  to  it  during  the  days  of 
ito  adyersity,  when  obloquy  was  heaped  upon  the  heads  of  all  ite  mem- 
bers— and  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem  in  which  the  Fraternity  had 
oyer  held  the  deceased ;  he  also  alluded  to  meeting  him  recently  at 
Chicago,  and  of  the  delightfril  intercourse  he  there  held  with  him.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  made  some  yery  feeling  allusions  to  the 
deceased. 

'*  Mr.  Pearl  then  offered  a  brief  prayer,  after  which  the  congregation' 
sang,  to  the  tune  of  '  Pleyel's  Hymn,'  two  stanzas  from  a  Masonic 
Hymn. 

"  Tbe  procession  then  re-formed  and  proceeded  to  the  grayeyard,  the 
Band  playing  a  dirge. 
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*'  The  ooffin  was  deposited  by  the  side  of  the  grave,  ihe  cover  tamed 
back,  and  then  Dr.  Lewis  commenced  and  read  a  portion  of  the  solemn 
and  affecting,  but  simple  burial  service  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the 
brethren  responding  at  proper  intervals  Mr.  Stevens  read  the  conclud- 
ing portion-^the  roll  and  apron  were  depouted  in  the  ooffin-^the  lid 
closed,  and  it  was  lowered  to  its  last  resting  place/' 

A  hymn  was  then  sung  by  the  Fraternity. 

"  The  procession  moved  from  the  yard  to  the  late  residence  of  the 
deceased,  where  it  was  dismissed,  and  the  Masons  took  the  cars  for 
their  respective  homes,  extra  trains  having  been  run  to  accommodate 
them." 

We  have  received  from  Bro.  J.  Covell  the  following  information, 
which  we  take  pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers : 

"  The  funeral  of  Bro.  Dunlap  was  the  most  solemn  one  that  I  ever 
attended.  It  was  dark  before  we  got  through,  so  tiiat  I  could  not 
recognize  the  countenance  of  the  opposite  Sir  Kt.  to  me  when  we 
formed  the  avenue  for  the  mourners  to  pass  through  the  body-guard, 
to  the  house  of  our  deceased  Brother.  Although  I  am  a  member  of 
the  Portland  Commandery,  I  formed  with  the  Maine  Commandery,  in 
order  to  fill  up  the  body-guard ;  I  thereby  had  a  good  opportunity  to 
see  and  hear  all  that  was  said  or  done  on  the  moumftil  occasion ;  and 
on  Wednesday  I  called  with  my  wife  at  the  late  residence  of  our  de- 
ceased Brother,  where  we  found  the  widow,  one  son,  the  daughter  and 
a  brother  of  sister  Dunlap.  I  there  collected  a  few  statistics  I  send 
you,  a  part  of  which  are  published  in  the  paper,  and  the  others  are  in 
this. 

"  Companion  Dunlap  has  left  of  his  own  family,  his  widow,  Lydia, 
and  four  children.  Her  maiden  name  was  Lydia  Chapman,  of  Boston, 
Mass.  They  were  married  October  20th,  1825 ;  he  died  on  the  anni- 
versary of  his  marriage.  Two  of  his  sons  reside  in  Illinois,  and  were 
not  present  at  the  funeral ;  the  other  son  resides  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  daughter  at  home,  and  the  only  one  at  home  during  his  sick- 
ness until  the  day  before  he  died,  on  which  day  Mrs.  Dunlap  returned 
from  New  York,  and  the  son  returned  a  few  hours  before  his  fother's 
death.  When  Bro.  Dunlap  and  his  lady  were  about  leaving  their  two 
sons  in  Illinois,  he  requested  them  all  to  '*  join  hands,"  when  he  of- 
fered a  prayer,  and  in  conclusion  repeated  "  Gbd  bless  you !  Ood  bless 
you  I"  Mrs.  Dunlap  remarked  to  him,  *'  Why  did  you  part  with  them 
so?  you  never  did  so  before."  He  replied,  '*It  may  do  them  good 
after  I  am  dead  and  gone." 
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"  The  fiunilj  haye  met  with  an  irreparable  loss.  Our  Fraternity 
haye  lost  a  Brother  whose  example,  advice  and  admonitions  were  always 
esteemed  and  reverenced.  He  was  one  that  all  loved,  whose  charity 
was  nnbonnded  almost  to  a  &ult,  for  the  frailties  of  his  Brethren* 

"  In  addition  to  what  is  in  print,  I  send  yon  the  following : — 
He  was  appointed  the  first  Corresponding  Qrand  Secretary  of  the  Q. 
L.  of  BCaine,  at  its  organization  in  1820 ;  in  1822  he  was  appointed 
D.  D.  O.  Master  of  the  fourth  Masonic  district,  and  re-appointed  an- 
nually until  1826,  when  he  was  elected  J.  G.  Warden,  and  re-elected 
in  1827  ;  elected  S.  G.  W.  in  1828  and  1829 ;  elected  Grand  Master 
in  1830  and  rejected  in  1831,  and  again  in  1857. 

**  He  was  H.  P.  of  the  Montgomery  Chapter  in  1821,  at  the  time 
of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  and  elected  the 
first  D.  G.  H.  P.  He  was  elected  the  second  G.  H.  P.  of  the  G.  C. 
of  Maine,  in  which  station  he  served  several  years,  and  declined  a  re- 
election in  1826.  He  was  almost  constantly  in  attendance  at  the 
Annual  Communications  of  the  Grand  Bodies.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  I  have  invariably  seen  him  there ;  and  it  is  with  me  a  solemn  re- 
flection to  look  forward  to  our  next  Annual  Communication,  when  those 
'that  shall  meet  and  greet  each  other  will  look  in  vain  for  that  pillar 
of  strength.  Its  place  in  the  East  is  vacated,  and  who  can  say  by 
whom  the  void  can  be  filled  ?  We  have  many  excellent  and  worthy 
Past  Grand  Masters,  but  we  had  but  one  Dunlap,  and  he  has  gone  to 
his  and  our  God,  who  gave,  and  has  taken  to  himself;  and  may  we  all 
80  live  that  we  may  be  received  into  the  Celestial  Lodge  above,  there 
to  be  accepted  by  Gon,  and  bid  welcome  to  the  joys  that  never  end." 


■»■  m 


HF^  When  temptation  appears,  and  we  are  almost  persuaded  to  do 
wrong,  how  often  a  mother's  words  of  warning  will  be  recalled  to  mind 
and  the  snare  broken.  Yes,  the  memory  of  a  good  mother  has  saved 
many  a  poor  mortal  from  going  astray.  Long  grass  may  be  growing 
over  the  hallowed  spot  where  all  her  earthly  remains  repose.  The 
dying  leaves  of  autumn  may  be  whirled  over  it,  or  the  chill  white 
mantle  of  winter  cover  it  fit>m  sight,  yet  the  spirit  of  her,  when  he 
walks  in  the  right  path,  appears,  and  gently,  sadly,  mournfully,  calls 
to  him  when  wandering  off  into  the  ways  of  crime. 
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ADDRESS  OF  GRAim  MASTER  J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  DELIVERED 
AT  BUCHANAN,  MICH.,  ON  THE  24th  OF  JUNE,  1859. 


Offiosrs  and  BRoraxRS : 

This  auspicious  occasion — the  recorrenoe  of  this  time-honored 
festival — QnB  assemblage  from  flEur  and  near,  interchanging  oongratola- 
tions,  and  in  the  loom  of  these  summer  hours  weaying  a  new  and 
stronger  web  of  fraternal  feeling,  a  web  whose  warp  and  woof  surpasses 
all  the  fabled  magnificence  of  oriental  story ;  the  symbolic  attire  which 
strikes  the  inquiring  sense  upon  every  hand ;  the  mystic  but  speaking 
ceremonial  in  which  we  have  this  hour  been  engaged;  the  sober 
grandeur  of  the  symbols  we  have  employed ;  the  sublime  objects  to 
which  we  have  dedicated  this,  new  and  beautiful  Lodge,  and  finally,  the 
solemn  appeal  which  we  have  made  to  the  Supreme  Architect  for  his 
guidance  and  his  support — ell  and  each  suggest  impresaye  thoughts, 
important  questions  and  high  aspirations. 

In  this  quiet  village,  but  yesterday  emerging  from  the  shadows  of 
the  primeval  forest  and  allowing  the  glorious  sunlight  of  early  summer 
to  shine  upon  the  cheerful  abodes  of  men,  we  celebrate  a  day  originatr 
ing  on  the  plains  of  Palestine,  where  the  world  has  grown  grey  with 
years,  and  the  mlence  of  decrepitude  has  taken  the  place  of  the  busy 
hum  of  youthful  vigor.  The  Omega  of  old  history  has  beccHne  the 
Alpha  of  a  new— and  yet  the  same  sun,  undimmed  by  age,  illumes  the 
firmament,  the  same  eternal  laws  roll  the  spheres  through  their  stu- 
pendous orbits,  the  same  stars  look  down  upon  us,  smiling  from  the 
heavenly  spaces,  the  springtime  still  follows  upon  the  winter,  night  still 
calls  the  day,  and  man,  for  whom  all  these  were  created,  yet  lives  in 
the  same  image  of  his  Creator,  endowed  with  the  same  faculties,  op- 
pressed by  the  same  wants  and  cares,  breathing  the  same  atmosphere, 
half  smiles,  half  tears,  a  prey  to  the  same  anxieties,  a  sport  to  the 
same  joys. 

Here  where  the  grand  old  woods  were  but  yesterday  vocal  only  with 
the  songs  of  birds,  or  the  sullen  roar  of  the  wind  through  the  lofty 
branches,  we  this  day  have  joined  in  the  completion  of  a  temple  whose 
prototype  arose  under  the  hands  of  architects  whom  thousands  of 
years  have  buried,  and  in  a  land  which  the  span  of  the  globe  separates 
from  us. 

Such,  and  so  universal  is  Masonry.  Man  dies,  the  material  temples 
which  he  constructs  crumble  into  fragments,  particles,  to  dust,  and,  it 
may  be,  to  invisible  gasses.    The  foce  of  the  great  world  itself  is  meta- 


k. 
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morpbosed — ^the  habitable  regions,  busy  with  the  stir  of  human  life  and 
high  civilization,  become  deserts  and  waste  places-— meantime  the  wil- 
derness blossoms  as  the  rose,  the  forests  recede,  the  ocean  itself  rolls 
back  firpm  new  continents,  and  new  climes,  new  races  and  new  histories 
appear ;  bat  the  race  remains  the  same  physically,  mentally,  morally. 
Ancitot  legends  tell  us  that  ''there  .were  [^nts  in  those  days," — a 
wondrous  circumstance,  perhaps,  were  it  not  for  the  fiict  that  even  now 
there  are  "  sons  of  Anak  ''—there  are  giants  in  these  days  also ;  and 
science  teaches  us  that  there  are  as  many  now  as  ever. 

Surroundings  may  be  dianged,  but  man  himself  is  unchanged. 
There  is  ever  "  the  spirit  that  cannot  die  in  the  body  that  with  diffi- 
culty lives."  There  b  ever  the  grasping  and  growing  intellect,  adding 
idea  to  idea,  from  the  youthful  play-ground  to  the  fiuNiway  spheres. 
There  is  the  same  reason  communicating  between  the  body,  the  soul, 
and  their  common  QoA.    To  the  same  ideal  ^nse 


*'  -— *  phantoms  ftom  another  worid 
Haant  the  dim  confines  of  existence, 
Bat  ah !  how  few  can  oomprehend 
Their  signals,  or  to  what  good  end 
From  kind  to  land  they  come  and  go ! " 

To  the  same  forecasting  vision, 

"  Above  the  darksome  sea  of  death. 

Looms  the  great  life  that  is  to  be, 

A  land  of  cload  and  mystery. 

A  dim  mirage,  with  shapes  of  men 

Long  dead  and  passed  beyond  oar  ken. 

Awe^tmck  we  gase,  and  hold  onr  breath 

Till  the  &ir  pageant  ranisheth, 

Leaving  as  in  perplexity, 

And  doubtful  whether  it  has  been 

A  vision  of  the  world  unseen, 

Or  a  bright  image  of  our  own 

Against  the  sky  in  vapors  thrown." 

Like  sympathies,  like  passions,  like  emotions,  sway  and  rend  us,  as 
did  the  men  of  thousands  of  years  ago— the  same  elements  compose 
our  bodies  and  the  same  forces  urge  their  dissolution. 

What  then  is  this  life  of  ours  but  a  repetition  of  the  life  of  the  for 
distant  ages?    Alas  for  us  if  this  be  so !  — 

"  Forever  running  an  enchanted  round, 
Passes  the  day  deceitful,  vain  and  void ; 
As  fleets  the  vision  o'er  theformftil  bndn. 
This  moment  harrying  wild  th'  impassioned  soul. 
The  next  in  nothing  lost" 
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Bat  this  IB  not  all — ^we  are  oreated  with  fooulties,  witb  powers,  with 
sympathies,  with  directing  energies,  which  can  enable  ns  to  live  qnite 
other  lives,  to  carve  out  quite  other  histories,  to  leave  quite  other  mon- 
uments behind  us,  than  any  the  world  has  yet  seen.  It  is  unneoeasaiy 
to  believe  that  the  true  human  liie  has  yet  been  lived — nay,  it  has  not 
been  lived.  And  yet  this  is  the  object  of  man's  existence.  To  live  as 
true  men,  the  true  life-^— the  divinely  appointed  life.  We  have  no 
right  to  live  as  "  idle  truants,  neglecting  the  sweet  benefit  of  the  time, 
to  clothe  our  age  with  angel-like  perfection." 

It  need  not  to  be  told  to  you,  my  Brothers,  that  the  system  of  Ma- 
sonry is  not  a  mere  system  of  insurance,  as  are  most  of  its  modem 
imitations. 

In  our  times,  thanks  to  the  progressive  enlightenment  of  the  age,  in 
which  Masoniy  has  borne  an  honoraMe  part,  life  and  limb  and  property 
are  safe  from  violent,  unwarrantable  attack.  Continued  peace  and 
better  understanding  of  the  modes  of  cultivating  the  soil,  and  other 
productive  labor,  are  such  that  the  cases  are  ezeeptional,  few  and  fer 
between,  where  actual  material  want  exists. 

The  national  segis  is  spread  over  and  around  the  traveller  in  even  the 
most  remote  foreign  climes,  so  that  the  cry  or  visible  expression  of  dis- 
tress known  only  to  the  initiate,  are  rarely  needed  to  secure  protection. 
Hence  these  incidental  advantages  of  Masonic  association  have  lost 
much  of  their  ancient  value,  as  sufficiently  shown  by  the  rapid  decay 
and  dissolution  of  the  manifold  societies  that  have  borrowed  these 
particular  peculiarities,  and  endeavored  to  make  them  alone  their  bond 
of  union.  At  this  hour  there  does  not  exist  a  human  association  of 
this  kind,  outside  of  Masonry,  which  may  not  write  Ichahod — "the 
glory  has  departed,"  upon  its  banners.  They  furnish  "  but  the  coun- 
terfeit presentment "  of  Masonry.  They  usurp  our  titular  forms,  so 
fer  as  possible  to  attain  them,  but  of  the  life  which  animated  those 
forms  they  know  nothing,  they  can  know  nothing.  A  galvanized 
action,  perhaps  remarkable,  but  ever  fleeting  and  transitory,  is  all 
which  they  ever  have,  which  they  ever  can  exhibit.  As  Masonry  is 
not  merely  an  insurance  system,  so  is  it  not  merely  a  beneficiary 
society. 

Charity,  it  is  true,  is  the  chief  of  all  social  virtues  and  distinguish- 
ing characteristic  of  the  true  Mason,  but  even  charity,  although  it  will 
cover  a  multitude  of  sins,  we  are  nowhere  told  will  cover  aU  situ. 
Neither  is  it  sufficient  of  itself  to  form  the  basis  of  a  perpetual  organi- 
zation, or  a  bond  of  perpetual  union. 

We  are  aware  that  at  the  present  time  there  is  an  association  which 
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• 

by  loud  daimfi  to  this  virtue,  by  midnight  parades,  and  absurd  preten- 
BiODB  to  antiquity,  seeks  to  divert  the  public  mind  from  inquiry  into  its 
real  objects ;  but  admitting  all  that  it  claims,  we  here  put  it  upon  record 
that  this  virtue  alone  will  not  secure  it  from  the  grave  of  oblivion  which 
a  little  way  onward  from  this,  is  yawning  to  receive  it  to  silent  com- 
panionship with  its  fellows  which  have  gone  before. 

Once  for  all,  my  brothers,  beware  of  the  false  coin  of  secret  associa- 
tions, now  and  of  late  somewhat  current,  but  which  will  soon  be  nailed 
to  the  counter.  Beware  of  imitations,  which  but  mislead  the  unwary 
and  tend  to  fritter  away  the  energies  even  of  Masonry  itself.  The 
sublune  system  of  Masonry  in  itself,  will  repay  the  study  of  a  lifetime 
— ^the  better  it  is  understood  the  more  highly  it  will  be  prized.  As 
one  by  one,  ito  aspiring'imitatora  fede  from  the  scene,  descending  to 
the  "  tomb  of  all  the  Capulets,*'  the  more  certainly  you  will  become 
convinced  of  ittf  own  inner  life,  that  it  has  a  capacity  for  living  which 
will  not  permit  it  to  die.  It  cannot  be  betrayed,  it  cannot  be  exposed 
either  to  ridicule  or  danger,  because  he  who  understands  it  must  neces- 
sarily possess  such  mental  and  moral  characteristics  as  to  render  such  a 
course  utterly  impossible.  Masonic  mysteries  only  find  admisdon  to 
the  truly  seeing  eye  and  truly  hearing  ear. 

The  gifeat  reason  why  Masonry  has  survived  nnce  such  remote  an- 
tiquity, and  why  it  will  continue  to  live,  whatever  trials  or  adversities 
it  may  have  to  encounter,  is  because  it  treats  man  as  a  spiritual  being, 
having  mind  and  soul  capable  of  culture  and  development  to  all  the 
proportions  of  inteUectual  and  moral  grandeur.  It  seeks  the  fulfilment 
of  all  the  duties  of  Friendship,  Brotherly  Love,  Belief  and  Truth,  by 
outgrowth  from  the  inner  spirit.  The  means  which  it  employs  in  this 
task  are  those  which  the  ages  have  taught  to  be  the  most  imposing  and 
impressive  the  heart  of  roan  can  conceive.  * 

Our  eminent  Brother,  Archdeacon  Mant,  condenses  into  few  words 
the  design  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees.  "  The  initiation  into  the 
first  or  E.  A.  Degree  is  made  to  partake,  in  a  slighter  proportion,  of 
those  trials  of  physical  and  moral  courage  for  which  the  admissions 
into  the  ancient  and  chiefly  Egyptian  mysteries  were  famous.  The 
second  or  F.  C.'s  is  rendered  interesting  by  those  scientific  instructions, 
and  philosophical  lectures  which  characterized  later  parts  of  the  mya- 
teries ;  though  both  degrees  are  made  to  tend  to  the  glory  of  that  God 
who  has  given  such  wonderful  faculties  to  them,  and  to  the  wel&re  of 
their  fellow  creatures.  Thus  instructed  in  morals  and  science,  the  third 
or  M.  M.'s  Degree  leads  to  that  great  truth  which  the  sublimest  part 
even  of  the  heathen  mysteries,  though  it  too  seldom  succeeded,  was 
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intended  to  teach,  and  ihe  £udifiil  believer  is  assored  of  a  fature  life 
and  immortality  beyond  the  grave.  And,  whereas,  the  heathen  had 
taught  this  only  by  the  application  of  a  fable  to  their  pnrpoae,  the 
wisdom  of  the  piotM  Grand  Mason  of  the  Israelitish  Masons  took  ad* 
vantage  of  a  real  circomstanoe  which  would  more  forcibly  impress  the 
sublime  truths  he  intended  to  inculcate  upon  the  minds  of  all  Brethren. 
Such  is  a  brief  outline,  intelligible,  I  trust,  to  the  members  of  the 
Order,  of  the  design  of  that  beautiful  system  which,  then  established* 
has  long  been  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  has  stood  the  test  of 
ages  amid  eveiy  persecution.'* 

In  these  three  degrees  are  blended  doctrine,  morality,  science,  tnh 
dition  and  true  history,  in  exquisitely  beautiful  harmony.  In  this 
system  I  know  not  of  a  point  of  ethics  and  morality,  not  of  a  solitaiy 
duty  to  the  Mason's  self,  family,  neighbor,  country,  or  (rod,  but  what 
is  somewhere  touched  upon  and  assiduously  enjoined.  The  better 
Masonry  is  understood,  the  mcwe  profoundly  it  influences  the  depths  of 
moral  feeling  and  s^timent.  la  no  part,  in  neither  sentence  nor  par- 
agraph, by  incidental  allusion  or  remote  aj^lication,  does  the  esoterio 
or  truly  secret  portion  of  Masonry  contravene  its  exoteric  or  public 
teachings.  And  we  may  well  challenge  the  records  of  literature,  ethics 
and  philosophy,  to  furnish  more  perfect  specimens  of  moral  teaching 
than  the  several  published  portions  of  our  ritual  afford.  From  our 
pages  the  patriot,  the  plilosopher,  the  statesman,  the  poet  and  the 
theologian  even,  have  culled  many  of  their  choicest  thoughts,  until,  by 
repetition  they  seem  to  have  become  the  common  property  of  all  intel- 
ligent minds. 

Masonic  words  and  phrases,  firom  their  peculiar  significance,  have 
been  borrowed  to  common  use,  and  frequently  re-appear  in  connections 
which  to  Masonic  ears  are  absolutely  startling. 

Why,  scarcely  do  men  agree  to  be  honest  with  each  other,  but  we 
hear  them  asseverating  their  determination  to  act  "  upon  the  square." 
No  light  tribute  is  even  this  now  trite  expression,  to   the  ancient 

craft. 

The  peculiar  form  of  Masonic  government  has,  though  in  itself  un- 
changed for  centuries,  been  more  influential  in  dissemmating  oorreot 
ideas  than  could  be  at  first  imagined.  Our  government  is  the  heau 
ideal  which  thinking  statesmen  have  sought  to  realise.  Look  at  it, 
Masons,  and  reflect  for  a  moment. 

The  Masonic  constitutions  contemplate  and  secure  a  rule  mild  and 
paternal,  yet  impartially  strict  and  inflexible.  Its  laws  are  as  immuta- 
ble as  those  the  Modes  and  Persians  vainly  imagined,  and  yet  adapted 


THE   ASHLAR.  167 

to  all  nations  and  all  climes.  Absolute  democracy  of  election,  perfect 
freedom  to  the  snbjeot,  and  yet  unswerving  enforcement  of  law,  and 
uncompromising  obedience  to  the  governing  power.  It  b  a  pure  de- 
mocracy, with  all  the  attributes  of  strength  which  surround  the  most 
arbitrary  government.  Nevertheless  this  government  found  its  origin 
in  dim,  primitive  times,  and  has  existed  unchanged,  amid  all  the  dy- 
nastic changes  which  have  chequered  the  page  of  history. 

The  secret  of  all  this  is,  the  moral  power  which  breathes  life  through- 
out all  our  forms.  Without  this,  as  the  various  imitative  organizations 
have  found,  and  will  find  to  their  cost,  statutes  of  associations,  by-laws 
and  ordinances,  of  whatever  complexity  or  apparent  perfection,  will 
(ail,  utterly,  absurdly  &il. 

The  nations  of  the  old  world  have  again  and  again  tried  the  virtue 
of  immaculate  written  constitutions,  proclaimed  amid  universal  enthusi- 
asm and  infinite  applause — but  the  echo  of  popular  rejoicing  which 
hailed  their  birth  has  been  drowned  in  the  tornado  of  execration  which 
has  greeted  their  exit  to  oblivion. 

Why  is  it  that  our  own  constitution,  as  a  free  and  independent  na- 
tion, surpasses  these  in  duration,  and  still  survives  with  ten  fold  the 
power  it  had  in  its  weak  beginning  ?  Because  it  is  vivified  in  every 
line  by  the  intelligent,  moral  power  of  a  thinking  people,  who  deserve 
to  be  free,  and  therefore  are  free.  Such  a  people  cannot  be  enslaved, 
though  millions  of  armed  men  support  the  despot  who  seeks  to  bring 
them  into  subjection.  The  very  women'  and  children  of  such  a  people 
would  hiss  from  the  field,  with  infinite  disdain  and  ridicule,  such  an 
army  of  mercenaries. 

A  firee  people  must  be  an  intelligent  people.  They  must  understand 
why  it  is  "  that  as  some  must  of  necessity  rule  and  teach,  so  others 
must  of  course  learn  to  submit  and  obey."  And  so  the  true  Mason, 
from  the  moment  he  first  enters  the  tiled  door  of  the  Lodge,  begins  to 
learn  and  understand  why  he  should  submit  with  cheerfulness  to  the  gov- 
erning power,  or  himself  govern  with  prudence,  impartiality,  unwavering 
strictness  and  honorable  zeal.  Hence  Masonry  is  an  intelligent  govern- 
ment in  all  its  parts  and  appointments,  and  is  and  must  be  permanent. 

"  To  works  of  art  her  merit  not  confined, 
She  regulates  the  morals,  squares  the  mind ; 
Corrects  with  care  the  sallies  of  the  soal, 
And  points  the  tide  of  passions  where  to  roll ; 
On  virtae's  tablets  marks  her  moral  role, 
And  forms  her  Lodge  an  unirersal  school. 
Where  Nature's  mystic  laws  unfolded  stand. 
And  sense  and  science,  joined,  go  hand  in  hand." 

11— VOL.  V.       HO.  IV.  (TO  B»  OOWTWUBD.) 
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Armobial  Bxabings. — ^We  have  received  from  Bro.  J.  Covell,  of 
Jay  Bridge,  Me.,  a  photograph  of  a  painting  in  the  Hall  of  United 
Lodge  No.  8,  Brunswick,  Me.,  with  a  *'  fac  simile  of  the  descriptioii 
of  said  painting." 

'*  The  Armorial  Bearings  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Fraternity  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  according  to  the  old  Institutions,  were 
designed  by  a  Jewish  Babbi  in  Holland,  about  the  year  1500,  and  the 
only  piece  of  Heraldry  extant,  where  the  Quarters,  Supporters,  Crest 
and  MoU/o  all  allude  to  the  same  point. 

'*  The  Quarters  consist  of  a  Man,  an  Ox,  a  Idon  and  an  £!affle  ; 
these  four  animals,  compounded  together,  constitute  what  is  termed  in 
Scripture  a  Cherubim — ^haying  the  face  of  a  Man;  the  vnngs  of  an 
Uagle  ;  the  back  of  a  Lion  ;  and  the  legs  of  an  Ox. 

**  The  Crest  is  a  representation  of  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  contain- 
ing the  Sacred  Belies  of  Mosaic  Law. 

"  The  Motto, '  Eodes  la  Adonai,^  signifies  Holiness  to  the  Lord, 

"  The  host  of  Angels  in  the  shape  of  Cherubic  figures,  are  symbolic- 
ally described  as  attending  upon  the  Divine  Majetty  to  execute  his 
pleasures ;  they  are  represented  in  the  shape  of  a  J£zn,  an  Ox,  tkldon, 
and  an  Eagle,  which  are  supposed  to  be  emblematical  of  the  AngeBo 
Nature ;  that  of  Man  to  signify  their  Benevolence  and  good  will  to 
the  human  species ;  the  wings  and  parts  of  an  Eagle,  denote  their 
celerity  in  executing  the  Divine  commands ;  the  parts  of  a  Lion  denote 
their  Patience  and  Assiduity  in  fulfilling  their  Maker's  will. 

'*  Thus  we  see  that  this  piece  of  Heraldxy  represents  God  as  AH  in 
AIL  It  should  be  reooUected  that  the  object  of  building  Solomon's 
Temple  was  to  bring  the  idolatrous  nations  to  a  worship  of  the  true  and 
Living  God,  whose  presence  and  protection  over  the  Israelites  was 
symbolically  represented  by  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  which  was  placed 
in  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  or  Holy  of  Holies ;  and  here  the  Jews  of 
old  put  their  trust  in  God, 

**  The  modem  Masons  of  England  use  the  Arms  of  the  operative 

Mason,  which  consist  of  Three  Castles  in  the  centre,  and  two  Bearers 

as  Supporters,  and  which  have  no  allusion  whatever  to  the  secret  my8> 

tery  of  Masonry. 

MICHAEL  ALEXANDER  GAGE, 

P.  M,  of  Lodge  No,  SO,  of  Free  and  Aasapud  Mtmnu 

of  England,  according  to  the  old  /lUfvEvfioiis. 

Liverpool,  \9th  March,  Anno  Dom,  ISSS,  tt  Anno  LucU  6827." 
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THE    GBAND    LODGE    OF    ILLINOIS. 


This  body  held  its  Annual  Communication,  at  Springfield,  in  Octo- 
ber last. "  The  attendance  was  large  and  the  proceedings  harmonious. 
The  Grand  Master,  I.  A.  W.  Buck,  during  the  year  granted  twenty-six 
dispensations  for  new  Lodges.  Bespeoting  the  ballot  for  the  three 
degrees,  he  says : 

I  confess  that  I  was  anxious,  last  year,  to  adopt  the  Slst  section  of 
the  by-laws,  in  regard  to  balloting  for  the  three  degrees.  I  am  now 
satisfied  from  one  year's  exnerienoe  as  Grand  Master,  that  it  does  not 
answer  the  purpose  intendea. 

The  jfollowiBg  are  the  officers  for  tiio  ennent  year : 

Ika  a.  W.  Buck Grand  Master. 

F.  M.  Blajb Ik^pvJty  Grand  Matter, 

A.  J.  KuTKENBALL Grand  Senior  Warden. 

Silas  C.  Toler Grand  Junior  Warden. 

Wm.  McMu^trt Grand  Treaeurer. 

H.  G.  BsTNOLDS. Grand  Secretary. 

Stbphxn  a.  Hurlbut Grand  Orator. 

,    Bxv.  N.  W.  MiNBR .4 Grand  Chaplain* 

A.  B.  BoBiNSON Grand  Tyler, 

Wm.  V.  Plum ^  Grand  Senior  Deacon, 

Thomas  W.  Hat Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

C.  C.  Simpson Grand  Pureuivant. 

BsuBBir  Glbtilani) Grand  ManhaL 

H.  A.  Chasb • Grand  Standard  Bearer, 

BoBEET  Gibson Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Wm.  a.  Hacker Grand  Steward, 

P.  A.  BoRWiN Grand  Steward, 

John  S.  Winter Depvsty  Grand^  Secretary. 

Charters  were  granted  ibr  thirty-nine  new  Lodges. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the  session  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  It  is  a  lengthy,  able  document, 
evidently  prepared  with  great  care.  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that 
all  its  conclusions  would  meet  our  approbation,  but  taken  as  a  whole, 
it  is  an  able  document  on  Masonic  law.  We  shall  lay  a  great  portion 
of  it  before  our  readers.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  on 
next  year.    We  quote  from  its  pages : 


(I 


non-pathent  or  bubs. 


"  That  eminent  Mason,  Bro.  Mackey,  of  South  Carolina,  takes  the 
ground  emphatically  that  no  penalty  in  Masonry  can  be  inflicted  without 
charges,  notice  and  trial.    Such  is  the  fiur  construction  of  our  own  by- 
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laws,  as  promulgated  by  M.  W.  G.  M.  Buck/  The  by-laws  of  the 
Ghrand  Lodge  of  Ohio  are  imperative  that  every  Brother  who  shall  fail 
to  pay  his  dues,  as  provided  by  the  by-laws  of  his  Lodge,  shall  be  sas- 
pendod ;  and,  if  not  paid  within  a  reasonable  time  thereafter,  that  he  shall 
be  expelled.  The  object  of  suspension  seems  to  be,  to  give  the  offender 
reasonable  time  to  repair  his  fault ;  the  ultimatum  is  the  highest  penalty 
known  in  Masonry.  Under  this  rule  sixty-four  were  expelled  in  Ohio 
during  the  Masonio  year  of  1857-'58. 

'*  The  Grand  Master  of  Minnesota  takes  the  position  that  all  suspen- 
sions should  operate  alike,  and  that  a  suspension  which  permits  a 
Brother  to  visit  and  adjoin  any  other  Lodge  is  no  suspension  at  all. 
That  decision  was.taoitly  ooaenrred  in  by  his  Grand  Lodge. 

"  Other  Grand  Lodges  have  similar  rules,  while  others  are  far  more 
lenient.  Your  committee  take  this  position :  That  no  Lodge  or  Grand 
Lodge  can  long  prosper,  where  (he  finances  are  permitted  to  run  at 
loose  ends ;  and  they  regard  with  admiration  the  noble  stand  taken  by 
our  Grand  Master,  in  his  circular  to  the  Lodges  upon  that  subject.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Lodges  arise  from  this 
very  cause.  Your  committee  have  never  yet  known  the  instance  where 
a  poor  man  was  oppressed  for  his  dues,  while  they  have  known  repeated 
instances  where  those  in  affluent  circumstances  avoided  or  neglected  the 
pajMeat  of  their  dues  for  years.  This  should  not  be  so.  Every 
Master  Mason  is  bound,  by  obligations  and  oovenants  as  strong  as 
httman  language  can  frame  them,  to  conform  to  and  abide  by  the  by- 
laws of  his  Lodge,  and  to  support  the  constitution,  laws  and  regulations 
of  his  Grand  Lodge.  The  by-laws  of  every  Lodge  provide  for  the 
payaatent  of  dues  at  stated  times,  and.  those  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the 
payment  of  annual  dues ;  and  whoever  intentionally  violates  these 
by-laws,  also  violates  his  solemn  covenant  and  obligation  as  effectually 
as  he  may  do  by  any  overt  act,  and  should  be  tried  in  due  form  for  his 
offense,  and  is  liable,  under  the  general  laws  of  Masonry,  to  its  highest 
penalties. 


<< 


PREROGATIVEd  OF  GRAND  HASTEB8. 


'*  After  quoting  an  extract  from  the  Maryland  Beport  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  maintaining  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  Grand 
Masters,  Bro.  Abell,  of  the  California  Committee,  says  :  '  We  have  no 
sympathy  with  this  belief  in  the  unapproachable  supremacy,  the  irre- 
sponsible  absolutism  of  Grand  Masters;'  and  in  his  notice  of  our 
report  last  year,  he  assumes  that  the  committee  and  this  Grand  Lodge 
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&TOred  an  appeal  from  the  deeimoiL  of  the  Ghrand  Master.  The 
Lonifliana  Committee  qaote  the  remarks  of  Bro.  Abell  in  1858  upon 
that  subject,  and  dissent  from  the  dootrine  of  'inherent  rights'  of 
Grand  Masters,  and  quote  Bro.  Maokej  and  Bro.  Pike  as  being  doubt* 
fal  upon  the  subject,  and  Bro.  Tucker  as  being  in  &Yor  of  an  appeal 
at  all  times. 

"  Bro.  Fuller,  of  the  TennesBoe  Committee,  quotes  remarks  from  Bro. 
Abell  in  1858  upon  that  subject,  and  concurs  as  follows : 

In  this  we  concur,  and  have  so  expressed  our  opinions  on  previous 
occasions.  The  idea  that  a  presiding  officer  of  a  Grand  Loage--"«n 
officer  of  its  own  creaUon — ^thereby  becomes  possessed  of  wisdom  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  make  his  decisions  infallible,  seems  to  us  to  be 
supremely  ridiculous.  If  the  constitution  of  any  particular  Grand 
Lodge  recognizes  the  principle  of  '  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master/  in  thai  jurisdiction  the  point  need  not  be  controverted ; 
but  in  other  jurisdictions,  where  there  is  no  express  provision  in  the 
fundamental  law  to  that  effect,  we  consider  an  '  appeal  to  be  not  only 
allowable,  but  an  '  inherent  right '  that  may  be  exercised. 

*'  To  this  view  of  the  subject,  Bra  O'Sullivan,  of  the  able  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Missouri,  very  emphatically  objects. 
Afier  alluding  to  the  Louisiana  report  noticed  above,  he  remarks : 

,  Your  committee  deem  this  strange  doctrine,  and  if  fully  recognized, 
would  reduce  our  Grand  Lodges  to  the  level  of  mere  political  organiza- 
tions, and  our  Grand  Masters  to  an  equality  with  the  temporary 
chairman  of  those  bodies.  It  is  a  well-established  historical  fact,  that, 
for  the  last  thousand  years  at  least,  Grand  Masters  occasionally  existed 
independent  of  Gratia  Lodge  organizations,  such  as  we  of  the  present 
day  understand  them  to  be.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that  Grand  Masters  were 
not  always  elected  by  the  Masons  in  their  general  assemblies,  but  were 
sometimes  appointed  by  the  King ;  and  such  Grand  Masters  and  their 
successors  were  clothed  with  extraordinary  powers.  They  could,  when- 
ever they  deemed  the  general  welfare  of  the  great  body  of  Masons 
required,  convene  all  the  Masons  in  their  jurisdiction,  and  preside  in 
their  general  assemblies.  This  was  done,  not  because  of  any  special 
law,  but  because  it  was  a  part  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master. 
#  #  #  The  general  assemblies  or  convocations  of  Masons,  as  we 
before  remarked,  were  held  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand  Master,  and, 
when  convened,  the  Grand  Master  presided  over  their  deliberations,  not 
by  courtesy  but  by  right.  He  appointed  all  the  subordinate  officers, 
for  his  greater  convenience,  and  to  assist  him  in  the  proper  discharge 
of  his  duties.  The  assembly  or  convocation  was  governed  by  the  old 
charges  and  such  regulations  as  were  made  from  time  to  time,  as  ciiv 
cumstances  demanded,  and  he  caused  them  to  be  read  in  general 
assembly,  so  that  none  might  pretend  ignorance,  he  bqing  equally 
bound  with  the  humblest  'prentice  to  obey  them. 
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"  Bro.  Hollenbeek,  of  the  YermoDt  Committee,  in  notioing  onr  pio- 
ceedings  of  last  year,  takes  the  same  position,  and  states  the  true 
doctrine,  as  they  understand  it,  to  be,  '  that,  under  the  aneieni  kmd' 
marks  of  the  Order  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  his  acts,  the  Master  is 
absolute  in  the  East,  and  no  appeal  can  be  taken  from  his  decision/ 
He  says  further :  '  The  disposition  to  popularize  and  soften  down  the 
distinguishing  features  of  ancient  F:ree  Masonry  to  suit  the  whims  and 
caprices  of  this  pogressive  age,  we  protest  against,  and  we  can  coneeiye 
of  no  effect  which  will  more  certainly  follow  a  cause  than  that  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  among  the  Craftsmen  at  work  upon  the  temple, 
from  destroying  the  controlling  power  of  the  Master  Builder.  Say  it 
is  despotism,  and  characterize  it  as  despotic  power,  if  you  please ;  it  is 
yet  a  despotism  whose  ruUng  principle  is  love,  and  which,  in  the  lapse 
of  ages,  has  infringed  no  BroCher's  rights,  and  trampled  on  no  Masonic 
law.' 

''  In  1850,  the  Orand  Lodge  of  Maryland  held  it  to  be  wrong  to 
admit  an  appeal,  even  by  '  courtesy,'  alleging  that  after  a  while  it  would 
be  urged  as  a  precedent,  and  made  the  ground  of  a  right  to  appeal. 

**  Most  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  have  decided  thai 
there  is  no  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Orand  Master,  and,  as  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  been  quoted  as  fJEtvoring  that  doctrine,  it  may  be  well 
to  examine  our  own  position  and  the  law  upon  the  subject,  and  settle 
the  matter  now. 

''  Up  to  1855,  it  had  been  the  practice  in  this  Grand  Lodge  to  invite 
the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  Lodges  U.  D.  to  take  seats  and  vote  in 
the  Grand  Lodge,  so  soon  as  charters  had  been  voted  to  them. 

**  On  the  second  day  of  the  Grand  Communication  that  year,  the 
Grand  Secretary  proceeded  with  the  call  of  Lodges  upon  the  election  of 
Grand  Master,  until  the  new  Lodges  were  reached,  when  the  Ghiand 
Master  peremptorily  suspended  the  ballot,  and  refrised  to  take  the  votes 
of  the  new  Lodges.  Some  conversation  ensued  in  regard  to  taking  an 
appeal  from  his  decision,  but  the  Grand  Master  utterly  refused  to 
entertain  such  a  motion.  A  great  many  remarks  were  made,  when 
the  Grand  Master,  in  his  pkce,  with  consummate  ability,  stated  the  law, 
and  gave  his  reasons  at  length,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  most  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  his  decision. 

•'  The  following  year,  1856,  in  the  matter  brought  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shirley,  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision 
of  Grand  Master  Hibbard,  and  put  io  vote,  and  the  Grand  Master 
sustained.     When  this  appeal  was  pending,  objections  were  made  to 
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entertaining  it,  bat  Bto,  Hibbard  bimaelf  was  anxious  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  waived  bis  prerogative  for  tbe  time  being. 

'*  In  1858,  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondenoe,  of  wbieb 
Bro.  Gbtind  Secretary  was  cbairman,  certainly  did  give  conntenance  to 
tbe  idea  tbat  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Ghrand  Master  was  proper, 
altbongb  tbere  was  no  express  language  to  that  effect 

*'  What  your  committee  now  desire  is,  that  tbe  law  be  ascertained^ 
and  thai  we  abide  hy  the  kno,  whether  it  suit  oar  own  notions  of  the 
lights  and  duties  of  presiding  officers  or  not 

'*  No.  lY,  of  the  Old  Charges,  as  published  in  17a8»  is  setting 
forth  who  may  be  Ghrand  Master  and  Deputy  Grand  J^faster,  closes  as 
follows : 

These  rulers  and  governors,  supreme  and  subordinate,  of  the  ancient 
Lodge,  are  to  be  obeyed  in  their  respective  stations  by  all  the  brethren, 
according  to  the  old  charges  and  regulations,  with  all  humility,  rever- 
ence, love  and  alacrity. 

"  Preston  sayv  that  before  Grand  Lodges  were  formed,  that  as  many 
of  the  Fraternity  within  a  convenient  distance,  as  could,  did  assemble 
once  or  twice  a  year,  at  large^  '  under  the  auspices  of  one  general  head, 
who  was  elected  and  installed  at  one  of  these  meetings ;  and  who  for 
the  time  being  received  homage  as  the  sole  governor  of  the  whole 
body.' 

*'  Bro.  Mackey  in  his  '  Principles  of  Masonic  Law,'  discourses  thus 
in  regard  to  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters  : 

It  seems  now  to  be  settled,  bv  ancient  usage,  as  well  as  the  expressed 
opinions  of  the  generality  of  Grand  Lodges  and  of  Masonic  writers, 
that  there  is  no  appeal  from  his  decision. 

"  The  query  at  once  suggests  itself,  what  shall  be  done  with  the 
Grand  Master,  in  ease  he  abuses  his  great  power  ? 

"  Art  XI2!,  of  the  Old  Regulations  of  1721,  reads  thus : 

K  the  Grand  Master  should  abuse  his  great  power,  and  render, him- 
self unworthy  of  the  obedience  and  submission  of  the  Lodge,  he  shall 
be  treated  in  a  way  and  manner  to  be  agreed  upon  in  a  new  regulation. 

"  Tour  committee  have  now  shown  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  never 
really  endorsed  or  sanctioned  in  direct  terms,  the  right  of  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  are  free  to  confess  that  the 
authorities  and  usage  are  against  such  a  doctrine. 


t( 


MAKING  MASONS   AT   SIGHT. 


"  Bro.  Prescott,  of  the  Minnesota  Committee,  is  somewhat  facetious 
in  the  matter  of  making  Masons  at  sight  in  New  Jersey. 
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''  The  Committee  of  New  Jeraey  reply  aa  follows : 

We  wdnld  state  for  the  iDformation  of  onr  Brother,  that  we 

have  never  turned  from  the  beaten  track  marked  cat  bj  that  able  and 
talented  Brother  who  was  oar  first  Gh'and  Master — we  allude  to  M.  W. 
David  Brearly,  then  Chief  Justice  of  this  State,  and  who  was  justly 
admired  for  bis  talents,  both  Masonic  and  professional.  Seventy-two 
years  have  now  .elapsed  since  that  prerogative  has  been  used  in  this 
State,  and  we  now  deem  it  an  *  ancient  landmark  *  that  our  fittben 
have  set,  to  be  entrusted  to  a  prudent  officer. 

"  Bro.  Mackey  thus  defines  the  matter  of  making  Masons  at  sight : 

The  power  to  'make  Masons  at  sight,'  is  a  technical  term,  which 
may  be  defined  to  be  the  power  to  initiate,  pass  and  raise  candidates  by 
the  Grand  Master  in  a  Lodge  of  Emergency,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the 
Book  of  Constitutions,  *  an  occasional  Lodge,'  espedally  convened  by 
him,  and  consisting  of  such  Mister  Masons  as  he  may  call  together  for 
that  purpose  only — the  Lodge  ceasing  to  exist  as  soon  as  the  initiation, 
passing  or  raising  has  been  accomplished  and  the  brethren  have  been 
dismissed  by  the  Orand  Master. 

"  Your  committee  think  that  Bro.  Mackey  carries  this  doctrine  fiirther 
than  the  Consdtutions  or  old  usages  will  justify.  True  it  is,  that  many 
assume  that  a  Grand  Master  may  of  himself  and  by  himself,  make  a 
Mason,  without  regard  to  time,  place  or  circumstances.  Others  hold 
that  he  must  have  a  sufficient  number  of  brethren  with  him  to  constitute 
a  Lodge  of  the  degree  to  be  conferred,  and  that  the  Lodge  must  be 
duly  opened,  and  the  ballot  spread.  This  would  seem  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  Bro.  Mackey.  Others  again 
hold,  that  degrees  may  be  conferred  at  sight,  anfy  in  a  regularly 
constituted  Lodge. 

'*  The  question  arises,  is  the  Grand  Master  bound  by  any  rule,  law 
or  regulation  ?  Every  Master  Mason  knows  that  the  Grand  Master  is 
bound  to  maintain  the  constitution,  laws  and  edicts  of  his  Grand  Lodge. 
The  particular  constitution  of  a  Grand  Lodge  is  that  instrument  which 
has  been  specially  enacted  for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  suited  to 
present  wants  and  necessities  by  the  Grand  Lodge  itself.  But  the 
Constitutions  embrace  all  the  old  charges,  which  are  unchangeable,  all 
the  old  regulations  and  constitutions,  as  published  by  our  Grand  Lodge, 
usually  denominated  'Anderson's  Constitutions. '  Every  Master  Mason, 
including  the  Grand  Master,  is  as  much  bound  to  support  these,  as 
they  are  the  particular  constitution  enacted  for  the  government  of  the 
Craft. 

'*  The  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  the  early  books  of 
Constitutions : 
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It  18  iieverliheless  still  the  prerogfttive  of  tbe  Grand  Lodge,  and  the 
B.  W.  Qraiid  Master  has  full  power  and  anthoritj,  (when  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  dufy  asiemNed,)  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  in  his  Wor- 
ship s  presence,  free  and  accepted  Masons,  at  tight,  and  such  making 
b  eood.  But  they  ciftinot  be  made  out  of  his  Worship's  presence, 
without  his  written  dispensation  for  that  purpose. 

"  Bro.  C.  W.  Moore,  of  the  Freemasan*s  Magazine,  who  has  no 
superior  as  a  Masonic  jurist,  says :  '  this  regulation  was  thus  declared 
to  be  in  force  many  yean  tubeequentJy  to  the  period  when  the  power  to 
Gonier  the  three  degrees  was  delegated  to  the  Lodges.  It  reserves  the 
right  to  the  Grand  Lodge  and  to  the  Grand  Master  <  when  te  Grand 
Lodge  is  duig  aseerMed,'^  to  make  Masons  at  eight;  Vuf  it  does  not 
anthorize  the  Grand  Master  of  himself,  nor  by  virtue  of  the  presence  of 
any  given  number  of  brethren,  to  make  Masons,  at  all.  He  can  only 
do  it  when  the  Grand  Lodge  is  '  duly  assembled.' ' 

''Every  Grand  Master  and  eveiy  Master  of  a  Lodge  is  solemnly 
bound  to  admit  no  vimtor  into  his  Lodge,  without  due  examination,  nor 
without  producing  proper  vouchers  of  his  having  been  initiated  in  a 
SBGULAB  Lodge. 

'*  An  Occasional  Lodge,  or  Lodge  of  Emergency,  is  not  a  regular 
Lodge.  A  regular  Lodge*  as  your  committee  understand  it,  is  one 
created  by  dispensation  to  work  for  the  time  being,  under  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  one  established  h^  charter  issued  by 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  duly  constituted  by  authority  of 
the  Grand  Master.  Undoubtedly  the  Grand  Lodge  is  also  to  be  classed 
as  a  regular  Lodge,  for  without  it,  subordinate  Lodges  would  cease  to 
exist 

'*  Your  conunittee  are,  therefore,  of  tbe  opinion  that  the  Grand 
Master  may  make  Masons  at  eight,  in  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  purpose 
of  illustrating,  and  securing  uniformity  of  work,  and  that  he  cannot 
legally  exercise  that  prerogative  elsewhere. 


II 


TRIALS   OF  MA8TEBS   ANB   OBANB   MASTERS. 


"  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  has  a  regulation  providing  for  the 
trial  of  Grand  Masters,  and  Masters  of  Lodges,  by  the  Lodges  to  which 
they  respectively  belong. 

*'  This  principle  is  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  so 
for  as  it  relates  to  Masters  of  Lodges,  and  was  declared  to  be  a  eound 
principle  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Missouri,  in 
1858. 

"  The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York,  California,  Iowa,  Ohio,  Vermont, 


I  QQcasion. 
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Tennessee  and  Alabama,  express  themselves  in  very  demded  terms 
against  it,  as  being  an  innovation.  The  Orand  Lodge  of  Maryland 
characterizes  it  as  an  anomafy. 

**  The  doctrine  of  the  common  law,  that  a  man  shall  be  tried  by  his 
peers,  when  accused  of  any  offense,  pervades  the  ancient  constitntiona, 
which  provide  that  if  the  Orand  Master  abuse  his  power,  he  shall  be 
subjected  to  some  new  regulation  to  be  dictated  by  the  occasion. 

'*  In  analyzing  this  article,  Bro.  C.  W.  Moore  submiU  the  foUowing 
propositions :  i 

1.  The  Grand  Master  may  abuse  his  power* 

2.  He  may  render  himself  unworthy  the  obedience  of  the  Lodees. 

3.  If  guilty  of  either  of  these  offenses,  he  may  be  held  accountable 
to  the  Orand  Lodge. 

4.  He  shall  be  tried  by  some  new  regulation. 

5.  The  Orand  Lodge  may  dictate  such  new  regulation  for  4Jie 


'*  In  1850,  the  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  tried  its  Orand  Master  by 
a  regulation  adopted  fi>r  the  occasion,  and  expelled  him  for  violating 
the  civil  law  of  that  State.  It  is  the  only  instance  on  record  in  this 
country. 

"  Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  anticipate  too  much  evil,  and  in  this  matter  that  it  is  better  to 
adhere  to  the  Rcriptural  axiom,  '  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil 
thereof.' 

'*  Bro.  Maokey  lays  down  the  law  in  the  matter  of  trying  Mastensy 
as  follows : 

No  Lodge  can  exercise  penal  jurisdiction  over  it  own  Master,  for  he 
alone  is  responsible  for  his  conduct  to  the  Orand  Lodge.  But  it  may 
act  as  his  accuser  before  that  body,  and  impeach  him  for  any  offenae 
that  he  may  have  committed. 

*'  All  the  Orand  Lodges,  exoept  Indiana  and  Missouri,  acquiesce  in 
this  rule." 


C( 


POWXBS  OF   PAST  MASTEBS. 


"  The  second  article  of  the  "  Old  Regulations,"  approved  and  con- 
firmed on  St.  John  Baptist's  day,  1721,  reads  as  follows : 

Article  IL  The  Master  of  a  particular  Lodge  has  the  right  and 
authority  of  congregating  the  members  of  his  Lodge  into  a  Uhapter 
upon  any  emergency  or  occurrence,  as  well  as  to  appoint  the  time  and 
puu)e  of  their  usual  forming.    And  in  case  of  death  or  sickness  or 
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neoeaaaij  abaenoe  of  Ae  Haiter,  die  Smsior  Waideo  shall  act  aa  Master 
fro  tempore,  if  ao  Brother  is  preseat  who  has  been  Master  of  that  Lodge 
before,  for  the  absent  Master's  authority  reverts  to  the  last  Master 
present,  though  he  cannot  act  until  the  Senior  Warden  has  congregated 
the  Lodge. 

"  Two  years  afterwards  this  regulation  was  so  amended  that  if  the 
Master  of  a  particular  Lodge  should  demit  or  be  deposed,  that  the  Senior 
Warden  should  forthwith  fill  the  Master's  chair  until  the  next  choosing ; 
'  and  ever  since,  in  the  Master's  absence,  he  fills  the  chair,  even  though 
a  former  Master  be  present.' 

"  This  old  regulatioa  has  not  been  materially  changed  since  that 
time,  and  is  an  old  landmark  which  the  '  fiithers  have  set.' 

"  Yet  there  is  a  widely  preyailing  opinion  that  Past  Masters  may 
open  a  Lodge  in  the  absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens,  while  some 
dissent  from  the  opinion  that  the  Wardens  have  the  exclusive  right  to 
oonfer  degrees  in  the  presence  of  a  former  Master.  By  a  careful  read* 
ing  of  the  regulation  quoted  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  if  no  Warden 
is  present  to  congregate  the  Lodge,  in  case  of  the  absence  or  disability 
of  the  Master,  that  it  cannot  be  opened  ;  and  it  is  equally  clear  that  a 
Warden  has  a  right  not  only  to  open  the  Lodge,  but  to  preside  and 
confer  degrees  in  the  presence  of  a  former  Master. 

"  In  Kentucky  the  Grand  Master  correctly  decided  that  where  a 
Past  Master  proceeded  to  open  a  liodge.  and  transact  business  in  the 
absence  of  the  Master  and  Wardens,  that  his  acts  were  illegal  and  void, 
and  that  where  the  Junior  Warden  proceeded  to  confer  degrees  in  the 
presence  of  former  Masters,  without  inviting  them  to  confer  the  degrees, 
that  he  also  acted  legally. 

"  Both  of  these  positions  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentudcy, 
are  strongly  supported  by  Bro.  Mackey,  and  probably  by  nearly  all  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States. 

''  Our  own  Grand  Lodge  has  unwisely  fallen  into  one  of  these  errors. 
Section  54  of  the  by-laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  distinctly  asserts  the 
right  of  a  Past  Master  to  open  a  Lodge,  and  does  not  even  set  forth 
the  universally  admitted  riglt  of  either  of  the  Wardens  to  open  a  Lodge 
in  preference  to  a  Past  Master. 

"  COMPBTXNOT  OV^  OFFICERS. 

"  The  Grand  Masteir  of  Kentucky,  at  the  session  in  October  last, 
made  the  following  sensible  remarks  in  regard  to  competent  liOdge 
officers  : 

I  am  convinced  ^here  is  not  that  interest  tfiken  in  the  selection  of 
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iDtellieent,  well-informed  Masons  for  the  officers  of  the  Lodges  generally 
that  the  importance  of  the  sabject  demands.  No  Lodgid  will  long 
flonriBh  under  the  guidance  of  inferior  officers.  Let  roe,  therefore, 
entreat  the  subordinate  Lodges  to  be  considerate  in  future,  and  select 
none  but  the  best  material,  especially  for  the  offices  of  Master  and  Sec- 
retary. Unless  the  Secretary  be  intelligent,  prompt  and  thoroughly 
conversant  with  his  duties,  the  finances  of  his  Lodge  soon  become 
deranged,  and  the  returns  to  the  Grand  Lodge  neelected,  or,  when  made 
out,  so  badly  done  that  the  Ghrand  Lodge  Committee,  ihe  Grand 
Secretary  and  the  printer  of  the  proceedings,  all  &il  to  comprehend 
them. 

**  Commenting  upon  this,  the  Maryland  Committee  pertinently  say : 

Surely  the  brethren  are  capable  of  judging  of  the  abilities  of  the 
several  members  of  their  Lodges.  And  they  ought  to  be  sufficiently 
enlightened  to  distinguish  between  the  Brother  that  can  only  repeat, 
parrot-like,  the  forms  of  Masonic  labor,  and  the  one  that  can  elucidate 
uid  expound  the  laws  by  which  the  Lodge  is  governed.  #  #  # 
The  feeling  that  should  move  a  Lodge  to  action  on  the  occasion  on 
which  it  is  called  to  ballot  for  officers,  is  that  of  the  determination  to  select 
the  best  informed  and  most  ^thfiil  of  its  Craftsmen,  and  when  such 
officers  are  secured,  they  should  be  retained  until  others  as  well  quali- 
fied and  as  worthy  as  themselves  could  be  found  to  supply  their  places. 
*  #  *  *  7o  keep  the  record  of  the  Lodge  in  the  true  Ma- 
sonic form,  requires  a  well  informed,  a  truly  enlightened  Master  Mason. 
The  registry  of  Masonic  proceedings  is  a  thing  of  very  peculiar  char- 
acter.   It  is  like  the  registry  of  the  acts  of  no  other  institution. 

'*  The  Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey,,  in  some  well  put  remarks, 
among  other  good  things,  says  : 

In  selecting  It  Master,  all  partiality,  all  mere  matter  of  courtesy 
should  be  disregarded,  and  the  character,  ability  and  Masonic  proficiency 
of  members  should  be  the  only  recommendation  that  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered when  making  a  choice.  ^  *  *  Ab  the  Master  is  looked 
upon,  and  should  be  the  guide  and  teacher  of  the  brethren,  and  is  in 
some  degree  responsible  for  the  sood  conduct  of  the  Lodge  over  which 
he  may  be  called  upon  to  preside,  I  believe  that  the  success  of  the 
Lodge  and  the  progress  of  the  brethren  in  attaining  Masonic  knowledge 
would  be  promoted  by  continuing  that  officer  from  time  to  time,  unless, 
fer  some  important  reason,  a  changed  be-  deemed  adviaable  by  the 
Lodge. 

''The  Grand  Master  of  North  Carolina,  in  his  annual  address, 
addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  at  great  length  and  with  much  ability  on 
»this  subject.     Your  committee  extract  the  following : 

How  important  then  that  he  who  assumes  the  office  of  Master  and 
teacher  of  such  a  work  should  possess  the  ability,  not  only  to  do  the  work 
oorteotly,  but  to  give  it  vitality — to  explain  it  origin,  organisation  and 
purposes,  the  laws  by  which  it  is  governed  and  by  which  it  governs,  but 
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tiiat  his  own  life  and  conduct  Bhoold  be  a  perfect  exemplification  of  true 
Masonic  principles.  #  #  #  *  But  the  beauty  and  harmony  of 
the  system  is  not  dependent  alone  upon  the  Master ;  eveiy  officer  in 
the  Lodge  has  an  important  duty  to  perform,  the  neglect  of  which,  or 
the  inability  to  perferm  it,  mars  the  whole,  and  detracts  from  the  inter- 
eat  and  value  of  the  work. 

**  The  Grand  Lodges  of  Alabama,  Rhode  Island  and  South  Carolina 
are  quite  as  explicit  upon  the  subject  as  either  of  the  foregoing. 

"  The  chairman  of  your  committee,  in  his  address  as  Grand  Master 
in  1848,  recommended  the  rule  which  was  then  adopted,  and  ever  since 
has  been  in  ferce  in  our  jurisdibtion,  that  no  dispensation  be  granted  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge,  unless  in  the  Commendation  of  the 
nearest  Lodge,  a  certificate  be  embodied  that  the  officers  recommended 
are  fully  competent  to  confer  the  first  three  degrees  in  Masonry. 

**  A  greaf  deal  that  is  said  upon  this  vital  subject  is  regarded  as  pure 
sentimentalism,  but  your  committee  feel  assured  that  all  that  is  said  falls 
fiur  short  of  the  whole  truth.  The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
two  years  since,  discussed  the  qualifications  of  Masters  at  length ;  your 
committee  nOw  desire  to  make  a  few  observations  in  regard  to  the  qual- 
ifications of  other  officers.  Every  Brother  knows  that  the  office  of 
Secretary  is  important,  yet  very  few  realize  the  extent  and  variety  of 
duties  devolving  upon  him,  and  the  qualifications  necessary  to  enable  a 
Secretary  to  discharge  them  accurately  and  creditably.  The  following 
will  probably  meet  every  Brother's  views : 

*'  Fint.  As  the  Secretary  receives  the  dues  and  fees  paid  into  the 
Lodge,  it  is  necessary  that  his  honor  and  integrity  should  be  above 
reproach  or  suspicion.  A  Brother  who  is  strictly  honest  will  seldom 
experience  serious  difficulty  with  his  brethren,  because,  as  he  only  wants 
his  own,  he  will  be  ready  to  render  the  same  to  others. 

"  Second,  The  Secretary  should  keep  debt  and  credit  with  the 
Lodge,  debt  and  credit  with  each  Brother,  and  debt  and  credit  with 
the  Grand  Lodge.  He  should,  therefore,  be  a  clear-headed,  skillful 
accountant 

'*  Third,  The  Secretary  conducts  the  correspondence  of  the  Lodge 
and  of  the  Master,  if  he  desires  it  He  should,  therefore^  be  able  to 
write  a  good  legible  hand  and  to  express  his  ideas  with  perspicuity, 
easily  and  grammatically. 

**  Fourth.  The  Secretary  keeps  the  records  of  the  Lodge.  He 
should  therefore  be  so  conversant  with  the  work  and  ritual  of  the  Order, 
with  its  usages  and  laws,  that  he  may  be  able  to  make  up  a  clear,  terse 
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record,  and  properly  to  distiDgaish  between  what  shoold  be  written  and 
what  unwritten. 

"  Fifth,  As  this  officer  and  all  his  work  are  under  the  direct  control 
of  the  Master,  it  is  highly  neceasaiy  that  he  should  be  fiuniliar  and 
ready  in  the  by-laws  and  business  of  the  Lodge,  so  that  he  may  not  be 
a  mere  clerk  in  the  hands  of  the  Master,  but  a  competent,  candid  and 
useful  adviser. 

"  Sixth.  As  he  must  do  business  with  all  the  members,  and  must 
necessarily  often  be  placed  in  an  embarrassing  or  vexatious  positicm,  it 
would  be  well  for  the  Lodge  after  looking  for  the  above  qualifications, 
to  select  an  amiable,  patient  Brother,  who,  while  he  would  be  firm  and 
punctilious  in  discharging  his  duties,  would  be  careful  about  giving 
offense,  and  be  considerate  and  temperate  with  his  brethren. 

"  Any  Brother  possessing  these  qualifications  would  be  able  to  dis- 
charge any  other  duty  devolving  upon  him  as  Secretary. 

**  The  next  most  important  officer  is  the  Senior  Deacon.  He  is  the 
active  proxy  of  the  Master  upon  the  floor.  Mere  acquaintance  with  the 
work,  however  thorough  it  may  be,  or  aptness  in  discharging  his  various 
duties  upon  the  floor,  while  they  are  indispensable,  are  not  dU  that  is 
necessary.  He  should  be  a  considerate,  dignified  and  gentlemanly 
officer,  discharging  every  duty  'with  ease,  and  able  to  examine  and 
introduce  visitors  with  grace  and  politeness." 

(to  bb  coKTiirvxn.) 


»^*~« 


[t^  A  Lodge  ought  to  assemble  for  work  at  least  once  in  every  cal- 
endar month ;  and  must  consist  of  one  Master ;  two  Wardens,  senior 
and  junior ;  one  Secretary,  one  Treasurer,  two  Deacons,  one  or  more 
Stewards,  a  Tyler,  and  as  many  members  as  the  Master  and  the  major- 
ity of  the  Lodge  shall  think  proper ;  although  more  than  forty  or  fifty, 
when  they  can  attend  regularly,  as  the  wholesome  rules  of  the  Craft 
require,  are  generally  found  inconvenient  for  working  to  advantage  ; 
and,  therefore,  when  a  Lodge  comes  to  be  thus  numerous,  some  of  the 
ablest  Master  workmen,  and  others  under  their  dhrection,  will  obtain 
leave  to  separate  and  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  Warrant  to  work 
by  themselves,  in  order  to  the  advancement  of  the  Craft. — Ancient 
Ocnstitutions. 
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B £    A    MAN* 


[ZtUtUtt,] 

Cease  jonr  whining,  cease  your  fretting, 

Cease  your  railing  at  your  lot ; 
There 's  no  time  for  nseless  dreaming. 

These  complaints  can  profit  not 
What  if  lifo  is  not  all  pleasure? 

Fretting  wont  relieve  the  pain ; 
Noble  sonls  Bave  never  leisure 

At  misfortune  to  complain. 

Meet  misfortune's  drooping  willows 

As  the  sailor  meets  the  storm, 
Just  to  ride  upon  the  billows, 

Till  they  bear  him  to  his  bourne. 
Catch  the  breese,  or  yon  '11  succeed  not  ; 

Life 's  Ibr  labor,  not  for  sport, 
Quiet  seas  thy  way  will  speed  not, 

Calm  wont  bring  thee  into  port. 

If  yon  would  yourself  be  happy. 

Yon  mast  happiness  impart ; 
Bless  your  neighbors  all  around  yon, 

'T  will  return  to  your  own  heart. 
Let  your  sympathies  flow  outward. 

With  the  sorrowful  condole ; 
Let  your  smiles  be  like  the  sunshine, 

Cheering  every  weary  soul. 

All  which  you  may  be  desiring 

lilay  not  be  within  your  power, 
Yet  what  God  is  now  reqoiring 

Is,  do  well  the  present  hour. 
Go,  relieve  life's  present  sorrow. 

Let  no  indolence  prevail ; 
He  who  waits  until  to-morrow 

To  do  good,  will  surely  fail. 

Let  your  aim  be  high  and  holy, 

And  your  motives  strong  and  true ; 
Life  has  pleasures  for  the  lowly. 

Life  has  something  still  to  do. 
Idle  hands  are  always  weary. 

Selfish  nature  knows  no  joy ; 
Loving  souls  are  ever  cheery, 

ToiUng  spirits  never  doy. 
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Onward,  upward,  mounting  higher, 
On  each  ware  top  as  it  rolls, 

Fill  yonr  heart  with  manly  fire. 
Labor  is  for  noble  sonls. 


ST.    PAUL'S    CATHEDRAL,    LONDON. 
Sztnet  flrom  •  LtMtu  to  dM  itevteur  bj  its  Bditor. 

Fbom  boyhood  I  had  read  and  heard  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  and 
coveted  the  privilege  of  gazing  upon  it,  and  standing  within  its  old  and 
consecrated  courts.  It  is  the  most  gigantic  structure  in  the  world  de- 
voted to  the  interests  of  Protestant  Christianity,  and  is  only  excelled  in 
grandeur  and  extent  by  St.  Peter's  in  Borne.  Besides  this,  it  is  the 
finest  specimen  of  Freemasoniy,  in  its  operative  character,  of  two  hun- 
dred years  ago  ;  and  the  Qrand  Master  of  Masons  was  it  architect  and 
builder.  You  will  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  my  first  day  in  London 
found  me  in  St.  Paul's,  gazing — admiring — wondering ;  and  eveij  day 
since,  when  passing  along  by  it,  I  have  paused  to  admire  its  beautiful 
proportions  and  wonderful  magnitude.  Again  and  again  have  I  entered 
its  old  and  gorgeous  rotunda,  turned  my  eyes  to  its  lofty  dome,  rich  in 
historical  paintings,  and  looked  in  wonder  upon  the  beautiful  statues  of 
statesmen  and  heroes  which  adorn  its  interior.  The  genius  which 
designed,  and  the  patient  energy  which  constructed  this,  the  most  majes- 
tic specimen  of  architecture  on  English  soil,  must  command  the  homage 
and  respect  of  visitors,  whether  from  England  itself,  or  from  other  and 
distant  lands. 

I  can  send  you  a  veiy  accurate  view  of  its  exterior  appearance,  but 
no  words  can  convey  an  idea  of  its  size,  and  its  imposing  appearance. 
I  shall  therefore,  not  attempt  a  description  of  the  building,  but  a  sketeh 
of  the  builder ;  and  with  the  mere  size  of  the  structure,  leave  your  imagi- 
nation to  conceive  the  powers  of  the  artist  who  planned  and  built  it 

As  you  enter  the  central  door  firom  the  north  and  pass  between  the 
great  pillars  to  the  centre  of  the  floor  beneath  the  dome,  you  stop  and 
look  around  and  upward  in  blank  amazement.  The  whole  building  is 
on  such  a  gigantic  scale, — so  grand,  so  imposing,  so  solid,  so  perfect, 
that  you  stand  subdued  and  awed  as  in  the  presence  of  the  Master 
builder  himself:  a  sense  of  magnitude,  of  power,  of  grandeur,  rivets 
you  to  the  spot,  and  it  is  some  time  before  you  dare  move  or  turn  to 
examine  in  detail.    The  form  of  this  mater-piece  of  architecture  is  that 
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of  a  Greek  cross  ;  its  extreme  lengtli  is  five  handred  feet ;  its  greatest 
ividth  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  feet;  and  it  height  to  the  cross 
above  the  dome  is  nearly  or  qnite  four  hundred  feet.  This  will  give 
you  some  idea  of  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  building. 

Standing  on  the  moiiio  floor,  beneaUi  the  centre  of  the  dome,  yoa 
torn  to  your  left,  and  in  front  of  the  organ,  beyond  which  is  the  ch<Hr 
— where  the  religious  services  are  now  held.  You  advance  to  near  the 
organ,  and  a  record  of  olden  days  is  before  you — ^the  most  fitting  and 
appropriate  epitaph  I  have  ever  seen  or  read.  There  are  eight  splendid 
Corinthian  columns  of  blue  veined  marble,  which  support  the  organ  and 
gallery,  and  richly  ornamented  with  carved  work. 


INSTAIiLATION  OF  THE  G.  M.  OF  MASONS  IN  ILLINOIS. 


Thb  following  is  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremony  adopted  at  the 
last  session  of  the  G.  L.  of  lUiaois : 

The  installing  Grand  Officer  takes  the  chaur,  and  after  calling  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  order,  says : 

"  Brethren  of  the  €h:and  Lodge — We  are  now  m  the  East  to  instal 
your  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Have  they  been  duly 
elected  ?" 

Grand  Secretary—''  They  have,  Most  Worshipful  1" 


Pretiding  Officer — "  Bro.  Grand  Secretary,  you  will  report  the 
names  of  the  elected." 

(Grand  Secretary  reports.) 

Preeiding  Officer — "  Brethren^-You  have  heard  the  names  of  your 
elected  Officers,  reported  by  the  Grand  Secretary.  If  any  member  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  is  apprised  of  any  just  or  Masonic  reason  why  either 
of  these  Officers  should  not  be  installed,  let  him  speak  now,  or  forever 
after  be  silent" 

No  obfecticn  being  made,  he  proceeds — "  We  are  happy  to  observe 
that  you  still  approve  the  choice  made,  and  we  now  declare  them  duly 
elected,  and  ready  fi>r  installation.  Bro.  Grand  Marshal,  you  will  pre- 
sent the  Grand  Master  elect." 

Grand  Marshal-^**  Most  Worshipfiil  Sif — ^I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent Bro.  A.  B.  for  installation,  who  has  been  duly  elected  Most  Wor- 
shtpfal  Grand  Master  oi  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  for  the  ensuing 
year." 

Presiding  Officer — **  Most  Worshipful  Brother — ^We  most  cordially 
congratulate  you  upon  your  election  to  this,  the  most  distinguished  ana' 

12 — VOL.  V.      HO.  IV. 
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important  office  within  the  gift  of  Masons.  The  confidence  displayed 
by  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  elevating  yon  to  the  supreme 
command,  is  an  ample  guarantee  to  the  Masonic  world  of  your  wisdom 
and  your  worth.  You  cannot,  Sir,  be  otherwise  than  aware  of  the  deep 
and  solemn  consequence  of  the  duties  you  are  now  about  to  assume ; 
nor  of  the  many  cares  and  perplexities  which  embitter  its  unequalled 
honors.  These  perplexities,  however,  will  be  greatly  alleviated  by  the 
affectionate  sympatny  and  active  assistance  of  your  brethren.  You 
will  have  to  encounter  stem  opposition  from  without,  and,  too  fre- 
quently, vexatious  misunderstandings  from  within ;  but,  Sir,  the  most 
dangerous  and  insidious  enemy  to  the  perpetuity  and  harmony  of  our 
beloved  institution,  which  will  disturb  and  harrass  your  administration, 
is  an  alarming  tendency  in  the  Order  to  innovation.  The  feverish  and 
impulsive  age  we  live  in,  has  so  imbued  the  whole  world  with  the  love 
of  change,  that  we  have  to  watch  with  sleepless  care,  or  robust  pbo- 
GRBSSiON  will  dare  even  to  penetrate  our  venerable  and  mysterious 
portals.  Let  me  entreat.  Sir,  that  you  will  resolutely  exert  the  strong 
arm  of  power  to  guard  well  our  gray  old  sanctuaries.  Keep  our  altabs 
AS  OUR  fathers  builded  THEM — ^aud  let  our  harps  breathe  forth  the 
'  same  sweet  and  simple  music  as  when  first  touched  by  fhe  fingers  of 
the  Eld. 

"I  will  now,  Sir,  administer  to  you  the  obligation  of  your  offioe. 
(Here  caU  vp  the  Lodge.) 

'*  You  do  solemnly  promise,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Gk>d  and 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  that  you  will,  to  the  best  of  your 
abilities,  faithfully  and  impartially  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on 
your  office — that  you  will  conform  to  the  constitution,  laws,  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  that 
you  will  enforce  a  strict  obedience  to  the  same,  from  all  subordinate  to 
your  control." 

Grand  Master  Elect — *'A11  this  do  I  promise— Gk>d  being  my 
help." 

Preeiding  Officer — **  We  now.  Most  Worshipful,  have  the  honor  to 
invest  you  with  the  Jewel  of  your  office,  and  with  the  emblem  of  your 
control  (Jiand  the  Gavil)  and  welcome  you  to  the  East  of  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  ask  the  privilege  of  being  the 
first  to  assure  you  of  my  fealty  and  obedience. 

"  Brethren — ^Behold  your  Grand  Master. 

**  Grand  Master — ^Behold  your  Brethren." 

(If  the  instaUation  is  in  the  Lodge^  the  Brethren  standing  in  their 
places,  vnil  noio  MasonicaUy  salute  the  Chair  in  the  three  symbdUe 
degrees,  and  give  the  grand  honors  three  times.  Then  the  Grand 
Master,  after  calling  down,  can,  if  he  desires,  address  the  Grand 
Lodge,  after  which,  he,  or  a  proxy  for  him,  will  proceed  with  the 
installation,) 
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HISTORICAL    BLUNDERING. 


Vrom  tlM  TncmMOiLi'  Monthly  MagailiM. 

Wb  find  tlie  following  extraordinary  sketch  of  the  personal  history 
of  the  late  Thos.  S.  Webb,  in  the  Voice  of  Mcuonry,  where  it  appears 
as  a  oommunioation  to  the  editor  from  *'  Bro.  James  Collins."  Either 
the  writer's  information  or  his  memory  are  greatly  at  fault  We  have 
appended  a  few  brief  notes  which  will  sufficiently  explain  the  character 
of  the  article ;  and  have  only  to  add,  that  there  is  quite  too  much  of 
such  unreliable  matter  on  the  subject  of  Masonry,  circulating  about  the 
country,  either  fbr  the  credit  of  our  Institution  or  the  enlightenment  of 
its  younger  members : 

My  recollections  with  regard  to  Bro.  Webb,  are  in  most  particulan 
so  vague  and  indefinite  as  not  to  afford  many  veiy  reliable  statistics.  I 
knew  him  by  sight,  as  he  was  familiarly  called  Tom  Webb,*  as  early 
as  1813,  '14  and  '15,  but  my  intimate  acquaintance  did  not  commence 
until  the  16th  of  August,  1818,  the  evening  of  which  I  received  the 
degree  of  R  A.,  and  from  that  time  until  early  in  the  winter  of  1819, 
I  was  with  him  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time. 

I  think,  from  what  I  can  now  recollect  of  his  account  of  himself, 
that  he  must  have  been  an  Englishman  by  birth,  but  he  may  have  been 
a  Scotchman ;  at  any  rate  his  connections  must  have  been  on  the  old 
continent,  as  I  have  often  heard  him  speak  of  writing  them  there.t  I 
have  often  heard  him  speak  of  his  father,  Joseph  Webb,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman,  who  was  appointed  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
at  Soston,:^  and  all  parts  within  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles,  in 
1771,  which  appointment  he  held  until  1777 ;  when,  after  the  revolu- 
tionary troubles  were  at  an  end,  it  was  thought  best  to  establish  an 
independent  Grand  Lodge  in  Massachusetts,  of  which  he  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  which  he  held  until  his  death  in  1782.$ 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  small  in  stature,  dark  oomplexioned,  and 
anything  but  prepossessing  in  his  appearance.  His  fiither  had  intended 
him  for  the  law.  He  graduated  in  the  classical  department  with  the 
highest  honors,!!  and  had  nearly  finished  the  study  of  his  profession 
when  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  from  that  time  abandoned  the 
idea  of  the  law,  and  paid  his  whole  attention  to  the  institution,  and 
made  frequent  visits  to  his  friends  in  the  old  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  perfecting  himself.  IT 

*  This  is  a  «uteami»^whioh,  If  true,  Is  not  reoLembered  by  his  fHends. 

t  Brother  Webb  inui  bora  in  Boston,  and  was  of  coarse  neither  an  Englishman  nor  a 
Seotchman. 

X  Col.  Joseph  Wf  bb  was  a  Mtrthamt  in  Boston,  and  during  the  rerolutlon  an  officer  in  the 
army.    He  wss  not  an  Xplscopal  Clergyman,  nor  was  he  the  flUher  of  Thos.  S.  Webb. 

S  Col.  Jos.  Webb  was  Grand  liaster  in  1786.  Tlie  inforenee,  therefbre,  is  piattr  o<»cltt- 
dTe  that  he  did  not  die  in  1782! 

I  He  graduated  firam  a  BoolAmdtrif  in  Boston,  at  the  age  of  21  yean!  and  hAd  ftiUjr  ftn- 
islMd  "  the  study  t>f  his  jnroftstum  when  he  was  initiated  into  Masonry." 

T  He  never  Tinted  the  "  old  country  "  at  all.  nor  had  he  any  ocoaelon  to  do  so  in  order  to 
perfbet  liimself  in  the  leetuzes  of  Ifasoniy.  All  the  iofbrmation  lie  posssaNd  or  needed  on 
that  subjeet,  he  obti^Md  in  this  eoontry. 


.• 
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HiB  manner  of  teaohinff  was  yery  &miliar,  easy  and  communicatiTe ; 
a  stickler  as  to  words  or  letters,  but  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary 
patience,  acoompanied  with  explanations,  illustrations  and  all  manner  of 
anecdotes  calculated  to  make  such  impressions  upon  the  memoiy  as  to 
rivet  bis  particular  pbraseology  in  such  a  manner  as  not  easily  to  be 
forgotten. 


-•««-^v»> 


AN   OLD   DOCUMENT.* 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  Circular  issued  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  Lodge  No.  164,  at  Washington,  Pa.,  in  1824,  which  has 
been  placed  in  our  hands.  It  exhibits  a  state  of  darkness  in  the  public 
mind,  in  relation  to  Masonry,  prior  to  the  Morgan  excitement,  scarcely 
conceivable  at  this  day.  The  reader  will  find  it  given  with  an  account 
of  the  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  it,  in  Greigh's  Masonry  and 
Anti-Masonry,  pp.  58,  59. 

[CIBCVLAR.] 

WaMnffUm,  Pa.,  Mcarch  4t&,  1824. 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  164,  held  in  the  town  of 
Washington,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  by  the  Brethren,  that  the  an- 
niversary of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  (24th  June  next,)  be  celebrated  by 
a  public  procession.  In  pursuance  thereof,  the  undersigned  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  aadress  our  Brethren  upon  the  subject,  to  state 
some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution, 
and  to  ascertain  from  them  What  assistance  we  may  expect  on  the 
occasion. 

In  these  days,  which  are  characterized  by  zeal  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel  and  thb  dissemination  of  truth  among  the  unenliefatened 
nations  of  the  earth,  an  opinion  prevtdls  among  many  who  hold  con- 
spicuous stations  in  the  societies  expressly  formed  for  these  purposes, 
that  Masonry  is  inimical  to  their  designs,  and  that  the  Order  reooffnizes 
no  principle  in  which  the  spiritual  welfare  of  mankind  is  embraced,  but 
rather  rests  satisfied  with  the  inculcatk>n  of  some  of  the  moral  virtues. 
The  falsity  of  this  opinion  is  known  to  every  Mason. 

Hence  it  is,  that  in  some  worshipping  assemblies  Masons  are  excluded 
from  the  sacramental  board,  and  are  looked  upon  aa  entirely  unworthy 
of  membership  in  a  Christian  church,  unless  they  renounce — what? — 
the  purest  morality,  the  most  extensive  benevolence — nay,  the  New 
Testament.  For  if  every  Mason  does  not  perform  the  requirements  of 
"  the  law,"  neither  does  he  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  driest  or  the 
Levite,.  but  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Samaritan,  and  becomes  a 

*  From  the  MMonlo  Signet  and  Joonud. 
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*'  neighbor  to  him  who  fell  among  ihieves.^'  But  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  ns  will  not  see  these  things,  for  some  are  blinded  by  ignorance, 
and  some  by  prejudice. 

Some  measures  partieokrly  hostile  to  the  JSult^ufion  haTe  originated 
in  this  eoanty,  nav,  in  this  town-nmd  although  their  penal  operation 
on  the  fraternity  has  been  presented  by  the  good  sense  and  charity  of 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  body  in  which  they  were  introduced, 
they  have  yet  had  their  effect  Some  were  weak  enough  to  withdraw, 
and  many  have  withheld  their  countenance  and  support  m  consequence. 
Our  enemies  are  antioipatine  the  most  un&yorable  results  here ;  but 
we  hope  that  by  striot  adherenoe  to  the  ancient  land-marks  of  the 
Order,  and  a  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fimdamental  principles  of  the 
Institution,  we  wul  be  enabled  to  establish  Masoniy  in  this  place,  upon 
a  firmer  basis,  to  convince  the  ignorant  of  their  errors,  and  disappoint 
the  bigot  in  his  uncharitable  expectations. 

As  we  have  nerer  yet  had  a  prooeonon,  it  has  been  firequenUy  meed 
by  our  enemies,  that  we  *'  love  daricness  rather  than  light/'  and  (£ey 
have  inanuated  that  we  neither  possess  numbers  nor  respectability 
sufficient  to  justify  us  in  publicly  celebrating  any  of  the  festivals  of  the 
Order.  These  are  calumnies  that  *'  pass  u$  by  like  idle  winds,  which 
we  respect  not ;"  but  they,  joined  to  the  hackneyed  charge  ef  immoral- 
ity in  the  Maaonio  body,  have  a  powerful  effect  upon  the  minds  of  a 
liUKO  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  are  caloulated  to  perpetuate  illiberal 
and  unfounded  aspersions  cast  on  the  fraternity. 

To  fr«e  ourselves  frx>m  such  imputations,  and  to  convince  the  world 
that  we  possess  an  individual  and  collective  character  of  which  we  are 
not  ashamed,  we  call  upon  you  to  assist  us  in  the  attempt.  We  call 
upon  you  by  the  saorea  bond  of  Masonic  union,  to  make  vigorous  ex- 
ertion for  toe  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  an  end — to  leave  no  stone 
unturned,  that  we  may  have  such  a  procession  as  will  remove  the 
doubts  of  the  incredulous,  and  silence  toe  tongue  of  the  slanderer. 

We  request  that  as  speedily  as  possible  we  may  be  informed  of  the 
probable  number  of  the  Brethren  that  would  attend  from  your  Lodge. 
Yours,  fraternally, 

JOHN  WILSON,         1 

GEORGE  BAIBD,       |  *^  Arrangemad. 

JOHN  WATT.  j 


DIF*  Masons  ought  to  be  moral  men.  Consequently  they  should 
be  good  husbands,  good  parento,  good  sons,  and  good  neighbors; 
avoiding  all  excess  injurious  to  themselves  or  frunilies,  and  wise  as  to 
all  afiairs,  both  of  their  own  household  and  of  the  Lodge,  for  certiun 
reasons  known  to  themselves. — Ancient  Constitutions, 
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MORGAN. 


Teus  &te  of  William  Morgan  has  long  been  a  matter  of  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  many  people.  We  give  below  an  article  from  the  Mirror  caid 
Keystone  which  throws  some  light  upon  this  subject.  There  is,  how- 
ever, some  slight  mistake  in  names.  The  vessel  in  which  the  person 
believed  to  be  Morgan,  sailed  from  this  country  to  Smyrna,  was  the 
Brig  ARnerva^  which  was  owned  by  Ezra  Weston,*  of  Duzbury,  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  captain's  name  was  Martin  Waterman.  We  knew 
him  from  our  early  childhood,  and  think  he  is  still  living. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  the  Editor  of  this  Magazine  was  in  Smyrna, 
he  received  firom  American  residents  there  an  aocount  of  the  individual 
alluded  to  by  the  Mirror  and  Key$^one^  and  whom  every  one  believed 
to  be  William  Morgan.  We  were  not,  at  that  period,  a  Mason,  and 
did  not  take  any  pains  to  investigate  the  matter : 

*'  [  In  last  week's  '  Mirror  and  Keystone,'  we  promised  to  give  our 
readers  some  information  obtained  by  Bro.  A.  G.  Qoodall,  in  relation  to 
William  Morgan,  the  supposed  €tbduoted,  which  we  stated,  corroborated 
what  we  published  some  years  ago,  in  every  essential  particular.  Bro. 
Goodall  is  a  devoted  and  intelligent  Freemason.  He  is  an  ofBoer  in 
Monigomeiy  Lodge  No.  19,  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability  and  of 
undoubted  veracity,  whose  statements  can  be  relied  upon  as  being  true 
in  every  particular.  He  is  a  member  of  the  '  American  Bank  Note 
Company,'  which  house,  as  Bank  Note  engravers,  has  a  wide  reputation, 
and  is  well  known  in  this  countary  and  Europe. 

"  Before  giving  the  statement  of  Bro.  Gk)odall,  we  ^11  present  our 
readers  with  an  extract  from  the  '  Masonic  Mirror  and  Keystone,'  -of 
January  17,  1855,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  information 
obtained  by  Bro.  Goodall,  agrees  with  that  communicated  to  us  by  Bro. 
Bloom,  nearly  five  years  ago.  We  make  no  comments  but  present  the 
facts  to  our  readers.] 

<*  <  The  truth  is,  William  Morgan  was  never  abducted,  much  less 
assassinated.  Now,  dear  reader,  do  not  start  at  the  '  Mirror '  making 
such  an  unqualified  and  positive  assertion,  denying  the  statement  that 
was  reiterated  and  sworn  to  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  by  those 
who  were  considered  of  unimpeachable  integrity.  But  we  do  make 
the  assertion  without  any  qualification,  having  proof,  living  proof,  of  the 
most  undoubted  character  before  us.     A  gentleman  of  high  scientific 

*  Tb«  Gtrandlkiher  of  tha  Bditor  of  Thi  AflSLiB. 
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attainmnntB,  who  bag  travelled  muoh,  resided  \n  the  East  for  many 
years,  was  made  a  Mason  on  the  same  evening  and  at  the  same  time 
with  Alexander  of  Russia  and  Prince  Joseph  Ponietowsky,  (who  was 
killed  in  the  batde  of  Leipsic,)  in  the  city  of  Paris,  daring  the  reign 
of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  in  Amitie  Lodge,  on  the  7th  of  September, 
1805.  Our  infbrmant  is  named  Joseph  Alexander  Bloom.  He  is  now 
in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  intellect,  and 
a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinary  information.  This  Brother  informs 
us  that  he  resided  for  some  time  in  the  city  of  Smyrna ;  that  in  1831, 
he  became  acquainted  with  an  American  gentleman  who  professed  the 
Mahomedan  faith,  who  went  by  the  name  of  Mustapha,  and  was 
engaged  at  that  time  in  teaching  the  English  and  Frenol^  languages ; 
the  latter  of  which  he  understood  but  imperfectly. 

"  '  That  this  man  wtw  no  other  than  William  Morgan,  who  with  his 
own  lips  communicated  the  fact  to  Bro.  Bloom,  with  many  circumstances 
which  our  informant  has,  since  his  arrival  in  this  country,  found  to  be 
true.  If  any  other  evidence  was  needed,  it  is  confirmed  in  Bro.  B.'s 
mind  in  the  most  conclusive  manner  by  seeing  the  portrait 'of  the  sup- 
posed abducted  William  Morgan,  published  with  his  exposition,  (so 
called)  of  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry.  This  picture  is  a  striking  like- 
ness of  his  acquaintance  of  Smyrna.  Brother  Bloom  states  -that  he 
could  not  help  retaining  in  his  recollection  the  features  of  Morgan,  as  they 
^ed  at  the  same  boose  and  he  had  frequent  conversations  with  him. 
This  house  was  a  public  place  of  entertainment,  and  was  kept  by  one 
Saho,  It  is  situated  on  the  bay,  and  it  was  near  this  place  where  Mr. 
Gotta  was  taken.  Bro.  Bloom  further  states  that  Morgan  left  this  coun- 
try in  the  ship  Mervine,  which  sailed  from  Boston  to  Smyrna,  and 
belonged  to  the  firm  of  Lagdon  &;  Go.  The  captain's  name  of  the  '  Mer 
vine '  was  Welch ;  this  was  all  told  by  Morgan  to  Bro.  B.  We  think  our 
readers  can  place  the  utmost  confidence  in  what  has  been  stated  above. 
It  is  uttered  by  a  Brother  who  has  reached  his  three  score  and  ten,  and 
vouches  fer  every  word  that  has  been  written.  Let  the  absurd  and  incon- 
sistent slanders  which  have  been  raised  in  relation  to  the  forcible  abduc- 
tion of  Morgan,  be  forever  silent.  To  the  Masonic  Institution  it  can 
make  very  little  difference  whether  the  falsehood  so  widely  circulated 
gained  much  or  little  credence.  It  is  our  purpose,  as  it  always  has  been, 
to  Uve  down  all  that  may  be  said  of  us  adverse  to  Honor  and  Virtue.' 

"  BRO.  GOODALL'b  statement. 

"  Bro.  Qoodall,  while  in  Constantinople,  had  several  interviews  with 
two  persons,  now  living  in  that  city,  who  informed  him  that  they  wer 
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perianal^  acquainted  with  '  Morgan,'  one  of  whom  wab  [EF*  a  pupil 
of  Morgan  ^£[|  who  taught  him  English  and  l^ench,  lie  oonfeeoon 
Morgan  made  to  this  person,  leaves  no  doubt  of  his  being  the  veritaUe 
Morgan,  the  supposed  abdnoted ;  who,  while  the  hue  and  ciy  of  his 
having  been  killed  and  cast  into  the  Niagara,  was  in  foil  blast,  he, 
Morgan,  was  qnietlj  luxuriating  in  a  quiet  dreamy  life  among  the  Turks. 
He  confessed  that  he  sailed  direct  firom  the  United  States  to  Smjma, 
where  he  adopted  the  Turkish  dress,  and  the  name  of  Mustapha,  and 
applied  himself  to  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  Turkish  and  Frenoh 
languages.  He  is  well  known  in  Smyrna  by  the  name  of  Mustapha, 
and  as  a  teacher  of  the  English  and  French  languages.  He  was  veiy 
reserved  in  his  manner  and  conversation,  and  no  clue  could  be  obtained 
to  his  history,  except  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  United  States,  but 
for  what  purpose,  none  ever  knew,  only  those  to  whom  he  made  the  state- 
ment, that  he  was  the  Morgan  who  occasioned  so  much  excitement 
throughout  the  United  States  among  the  members  of  the  Masonic  Order. 
The  last  seen  or  known  of  him  was  five  or  six  years  ago,  when  he  was 
still  in  Smyrna,  had  quit  teaching,  and  was  living  in  habite,  manuers 
and  costume  as  a  Turk." 


i^-»«- 


HAMBURGH    AND    COLORED    MASONS. 


Xztraot  from  »  Report  of  the  New  Tork  Committee  on  Foreign  Correepond«noe. 

Imperious  circumstances  require,  at  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  a 
notice  of  the  very  singular  movements  of  this  body.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh,  has  two  subordinates  in  this 
city,  which  were  chartered  by  that  body  several  years  ago.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  by  its  Grand  Master,  in  a  very  respectful  and 
fiatemal  communication,  explained  to  that  body  our  constitutional  rules, 
prohibiting  the  organization  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  by  any  other 
Grand  Lodge  whatever,  and  firatemally  requested  the  withdrawal  or 
revocation  of  these  charters.  T|  this  communieation  a  reply  was  made 
by  Hamburgh,  that  they  had  a  right  to  issue  these  charters,  and  they 
should  persist  in  their  continuance.  New  York  then,  after  remonaftrating 
against  the  act,  as  an  unwarranted  invasion  of  our  jurisdictional  righto, 
and  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States 
generally,  declared  the  Hamburgh  subordinates  irregular  and  clandestine, 
and  forbade  all  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  members  of  those  bodies, 
and  suspended  all  intercourse  with  the  parent  body  in  Europe,  and  ite 
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ooDstitiieiiiB.  This  aeljon  waa  seconded  by  our  sister  Grand  Lodges 
thionghoat  ihe  Union,  and  resolntions  were  adopted  by  some  of  tbem 
of  greater  stringency,  if  possible,  than  had  been  adopted  by  the  Qmad 
Lodge  of  New  York ;  so  that  now  no  Hamburgh  Mason  can  obtain 
admission  to  a  regahir  Lodge  in  this  conntiy.  His  coarse  was  demand- 
ed by  the  necessities  of  the  case.  All  other  means  had  been  exhansted 
to  persnade  that  body  to  withdraw  its  charter,  without  avail.  To  have 
tamely  submitted  to  this  violation  of  onr  territorial  rights,  would  have 
destroyed  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  spread  dissension,  conflict  and  turmoil  among  the  members 
of  the  Fraternity,  and  would  have  ultimately  dissolved  the  Grand 
Lodges.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh,  seeming  to  be  conscious  of 
the  great  wrong  they  are  inflicting  upon  the  Fraternity,  not  only  of  New 
York,  but  of  the  United  States,  have  adopted  a  system  of  reprisals,  in 
retaliation  of  her  supposed  grievances,  that  is  unheard  of  in  the  history 
of  Masonry.  We  have  received,  through  the  Grand  Secretary,  from 
our  able,  fiiithful,  and  inde&tigable  representative,  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Saxony,  at  Dresden,  the  B.  W.  Bro.  Yon  Meuach,  several 
communications  detailing  these  &cts,  and  giving  an  account  of  his  own 
doings  in  the  premises. 

The  first  is  a  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Hamburgh,  for  the  6th  of  May,  1858,  which  reads  as  follows,  viz : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consid- 
eration of  those  sister  Grand  Lodges  in  Europe,  more  intimately 
connected  with  a  matter  of  general  importance,  requesting  them  to 
report  their  opinion  what  action  in  relation  thereto,  might  be  necessary 
to  be  taken,  and  which  at  the  same  time  might  be  calculated  to  me^ 
the  approbat^n  of  a  majority  of  them.  There  exists  in  some  of  the 
States  of  North  America,  besides  the  Lodges  at  Hayti,  many  indepen- 
dent Lodges  of  colored  people,  (negroes,  mulattoes,  &c.,)  as,  for 
instance,  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  New  Jer- 
sey, Maryland,  &c.  They  are  united  under  Ghrand  Lodges  under  the 
junisdiction  of  a  National  Grand  Lodge  of  America.  We  know  little 
of  them,  because  they  are  declared  bv  the  North  American  Grand 
Lodges  as  clandestine  Lodges,  and  all  Masonic  intercourse  is  strictly 
forbidden.  Their  origin  is  unknown.  The  African  Lodge  at  Boston, 
insists  upon  having  obtained  its  charter  from  the  Grand  I^ge  of  Eng* 
land ;  this  is,  however,  doubtful.  According  to  an  assertion  of  some 
of  our  German  brethren,  who  have,  free  from  prejudice,  visited  negro 
Lodges  in  New  York,  they  could  find  nothmg  tending  to  prevent  them 
from  pronouncing  these  Lodges  just  and  perfect.  In  North  America, 
however,  in  the  land  of  boasted  liberty,  a  negro  or  mulatto,  in  short, 
any  person  in  whose  veins  a  Edngle  drop  of  colored  blood  runs — ^be  he 
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twice  as  righteous,  honest,  well  educated,  talented  and  scientific,  is  con- 
sidered an  outcast,  and  all  intercourse  with  such  person  is  regarded  as 
a  disgrace.  The  prejudice  against  colored  people,  even  in  those  States 
not  counted  as  slave  States,  and  where  none  but  firee  negoes  live,  as  for 
instance,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  of  such  nature,  that  no  white 
person  would  sit  down  with  a  negro  at  the  same  table,  or  travel  with 
one  in  the  same  stage.  That  even  our  American  brethren  are  not  free 
from  this  prejudice,  is  a  &ct  well  known  and  deeply  to  be  regretted. 
In  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  (Williard,)  for 
1855,  the  question  whether  colored  persons  could  be  admitted  as  Masons, 
was  regarded  as  a  monstrous  proposition,  and  unworthy  of  discussion. 
At  the  Masonic  Convention,  in  Paris,  in  1855,  Bro.  CummingSy 
representative  of  Washington,  insinuated  that  the  European  Lodges,  in 
consideration  of  the  condition  in  America,  might  be  induced  not  to 
admit  neeroes ;  this  insinuation  was,  however,  rejected.  Under  these 
prejudicid  circumstances  on  the  part  of  the  North  American  Grand 
Lodges,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  colored  Lodges  and 
Grand  Lodges  never  will  be  recognized  by  them.  But  are  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Europe,  where  such  prejudices  are  unknown,  thereby  bound 
to  deny  the  legitimacy  of  a  great  number  of  otherwise  just  and  lawful 
Lodges,  and  to  refuse  their  brethren  admittance  into  our  Lodges  because 
they  are  of  a  darker  color  ?  The  &ct  that  a  Grand  Lodge  of  a  negro 
State — ^that  of  Hayti,  with  its  Subordinates — ^has  been  recognized  by 
most  of  the  European  Grand  Lodges,  as  a  legal  Ghrand  Lodge,  and  that 
its  representative  at  the  Masonic  Convention  at  Paris  had.  l^n  accred- 
ited, and  furthermore  and  in  particular,  the  £act  that  this  Grand  Lodge 
is  enumerated  as  such  on  the  list  of  Prussian  Grand  Lodges,  b  sufficient 
proof  that  such  a  prejudice  has  no  existence  in  European  Grand  Lodges. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  another  negro  State,  that  of  the  Republic  of  Li- 
beria, in  Africa,  although  too  young  yet  and  too  little  known,  may,  in 
the  course  of  timo;  rely  upon  being  recognized  by  the  European  Grand 
Lodges  as  well  as  that  of  Hayti.  As  to  the  Grand  Lodges  and  their 
Subordinates  of  colored  people,  the  North  American  Grand  Lodges 
might  appeal  to  a  monopoly,  according  to  which  only  one  Grand  Lodge 
can  legally  exist  in  one  and  the  same  State ;  and  no  Lodge  can  legaUy 
exist  in  such  State  without  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  thereof. 
This  monopoly  has  been  created  by  common  consent,  and  is  not  founded, 
as,  for  instance,  in  Prussia,  on  a  demand  of  the  government.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh,  in  consequence  of  having  been  regardless 
of  this  monopoly,  as  fiar  as  it  concerns  German  Lodges,  came  in  conflict 
with  them.  On  this  ground  the  right  of  discussing  the  propriety  of 
such  monopoly  might  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh  be  denied ;  but 
here  it  must  be  premised  that  this  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ham- 
burgh has  only  reference  to  such  Lodges,  which^  if  they  had  been 
disposed  to  join  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State,  would,  undoubtedly, 
have  been  rejected  by  the  same  on  the  supposition  that  the  members  of 
such  Lodges  were  unfit  for  reception.  When  American  Lodges,  in 
respect  to  a  general  prejudice  prei/iuling  there,  deem  it  proper  to  reject 
colored  persons ;  when  they  refuse  members  of  colored  Lodges  admit- 
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tanoe,  ferbidding  at  the  same  time  all  Masonio  interooone  idth  them, 
they  may,  politicaUy,  be  m  the  right,  but  not  Masonically,  and  cannot 
expect  Eoropean  Lodges  to  agree  with  them  on  this  point.  The  connec- 
tion of  Europe  with  other  parts  of  the  world,  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  demands  a  discussion  of  this  question,  which  ere  long,  may  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  each  European  Lodge,  in  particular 
to  Lodges  in  seaports  and  in  Oermany,  but  to  the  Lodges  at  Hamburgh. 
The  Grand  Lodge  at  Hamburgh  will,  at  its  next  convention,  make  this 
question  the  topic  of  deliberation,  relying  thereby  upon  the  support  of  its 
sister  Grand  Lodges,  desiring  them  to  communicate  their  views  and 
intentions  in  respect  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Bepublic  of  Liberia,  in  Africa,  but  in  particular  in  re$pect  to  the 
Lodges  and  Grand  Lodges  of  colored  people,  pronounced  hy  the 
American  Grand  Lodges  to  he  clandestine. 

There  are  some  features  of  this  report  that  are  very  singular,  and 
would  be  unaccountable,  but  for  the  fact  that  a  Mason  from  Hamburgh 
is  unknown  in  America,  and  he  will  oontinne  to  be  a  stranger  in  this 
land  of  charities  and  Masonic  benevolence  so  long  as  that  unwise  body 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  which  bears  that  name^  shall  persist  in  the 
support  and  countenance  of  its  Subordinates  im  this  jurisdiction. 
Speaking  of  the  negro  "  Lodges,"  this  report  says :  "  Their  origin  is 
unknown.  The  African  Lodge  at  Boston  insists  upon  having  obtained 
its  charter  from  tiio  Grand  Lodge  of  England ;  this  is,  however,  doubt- 
ful. According  to  an  assertion  of  some  of  our  German  brethren,  who 
have,  free  of  prejudice,  visited  negro  Lodges  in  New  York,  they  could 
find  nothing  tending  to  prevent  them  from  pronouncing  these  Lodges 
just  and  perftct,'*  In  the  first  place,  has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ham- 
burgh ever  been  appealed  to  by  these  negro  Lodges  to  recognize  them  ? 
Not  at  all ;  Hamburgh  will  not  so  pretend.  What  business,  then,  has 
that  body  to  be  meddling  with  this  matter?  More  than  three  thousand 
miles  away !  None  whatever.  Do  they  know  of  the  rejection  of  a 
oolored  individual  by  one  of  our  Lodges  ?  Do  they  know,  or  have  they 
been  informed,  of  the  exclusion  of  a  single  member  of  a  "colored 
Lodge  "  from  the  doors  of  a  white  man's  Lodge  ?  Has  it  been  inti- 
mated to  Hamburgh  that  all  intercourse  with  colored  Masons  has  been 
forbidden  ?  We  present  these  questions  only  to  show  the  inconsistency 
of  the  pretensions  of  Hamburgh.  And  these  are  the  grounds  upon  which 
it  goes  out  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  with  an  earnest  appeal  for  the 
recognition  of  colored  Lodges  in  this  country.  And  yet,  strange  as  it 
may  appear,  there  is  not  the  slightest  proof — ^there  is  not  the  shadow  of 
evidence,  that  we  are  obnoxious  to  one  of  these  charges.  And  yet, 
Hamburgh  asks  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  to  recognize  these  bodies, 
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when  it  declares  their  origin  is  "nnknown/'  and  their  preteosions 
**  doabtful."  Some  of  the  "  German  brethren  "  have  visited  these 
negro  Lodges  in  New  York !  We  respectinllj  submit  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Hamburgh  is  mistaken  in  this  particular.  No  German  Brother 
has  ever  visited  one  of  these  Lodges.  Such  a  thing  cannot  be  done — for 
the  moment  a  Mason  enters  the  portals  of  such  a  body  in  New  York  in 
the  character  of  a  Mason,  his  panoply  of  "  Brother  "  departs  from  him. 
There  may  be,  and  doubtless  have  been,  white  persons,  perhaps  Ger- 
mans, who  have  visited  negro  assemblages  which  were  called  by  the 
negroes  themselves  ''Masonic  Lodges;"  but  these  assemblages  bear 
about  the  same  affinity  to  a  Masonic  Lodge  that  a  negro  clam-bake 
would  bear  to  the  Diet  of  Worms  I  None  but  irregular,  dandestiiie  or 
expelled  Masons  visit  these  bodies  of  Masons;  the  Mason  in  good 
standing  who  should  visit  one  of  these  bodies  would  subject  himself  to 
expulsion,  and  would  be  expelled  as  soon  as  the  subject  ooold  be 
brought  before  his  Lodge — not  so  much  because  the  body  is  made  up 
of  colored  men,  though  this  would  cause  a  suspicion  of  his  orthodoxy, 
but  because  there  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  negro  Lodge  of  Masons, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  deriving  its  authority  from  a  regdar  Grand 
Lodge.  A  moment's  reflection  will  convince  any  Mason  that  such  a  body 
cannot  be  visited  without  a  violation  of  the  most  solemn  obligations. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  are  supposed  to  be  without  prejudice 
to  the  colored  race,  and  are  therefore  asked  to  recognise  these  bodies  1 
Extravagant  credulity  I  Can  it  be  possible  that  Hamburgh  believes 
the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  will  recognise  negro  Lodges  and 
Grand  Lodges  uoUly  because  their  members  have  dark  skins?  This 
idea  pre-supposes  an  affection  for  the  colored  race  on  the  part  of  the 
European  Grand  Lodges  which  would  trample  upon  Masonic  obligations 
to  be  gratified.  Those  bodies  cannot  commit,  nor  permit  their  memben 
to  commit  so  great  a  crime.  There  must  be  some  other  evidence  fur- 
nished those  Grand  Lodges  of  the  regularity  of  these  negro  Lodges 
before  they  will  acknowledge  them ;  and  when  they  come  to  seek  for 
this  evidence  it  will  be  entirely  wanting. 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that,  aside  from  the  reports  above 
copied,  fit>m  Brother  Yon  Meusch,  we  have  learned  through  private 
sources,  there  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ham- 
burg to  invite  the  American  colored  '*  Lodges  "  to  recognize  her  as 
the  mother  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  quality  of  daughter  Lodges  and  Provin- 
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dal  QwaA  Lodges.  This,  of  oooise,  would  hybS.  nothing  in  making  the 
negro  bodies  regular,  yet  it  would  give  them  a  pretense  of  regularil^, 
80  fiur  as  having  a  legal  Masonic  superior.  .  We  doubt  whether  any 
Ghrand  Lodge  in  the  world,  except  Hamburgh,  would  so  fiir  overlook 
the  plainest  principles  of  Masonic  Law  as  to  recognize  them.  It  seems 
that  the  German  Lodges  will,  however,  recognise  the  colored  **  Lodges," 
provided  they  are  just  and  perfect.  If  th,ey  hold  to  this  position,  they 
will  not  recognize  these  bodies,  because,  as  before  stated,  there  is  not  a 
just  and  perfect  negro  Lodge  in  the  United  States,  and  hereafter  never 
can  be ;  for  no  American  Grand  Lodge  ever  has  granted  a  charter  for 
a  colored  Lodge,  and  never  will  do  so,  on  account  of  the  relations 
sustained  between  the  two  races. 


^  ■♦• 


MASONIC   ITEMS. 


K^^The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territoiy  held  it  annual 
meeting  on  the  first  Monday  of  September  last,  at  which  the  following 
officers  were  elected:  James  Biles,  Grand  Master;  W.  H.  Wood,  S. 
G.  W. ;  H.  K.  White,  J.  G.  W. ;  Benjamin  Harness,  G.  Treas. ;  T. 
M  Beed,  of  Olympia,  G.  Sec.  By  the  Oonstitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  appoints  the  Dtpvty^  and  we  have  not  the 
name  of  the  appointee.  Bro.  Beed  will  make  an  excellent  Grand 
Secretaiy. 

Q^M.  Magill,  Esq.,  General  Agent  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance 
Company  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  very  agreeably  surprised  at  his  office, 
recently,  by  the  presentation  of  a  splendid  gold  watch  from  the  State 
Agents  acting  under  him,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  high  regard  and 
esteem.  An  appropriate  memorial  accompanied  the  memento.  The 
Committee  upon  whom  this  pleasant  duty  devolved,  were  J.  F.  Deatrick, 
of  Defiance,  Ohio,  and  J.  J.  Hayden,  Bising  Sun,  Ind. 


S^  We  find  in  the  London  Magas^ine,  a  reference  to  an  advertise- 
ment which  appeared  in  the  Manchester  Examiner,  '^Wanted  to 
purchase  a  Craft  Warrant"  This  is  certainly  a  novel  idea  to  extend  the 
area  of  Masonry.  Wanted  to  purchase  a  Oraft  Warrant!  The 
idea  may  seem  to  be  and  is  ludicrous,  yet  who  is  responmble  for  such 
gross  ignorance  of  Masonic  usages,  as  this  advertisement  of  the  Man- 
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cbester  Masons  exhibits  ?  Is  this  kind  of  ignorance  confined  to  the 
Masons  of  Manchester?  We  believe  not.  We  remember  that  only 
two  or  three  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  most  polished  cities  in  the  United 
States,  a  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  composed  of  intelligent  and  well  edu- 
cated gentlemen,  many  of  whom  were  Masons,  after  matore  deliberation, 
as  they  believed,  actually  resolved  to  change  their  organization  into  a 
Masonic  Lodge,  believing  all  that  was  necessary  was  to  apply  for  a 
Charter,  and  that  it  would  be  granted  at  once.  The  application  was 
made,  but  the  warrant  was  not  granted.  This  case,  however,  is  not  so 
palpably  ridiculous  as  advertising  in  the  public  prints  for  a  Warrant. 
What  next? — Mirror  and  Keystone, 


[t^  We  do  not  say  that  every  passionate  person  is  kind  and  gener- 
ous, but  that  is  generally  the  case ;  nor  do  we  mean  to  say  that  eveiy 
person  who  keeps  calm  will  take  your  eye-teeth  from  you ;  but  such  things 
are  not  strange  in  this  world  of  policy  and  deception.  We  had  much 
rather  deal  with  one  who  lets  you  know  where  to  find  him,  than  with 
one  who  sugars  the  pill  that  he  means  for  you  to  take.  Passion  should 
not  be  indulged;  but  passionate  people  can  generally  be  trusted ;  they 
are  transparent.     But  for  the  opaque  ones  look  out. 


[IF*  A  correspondent  of  the  Voice  of  Masonry  says : 
'*  Li  a  portion  of  the  grounds  of  Newstead  Abbey,  called  the  '  Dark 
Grove,'  are  the  '  Twin  Trees,'  so  called  from  two  distinct  branches  of 
one  tree  having  grown  wide  and  separate  from  each  other,  though 
springing  from  the  same  root.  On  these  branches  did  Lord  Byron,  on 
his  last  visit  to  the  Abbey,  inscribe  his  own  name  and  that  of  his  sister 
Augusta.  These  names  are  still  distinct,  and  so  carefully  did  Colonel 
Wildman  treasure  everything  Byronic,  that  he  would  not  allow  strangers 
to  visit  this  part  of  the  grounds  without  a  guide.  We  can  state  upon 
authority  that  Bamum  offered  $500  for  these  two  pieces  of  bark." 


[t^The  whole  expense  of  building  the  Temple  of  Solomon  is 
estimated  by  Prideaux  at  the  almost  incomprehensible  figures  of 
$4,000,000,000. 


0^  Lewis  Cass  was  D.  G.  M.  of  Ohio,  1809 ;  G.  M.,  Ohio,  1810, 
1811  and  1812;  G.  M.,  Michigan,  1827. 
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MASONIC     JURISPRUDENCE  — QUERIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


J^o,  Weston :  In  a  jorisdiotion  where  the  Grand  Lodge  does  not 
require  non-affiliated  Masons  to  pay  dues,  can  subordinate  Lodges 
require  them  to  do  so  ? 

Ans.    We  think  they  cannot 


Bd,  Ashlar :    In  the  absence  of  the  Senior  Warden,  should  the 
Junior  Warden  occupy  his  place  ? 

Ans.-    No. 


Afy  Dear  Bro, :  Oan  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  ballot  be  entertained 
under  any  cucumstances  ? 

Ans.    It  cannot 


Bro.  W. :  The  charter  of  a  Lodge  is  suspended  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter ;  does  that  suspend  from  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  its 
members? 

Ans.    It  does  not 


JEd.  Ashlar — I}ear  Sir  and  Bro, :    Cannot  a  Lodge  U.  D.  adopt 
a  set  of  by-laws  till  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ? 

Ans.    It  cannot. 


Bro,  Weston :   Has  a  W.  M.  the  right  to  exclude  from  the  Lodge 
a  member  against  whom  no  charges  have  been  preferred  ? 

Ans.    He  has,  for  sufficient  cause. 


Dear  Editor:  Is  the  treasurer  of  a  Lodge  U.  D.  responsible  to  the 
W.M.,  or  to  the  Lodge? 

Ans.    To  the  W.  M. 


Alfyn  Weston,  Esq.,  Dear  Bro.:  When  a  Brother  is  expelled, 
must  he,  to  be  reinstated,  petition  as  though  he  had  never  been  a 
Mason? 

Ans.  No.  He  may  make  application  to  the  Lodge  to  be  reinstated. 
The  vote  must  be  unanimous. 
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EDITOR'S     TABLE. 


Q^  Wb  sent  the  first  three  nambers  of  the  present  Yolnme  of  The  Abklab 
fts  they  were  snccessiyely  issued,  to  a  Brother,  who  we  thought  would  like  to 
subscribe.  As  neither  of  the  first  two  were  returned,  we  of  coarse  condoded 
that  he  intended  to  take  the  volame,  and  in  the  third  namber  sent  a  printed 
slip  requesting  him  to  forward  the  subscription.    To  this  he  replies  as  follows : 

Sis  :  This  book  I  do  not  want,  nor  shall  I  pay  the  $8,  for  I  haye  not  sob* 
scribed.    When  I  do,  yon  will  get  your  money  m  adyance. 
P.  S. — ^The  2nd  yoL  you  can  haye  when  called  for. 

We  know  it  is  not  pleasant  to  be  "dunned,"  but  a  request  for  payment 
should  not  cause  our  Brother  to  write  quite  as  tartly.  If  he  did  not  intend  to 
take  the  yolume  and  pay  for  it,  he  should  haye  returned  the  first  or  second 
number.    We  trust  our  Brother  will  be  more  discreet  another  time. 


Q^  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  its  recent  Annual 
Communication,  made  an  appropriation  for  procuring  a  portrait  of  Albsbt  G. 
Maokbt,  to  adorn  the  walls  of  their  Grand  Lodge  room. 


0^  The  N,  Y,  Digpaich  says  of  Solomon's  Temple : 

"This  ingenious  work  of  art,  which  attracted  so  much  attention  in  Califomia^ 
is  now  in  this  city,  and  will  shortly  be  opened  to  the  public  The  exhiMtion 
will  be  of  great  interest  to  the  Craft,  and  we  shall  giye  it  such  attention  in  thii 
department  as  it  shall  seem  to  demand  at  our  hands,  after  haying  an  opportn- 
nity  to  examine  it" 

Bbo.  Pibbson,  ov  MiinffBSOTA. — ^The  N.  Y,  Courier,  speakiog  of  New 
Grand  Chapters,  says : 

"  Minnesota  will  oiganize  at  once,  and  we  expect  to  find  our  ubiquitous  friend 
Pierson,  (who  has  eyer  been  ayerse  to  office,  and  detests,  and  yery  properly  too, 
outward  emblems  in  the  shape  of  Jewelry,)  compelled  to  place  on  his  brow  the 
Mibrt,  as  Napoleon  the  Great  voluntarily  did  the  Imperial  Crown.  Pierson  will 
then  be  enabled  to  sign  after  his  name,  M.  M. ;  B.  A.  M. ;  R.  and  8.  BL ;  K» 
B.  C;  K.  T.;  G.  M.  ;  G.  H.  P. ;  G.  J.  W.  of  the  G.  E.  of  the  U.  S. ;  S9d 
A.  and  A.  R. ;  and — ^but  we  will  stop,  though  that  is  not  all.  Pierson  is  one 
of  the  most  modest  men  in  the  Order,  copying,  at  an  humble  distance,  the  illni- 
trious  Pike." 


5  ^ 
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CHICAGO   AND   DETROIT: 

VOL  V.  NO.  5. 

JAJSTTiLRY,    I860. 


HON.   ABRAHAM   JONAS. 


The  history  of  Masonry  in  Illinois,  like  the  history  of  the  State,  is 
yet  unwritten.  Whoever  writes  the  latter,  must  not  only  search  the 
records  of  the  State,  territory,  and  counties,  but  those  also  of  Virginia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  and  must  know  much  of  the 
trials  and  hardships  of  the  early  settlers  in  every  part  of  the  State, 
and  of  the  character  and  services  of  its  leading  and  eminent  men. 

The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  Masonry.  In  1805 — ^six  years  before 
the  organization  of  the  territorial  government — a  Lodge  was  organized 
at  Kaskaskia,  the  oldest  settlement  west  of  the  AUeghanies,  and  long 
the  seat  of  power  and  government  in  the  now  populous  and  proud 
State  of  Illinois.  Other  Lodges  followed,  and  in  those  early  days,  the 
lodge-room  was  the  resort  of  men  anxious  to  profit  by  the  mystic  teach- 
ings, and  enjoy  the  sweet  communion  of  the  inner  chamber  of  Masonry. 
The  stone  palace,  the  brick  mansion,  and  the  stately  farm-house,  were 
the  exceptions  then.  The  Masonic  gatherings  were  composed,  mostly, 
of  those  who  dwelt  in  contentment  among  the  lowly  and  the  poor. 
To  them,  the  lodge-room  was  a  peculiar  pleasure.  Friendships  were 
formed,  pure,  holy,  and  registered  in  heaven.  Ties  were  created,  that 
death  could  not  sunder,  and  brotherly  attachments  followed,  which 
have  often  been  proven  sound  in  the  hours  of  distress  and  amid  the 
carnage  of  the  battle-field.  A  Grand  Lodge,  in  due  time,  was  formed, 
which  flourished  for  a  time,  but  succumbed  before  the  Anti-Masonic 
tempest  of  1827.  From  that  time  forward,  until  1840,  gloom  and 
obscurity  rest  upon  Masonic  history  in  Illinois.  Time,  patience,  and 
perseverance  will  exhume  them.    To  rescue  some  of  the  important 
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events  connected  with  the  early  and  present  histoxy  of  the  present 
Grand  Lodge  from  oblivion,  we  now  propose  to  publish  a  series  of 
biographical  articles,  and  commence  with  that  of  Abraham  Jonas,  of 
Quincy,  the  first  Grand  Master,  who  was  bom  of  poor  but  honest  Israel- 
itish  parents,  in  Devonshire,  England,  Sept.  12,  1801.  In  their  faith 
be  was  educated,  and  in  that  persuasion  he  still  renuuns.  The  year 
1819  found  him  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where,  upon  attainiog 
his  majority,  he  received  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Miami 
Lodge.  In  1825  he  removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  in  which  he  was  engaged  until  1845.  Some  time 
during  the  years  1826  and  1827,  he  organized  Grant  Lodge  at  WU- 
liamstown.  Grant  county,  of  which  he  was  Master  several  years.  In 
1829  he  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kentucky — Senior  Grand  Warden  in  1830,  Deputy  Grand  Master  in 
1831,  and  Grand  Master  in  1832,  and  was  a  cotemporary  laborer  with 
Philip  Swiqbrt,  who  was  then  Grand  Secretary,  and  since  Grand 
Master ;  also  with  Levi  Lusk  and  William  B.  Warren,  who  have 
both  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  later  times  with  much  dis- 
tinction, as  Grand  Secretaries  and  Grand  Masters. 

About  the  same  time  that  he  organized  Grant  Lodge,  Bro.  Jonas 
received  the  Chapter  degrees  in  Georgetown  Chapter,  in  which  Brethren 
Lusk  and  Warren  were  both  ofiicers. 

In  the  stormy  political  times  of  1828,  1829,  1831,  and  1833,  the 
people  of  his  district  sent  him  to  the  legislature,  where  he  served  them 
faithfully  and  with  marked  distinction,  as  the  personal  and  political 
friend  of  Henry  Clay,  and  whose  memory  he  still  cherbhes  with  una- 
bated zeal  and  affection.  While  a  member  of  the  legislature,  the  de- 
grees of  Eoyal  and  Select  Master  were  conferred  upon  the  late  lamented 
Lieut.  Gov.  Breathitt  and  Bro.  Jonas  in  company. 

In  the  spring  of  1838,  our  Brother  found  himself  located  in  Colum- 
bus, Adams  county,  in  this  State.  In  1829,  while  enjoying  distin- 
guished Masonic  and  political  honors,  he  was  married  in  Cincinnati, 
and  from  this  union,  has  been  surrounded  by  fourteen  children,  of 
whom  siz  sons  and  three  daughters  still  survive,  and  of  these,  three 
ore  married,  with  children  of  their  own  around  them. 

Soon  after  emigrating  with  his  family  to  Columbus,  he  organized 
Columbus  Lodge,  under  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  which  he  was  Master  most  of  the  time  until  it  surrendered 
its  charter. 

On  the  6th  day  of  April,  1840,  James  Adams,  of  Springfield  Lodge 
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at  Springfield,  H.  Rogbbs  and  Harbison  Dills^  of  Bodley  Lodge  at 
Quincy,  W.  D.  McCann,  of  Golumbufl  Lodge  at  Oolombus,  J.  T. 
J0NB8,  proxy  of  Equality  Lodge  at  Equality,  Gallatin  county,  D. 
BooKWXLL,  proxy  of  Far  West  Lodge  at  Galena,  and  Wm.  B.  Wabrxn 
and  Albz.  Dunlap,  of  Harmony  Lodge  at  Jacksonyille,  met  at  Jack- 
sonyille  and  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  elected  Abba- 
ham  Jonas,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,^  their  first  Grand  Master. 
A&  he  was  not  present,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  great  compliment  to 
his  masonic  acquirements  and  zeal,  to  his  high  standing,  integrity,  and 
reputation.  His  associate  officers  were  Brethren  Jamxs  Adams,  Dep. 
Gr.  Master ;  W.  S.  Yancb,  Sen.  Gr.  Warden ;  H.  Roqbbs,  Jun.  Gr. 
Warden;  Albz.  Dunlap,  Grand  Treasurer;  and  Wm.  B.  Wabbbn, 
Grand  Secretary.  Of  the  delegates  present  at  said  meeting,  Brethren 
Dunlap,  Wabbbn  and  Dills  have  since  been  elected  Grand  Masters, 
and  Breth.  Adams,  Bogkwbll  and  Dunlap  have  departed  this  life. 

At  this  meeting,  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  were  adopted,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  located  at  Jacksonville,  where  it  remained  until  1845. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting,  held  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  Bro. 
Adams  presiding,  numbers  were  assigned  to  each  of  said  Lodges,  the 
Grand  Secretary  was  directed  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  disposition  of 
the  jewels  and  furniture  of  the  late  Grand  Lodge,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States,  Texas  and  Canada.  In  1840,  six  Lodges,  with  a  membership 
less  than  either  Harmony  or  Springfield  now  have,  organized  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which  now  has  enrolled  more  than  320  living,  vital  Lodges,  and 
more  than  12,000  members. 

At  the  regular  Communications  in  October,  1840  and  1841,  Brother 
JoNAS  was  repeatedly  elected  Grand  Master,  and  served  the  Craft  with 
abOity  and  zeal,  and  entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  with  considerable  sacrifice  on  his  own  part,  for  worldly  wealth  has 
not  flowed  in  upon  him  in  the  same  ratio  with  respect  and  honors. 
Lideed,  he  has  always  labored  and  toiled  for  his  living. 

Neither  did  political  favor  desert  him.  In  1842  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  legislature,  and  took  rank  among  such  men  as 
Browning,  Manning,  McClemand,  Logan,  Hardin,  and  other  eminent 
men  in  that  body. 

In  1845  he  removed  to  Quincy  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of 
the  law,  in  which  he  has  attained  eminence,  and  in  which  he-  is  still 
engaged.  Upon  the  accession  of  Gen.  Tatlob  to  the  Presidency,  he 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  Quincy,  and  held  the  office  four  years. 
Upon  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party,  he  became,  and  still  is,  an 
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ardent  Bepublican,  and  was  a  candidate  upon  the  Fremont  electoral 
ticket  in  1856. 

In  1847  he  affiliated  with  Herman  Lodge  No.  39,  of  which  he  has 
been  twice  Master.  The  same  year  he  delivered  an  elegant  oration 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  Qaincy.  He  was  the  first  High  Priest  of 
Quincy  Chapter,  and  has  served  as  such  several  times  since. 

Not  having  visited  the  Grand  Lodge  since  1847,  the  numerous  repre- 
sentation in  1858,  having  heard  of  his  fame  as  a  wise  and  aocomplisEed 
Mason,  unanimously  elected  him  Grand  Orator,  and,  as  a  token  of 
respect  and  honor,  a  procession  five  times  larger  than  all  the  member- 
ship of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  organization,  was  formed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  escort  him  to  the  church  where  the  instal- 
lation services  were  performed,  and  where  the  highly  wrought  expecta- 
tions of  a  crowded  auditory  were  fully  sustained  by  the  delivery  of  an 
oration  *'  complete  in  all  its  parts.'' 

In  person,  Bro.  Jonas  is  about  middle  size,  a  trifle  stooping  from 
habit ;  warm  and  cordial  in  manner,  genial  and  pleasing  in  conversa- 
tion, firm  in  his  opinions,  unbending  in  purpose,  sharp  and  acute  as  an 
adversary,  a  good  judge  of  men,  a  good  speaker,  a  devoted  Mason, 
husband,  father  and  citizen,  and  admirably  calculated  for  the  profession 
in  which  be  is  engaged.  * 


[EF*  Whoever  would  be  a  Mason,  should  know  how'  to  practice  all 
the  private  virtues.  He  should  avoid  all  manner  of  intemperance  or 
excess,  which  might  prevent  his  performance  of  the  laudable  duties  of 
his  Craft,  or  lead  him  into  enormities,  which  would  reflect  dishonor 
upon  the  ancient  Fraternity.  He  is  to  be  industrious  in  his  profession, 
and  true  to  the  Lord  and  Master  he  serves.  Ho  is  to  labor  justify  and 
not  to  eat  any  man's  bread  for  nought ;  but  to  pay  truly  for  his  meat 
and  drink.  What  leisure  his  labor  allows,  he  is  to  employ  in  studying 
the  arts  and  sciences  with  a  diligent  mind,  that  he  may  the  better  per- 
form all  his  duties  to  his  Creator,  his  country,  his  neighbor  and  him- 
self. Ho  is  to  seek  and  acquire,  as  far  as  possible,  the  virtues  of 
patience,  meekness,  self-denial,  forbearance,  and  the  like ;  which  give 
him  the  command  over  himself,  and  enable  him  to  govern  his  own 
family  with  afifection,  dignity  and  prudence ;  at  the  same  time  check- 
ing every  disposition  injurious  to  the  world,  and  promoting  that  love 
and  service  which  brethren  of  the  same  household  owe  to  each  other. — 
Ancient  Constitutions. 
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EfcjHO. 


For  TU  AM8LAM. 


Sfi  JBilatfiirl   C  €ottinhuxu. 


Thou  distant  tone,  dying, 

Ah,  where  canst  thoa  be  ? 
Say,  whither  art  flying, 

O'er  woodland  and  lea? 
Thoa  sylph  of  the  fountain— 

Thon  Yoioe  of  the  tree — 
Thoa  nymph  of  the  moantain— 

Thoa  mock  of  the  sea, 
Thon  art  bat  the  shadow 

Of  masic  and  song, 
As  o'er  the  green  meadow, 
Midst  flowrets  and  odors,  thoa  gamblest  along. 


In  vain  do  I  chase  theo 

O'er  mountain  and  hill. 
And  hope  to  embrace  thee 

By  some  sparkling  rill ; 
Thy  flight  still  swift  winging, 

I  chase  thee  in  vain, 
'T  was  here  thoa  wert  singing, 

Thon  hast  flitted  again ; 
Say,  where  may  I  bind  thee, 

Thoa  mystery,  where  ? 
Nay,  come  thoa  and  find  me : 
Find  me,"  thoa  mockest,  away  high  ap  in  the  air. 


it 


I  deem  thee  some  maiden 

Inyisibly  bright ; — 
A  sweet  voice,  arrayed  in 

Pare  vestments  of  light ; — 
A  tone  ever  dying, 

Tet  mocking  again. 
On  odor  wings  flying 

The  flower-decked  plain, 
The  honey  bee  winging, 

The  zephyr-kissed  tree. 
The  rivulet  singing, 
Thou  answerest  not ;  thou  mockest  but  me. 

Art  the  shade  of  some  maiden, 
Once  breathing  and  warm  1 

Let  that  voice  be  displayed  in 
In  that  once  lovely  form. 
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And  seek  thee  mj  bower; 

Be  present  with  me 
But  for  one  flitting  hour; 

That  Yoice  I  would  see. 
That  across  yon  blue  rirer, 

Or  jon  cragged  steep 
Is  mocking  me  ever, 
And  ever  still  distant ;  yet  never  doth  sleep. 

The  gems  of  the  fonntain, 

The  pearls  of  the  sea, 
The  dews  of  the  mountain 

I'll  gather  for  thee ; 
With  gentle  caresses, 

Young  flowrets  I'll  twine 
In  thy  bright,  silken  tresses ; 

Those  tresses  of  thine. 
With  bright  gems  that  quirer. 

With  flowrets  all  fair. 
Shall  quiver  and  shiver, 
Till  bright  gems  and  flowrets  shall  burden  thy  hair. 

In  the  mist  of  the  mountain 

Thou  mock'st  in  thy  ^ee ; 
By  yon  rock-cleaving  fountain 

Thou  laughest  at  me ; 
For  my  singing  and  suing 

Thou  wilt  not  come  down ; 
Thou  laugh'st  at  my  wooing. 

And  gem-bedecked  crown ; 
When  homeward  repairing 

Thou  'It  follow  me,  still ; 
With  mockery  daring 
Thou  'It  mimic  my  voice  from  the  brow  of  yon  hill. 

CorutantiM,  Mich,,  November  29th,  1859. 


^■•♦* 


D!#^  The  virtue  indispenfiably  requisite  in  Masons,  is  secreej.  This 
is  the  guard  of  their  confidence,  and  the  security  of  their  trust.  So 
great  stress  is  to  be  laid  upon  it,  that  it  is  enforced  under  the  strongest 
penalties  and  obligations;  nor  is  their  esteem  in  any  man  to  be  aooounlr 
ed  vnse,  who  has  not  intellectual  strength  and  ability  sufficient  to  coyer 
and  conceal  such  honest  secrets  as  are  committed  to  him,  as  well  as  his 
own  more  serious  and  private  affairs. — Ancient  OonsHtutions. 
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THE  DIVINE  AUTHENTICITY  OF  THE  SCRIPTURES. 


Wb  reoently  reoeived  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Van  Bubkn  County,  Mich., 
Decatur,  29<A  Nov,  1859. 

Editor  Ashlab — Dear  Sir  Sf  Bro, :  On  receiving  the  November 
No.  of  Thb  Ashlar,  the  first  piece  it  contained,  '*  The  Divine  Authen- 
ticity of  the  Scriptures,''  satisfied  me  that  it  was  a  publication  I  could 
not  and  would  not  assist  to  support ;  and  herewith  I  send  said  No. 
back. 

Now,  Sir,  had  I  been  told  when  I  was  made  a  Mason  that  the  Holy 
Book  befbre  me,  (and  which  I  was  led  to  believe  was  regarded  with  so 
great  reverence  by  all  good  and  true  Masons,)  was  not  of  Divine  au- 
thenticity, I  should  then  and  there  have  declined  all  further  advance  in 
the  Fraternity. 

Such,  Sir,  is  not,  at  present,  any  portion  of  the  creed  of  Decatur 
Lodge,  and  should  they  (as  a  Lodge)  hereafter  see  fit  to  adopt  such  an 
infidel  belief,  I  shall,  without  hesitation,  immediately  take  measures  to 
dissolve  my  connection  with  them  forever,  or  so  long  as  they  hold  such 
an  opinion  with  regard  to  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

I  nave  no  disposition  to  injure  you  or  your  publication,  but  I  will 
not  countenance  or  in  any  way  aid  a  periodical  advocating  what  I  be- 
lieve to  be  injurious  and  palpably  erroneous  doctrines  respecting  so 
sacred  things.  Respectfully  yours, 

G.  A.  Vansickel. 

We  commend  the  courteous  spirit  displayed  by  our  Brother,  and 
regard  it  as  worthy  the  imitation  of  some  others  who  differ  with  us  on 
the  subject  of  the  *'new  test."  Bro.  Vansickel,  however,  misunder- 
stands our  position,  although  we  defined  it  very  definitely.  He  evi- 
dently  thinks  that  we  asserted  that  Masonry  teaches  that  the  Bible  is 
not  divinely  inspired.  We  have  never  advocated  any  such  opinion ; 
on  the  contrary,  in  the  very  article  to  which  he  objects,  we  expressly 
said,  "  As  a  Mason,  we  neither  advocctte  nor  deny  the  divine  authen- 
ticity of  the  Scriptures."  We  should  be  among  the  most  strenuous  to 
oppose  those  who  would  seek  to  prove  that  Masonry  teaches  that  the 
Bible  is  not  of  divine  origin.  Masonry  does  not  teach  that  it  is  or  is 
not  divinely  inspired  ;  it  leaves  each  member  to  judge  of  that  for  him- 
self. No  man,  therefore,  should  be  ohUged  to  make  profession  in  tho 
belief  of  the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures  as  a  prerequisite  to 
his  admission.  Doubtless  many  thousands  would  refuse  to  advance 
beyond  the  first  degree  (and  very  justly)  if  they  were  taught  in  the 
Lodge  that  the  BiUe  *'  was  not  of  divine  authenticity."  If  Masonry 
taught  any  such  doctrine,  it  could  survive  but  a  very  short  period. 
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The  doctrine  advocated  is  not  ''any  portion  of  the  creed  of  Decatur 
Lodge,"  or  of  any  other  Lodge. 

Masonry  does  not  assume  the  positive  or  negative  of  the  question 
under  consideration.  Those,  therefore,  who  seek  to  sustain  the  new 
test,  in  our  estimation  err  most  egregiously.  We  trust  our  explanation 
will  cause  Bro.  Vansickel,  as  well  as  other  Brethren,  to  understand 
our  position,  if  they  do  not  agree  with  us. 


-»-*«-^ 


ADDRESS  OF  GRAND  MASTER  J.  ADAMS  ALLEN,  DELIVERED 
AT  BUCHANAN,  MICH.,  ON  THE  24th  OF  JUNE,  1859. 


(Continaed  from  December  No.) 

Perhaps  we  should  not  be  going  far  astray  to  remark  that  the  tri- 
angle, an  emblem  from  the  earliest  times  held  in  high  repute  among 
Masons,  is  emblematical  of  all  truth  of  whatsoever  kind.  There  is  the 
apparent  truth  which  concerns  only  the  forms  which  objects  or  ideas 
take  to  our  perceptions ;  then  comes  the  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  truth  as  it  comes  to  the  understanding,  and  as  we  reason  and  phi- 
losophize upon  it,  reducing  to  orderly  series  with  other  truths  which  we 
have  attained ;  and  then  the  third  side,  or  hypothenuse  of  the  mystic 
triangle,  which  has  higher  and  holier  relations  than  either  of  the  others. 
Thus  to  the  uninitiated  our  system  presents  one  side — ^the  first  only — 
of  its  allegorical  triangle ;  to  a  vast  number  of  initiates,  it  exhibits  this 
and  the  second  side  only.  The  second  side  thus  exhibits  Charity, , 
Belief,  Brotherly  Love,  and  other  social  virtues — each  admirable  and 
worthy  of  all  cultivation  and  imitation,  indeed  indispensable  to  the 
formation  of  the  triangle,  but  which,  to  be  perfected,  must  be  linked 
at  their  extremities  by  the  third  side,  which  is  of  infinite  significance, 
instruction,  and  power  of  impression.  The  types  and  emblems  upon 
this  side,  refer  to  antetypes  and  truths  of  surpassing  importance. 
These  are  what  he  who  wishes  to  be  truly  skilled  in  Masonry,  must 
investigate.  It  is  not  enough  to  be  able  to  master  the  ritual  of  the 
Craft.  It  is  not  enough  to  understand  the  general  meaning  of  its 
symboliy.  It  is  not  enough  to  illustrate  in  public  and  private  life  the 
various  virtues  which  here  are  taught.  These  things  are  all  excellent 
in  their  way,  but  do  not  touch  the  pith  and  marrow  of  the  matter. 

It  is  true  internal  culture  that  must  be  secured — so  that  charity  and 
all  social  virtues,  so  that  the  arts  and  all  knowledge  shall  seem,  and 
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be,  but  the  neoessary  product  of  the  soul  properly  attuned  to  its  high 
destiny. 

No  Atheist  can  be  made  a  Mason,  because  this  interior  culture  of 
heart  can  only  be  obtained  by  bringing  heart  and  soul  into  unison  with 
the  divine  mind.  This  idea  is  closely  allied  to  the  ideal  of  the  true 
poet,  and  indeed  throughout  the  range  of  human  sciences,  arts,  phi- 
losophies, systems  or  doctrines,  there  can  nowhere  be  found  so  rich  a 
field  for  the  exercise  of  true  poetic  wanderings  amid  the  true,  the  beau- 
tiful, the  holy.  '*  Human  instinct,"  says  a  profound  writer,  '*  desires 
an  overflow  of  goodness,  wisdom  and  abundance,  while  reason  is  ever 
conscious  of  a  blank,  a  void  extending  beyond  the  limits  of  knowledge. 
It  is  by  that  overflowing  goodness  that  the  chasm  is  to  be  filled  up ; 
the  image  of  a  loftier  being  is  thus  presented  to  the  mind,  and  we  feel 
attracted  toward  the  Deity,  as  the  highest  symbol  of  unchanging  and 
imperishable  beauty.  Reason  alone  cannot  elevate  to  this  thought,  for, 
though  it  may  fill  the  empty  space  of  idle  thought  with  the  reflection 
of  its  own  individuality,  it  is  dead  to  the  living  impulses  of  undying 
love,  and  no  less  so  to  the  glorious  idea  of  love  divine  embracing  all 
humanity." 

We  hear  much  in  these  days  about  reason  as  the  true  guide  of  man, 
but  be  assured,  my  friends,  that  a  life  controlled  by  reason  alone,  as 
most  men  understand  that  faculty,  would  be  icily  automatic,  a  wretched 
mockery,  a  perpetual  misery,  a  profitless,  pitiless,  purgatorial  existence. 
Without  those  emotional  impulses  which  thrill  through  every  nerve  of 
the  spiritual  being ;  without  those  glorious  intuitions  which  come  to  us 
glowing  from  the  very  heart  of  nature  itself;  without  those  sublime 
ideas  which  descend  to  us  from  the  eternal  stars,  the  vast  expanse  of 
ocean  tide  and  wave,  the  mountain  range,  the  valley  and  river  side, 
firom  the  trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers,  from  all  forms  of  moving  and 
unmoving  life — nay,  which  come  to  us  from  things  which  have  ceased 
to  live,  *'  which  have  been  flung  upon  the  stream  of  time  by  shipwreck 
of  former  worlds  " — those  things  which  are  spoken  to  us  in  myriad 
articulations,  and  chanted  to  us  by  countless  songsters,  seen  and  un- 
seen— ^we  should  be  but  moving  statues  unwarmed  by  Promethean  fires. 
From  these  things  come  to  the  human  mind  richness  and  grandeur  and 
power.  By  these  things  it  is  increased  in  inward  depth,  and  carried 
aloft  to  the  realms  upon  which  sits  enthroned  the  Supreme. 

The  true  Mason  has  learned  to  appreciate  and  revere  the  divine 
meaning  which  Nature  in  all  her  various  forms  unfolds,  for  in  the 
culture  imparted  by  our  ritual,  this  translation  of  the  inner  sense  of 
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emblems  and  symbols  is  the  great  lesson  constantly  taught.  In  that 
ritual  all  nations  listen  in  their  own  language ;  they  come  upon  the 
level  of  a  common  humanity,  common  hopes  and  pleasures,  thoughts 
and  feelings,  and,  unswayed  by  sectarian  differences,  humbly  bow  to  a 
oommon  God. 

It  is  an  enigma  to  those  unconnected  with  Masonry,  why  such  devout 
reverence  should  be  shown  to  sacred  things  by  our  Fraternity,  and  yet 
that  within  its  enclosure  should  be  men  of  every  creed,  religious  or 
political ;  men  of  every  nation,  kindred  and  tongue  under  heaven. 

The  devout  Christian  sits  down  in  the  Lodge  side  by  ade  with  the 
Israelite  who  still  looks  for  a  coming  Messiah.  The  contemplative 
Mussulman,  with  the  Koran  as  the  door  of  his  faith ;  the  placid  and 
changeless  Chinese,  guided  by  the  pentalogue  of  Confucius,  or  the 
idealism  of  Fo ;  the  speculative  Hindoo,  the  acute  Brahmin,  in  whose 
theology,  as  has  been  well  said,  **  amid  a  sensual  idolatry  of  nature 
more  passionate  and  enthusiastic  still  than  that  of  the  Greeks,  amid 
pagan  conceptions  far  more  gigantic,  we  find  almost  all  the  truths  of 
natural  theology — not,  indeed,  without  considerable  admixture  of 
error — expressed  with  the  utmost  earnestness  and  dignity  " — and  even 
even  the 


"  poor  Indian,  whose  nn  tutored  mind 


Sees  God  in  clouds,  or  hears  him  in  the  wind : 
Whose  soul  proud  science  never  taught  to  stray 
Far  as  the  solar  walk  or  milky  way ; 
Tet  simple  Nature  to  his  hope  has  given, 
Behind  the  cloud-tipped  hill,  an  humbler  heaven ; 
Some  safer  world,  in  depth  of  woods  embraced, 
Some  happier  island  in  the  desert  waste,' 


$f 


—each  finds  in  Masonry  a  guide  consistent  with  his  fiiith,  and  yet  with 
all  fiiitbs. 

How  can  this  be  ?  inqmre  the  skeptical — and,  alas,  the  Pharisaical 
are  very  apt  to  believe  that  contamination  to  the  higher  must  inevitably 
ensue  from  the  association.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  secrets  of  the 
Graft ;  nevertheless,  we  shall  venture  to  expose  it  upon  this  oocasion 
(confidentially,  of  course),  that  wonder  may  cease.  Widely  as  these 
seem  separated,  like  the  radii  of  the  circle  they  meet  in  a  oommon 
centre,  and  are  circumscribed  by  the  Masonic  compasses  within  a  com* 
mon  circle.  Fallen  as  it  may  be,  this  wonderful  mechanism  of  the 
human  body,  with  all  its  mysterious  adaptations  to  sublunary  existence, 
and  marvelous  complexity  of  organization,  although,  as  the  apostle 
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ezpresBivelj  deDominates  it,  ''  a  body  of  death,''  neyertheless  still 
encloses  the  hidden  light  of  its  oelestial  origin.  In  all  faiths,  in  all 
Greeds,  this  is  leoognized  under  every  variety  of  figurative  expression, 
in  all  forms  of  tradition,  in  the  body  of  all  philosophy,  and  in  the  soul 
of  all  poetry.  Without  this  universal  intuition,  history  is  impossible, 
belief  fiides  to  a  dream.  In  the  chaos  of  opinions,  the  Spirit  of  God 
ever  moves  upon  tiie  dark  waters.  From  the  slumbering  depths  even 
of  the  savage  intellect,  rays  out  this  spark  of  divine  fire.  No  sophistry 
of  a  proud  but  ignoble  philosophy  can  extinguish  that  fire— the  cold 
glazier  of  unbelief  but  reflects  back  the  light  of  that  truth  with  increased 
and  increasing  efifulgence. 

Herein  consists  the  preeminence  of  man — ^that  to  him,  alone  among 
all  living  beings,  this  word,  this  interior  life,  has  been  communicated ; 
to  him  alone  it  is  given  to  discern  its  hidden  sense,  and  with  the  God- 
given  master-key  of  mind  to  unlock  the  hidden  mystery  of  existence 
here,  and  existence  forever  hereafter.  He  recognizes  that  to  him  alone 
Nature  speaks  in  mute  language,  and  writes  symbolic  instruction  upon 
all  her  works.  This,  then,  is  the  central  unity  of  belief — in  the  human 
immortal  soul,  and  in  the  God  which  breathed  that  soul  into  the  mortal 
body.  Beginning  here,  the  Mason  goes  outward  into  all  forms  of 
belief,  as  the  inner  light  guides  him,  or  as  the  external  light  from  God 
above  or  Nature  below  is  imparted  to  him.  The  outer  circumscribing 
line  is  the  Moral  Law.  There  is  the  boundary  of  right  and  wrong, 
beyond  which  the  true  Mason  is  solemnly  bound  never  to  pass.  It  is 
fixed  by  the  individual  belief,  as  impressed  by  the  varying  condition  in 
which  man  is  placed.  The  central  luminary  of  the  Order — the  Supreme 
Being— communicates  to  each  different  degrees  of  lights— to  the  Israel- 
ite, the  Chinese,  the  Hindoo,  the  Mohammedan,  the  Indian,  each  as  he 
wills — and  when  the  recipient  lives  in  accordance  with  the  light  which 
he  has  received,  he  lives  Masonically,  he  is  clasped  to  the  fraternal 
love  of  every  true  Mason.  He  who  acts  not  up  to  the  light  which  he 
has  received,  who  despises  the  secret  monitor  which  the  Divine  essence 
has  supplied  to  each  human  soul,  and  disregards  the  word  as  it  is 
revealed  to  him  in  written  language,  in  silent  intuition,  or  speaking  to 
him  in  the  hieroglyphic  forms  of  earth,  sea  and  heaven,  is  unworthy 
the  name  and  affiliation  of  Mason. 

Thus  Masonry  is  not  the  modified  deism,  or  mere  moralism,  which 
some  wish  to  insinuate.  Whilst  it  inculcates  the  broadest  catholicity 
of  toleration  to  national  or  individual  belief,  it  peremptorily  conmiands 
obedience  to  the  dictates  of  that  religion  which  each  brother  receives 
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to  his  own  heart  of  hearts  as  binding.  Thus  in  some  countries  requi- 
ffltions  may  be  made  of  the  candidate,  which  in  other  regbns  would  be 
unjust. 

Local  regulations  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  universalities  of  Ma- 
sonry, even  when  absolutely  conflicting.  This  is  in  accordance  with 
that  genuine  catholicity  which  the  great  apostle  of  the  particular  faith 
we  most  of  us  receive,  teaches — "  Let  each  be  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind."  Masonry  is  not  a  substitute  for  any  church,  neither  is  it 
a  disclaimer  of  any  church.  It  is  not  a  political  system,  neither  is  it 
an  opponent  or  defender  of  any  system  of  political  government.  It 
is  Masonry,  and  beside  Masonry,  is  nothing  else  under  high  heaven. 

To-day  we  celebrate  the  festival  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  whom  Ma- 
sonic tradition  represents  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  Christian  patrons 
of  Freemasoniy. 

The  two  St.  Johns  are  held  in  high  repute  among  Masons,  and 
throughout  Christendom  we  dedicate  our  Lodges  to  them,  not  because 
they  were  Christians  solely,  but  because  they  were  the  model  men  of 
their  times,  the  true  representatives  of  the  great  ideas  of  their  age. 
Whilst  Masonic  tradition  gives  us  every  reason  to  believe  that  these 
two  Christian  siunts  were  members  of  our  Order,  the  clear-headed 
Masonic  scholar  need  not  be  told  that  even  if  the  tradition  be  fidse,  its 
high  symibolic  significance  will  perpetuate  it  among  the  landmarks  of 
the  ancient  Craft.  The  truly  profound  metaphysician  knows  that  it  is 
the  idea  which  fills  the  mind  and  animates  the  lesson.  It  is  the  action 
and  not  the  actor  which  excites.  Once  passed  from  the  stage  of  mate- 
rial existence,  and  the  hero,  the  robber,  the  saint  or  the  villain,  alike 
live  only  as  memories,  as  ideas  in  the  mind  of  the  survivors. 

Nay,  the  exploits,  the  deeds,  the  words,  the  presence  itself  of  living 
men — what  are  they  but  ideas  striking  the  organs  of  sense  and  gaining 
lodgment  in  the  mysterious  chamber  of  the  human  brain,  intangible 
but  real,  silent  but  awakening  thought ;  symbolical  of  power  to  be,  to 
do  or  to  sufifer,  representing  to  the  inner  sense  of  us,  all  noble  or  all 
ignoble  things,  moulding  our  own  character  by  ceaseless  influences ;  on 
the  one  hand  raising  us  to  the  angelic  level,  on  the  other  degrading  us 
below  the  beasts  which  perish.  Ideas  sway  the  individual — ^ideas  sway 
the  world.  The  gold  which  men  struggle  for,  and  madly  fight  for, 
what  is  it  but  the  emblem  of  power  ?  power  to  control  the  elements  to 
our  wants,  to  our  pleasures ;  power  to  control  our  fellow  men  as  min- 
isters to  our  wants,  to  our  ambitions,  or  our  idle  schemes.  The  miser, 
who  through  rags  and  all  deprivation  hoards  his  store  of  yellow  coin,  is 
governed  by  his  ideal. 
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These  are  not  mere  pieces  of  dull  metal  to  him,  bat  are  Aladdin's 
lamp  which  can  command  genii  of  wonderoos  powers  to  build  him  pal- 
aces, array  him  in  gorgeous  apparel,  and  feast  him  upon  viands  such  as 
Epicurus  himself  would  have  died  of  envy  at  beholding.  And  thus 
we  all  of  us,  whether  Masons  or  misers,  or  whatever  we  may  be,  follow 
our  own  ideal,  more  or  less  noble  as  it  may  occur  to  each  of  us — and 
be  is  truly  noble,  ''  who  noble  ends  by  noble  means  attains." 

Happy  is  he  who  clearly  disUnguishes  that  which  he  really  has 
placed  before  him  as  the  object  of  his  life's  pursuit,  who  understands  why 
he  puts  forth  effort,  why  he  condemns  himself  to  days  of  toil  and  nights 
of  watching  and  care.  For  if  clearly  discerned,  then  will  come  the 
inquiry,  why  all  this  ?     For  what,  and  to  what  ? 

To  this  test  ougbt  every  man's  life  to  be  brought  Let  him  just 
understand  what  he  most  desires,  for  this  to  him  is  the  symbol  of  true 
excellence,  of  highest  happiness.  It  measures  the  man,  alas,  too  often 
with  Procrustean  accuracy.  If  we  rightly  look  at  it,  also,  we  shall  see 
very  often  an  ennobling  character  which  elevates  the  lowliest  to  a  higher 
level.  That  which  seemed  at  first  a  trivial  object  of  pursuit,  by  clearer 
apprehension  is  found  to  be  of  high  import  The  extrinsic  significance 
of  the  object  lends  it  myriad  values.  "  Did  not  the  whole  Hdngarian 
nation  rise,  like  some  tumultuous,  moon-stirred  Atlantic,  when  Kaiser 
Joseph  pocketed  their  Iron  Crown — an  implement,  as  it  was  sagaciously 
observed,  in  size  and  commercial  value,  little  differing  from  a  horse- 
shoe? It  is  in  and  through  symbols  that  man,  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously, lives,  moves,  and  has  his  being;  those  ages,  moreover,  are 
accounted  the  noblest,  which  can  the  best  recognize  symbolical  worth, 
and  prize  it  the  highest.  For  is  not  a  symbol  ever,  to  him  who  has 
eyes  for  it,  some  dimmer  or  clearer  revelation  of  the  Gk>dlike?" 

To  us  Masons,  the  two  St.  Johns  are  symbolical,  among  other  ideas, 
of  zeal  and  wisdom.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  completing  by  his  learn- 
ing what  the  other  St  John  had  begun  by  his  zeal,  thus  drawing  what 
Freemasons  call  a  line— parallel.  Again,  the  Masonic  Lodge  is  sym- 
bolically supported  by  three  great  pillars,  representing  Wisdom, 
Strength  and  Beauty,  with  esoteric  allusions  of  highly  instructive 
character,  familiar  to  all  within  the  circle. 

We  bear  the  emblems  of  office,  each  with  profound  meanings,  speak- 
ing from  them ;  and  we  wear  the  apron  as  a  peculiar  badge  of  Masonry, 
continually  reminding  us  of  that  purity  of  life  and  conduct  so  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  gain  admission  to  that  celestial  Lodge  above,  where 
the  Supreme  Grrand  Master  presides. 
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The  tnie  symbol  grows  more  and  more  saored  by  Time,  which  depre- 
ciates, destroys,  and  casts  into  oblivion  all  those  mere  shadowy  resem- 
blances or  representations  which  have  no  trae  vitality  in  them.  Ma- 
sonry, a  science  replet«  with  the  richest  symbolism,  gains  freshness  and 
increasing  strength  and  splendor  by  lapse  of  years ;  its  imitations  per- 
ish, or  ever  they  number  ezbtence  by  decades  or  scores,  because  this 
life  is  wanting.     Herein  is  a  true  inspiration,  if  rightly  accepted. 

You  cannot  lay  down  Masonry  at  will,  you  who  have  once  volunta- 
rily taken  it  up.  For  you  it  shall  prove  either  the  shirt  of  Nessus— a 
garment  of  evil,  or  as  the  mantle  of  the  prophet^— conferring  great 
excellency  of  power,  such  as  characterized  our  brothers  of  old  time. 
The  impress  upon  your  heart  and  conscience  cannot  be  eradicated,  ex- 
cept by  annihilation  of  all  that  constitutes  true  manhood.  "  Once  a 
Mason,  always  a  Mason,"  is  the  trite  maxim  of  the  Order — let  its  pro- 
found significance  deeply  penetrate  the  moral  sense.  Wondrous,  truly, 
are  the  bonds  which  unite  us  together !  Unseen  but  mighty ;  borne 
without  toil,  but  weighty  as  Mount  Zion  I  Darkness  pervading,  but 
light  emanating ! 

The  individual  man  seems  litUe  noteworthy.  If  he  sinks  under  dis- 
ease and  death,  the  great  ocean  of  life  closes  over  him  with  scarce  a 
ripple  upon  its  surface.  But  Qian  united  in  effort  with  his  fellow  man 
can  control  even  the  primal  forces  of  nature  to  work  his  will. 


"  We  are  not  now  that  strength  which  in  olden  days 
Moved  earth  and  heaven ;  that  which  we  are,  we  are ; 
One  cqnal  temper  of  heroic  hearts. 
Made  weak  by  time  and  fate,  bat  strong  in  will 
To  strire,  to  seek,  to  find,  and  not  to  yield." 

To  secure  great  ends,  the  cultured  mind  must  act  in  unison  with 
other  cultured  minds.  In  all  action,  Wisdom  should  direct  the  effort; 
Strength  of  purpose,  inflexible  adherence  to  the  right  and  true,  should 
characterize  the  endeavor  ;  whilst  Beauty  should  adorn  the  means  em- 
ployed, ennobling  the  thought  and  lifting  the  conceptions  to  high  objects 
and  enduring  things. 

The  true  Mason  should  cultivate  assiduously  not  only  purity  of  action 
but  purity  of  the  inmost  thought.  Do  not  be  carried  idly  upon  the  tide 
of  prosperity  on  which  our  ancient  Craft  now  glides,  but  be  a  workman 
in  our  moral  temple.     Let  us  be — 


Men,  my  brothers,  men  the  workers,  ever  reaping  something  new, 
That  which  we  have  done  but  earnest  of  the  things  that  we  shall  do.' 
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Finally,  my  Brothers,  let  us  cnltiyate  that  sooial  feeling  which 
should  characterize  a  Fraternity  which  holds  among  its  cardinal  tenets 
Brotherly  Love.  May  friendly  gatherings  such  as  this  affords,  he 
often  renewed. 

'*  We  meet  upon  the  Jevd  and  we  part  apon  the  squaref 

What  words  of  precions  meaniDg  those  words  Masonic  are ! 
******** 

There's  a  world  where  all  are  equal,  we  are  hurryiDg  toward  it  fast ; 

We  shall  meet  npon  the  levd  there  when  the  gates  of  death  are  post ; 

We  shall  stand  before  the  Orient,  and  our  Master  will  be  there, 

To  trj  the  blocks  we  offer,  by  his  own  unerring  aquare. 

Let  us  meet  upon  the  level,  then,  while  laboring  patient  here, 
Let  us  meet  and  let  us  labor,  though  the  labor  be  severe ; 
Already  in  the  western  sky,  the  signs  bid  us  prepare 
To  gather  up  our  working  tools,  and  part  upon  the  squcare. 
Hands  round,  ye  faithful  Masons,  form  the  bright  fraternal  chain, 
We  part  upon  the  square  below,  to  meet  in  heaven  again ; 
What  words  of  precions  meaning  those  words  Masonic  are, 
We  meet  upon  the  Utid,  and  we  part  upon  the  square" 


-•♦♦-« 


VC^  If  any  Brother,  forgetting  for  a  time  the  rules  of  hb  Craft,  and 
listening  to  evil  counsels,  should  unhappily  &11  into  a  contrary  conduct, 
he  is  not  to  he  countenanced  in  his  crimes  or  rehellion  against  the  State ; 
but  he  forfeits  all  the  benefits  of  the  Lodge,  and  his  fellows  will  refuse 
to  associate  or  converse  with  him  in  private,  while  he  continues  in  his 
guilt ;  that  no  offense  may  be  given  to  lawful  government.  Such  a 
person,  however,  is  still  considered  as  a  Mason,  his  title  hitherto  being 
indefeasible ;  and  hopes  are  to  be  entertained,  and  endeavors  used,  that 
the  rules  of  the  Craft  may  again  recover  him  to  his  duty. 

From  the  constant  desire  of  true  Masons,  to  adorn  the  countries  where 
they  reside  with  all  useful  arts,  crafts  and  improvements,  they  have 
been,  from  the  earliest  ages,  encouraged  and  protected  by  the  wisest 
rulers  of  States  and  Commonwealths ;  who  have  likewise  thought  it  an 
honor  to  have  their  names  enrolled  among  the  Fraternity,  and  have 
become  the  patrons  of  the  Craft.  And  thus  Masonry,  having  always 
flourished  most  in  the  peaceable  times  of  every  country,  and  having 
suffered  in  a  particular  manner  through  the  calamitous  effects  of  war, 
the  Craftsmen  are  the  more  strongly  engaged  and  inclined  to  act  agreea- 
bly to  the  prime  principles  of  their  art,  in  following  peace  and  love,  as 
fiir  as  possible,  with  all  men. — Ancient  Constitutions, 
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EXTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  COR- 
RESPONDENCE  OP  G.   L.  OF  ILLINOIS. 


Continued  from  December  No. 


UABILITISS   OF   LODGES. 

The  following  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Law  and  Usage  in  Arkansas : 

Has  the  Grand  Lodge  a  legal  right  to  suspend  a  Brother  when  a 
subordinate  Lodge  refuses  to  act,  or,  when  the  charges  are  sustained 
by  evidence,  and  the  Brethren  refuse  to  inflict  punishment  ? 

They  reported  as  follows : 

The  Grand  Lodge  being  the  sovereign,  and  possessing  the  primary 
power  of  discipline  over  all  Masons  within  its  jurisdiction,  by  charter, 
grants  to  subordinate  Lodges  the  power  to  charge,  try  and  punish  all 
Masons  belonging  to  such  Lodges,  or  residing  within  the  temtory  over 
which  it  has  jurisdiction  under  its  charter,  for  unmasonic  conduct. 

K  the  subordinate  Lodges  fail  or  refuse  to  discharge  their  duty  in 
the  discipline  of  !Masons  within  their  jurisdiction,  such  Lodges  would 
be  answerable  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  subject  to  have  their  cbartelrs 
withdrawn. 

For  example,  if  a  Mason  is  living  in  the  open  disregard  of  his  moral 
and  Masonic  duties,  and  complaint  is  made  to  the  Lodge  within  whose 
jurisdiction  he  resides,  and  the  Lodge  refuses  to  act,  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  not,  on  that  account,  proceed  to  call  the  offending  Brother  be- 
fore her  and  try  him  herself,  but  would  discipline  the  subordinate 
Lodge  so  refusing  to  discharge  its  duty. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  provides  for  the 
suspension  by  the  Grand  Master  of  any  subordinate  Lodge  conducting 
itself  '*  unconstitutionally,  unmasonically,  or  contrary  to  the  estab- 
lished forms  and  usages  of  the  Craffc,"  the  suspension  to  continue  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  when  it  is  required  to  take  such 
order  in  regard  to  it  as  shall  seem  best. 

Our  own  constitution  also  provides  that  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  "  have 
the  authority  to  investigate,  regulate  and  decide  all  matters  relative  to 
the  Craft  in  general,  to  particular  Lodges,  and  to  individual  Brothers 
upon  appeal,  which  it  may  exercise  of  itself  or  by  such  delegated  au- 
thority as  in  its  wisdom  and  discretion  it  shall  appoint,"  and  may 
suspend  or  annul  the  "  charters  of  Lodges  upon  good  and  sufficient 
cause  being  shown." 

Several  other  Grand  Lodges  have  enacted  similar  provisions  in  their 
constitutions. 
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There  is  no  principle  pervading  the  old  regulations  and  constitutions 
that  is  clearer  than  this  :  that  every  Lodge  is  to  enforce  its  by-laws,  to 
obey  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  see  that  the  good  of  Masonry 
does  not  sufifer  because  of  unworthy  members. 

TRIAL  OF  A  MBMBEB   OF  ONB   LODGE  BY   ANOTHER  LODGE. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  has  decided  that  "  a  Lodge  in  whose 
jurisdiction  an  unmasonic  act  is  committed,  should  proceed  to  charge 
the  case,  and  not  compel  the  witnesses  to  attend  the  sitting  of  commit- 
tees appointed  by  the  Lodge  of  which  the  accused  is  a  member,  as  the 
witnesses  and  injured  parties  should  be  accommodated  in  preference  to 
the  party  charged." 

Bro.  Mackey,  in  his  '*  Principles  of  Masonic  Law,"  says : 

The  personal  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  for  the  same  good  reason,  ex- 
tends over  all  Masons  living  in  its  vicinity.  A  Master  Mason  belong- 
ing to  a  distant  Lodge,  but  residing  within  the  geographical  jurisdiction 
of  another  Lodge,  becomes  amenable  for  his  conduct  to  the  latter  as 
well  as  to  the  former  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Tennessee  and  California  sustain  that  rule. 

Your  committee  are 'of  the  opinion  that  the  rule  is  a  good  one,  in 
other  words,  that  when  a  Brother  removes  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge, 
and  does  not  take  a  demit,  and  join  the  nearer  Lodge,  that  he  should 
be  treated,  practically,  as  a  non-affiliuted  Mason. 

QuERT. — If  a  Brother  removes  from  the  jurisdiction  of  one  Grand 
Lodge  and  settles  down  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Grand  Lodge, 
o^ght  not  his  membership  with  the  first  to  terminate  ? 

RESTORATIONS  AND  RB-INSTATEMENTS. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  when  a  Brother  has  been  expelled 
for  ^oa{f  cause,  and  by  his  good  conduct  and  repentance  is  recom- 
mended to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  restoration,  that  he  may  or  may  not  be 
restored  to  his  membership  in  his  Lodge,  as  that  Lodge  may  determine, 
one  Brother  being  sufficient  to  bar  his  admission. 

It  often,  however,  occurs,  that  a  Brother  is  exjsellod  for  no  good 
cause,  yet,  by  the  regulations  of  this  and  other  Grand  Lodges,  the 
Brother  may  be  debarred  from  his  membership  upon  his  re-instatement 
by  the  Grand  Lodge.    Bro.  Mackey  says  : 

I  cannot  conceive  how  a  Brother,  whose  innocence  has  been  declared 
by  the  verdict  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  can  be  deprived  of  his  vested 
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rights,  as  a  member  of  a  particular  Lodge,  witbout  a  yiolation  of  the 
principles  of  justice.  If  guilty,  let  his  expulsion  stand ;  bat  if  inno- 
cent, let  him  be  placed  in  the  same  position  in  which  he  was  before  the 
passage  of  the  unjust  sentence  of  the  Lodge  which  has  been  reversed. 

In  his  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  1858,  the  same  Brother 
remarks : 

I  confess  that  I  look  upon  the  doctrine  that  a  Grand  Lodge  cannot 
restore  a  Brother  unjustly  convicted  to  membership  in  his  Lodge,  as  a 
monstrous  doctrine,  at  war  with  all  the  principles  of  reason  and  justice, 
and  in  direct  opposition  to  the  whole  theory  of  Masonic  appeals.  For, 
if,  by  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  I  cannot  obtain  ample  redress,  then 
where  is  the  advantage  of  an  appeal  ? 

The  Maryland  Committee,  in  commenting  upon  the  position  taken 
by  Bro.  Mackey,  meet  the  question  squarely : 

The  Grand  Lodge  evidently  has  appellate  jurisdiction,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  this  prerogative  it  is  similar  to  the  appellate  courts  in  this 
and  other  countries.  In  all  cases  of  appeal  in  courts  possessing  such 
jurisdiction,  when  the  decision  of  the  lower  court  is  reversed,  the  case 
is  remanded  to  its  position  before  trial.  And  such  is  the  effect  in  cases 
of  Masonic  appeal.  If  the  act  of  the  Lodge  in  the  case  of  indefinite 
suspension  or  expulsion  be  reversed  or  set  aside  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
the  Brother  is  restored  to  the  position  he  occupied  before  trial. 

Bro.  Abell,  of  California,  in  commenting  upon  the  same  subject, 
remarks : 

If  the  decision  of  a  Lodge  be  illegal  or  unjust,  and  the  Grand 
Lodge  so  declare  it,  then  from  no  part  of  the  consequences  of  that  de- 
cision should  the  party  implicated  be  a  sufferer,  for  how  monstrous 
would  the  proposition  be,  that  he,  who,  by  the  highest  tribunal  has 
been  declared  innocent  of  all  offense,  should  yet  be  adjudged  to  suffer  a 

E)rtion  of  the  penalty  unrighteously  decreed  by  the  wrong  doing 
odge. 

The  Grand  L«lges  of  New  Hampshire.  Indiana  and  Kentucky  sus- 
tain  the  same  doctrine. 

Your  committee  cannot  resist  the  force  of  the .  reasons  given,  for 
Masons  are  bound  to  be  just  and  merciful  to  the  unfortunate,  and  if 
an  accused  Brother  be  declared  innocent  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  he 
should  be  placed  in  precisely  the  position  he  occupied  when  the 
charges  were  preferred  against  him,  and  not  be  made  to  suffer  an  un- 
willing non-affiliation,  with  its  burdens  and  disabilities. 

RIGHT  OV  VISIT. 

This  vexatious  question  is  now  pretty  well  settled.  Some  Grand 
Lodges  term  it  a  privilege,  as  we  do ;  others  term  it  a  conditional  right ; 
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others,  an  absolute  rigbt ;  but  when  explained,  nearly  all  arrive  at  the 
same  conclusion,  laid  down  in  the  Maine  resolution  upon  that  sub- 
ject, viz.: 

That  the  right  to  visit  Masonically  is  not  inalienable,  and  may  be 
impaired ;  that  every  Master  Mason  in  good  standing  has  the  right  to 
ask  and  receive  this  privilege,  unless  in  the  judgment  of  the  Worship- 
ful Master  th^re  are  valid  reasons  for  withholding  it. 

LODGES  u.   D. 

What  is  a  Lodge  U.  D.  ?  Quite  an  amount  of  opinion  has  been 
expended  upon  this  important  question. 

Bro.  C.  W.  Moore  states  the  business  and  powers  of  a  Lodge  U.  D. 
to  be,  "to  form  and  open  a  Lodge,  after  the  manner  of  ancient,  free 
and  accepted  Masons,  and  therein  to  make  Masons."  The  dispensation 
*'  does  not  invest  the  Brethren  holding  it  with  the  powers  or  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  regular  Lodge,  except  so  far  as  to  assemble  and  '  make  Free- 
masons.' It  does  not  even  empower  them  to  elect  or  change  their 
principal  officers,  nor  does  it  confer  on  their  Master  and  Wardens  the 
privileges  of  representatives  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  They  form  and 
open  '  after  the  manner '  of  a  Lodge,  but  not  with  the  full  powers  and 
privileges  of  a  Lodge.  They  are  placed  in  a  state  of  probation  for  a 
specified  time^  preparatory  to  being  constituted  into  a  regular  Ltdge. 
While  in  this  state — ^not  having  been  constituted,  and  therefore  not 
invested  with  the  power  to  elect  officers — the  Master  cannot  be  installed. 
The  Brother  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  Master  during  this  probation- 
ary term,  may  nevertheless,  lawfully  take  the  chair,  and  discharge  all 
the  duties  of  presiding  officer,  without  any  further  qualification.  At 
the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the  dispeosation  is  granted,  the 
Brethren  petition  for  a  charter.  If  this  be  obtained,  they  are  author- 
ized to  elect  their  own  Master  and  other  officers.  They  are  then 
regularly  constituted,  and  their  officers  are  duly  installed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.     Neither  of  these  can  be  done  under  a  dispensation.'* 

Bro.  Buist,  Grand  Master  of  South  Carolina,  in  his  address,  last 
November,  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  says  that  ''a  Lodge  under  dispensa- 
tion is  not  actually  a  Lodge.  It  is  only  a  quasi  Lodge — the  creature 
or  proxy  of  the  Grand  Master — can  make  no  by-laws — install  no  offi- 
cers— cannot  be  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  *  *  *  To  the 
Master  and  Wardens,  as  representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  that  offi- 
cer, in  the  discharge  of  his  high  prerogatives,  has  entrusted  the  csre  of 
Masonry  in  that^particular  Masonic  jurisdiction. '' 
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Bro.  Mackey,  in  his  **  Principles  of  Masonic  Law,"  defines  a  Lodge 
U.  D.  to  be  **a  merely  temporary  working  body,  originated  for  a 
special  purpose,  and  therefore  possessed  of  very  circumscribed  powers." 

The  8th  article  of  the  *'  Old  Regulations,"  adopted  in  1721,  reads 
as  follows : 

No  set  or  number  of  Brethren  shall  withdraw  or  separate  themselves 
from  the  Lodge  in  which  they  were  made,  or  were  afterwards  admitted 
members,  unless  the  Lodge  becomes  too  numerous ;  nor  even  then, 
without  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master  or  Deputy.  And  when 
thus  separated,  they  must  either  immediately  join  taemselves  to  such 
other  Lodges  that  they  shall  like  best,  or  else  obtain  the  Grand  Master's 
warrant  to  join  in  forming  a  new  Lodge,  to  be  regularly  constttiUed  in 
good  time. 

This  regulation  ha^  not  been  changed,  but  it  was  further  agreed  in 
the  *'  New  Regulations,"  November  25th,  1723,  that  **  no  new  Lodge 
is  owned,  nor  its  officers  admitted  into  the  Grand  Lodge,  unless  it  be 
regularly  constituted  and  registered." 

AVOUCHMKNTS. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  on  one  occasion  decided  **  that  a  Mason 
•can  only  be  vouched  for  by  one  who  has  '  sat  in  open  Lodge '  with 
him." 

Bio.  Abell  says  this  is  more  *'  common  than  correct." 

Bro.  Bird,  formerly  Master  of  Oriental  Lodge  No.  83,  proposed 
certain  questions  to  Bro.  C.  W.  Moore,  and  among  them,  one  in  regard 
to  avouchments. 

In  answer,  he  says  :  *'  The  regulations  of  1723,  on  the  subject  of 
admitting  visitors,  is  as  follows  :  '  No  visitor,  however  skilled  in  Ma- 
sonry, shall  be  admitted  into  a  Lodge,  unless  he  is  personally  known 
to,  or  well  vouched  and  recommended  by,  one  of  that  Lodge  present.' 
The  provisions  of  this .  regulation  are,  first,  that  the  visitor  must  be  ' 
'  personally  known  to '  some  Brother  present  to  be  a  Mason ;  or,  sec- 
ondly, that  he  shall  be '  well  vouched  for  and  recommended  by '  a 
member  of  the  Lodge  who  is  present  The  Brother  who  vouches  for 
him  must,  therefore,  be  present ^  and  know  him  to  be  a  Mason,  either 
from  personal  examination,  (which  ought  always  to  be  conducted  in  the 
appropriate  place  and  manner,  that  is,  the  preparation  or  some  other 
convenient  room  connected  with  the  Lodge,)  or  from  having  sat  in  a 
Lodge  with  him." 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  South  Carolina  in  1856, 
analyzes  this  mattter  in  the  following  terms : 
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The  sabject  of  yonching  does  not  appear  always  to  be  understood. 
Many  Masons  believe  tbat  the  prerogative  of  vonohing  is  inherent  in 
every  Brother,  and  that  if  A  shall  say  that  he  vouches  for  B,  and  that 
he  has  sat  in  a  Lodge  with  him,  the  assertion  should  be  received  with 
all  respect,  and  B  admitted.  Yet  in  how  manv  cases  may  not  A,  from 
ignorance  or  inexperience,  be  liable  to  be  deceived  ?  How  are  we  to 
know  that  A  himself  was  not  in  a  clandestine  Lodge  which  had  been 
imposed  upon  his  ignorance,  when  he  sat  with  B  ?  How  are  we  to  be 
sure  that  his  memory  has  not  been  treacherous,  and  that  the  Lodge  in 
which  he  saw  B,  was  not  a  Fellow  Craft's,  or  Entered  Apprentice's 
Lodge,  instead  of  being  a  Master's  ?  Why,  only  by  knowing  that  the 
Masonic  skiU  and  experience,  and  the  general  good  sense  and  judgment 
of  A  are  such  as  not  to  render  him  liable  to  the  commission  of  such 
errors ;  and,  if  we  are  confident  of  his  Masonic  knowledge  and  honesty, 
we  are  ready,  or  ought  to  be,  to  take  his  vouching  without  further 
inquiry  as  to  its  foundation ;  but,  if  we  are  not,  then  it  is  safer  to  de- 
pend, on  an  examination  by  a  committee  than  on  the  avouchment  of 
one  in  whose  ability  we  have  no  confidence. 

Bro.  Chase,  of  New  Hampshire,  contends  for  a  less  rigid  rule. 

At  one  time  one  of  the  Rhode  Island  Lodges  had  a  clause  in  its  by- 
laws providing  for  the  admission  of  a  stranger  upon  producing  a  certi- 
ficate that  he  was  a  Mason.  This  the  Grand  Lodge  very  soon 
corrected. 

This  right  of  avouchment  ia  a  landmark.  We  are  to  ascertah  its 
true  intent  atftd  meaning.  Your  committee  understand  the  matter  of 
'*  personal  knowledge  "  to  be  an  acquaintance  with  the  Masonic  profi- 
ciency and  ability  of  the  visitor,  derived  from  an  examination  author- 
iased  by  the  Master,  according  to  the  tests  and  forms  known  to  the 
Grafk,  after  the  application  to  visit  has  been  duly  preferred. 

Your  committee  understand  the  avouchment — *'I  have  sat  in 
Lodge  with  him  " — ^to  mean,  that  the  voucher,  by  his  own  skill  and 
knowledge,  must  be  able  to  state,  that  the  Lodge  in  which  they  sat 
was  a  regular  Lodge,  and  whether  they  sat  in  an  Entered  Apprentice's 
Lodge,  a  Fellow  Craft's  or  a  Master's. 

BALLOT  FOR  KACH  BEGRES. 

■  The  rule  for  many  years  in  this  Grand  Lodge  has  been,  to  ballot  in 
each  degree  upon  the  moral,  intellectual  and  Masonic  qualifications  of 
the  applicant. 

One  year  since  this  rule  was  changed  to  one  ballot  for  the  three 
degrees,  and  much  confusion  and  injury  has  resulted  fi^om  the  change. 

Up  to  1725,  Lodges  only  made  Entered  Apprentices ;  the  Fellow 
Crafts  and  Masters  were  made  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  General  Assem- 
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bly  of  Masons.  It  follows  that  a  single  ballot  was  all  that  the  Lodges 
could  give  up  to  that  time. 

For  the  reason  that  it  was  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  it  was 
then  ordained  that  "  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  with  his  Wardens,  and  a 
competent  number  of  the  Lodge,  assembled  in  due  form,  can  make 
Masters  and  Fellows  at  discretion." 

The  old  constitutions  are  not  very  explicit  upon  this  subject.  The 
regulations  of  1721,  when  the  Lodges  conferred  but  one  degree,  re- 
quired unanimity — giving  as  a  reason,  that  the  members  of  a  particular 
Lodge  are  the  best  judges,  and  to  avoid  a  turbulent  member  being 
imposed  upon  them  to  spoil  their  harmony. 

But  when  the  right  to  make  Fellow  Crafts  and  Masters  was  conceded 
to  the  particular  Lodges,  the  regulation  remained  unchanged,  and  hence 
the  disagreement  in  regard  to  ancient  usage.  One  thing  is  certain  : 
When  a  candidate  'was  to  be  initiated,  every  Entered  Apprentice  was 
entitled  to  vote.  The  question  arises,  whether  the  ballot  should  be 
cast,  and  was  cast,  for  the  second  and  third  degrees. 

The  usage  in  the  American  Grand  Lodges  is  not  uniform ;  but  a 
large  majority,  and  probably  four-fifths,  ballot  in  each  degree. 

A  proposition  to  change  the  rule  to  one  ballot,  at  the  last  Grand 
Com^iunication  in  Indiana,  resulted  in  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  subject,  with  only  one  dissenting  vote.  ^ 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  in  her  new  constitution,  provided 
for  the  three  ballots ;  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  declares  that 
"  the  separate  ballot  for  each  degree  is  nothing  more  than  is  absolutely 
required  in  Masonic  action." 

In  1845  the  single  ballot  was  the  rule  in  this  Grand  Lodge,  but 
only  for  one  year.  The  rule  which  afterwards  prevailed  until  one  year 
since  was  adopted  at  that  session.  Judge  Bailhache,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  subject,  reported — *'  that  a  general  compliance 
therewith  [the  single  ballot]  is  calculated  to  be  more  injurious  than 
beneficial  to  the  Fraternity.  It  appears  to  us  that  danger  is  &r  more 
likely  to  arise  from  the  inconsiderate  admission  of  improper  persons 
into  the  Masonic  family,  than  from  the  exclusion  of  such  as  may 
be  truly  worthy.  It  seldom  if  ever  happens  that  every  member  of  a 
Lodge  is  present  when  a  candidate  is  balloted  for ;  and  it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  the  only  one  in  possession  of  reasons  sufficient  for  the 
rejection  of  tfie  applicant,  may  be  absent  when  his  petition  is  acted 
upon.  It  is  consequently  very  proper  whenever  such  is  the  case,  that 
the  Brother  who  would  have  opposed  his  reception  in  the  first  instance, 
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bad  he  been  present,  should  be  allowed  another  opportunity  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  have  his  objections  removed,  if  not  well  founded,  or 
the  fiuther  advancement  of  the  candidate  arrested,  should  it  appear, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  that  he  is  unworthy  of  the  privilege  he  seeks 
to  obtain.  Besides,  it  may  be  received  as  a  sound  maxim,  that  no  one 
who  has  been  once  admitted  within  the  portals  of  the  Lodge,  and  initi- 
ated an  Entered  Apprentice,  will,  on  slight  grounds,  be  refused /ar^Aer 
UgM :  or  that  one  who  has  been  admitted  to  the  first  and  second  degrees, 
will  be  rejected  on  his  application  for  the  third,  ezcopt  from  an  impera- 
tive sense  of  duty  to  the  Masonic  Institution/^ 

Bro.  Mackey,  in  his  work  on  Masonic  Law,  reasons  at  great  length, 
and  with  much  perspicuity,  in  &vor  of  three  ballots.     He  says  : 

Although  there  is  no  law  in  the  Ancient  Constitutions  which  in  ex- 
press words  requires  a  ballot  for  candidates  in  each  degree,  yet  the 
whole  tenor  and  spirit  of  these  constitutions  seem  to  indicate  that  there 
should  be  recourse  to  such  a  ballot  Modem  Grand  Lodges  have  gen- 
erally, by  special  enactment,  required  a  ballot  to  be  taken  on  the 
application  of  an  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft  for  advancement,  and 
where  no  such  regulation  has  been  explicitly  laid  down,  the  almost 
constant  usage  of  the  Craft  has  been  in  favor  of  such  ballot.  ^  *  * 
I  see  no  reason  why  a  Lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts  should  be  less  guarded 
in  its  admission  of  Apprentices,  than  a  Lodge  of  Apprentices  is  in  its 
admission  of  profanes. 

If  one  ballot  is  sufficient  to  elect  a  candidate  to  the  three  degrees, 
what  reasonsis  there  for  limiting  the  time  in  which  they  are  to  be  con- 
ferred ?  Why  not  confer  them  when  the  candidate  has  made  sufficient 
advancement  ?  It  would  often  be  convenient  both  to  the  Lodge  and 
the  candidate. 

Very  often,  after  a  candidate  has  been  initiated,  one  or  more  Breth- 
ren become  acquainted  with  facts  in  regard  to  the  former  character 
of  the  initiate,  or  have  discovered  traits  and  habits  of  temper  and  life, 
which  render  it  obligatory  upon  them  to  object  to  his  farther  progress. 
Under  our  present  system,  an  objection,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  be  almost  sure  to  be  reached.  In  the  ever  varying  vicissitudes 
in  which  men  are  placed,  they  will  generally  find  many  ways  to  reach 
a  desired  end.  If  the  friend  of  the  candidate  is  a  vigilant,  wary, 
courageous  Brother,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  obfections,  and  the 
objector  be  a  timid,  irresolute  man,  in  almost  every  instance  he  will 
be  induced  to  forego  his  objection,  or  disclose  it. 

If,  upon  disclosing  it,  the  Lodge  should  deem  the  objection  frivolous, 
the  Brother  is  shamed  and  mortified,  and  his  good  position  and  enjoy- 
ment weakened  and  injured. 
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Besides,  the  objection  may  be  of  saoh  a  character  that  the  objector 
should  not,  and  sometimes  dare  not,  disclose  it.  He  may  state  that  he 
has  an  objection,  and  will  not  disclose  it,  and  thereby  draw  upon  him- 
self a  certain  amount  of  obloquy,  and  often  downright  insult,  or  else 
he  must  bury  it,  and  strike  hands  with  a  Brother  whom  he  knows  to 
be  utterly  unworthy. 

Eestore  the  ballot  for  each  degree,  and  its  quiet  and  potent  power  is 
as  strong  and  useful  in  the  hands  of  a  retiring,  timid  and  peaceable 
Brother,  as  in  the  hands  of  the  most  resolute  and  determined. 

(to  BB  COITTINUEI).) 


-•♦•-• 


SIR   JOHN   FRANKLIN.* 


The  anxieties  of  one  waiter  upon  Hope,  have  been  relieved.  We 
have  had,  in  modem  times,  no  more  striking  instance  of  the  power  of 
woman's  love,  than  in  this  devotion  of  Lady  Pranklin.  Fighting 
against  doubts,  conquering,  apparently,  insurmountable  difficulties,  she 
has,  at  last,  been  rewarded  by  the  melancholy  certainty,  as  to  her  hus- 
band's fate. ,  The  natural  regret  for  a  loss,  which,  to  her,  is  irremedia- 
ble, must  be  alleviated  by  the  consciousness  that  he  died  not  from  pro- 
tracted suffering,  but  calmly,  in  the  midst  of  his  beloved  associates. 
She  can  have  no  lidiDgs  as  to  the  last  struggle,  but  she,  knowing  him 
best,  can  well  believe  that  he  met  the  last  foe  with  Christian  courage, 
looking  forward  with  the  Christian's  hope,  to  a  blessed  immortality. 
Memory,  doubtless,  sped  back  to  home,  and  lingered  among  the  green 
hills  of  England ;  but  the  spiritual  eye  of  the  Christian  warrior,  such 
as  Franklin's  was,  drank  in  the  glories  of  an  untried  world.  He  had 
sought  a  sunnier  dime,  beyond  the  ice-bound  regions  of  the  North ;  he 
found  a  home  among  the  hills  of  Ood,  clothed  in  the  living  light  of  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness. 

Lady  Franklin  has  not,  for  the  past  twelve  years,  stood  alone  in  her 
hopes  and  fears.  She  has  had  the  sympathies  of  all  who  had  hearts  to 
feel.  We  talk  much  of  the  courage  of  the  soldier,  the  endurance  of 
the  martyr ;  beyond  the  world's  gaze,  perhaps  beyond  its  knowledge, 
there  glows  often  a  patient  heroism,  which  outshines  them  all.  This  is 
a  heroism  which,  utterly  devoid  of  selfishness,  relies  upon  its  own  purity 
for  support ;  which  seeks  no  reward  but  the  consciousness  of  the  right. 

*  From  the  Minor  »nd  Koyttone. 
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We  find  it  not  upon  the  highway  of  life,  where  it  would  be  trodden 
down  by  the  throng,  but  rather,  in  the  by-paths  where  the  few  can 
cherish  it.  It  is  the  matured  flower  of  the  woman's  home— the  price- 
less jewel  of  a  woman's  heart.  During  the  past  lonely  years,  it  has 
lighted  up  Lady  Franklin's  home,  with  a  subdued  but  holy  peace. 
The  widow's  heart,  it  is  true,  cannot  leap  for  joy,  but,  all  doubts 
removed,  it  can  repose  with  resignation  upon  the  will  of  Ood. 

Among  the  brotherhood  with  which  Franklin  held  communion,  his 
wife  has  found  not  only  sympathy,  but  support.  From  many  an  altar 
has  the  prayer  gone  up  for  his  safe  return.  In  her  hour  of  need,  she 
found  stepping  forth  from  the  Temple,  a  champion  to  maintain  her 
cause.  Masonry  may  well  be  proud  of  the  last  act  in  Kane's  eyentful 
life.  He  had  attained  no  especial  honor  in  the  Craft ;  the  wreath  of 
office  had  not  enchx^led  his  brow ;  but  when  he  went  forth  a  humble 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  Ood,  in  the  very  work  of  benevolence  which 
Masonry  teaches  and  practices,  he  outrtopped  the  highest.  The  names 
of  Franklin  and  Kane,  the  exponents  of  science  and  philanthropy,  add 
dignity  to  our  Order. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  the  result  attained,  will  forever  close  the  Arctic 
region  against  the  explorer.  Ood  has  placed  a  barrier  there;  why 
should  man  seek  to  overcome  it?  There  has  been  no  good  attained  by 
past  experience,  beyond  the  gratification  of  idle  curiosity.  There  can 
be  no  benefit  attainable  in  the  future.  The  skeletons  of  the  unfortu- 
nates, who  dropped  by  the  way,  amid  these  cheerless  solitudes,  will 
remain  monuments  of  the  insatiable  ambition  of  man.  It  is,  perhaps, 
a  laudable  ambition,  this  ambition  to  excel ;  but  could  the  sea  and  the 
desert  again  give  up  their  dead  to  life,  what  a  tale  of  misery  and 
fiitality  would  be  unfolded ;  were  the  story  of  each  life,  with  its  unhappy 
ending,  be  made  patent  to  all,  it  is  questionable  whether  the  warning 
would  be  heeded.  There  sit  now,  in  England,  by  the  hearthstones 
which  have  been  made  desolate,  those  who,  with  the  lesson  conned, 
will,  doubtless,  at  the  ripe  time,  rush  upon  a  like  venture. 


^►-•♦♦■ 


[tiF^  But  though  a  Mason  is  never  to  shut  his  ear  unkindly  against 
the  complaints  of  any  of  the  human  race,  yet,  when  a  Brother  is 
oppressed  or  suffers,  he  is  in  a  more  peculiar  manner  called  to  open 
his  whole  soul  in  love  and  compassion  to  him,  and  to  relieve  him  with- 
out prejudice^  according  to  his  capacity. — Ancient  Constitutions. 
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"JUSTITIA    FIAT,   CAELIUM    RUAT. 


»» 


Wb  have  received  a  letter,  of  whicb  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Post  Office,  Dbcatub,  Mich.,  Dec.  21,  1859. 

Messrs.  Weston  &  Jones, 

PiMishers  Ashlar ^  Chicago ,  HI. : 
Gentlemen: — I  return  herewith  Ashlar  sent  to  Mr.  E.  Rich,  at 
this  office.     Please  notice  that  Mr.  Rich  positively  refuses  to  take  it 
from  the  office,  and  oblige  by  erasing  his  name  from  your  list 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  N.  Poor,  P.  M. 

Bro.  E.  Rich  subBcribed  for  the  present  volume  of  The  Ashlar  some 
months  since.  This  he  will  not  deny.  After  receiving  four  numbers 
(one-third  of  the  volume),  he  coolly  refuses  to  take  more,  and  does 
not  even  offer  to  pay  for  what  he  has  received.  Does  he  think  himself 
at  liberty  (without  our  consent)  to  annul  the  contract  when  he  pleases  t 
If  so,  he  has  a  strange  idea  of  legal  and  Masonic  rights — a  strange 
idea  of  justice.  Bro.  Rich,  as  well  as  Bro.  Yansickel,  is  probably 
displeased  with  some  opinions  advocated  in  The  Ashlar.  That,  how- 
ever, is  not  our  &ult  We  have  adtocated  the  same  opinions  in  the 
magazine,  from  its  commencement — for  nearly  four  years  and  a  half. 

If  Bro.  Rich  does  not,  for  any  cause,  wish  to  take  The  Ashlar, 
,why  does  he  not,  like  a  man  and  a  Mason,  write  to  us  frankly,  and 
say  he  wishes  to  be  relieved  from  his  contract,  and  is  willing  to  pay  us 
what  is  fair  and  right  ?  Such  a  course  is  the  only  one  he  can  properly 
take.  Let  others  be  governed  by  his  views,  and  any  publisher  might 
be  ruined.  We  advise  our  Brother  to  be  more  considerate  of  the 
rights  of  others. 


[CF^  The  Master  of  every  Lodge  shall  be  annually  chosen  by  ballot, 
on  some  stated  Lodge  night  Each  member  hath  one  vote.  And 
when  the  ballot  is  closed,  the  former  Master  shall  carefully  examine 
the  votes,  and  audibly  declare  him  who  hath  the  majority  to  be  duly 
elected.  In  like  manner  shall  the  Lodge  proceed  to  the  choice  of  all 
other  officers ;  great  care  being  taken  that  none  be  put  in  nomination 
for  favor  or  affection,  birth,  or  fortune,  exclusively  of  the  consideration 
of  real  merit  and  ability  to  fill  the  office  for  the  honor  and  advancement 
of  Masonry. — Ancient  Constitutions, 


• 
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ALBERT   PIKE   AND   THE    CHOCTAWS. 


It  is  reported  (on  what  anthority  we  do  not  know)  that  Bro.  Albert 
Pike  has  become  a  member  of  ^he  Chootaw  Nation.  We  find  the  fol- 
lowing amusing  account  of  his  "  naturalization  "  in  the  Ni  T.  Courier, 
which  our  readers  wUl  understand  as  well  as  we  do : 

Little  Rock,  Nor.  31, 1859. 
Editors  of  N,  T,  Sunday  Courier : 

The  imposing^  ceremonues  of  the  induction  of  the  distinguished 
Mason,  Albert  JPike>  into  the  Choctaw  nation,  which  took  place  this 
morning,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  due  west  of  this,  will,  I  trust, 
be  interesting  to  your  readers. 

Our  former  fellow-citizen  never  looked  to  better  advantage,  his  fine, 
manly  proportions  being  set  ofif  by  his  Indian  costume  (if  the  scanty 
clothing  of  a  Choctaw  can  be  called  such),  and,  with  his  war  paint, 
tomahawk,  &c.,  he  would  have  frightened  the  poor  devils  who  meet  at 
the  Tammany  wigwam  in  your  city.  I  thought  his  war  paint  had  as 
near  an  approximation  to  the  Beausant  of  the  K.SC.'s  as  the  laws  of 
the  red  men  allow.  One  half  his  lace  was  black,  the  other  red  {white 
would  have  shown  a  hankering  after  the  race  he  had  abandoned),  and 
meant  black  and  terrible  to  his  enemies,  but  red  and  true  to  his  inends. 
He  has  got  three  fine  squaws.  The  following  ode  was  sun^^  by  the 
medicine  man,  to  a  tune  similar  to  *'  The  King  of  the  Cannibal 
Islands."  T.  D.  Hebbick. 

Gnos-ti-caw-Kab-bal-aw-Pikaw-Faw,* 
A  bolder  brave  you  never  saw. 
Than  Albert  Pike  of  Arkansaw, 

A  chief  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 

His  knightly  blade  he's  laid  aside, 
His  Chapter,  Lodge,  and  all  beside — 
To  prove  him  worthy,  ere  he  died, 

A  chief  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 

With  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife, 
He'll  e'er  be  foremost  in  the  strife ; — 
Three  sqaaws  he 's  wigwam'd  for  to  wife, 
This  chief  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 

With  face  half  black,  the  other  red ; 
Of  red  men's  foes  he  '11  be  the  dread,—' 
For  he  is  now  acknowledged 

A  chief  of  the  Choctaw  nation. 

We  are  also  enabled  to  present  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  new 
chief,  which  were  elegantly  emblazoned  by  the  herald  of  the  nation, 
and  .were  painted  upon  the  bark  of  the  silver  birch.  They  are  thus 
described : — Argent,  three  braves'  heads,  erased  at  the  neck  with  prai- 
rie-hens' feathers  through  each  nose,  the  fkces  per  pale  sable  and  gules ; 

•  This  name  waa  probably  siTen  him  to  commemorata  his  anfchonhip  of  the  oelabiated 
artlelet  on  **Gno6ticInn,  the  Kabbala,  and  the  MTsterlea."— -Es.  Covuuu 
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upon  a  chief  azure,  three  hleeding  scalps  proper.  Surmountipg  a  coro- 
net of  eagles',  buzzards',  and  turkeys  feathers,  upon  a  wreath  of  the 
colors,  a  bu£falo  rampant,  reyersed,  with  heels  in  the  ur  and  tail  erect, 
the  horns  enfiling  two  pikes,  all  proper.  Supporters— dezter,  a  wild 
cat  or  panther,  and  sinister,  a  bear  proper.  Motto—'*  I'll  whip  my 
weight  in  wild  cats."  The  whole  design  was  curiously  and  elegantly 
adorned  with  bows,  arrows,  calumets,  &c. 

The  new  chief  will,  probably,  be  present  at  the  ball  of  the  Ineffiibles, 
on  the  20th  inst.,  in  full  costume. — Sunday  Courier. 


MONITORS. 


Bbo.  Hyneman  does  not  like  Monitors.  Bead  the^juotation  below, 
which  contains  much  truth.  Illiterate  Masters  think,  if  they  commit 
to  memory  and  repeat  pages  of  compoffltion,  published  in  some  of  the 
Monitors,  they  are  very  bright  Masons,  and  are  conferring  the  degrees 
in  a  veiy  interesting  and  superior  style,  whereas  they  are  renderiog 
themselves  tedious,  and  marring  the  beauties  of  the  ceremonies. 

So  much  has  been  written  and  said  in  relation  to  uniformity  of  work, 
that  the  subject  would  seem  to  be  exhausted.  We  do  not  intend  to 
write  a  treatise  on  this  topic  at  this  time,  nor  to  say  a  word  in  &vor  of 
or  against  it,  notwithstanding  our  opinion  is  that  it  is  practicable  to 
obtain  uniformity  in  the  work  of  Masonry.  Our  present  object  is  to 
give  a  leading  idea  to  those  who  believe  it  to  be  practicable,  and  who 
are  engaged  in  the  endeavor  to  e£fect  it.  We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion 
that  uniformity  of  work  can  never  be  attained  until  all  Monitors,  jifanu- 
als.  Charts,  Guides,  &c.,  &c.,  are  banished  from  the  Lodge  Booms, 
and  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  Masonic  Students.  Our  opinions  are 
basea  upon  the  fact,  that  where  these  works  have  never  been  used,  a 
greater  degree  of  uniformity  prevails  than  where  they  are  used.  The 
diversity  in  Masonic  Work  may  clearly  be  traced  to  the  differences  of 
the  various  authors  of  the  above  named  works.  There  are  no  two  of 
them  which  agree,  nor  are  any  two  editions  by  the  same  author,  alike. 
Every  edition  is  an  improvement  on  its  predecessor,  and  consequently 
changes  and  additions  are  made  in  the  work,  and  wherever  these  vari- 
ous editions  are  used,  and  the  different  works  by  different  authors,  the 
work  will  be  dissimilar. 

We  have  a  large  number  of  the  various  Monitors  in  our  possession, 
and  know  whereof  we  write.  In  order  to  approximate  to  a  uniformity 
of  work,  all  publications  containing  formulas  of  the  RitoaJ  must  be 
discarded.  Webb  and  Cross  were  mainly  instrumental  in  eaumn^  the 
differences  that  now  exist,  by  constantly  tinkering  at  the  work,  mter- 
polating,  making  additions,  changes  and  innovations.  It  would  be  well 
if  these  works  were  placed  upon  the  topmost  shelves  of  the  library, 
never  to  be  read  again. 
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APPLICATION   OF  THE   SQUARE. 


[▲  Poem  read  «t  a  oelebntion  at  Sfflogfaam,  by  Bro.  Shlllaber,  eUiaa  "  Hit.  Partington."] 


When  I  first  donned  mj  apron  and  went  oat  to  work, 

I  Towed  to  myself  that  no  labor  I  'd  shirk-— 

My  square  I  'd  apply  to  a  practical  test 

Of  mankind  at  large — the  bad  and  the  best; 

The  level  I  'd  use,  the  finish  to  scan 

Of  that  mighty  fabric,  the  sovereign  Man— 

Or  the  sovereign  Woman,  just  as  it  might  be, 

Whom  I  should  on  my  mission  professional  see. 

The  first  one  I  met  was  a  millioniare  proud, 

Who  turned  up  his  nose  at  the  low,  vulgar  crowd—  - 

Who  had  n't  a  pleasant  or  good-natured  word 

For  one  of  the  common  and  hard-working  herd ; 

So  made  up  of  money,  he  chinked  as  he  trod, 

A  high  priest  of  worship  where  Mammon  was  God  I 

He  'd  forgotten  the  time  when  he  first  came  to  town. 

With  the  ^it  of  a  boor  and  the  look  of  a  clown — 

One  shirt  in  a  bundle,  tied  on  to  a  stick. 

And  his  brogans  of  ox  hide  half  an  inch  thick, 

His  hat  of  ram  beaver,  the  wooly  side  out. 

His  coat  of  tan  broadcloth,  full  seven-ply  stout. 

I  tried  on  my  square  and  the  level — alas ! 

They  revealed  to  my  gaze  the  original  ass. 

And  all  of  his  money,  and  all  of  his  power, 

Could  n't  hide  the  long  ears  of  his  young  grazing  hotir. 

I  passed  along  farther,  and  soon  after  saw 

A  mighty  big  wig  in  the  ways  of  the  law ; 

Than  Blackstone  more  wise,  than  Kent  more  profound. 

Than  Mansfield  more  just,  than  Storji  more  sound ; 

The  square  I  applied,  and  he  shrank  to  a  rag 

Not  half  the  size  of  his  faded  green  %ag. 

Next  a  merchant  I  met,  with  ships  on  the  sea. 
And  a  very  great  credit  on  'change  had  he ; — 
He  had  but  to  speak,  and  mills  came  to  a  stand, 
And  stocks  tumbled  down  at  a  wave  of  his  hand. 
The  square  told  the  story — a  ^per  for  gain, 
He  cared  for  no  brother's  confusion  or  pain ; 
To  pile  up  his  coffers  and  add  to  his  wealth 
Was  his  governing  thought  in  sickness  or  health— 
His  motto,  Get  money — as  his  pole  star  he  set  it— 
Honestly  ? — ^yes — but  at  any  rate  get  it 

Next  a  philanthropist  near  by  mo  strayed, 

On  a  mission  to  save  the  lost  and  betrayed ; 

His  heart  seemed  aglow  with  sensitive  calls 

That  found  their  way  there  through  drear  prison  walls ; 

Who  'd  beg  for  the  poor  like  a  stentor  all  day, 

And  whose  step  was  an  index  where  misery  lay. 

The  square  I  put  on,  and  straightway  descried. 

That  though  proper  without 't  was  not  well  inside — 

That  amid  all  the  snivel  there  was  too  much  of  self. 

And  love  of  his  kind  mixed  with  love  of  the  pelf. 
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I  saw  a  fireat  Doctor,  as  grave  as  the  bird 

Whose  classical  claim  to  wisdom  we  'ye  heard. 

His  head  so  busied  with  Hyeeian  laws 

That  be  did  n't  know  half  of  the  time  where  ho  was. 

I  pat  on  my  square — gracious  heavens,  the  fall ! 

He  sunk  down  at  once  to  nothing  at  all. 

A  pair  of  old  saddle  bags  only  remained, 

And  a  few  empty  bottles  that  drugs  had  contained ! 

(I'll  just  mention  here,  to  avoid  any  fuss — 

The  Doctor  I  mean  does  n't  practice  with  us.^ 

A  politician,  loud  for  his  cause — 

(A  Republican-Democrat  I  think  he  was — 

Who  had  brawled  through  the  land  for  many  a  year 

To  prove  that  he  loved  his  country  so  dear,jf — 

Next  crossed  my  path — ^and  I  put  on  the  square — 

When,  presto !  the  change  that  was  manifest  there ! 

The  patriot  vanished,  and  there  in  his  stead 

Was  a  poor  famished  figure  in  blue,  white  and  red. 

I  lifted  the  end  of  the  sinc^utar  pall. 

And  hope  for  an  office  I  found  under  all. 

And  thus  I  went  on  my  course,  here  and  there. 
Applying  to  all  the  mystical  square. 
There  were  some  stood  the  test,  though,  good  men  and  true, 
But  like  angel  visits  they  were  far-twixt  and  few, 
There  were  parsons  and  editors,  schoolmen  and  drones, 
There  were  soldiers  and  poets,  and  students  and  crones, 
And  good  work  were  they  whom  the  square  would  let  psss, 
As  an  ashlar  hewn,  'mid  the  'glomerate  mass. 

On  the  head  of  a  fop  ray  square  I  once  tried, 
But  there  was  not  a  thing  in  it,  so  I  let  it  slide. 

The  last  that }  tried  was  a  popular  belle, 
Whose  dimensions  the  compasses  never  could  tell ; 
A  rod  for  a  guoss  their  diameter  through, 
And  flounced  to  the  waist  in  manner  most  new. 
Men  marked  her  approach  as  she  drifted  their  way 
As  they  might  a  cart  load  of  runaway  hay. 
My  square  I  applied— excuse  me,  do  n't  ask 
What  I  found,  the  result  of  my  delicate  task ; 
But  if  you  insist — 't  was  a  skeleton  form. 
From  which  had  escaped  all  attributes  warm. 

But  after  all  this,  to  myself  then  said  I, 
Suppose  on  yourself  the  measure  you  try. 
So  said,  so  I  acted — when  straitwav  the  test 
Showed  me  warped  and  deformed  far  worse  than  the  rest ! 
There  were  crooks  of  Passion  and  bunches  of  Sin, 
And  the  line  of  plain  duty  wired  out  and  wired  in. 
Then  I  this  moral  formed  from  ray  mystical  square. 
We  must  take  all  men  pretty  much  as  they  are ! 

So  I  still  keep  my  square  and  still  try  the  test, 
And  live  on  and  love  on  and  hope  for  the  best 
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NOT    SATISFIED.* 


Our  readers  will  remember  that  several  Freemasons  residing  in  tbe 
ci^  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  applied  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland 
for  a  warrant,  for  a  Lodge  to  be  holden  in  said  city  of  Wilmington, 
and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  very  properly  refused  to  grant 
the  warrant,  because  there  was  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Delaware,  which 
alone  possessed  the  right  to  grant  warrants  within  its  jurisdiction. 
Oar  readers  will  also  remember  that  we  published  in  a  recent  number 
of  the  Mirror  and  Keystone,  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dela- 
ware in  relation  to  the  aforesaid  petitioners  for  a  warrant  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ireland ;  that,  after  having  been  ddly  summoned  to  appear 
and  justify  their  conduct,  and  failing  for  the  full  period  of  one  year  to 
obey  the  said  summons,  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  willful  contempt  and 
contumacy,  expelled  the  principal  actor,  suspended  one  for  two  years, 
and  two  fox  one  year,  and  reprimanded  one ;  the  other — there  being 
six  signers  to  the  petition,  was  deceased. 

It  appears  now  that  some  of  these  offenders  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  judgment  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  question  the  legality  of  the 
organization  of  the  Grand  and  subordinate  Lodges  in  Delaware.  We 
can  hardly  believe  them  to  be  sincere  in  holding  such  opinion,  because, 
if  the  Lodges  in  Delaware  were  not  legal  Lodges,  then  they  themselves 
would  be  nothing  more  nor  less  than  illegitimate  Masons.  This  ques- 
tion, however,  it  is  useless  to  discuss.  We  will  be  sustained  by  the 
Masonic  world  in  asserting  that  the  action«of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Delaware  was  mild,  extremely  so,  to  the  offenders.  In  applying  for  a 
warrant  for  a  Lodge  outside  of  their  own  jurisdiction,  they  grossly 
insulted  the  Freemasons  of  Delaware  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
for  an  offense  of  such  magnitude,  the  Grand  Lodge  would  have 
been  warranted  in  expelling  them  at  once.  The  offense  is  one  of  such 
a  character  that  a  Grand  Lodge  would  be  justified  in  adopting  almost 
any  course  to  rid  the  Fraternity  of  those  guilty  of  it.  The  Grand 
Lodge  would  have  been  recreant  to  its  own  Subordinates,  to  other 
Gband  Lodges,  and  to  the  entire  Masonic  family,  if  it  had  not  pun- 
ished the  offenders,  because  it  would  have  been  considered  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  was  either  too  weak  to  maintain /its  rights,  or,  that  its 
members  were  ignorant  of  the  duties  they  owed  to  themselves  and  their 
constituent  Lodges.     Under  no  circumstances  can  the  Grand  Lodge  be 

*  From  the  Uliror  and  K^stone. 
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charged  with  haying  punished  the  offenders  too  severely.  That  all  of 
them  were  not  expelled,  proves  that  there  were  mitigating  circumstanoes 
which  justified  the  Grand  Lodge  in  pursuing  the  mild  course  it  did,  and 
waiting  so  long  a  time  before  passing  judgment. 


*^--m 


ETtMOLOGY   OF   THE    TERM    "COWAN." 


The  term  Cowan  has,  among  our  Brethren  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Craft,  a  meaning  and  signification  of  its  own,  which  is  so  well  onder^ 
stood  by  every  Mason,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  speculate  upon  its 
Masonic  interpretation  here ;  but  there  is  a  dearth  of  informatioii 
among  us  as  to  whence  the  term  is  derived,  and  what  was  its  original 
import ;  and  a  note  on  this  part  of  the  inquiry  may,  perhaps,  be  inter- 
esting to  our  readers. 

In  the  sense  understood  by  us,  it  will  be  sufficient  if  we  quote  one 

or  two  examples  of  the  use  of  the  word  in  question  ;  thus,  in  a  song, 

*'  Once  I  was  blind,  and  could  not  see,"  we  have  the  following  as 

part  of  the  last  verse  : 

*'  Then  round  and  roand  me  he  did  tie 
A  noble  ancient  charm. 
All  futare  darkness  to  defy, 
And  ward  off  Covxui's  harm." 

And  in  another  song  we  are  told — 

"  How  happy  are  the  ancient  brave, 
Whom  no  false  Chuxtn  can  deceive." 

Whilst  another,  entitled  **  We  Brethren  Freemasons,"  declares — 

"  The  name  of  a  Coioan  we'll  not  ridlcnle. 
Bat  pity  his  ign'rance,  nor  coant  him  a  fool." 

This  term,  too,  has  not  been  without  its  difficulties  to  many  of  the 
writers  on  Freemasonry,  whether  charlatans  or  not,  and  without  giving 
undue  prominence  to  the  catchpenny  tribe,  one  of  the  most  popular  of 
these  revelation-mongers,  says,  in  a  note,  "  The  word  cotoan  is  a  flash 
word  peculiar  to  Masons.  It  signifies  an  enemy,  but  formerly  was 
expressive  of  kings  and  all  those  who  had  the  power  to  persecute,  and 
who  did  persecute  the  associated  Masons." 

In  Preston's  Illustrations,  13th  edition,  page  80,  is  a  note  to  the 
•*Antient  Charges,"   in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Twelvethly— That  a 
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master  or  fellow  make  not  a  mouldstone,  square,  nor  mle,  to  no  lowan" 
(ibis  no  doubt  should  be  Cowan);  "  nor  let  no  lowan  worke  within 
their  Lodge,  nor  without,  to  moulde  stone."  (See  also  FreemoMOM^ 
Magazine^  vol.  iv.,  p.  352.)  And  in  Dermott  and  Harper's  AhitMm 
Rezon^  7th  edition,  1807,  among  the  aneient  oharges,  No.  Y.,  entitled, 
*'  Of  the  Management  of  the  Craft  in  Working,"  p.  37,  it  says,  '*  But 
Free  and  Aooepted  Masons  shall  not  allow  eowans  to  work  with  them, 
nor  shall  they  be  employed  by  cowaiiB  without  an  urgent  necessity ; 
and  even  in  that  case  they  must  not  teach  cowans^  but  must  have  a 
separate  communication  :  no  laborer  shaU  be  employed  in  the  proper 
work  of  Freemasons." 

Now  these  two  extracts  positively  refer  to  an  operative  class  called 
Cowans;  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  as  we  symbolize  many  other 
matters  connected  with  the  handicraft  of  Masons,  so  we  have  treated 
the  Cowans ;  and  as  speculative  Masonry  long  held  its  head  quarters 
in  Scotland,  the  word  might  possibly  be  of  Scotch  extraction.  For 
this  I  had  reference  to  a  work  published  in  two  volumes  folio,  in 
Edinburgh,  1808,  ^th  a  supplement  of  two  volumes  folio,  published  in 
1825,  and  an  abridgment  in  one  volume  8vo.,  published  in  1846,  in 
all  three  of  which  the  word  Cowan  is  given.  And  in  that  work  we 
have  the  following  definitions : 

"  Cowan,  s.  a  fishing-boat,  etc. 

"  Cowan,  «.  1.  A  term  of  contempt,  applied  to  one  who  does  the 
work  of  a  mason,  but  has  not  been  regularly  bred.     (Scottish.) 

"  2.  Also  used  to  denote  one  who  builds  dry  waUs,  otherwise  de- 
nominated a  dry-diker.     (Scottish.) 

*' '  A  boat  carpenter,  joiner,  cowan  (or  builder  of  stone  without 
mortar),  get  1$.  at  the  minimum  and  good  maintenance'  (P.  Morven, 
Argyleshure  Statistical  Account,  x,  p.  267.) 

** '  Cowans,  masohs  who  build  diy  stone  dykes  or  walls.'  (P.  Hal- 
kirk, Caithness-shire  Statistical  Account,  xix,  p.  24.) 

"  In  the  Suio-Gk>thic,  or  Ancient  language  of  Sweden,  it  is  hujon 
or  hughon,  a  silly  fellow,  hominem  imbellum,  et  cujus  capiti  omnes 
tuto  illudunt,  hujon  appellare,  moris  est ;  (Ihre,  Glossarium  Suido- 
Qothicum,  2  vols.  fol.  Upsal,  1769.)  French ;  Ooion,  or  coyon,  a 
coward,  a  base  fellow ;  (Cotgrave's  French  English  Dictionary,  fol. 
Lend.  1650);  Qui  fiiit  profession  de  lachetb,  ignavus,  (Trevoux  Dic- 
tionnaire.  Universal  Francois  et  Latin,  de,  7  vols.  fol.  Paris,  1752). 
The  Editors  of  this  Dictionary  deduce  it  finom  the  Latin  quietus.     But 
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the  tenn  is  eyidently  Ootfaic  It  has  been  imported  by  the  Franks, 
and  is  derived  from  hufw-a,  supprimere,  insoltare^" 

The  supplement  stating — 

*'  Cowan,  s.  2.  Applied  to  one  who  does  the  work  of  a  Mason, 
add;  Cowamxb  is  the  only  term  used  in  this  sense  in  Lothian." 

So  also  on  referring  to  Dtkxb,  Jamieson  tells  ns — 

"  Dike,  Dye,  s,  1.  A  wall,  whether  of  tmf  or  stone.  (Derived 
from  the  Scottish.) 

*'  3.  A  ditch ;  as  in  English,  although  now  obsolete. 

"  DiKXB,  Dtkxr,  8*  A  person  whose  employment  is  to  build  in- 
closures  of  stone  generaUy  without  lime ;  often  called  a  dry  dOoer, 
(Derived  from  the  Scottbh.) 

'* '  The  dyker,  as  he  is  called,  gets  from  £2  to  £8  sterlmg,  and 
sometimes  more,  for  three  months  in  summer.'  (P.  Tarland,  Aber- 
deenshire Statistical  Account,  vi,  p.  209.)" 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  presumed  that  Cowan  is  derived  in  a  twofold 
sense,  the  French  application  of  the  term  suiting  the  speculative  Ma- 
son, the  Scottish  the  operative  Mason ;  and  from  the  charges  above 
quoted,  equally  applicable  in  both  senses  to  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason.  The  Scottish  Ooiran,  according  to  the  operative  craft,  was  a 
builder  of  walls  of  unhewn  stone,  and  they  were  piled  one  on  the 
other,  either  with  or  without  mortar  or  mud,  as  is  to  be  seen  in  Glou- 
cestershire, and  the  lower  part  of  Oxfordshire,  at  the  present  time ; 
and  the  stringent  law  that  ordered  no  master  or  fellow  to  set  him  a 
mould  stone,  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  guarding  their  art  from  the 
uninitiated,  so  that  those  who  only  could  pile  rough  materials  on  each 
other  should  not  invade  the  trade  of  a  Mason,  or  one  that  could  both 
set  and  square  the  perfect  ashlar. — Matthew  Cooke. 


^H«^»-^ 


Q!F^  A  visiting  Brother  should  feel  that  he  is  present  in  the  Lodge 
by  eourteey  and  not  by  right.  True  Masonic  courtesy  is  a  landmark 
never  to  be  disregarded,  and  so  long  as  he  behaves  with  the  quietness 
and  decorum  of  a  guest,  it  never  toiR  be  disregarded,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned.  But  he  has  no  right  to  speak  in  the  Lodge  without  express 
permission,  or,  sdU  better,  request  from  the  Master. 

To  rise  without  this,  and  offer  his  views  and  criticisms,  subjects  him 
to  the  charge  of  creating  confusion  and  violating  decorum. —  Voice  of 
Masonry. 
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SOME   REASONS  WHT  I  LOVE   FBEEMASONRT.* 


I  LOVE  Freemasonry  because  it  is  tmseotarian  in  all  its  teachings. 
To  him  who  has  considered  the  evil  effects  of  the  wearisome  war  about 
trifles,  forever  waging  between  those  who  profess  to  follow  the  same 
Master,  and  who,  tired  of  the  unprofitable  controversy,  would  seek  a 
calm  retreat  far  removed  above  all  such  strife.  Freemasonry  ofiers  a 
sure  refuge.  In  its  peaceful  Temple  no  jarring  word  of  difference  in 
religious  opinion  is  heard,  but  all  united  in  the  exercise  of  the  theologi- 
cal virtues,  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity,  work  together  for  the  glory  of 
(3od.  Faith  and  Hope  may  assume  different  degrees,  yea,  different 
manner  of  degrees,  in  different  mmds,  accordmg  to  the  diversity  of 
gifts  the  Father  has  bestowed  on  each ;  but  Charity,  the  greatest  of 
them,  as  declared  by  the  apostle,  is  one  and  the  same  in  all.  It  mat- 
ters not  80  much  that  there  be  shades  of  diversity  among  Brethren  in 
the  two  former,  for  Faith,  lost  in  sight,  and  Hope  in  fruition,  they  will 
be  no  longer  needed  in  the  celestial  Lodge  above,  while  Charity  will 
accompany  us  thither,  increasing  in  lustre  throughout  eternity. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  Charity  here,  undisturbed  by  the  distracting 
contentions  of  the  sects,  I  enjoy  a  foretaste  of  that  peace  which  reigns 
in  the  Lodge  above.  My  mind  is  relieved  from  the  fever  that  accom- 
panies all  such  wretched  controversy,  and  feels  invigorated  as  I  tread 
the  Courts  of  our  Temple,  where  no  sound  of  hostile  implement  is 
heard,  as  ''no  sound  of  axe  or  hammer  or  any  iron  tool  was  heard  "  at 
the  building  of  the  first  Temple. 

We  have  not  sufficiently  estimated  the  value  of  Freemasonry. in  this 
regard.  Some,  indeed,  there  doubtless  are  who  would  not  value  it  for 
this.  They  live  and  love  to  live  in  an  atmosphere  of  strife.  But  if 
there  is  one  thing  more  dear  to  the  contemplative  mind  than  another, 
it  is  the  hope  of  rest  "  For  thev  rest  from  their  labors,"  is  the  bless- 
ing of  those  who  die  in  the  fisiith  6f  the  Gospel.  And  even  here,  while 
faithfully  fulfilling  all  the  sacred  obligations  of  labor,  and  by  no  means 
wishing  unlawfully  to  evade  it,  it  is  most  refreshing  to  the  heart  that 
has  grown  sick  at  the  buffetings  of  a  most  unscrupulous  world,  to  have 
some  dear  spot  of  retirement,  in  which  it  may  in  peace  divest  itself  for 
a  time  of  the  harness,  and  recruit  for  the  renewal  and  continuance  of 
the  battle  of  life.  But  it  is  not  a  selfish  retiracy  that  can  do  this. 
That  is  the  mistake  of  those  who  "  make  a  solitude  and  call  it  peace." 

*  From  the  Signet  and  Jonmal. 
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I  find  in  Freemasonry  the  retirement  I  long  for  and  need.  In  its 
Temple,  removed  from  the  strife  and  commotion  of  the  outer  world, 
forgetting  all  its  troubles  and  all  its  cares,  I  peaceiully  repose  in  the 
bracing  atmosphere  of  congenial  sentiment,  amid  fraternal  hearts  and 
ministering  firatemal  hands.  And  though  I  find  among  m  j  Brethren 
''a  diversity  of  gifts,"  this  only  adds  sest  to  our  intercourse,  for  indeed 
among  all  true  Freemasons  there  is  *'  the  same  spirit." 

Incalculable  is  the  evil  of  sectarianism.  No  humble,  earnest  fol- 
lower, of  the  Divine  Master,  can  think  of  His  body,  rent  as  it  is  by 
the  contending  sects,  and  not  feel  sick  at  heart,  and  sigh  for  some  place 
whither  to  withdraw  from  the  sight  I  find  it  here  in  Freemasonry. 
Let  it  not  be  urged  that  Freemasonry  is  not  religion,  and  even  if  reli- 
gion is  not  bound  to  any  special  creed,  for  that  makes  for  the  repose  I 
seek,  and  not  against  it.  It  draws  me  gently  within  its  vast  fold,  and 
pointing  me  to  the  One  True  Grod,  tenderly  whispers — "  Son  of  Light, 
thou  art  required  to  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Give  unto 
Him  thy  heart,  and  let  it  not  concern  thee  that  thy  Brother's  thoughts 
are  not  precisely  the  same  as  thy  thoughts,  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
you  severally  render  Him  your  service,  for  it  is  He,  who  in  His  own 
good  pleasure,  hath  bestowed  on  the  children  of  men  diversity  of  gifts, 
and  all  that  He  requires  is  that  you  all  have  His  spirit.  As  the  Father 
is  love  and  loveth  all  things,  so  are  ye  bound  to  love  all  things  the  work 
of  His  hands,  but  more  especially  to  love  one  another."  But  if  I  live 
among  the  sects,  I  am  deprived  of  this  repose,  for  I  am  distracted  with 
the  noise  of  their  contentions,  as  one  exclaims,  "  Here  He  is,  and  only 
here,"  and  another,  '*  He  is  here,"  and  another,  "  Here."  But,  lo, 
the  Great  Light  of  Freemasonry  teaches  me  that  He  is  everywhere ! 
and  that  none  can  escape  His  All-Sebing  Etb.  And  according  to 
the  gift  bestowed  on  me — ^I  hope  I  am  not  presumptuous — ^I  derive 
this  further  lesson  firom  that  Great  Light,  that  in  heaven  there  are  no 
sects. 

Who  is  there  will  deny  that  this  is  a  great  advantage  possessed  by 
Freemasonry  ?  In  the  erection  of  that  rational  Temple  unto  Gh)d  in 
the  heart,  which  Freemasonry  directs  every  Brother  sincerely  to  engage 
in,  each  being  responsible  for  his  own  work,  which  must  bear  his  indi- 
vidual mark,  altercations  among  the  workmen  who  are  all  together 
engaged  on*  the  Great  Spiritual  Temple,  are  surely  ill  calculated  to 
advance  the  work.  But  Freemasonry  forever  precludes  such  alterca- 
tions, and  leaves  each  Brother  in  undisturbed,  peaceful  quiet,  a  quiet 
unbroken  save  by  the  ready  proffer  of  firatemal  asdstance  when  needed, 
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to  prepare  himself  after  the  deangnB  laid  down  on  his  moral  and  spiritual 
trestleboard,  the  Great  Light  itself,  **  a  living  Stone  for  that  Temple 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  And  this  is  another 
reason  why  I  love  Freemasonry. 


Thi  Right  or  Sallot. — An  instance  has  recently  oome  to  our 
knowledge,  having  taken  place  in  a  Lodge  not  £ur  distant,  deserving 
severe  rehnke.  A  candidate  had  been  balloted  for  upon  a  stated  com- 
munication, at  which  there  was  barely  a  constitutional  number  present, 
and  the  records  did  not  even  show  so  much.  At  a  subsequent  stated 
communication,  the  reading  of  the  records  showed  the  &ct  that  a 
favorable  ballot  had  been  had  upon  the  case  of  the  petitioner  (who 
was  waiting  near  by  to  receive  the  degree),  when  a  brother  member  of 
the  Lodge,  who  had  been  absent  from  the  jurisdiction  when  the  baUot 
was  spread,  rose  and  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  candidate,  remark- 
ing (as  the  records  show)  his  absence,  and  demanding  a  new  ballot. 
This  the  Master  refused,  stating  that  one  ballot  had  been  had,  and  that 
was  sufficient 

The  candidate  was  received,  and  the  objector  withdrew.  The  An- 
<n6nt  Regulations  upon  this  subject,  read  as  follows :  *'  No  man  can  be 
entered  a  Brother  in  any  particular  Lodge,  without  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  all  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  then  present,"  etc 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  the  officers  of  this  Lodge  to  study  this  old 
work  a  little  and  abide  by  its  law,  in  this  instance  so  flagrantly  violated 
and  the  rights  of  the  objecting  Brother  trampled  upon  ?  His  only 
recourse  now  is  (save  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  redress)  to 
reject  the  candidate  for  the  second  degree,  which  is  certain  to  be  done. 
Then  the  candidate's  new  position  is  for  worse  than  the  first :  better 
be  out,  than  with  one  loot  on  the  threshold  and  denied  to  advance 
fBjtii&r.'^Westem  Freenuuon, 
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EXTRACT  FBOM  A  MASONIC  ADDBEE8, 

Delivered  "  belbre  Bt.  Jobn's  Lodge,  No.  11,  of  Newborn,  In  Amerioa,  on  tiii  FestlTal  of  St 

John  the  Baptiit,  June  24, 1789." 


"  In  Europe ;  over  the  Masons  in  that  part  of  the  world  presided  a 
Frederick.* 

'*  In  America,  in  the  hour  of  trial,  when  God  afflicted  us  with  tbe 
scourge  of  war,  there  appeared  in  the  East  a  Warren !  t  the  Qrand 
Master  of  Masons  in  Massachusetts.  He  fought  and  nobly  fell,  the 
first  martyr  to  Columbian  freedom  I  In  Pennsylvania,  the  enlightened 
sage  t  of  whom  it  has  been  said,  Erepuit  coelo  Jiilmen,  scqftrumque 
tjfrannis.i  EQs  services  in  the  cabinet,  and  at  fbreign  courts,  have 
evinced  his  wisdom  and  patrotism.  Were  it  necessary  to  produce  an 
instance  of  one  who  united  a  Warren's  bravery,  and  a  Franklin's  wis- 
dom, the  Lodges  of  Virginia  can  boast  of  him,  II  who  needs  not  be 
named !  God  in  his  mercy  gave  him  to  this  land,  to  defend  it  in  war 
— ^to  govern  it  in  peace. 

"  Having  examined  what  Masoniy  is,  we  find  it  to  be  a  chosen 
assemblage  of  worthy  persons,  united  for  the  most  philanthropic  pur- 
poses, and  cannot  but  conclude  as  I  have  advanced  in  the  beginning  of 
this  discourse,  that  it  b  the  most  ancient  and  useful  of  all  sublunary 
institutions.  May  we  not  conjecture  from  its  present  flourishing  state, 
that  it  will  be  the  most  lasting  ?  It  bids  fiiir  '  to  endure  till  time  shall 
be  no  more.' 

"  But  in  vain  is  an  institution  holy,  if  the  members  be  profane. 
Let  not  the  foregoing  observations  produce  in  us  a  sterile  admiration ; 
but  let  them  stimulate  us  to  be  operative,  as  we  are  speculative  Ma- 
sons. Let  the  apprentice  cherish  the  practice  of  the  lessons  they 
receive.  Let  an  heroic  fortitude  distinguish  the  Craftsmen.  May 
those  who  have  presumed  to  make  further  advancements  endeavor  to 
attain  that  degree  of  perfection  of  which  human  nature  is  capable,  so 
that  when  our  work  shall  be  examined  by  our  Supreme  Master,  the 
Architect  of  all  Worlds,  the  square  of  his  probafion  fitting  easy  there- 
upon, we  may  receive  the  reward  which  this  world  giveth  not." 

*  ftederiok,  King  of  PnuBl&. 

t  Dr.  Joeeph  Wanen,  the  oelebrated  Orator,  slain  upon  the  Heights  of  Oharlestown,  June 
17th,  1776. 
t  Dr.  BeoJaaUn  FrankUn. 

i  "  Who  snatched  eeleetlal  flre,  and  broke  the  oppressor's  spear." 
n  Qeorge  Washfaigton. 
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THE    SAILOR   FREEMASON.* 


▲  TALE   OF   SEAL  LIFE. 


It  was  in  the  winter  of  18—,  when  the  "  Cherokee  "  doop  of  war 
dropped  anchor  in  Leith  Roads,  after  a  verj  stonnj  croise.  Having 
for  some  time  labored  under  a  pulmonaiy  disease,  finom  cold,  I  was 
sent  ashore  to  reomit  mj  health ;  and  from  the  long-boat  I  made  my 
way  to  a  Leith  stage-ooach — one  of  the  most  lubberly  conveyances  I 
ever  travelled  by,  lor  the  horses  had  scarcely  anything  like  legs  to  stand 
on,  and  fidrly  came  to  anchor  once  or  twice  in  ascending  the  steep 
called  Leith  Walk,  the  connecting  link  between  the  port  and  city  of 
Edinburgh,  whither  I  was  bound. 

On  my  arrival  in  the  city,  a  Highland  porter  assisted  me  to  alieht, 
and  preceded  me  to  my  dear  home,  where  I  was  cordially  received  by 
my  mother,  brothers  and  sisters ;  and  here  my  shattered  hulk  was  laid 
up  for  repair ;  and,  thanks  to  my  kind  fiunily,  I  soon  found  myself 
in  shipHshape  order  to  move  about,  and  re-visit  the  BCCDes  so  dear  to  my 
boyish  days. 

It  was  one  night,  during  my  stay  at  home,  that  I  accompanied  my 
brother  and  sister  to  the  ball  of  the  Celtic  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  in 
the  Calton  Convening  Rooms.  The  company  consisted  chiefly  of  Ma- 
sons, their  wives  and  relatives — ^many  of  them  dressed  in  the  Highland 
garb,  or  sporting  ribbons  and  sashes  of  the  clan  tartan.  On  entermg 
the  hall,  my  brother  and  party  were  received,  with  every  welcome 
demonstration,  by  one  of  the  strangest  looking  characters  I  ever  beheld. 
My  brother,  perceiving  that  I  was  preparing  for  a  good  laugh,  frown- 
ingly  informed  me  that  this  was  Mr.  Richard  Simpson,  the  W.  M.  of 
the  Celtic  Lodge ;  and  I  therefore  struggled  hard  to  contain  myself  in 
the  presence  of  the  worshipful  figure  now  before  me. 

He  was  a  man  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  very  lame,  and  short 
on  one  leg,  which  required  the  sustentation  of  a  hand-crutch.  His 
outward  man  was  clad  in  a  rich  Highland  costume,  bedizened  with 
Masonic  emblems,  which  strangely  contrasted  with  his  ungraceful  gait. 
But  his  head — and  such  a  head  ! — ^was  inexpressibly  ludicrous.  He 
had  lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  the  sightless  orb  protruding  fiur  beyond 
the  socket,  which  ever  and  anon  rolled  about  as  he  addressed  his 
guests ;  but  to  complete  the  picture,  on  his  head  he  wore  a  42d  High- 
land bonnet,  with  a  huge  plume  of  black  feathers,  on  one  side  of  which 

was  stuck  a  colossal  red  feather,  which,  towering  over  the  whole,  was 

■  ■  ■_■■■.  »,  ■    ■    .  "■ 

•  From  the  SlMonlo  Journal. 
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constantly  waving  to  and  fro ;  and  when  he  walked,  its  undnlations 
resembled  those  of  a  pendulam. 

However,  '*  Dickey  Simpson,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was,  with 
all  his  oddity,  a  kind-hearted,  well-meaning  creature,  for  he  seemed 
not  to  notice,  or  else  not  to  care  for,  the  mirth  which  his  presence 
created ;  and  he  was,  moreover,  an  enthnsiastio  Mason.  Although  out 
of  place,  I  may  here  mention  that  the  Celtic  Lodge  was  then  in  its 
infancy,  and  has  since  been  presided  over  by  several  eminent  Brethren, 
it  being  now  one  of  the  most  respectable  Lodges  in  Edinburgh.  But 
to  my  tale.  The  ball  went  off  gallantly ;  nuiny  reels,  dances,  strath- 
peys,  were  tripped  either  to  the  band  or  the  bagpipe,  and,  as  the  say- 
ing is,  the  company  did  not  *'  go  home  till  morning." 

Some  days  after  the  fete,  I  asked  my  elder  brother  if  he  would 
advise  me  to  become  a  Mason.  He  told  me— what  I  then  thought  a 
strange  reply — that  he  could  not  possibly  advise  me ;  I  was  at  liberty 
to  follow  my  own  free  will  and  accord.  However,  as  he  made  no 
objection,  I  went  to  the  Celtic  Fraternity,  and  the  next  Lodge  night 
received  the  first  degree. 

After  work,  the  Brethren  adjourned  for  refreshment,  the  same  Bro. 
Simpson  being  in  the  chair,  with  his  ponderous  head-gear  wavmg 
proudly  from  the  throne.  All  the  Celtic  Brethren  were  also  covered, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  country.  The  repast  consisted  of  a 
cold  collataon  of  sandwiches,  which  we  washed  down  with  porter  and 
ale.  After  supper,  quart  bottles  of  wine-negue  and  whisky  toddy  were 
placed  before  the  respective  Brethren,  which  had  been  brewed  for  the 
occasion.  The  harmony  of  the  evening  then  commenced,  and  was 
kept  up  till  twelve  o'clock,  at  which  hour  we  separated.  I  afterward 
received  the  other  degrees ;  and  as  I  was  for  some  time  at  home,  I  spent 
much  of  my  leisure  in  visiting  all  the  Lodges  round  about,  until  my 
returning  health  enabled  me  to  join  my  ship. 

From  that  time,  I  became  enamored  of  Freemasonry,  and  while  on 
board  ship,  I  gave  my  mind  up  to  that  study,  and  frequently  on  our 
cruising  excursions,  dropped  ashore  to  visit  some  Lodges  on  the  coast. 
It  was  a  common  remark  on  board,  that  if  sailors  had  sweethearts  in 
every  port,  I  had  brothers  in  every  harbor.  On  one  occasion,  I  went 
ashore  at  Greenock,  when  a  remarkable  circumstance  occurred,  worthy 
of  record.  On  entering  the  Lodge,  to  my  great  surprise,  I  found  one 
of  my  superior  officers  there  before  me.  Till  that  moment,  I  was  not 
aware  of  his  bemg  a  Brother,  for  on  board  ship  he  was  rather  austere 
and  repuluve  in  his  manner  to  all  beneath  him  in  command — a  deport- 
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ment  which  I  believe  many  of  our  commanders  adsome  finom  a  notion 
that  it  is  best  calculated  to  secure  obedience  and  respect  On  this 
oocaaion,  onr  eyes  met ;  and  we  were  for  the  first  time  on  an  equaUty; 
and  I  shall  neyer  forget  the  hearty  manner  in  which  he  saluted  me — 
not  in  the  voice  which  thundered  terrors  to  the  crew,  but  in  the  bland 
tones  of  a  brother.  Thou  heavefrdescended  beam  of  light,  beauty  and 
perfection  I  How  often  has  the  endearing  epithet  of  Brother  reconciled 
the  most  conflicting  interests,  and  united  the  firmest  friends ! 

While  I  remained  in  his  Majesty's  service — and  it  was  not  long — ^I 
experienced  many  acts  of  kindness  and  civility  firom  my  gallant  supe- 
rior, who  often  conversed  with  me  on  Masonic  topics.  Obliged  to 
return  home  in  bad  health,  I  was  only  in  part  enabled  to  resume  my 
Masonic  fiiendshipe;  but  during  that  period  I  enjoyed  much  tran- 
quility, when,  with  book  in  hand,  I  visited  the  chissic  caves  of  Gorten 
and  Hawthomden,  or  scanned  the  rich  entablature  on  Boslin's  ruined 
college,  or  sought  the  mouldering  castle  of  the  lordly  St  Glair — 

'*  Lifting^  o'er  blooming  groves  its  head, 
In  die  wan  beaoty  of  the  dead ;" 

and  gazing  firom  the  loopholed  retreat  on  the  varied  tints  of  a  sylvan 
paradise — 

**  A  lovely  scene,  bat  sadly  sweet, 

Like  smiles  and  tears  on  beaatT^s  face : 
Far  may  we  wander  ere  we  meet 

So  dear  a  dwelling  place, 
That  formed  by  hand  of  natare  seems 
For  lovers'  sighs  and  poets'  dreams  \" 

Amidst  scenes  like  these,  I  found  quiet  and  repose ;  and  ere  summer 
clothed  the  hawthorn  tree  with  bloom,  my  spirits  with  my  health  began 
to  rally ;  but  I  yearned  for  my  favorite  element ;  and,  as  I  did  not 
wish  to  be  burdensome  to  my  dear  friends,  I  left  them  once  more,  con- 
trary  to  all  parental  and  fraternal  entreaties,  and  joined  the  merchant 
service,  thinking  that  a  foreign  voyage  might  perhaps  recruit  my 
health. 

My  leave-taking  of  my  brother  was  most  solemn  and  affecting ;  he 
entreated  me  to  return  back  with  him,  but  I  would  not  He  shook 
his  head  mournfully,  and  murmured  ''Farewell!"  I  could  see  him 
keeping  his  eyes  on  the  vessel,  till  the  figure  became  like  an  atom,  and 
presently  it  vanished  from  my  anxious  eyes. 

Our  voyage  was  tempestuous;  the  evening  of  our  departure  was 
greeted  by  no  solar  ray,  and  the  wind,  which  in  gloomy  murmurs  gave 
*'  fearful  note  of  preparation  "  for  a  coming  storm,  soon  increased  to 
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a  hurricane.  Our  little  world  was  tossed  about  at  the  mercy  of  the 
waves;  the  night  was  spent  in  fear  and  anxiety.  'Twas  then  I  tboo^fat 
of  home ;  I  imagined  I  heard  my  brother  beseeching  me  to  return  ; 
but  to  hear  a  voice  then,  was  impossible ;  the  thunder  rolled,  and  the 
forked  lightning  flashed  in  awful  majesty.  The  morning  came,  bat 
the  tempest  raged  with  unabated  violence,  threatening  to  hurl  us  into 
the  yawning  abyss.  In  this  manner  we  were  tossed  about  for  two 
days  at  the  mercy  of  the  wind  and  waves,  having  lost  two  masts.  On 
the  night  of  the  second,  we  were  driven  on  shore  on  the  coast  of  Nor- 
way, near  Bergen.  The  captain,  who  was  a  cowardly  fellow  (in  mercy 
to  whom,  I  do  not  name  the  ship),  went  ashore,  with  four  others,  in 
the  only  boat  we  had,  promising  to  return.  I  was,  certainly,  offered  a 
place  beside  the  chicken-hearted  commander,  but  I  preferred  to  await 
the  return  of  the  boat,  in  company  of  those  that  remained. 

Hanging  to  the  wreck  for  hours,  no  boat  came  to  our  rescue ;  and, 
as  the  vessel  was  now  under  water,  I  resolved  on  swimming  ashore, 
where  I  saw  lights  moving  to  and  fro— no  doubt  to  aid  the  wreckers  in 
their  greedy  business.  Seeing  a  spar  floating  by,  I  jumped  upon  it, 
and  I  was  soon  away  firom  the  vessel;  the  tide  seemed  to  aid  my 
efforts,  for  I  was  carried  toward  the  shore.  In  my  eagerness  to  hold 
on  by  the  spar,  my  watch-glass  was  broken  into  pieces,  which  were 
lodged  in  my  side,  and  this,  no  doubt,  brought  on  fkinting  from  loss  of 
blood.  But  there  is  a  wonderful  tenacity  in  life,  and  I  still  held  fast, 
although  unable  to  make  any  effort.  I  became  insensible ;  a  gurgling 
noise  assailed  my  ears,  and  I  sank,  as  it  were,  into  a  dreamy  sleep. 
In  this  situation  I  was  cast  on  shore,  and  how  long  I  remained  in  this 
state  I  know  not.  I  heard  voices  in  the  midst  of  the  storm,  and  the 
sound  of  fbotsteps  near,  but  I  could  neither  speak  nor  open  my  eyes. 
My  first  sensation  arose  from  the  rough  handling  of  some  of  the  people, 
who  talked  together  in,  to  me,  an  unknown  tongue.  Still  unable  to 
open  my  eyes  or  move,  I  remained  insensible,  until  I  felt  my  hand 
lifted  up  as  if  to  feel  the  pulse.  Instinctively,  I  clutched  the  hand  in 
a  grasp  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  disengage  it  from.  The  form 
and  pressure  of  that  grip  was  immediately  understood,  and  I  was 
.lifted  firom  the  strand  into  the  arms  of  a  foreign  Brother.  He  held 
some  spirit  to  my  lips,  and,  after  a  shiver  or  two,  I  opened  my  eyes 
upon  a  scene  of  wreck  and  ruin.  I  was  conveyed  to  the  house  of  my 
preserver,  the  glass  was  picked  out  of  my  side,  and  I  was  consigned 
to  a  couch,  where  I  was  carefully  watched. 

By  the  kind  attention  of  my  newly-found  Brother,  I  soon  recovered. 
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and  heard  that  all  had  been  lost ;  for  what  had  been  saved  firom  the 
deep,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  wreckers. 

The  kind-hearted  fellow  who  had  acted  the  tme  Samaritan,  intro- 
duced me  to  the  consul,  also  a  Brother,  who  sapplied  me  with  clothes 
and  other  necessaries.  As  soon  as  I  was  in  a  fit  state  to  move  about, 
I  determined  on  retoming  home,  fer  I  had  a  presentiment  that  death 
had  pat  its  mark  upon  me,  as  my  pulmonary  complaint  increased  daily. 
Accor^ngly,  I  took  the  first  ship  which  was  bound  to  the  port  of  Lon- 
don.   *    *    Here  ends  the  sailor's  narrative. 

He  arrived  in  London  much  emaciated,  where  he  found  an  asylum 
in  his  sister's  house ;  but  he  longed  to  see  his  old  mother  once  more, 
and,  with  staff  in  hand,  the  frail,  weather-beaten  fellow  went  and 
secured  a  berth  in  one  of  the  Leith  smacks  (there  wtsre  no  steamers 
then),  which  was  to  sail  the  next  day.  He  returned  back,  his  luggage 
"was  put  on  board,  and  he  retired  to  rest  with  the  hope  that  he  would 
once  more  see  his  parent,  who,  having  been  apprised  of  his  intention, 
anxiously  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  ship.  It  arrived,  but  her  boy  was 
not  there ;  the  captain  knew  not  how  to  account  for  the  mystery,  for 
he  had  seen  him  the  night  before,  with  his  own  hand,  write  his  name 
on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  pin  it  to  the  curtain  of  his  bed ;  and  there  it 
remained.  By  next  post  his  afflicted  fiunily  were  made  acquainted  with 
his  dissolution. 

His  last  filial  effort  was  too  much  for  him :  he  died  two  or  three 
hours  before  the  vessel  sailed.  He  was  only  twenty-five  years  of  age. 
His  voyage  is  o'er,  and  with  him  '*  the  dream  of  life  is  past " ;  his 
shattered  hulk  is  now  free  from  earthly  storms,  awaiting,  'it  is  to  be 
firmly  and  devoutly  hoped,  a  translation  to  the  Orand  Lodge  above ! 


D^  Bro.  J.  S.  Weed,  of  New  York,  in  a  late  number  of  the  Voice 
of  Masonry,  objects  to  the  title  of  *'  Worshipful  Master"  in  addressing 
the  Master  of  a  Lodge.  He  claims  that  the  name  of  the  office,  and 
the  style  of  the  office-holder,  are  separate  and  distinct  and  ought  never 
to  be  used  together. '  We  should  address  a  Master  of  a  Lodge  as 
"  Worshipful,"  and  should  write  or  speak  of  him  as  "  Master." 

We  think  Bro.  Weed  is  right.  In  using  the  initials  **  W.  M.,"  the 
first  should  be  placed  before  the  name,  and  the  latter  after  the  name, 
thus—**  W.  John  Smith,  U.''— Journal. 
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Morgan. — ^The  Editor  of  the  New  York  Courier  takes  ezoeption  to 
oar  remarks  about  Morgan.     He  says : 

Althougb  we  were  not  more  surprised  at  seeing  it  in  the  columns  of 
the  M.  and  K.,  than  we  were  the  Chicago  correspondence,  we  were 
astonished  to  find  that  so  really  intelligent  a  Mason  as  Bro.  Weston, 
the  Editor  of  The  Ashlar^  should  have  republished  the  article,  and 
treated  it  so  seriously  as  to  accompany  it  witn  the  following  remarks  : 
'*  The  fate  of  William  Morgan  has  long  been  a  matter  of  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  many  people.  We  give  below  an  article  firom  the  JIdirror 
and  Keystone  J  which  throws  some  light  upon  the  subject.  There  is, 
however,  some  dight  mistake  in  names.  The  vessel  in  which  the 
person  believed  to  be  Morgan,  sailed  from  this  oountiy  to  Smyrna,  was 
the  brig  Minerva,  which  was  owned  by  Ezra  Weston,  (the  grandfather 
of  the  Editor  of  The  Ashlar,)  of  Duxbuir,  Mass.  The  Captain's 
name  was  Martin  Waterman."  Now,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in 
the  story  revived  by  Bro.  G.,  who  could  not,  or  if  he  could,  did  not 
perceive  that  the  Smyrna  people  were  merely  playing  the  usual  tricks 
upon  gullible  travellers.  William  Morgan  never  went  to  Smyrna,  and 
for  the  very  good  reason,  that  his  body  became  food  for  fishes  in  the 
Niagara  river.  His  life  was  sacrificed  by  the  ignorant  zeal  of  a  few 
fiinatics,  of  which,  even  at  the  present  day,  so  many  are  to  be  found  in 
nearly  every  society,  political,  religious  or  social.  There  has  been 
more  than  one  kind  of  Harper's  Ferry  folly,  for  which  fanatics  alone 
are  responsible,  and  not  the  whole  community.  We  well  remember 
being  present  in  the  year  1836,  at  St.  Matthew's  Church,  in  Walker 
street,  in  this  cij^,  when  a  public  oration  was  delivered  under  the 
sanction  of  the  G.  Lodge,  to  commemorate  the  Masonic  and  other 
virtues  of  the  deceased  G.  M's.  King  and  Morton.  The  Orator  of  the 
occasion  was  that  truly  enlightened  and  intelligent  Mason,  R.  W.  James 
Herring,  then  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  G.  Secretary,  and  than 
whom  none  had  better  opportunities  to  know  of  the  truth  of  his  state- 
ments. He  then  and  there  declared,  that  William  Morgan  had  been  mur- 
dered by  Masons ;  but  that  the  Society,  as  such,  were  as  innocent  of  the 
crime  as  any  persons  present,  and  ought  not  to  be  held  up  to  public 
abhorrence,  any  more  than  any  Christian  or  other  sect,  for  the  willful 
murder  of  a  human  beine,  by  one  or  more  of  those  who  professed  to 
belong  to  it.  It  was  pontics  that  immortalized  Morgan's  mfiimy,  and 
had  its  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  weak  and  ignorant  But  the  day 
has  arrived,  when  by  admitting  Morgan  was  murdered,  we  do  less  in- 
jury to  Masonry,  than  by  rehashing  a  miserable  aanard  destitute  of 
truth,  and  which  none  but  fools  would  believe. 

We  know  of  no  evidence  which  proves  that  Morgan  was  murdered, 
or  that  he  is  not  living.  If  he  was  put  to  death,  Masons  need  not  fear 
to  state  the  fiict  The  views  expressed  by  the  Courier  on  that  point 
are  very  reasonable. 
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MASONIC     JURISPRUDENCE  — QUERIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


Bro.  Weston — Dear  Sir :  If  a  Brother  is  suspended  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues,  must  he  be  balloted  for  the  same  as  though  he  had  been 
expelled,  m  order  to  be  reinstated  ?  After  paying  his  dues,  does  not 
that  rescind  the  suspension,  and  entitle  him  to  be  reinstated  without  a 
ballot  ?    Our  by-laws  requure  a  ballot  in  both  cases. 

Ans.  If  a  member  is  suspended  under  a  by-law  for  non-payment 
of  dues,  by  an  ordinary  vote  of  the  Lodge,  without  charges  being  pre- 
ferred against  him,  he  is  restored  as  soon  as  he  pays  the  dues.  Such 
is  the  rule  unless  altered  by  some  local  regulation,  and  we  can  think 
of  no  such  regulation  but  what  would  be  unjust  and  oppressive. 

Bro.  Weston  —  Dear  Sir :  After  a  candidate  has  received  the 
first  degree,  how  long  a  time  may  elapse  before  he  must  take  the 
other  degrees  ? 

Ans.  There  is  no  specified  time  in  which  the  candidate  must  ad- 
vance, unless  it  be  a  local  regulation. 


In  the  absence  of  the  Master,  can  the  S.  W.  appoint  a  P.  M.  to  open 
the  Lodge,  and  go  on  with  the  work,  or  must  he  do  these  things  in 
person? 

Bro.  Morris  answers  this  question  appropriately  as  follows :  ''He 
may  request  a  P.  M.  to  do  them,  provided  he  remains  in  the  Lodge  with 
him,  and  sees  that  the  requisitions  of  the  by-laws  are  regarded.  But 
the  8.  W.  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  work  as  though  he  did  it 
himself.'* 


Bro.  Wsston  —  Can  the  by-laws  be  suspended  by  a  vote  of  the 
Lodge? 

Ans.  Whenever  the  by-laws  provide,  as  they  generally  do,  the 
manner  in  which  they  may  be  amended,  etc.,  no  action  can  be  taken 
except  in  accordance  with  their  provisiona  If  there  be  no  clause  speci- 
fying the  manner  in  which  they  may  be  altered,  amended,  etc.,  no 
change  should  be  made  either  by  suspension  or  alteration  without  the 
consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master.  This  rule,  how- 
ever, seems  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  set  aside  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions by  general  usage,  and  in  such  instances,  a  suspension  of  the  by- 
laws, when  the  act  does  not  contravene  any  of  their  clauses,  might  be 
considered  proper.    We  regard  it,  however,  as  inexpedient. 
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OrncBBS  ov  thb  Oband  Chapter  ov  IiiLraoifl — Eleeted — ^Nekon 
D.  Elwood,  Jobet,  G.  H.  P. ;  Wm.  W.  Mitchell,  Chicago,  D.  G.  H.  P. ; 
Asa  W.  Blakesley,  Quincy,  G.  E. ;  James  Steele,  Paris,  G.  S. ;  Wm. 
McMurtry,  Henderson,  G.  Treas. ;  H.  G.  Reynolds,  Springfield,  G.  Sec; 
Levi  Lusk,  Sylva,  G.  Chap. ;  H.  W.  Hubbard,  Joliet,  G.  Capt.  fl. 

Appointed — ^Robert  Keith,  Keitihsburg,  G.  P.  S. ;  W.  M.  Egan, 
Chicago,  R.  A.  Capt ;  T.  J.  Buford,  Rock  Island,  G.  M.  3id  V. ; 
8.  C.  Toler,  Jonesboro',  G.  M.  2nd  V. ;  W.  A.  McLean,  Kankakee 
City,  G.  M.  1st  V. ;  P.  A.  Dorwin,  Springfield,  G.  Stew. ;  A.  R.  Rob- 
inson, Springfield,  G.  Tyler ;  H.  G.  Reynolds,  Springfield,  Librarian. 


d^  A  Masonic  Historical  Society  has  recently  been  organized  in 
Ohio,  with  Bro.  W.  B.  Thrall,  President,  and  Cornelius  Moore,  of 
Cincinnati,  Secretary. 

Q^F^  Bro.  Parvin  has  made  a  Masonic  map  of  Iowa.  A  good  idea, 
and  should  be  imitated  in  other  States. 


[IF*  Bro.  Parvin  is  now  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Freemason. 
The  right  man  in  the  right  place. 


[t^  Bro:  Pearl,  of  Maine,  is  about  to  publish  a  new  paper,  called 
the  Crystal.    Success  to  him. 

[tp*  We  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  ball  given  by  the 
Brethren  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  and  consider  it,  under  all  the  circumstances,  a  decided 
success.  It  is  true  we  have  seen  more  crowded  assemblies,  but  we  do 
not  recollect  ever  to  have  witnessed  one  where  the  company  was  more 
select,  or  the  arrangements  in  better  taste.  The  music,  which  was 
furnished  by  Noll's  band,  was  most  excellent,  and  the  march  which 
was  played  when  the  procession  composed  of  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Perfection,  G.  Council  of  Princes  of  Jerusalem, 
Chapter  of  Rose  Croix,  and  the  Consistory,  entirely  appropriate.  And 
here  we  would  say  that  the  marching  and  counter-marching  of  the 
Brethren,  especially  when  paying  the  honors  to  HI.  Bro.  A.  Cassard, 
'S.  G.  I.  G.  dSrd,  and  his  staff,  composed  of  111.  Bros.  G.  T.  McClena- 
chan,  J  H.  H.  Ward,  R^bt.  Macoy  and  Ed.  Eddy,  all  of  the  32nd, 
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was  executed  with  militaiy  precision.  The  decorations,  especially 
those  of  the  East,  were  not  only  tasteM  but  beautiful ;  and  many  a 
snnnise  was  formed  and  expressed  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  mysterious 
characters,  illuminated  in  the  great  circle,  at  the  back  of  the  stage. 
Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was  the  most  elegant  affiur  of  the  season. — New 
York  Courier. 


D!J^  The  following,  published  in  the  Masonic  Journal^  are  gathered 
firom  the  records  of  Anti-Masonic  times : 

'*  A  few  seceders  of  the  Masonic  institution  in  some  of  the  western 
towns  of  this  State,  are  getting  their  tayem  and  other  signs  re-painted, 
and  supplying  the  place  of  the  old  Masonic  emblems  with  other  devices  of 
their  feeble  imagination.  Not  long  since  two  gentlemen  rode  up  to  the 
door  of  a  public  house  in  one  of  our  western  towns,  and  after  alight- 
ing, one  of  them  (and  a  Mason,  too,)  casting  his  eye  up  to  the  ngn, 
(which  was  a  key-stone,  with  a  mallet  and  chisel,  etc.)  observed  to  his 
companion,  '  I  don't  know  as  it  will  do  for  us  to  call  here,  for  this  ap- 
pears to  be  a  Mason's  tavern/     '  0,'  said  the  landlady,  who  then 

stood  in  the  door,  '  that  is  Mr.  D 's  old  sign.    We  ain't  Masons 

here;  nor  don't  like  them  no  better  than  anybody  else  does.'     A 
feet." 

*'  In  one  of  the  counties  of  Ohio,  a  man  whose  surname  was  Mason, 
had  his  son  christened  by  the  name  of  Antu** 

"  Sentimxnt. — The  Anti-Masons  of  the  day — Bon  Quixotes  on 
mules — ^galloping  down  hill,  with  their  feet  out  of  the  stirrups,  holding 
on  by  the  mane." 

*'  A  lady  being  rebuked  for  marrying  a  negro,  said,  that  it  was  not 
half  so  bad  as-  her  sister  had  done,  for  she  had  married  an  Anti- 
Mason  ! !  ! " 

"  LoBENZo  Dow. — ^We  observe  that  some  of  the  leading  Anti-Ma- 
sonic papers  have  turned  their  battering-rams  against  this  man  of  the 
long  beard,  and  appear  resolved  that  he  shall  not  preach  as  heretofore, 
unmolested.  We  have  recently  heard  a  good  anecdote  of  this  man, 
which  serves  to  show  that  they  will  find  him  a  hard  nut  to  crack.  Last 
fall,  while  on  his  way  to  the  Lodge  in  this  village,  he  was  followed  by 
a  herd  of  Anti-Masonic  cattle,  who  were  reviling  him,  and  just  before 
he  ascended  the  steps,  he  turned  around  to  them,  and  very  quaintly 
observed — *  Whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come  I '  " 
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MlOHia^N   SOUTHBRK  AKD  NORTHBBN    INDIANA    BaILBOAD. — ^It    BffCftdS 

US  pleaanre  to  bear  testiinonj  to  the  excellent  management  of  this  road  in  the 
mnning  of  its  passenger  trains.  We  have  had  occasion  to  pass  oyer  it  recentl  j 
seyeral  times,  and  hare  found  all  its  appointments  most  excellent.  The  trains 
rnn  punctually  on  time,  and  the  employees  of  the  road  are  old  and  well  tried 
men— courteous  and  obliging.  The  main  line  track  extends  from  Cbicsgo 
to  Toledo.  The  "  air  line "  branches  off  from  Elkhart  and  passes  through 
Goshen,  Ligonier,  Kendallville,  etc.,  in  Indiana.  From  Adrian  a  branch 
extends  to  Monroe,  which  intercepts  the  road  from  Toledo  to  Detroit  The 
trnyeller  can  so  go  by  this  road  from  Chicago  to  Detroit  without  change 
of  cars,  and  as  quickly  as  by  any  other  route.  There  are  two  other  branches 
—one  from  White  Pigeon  to  Three  Riyers  and  one  from  Adrian  to  Jackson. 
This  road  and  its  branches  (some  fiye  hundred  miles  long)  continue  under  the 
management  of  Jno.  D.  Campbell,  who  has  won  a  high  reputation  as  an  effi- 
cient, competent  and  indefatigable  Superintendent.  His  efforts  (as  far  as  the 
management  of  that  portion  of  the  business  which  has  come  under  our  obser- 
yatlon  is  concerned,)  haye  been  pre-eminently  successful.  We  consider  him 
the  "  right  man  in  the  right  place." 


Cr^  We  deeply  regret  to  learn  that  Bro.  J.  W.  Hunt,  of  Madison,  Wis.,  died 
on  the  12th  of  last  month.    We  shall  refer  to  this  again  in  our  next 


Fbmalb  Fbbemason. — The  following  extract  from  A  General  EBstory  of 
the  County  of  Norfolk,  (England,)  2  yols.  8  yo.  1829,  page  1304,  we  copy  from 
the  London  Freemasons*  Magazine,  for  Noyember  19th.  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  Miss  St  Leger  was  not  the  only  woman  who  eyer  obtained  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Masonic  mysteries : 

"  Died,  in  St  John's  Maddermarket,  Norwich,  July,  1 802,  aged  eighty-Aye, 
Mrs.  Beaton,  a  natiye  of  Wales.  She  was  commonly  called  the  Freemason, 
from  the  circumstance  of  her  haying  contriyed  to  conceal  herself  one  eyening 
in  the  wainscoting  of  a  Lodge  room,  where  she  learned  the  secret,  the  knowl- 
edge of  which  thousands  of  her  sex  haye  in  yain  attempted  to  arriye  at  She 
was  in  many  respects,  a  yery  singular  character,  of  which  one  proof  adduced 
is,  that  the  secret  of  the  Freemasons  died  with  her."— Journo/. 


Masonic   Almanac. — The  eyer  yersatile  Morris  has  issned  a  Masonic 
Almanac  for  1860.    It  is  a  yaluable  work.    Buy  it 


/ 
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CHICAGO   AND   DETBOIT: 
VOL  V.  M  6. 

BTB3BRXJ-AJRY,    I860. 


JOHN    WARREN    HUNT. 


There  are  few  Masons  in  the  United  States  who  will  not  at  once 
recognize  the  name  at  the  head  of  this  article.  As  we  stated  in  the 
last  number  of  The  Ashlar,  Bro.  Hunt  died  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
December  last.  We  had  known  Bro.  H.  about  three  years,  and  among 
all  our  Brethren  we  know  but  few  who  equalled  him  as  a  man  of 
warm  heart,  noble  and  generous  tendencies,  affable  and  courteous  man- 
Dcrs,  true  and  steadfast  friendship.  In  these  respects  we  knew  him 
well.  We  saw  him  tested  more  than  once.  He  was  emphatically  one 
of  **  nature's  noblemen."  We  cannot  publish  a  better  tribute  to  his 
memory  than  the  following  extract  from  the  annual  address  of  Sir  Kt.  H. 
L.  Palmer,  Graiid  Commander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Wisconsin : 

*'  Nor  does  the  fact  that  all  of  you  are  already  aware  of  what  I  am 
about  to  communicate,  relieve  me  from  the  duty  of  announcing  to  you, 
officially,  the  decease  of  Eminent  Sir  John  Warren  Hunt^  late  Grand 
Kecorder  of  this  Grand  Commandery,  and  also  Eminent  Commander 
of  Robert  McCoy  Commandery  No.  3.  Our  Brother  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  the  city  of  Madison  on  the  12th  day  of  December  last,  and 
on  the  14th  of  the  same  month  his  mortal  remains  were  deposited  in 
their  final  resting  place  in  the  Madison  Cemetery,  followed  thither  by  a 
large  concourse  of  sad  and  mourning  friends.  At  the  special  request  of 
our  deceased  Brother  his  remains  were  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb  with 
the  most  solemn  and  impressive  Burial  Service  of  our  Order,  under  the 
auspices  of  Robert  McCoy  Commandery  No.  3,  asaisted  by  a  detach- 
ment from  Wisconsin  Commandery  No.  1,  the  members  of  the  several 
Masonic  Lodges,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  at  Madison.     The  Dane 
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Countj  Cavalry,  of  whioh  he  had  been  a  member ;  the  Madison  Hook 
and  Ladder  .Company,  to  Trhich  he  had  belonged ;  a  deputation  from 
the  State  Historical  Society  of  which  he  had  long  been  a  leading  and 
most  useful  member,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens  being  present 

"Sir  Kt.  John  Warren  Hunt  was  bom  at  Upper  Lisle,  Broome 
County,  New  York,  February  28tb,  1826.  His  entire  Hfe  was  such 
as  to  endear  him  to  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  most 
loved  by  those  who  knew  him  best,  is  in  itself  a  complete  eulogy  upon 
his  whole  life  and  character.  He  was  initiated  an  Entered  Apprentice 
in  Madison  Lodge  No.  5,  August  8th,  1851 ;  passed  to  the  degree  of 
Fellow  Craft  on  the  19th  September,  and  raised  to  the  Sublime  Degree 
of  a  Master  Mason,  on  the  24th  September,  in  the  same  year.  He 
received  the  several  preparatory  degrees  and  was  exalted  to  the  August 
Degree  of  E.  A.  M.  in  Madison  Chapter  No.  4,  on  the  12th  February, 
1852.  He  received  the  several  Orders  of  Knighthood  in  Wisconsin 
Commandery  No.  1,  in  the  room  in  which  we  are  now  assembled,  on 
the  27th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1855. 

"  Our  deceased  Brother  was  a  constant  and  active  laborer  in  the 
Masonic  vineyard,  and  during  the  brief  period  of  his  connection  with 
the  Fraternity  he  accomplished  much  for  Masonry  in  Wisconsin.  He 
was  Master  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  50  during  the  years  1855,  1856, 
and  1857.  At  the  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  held  in  June, 
1857,  he  served  as  Assistant  Grand  Secretary,  and  on  the  10th  day  of 
June,  1858,  he  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  that  body,  which  office 
he  held  up  to  the  day  of  his  decease.  On  the  first  Monday  of  Febru- 
ary, 1857,  he  was  elected  High  Priest  of  Madison  Chapter  No.  4, 
which  office  he  held  continuously  from  that  time  until  his  decease. 

**  On  the  4th  day  of  February,  1858,  he  was  elected  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Eoyal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold  and  the  duties  of  which 
he  discharged  with  fidelity  and  skill  until  th^time  of  his  decease. 

'*  He  was  named  as  Eminent  Commander  of  Bobert  McCoy  Com- 
mandery No.  3,  in  the  dispensation  for  the  organization  of  that  Com- 
mandery, and  continued  at  its  head  so  long  as  he  lived.  He  was  one 
of  the  delegates  from  that  Commandery  to  the  Convention  at  which  '  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  for  the  State  of  Wisconsin  ' 
was  organized,  and  on  the  formation  of  this  Grand  Commandery  he 
became  its  first  Grand  Eecorder,  which  office  he  filled  until  he  was  called 
hence,  by  that  summons  firom  which  none  can  be  excused. 

**  Our  deceased  Brother  was  also  a  leading  and  influential  member 
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of  the  Grand  Coanoil  of  Koyal  and  Sdect  Masters  in  this  State.  In 
all  the  stations  he  has  filled  in  the  Fraternity  he  has  eyer  dj/wharged  all 
the  duties  inoumhent  upon  him  with  fidelity  and  ahillty,  and  in  such 
manner  as  to  earn  the  cordial  approval  of  his  associates,  and  he  has  left 
upon  the  page  of  the  Masonic  History  of  Wisconsin^  the  impress  of 
his  character,  which  shall  remain  while  our  Institution  endures.  It  is  due 
to  his  memory  to  place  on  record  here  the  declaration  that  the  statutes 
and  rules  of  this  G-rand  Commandery  are  substantially  his  handiwork. 
These  statutes  and  rules  had  been  prepared  and  printed  by  him  in  ad- 
yanoe  of  the  meeting  of  the  Conyention,  and  were  ultimately  adopted 
with  only  yery  slight  alterations,  and  they  stand  to-day  a  fitting  monu- 
ment of  the  Knightly  intelligence  and  zeal  of  our  deceased  friend. 

"  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  pronounce  a  eulogy  upon  our  departed 
Brother.  Indeed,  in  the  presence  of  those  who  have  walked  the  pil- 
grimage of  Hie  with  him,  and  with  him  '  have  kept  watch  and  ward  in 
its  yicissitudes  and  trials ' — in  the  presence  of  those  who  like  you  '  re- 
member him  in  scenes  to  which  the  world  was  not  witness,  and  where 
the  better  feelings  of  humanity  are  exhibited  without  disguise,'  it  is 
needless.  But  I  knew  him  so  long  and  so  well  that  I  cannot  forbear 
recording  here  my  feeble  testimony  to  his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  Mason. 
Kind,  generous,  warm-hearted — Oh,  he  was,  my  Brethren,  emphaticaUy 
that  noblest  work  of  God — '  an  honest  man.'  He  was  a  true  Brother, 
a  faithful  Oompanian,  and  when  applied  to  him,  how  truthful  and  ez- 
pressiye  is  the  beautiful  language  of  our  Templar  Ritual : 

'* '  He  was  a  true  and  courteous  Knight,  and  has  fallen  in  life's  strug- 
gle Ml  Knightly,  with  his  armor  on,  prepared  for  Knightly  deeds.' 

"  It  is  grateful  to  our  feelings  to  know  that  our  friends  who  are  re- 
moyed  from  us  by  the  inscrutable  decrees  of  an  oyerruling  Providence, 
have  endeared  themselves  to,  and  have  been  held  in  high  esteem  by 
others  as  well  as  ourselves.  I  shall  therefore,  make  no  excuse  for  pre- 
senting to  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  recently  from  our  highly 
esteemed  and  M.  E.  Grand  Master,  Sir  B.  B.  French.  He  writes 
under  date  of  December  25th,  1859,  in  reply  to  a  letter  which  I  had 
addressed  to  him  announcing  the  decease  of  Sir  J.  W.  Hunt,  and  firom 
his  letter  I  take  the  liberty  to  extract  as  follows  : 

'"  On  my  return  from  Philadelphia  last  evening,  where  I  had  been 
to  make  an  official  visit  to  St.  John's  Commandery,  of  that  city,  I 
found  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  and  the  contents  brought  sadness 
to  my  heart  and  tears  to  my  eyes.  In  announcing  to  me  the  death  of 
Sir  John  Warren  Hunt,  you  say  '  you  will  doubtless  remember  meeting 
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him  at  Chicago.'  Bemember  it !  why,  my  dear  Sir  Kt.,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible I  can  ever  forget  one  who,  unasked,  placed  himself  voluntarily 
at  my  side,  and  was  a  right  arm  to  me  all  through  those  weaiy  and 
exciting  sessions.  I  remember  him  as  the  warm  and  obliging  friend, 
the  true  gentleman,  and  the  gallant  and  courteous  Templar;  and  though 
by  no  means  used  to  weep,  I  write  this  almost  blinded  by  that  moisture 
of  the  eyes  which  is  thus  characterized  by  one  of  our  best  poets,  on  the 
death  of  a  comrade,  and  it  fully  applies  now : 

"Aye — turn  and  weep,  'tis  manliness 
To  be  heart  broken  here; 
For  the  grave  of  earth's  best  nobleness 
Is  watered  bj  a  tear." 

** '  You  well  say,  '  thus  has  been  extinguished  one  of  the  burning 
tapers  of  our  Grand  Command^ry,'  and  I  will  add,  one  of  the  brightest 
of  the  burning  tapers  of  Templar  Masonry,  for  so  far  as  I  have  been  ca- 
pable of  judging,  he  was  one  of  the  '  first  among  his  equals.'  He  has 
laid  down  his  cross  and  taken  up  his  crown,  and  with  full  hearts  and 
tearful  eyes  we  bow  to  the  fiat  that  has  called  him  hence,  and  reverently 
say,  *  Thy  will,  0  God,  be  done.'  *  Passing  away ' — ^Barker,  Dunlap 
and  Hunt,  all  with  us  at  Chicago,  have  gone  already  !  *  Be  ye  also 
ready  '  is  the  solemn  and  Christian  lesson  it  inculcates. 

"  *  On  the  14th  instant  I  received  from  our  deceased  Sir  Knight  a 
copy  of  the  printed  proceedings  and  statutes  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Wisconsin.  So  beautifully  were  they  printed,  and  all  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  matter  and  manner  were  so  perfect,  that  on  the  16th  of 
the  same  month  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Sir  Kt.  Hunt,  expressive  of  my 
great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  at  their  reception  and  appearance. 
Alas !  how  little  did  I  think,  while  writing  that  letter,  to  ask  the 

questions — 

'"Can  honor's  voice  provoke  the  silent  dead, 
Or  flattery  soothe  the  dull,  cold  ear  of  death?" 

"  These  sentiments  are  the  voluntary  tribute  of  a  warm  and  manly 
heart  to  the  acknowledged  worth  of  our  departed  Companion.  Do  they 
not  meet  a  cordial  response  in  our  hearts  ? 

*'  But,  Sir  Knights,  we  mourn  the  loss  of  our  departed  Brother  not 
alone.  His  decease  has  called  forth  other  tears  than  ours.  He  was. 
also  a  husband  and  a  father,  and  the  widow  and  the  fatherless,  shall 
they  not  have  our  sympathy,  in  this  the  hour  of  their  trial  and  sore 
bereavement  ?  Nor  that  only.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  should  say 
to  them,  in  the  beautiful  language  of  the  Christian's  theology,  that '  He 
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who  '  tempers  the  wind  to  the  shom  Iamb '  looks  down  with  infinite 
compassion  upon  the  widow  and  the  fatherless  m  the  hour  of  their  des- 
olation.' We  have  a  further  and  more  practical  duty  to  perform  towards 
them.  The  widow  and  the  orphan  of  our  deceased  Brother  are  the 
special  charge  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Wisconsin.  Let  us  see  to 
it  that  our  whole  duty  in  their  behalf  is  fully  peiformed." 


Masonby  and  Politics. — ^It  is,  indeed,  most  strange  that  Masons 
should  endeavor  to  pervert  our  Institution  from  its  true  design.  Yet 
it  is  constantly  done.  Some  seek  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  upholding 
the  peculiar  tenets  and  dogmas  of  religious  sects ;  some  seek  to  trans- 
form it  into  a  temperance  society.  The  attempt  is  now  openly  proposed 
and  advocated  to  use  it  for  political  purposes ;  to  interfere  with  the 
question  of  slavery  which  now  agitates  the  country.  The  following  is 
taken  from  the  New  York  Despatch : 

For  the  sentiments  which  are  contained  in  the  following  communica- 
tion, our  correspondent  alone  is  responsible.  Our  views  will  be  found 
in  an  article  headed,  **  The  position  of  Masonry  towards  the  World,'* 
which  appeared  in  this  column  last  week.  Our  correspondent  must 
remember  that  although  it  is  incumbent  on  us  not  to  give  *'  countenance 
to  disloyalty  or  rebellion,"  we  are  still  enjoined  by  the  usages  of  the 
Graft,  to  refrain,  in  our  Masonic  characters,  from  all  things  which  bear 
even  the  semblance  of  political  agitation.  Such  has  been  the  course 
of  Masonry  for  centuries,  and  in  its  fidelity  to  this  proper  rule  of  action 
may  be  attributed  its  retention  of  vitality  and  power  in  all  ages  and 
climes,  and  its  present  unfettwed  condition  and  power ;  uniting,  as  it 
does,  men  of  all  sects,  classes  and  shades  of  opinion  : 

Bridgeport^  Conn.,  Dec,  14^A,  1859. 
Mb.  Editob — Should  they  meet  with  your  approval,  allow  me  to  make 
some  suggestions  through  your  Masonic  column,  which,  although  you 
may  not  agree  with  me,  I  think  at  this  time  perfectly  proper,  when  ex- 
citement is  at  so  high  a  pitch  between  the  two  sections  of  our  beloved 
country.  It  is  certainly  meet  and  proper  that  demonstrations  of  loy- 
alty and  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and  Union  should  be  made, 
but  it  frequently  happens  that  these  demonstrations  are  made  through 
the  influence  and  direction  of  those  who  have  some  selfish  motive  to 
gratify  or  some  political  "  i^xe  to  grind."  As  a  consequeijce  they  lose 
half  their  force,  and  the  resolutions  pssed  and  the  speeches  made  are 
"  but  sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cymbals."  But  there  are  demonstra- 
tions which  can  be  made,  and  which,  in  my  humble  opinion,  will  have  a 
£»  more  beneficial  effect  than  fifty  "  Union  Meetings."  I  look  upon 
Freemasonry  as  one  of  the  greatest  bonds  of  union  in  our  countiy. 
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Keeping  aloof  from  politics  and  diaoarding  all  connection  with  party, 
baying  no  political  ends  to  serve,  and  lending  its  inflaence  to  no  man 
for  political  elevation,  its  mission  is  to^promulgate  the  beauties  of  cbar- 
ity  and  brotberlj  love.  It  is,  tberefore,  calculated  to  heal  not  only  tbe 
difficulties  and  differences  of  individuals,  but  also  of  communities  and 
nations.  * 

Every  Mason  will  recollect  tbe  charge,  ''  In  Che  State  you  are  to  be 
a  quiet  and  peaceable  citizen,  true  to  your  government  and  just  to  your 
country  ;  you  are  not  to  countenance  disloyalty  or  rebellion,  but  pa- 
tiently submit  to  legal  authority  and  conform  with  cheeifulness  to  the 
government  of  the  country  in  which  you  live.'' 

.  Our  beloved  Institution  is  confined  to  no  section  of  our  country,  and 
its  Lodges  mav  be  found  in  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  Union, 
embracing  within  its  fold  •  men  of  every  shade  of  political  opinion,  and 
those  who  hold  high  stations  in  our  land. 

I  would,  therefore,  propose  that  each  and  every  Lodge  in  every 
State  and  Territory,  would  prepare  resolutions  and  addresses  to  their 
brethren  throughout  the  country,  in  which  to  urge  upon  the  Fraternity 
to  rally  to  the  support  of  our  country's  institutions,  and  endeavor  to 
allay  the  suicidal  strife  which  is  now  shaking  the  Union  to  its  centre  ; 
not  at  the  ballot  box  or  upon  the  rostrum,  but  by  reason,  kindness  and 
fraternal  advice.  Masons  can  exert  an  immense  influence  quietly,  and 
without  noisy  appeals  or  hypocritical  bombast.  Let  Masonry,  which 
once  numbered  among  its  members  and  supporters,  the  immortal  Wash- 
ington, rally  to  the  support  of  that  Constitution  which  bears  the  hn- 
press  of  his  great  mind. 

Now  is  the  time  for  all  Masons  to  show  by  their  influence  and  actions, 
that  they  are  ''true  to  their  government,  and  just  to  their  country." 
Let  us  pursue  such  a  course  that  the  Masonic  pillars  of  "  wisdom, 
strength  and  beauty,"  will  form  the  main  support  of  the  glorious  &bric 
of  American  Independence. 

Fraternally  yours,  **  Hiram." 

It  becomes  Masons  to  guard  against  the  eflforts  of  those  who  seek 
thus  to  pervert  our  time-honored  Institution  from  its  true  purposes. 
Gruard  it  equally  against  religious,  temperance  and  political  extremists. 


•-.♦.-• 


D;^**  No  Brother  should  be  a  Master  till  he  has  first  served  a  Lodge 
acceptably  in  the  office  of  Warden,  unless  in  extraordinaiy  cases,  or 
wben  a  new  Lodge  is  to  be  formed,  and  no  Past  or  former  Warden 
is  to  be  foifhd  among  the  members.  But,  three  Master  Masons,  al- 
though they  have  served  in  no  such  offices,  if  they  be  well  learned,  may 
be  constituted  Master  and  Wardens  of  such  new  Lodge,  or  of  any  old 
Lodge  in  the  like  emergency ;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  first  to  qualify 
themselves  thoroughly  for  their  work. — Ancient  (hnstttutians. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  COMMITTBB  ON  FOREIGN  COR- 
RESPONDENCE T)F  G.  L.  OF  ILLINOIS. 


(Continaed  from  Janoaiy  Ko.) 
JURISDICTIONAL  RIGHTS. 

YouB  Committee  cordially  concur  in  the  views  contained  in  the  fol- 
lowing extract  taken  from  the  annual  address  of  Bro.  Bajless,  P.  6. 
M.  of  Indiana : 

In  July,  1858,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Worshipfnl 
Master  of  Bethel  Lodge,  informing  me  that  said  Lodge  had  received  a 
dispensation,  under  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  session, 
and  upon  their  petitions  were  found  the  names  of  several  Brothers  who 
were  residents  of  Ohio,  and  belonged  to  a  Lodge  in  that  jurisdiction. 
The  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  do  not  permit  members  to  demit 
from  the  subordinates,  unless  they  intend  removing  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion ;  nor  do  said  laws  permit  Brothers  to  be  members  of  two  Lodges 
at  the  same  time.  But  aside  from  this,  there  is  a  "  higher  law,"  found- 
ed in  justice  and  honor,  which  should  govern  such  cases.  It  is  the 
exclusive  right  of  each  Grand  Lodge  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  all 
subjects  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  State  in  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  located.  It  would  be  wrong  to  permit  persons  to  reside  in 
our  State  and  receive  degrees  in  another,  and  eaually  so  to  permit 
members  of  the  fraternity  to  reside  in  a  sister  jurisdiction,  and  join  in 
a  petition  ti3  our  Grand  Lodge  for  a  dispensation  to  organize  a  Lodge 
near  the  territorial  limits  of  our  State,  to  suit  the  convenience  of  Breui- 
ren  over  whom  we  could  not  draw  the  legal  reins  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Possessed  of  this  information,  and  entertaining  thcFe  views,  I  in- 
formed the  Worshipful  Master  of  Bethel  Lodge  that  he  must  strike 
from  his  roll  of  members  the  names  of  all  Brethren  residing  in  Ohio  who 
had  signed  the  petition  for  a  dispensation,  or  who  had  joined  since  the 
organization,  from  said  State,  as  our  subordinates  must  be  sustained  by 
members  residing  in  the  territorial  limits  of  our  Grand  Lodge.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  our  subordinates  will  not  tarnish  the  good  name  of  our 
Grand  Lodge  by  infringing  upon  the  rights  or  jurisdiction  of  other 
Grand  Bodies,  but  that  they  will  aid  in  sustaining  the  high  and  honor- 
able position  which  we  now  occupy  among  our  sister  Grand  Lodges. 

A  case  of  invasion  of  jnridictional  rights  has  lately  occurred  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  In  order  that  the  Grand  Lodge  may  understand  the 
matter  fully,  your  Committee  copy  the  entire  account  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  State : 

Bro.  Pearl,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  pre- 
sented the  following  report : 

In  Grand  Lobqb  of  Maine,      ) 
Masonic  HaU,  Portland,  May  bth,  1858.  j" 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  which  was  referred 


254  THE    ASHLAR. 

tbe  letter  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
the  Earl  of  Zetland,  to  W.  M.  £.  P.  Danlap,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  having  carefully  considered  that  document,  ssk 
leave  to  report : 

That  while  they  approve  its  courteous  and  conciliatory  tone,  they 
cannot  view  it  as  altogether  satisfactory.  Some  of  its  positions  seem 
to  us  unwarranted  and  inconclusive,  and  adapted  to  perpetuate  and 
aggravate  t^e  evils  which  gave  rise  to  the  complaint  and  correspondence. 

In  order  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  case,  we  must  recur  to  its 
history.  Prior  to  1855,  a  difficulty  had  arisen  between  St  Croix' Lodge, 
at  Calais,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  and 
Union  Lodge,  at  St  Stephens,  New  Brunswick,  under  charter  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  by  the  act  of  Union  Lodge  invading  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  by  initiating  persons  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  St.  Croix  Lodge,  without  the  consent  of  that  Body. 
Complaints  of  this  invasion  of  jurisdiction  having  been  made  to  Union 
Lodge,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  which  the  Union  Lodge  gave 
a  pledge  to  abstain  from  such  invasion. 

After  repeated  and  aggravated  violations  of  this  pledge,  complaints 
were  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  and,  by  the  direction  of  that 
body,  the  Grand  Master  represented  the  grievances  to  the  Deputy 
Grand  Master  for  New  Brunswick. 

In  bis  annual  address  for  1857,  Grand  Master  True  stated  that  in 
June,  1856,  the  Grand  Secretary  had  sent  him  the  papers,  all  bearing 
more  than  one  year's  date.  He  also  stated  that  he  had  written  to  the 
Master  of  St  Croix  Lodge,  inquiring  whether  the  difficulties  still  ex- 
isted, and,  if  so,  suggesting  to  him  the  propriety  of  having  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  or  some  other  Brother,  visit  them,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, restore  harmony. 

His  reply  was,  * '  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  a  reconciliation.'*  **  I 
therefore,  on  the  5th  day  of  July,  [1856,]  addressed  a  letter  to  W.  Bro. 
A.  Ballock,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  New  Brunswick,  stating  to  him 
the  difficulties  existing  between  the  two  Lodges  in  question,  also  copies 
of  the  papers  sent  me  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  respectfully  asked 
his  aid  in  restoring  harmony  on  our  borders.  I  have  ascertained  that 
he  has  received  my  communication,  and  regret  to  say  no  answer  has 
been  received." 

It  was  under  this  state  of  things  that  the  question  came  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  May,  1857,  and  the  report  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
directing  this  correspondence  with  the  Grand  Master  of  England. 

That  report  fully  sets  forth  the  facts  and  grievances  in  the  case,  and 
closes  with  the  following  statement:  **In  the  meantime,  as  we  learn 
from  the  representative  of  the  St.  Croix  Lodge,  the  grievances  of  that 
Lodge  are  aggravated  by  the  offensive  action  of  Union  Lodge  in  admit- 
ting persons  from  this  jurisdiction  who  could  not  gain  admission  to  our 
Lodges,  but  who  go  over  to  St.  Stephens  and  receive  the  degrees,  and 
then  return  to  insult  St  Croix  Lodge  by  their  demands  for  admission 
as  visitors.     In  view  of  these  grievances,  which  the  St.  Croix  Lodge 
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baye  too  long  been  compelled  to  bear,  your  committee  believe  that  our 
Brethren  of  that  Lodge  are  entitled  to  prompt  and  ample  protection  at 
the  hands  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  they  propose  to  a^rd  by  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

"1.  Reiohed,  That  the  several  documents  referred  to  in  this  report, 
lettered  from  A.  to  E.,  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  correspond  with  the  M.  W.  the 
Grand  Master  of  England,  to  lay  before  him  the  grievances  complained 
of,  and  ask  at  his  hands  the  protection  and  redress  of  grievances  so  long 
sought  for  and  so  long  refused  by  Union  Lodge,  and  thus  &r  withheld 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  New  Brunswick. 

"  2.  Itesoived,  During  the  pending  of  this  correspondence,  the  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  be  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  afford  protection  and  relief  from  the  grievances  com- 
plained of,  and  report  his  action  on  this  whole  subject  at  the  next 
annual  communication." 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  in  May,  1858,  M. 
W.  Grand  Master  Dunlap  stated  that  he  had  **  addressea  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Eight  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  Grand  Master  of 
the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  calling  bis  attention  to  a  matter 
of  difference  between  two  Lodges  within  our  respective  limits  of  juris- 
diction. 

^*  No  formal  reply  has  yet  been  received  from  him,  but  I  am  advised 
by  his  Grand  Secretary  that  he  has  instituted  an  investigation  into  the 
circumstances,  and  that  his  opinion  will  be  communicated  as  soon, as 
the  investigation  shall  be  completed." 

That  opinion  we  now  have  in  the  letter  submitted  to  this  committee, 
which  is  as  follows  : 

FasEMASOHs'  Hall,  London,  July  9tA,  1858. 
Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brother: 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  and  in  conformity  with  the  tenor  of 
my  letter  of  the  11th  December,  1857,  an  inquiry  has  been  instituted  into  the 
circumstances  that  have  caused  a  temporary  misunderstanding  between  the  St. 
Croix  Lodge,  at  Calais,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  the  Union  Lodge  No.  866, 
at  St.  Stephens,  New  Brunswick. 

The  case  divides  itself  into  two  parts — First,  as  to  the  ri^t  of  a  Lodge  to 
initiate  persons  residing  in  a  country  under  another  Masonic  jurisdiction ;  and, 
secondly,  what  course  of  action  a  Lodge  ought  to  pursue  which  has,  by  its  own 
act,  divested  itself  of  such  right. 

With  respect  to  the  first  part,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  is  of  opinion  that 
every  Lodge  possesses  the  abstract  right  to  initiate  any  person  whom  it  may 
consider  fit  and  proper,  without  considering  where  his  residence  may  be.  For 
example — Lodges  in  the  county  of  Northumberland  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  initiate  persons  residing  in  Scotland,  and  Lodges  in  Scotland  have  a  similar 
right  to  initiate  persons  residing  in  England.  I^r  could  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
either  country  complain  of  or  object  to  such  a  proceeding.  It  is  for  the  person 
who  seeks  a4lmittance  into  the  Order  to  select  the  Lodge  in  which  he  wishes  to 
be  initiated. 

With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  question,  as  to  the  course  a  Lodge 
ought  to  pursue  that  has,  by  its  own  act,  divested  itself  of  such  right,  and  has 
bound  itself  not  to  initiate  any  individual  residing  in  the  territory  under  another 
Masonic  jurisdiction,  such  arrangement — ^not  being  at  variance  with  the  spirit 
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of  the  constitotioDs  nnder  which  they  act — ought  to  be  carried  out  faithfully ; 
even  thoaj^h  attended  at  times  with  some  slight  inconvenience. 

Bat  independently  of  any  existing  arrangements,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  desirable  nor  convenient  that  a  Lodge  should  bind 
itself  to  confine  its  initiations  to  residents  in  its  own  inllmediate  locality ;  or 
that  it  shoald  only  initiate  persons  residing  over  a  certain  territorial  boundary 
line  with  the  consent  of  a  Lodge  working  on  the  other  side  of  such  line,  even 
with  the  proviso — ^as  proposed  oy  Union  Lodge — that  sufficient  reasons  should 
be  given  for  withholding  such  consent.  And  it  must  be  self*evident  that  when 
one  Lodge  gives  the  reasons,  and  the  other  is  to  be  the  judge  whether  those 
reasons  are  sufficient,  frequent  difficulties  and  disputes  are  sure  to  arise. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  remark,  that  the  opinion  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  has  been  communicated  to  the  Union  Lodge,  and  that  it  has  been  im- 
pressed on  them,  that  private  arrangements  once  entered  upon  should  be  strictly 
and  honorably  fulfilled. 

Trusting,  therefore,  that  the  misunderstanding  between  the  two  Lodges  will 
soon  be  removed,  and  that  each  will  hold  out  the  right  hand  of  good  fellowship 
to  the  other,  and  practice  in  their  fullest  extent  brotherly  love  and  forbeanmce, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  M.  W.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Fraternally  yours, 

WM.  GRAY  CLARKE,  G.  S, 

ROBEBT  P.   DUNLAP,  ESQ., 

M.  TT.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  Brunswick,  Maine. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts,  your  committee  regard  this  letter  a  most  re- 
markable document 

1.  The  first  thing  we  notice  is  the  length  of  time  taken  for  invesp 
ligation  and  preparing  the  opinion.  It  seems  to  us  marvellous  that  in 
this  age  of  steam,  it  should  require  firom  the  11th  December,  1857, 
till  the  9th  July,  1858,  a  perioa  of  some  seven  months,  to  investigate 
the  &cts  in  the  case  and  report  upon  them,  knowing,  as  the  Right 
Honorable  the  Earl  of  Zetland  must  have  known,  that  the  evils  of 
delay  were  very  serious,  and  the  facts  in  the  case  were  very  fully  de- 
tailed in  the  correspondence. 

2.  It  is  still  more  marvellous,  that  after  this  long  delay,  such  an 
answer  should  have  been  given  from  so  exalted  a  source  as  that  of  the 
head  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  facts  in  the  case  and  the 
whole  correspondence  between  the  two  Lodges  was  before  him,  as  we 
learn  from  Past  Grand  Master  Dunlap ;  yet  this  reply  has  no  allusion 
to  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  no  Censure  upon  a  course  of  conduct  by 
his  subordinates,  which  conduct  this  Grand  Lodge  deems  of  an  aggra- 
vated character.  Passing  by  all  these  facts,  the  Grand  Master  of 
England  coolly  tells  us — *'  the  case  divides  itself  into  two  parts — first, 
as  to  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  initiate  persons  residing  in  a  country  under 
another  Masonic  jurisdiction,  and  secondly,  what  course  of  action  a 
Lodge  ought  to  pursue,  which  has,  by  its  own  act,  divested  itself  of 
such  right"  That  it  should  require  seven  months  to  state  and  discuss 
an  abstract  question  so  simple  as  thb,  and  to  ignore  all  &cts  bearing 
upon  it,  passes  our  comprehension. 

8.  The  committee  object  to  the  position  assumed  under  the  first 
part  of  the  case  in  the  sense  clearly  implied  in  this  case.  As  it  bears 
upon  these  border  troubles,  it  would  fully  justify  Union  Lodge  in  the 
course  which  occasioned  this  complaint  and  appeal,  if  it  had  not,  by 
special  contract,  "  divested  itself  of  such  right' ^    If  this  doctrine  were 
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allowed,  it  would  jtutif]^  every  Lodge  upon  our  borders,  from  Qnoddy 
Head  aroand  the  nortoera  frontiers  of  our  State  to  tbe  line  of  New 
Hampsbire,  to  invade  the  jorisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  pleaa- 
ure,  and  caution  them  not  to  divest  themselves  of  the  right  to  do  so. 

It  would  establish  the  same  riffht  of  invasion  in  every  State  of  this 
Union  bordering  on  the  British  Territory,  across  the  continent  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

Against  this  doctrine  we  desire  to  record  a  solemn  protest,  nor  is  the 
case  at  all  justified  or  relieved  by  tbe  illustration  introduced  in  refei> 
ence  to  Scotland  and  Northumberland.  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Sngland  has  the  right  to  allow  or  justify  such  a  course  in  its  island 
home,  and  between  dififerent  portions  of  its  own  territory,  where  the 
ocean  barrier  protects  its  boundaries,  it  does  not  follow  that  she  can 
enforce  the  same  doctrine  within  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  and  justify  a 
border  war&re  like  this  complained  of. 

4.  The  doctrine  of  the  Grand  Master  is  directly  at  variance  with 
the  sixth  proposition  put  forth  by  the  Universal  Masonic  Congress,  at 
Paris,  to  wit :  "  Before  proceeding  to  the  initiation  of  a  non-resident, 
inquiry  shall  be  made  of  the  authorities  of  the  country  to  which  the 
candioate  owes  allegiance,  except  in  well  authenticated  cases  of  emer- 
gency." 

On  this  proposition  the  member  of  that  commission,  for  the  United 
States,  R.  W.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  justly  says  :  '*  This  resolution 
is  simply  carrying  out,  amongst  nations  and  governments,  that  etiquette 
of  Fraternity  which  is  practiced  in  all  well  regulated  Grand  Lodges  in 
this  country,  at  this  time,  and  has  for  its  object  the  prevention  of  work- 
ing up  unfit  material  in  the  moral  edifice  which  we  are  erecting — a  fact, 
too,  of  such  notorious  importance  that  it  should  be  constantly  practiced 
on  by  every  Craftsman  engaged  in  the  buildins." 

As  to  the  other  part  of  the  case,  as  stated  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  of  England,  it  is  certainly  a  very  obvious  truism,  that  if  a 
Lodge  has  agreed  to  abstain  from  a  certain  course — such  as  b  here 
before  us — they  ought  to  stand  by  that  agreement,  **  even  if  it  occa- 
sions some  inconvenience."  To  our  minds  it  is  quite  clear,  without 
requiring  seven  months'  investigation,  that  Masons,  the  world  over, 
ought  to  abstain  from  the  conduct  complained  of  in  this  case,  even  if 
they  have  not  made  any  agreement  to  do  so. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  tbe  following 
resolutions : 

1.  Resolved^  That  this  review  of  the  decision  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  of  England  be  communicated  to  him  by  our  M.  W.  Gkand 
Master,  with  the  request  that  he  will  require  all  Lodges  under  his 
jurisdiction,  in  our  neighboring  provinces,  to  abstain  from  all  acts 
inconsistent  with  the  established  laws  and  usages  on  tbb  continent,  as 
recommended  by  the  Universal  Masonic  Congress,  and  defined  above, 
by  the  member  of  the  permanent  commission — and  that  the  Grand 
Master  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  next  annual  communication. 

2.  Resolved^  That  pending  the  correspondence,  the  Grand  Master 
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take  such  measures  as  be  shall  deem  necessary  to  protect  the  saboidi- 
nate  Lodges  from  the  grievance  complained  of. 

Respectfiillj  submitted. 

CYRIL  PEARL.      )  /-_    •« 

F.  BRADFORD,      }  j,     .  ^^t««  ^ . 

MOSES  DODGE,      )  ^"^^9^  Correspondenet. 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted  upon  motion  of  P.  6.  M. 
Dnnlap. 

Your  Committee  feel  bound  to  sustain  the  position  so  ably  taken  and 
Jtfasonically  maintained  by  our  brethren  in  Maine. 

The  spirit  manifested  by  our  Lish  brethren  is  far  more  Masonic. 
Sundry  brethren  in  Delaware  petitioned  the  Grand  Lodge  of  L^land 
for  a  warrant  to  work  in  that  State.  It  was  refused,  **  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  an  unwarrantable  interference  with  the  Masonic  pre* 
rogative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware." 

Several  Lodges  in  Michigan,  upon  the  borders  of  Indiana  and  Ohio, 
invaded  their  jurisdictional  rights,  and  so  soon  as  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  facts,  it  was  resolved  that  no  Lodge  in 
Michigan  should  thereafter  initiate  a  resident  of  any  other  State,  with- 
out leave  to  do  so.  This  is  right,  and  it  is  fervently  to  be  hoped  that  ^ 
Kentucky  will  take  the  same  course ;  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  she 
will 

THE   NSW   TEST. 

It  Lb  probably  safe  to  estimate  the  number  of  Masons  in  Europe  and 
America,  who  believe  in,  or  admit  the  Divine  authenticity  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  usually  denominated  the  Holy  Scriptures,  at  three- 
fourths  of  the  whole  number.  Those  who  contend  against  making  the 
new  test,  by  far  the  larger  part,  perhaps  two-thirds,  as  firmly  believe  in 
their  Divine  authenticity  as  do  those  who  contend  for  this  test 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  sustained  the  report  of,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Correspondence,  in  1857,  which  enunciated  the  follow- 
ing as  the  rule : 

**  If  the  candidate  be  a  man  of  good  report,  if  he  be  well  recom- 
mended and  of  lawful  age,  if  he  believes  in  God,  the  Supreme  Governor 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  if  he  puts  his  trust  in  that  God,  your  com- 
mittee conceive  that  he  has  answered  all  that  the  constitutions  require.'^ 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Ohio,  Michigan,*  Texas,  Oregon  and  Ne- 
braska, require  a  candidate  for  initiation  to  avow  his  belief  in  the 
Divine  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  but  the  Grand  Lodges  of 

•  ThiB  li  a  miflteka.    Hichlgan  baa  BOt  aaeh  a  lequinment. — ^Sd. 
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New  York,  Connecticut,  Massachosetts,  California.  Missouri,  Wisconsin, 
Iowa,  Vermont,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Maine,  Kentucky,  Florida, 
Gkorgia,  South  Carolina,  Minnesota,  and  District  of  Columbia,  affirm 
Babstantiallj  the  doctrine  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  while  many  of  them 
insist,  as  we  do,  that  in  Christian  countries,  and  especially  in  Christian 
Lodges,  the  Holy  Bible  is  a  gbeat  light  in  Masonry,  while  with  our 
Hebrew  brethren  the  Old  Testament  is  a  great  light  also. 

By  the  old  charges,  adopted  in  1722,  a  Mason  should  not  be  an 
atheist  nor  an  irreligious  libertine — he  should  be  a  good  man  and  true 
— of  honor  and  honesty,  by  whatever  denomination  or  persuasion  he 
may  be  distinguished. 

INTSMPERANCB. 

Of  late  years  it  has  been  a  custom  to  associate  the  idea  of  intemper- 
ance with  that  of  drunkenness.  Intemperance  is  a  word  of  extensive 
meaning.  It  embraces  not  only  drunkenness,  but  gluttony,  licentious 
habits,  gambling,  profanity,  or  any  injurious  habit  calculated  to  allure 
the  mind  from  the  path  of  virtue,  or  weaken  man's  physical  or  mental 
capacities. 

But  it  is  with  drunkenness  your  Committee  now  desire  to  deal. 

Temperance  is  a  landmark.  It  is  the  first  of  the  cardinal  virtues. 
It  pervades  the  constitutions.  It  is  most  rigorously  enjoined  by  one  of 
the  "  great  lights ^  A  Mason  is  intemperate  when  he  indulges  in  a 
habit  of  aoy  kind,  which  endangers  his  health,  compromises  his  repu- 
tation, dethrones  or  weakens  his  mental  and  reasoning  faculties,  or 
brings  unnecessary  waste  to  his  estate. 

Now  and  then  a  Grand  Lodge  objects  to  legislation  upon  temperance. 
To  all  such  your  Committee  would  fraternally  say,  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  Grand  Lodge  to  guard  the  landmarks  which  our  Fathers  have 
set.  It  is  right  and  proper  that  every  Grand  Lodge  should  legislate 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft ;  should  prescribe  rules  for  their  govern- 
ment ;  define  what  are  offences  against  Masonic  law,  and  prescribe  the 
mode  of  punishment  for  the  same. 

The  intemperate  use  of  alcoholic  drinks,  is  the  cause  of  more  trouble 
to  the  Fraternity,  than  all  other  causes  put  together.  As  our  Grand 
Master  in  one  of  his  circulars  aptly  said,  '*  the  evils  and  crime  result- 
ing from  drunkenness  are  endless."  No  other  species  of  intemperance 
is  so  alarmingly  fruitful  of  such  disgusting,  hideous  and  awful  crimes. 
This  Grand  Lodge  does  not  say  what  a  Mason  shall  eat,  or  drink,  or 
wear,  but  it  does  say  that  a  Mason  should  be  '*  temperate  in  all  things." 
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The  Grand  Master  of  Florida  denounces  drunkenness  as  the  "  cor- 
nerstone of  almost  every  vice." 

Grand  Master  Bayless  in  some  beautiful  remarks  upon  the  subject, 
denounces  *'  intemperance  as  the  great  progenitor  of  idleness,  Tice  and 
crime  of  every  kind.''  He  says  that  *'  Mapojoj  wars  against  vice  in 
all  its  forms,  and  inculcates  virtue  and  morality  in  eveiy  lecture  and 
lesson." 

In  answer  to  these  just  sentiments,  the  committee  upon  that  portion 
of  his  address  reported  the  following  resolutions  which  were  adopted : 

Resolvedj  That  the  subordinate  Lodges  within  this  jurisdictitm  are 
hereby  uneonditionally  prohibited  from  conferring  the  several  degrees 
in  symbolic  Masonry  upon  any  applicant  who  is  habitually  intoxicated, 
or  who  makes  it  his  business  to  manu&cture  [ardent  spbrits]  or  sell  the 
same,  to  be  used  as  a  beverage. 

Resolved,  That  every  Master  Mason,  member  of  a  subordinate 
Lodge,  or  now  affiliating  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Lodge,  who  is 
in  the  practice  of  habitual  intoxication,  or  engaged  in  the  manuftcture 
or  sale  of  spirituous  liquors,  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  as  a  business, 
shall,  upon  charges  being  preferred  and  sustained,  for  the  first  ofienoe, 
be  reprimanded  in  open  Lodge,  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  and  for  the 
second  offence,  suspended  or  expelled,  as  a  majority  of  the  members 
present  in  their  judgment  may  determine." 

Grand  Master  Swigert,  of  Kentucky,  decided  that  *  *  intemperance 
in  Masonry  is  immorality,  and  must  be  treated  as  such." 
•  Grand  Master  Hutohinson,  of  Khode  Island,  suggests  as  a  rule  to 
guide  a  man  in  balloting,  '*  to  admit  no  one  into  the  Lodge  that  we 
would  not  be  pleased  to  admit  into  our  families."  And  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland  subscribes  to  this  wholesome  counsel. 

The  New  Jersey  committee  significantly  ask,  "  Shall  we  have  the 
finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  us,  for  keeping  in  our  honorable  Order  such 
men?" 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  has — 

Resolved,  That  intemperance  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks,  is  an 
infraction  of  Masonic  obligation,  and  is  a  good  and  legitimate  cause  of 
discipline,  and  should  be  punished  as  other  offences." 

A  great  many  of  the  Grand  Masters  are  very  emphatic  against 
drunkeoness,  idleness,  profanity,  dishonesty  and  gambling. 

(to  BS  CONTINUBD  ) 
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GILES   FONDA    YATES.« 


This  distinguished  Mason  has  gone  to  his  hat  home.     On  Thnn- 

day.  Dee.  I5th,  there  gathered  around  his  coffin,  friends  who  had  known 

and  loved  him  in  life,  to  pay  the  kut  tribute  of  respect  which  man  can 

pay  his  fellow.     He  has  lived  long  and  well,  and  died  as  a  Mason 

should  die,  in  humble  trust  in  the  great  Master,  and  in  the  hope  of  a 

blissful  immortality.     There  are  many,  who  walked  with  him,  the 

Mosaic  pavement,  to  regret  his  loss ;  none  to  cast  a  stigma  on  his 

memory.     He  was  emphatically  the  man  to  be  respected  and  loved. 

His  kind  and  g^tle  temper,  his  courteous  and  afiable  deportment,  won 

the  hearts  of  all  who  associated  with  him.     The  unkind*  word  or  harsh 

rebidce  never  came  from  his  lips.     Conscious  himself  of  the  weakness 

pf  human  nature,'  as  eveiy  true  man  is,  he  could  find  something  to 

praise  where  others  were  lavish  of  censure.     "  I  am  not  fit,  myself,  to 

judge  another,"  were  the  ready  words,  when  objurgation  and  reproach 

came  fiN>m  other  lips.     The  teachings  at  the  altar,  to  cast  the  mantle 

of  charity  over  the  erring,  had  made  a  deep  and  abiding  impression 

upon  him. 

As  a  Masonic  writer,  Bro.  Yates  held  a  high  rank.  His  style  was 
terse  and  concise,  rather  calculated  to  induce  in  the  reader  reflection, 
and  elicit  mind,  than  to  produce  superficial  admiration.  The  short 
poems  which  he  has  left,  are  remarkably  characteristic,  in  this  respect. 
They  are  deficient  in  musical  rythm,  but  filled  with  sparkling  gems  of 
thought — all  his  productions  show  the  pen  of  the  scholar,  who  had  drank 
from  the  wells  of  English  undefiled.  The  subjects  on  which,  in  later 
years,  especially,  he  delighted  to  write,  were  abstruse,  and  therefore, 
not  adapted  to  the  capacity  of  the  many.  In  early  years,  we  believe, 
he  had  been  a  contributor  to  the  light  literature  of  the  day,  and  doubt- 
less excelled,  for  he  possessed  a  vivid  imagination  and  a  refined  taste. 

The  Masonic  &me  of  Bro.  Yates  rested  principally  on  his  antiqua- 
rian knowledge.  In  this  field  he  had  no  rival.  It  was  the  passion  of 
his  later  life  to  dig  deep  down,  and  bring  up  rich  ore,  which  he  mould- 
ed into  massive  forms.  To  Ineffable  Mascmiy,  as  illustrating  the  his- 
tory and  philosophy  of  the  Order,  developing  its  symbolism,  and  thus 
strengthening  its  columns,  he  devoted  years  of  study  and  research. 
To  his  indefatigable  industry  and  patient  care,  Ineffable  Masons,  in 
this  section  of  the  country,  are  indebted  for  the  prominent  position 

*  From  the  Minor  and  KeyitoiM. 
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tbey  now  occupy.  He  contended  for  years  agabst  what  appeared  in- 
superable  difficulties,  until  success  crowned  his  efforts,  and  the  old 
man's  eyes  were  blessed  with  the  sight  of  what  his  imagination  had 
often  pictured,  a  fitting  home  for  his  cherished  branch  of  the  Order. 
He  had  stood  almost  alone,  quite  alone  in  earnest  feeling;  he  had 
been  called  the  wild  enthusiast ;  he  had  been  regarded  by  some  (how 
little  they  knew  the  man,)  as  a  disturber  of  the  harmony  of  Masoniy, 
yet  he  turned  neither  to  the  right  or  the  left,  but  kept  steadily  in  his 
path,  until  wearied,  but  not  disheartened,  he  reached  the  goal.  He 
was  no  disorganizes  The  yery  character  of  the  man  forbade  it  His 
love  for  Masonry,  in  its  antiquity  and  purity,  forbade  it  His  brilliant 
intellect  comprehended,  in  all  its  fullness,  and  his  wanu  heart  felt  in 
all  its  fervor,  the  spirit  of  Masonry.  He  stood  upon  the  topmost  pin- 
nacle of  the  Temple,  and  his  vision  rested  on  battlement,  column,  and 
pavement.  He  was  indeed,  a  "  Master  in  Israel,"  and  to  the  law, 
not  in  part,  but  in  whole,  did  he  render  obedience. 

Had  he  lived  a  little  longer,  he  would  have  left  to  Ineffiible  Ma- 
sonry a  rich  legacy.  He  had  been  gleaning  for  many  years  material 
for  a  Manual.  It  would  have  comprised  ail  that  an  Ineffable  Mason 
can  want ;  history,  philosophy  and  work.  He  had  just  prepared  to  put 
the  matter  in  shape,  when  the  summons  came.  He  had  long  before 
received  the  **  token  "  that  the  golden  bowl  would  soon  be  broken,  and 
that  he  must  be  prepared  for  the  coming  of  the  *' messenger,"  for 
trouble  had  pressed  heavily  upon  him,  and  sickness  had  weakened  his 
frame ;  still  he  hoped  and  prayed  that  his  life  might  linger  on,  until 
life's  work  was  completed. 

He  worked  while  the  day  lasted,  but  the  Master  saw  fit  to  hasten 
the  shadows  of  the  night,  and  we  fear  the  designs  upon  the  trestle- 
board  will  never  be  completed.  None  who  sat  at  his  feet  can  wield 
his  pencil. 

Bro.  Yates,  in  civil  life,  had  held  high  positions.  He  was  for  many 
years  Surrogate  of  his  county  (Schenectady),  and  as  Editor  of  a  lead- 
ing paper,  exerted  great  influence  in  his  district.  But  he  desired  to 
be  known  as  a  Mason.  He  eared  but  little  for  worldly  honors.  He 
disliked  the  glitter  of  show,  and  the  pomp  of  fashion.  His  aim  was, 
what  should  be  the  aim  of  every  true  man  and  Mason,  a  life  of  truth 
and  virtue.  He  was  not  righteous  in  his  own  eyes,  but  God-fearing 
and  God-serving,  he  passed  from  time  to  eternity. 
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THE   FLEETING   Y£ARS.« 


19a  Vra.  9.  0.  9li8<* 

The  fleeting  years  that  glide  away 

Upon  oblivion's  wave, 
Oft  drop  a  wreath  of  heaven-bom  bloom, 

To  beautify  the  grave ; 
So  with  oar  hearts  fond  memory  will 

Keep  green  this  festal  night, 
And  in  the  midst  of  coming  cares, 

Entrance  as  with  delight. 

The  year  that 's  past  Jias  had  a  clond 

Of  glory  o'er  it  shed ; 
A  thousand  flowers  have  sprang  to  life, 

To  elegize  the  dead. 
Our  temj^e,  with  a  friendly  hand, 

Receives  as  to  delight ; 
And  after  days  will  fond  recall 

The  pleasures  of  this  night. 

Abound  are  set  our  Brethren  staunch, 

In  love-responding  bands ; 
For  where  the  square  and  compass  gleam, 

Hands  cling  to  brother  hands. 
And  where  the  ever^leepless  Eye 

Beams  on  with  radiance  bright. 
Each  present  Mason  will  remind 

The  pleasures  of  this  night. 

The  sun  is  dawning  in  the  East — 

His  beams  shoot  to  the  West ; 
A  star  is  glimmering  in  the  sky 

Above  the  Mason^  crest. 
Soon  fail  will  feuds,  fierce  warfare's  dang 

Will  cease  the  ear  to  fright ; 
But  brother  bands  will  join  our  hearts. 

As  joined  are  ours  to  night. 

Old  Time  his  watches  still  will  ring, 

Till  days  and  years  are  gone ;  ^ 

Aad  humble  suppliants  wo  will  kneel 

Before  our  Master's  throne. 
As  through  the  lone  and  dangerous  vale 

We  stumble  without  light. 
Our  eyes  will  hail  the  glorious  beams 

Wblch  pierce  that  dreary  night. 

And  when  our  work  and  warfare 's  o'er. 

Oh,  may  the  light  of  heaven 
A  halo  shed  around  the  path 

Lost  in  the  mists  of  even ! 
So  that,  when  to  our  Master  boand. 

Our  labors  for  requite, 
We  may,  within  the  Lodge  on  high, 

Foiget  death's  gloomy  night  1 


*  From  the  London  FreemMoni^  Magailiie. 
17— VOL.  V.      NO.  YI. 
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PROFANITY. 


(ExtE»et  from  an  Addreis  of  Bio.  T.  J.  OoiMir.] 


Thebb  is  one  vice,  tbd  practice  of  which,  by  members  of  our  Order, 
brings  more  dishonor  and  just  censure  upon  us  than  any  other — and 
that  is,  Profanity.  This  disgusting  habit  is  too  shamefully  prevalent 
among  mei:^  calling  themselves  Masons — caUxng  themselves  Masons,  I 
say — ^fbr  no  man  who  is  addicted  to  this  sin,  and  who  habitually  prac- 
tices it,  is  a  Mason  in  his  heart.  The  profiine  swearer  has  never  properly 
felt  and  appreciated  th6  force  of'the  obligations  resting  upon  him ;  nor 
has  he  ever  had  his  soul  illumined  by  the  pure  light  that  emanates  from 
Masoniy;  for  if  he  had,  he  would  forsake  his  evil  ways.  How  terrible 
it  is  to  hear  oaths  and  imprecations  from  one  who  professes  to  pat  his 
trust  in  that  God  who  has  said,  "I  will  not  hold  him  guiltless  that  tak- 
eth  my  name  in  vain" — and  who  has  declared  that  he  takes  the  Holy 
Bible  to  be  the  rule  and  guide  of  his  £siith  and  practice — ^who  has  been 
solemnly  instructed  never  to  speak  the  name  of  the  Deity  but  with  that 
reverence  due  from  a  creature  to  his  Creator — ^and  who  has  been  taught 
that  before  Him  we  should  all  bow  with  reverence,  worship  and  adora- 
tion !  How  shocking  it  is  to  hear  such  an  one  pro&ne  that  great,  mighty 
and  terrible  name — ^that  name  above  all  other  names — ^the  name  of  Him 
who  is  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords — ^from  whom,  and  by  whom, 
all  things  exist,  and  to  whom  all  things  are  in  subjection ;  and  before 
whose  awful  majesty,  kingdoms,  and  principalities  and  powers  sink  into 
utter  insignificance.  How  dreadful  it  is  to  hear  that  name  flippantly 
and  irreverently  spoken — and  to  hear  oaths  flowing  from  the  lips  of 
those  who  profess  to  trust  in  Ghxl,  that  make  the  hearers  shudder ! 

Think  of  this  matter,  brethren — ^think  seriously  of  it ;  and  if  any  of 
you  are  guilty  of  this  sinful  habit,  think  what  an  indignity  you  are  of- 
fering to  the  Supreme  Buler  of  Heaven  and  Barth — ^think  what  a  wrong 
you  are  committing  to  yourselves — ^think  what  an  incalculable  injury 
you  are  inflicting  upon  that  Institution  which  professes  to  make  its  fol- 
lowers good  men,  moral  men,  and  pure  men. 

For  other  sins  there  may  be  some  excuse  or  palliation,  which  ingen- 
ious sophistry  will  devise  to  satisfy  an  easy  conscienoe ;  but  for  this, 
there  can  be  none  whatever.  While  the  commission  of  other  sins  may 
bring  us  temporary  pleasure  or  supposed  benefitr-^while  fraud  and  dis. 
honesty  may  add  to  our  possessions,  and  deceit  may  shield  us  from  ex- 
posure and  punishment— profiinity  can  neither  add  to  our  store,  give  us 
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pleasure  or  secure  our  safety.    The  pro&ne  swearer  is  a  volanteer  in  an 
unholy  cause  who  serves  the  Devil  gratuitously. 

But,  debasing  and  self-degrading  as  this  habit  is,  yet  indulgence  in  it 
60  fiistens  it  upon  us  that  it  *'  grows  with  our  growth,  and  increases 
with  our  strength,"  until  it  gains  a  power  over  us  that  can  be  overcome 
only  by  the  most  determined  and  unremitting  exertions. 

"  Habits  are  soon  asBnmed ;  but  when  we  striye    ' 
To  strip  them  off,  't  is  being  flayed  alive.' ' 

Of  all  the  vices  of  which  men  are  guilty,  this  is  the  least  excusable. 
It  destroys  our  own  self-respect  and  deprives  us  of  the  respect  of 
others ;  it  places  us  on  a  level  with  the  lowest  of  the  low,  and  the  vilest 
of  the  vile,  for  it  is  the  vernacular  of  rogues  and  criminals.  It  renders 
us  unfit  to  mingle  with  the  pure  and  the  virtuous,  for  it  is  tabooed  and 
prohibited  in  all  respectable  society.  It  brings  down  upon  us  the  cen- 
sure and  reproach  of  all  right-minded  people,  and  subjects  us  to  the 
condemnation  of  eveiy  noble  and  upright  heart. 

No  man  living — ^not.  even  the  profane  swearer  himself-— dare  attempt 
to  justify  the  use  of  profanity,  for  no  justification  of  it  can  be  offered. 
No  man,  pretending  to  be  a  gentleman,  will  dare  to  swear  in  the  pres- 
ence of  refined  society.  And  yet  too  many,  who  refbdn  from  it  under 
such  circumstances,  will  at  other  times  interlard  their  conversation  with 
the  most  horrible  oaths  and  imprecations,  and  **  fall  to  cursing  like 
very  drabs  " — seeming  to  forget  that  there  is  an  all-seemg  Eye,  from 
whose  vision  wo  can  never  escape. 

No  one,  except  in  the  ravings  of  the  wildest  delirium,  when-  reason 
has  abdicated  her  throne,  would  curse  and  swear  upon  his  death-bed. 
And  yet,  when  we  consider  the  uncertainty  of  human  life,  we  know 
not  how  near  the  grave  we  may  be  at  this  very  moment— one  step  more 
may  land  us  in  eternity. 

"  'T  is  a  stem  and  startling  thing  to  think 
How  often  mortality  stands  on  the  brink 

Of  its  grare,  without  any  misgiving  : 
And  yet  in  this  slippery  world  of  strife, 
In  the  stir  of  human  bastle  so  rife. 
There  are  daily  sounds  to  tell  us  that  Life 

Is  dying,  and  Death  is  Hying." 

We  should  at  all  times  so  live,  as  to  be  prepared  to  answer  that  sum- 
mons, which  must  sooner  or  later  come  to  all  of  us,  to  appear  before  the 
Judge  of  the  world,  to  answer  for  deeds  done  in  the  body.  If  we  will 
but  keep  our  hearts  pure,  and  divest  our  minds  and  consciences  of  those 
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vices  which  woald  degrade  and  debase  us,  then  will  we  be  ready  to  an- 
swer that  summons  with  alacrity,  and  to  "  weloome  the  grim  tyrant. 
Death,  and  receive  him  as  a  kind  messenger  sent  from  our  Supreme 
Gtand  Master,  to  translate  us  from  this  imperfect  to  that  all-perfect, 
glorious  and  celestial  Lodge,  where  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse presides." 

The  strongest  argument  that  can  be  used  against  Freemasonry — and 
the  only  tenable  one — ^is,  that  immoral  and  profiine  men  are  allowed  to 
remain  in  fellowship  and  communion  with  us.  It  is  an  argument  which 
cannot  be  refuted,  for  it  is  too  true.  This  should  not  be  the  case. 
Such  men  should  be  summarily  dealt  with.  Every  possible  eSbit 
should  be  made  to  reclaim  and  reform  them  by  reason,  persuasion  and 
entreaty;  but  these  efforts  failing,  we  should  at  once  get  rid  of  them  in 
the  quickest  and  most  effectual  manner  possible,  for  their  presence  is  an 
injury  and  danger  to  our  Order. 

Two  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States  have  issued  orders 
to  their  Subordinates  to  expel  from  membership  all  such  as  are  habitu- 
ally pro£me,  after  having  used  the  necessary  lenient  measures  to  cause 
a  reformation ;  and  it  would  be  well  indeed  if  all  the  other  Grand 
Iiodges  of  the  Union  would  follow  their  example. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Texas  has  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
which  entitles  the  Companions  of  that  Grand  Chapter  to  the  heartfelt 
gratitude  of  the  Craft :  ^'Resolved,  That  whereas  pro&ne  swearing, 
gambling  and  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  is,  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas,  declared  unmasonic,  therefore, 
all  Chapters  subordinate  to  this  Grand  Chapter  are  hereby  podtively 
instructed  not  to  confer  the  Chapter  degrees  upon  any  person  addicted 
to  either  of  these  vices,  he  or  they  being  unfit  material  for  the  Koyal 
Arch  Temple  whose  comer-stone  is  Morality^  as  taught  by  the  Holy 
Bible,  that  Great  Light  in  Masonry." 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  quote,  in  this  connection,  the  manly  words  of 
Bro.  Thos.  McCulloch,  M.  W.  G.  M.  of  Tennessee.  He  says:  "As 
members  of  the  Fraternity,  let  us  forever  aspire  to  the  standard  which 
Masonry  lifts  up  as  the  measure  of  moral  excellence  for  all  its  votaries. 
We  laud  our  Institution  as  a  school  of  morality  and  virtue,  and  claim 
to  be  the  Sons  of  Light )  but  others  will  judge  us  by  our  fruits,  not 
by  our  pretensions,  and  they  will  judge  Masonry  by  us,  not  by  what  we 
say  it  is,  nor  by  its  ritual,  ceremonies  and  symbols.  We  profess  a 
high  veneration  for  the  Supreme  Being,  and  for  that  omnific  word  by 
which  He  is  named.     A  Mason,  then,  cannot  take  His  name  in  vain 
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without  doing  violence  to  one  of  tbe  main  principles  of  the  Order.  In 
80  far  88  he  does  this,  he  is  false  to  himself  and  his  brethren ;  and  I 
wonld  sabmit  whether,  if,  after  soffioient  admonition,  there  be  no  refer 
mation,  he  should  not  be  put  on  trial  before  his  Lodge?" 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas  has  resolved,  '*  That  any  kind  of 
gambling,  profiine  swearing  and  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  is 
onmasonic,  and  that  such  as  are  guilty  of  this  unmasonic  conduct,  be 
subject  to  admonition,  suspension  or  expulsion."  In  reference  to  this 
resolution,  the  Ghrand  Master  says :  **  Let  the  world  see  that  we  retain 
no  gambler,  drunkard,  pro&ne  swearer  or  Sabbath-breaker  in  our  mem- 
bership. Carry  out  the  resolution  above  cited,  and  we  will  compel  tlie 
world  to  believe  that  no  man  can  be  a  Mason  but  a  gsntlxmak." 

Tbe  M.  Wa  Q.  M.  of  North  Carolina,  says :  "A  good  Mason's  heart 
sickens  and  sinks  within  him,  when  he  hears  a  Mason  takmg  the  name 
of  Qod  in  vain ;  when  hq  sees  him  plunging  into  the  deadly  hilarities 
of  the  intoxicating  wine-cup,  and  when  he  sees  him,  in  the  panoply  of 
a  just  and  upright  Mason,  at  the  gaming  table.  In  an  age  so  enlight- 
ened as  this,  with  a  code  of  moral  ethics  to  which  the  world  has  firee 
access,  it  would  be  regarded  as  ridiculous  mockezy  to  pretend  to  so 
much  morality,  if  it  is  to  be  disregarded  in  the  daily  practice  of  our 
lives." 

The  Ghrand  Lodges  of  Maryland  and  Oregon  have  resolved :  ''  That 
profane  swearing  is  a  vice  as  unbecoming  a  Freemason  as  a  Christian, 
and  that  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  Masters  and  members  of  Lodges  to 
exert  their  power  and  influence  for  its  suppression  among  the  Frater- 
nity, and  if  persisted  in,  the  offending  brother  should  be  subjected  to 
discipline." 

The  M.  W.  G.  M.  of  California,  says :  '*  It  would  seem  strange  that 
Masons  should  be  seen  reveling  in  riot  and  excess,  and  yet  they  are 
seen ;  but  strangest  of  all  would  it  seem  that  Masons  should  ever  be 
found  profane  to  that  degree  of  excess  that  would  make  a  novitiate  in 
impiety  blush,  and  yet  I^have  heard  that  august  name,  at  mention  of 
which  Archangels  bow  their  heads  and  the  powers  of  darkness  are 
seized  with  fear  and  trembling,  used  as  a  common  by-word,  and  often 
spoken  irreverently  by  those  who  are  expected  to  set  a  better  example, 
and  whose  almost  only  fiiult  is  sometimes  this !" 

Brother  Albert  G.  Mackey,  in  his  work  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 
speaks  thus  :  ''I  know,  indeed,  of  no  offence  more  directly  opposed  to 
the  whole  spirit  of  the  Institution;  than  a  profane  use  of  that  holy  name, 
which  is  the  most  important  feature  of  the  system  of  Masonry,  as  the 
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all-pervading  symbol  of  that  divine  tnith  which  it  is  the  professed  ob- 
ject of  every  Mason  to  discover.  Profiuiity  in  a  Mason,  therefore, 
while  it  is  an  insult  to  the  majesty  of  our  Maker,  is  also  an  iirever- 
enoe  for  the  religious  design  of  the  Masonic  Science,  and  as  such  is  a 
Masonic  crime." 

I  offer  no  apology  for  making  these  copious  extracts,  for  it  is  well  for 
us  to  know  what  the  Craft,  throughout  the  Union,  think  of  these  vices 
which  are  a  burning  shame  and  disgrace  to  our  Order ;  and,  particu- 
larly, the  crowning  vice  of  all — ^profanity.  Would  that  I  were  gifted 
with  the  irresbtible  force  of  eloquence,  and  the  persuasive  power  of  pa- 
thos, that  I  might  speak  to  you  on  this  subject  in  ''  thoughts  that 
breathe  and  words  that  bum."  Would  that  I  could  speak  glowing 
words  of  force  and  power,  that  would  sink  deep  into  your  hearts,  for 
this  is  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  all  of  us  who  love  our 
Institution,  and  who  wish  to  see  her  prosperity  sustained  and  her  use- 
fulness extended.  If  any  of  you,  Brethren,  are  addicted  to  this  defiling 
and  disreputable  habit,  at  once  cease  it  For  your  own  sake,  that  you 
may  preserve  your  self-respect  and  the  dignity  of  your  character  and 
professions ;  for  the  sake  of  your  brethren,  that  they  may  not  be  un- 
justly censured  on  account  of  their  association  with  you ;  for  the  sake 
of  our  beloved  Order,  that  it  may  be  preserved  in  its  beauty  and  puri- 
ty, I  pray  and  beseech  you,  by  evezy  argument  that  would  appeal  to 
the  noble  feelings  and  generous  impulses  of  your  natures,  abandon,  at 
once  and  forever,  renounce  and  abandon  this  accureed  vice,  which  is 
condemned  by  God  and  man  I 
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D^  If  the  present  Grand  Master  shall  consent  to  continue  a  second 
year,  then  one  of  the  Grand  Lodge  deputed  for  that  purpose,  shall 
represent  to  all  the  brethren,  his  Worship's  good  government,  etc.,  and 
turning  to  him,  shall,  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  humbly  request 
him  to  do  the  Fraternity  the  great  honor,  if  nobly  bom,  if  not,  the 
great  kindness,  of  continuing  to  be  their  Grand  Master  for  the  year 
ensuing ;  and  his  Worship  declaring  his  consent  thereto,  in  manner  he 
thinks  proper,  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  thrice  proclaim  him  aloud — 
Grand  Master  of  Masons. 

All  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  salute  him  in  due  form, 
according  to  the  ancient  and  laudable  customs  of  Freemasons. — Ancient 
ConsiiiuUonB. 
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INTERESTING   PERSONAL   NARRATION.* 


Addison,  Vt,  Dec.  2nd,  1859. 
C.  W.  MoosB — Dear  Brother:  When  the  Chief  Captain  was  about 
to  send  Paul  to  Felix,  the  Oovemor,  by  night,  on  a  plea  of  heresy,  he 
i^rote  a  short  epistle  to  Felix,  Acts  23 :  26.  In  imitation  of  Bible 
practice,  (as  we  are  strangers)  I  thought  that  I  would  sketch  a  few 
lines,  giving  a  short  history  of  my  Masonic  pilgrimage.  I  am  now  in 
ny  79th  year.  In  1810,  April  5th,  I  first  passed  the  threshold  of  a 
Masonic  Lodge,  Morning  Sun,  No.  18,  Bridgeport,  Vt,  but  which, 
since  the  anti-masonic  whirlwind  has  passed,  stands  on  the  Grand  Lodge 
Tecords  No.  5.  In  1811,  Feb.  14th,  I  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Addison.  Some  eighteen  months  after  there  was  a  labor  taken  up  by 
the  Church  with  me^  for  attending  a  Lodge  of  Masons,  which  continued 
some  six  months,  and  was  mutually  referred  to  a  Council  of  six  church- 
es, thi^  of  whose  pastors  were  Masons,  viz :  Elder  Leland,  of  Chester, 
Elder  Oreen  of  Cornwall,  and  Elder  Starkweather,  of  Bridgeport. 
Said  Council  convened  at  Addison,  and  after  hearing  the  case,  made 
out  a  resolution  by  way  of  advice  to  the  parties,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  the  Church  ought  to  have  notified  Bro.  Whitford  of  their 
views  in  relation  to  Masonry  at  the  time  of  his  joining  said  Church ; 
and  that  they  ought  to  confess  their  fault,  and  treat  his  case  tenderly 
under  existing  circumstances,  and  that  Bro.  Whitford  would  do  well 
not  to  attend  the  Lodge  frequently,  to  the  grief  of  the  Brethren.  In 
compliance  with  said  advice,  the  Church  made  a  formal  confession, 
which  was  handed  me  by  the  Clerk.  I  also  made  out  a  writing  to  the 
Church,  stating  that,  for  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Church,  I  would 
attend  the  Lodge  less  frequently  or  occasionally  as  circumstances  should 
seem  to  require ;  but  that  not  being  satis&ctory,  in  due  time  I  was  ex- 
cluded. About  two  years  after,  the  Church  was  desirous  that  I  should 
take  up  my  travel  with  them,  and  proposed,  that  if  I  would  take  the 
ground  which  I  had  offered,  and  they  had  rejected  at  the  time  of  the 
Council,  they  would  be  happy  to  receive  me ;  to  which  I  assented. 
We  then  travelled  in  harmony,  until  the  Morgan  troubles  spread 
through  the  country,  when  a  complaint  was  brought  (by  a  member) 
against  the  Church  for  fellowshipng  Freemasonry,  to  which  the  Church 
plead  not  guilty.  The  member  then  said  that  the  Church  had  three  or 
four  members  who  were  Masons  and  attended  the  Lodge,  which 
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amounted  to  the  same  thing  as  fellowshiping  the  Institation ;  upon 
which  I  arose  and  inquired  of  the  Church,  what  course  would  be  neoea- 
sary  for  those  of  us  to  take,  who  were  Masons,  in  order  to  give  satis- 
fection,  and  have  peace  in  the  Church.  The  Clerk  rose  and  said,  the 
time  had  been  when  a  discontinuance  to  meet  with  the  Lodges  would 
have  been  satis&ctoiy,  but  that  time  had  passed  by,  there  must  be  a 
deeper  work  now,  for  QoA  in  his  Providence  had  brought  to  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  nothing  short  of  renouncing  and  de- 
nouncing Masonry,  would  give  satisfaction.  The  labors  with  us  were 
soon  disposed  of.  Three  of  us  (Masons)  were  excluded  from  the 
Church — ^two  of  whom  were  afterward  restored,  within  two  or  three 
years.  I  remained  seven  years,  when  a  committee  of  ten  or  twelve 
called  on  me,  and  wished  me  take  my  place  in  the  Church  again, 
without  denouncing  or  revealing  any  of  the  secrets  of  Masonry ;  I 
might  enjoy  my  own  opinion,  relative  to  the  merits  of  the  Institution 
unmolested. 

The  Lodges  having  at  this  time  suspended  their  labors  generally 
through  all  this  section  (as  will  long  be  rem^nbered,)  I  finally  took 
my  place  in  the  Church  (without  much  healing.^  la  1845,  I  was 
again  excluded,  with  about  twenty  other  members,  for  believing  that 
our  Savior  was  soon  coming,  to  set  up  his  everlasting  kingdom,  "  when 
the  kingdom,  and  the  greatness  thereof  under  the  whole  Heavens,  shall 
be  given  to  the  Saint»  of  the  Most  High,  and  they  shall  take  the  king- 
dom and  possess  it  forever,  even  forever  and  ever." 

We  have  since  built  a  Chapel  where  we  enjoy  religious  privileges, 
under  the  labors  of  Bro.  D.  T.  Boss.  Our  present  number  is  about 
forty  members. 

I  have  recently  had  a  grandson  join  the  Lodge.  I  attended  at  his 
initiation  and  raising  in  November  last,  at  which  time,  by  permission  of 
the  W.  M.,  I  read  the  following,  composed  by  me  for  the  occasion,  on 
taking  my  leave  :- 

Farewell,  my  dear  Brethren — I  bid  you  adieu, 
Most  fifty  loDg  years  I  have  labored  with  yon, 
And  now  I  've  a  grandson,  to  fill  np  my  place ; 
*  I  hope  that  his  labors  will  prove  no  disgrace. 

Hy  age  doth  admonish,  that  I  soon  must  go, 

And  sever  all  ties  that  are  formed  here  below; 

Though  strong  they  have  bound  me  to  friends  near  my  heart. 

But  death  will  dissolve  them,  and  I  must  depart. 
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Bat  Faith  may  look  forward  to  that  glorious  day, 
When  all  earUilj  things  shall  hare  passed  away, 
And  join  with  fresh  vigor  in  labors  of  love, 
In  mansions  prepared  hy  the  Master  above. 

Then  may  yoa  be  fiuthfnl,  and  work  by  the  sqoare, 

The  compass,  and  gavel,  that  yon  may  be  there, 

And  enter  the  Lodge  that  is  boilt  withoat  hands. 

When  the  Sovereign  Grand  Master  shall  send  his  commands. 

Then  let  all  your  service  be  mingled  with  love, 
By  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity.    Thus  you  will  prove, 
Yonr  labor  has  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord, 
For  glory  and  hpnor  will  be  your  reward. 

In  reply  to  the  foregoing  lines,  tbe  Senior  Warden  introduced  a  Res- 
olution, to  have  them  put  on  the  Records  of  the  Lodge,  and  read  at 
iheir  annual  election  of  officers  yearly.  A  compliment  for  which  I  feel 
Yeiy  unworthy.  Wm.  WrarroBD. 


>♦»  ^ 


PRESENTATION  OF  A  JEWEL  TO  BRO.  ANDREW  MASON. 


Not  long  since  a  beautiful  P.  M.'s  Jewel  was  presented  to  Bro. 
Mason,  W.  M.  of  William  B.  Warren  Lodge,  by  tbe  Senior  Warden, 
in  behalf  of  tbe  Lodge.     We  publish,  by  request,  his  remarks. 

WoBSHiPFUL  Master: 

In  behalf  of  the  members  of  William  B.  Warren  Lodge,  I 
have  the  honor  and  sincere  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  a  token  of 
their  sincere  and  fraternal  regard  for  you  as  a  Muon,  as  a  man,  and 
as  a  citizen. 

As  a  Mason,  because  of  your  skill  and  devotion  in  the  just  work  of 
our  time-honored  Institution ;  and  through  that  devotion  and  skill  at 
your  hands,  I  believe,  Sir,  that  it  is  generally  conceded  that  William 
B.  Warren  Lodge  takes  rank  among  the  best  for  good  work  and  general 
harmony  amongst  its  members. 

As  a  man,  because  of  your  goodness  and  kindness  of  heart,  always 
ready  to  stretch  forth  a  helping  hand  to  the  suffering  and  distressed 
portion  of  mankind — benevolent  and  charitable,  even  to  a  fault 

As  a  citizen,  because  of  your  daily  walk  and  general  affitbilitj,  you 
have  well  earned  the  approbation  of  a  scanning  community. 
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May  joa  wear  this  bumble  token  of  frateinal  regard,  of  these  your 
Bretbren,  with  honor  to  yourself  and  honor  to  the  donors ;  that  in  the 
decline  of  life,  and  in  after  years,  when  the  last  stroke  of  the  Grrand 
Master  of  the  Universe  shall  have  been  by  you  heard,  may  you  be 
the  recipient  of  happy  smiles  from  those  who  legally  constitute  the 
Orand  Lodge  above,  then  may  those  who  were  your  most  intimate  and 
dearest  of  friends  and  relatives,  reflect  with  feelings  of  joy  to.  this 
token  of  the  esteem  with  which  you  were  held  by  the  members  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Warren  Lodge,  in  days  past  and  gone. 

I  now.  Sir,  have  the  pleasure  of  investing  you  with  this  Jewel,  as 
present  and  Past  Master  of  William  B.  Warren  Lodge.  Long  may 
you  live  to  wear  it,  and  be  happy,  thus  honored  and  respected  by  us  all. 


MUST   A   BROTHER   BE   A   WARDEN    BEFORE   HE    CAN   BE 
ELECTED    AND    SERVE   AS    MASTER? 


We  give  below  an  extract  from  a  report  made  by  a  committee  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island,  and  which  was  adopted.  It  will  be 
seen  that  that  Orand  Body  differs  in  opinion  with  almost  all,  if  not  all, 
the  other  Orand  Lodges  in  the  country. 

Your  committee  assumed  the  stations  of  the  officers,  and  called 
upon  the  members  of  the  Lodge  to  state  the  cause  which  has  led  to 
the  present  unpleasant  state  of  their  affairs.  When  we  found  that  it 
arose  entirely  from  the  election  of  their  present  Master  over  their  for* 
mer,  and  from  a  misconstruction  of  one  of  the  ancient  regulations, 
where  it  says,  **  no  Mason  can  be  a  Warden  until  he  has  passed  the 
part  of  a  Fellow  Craft,  nor  a  Master  until  he  has  acted  as  Warden." 

This  is  sound  doctrine,  but  like  many  other  doctrines  equally  sound, 
it  is  now-a-days  differently  understood,  some  contending  that  a 
Mason  must  have  terved  as  a  Warden  before  he  can  be  elected  Master 
of  a  Lodffe,  while  others  take  the  view  which  this  Orand  Lodge  has 
always  held,  and  acted  upon,  namely,  that  the  candidate  must  be  a 
Fellow  Craft  before  be  can  be  entitled  to  the  degree  of  Master,  and 
roust  "act'*  (not  serve)  as  Warden  before  he  can  be  permitted  to  see 
the  beauties  of  that  sublime  degree. 

This  your  committee  believe  is  the  true  intent  and  meanine  of  the 
regulation.  If  it  had  meant  that  every  person  to  be  elected  master  of 
a  Lodge,  must  previously  have  been  elected  and  served  as  Warden,  in 
order  to  be  eligible  for  Master,  it  would  have  been  more  explidt,  and 
have  made  provision  for  organizing  a  Lodge,  when  there  was  no  Wa^ 
dens  from  whom  to  select  the  Master,  as  in  the  case  of  a  new  Lodge ; 
or  oUier  contingencies  which  might  arise. 
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Your  oommittee  are,  therefore,  satisfied  that  th6  above  construotion 
which  has  always  been  held  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  is  the  correct  one, 
and  the  most  proper  for  her  in  fotore  to  pursae. 

We  endeavored  to  convince  the  minority  that  their  Master  was  legally 
elected  according  to  the  regolations  of  this  Orand  Lodge,  and  duly 
installed  agreeably  to  the  "  Ancient  Beeulations,"  that  there  was  no 
way  in  which  it  could  be  set  aside ;  and  that  it  was  now  their  duty  to 
submit  to  the  majority  of  their  Lodge  and  the  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  but  they  declare  that  nothing  will  satisfy  them  unless  the  Grand 
Lodge  sets  aside  the  election  as  illegal  and  void  ;  and  that  unless  this 
is  done,  no  additions  shall  be  made  to  Franklin  Lodge  while  the  pres- 
ent Master  holds  the  chair.  The  minority  had  also  several  other  com- 
plaints, but  all  arising  from  this  same  trouble.  We  consider  them, 
however,  too  frivolous  and  personal  to  merit  any  further  notice  in  this 
report. 

We  deeply  regret  that  our  labors  have  not  been  more  successful, 
but  when  we  were  met  with  the  positive  assurance  that  nothing  would 
satisfy  the  minority  except  the  performance  of  an  act,  which  would 
unseat  half  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  declare  much  of 
the  Masonic  work  done,  within  this  jurisdiction  for  the  past  sixty-eight 
years  clandestine,  we  found  that  further  efforts  would  be  useless  and 
unavailing. 

With  regard  to  taking  away  their  Charter  if  unable  to  settle  the 
difficulties,  your  committee  consider  it  would  be  unjust,  as  we  found  a 
decided  majority  of  the  Lodge  willing  to  conform  to  every  requirement 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  expressed  a  willingness,  if  the  committee  so 
decided,  to  give  up  their  offices  and  cheerfully  assume  any  place,  to 
restore  harmony  in  the  Lodge.  Your  committee  would  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  followuig  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  the  present  Worshipftil  Master  of  Franklin 
Lodge  No.  20,  the  said  Lodge  conformed  to  the  practice  in  this  jurisdiction  for 
a  lone  term  of  years,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  good  and  snffident  reason 
why  uie  said  practice  should  at  the  present  time  be  aeparted  from  or  the  said 
election  set  aside. 


S^  You  are  cautiously  to  examine  him,  [strange  Brother,]  in  such 
a  method  as  prudence  shall  direct  you,  that  you  may  not  be  imposed 
upon  by  an  ignorant  folse  pretender,  whom  you  are  to  reject  with  con- 
tempt and  derision,  and  beware  of  giving  him  any  hinte  of  knowledge. 

But  if  you  discover  him  to  be  a  true  and  genuine  Brother,  you  are 
to  respect  him  accordingly ;  and  if  he  is  in  want,  you  must  relieve 
him  if  you  can,  or  else  direct  him  how  he  may  be  relieved.  You  must 
employ  him  some  days,  or  else  recommend  him  to  be  employed.  But 
you  are  not  charged  to  do  beyond  your  ability,  only  to  prefer  a  poor 
Brother,  that  is  a  good  man  and  true,  before  any  other  poor  people  in 
the  same  circumstances. — Ancient  Oanstituiians. 
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ALEXANDEB  DUNLAP. 


Thb  most  fitting  notice  that  oan  be  given  of  Past  Ghnnd  Masker 
Danlap,*  is  from  the  pen  of  Past  Ghrand  Master  Warren,  in  his  Address 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  Grand  Master,  in  1854. 

But,  mj  Brethren,  although  our  cup  of  blesangs  has  been  filled  to 
the  brim,  it  has  had  some  drops  of  mingled  sorrow.  It  becomes  my 
melancholy  duty  to  announce  to  you,  that  our  Body  has  lost  two  of  its 
pillars  in  the  deaths  of  our  two  Past  Grand  Masters,  Alexander  Dun- 
tap,  of  Jacksonville,  and  Nelson  D.  Morse,  of  Henderson,  Knox 
county.  With  Bro.  Dunlap  I  was  intimately  associated,  for  near  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  It  was  in  his  room,  and  in  his  presence,  that 
the  first  pen  was  put  to  paper  towards  the  organization  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.  It  was  then  that  the  ball  was  put  in  motion.  Little  did  the 
two  mdividuals  who  started  the  enterpnze  anticipate  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  they  were  then  endeavoring  to  establish  would,  in  the  short 
space  of  fourteen  years,  number,  under  its  jurisdiction,  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  subordinate  Lodges,  with  some  5,500  members ;  but 
such  has  been  the  resjilt,  and  long  may  it  continue  to  grow  in  numbers 
and  in  usefulness. 

Bro.  Dunlap  departed  this  life  at  the  residence  of  his  nephew,  CoL 
James  Dunlap,  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  10th  day  of  November  last,  in 
the  6dth  year  of  his  age.  Major  Dunlap  was  bom  in  Fayette  county, 
Kentucky.  In  the  war  of  1812  he  volunteered  as  a  private,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Dudley's  defeat,  in  which  battle  he  distinguished  him- 
self  in  protecting  the  wounded  from  the  soalping-knife  of  the  savage, 
and  would  have  paid  the  penalty  with  his  own  life,  if  he  had  not  been 
recognized  as  a  Mason  by  a  British  officer.  He  was  afterwards  in  the 
battle  of  the  Thames,  and  for  honorable  conduct  on  that  occasion,  was 
made  Captain  in  the  U.  S.  Army.  He  served  through  the  Greek  war, 
and  for  some  time  was  a  member  of  Gen.  Jackson's  military  family. 
He  was  present  and  saw  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister. 
He  was  appointed  a  Major  in  the  United  States  Army  by  President 
Folk ;  served  with  Gen.  Scott  in  Mexico ;  and  was  present  and  assisted 
in  the  reducing  of  Vera  Cruz ;  and  was  in  several  other  engagements 
during  the  war. 

As  early  as  the  year  1831,  he  removed  to  Jacksonville,  and  was 
elected  Sheriff  of  Morgan  county  on  several  occasions. 

At  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  elected  Grand 
Treasurer;  at  the  subsequent  sessions  of  1840  and  1841,  he  was 
elected  Grand  Senior  Wwien ;  in  1842  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  Grand  Master  in  1843. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  unshaken 
firmness,  probity  and  fidelity.    No  man  had  warmer  or  more  devoted 

•  Of  lUlnolB. 
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friends ;  and  no  man  deserved  them  more.  His  parse  was  ever  open 
to  the  calls  of  the  needy,  and  his  voioe  ever  ready  to  defend  the  inno- 
oent.  It  will  be  long  before  his  manly  form,  his  open  and  intelligent 
ooontenanoe,  will  be  forgotten  among  our  Brotherhood.  Requietcat  in 
pace: 

The  Grand  Lodge  dedicated  a  page  to  his  memory,  and  his  memory 
lives  in  the  hearts  of  all  his  early  associates  who  survive.  The  above 
tribute  to  his  memory  is  jost  what  might  be  expected  from  his  intimate 
friend,  Col.  Warren. 

We  had  intended  to  give  a  biographical  sketch  of  the  life  of  P.  0.  M. 
Helm  in  this  number,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  the  information  de- 
nrable.     We  hope  to  present  it  in  our  next.  * 


*-»-«-•- 


REPUDIATION   OF  ARMS,  LEGS,  ETC.,  BY  CONNECTICUT. 


Wb  clip  from  the  New  York  Oourier  the  following  sensible  comments 
on  the  acts  of  our  Connecticut  Brethren  : 

At  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  held 
in  October,  1858,  the  Grand  Master  stated  that  the  following  question 
on  Masonic  polity  had  been  presented  to  kim,  but  which  he  referred, 
without  answer,  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence :  *'  Is  it  legal  to 
confer  the  degrees  of  Masonry  upon  a  man  who  has  one  artificial  leg 
which,  in  all  respects,  resembles  the  natural  one,  and  can  be  used  in 
all  the  positions  necessary  for  instruction  ?" 

That  Committee  gave  for  answer,  that  *'  the  prerequisites  "  were 
according  to  "  ancient  usage,"  and,  without  probably  intending  it,  left 
a  le^wsj  to  the  querists,  and  others,  who  know  not  what  ancient  usage 
was. .  If  some  addle-pated  innovator,  or  young  America  progfessive, 
had  attempted  to  treat  seriously  so  grave  a  question — so  well  known  a 
principle — ^we  should  not  have  been  surprised ;  but  when  the  venerable 
Grand  Secretary  of  Connecticut,  who,  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  has 
filled  that  position,  and  who,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Correspondence,  alludes  to  it,  and  says,  "  We  wish  some  of  the  wise 
men  in  the  East  of  our  Grand  Lodges  would  give  us  an  answer  ctccord- 
ing  to  laWy*^  we  are  utterly  astonished.  "  Is  it  legal  T'  is  the  question 
asked  ;  not,  does  it  accord  with  our  opinion  of  *'  ancient  usage  f  " 
continues  our  respected  Connecticut  Brother.  We  would  answer, 
that  according  to  ancient  usage,  it  must  be  leg^  to  be  legal,  or  it  is 
no  Masonry.  B.  W.  Bro.  Storer  writes,  ' '  If  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohi#has  a  law  requiring  the  candidate  to  be  in  possession  of  a  given 
number  of  legs  and  arms,  it  is  obviously  illegal  for  a  Lodge  in  that 
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jurisdiction  to  receive  a  candidate  who  has  not  those  appendages."  If 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  has,  as  she  and  all  others  onght  to  have, 
such  a  law,  we  are  glad  of  it — ^however  unnecessary  its  reiteration  may 
be — for  it  is  entirely  in  accordance  with  the  Ancient  Charge$^  or  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  Order,  upon  which  all  local  regulations,  etc., 
must  be  based,  if  we  would  preserve  our  claims  to  antiquity.  The  drd  of 
the  Ancient  Charges,  Edit.  1723,  says :  "  The  persons  admitted  members 
of  a  Lodge  must  be  good  and  true  men,  Free-born  and  of  discreet  and 
mature  Age,  no  Bondsmen,  no  Women,  no  immoral  or  scandalous  Men, 
but  of  good  Report."  The  4th  Charge  declares  that,  "No  Master 
should  take  an  Apprentice  unless  he  has  sufficient  Imployment  for  him, 
and  unless  he  be  a  perfect  youth,  having  no  Maim  or  Defect  in  his 
Body,  etc."  Notwithstanding  this  well  known,  and,  as  we  had  sup- 
posed, universal  law,  the  worthy  Grand  Secretary  of  Connecticut 
writes,  '*But,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  where  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  enacted  or  adopted  no  regulation  on  the  subject,  we  deem  it 
perfectly  legal  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Masonry  upon  any  man  who  is 
of  good  report  and  comes  well  recommended,  (provided  he  has  a  clear 
ballot,)  without  inquiring  into  the  number  of  his  arms  and  legs,  or  fingers 
and  toes.  If  the  possession  of  all  these  limbs  is  an  internal  qucdifica- 
tion,  then  no  man  should  be  made  a  Mason  without  them ;  but,  if  they 
are  merely  external,  then  '  Masonry  regards  no  man '  for  the  possession 
of  these."  Well,  we  would  here  say,  with  all  due  respect  for  our 
friends  in  the  land  of  steady  habits,  that  we  never  supposed  *'  arms  or 
legs  "  were  internal  qualifications,  but  we  did  imagine,  if  the  ancient 
usages  and  laws  were  permitted  to  prevail,  they  were,  as  externals,  ab- 
solutely indispensable,  and  Masonry  regards  only  those  who  have 
•*  possession  of  them."  Bro.  Storer,  however,  naively  remarks,  **If  a 
Mason,  who  was  properly  made,  and  has  been  properly  instructed,  is 
asked  where  he  was  first  prepared  to  be  made  a  mason,  we  should  not 
expect  to  hear  him  answer  that  it  was  in  his  right  arm,  or  his  left  leg, 
or  his  great  toe  !  If  a  man  is  *  every  wMt  whole, ^  in  mind,  in  heart, 
and  in  moral  character,  without  any  legs  but  wooden  ones,  he  will 
make  a  far  better  Mason  than  a  man  with  sound  Innbs  and  rottenness 
at  heart." 

We  always  heard  that  Connecticut  was  &mous  for  wooden  nutmegs 
and  basswood  hams,  but  we  really  never,  until  now,  imagined  that, 
however  good  the  former  might  be,  she  carried  her  speculations  so  far 
as  to  traffic  in  her  particular  specialties,  and  supposed  wooden  legs  or 
arms  could  be — ^with  the  Ancient  Charges  of  a  Mason  staring  them  in  the 
fioe— 60  construed  as  to  enable  the  fortunate  (or,  it  may  be^  unfortunate) 
possessor  of  suoh  appendages  to  be  deemed  '*  a  perfect  youth,  having  no 
maim  or  defect  in  his  hody,^^  Probably  our  Connecticut  friends  will 
tell  us  that  our  fundamental  laws  are  obsolete,  and  that  Bondsmen, 
•  Women,  or  immoral  and  scandalous  Men  can  be  made  Masons,  as  well 
as  the  maimed  and  deformed.  Brethren,  Brethren,  such  innovation  is 
treason.  * 
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HANNAH     ERWIN    ISRAEL.* 


A  MASOnO  ASIOMTS  OV  TO  BITOUOTIOV. 


IsBAEL  IsBAEL,  the  husband  of  this  lady,  was  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety.  His  residence  was  near  Wilmington,  Delaware.  On  a  visit 
to  his  mother's  dwelling,  he  found  it  in  possession  of  several  soldiers 
quartered  on  the  fiimily.  While  the  family  were  seated  at  supper,  the 
house  was  surrounded  and  Israel  taken  prisoner  as  a  rebel.  He  con- 
vinced them  of  their  error  by  saying  it  was  his  brother  Joseph ;  this 
was  done  merely  to  gain  time. 

Having  bid  adieu  to  his  family,  Mr.  Israel  set  fbrtF  on  his  journey 
homeward.  He  arrived  only  to  be  made  a  prisoner.  The  loyalist  who 
had  given  him  the  countersign,  had  betrayed  the  secret  of  his  expedi- 
tion. He  and  his  wife's  brother  were  immediately  seized  and  carried 
on  board  the  frigate  Roebuck,  lying  in  the  Delaware,  a  few  miles  from 
the  then  borough  of  Wilmington,  and  dupectly  opposite  his  fiirm,  in 
order  to  be  tried  as  spies. 

Being  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  position  of  Mr.  Israel, 
under  such  an  accusation,  was  extremely  critical.  On  board  the  ship 
he  was  treated  with  the  utmost  severity.  His  watch,  silver  shoe-buckles, 
and  various  articles  of  clothing,  were  taken  from  him;  his  bed  was 
a  coil  of  ropes  on  deck,  without  covering  from  the  bitter  cold  of  the 
night  air ;  and  to  all  appearanoes  his  &te  was  already  decided.  The 
testimony  of  his  tory  neighbors  was  strong  against  him.  Several  were 
ready  to  swear  to  the  feet,  that  while  the  loyal  population  of  the  country 
willingly  furnished  their  share  of  the  provisions  needed  by  the  ships  of 
war,  he  had  been  heard  to  say  repeatedly,  that  he  "  would  sooner  drive 
his  cattle  €u  a  present  to  General  Washington,  than  receive  thousands 
of  dollars  in  British  gold  for  them,^^ 

On  being  informed  of  this  speech,  the  commander  gave  orders  that  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  should  proceed  to  drive  the  rebel's  cattle,  then 
grazing  in  a  meadow  in  full  view,  down  to  the  river,  and  slaughter  them 
in  the  foce  of  the  prisoners. 

What,  meanwhile,  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the  young  wife, 
herself  about  to  become  a  mother,  when  her  husband  and  brother  were 
led  away  in  her  veiy  sight  ?  The  &rm  was  a  mile  or  more  from  the 
river ;  but  there  was  nothing  to  intercept  the  view,  the  ground  from  the 
meadow  sloping  down  to  the  water.     Mrs.  Israel  was  at  this  period 

*  From  Kfx0.  S.  7.  EUet^s  Herolo  Women  of  the  Berolutlon,  la  Oodej's  Lady's  Book. 
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about  nineteen  yean  of  age,  and  is  described  as  of  middle  height,  and 
sGght,  but  symmetrical  figare ;  of  fair  complexion,  with  clear  blue  eyes 
and  dark  hair ;  her  manners  modest  and  retiring.  She  was  devoted  to 
her  family  and  her  domestic  concerns.  It  needed  the  trying  scenes  by 
which  she  was  sarronnded,  to  develop  the  heroism  which,  in  times  mote 
peaceful,  might  have  been  unmarked  by  those  who  knew  her  most 
intimately. 

From  her  posidon  on  the  look  out,  she  saw  the  soldiers  land  finom  the 
ships,  shoulder  arms,  and  advance  toward  the  meadow.  In  an  instant 
she  divined  their  purpose,  and  her  resolution  was  taken.  With  a  boy 
eight  years  old,  whom  she  bade  £)llow  her  at  his  utmost  speed,  she 
started  off,  determined  to  baffle  the  enemy  and  save  the  cattle,  at  the 
peril  of  her  life.  Down  went  the  bars,  and  followed  by  the  litUe  boy, 
she  ran  to  drive  the  herd  to  the  open  lot.  The  soldiers  called  out  re- 
peatedly to  her  to  desist,  and  threatened,  if  she  did  not,  to  fire  on  her. 

"  Fire  away  I"  cried  the  heroic  woman.  They  fired !  The  baUs 
flew  thickly  around  her.  The  frightened  cattle  ran  in  every  direotian 
over  the  field. 

"  This  way  1"  she  called  to  the  boy,  nothing  daunted;  '*  this  way, 
Joe !    Head  them  there !    Stop  them,  Joe !    Do  not  let  one  escape !" 

And  not  one  did  escape  I  The  bullets  fired  by  the  cowardly  British 
soldiers  continued  to  whistle  around  her  person.  The  little  boy,  paral- 
yzed with  terror,  fell  to  the  ground.  She  seized  him  by  the  arm,  lifted 
him  over  the  fence,  and  herself  drove  the  cattle  into  the  barn-yard. 
The  assailants,  baffled  by  the  courage  of  a  woman,  and  probably  not 
daring,  for  fear  of  the  neighbors,  to  invade  the  farm-houses,  retraced 
their  steps,  and  returned  disappointed  to  the  ship. 

All  this  scene  passed  in  sight  of  the  officers  of  the  Roebuck  and  the 
two  prisoners.  The  agony  of  suspense  and  fear  endured  by  the  hus- 
band and  brother,  when  they  saw  the  danger  to  which  the  wife  exposed 
herself,  may  be  better  imagined  than  described.  It  may  also  be  con- 
ceived how  much  they  exulted  in  her  triumph. 

The  trial  was  held  on  board  the  ship.  The  tory  witnesses  were  exam- 
ined in  due  form ;  and  it  was  but  too  evident  that  the  lives  of  the  pris- 
oners were  in  great  danger.  A  kind-hearted  sailor  sought  an  opportu- 
nity of  speaking  in  private  with  Mr.  Israel,  and  asked  him  if  he  were 
a  Freemason,  The  answer  was  in  the  affirmative.  The  sailor  then 
informed  him  that  a  Lodge  was  held  on  shipboard,  and  the  offioers,  who 
belonged  to  it,  were  to  meet  that  night 

The  prisoners  were  called  up  before  theur  judges,  and  permitted  to 


THE   ASHLAB.  279 

answer  to  the  accusation  against  them.  Mr.  Israel,  in  bold  hot  respect- 
ful langaage,  related  his  story ;  and  acknowledged  his  secret  visit  to 
Philadelphia,  not  in  the  character  of  a  spy,  but  to  cany  relief  to  his 
suffering  parent  and  her  family.  He  also  acknowledged  having  said, 
as  was  testified,  that  "  he  would  rather  give  his  cattle  to  Washington, 
or  destroy  the  whole  herd,  than  sell  them  for  British  gold."  This  trait 
of  magnanimity  might  not  have  been  so  appreciated  by  the  enemies  of 
his  country,  as  to  operate  in  his  favor,  but  that,  watching  his  opportu- 
nity, he  made  to  the  commanding  officer  the  secret  sign  of  Masonic 
brotherhood.  The  effect  was  instantly  observable.  The  officer's  stem 
countenance  softened;  his  change  of  opinion  and  that  of  the  other  judges 
became  evident ;  and  after  some  further  examination,  the  court  was 
broken  up.  The  informants,  and  those  who  had  borne  testimony 
against  the  prisoners,  hung  their  heads  in  shame  at  the  severe  rebuke 
of  the  court  for  their  cowardly  conduct  in  betraying  and  preferring 
charges  against  an  honorable  man,  bound  on  a  mission  of  love  and  duty 
to  his  aged  mother.  The  acquitted  prisoners  were  dismissed,  loaded 
with  presents  of  pins,  handkerchiefs,  and  other  articles  not  to  be  pur^ 
chased  at  that  time,  for  the  intrepid  wife ;  and  were  sent  on  shore  in  a 
splendid  barge,  as  a  mark  of  special  honor  from  the  officer  in  command. 


•-•♦»- 


J.    M.    AUSTIN. 


James  McMurray  Austin,  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  was  bom  in  Salem,  Washington  county,  New  York,  November 
13th,  1813,  graduated  at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  in  1839,  and 
received  his  diploma  a^  M.  D.  from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in 

1843.  For  some  years  previous  to  his  removal  to  New  York  City,  in 
1853,  he  was  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Lansingburgh  and 
Waterfbrd.  Brother  Austin  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  in  Phoenix 
Lodge  No.  58,  Lansingburgh,  May  2nd,  1844 ;  passed  to  the  degree 
of  F.  C,  May  9th,  and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  M.  M.  on  the 
16th  of  the  same  month,  which  was  rather  rapid  work ; — now  wisely 
prohibited  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge.     In  December, 

1844,  he  was  elected  Sen.  Deacon;  in  December,  1845,  Senior  War- 
den, representing  his  Lodge  in  Grand  Lodge,  June,  1846 ;   and,  in 
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Deoember,  1846,  was  elected  Master.  In  tbat  station  be  served  two 
years.  In  December,  1848,  our  Brotfaer  was  one  of  tbe  petitioners  for 
tbe  organization  of  Clinton  Lodge  No.  140,  at  Waterford,  was  its  first 
Master,  and  was  sucoessiyely  re-elected  tbe  tbree  following  years.  In 
Jane,  1853,  witbin  a  couple  of  montbs  after  removing  to  New  York 
Oity,  be  was  elected  Grand  Secretary  of  tbe  Grand  Lodge,  bat  the 
Constitution  of  that  Body  requiring  that  officer  to  be  taken  from  the 
city,  a  protest  was  signed  and  presented  by  many  influential  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  against  his  installation— especially  as  his  Masonic 
home  was  in  tbe  country — ^but  produced  (as  was,  of  course,  to  be 
expected)  no  efTect.  To  remove,  however,  as  far  as  possible,  tbe  objec- 
tions raised,  and  for  his  own  Masonic  convenience,  be  became,  in  July, 
185^,  a  member  of  Mariner's  Lodge  No.  67,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  continued  his  membership  therein  until  the  revival  of  Howard 
Lodge  No.  85,  in  June,  1857,  when  he  affiliated  with  tibe  latter.  He 
has  been  re-elected  Grand  Secretary,  annually,  ance  1653. 

In  Ohapitral  Masonry,  Bro.  Austin  received  the  degrees  in  Phcaniz 
Chapter  No.  133,  Lansingburgh,  in  December,  1849,  and  January, 
1850,  and  was  C.  of  H.  for  two  years.  In  the  summer  of  1853  he 
joined  Phceniz  Chapter  No.  2,  New  York  City,  and,  the  December  fol- 
lowing, was  elected  C.  of  H. ;  in  December,  1854,  he  was  elected  King, 
and  served  in  that  station  one  year.  In  December,  1855,  be  was  elected 
High  Priest  of  Orient  Chapter  No.  138,  with  which  be  bad  but  just 
affiliated,  and  was  re-elected  in  Deoemb^,  1856.  In  February,  1857, 
be  was  elected  D.  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and,  in  Febnuoy, 
1859,  Grand  High  Priest.  In  September,  1856,  he  was  proxy  for  the 
Grand  Scribe  of  tbe  G.  C,  at  the  Convocation  of  the  G.  G.  Chapter 
at  Hartford,  and,  in  September,  1859,  as  G.  H.  P.  at  Chicago,  HI. 

In  the  Ghtvalric  Order,  he  was  created  and  dubbed  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar, in  Morton  Commandeiy  No.  4,  in  1854. 

In  the  Ineffable  degrees,  he  commenced  the  ascent,  up  to  the  32d, 
in  1856,  and  is  now  Grand  Architect,  in  Cosmopolitan  Sovereign 
Grand  Consistory  No.  1. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  Secretariat,  his  successive 
re-elections  testify  the  appreciation  a  majority  of  tbe  Grand  Lodge  enter- 
tained of  his  services.  He  is  slow  and  methodical ;  careful,  cautious 
and  plodding.  We  never  remember  to  have  heard  him  make  what  we 
should  designate  as  a  set  speech ;  and,  therefore,  cannot  speak  of  his 
oratorical  powers,  other  than  from  the  few  simple  remarks  he  may  have 
made  when  the  Craft  were  at  refreshment,  (which  be,  at  aU  times. 
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teems  to  enjoy  hngely,)  in  response  to  a  compliment.  From  such  basis 
to  ibrm  an  opinion  on,  we  don't  think  Vib  forte  lies  in  that  way,  though 
we  may  possibly  be  mistaken.  In  address  writing,  we  presmne  we  shall 
be  enabled  to  form  an  opinion  after  the  meeting  of  the  Qrand  Chapter 
next  month.  We  look  forward,  then,  with  mnch  interest  to  the  produc- 
tion of  his  pen  on  that  occasion,  and  hope  to  famish  onr  readers  with 
an  early  copy  of  the  same,  when  they  can  judge  for  themselves.  To 
onr  Brother  is  miunly  due  the  credit  if  any  there  be,  of  saving  the  G. 
0.  Chapter  from  dissolution  last  September.  Had  he  persisted  in 
voting  with  the  minority — ^a  minority  just  sufficiently  lai^  to  prevent  a 
majority,  or  two-thirds  vote,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Qeneral 
Grand  Body  would  have  been  dissolved.  We  hardly  know  whether  to 
rejoice  or  not,  at  its  continued  existence,  shorn  though  it  was,  of  nearly, 
if  not  quite  all,  of  its  oligarchical  powers. — N.  T.  Churier. 


QRAND   LODGE   OF  TENNESSEE. 


The  forty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee  was  held  at  Nashville,  in  October  last  Nearly  three  hun- 
dred Lodges  were  represented.  The  Grand  Master  closes  his  address 
in  the  following  words : 

Masonry  requires  from  its  very  tenure  that  its  subjects  be  not  only 
obedient  to  the  moral  law,  but  also  sincere  believers  in  the  exist- 
ence of  the  true  and  living  God.  No  true  Mason  can  be  a  "  stupid 
atheist  or  an  irreligious  libertine."  The  silver  chain  of  Brotherly 
Love  binds  the  whole  Craft — a  chiun  whose  links  should  not  become 
worn  or  broken  by  time,  but  which  every  wave  of  adversity  should  but 
strengthen.  A  Mason's  heart  should  never  be  permitted  to  become 
careless  or  indifferent  to  the  wants  of  suffering  humanity ;  but  £ir  down 
within  ite  inmost  recesses  there  should  spring  a  fountain,  pure  and 
bright,  plenteous  and  free,  for  every  Brother  afflicted  by  Adversity's 
cruel  fires.  A  Mason  should  be  ever  clad  in  the  bright  armor  of 
Truth.  Hypocrisy  and  deceit^  Masonry  rejects  from  its  fold.  Sinceiv 
ity  and  Plain-dealing  guard  well  the  threshold.  His  bodv  should  be 
kept  free  from  all  intemperance,  in  order  that  his  mind  be  clear  to  com- 
prehend its  beautiful  truths,  and  that  he  may  more  perfectly  understand 
his  duty.  Masonry  requires  of  its  votaries  not  only  that  they  know, 
but  that  they  do  their  duty.  Drones  should  not  be  permitted  to  disr 
turb  the  workers  in  the  Hive.  A  Mason  should  bear  upon  his  escuteh- 
eon,  bright  and  untarnished,  the  motto  of  Justice— rendering  to  every 
man  his  just  due,  whatever  be  his  position.  Fortitude  should  encom- 
pass him  all  around,  enabling  him  to  endure  with  patience  every  afflic- 
tion with  which  he  may  be  visited. 
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Seeing  then,  my  Brethren,  that  these  things  are  reqaired  of  each  of 
us,  let  us  examine  well  our  hearts,  and  ascertain  whether  we  have  all 
the  armor  on.  Let  us  look  closely,  and  see  whether  we  are  rough 
stones,  cemented  with  untempered  mortar — ^unsteady  and  shaken  bj 
eyeiy  passing  breeze,  and  of  no  use  in  the  Great  Temple  but  to  de&oe 
—or  whether  we  are  as  the  bright  and  polished  marble,  not  only  beau- 
tifying and  adorning  the  structure,  but  strengthening  her  fortress,  and 
boldly  combatting  with  misfortune's  cruel  frowns  or  threatening  blasts. 

A  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  Wilkins  Tannehill,  P.  G.  M., 
was  dedicated,  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year : 

John  Frizzell,  G.  M. ;  Alfred  P.  Hall,  D.  G.  M. ;  John  F.  Slover, 
8.  G.  W. ;  Ambrose  R.  Reid,  J.  G.  W. ;  Williamson  H.  Horn,  6. 
Treas. ;  Charles  A.  Fuller,  G.Seo. ;  Rev.  R.  B.  C.  Howell,  G.  Chap. ; 
W.  W.  Ward,  8.  G.  D. ;  J.  H.  Devereux,  J.  G.  D. ;  I.  R.  Sherrod, 
G.  Sw.  Br. ;  R.  H.  Hodsden,  G.  Mar. ;  Samuel  Snapp,  G.  P. ;  John 
McClelland,  G.  Stew. ;  M.  E.  DeGrove,  G.  Tyler. 

We  make  the  following  extracts  finom  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Appeals,  which  was  adopted : 

Thomas  W.  Gkmewell  was  charged  in  Jackson  Lodge  No.  45,  with 
unmasonio  conduct.  He  was  suspended  by  said  Lodge  on  the  22nd 
October,  1858,  until  he  should  satisfy  the  Lodge  of  his  reformation,  of 
which  action  of  the  Lodge  he  was  duly  notified.  On  the  21st  August, 
1859,  a  motion  was  made  in  said  Lodge  to  expel  him,  and  the  trial  set 
for  the  23rd  September,  1859.  The  Brethren  of  the  Lodse  were  duly 
notified 'of  said  trial,  but  the  defendant  was  not,  the  W.  M.  deciding 
that  no  notice  to  him  was  necessary.  On  the  2drd  September,  the 
Lodge  expelled  him,  from  which  an  appeal  is  prayed  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Lodge 
in  expelling  Thomas  W.  Gamewell  was  irregular,  and  that  he  was  ^i- 
titled  to  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial,  and  recommend  that 
said  decision  of  expulnon  be  reversed,  and  the  case  be  remanded  to 
Jackson  Lodge  No.  45,  for  a  more  regular  trial. 

John  W.  Davis  was  expelled  by  Clifton  Lodge  No.  173,  for  unma- 
sonic  conduct,  and  appeals  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  appears  from  the 
record  in  said  cause,  that  he  was  suspended  at  the  meeting  of  said 
Lodge  on  the  28rd  December,  1858,  and  at  the  next  stated  meeting, 
on  the  20th  January,  1859,  the  Lodge  reconsidered  the  vote  at  the  last 
meeting  in  suspending  him,  and  unanimously  expelled  him.  The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  action  of  said  Lodge  in  expelling  John 
W.  Davis  was  irregular,  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  notice  before  the 
Lodge  could  properly  take  any  further  action  in  the  case,  after  having 
suspended  him.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  action  taken  at  one  meeting  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge  in  cases 
of  punishment,  should  not  be  entertained  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  and 
recommend  that  the  decree  of  expulsion  be  reversed,  and  the  case 
manded  to  Clifton  Lodge  for  a  new  trial. 
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OTHER   DAYS.* 


A  dream  of  the  past,  confused  and  dim, 

Last  night  was  round  my  heart, 
And  I  saw  again  the  passing  years 

Like  a  vision  of  love  depart ; 
Bat  the  **  stranger-star  "  in  its  lofty  sphere, 

With  its  wing  spread  eastward  bright  and  clear, 
Shone  like  the  san  in  a  brilliant  tear. 

In  the  midnight  dream,  once  more  I  saw 

The  friends  of  early  days ; 
Friends  that  I  loved  before  I  knew 

Life's  varied  and  shadowy  ways ; 
Friends  whose  hearts  were  all  real  and  trae 

To  me,  as  the  snn  to  the  far-off  bine ; 
And  I  loved  this  dream,  confused  and  dim. 

As  I  love  the  notes  of  some  half-heard  hymn. 

And  I  heard  again  the  sighing  wind 

As  it  sighed  long,  long  ago ; 
When  it  passed  through  the  yellow  leaves  in  the  fall. 

Musical,  soft  and  low ; 
And  the  raven  perched  on  the  same  dead  limb. 

With  glist'ning  eye,  and  neck  stretched  slim, 
Is  the  same  I  saw  there  in  those  years 

When  hope  made  rainbows  o'er  our  tears. 

It  seemed  a  long  and  weary  path. 

To  tread  the  hills  of  life. 
To  walk  the  varied  vales  of  earth 

With  their  pleasures,  and  pains  and  strife ; 
But  with  pleasure  now  we  fain  look  back. 

To  the  Past  life's  sunny  and  shady  track. 
And  dreams  of  the  Fast  make  as  sweet  a  spell 

As  the  music  of  waves,  or  an  ocean  shell. 

There  are  none  that  have  never  felt  the  touch 

Of  sorrow's  dark-hued  wing. 
And  there  are  none  but  in  dark  hours 

Will  to  some  bright  hope  cling ; 
And  thus  with  sorrow,  joy  and  strife. 

We  pass  through  the  shade  and  shine  of  life. 
Till,  like  the  sun's  last  ray  at  even, 

Our  spirits  pass  to  the  far-off  heaven. 


*  Vrom  the  Loolsrill*  JonnuJ. 
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MASONIC    JUBISFBUDENCE— QUERIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


Bro«  Weston  — When  business  is  before  the  Lodge,  cannot  a  motion 
be  entertained  to  close  ? 

Ans.    No. 


Bbo.  Wkston  —  Have  Past  Masters,  as  such,  an  inalienable  right 
of  membership  in  a  Grand  Lodge  ? 

Ans.    No. 


Bro.  Wiston  —  If  a  motion  is  dnly  made,  and  in  order,  and  dnly 
seconded,  can  the  W.  M.  refuse  to  put  the  motion  before  the  Lodge  ?  or 
has  he  the  power  to  decide  without  a  vote  ? 

Ans.  The  Master  can,  for  sufficient  reason,  reftise  to  '*  put  the  mo- 
tion." Whether  or  not  he  can  decide  on  the  question  inyolved  in  the 
motion  without  a  vote,  depends  entirely  upon  the  subject  matter. 


Ed.  Ashlab— 2)ear  ^tV;  Can.  a  member  of  a  Lodge  open  the 
Lodge  in  the  absence  of  the  W.  M.  and  Wardens,  by  the  order  of  the 
W.M.? 

Ans.    He  cannot. 


Bro.  Weston — Dear  Sir:    Can  a  man  become  a  Mason  with  the 
entire  loss  of  his  right  thumb,  according  to  the  usages  of  Masonry  ? 

Ans.    No. 


Bro.  W. — At  what  time  must  a  Lodge  elect  its  officers  ? 
Ans.    The  time  of  electing  officers  is  usually  regulated  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.     If  it  is  not,  the  Lodge  can  determine  the  matter  for  itself. 


Ed.  Ashlar — Who  can  install  officers  of  a  Lodge  ? 

Ans.     When  a  new  Lodge  is  constituted  under  a  Charter,  the  Grand 
Master  or  his  Deputy ;  at  any  other  time,  a  Past  Master. 


Bro.  Weston — When  should  the  minutes  of  a  Lodge  be  read  for 
approval  and  confirmation  ? 

Ans.  They  should  be  read  for  approval  just  previous  to  the  close  oi 
the  meeting,  and  again  read  for  confirmation  at  the  next  regular  com- 
munication. 
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HOW    A   BBOTHER   EDITOR  LOST    HIS    COPY. 


Thb  Editor  of  the  New  York  'IhspcUch  gives  the  following  melan- 
choly acoonnt  of  an  adventure  by  which  he  lost  his  copy  of  a  leading 
article  : 

On  Wednesday  last,  we  wrote  six  foolscap  slips  of  a  leader,  on  the 
subject  of  the  interference  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburgh  with  the 
questions  relating  to  the  Negro  Masons  said  to  be  located  in  this  city 
and  elsewhere  in  the  United  States.    This  article  we  carefully  revised 
at  our  private  office,  put  it  in  an  envelope,  and  started  with  it  in  our  * 
overcoat  pocket,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Des- 
ptOch  compositors.     When  opposite  Tammany  Hall,  and  whilst  trying 
to  get  through  a  crowd,  attracted  to  the  sidewalk  by  a  vender  of  gutta 
percha  figures,  a  young  man,  whose  person  was  partially  enveloped  in 
a  shawl  which  left  his  arms  free,  appeared  to  slip,  and  pushed  violently 
against  us.     Knowing  the  tactics  of  certain  worshippers  at  the  shrine 
of  Mercury,  we  instantly  felt  for  our  pocket-book  and  watch,  which  we 
found  to  be  safe.    We  ascertamed,  however,  that  the  carefully  prepared 
and   critically  revised  leader  had  disappeared,  the  taker,  no  doubt, 
thinking  it  to  be  of  value.     Under  ordinary  circumstances,  we  should 
have  eared  nothing  about  the  matter ;  should  have  quietly  seated  our- 
selves and  re-written  the  lost  article ;  but  it  contiuned  a  clip  of  some 
forty  or  fifty  lines  which  we  cannot  well  replace,  and  without  which  the 
article  would  not  be  understandable.      Hence  it  was  that  we  looked 
around  in  the  hopes  of  finding  our  slippery  friend  in  the  shawl,  but  he 
had  disappeared.    We  stationed  a  policeman,  who  was  at  hand,  on  the 
lookout  at  the  private  entrance  of  Tammany  Hall,  and  then  passed  into 
the  bar-room  entrance,  where  we  found  our  man  gazing  very  indua* 
triously  through  the  window  into  Frankfort  street,  and  appearing  to 
study  the  peculiar  chemical  character  of  the  salty,  slushy,  unstable 
covering  of  the  cobble-stones.     His  shawl  was  then  off,^  rolled  up,  and, 
whilst  his  arms  were  at  his  side,  was  sustained  by  the  pressure  of  his 
person  against  it  and  the  window-sill. 

•*  I've  been  looking  for  you !"  said  we,  sharply. 

*'  For  vat«  mine  firient?"  said  he  in  a  strong  German  accent,  tinc- 
tured with  the  Hebrew,  and  without  turning  his  body  so  as  to  expose 
the  shawL 

"  You  took  a  package  of  papers  out  of  my  pocket,  three  minutes 
ago  !"  said  we. 

"  Oh  !  m.ein  Oott !  no.  I'm  a  shentleman ;  s'  help  me  Gott,  I'm  a 
shentleman,"  said  he,  with  a  look  of  indignation. 

"  Gentleman  or  not,  you  took  them !  You  then  had  your  shawl  on ; 
you  have  since  taken  it  off,  and  here  it  is,"  said  we,  reaching  around 
him  and  drawing  that  convenient  article  into  view. 

"  If  you  tink  tat  I'm  a  tief,  I  vants  you  to  search  me  I"  he  cried, 
shaking  the  folds  of  his  shawl  and  unbuttoning  his  coat  with  an  injuiM 
air. 
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"  You've  passed  it  to  your  confederate,"  said  we.  "  It  is  of  no 
value  to  any  one  except  myself.  Ketum  it  to  me  and  there  will  be  the 
end  of  the  matter,  if  you  do  not  do  so,  I  will  place  you  in  the  cus- 
tody of  a  policeman." 

'*  I  tont  know  noting  apout  it,  is'  help  me  Gott !"  replied  he,  in  tones 
of  wounded  pride  and  injured  innocence. 

Finding  that  he  was  stubborn,  we  called  the  functionary  referred  to, 
placed  the  *'  shentleman  "  in  charge,  and  shaped  our  course  for  the  po- 
lice office.  On  arriving  at  the  corner  of  Chambers  and  Centre  streets, 
we  were  met  by  a  young  clerk  attached  to  the  office  of  one  of  our  best 
known  and  most  inde&tigable  criminal  lawyers. 

**  Tare  ish  a  shentleman  vot  I  knows,"  said  he  of  the  shawl. 
**  Shust  ask  him  if  I'm  a  tief  I     Shust  ask  him !" 

We  did  so,  but  the  answer  was  not  as  prompt  and  responsive  as 
would  have  better  suited  both  of  us. 

"  Do  you  know  the  fellow  at  all  ?"  said  we. 

**  Oh,  yes !"  he  replied.  **  1  have  frequently  seen  him  at  Mr. 
S 's  office  on  business."    . 

The  young  clerk  and  the  man  of  the  shawl  then  conversed  for  some 
few  minutes  in  Grerman.  After  which,  he  of  the  shawl  said  he  would 
pay  the  value  of  the  papers  if  we  would  not  put  him,  *'  a  shentleman," 
to  the  annoyance  and  inconvenience  of  going  to  the  police  office.  This, 
of  course,  we  declined  to  do,  stating  that  they  possessed  no  intrinsic 
value,  but  still  insisted  on  their  return.  After  some  further  talk  be- 
tween the  man  of  the  shawl  and  the  young  clerk,  the  latter  assured  us 
that  he  thought  that  the  papers  might  be  speedily  returned  to  our  pri- 
vate office ;  that  if  we  kept  the  man  of  the  shawl  in  custody  we  should 
probably  never  get  them.  Taking  this  to  be  the  true  philosophical 
view  of  the  matter,  we  declined  pressing  the  charge  against  the  "  shen- 
tleman." 

The  papers  have  not  been  returned,  and  we  now  inform  our  friend 
of  the  shawl,  that  unless  they  should  be,  we  will  find  his  name  and  resi- 
dence, and  publish  those  and  his  description  at  length,  in  this  paper, 
and  in  the  National  Police  Gazette,  the  German  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
lish, and  in  *'  Die  lUustrirte  WeU  und  Amerikanische  Criminal 
Berichte,*^ 

The  attention  of  our  readers  generally  is  called  to  this  method  of 
picking  pockets  in  a  crowd,  and  to  the  shawl  dbguise  in  particular.  It 
IS  a  quick  and  convenient  '*  dodge  "  when  done  aa  it  was  in  the  present 
instance.  The  shawl  was  a  gray  one,  the  coat  underneath  was  black, 
and  the  fonner  was  so  adjusted  as  to  be  susceptible  of  instant  re- 
moval. The  *'  shentleman  "  wore  a  soft  hat,  with  a  high  crown,  which 
could  be  easily  knocked  into  any  shape  the  wearer  pleased.  The 
reader  will  easily  perceive  that,  by  these  appliances,  a  quick  and  radical 
change  could  be  effected  in  the  appearance  of  a  chevalier  d^ Industrie, 
80  as  to  baffle  identification. 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  this  article,  we  are  forced  to  forbear  the 
pat»lication,  for  the  present,  of  the  article  to  which  we  have  referred. 
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MASONIC    CEREMONIES    IN   SMYRNA. 


Ws  find  in  the  New  York  Oaurter  an  aocotmt  (taken  from  the  Lon- 
don JFVeemagans*  Magazine ,)  of  a  grand  fete  which  took  place  in 
Smyrna  on  the  8th  of  October  last,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Pacha  visit- 
ing the  Ottoman,  Smyrna  and  Aidin  Railway.  In  the  afternoon  he 
proceeded  up  the  line  to  the  village  of  Seidikeni,  to  lay  the  first  stone 
of  Seidikeni  station.  Bro.  Hyde  Clarke,  who  is  engaged  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  works,  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  invite  the  co- 
operation of  the  Brethren  in  affording  Masonic  assistance  for  the  cere- 
mony. Besides  those  Brethren  who  were  officially  invited,  his  colleague 
and  himself  issued  tickets  to  several  of  the  Smyrna  Brethren.  In  the 
present  state  of  Masonry  in  the  province,  111.  Bro.  Hyde  Clarke  was 
requested  by  the  leading  Brethren  to  preside  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  day,  and  in  virtue  of  his  authority,  convened  an  occasional  Lodge 
at  Seidikeni.  On  descending  from  the  train,  the  Brethren  proceeded 
to  a  tent,  which  had  been  provided  for  them,  and  clothed  themselves. 
Attended  by  a  guard  of  honor  and  bands  of  music,  they  joined  the 
ceremonial  in  procession.  HI.  Bro.  Hyde  Clarke,  S.  P.  R.  S.,  officiat- 
ing as  W.  M. ;  111.  Bro.  Carver,  S.  P.  R.  C,  as  P.  M. ;  HI.  Bro.  Feast, 
K.  H. ,  as  S.  W. ;  Bro.  Geo.  Meredith  (chief  engineer),  as  J.  W. ;  and 
other  members  of  the  highest  rank  as  officers — those  wearing  the  deco- 
rations of  their  high  degrees  presenting  an  imposing  spectacle.  The 
Brethren  then  formed  in  the  centre  around  H.  £.  Mohamed  Pacha, 
whom  they  assisted  with  the  working  tools ;  and  gathering  on  the  stone, 
they  joined  silently  in  a  Masonic  prayer  for  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise, and  the  restoration  of  Masonry  in  the  province.  H.  K  on  being 
informed  by  Bro.  Hyde  Clarke  that  the  Brethren  had  prayed  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  begged  him  in  Turkish  to  express  his  thanks  to  them. 
At  the  dinner,  the  Brethren,  at  their  own  request,  were  assembled 
together,  and  saluted  each  other,  and  Bro.  Hyde  Clarke,  to  whom  Bro. 
Carver,  LL.  D.  ofiered  a  special  toast,  in  his  speech  taking  the  opportu- 
nity of  calling  the  attention  of  the  company  to  the  claims  of  Masonry. 
Bro.  Hyde  Clarke  said,  that'  at  the  table  were  assembled  men  of  many 
nations ;  but  Masoniy  had  brought  him  that  day  in  friendly  relations 
with  very  many  among  them. 
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THE   NBW  DOCTRINE. 


In  a  letter  recently  received  from  a  highly  intelligent  and  learned 
Mason,  who  lives  in  one  of  the  New  England  States,  in  the  following : 

I  was  very  mnch  pleased  with  your  artiele  against  the  doctrine  of 
making  a  belief  in  the  anthenticity  of  the  Bible  a  qualification  for  Ma- 
sonry. Indiana,  I  see,  makes  liquor  making  or  selling  a  Masonic 
crime.  How  would  Bro.  Morris  like  to  have  Maine  and  the  New 
England  States,  (said  to  be  the  hot-bed  of  Abolitionism,)  require  her 
candidates  to  assent  to  that  doctrine  as  a  necessary  qualification  ?  The 
BiblQ  stands  well  enough,  temperance  stands  well  enough.  Don't  let 
us  give  our  enemies  cause  to  doubt  our  sincerity,  by  continually  ham- 
mering away  at  things  which,  as  men,  we  admit.  When  I  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Fraternity,  I  was  told  and  so  instructed,  that  the  only 
religious  belief  that  was  required  of  me  was,  a  belief  in  a  Qod,  a  great 
ruling  cause,  to  whom  I  was  accountable  for  my  conduct,  the  Infinite 
Creator  of  all  things,  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe. 

The  suggestion  of  our  Brother  is  very  pertinent  The  "  Abolition- 
isto "  of  the  North,  or  the  ''fire-eaters  "  of  the  South,  have  as  good  a 
right  to  make  their  particular  views  a  test  of  admission  to  Masonry,  as 
Bro.  Morris  has  to  make  a  belief  in  the  divine  authenticity  of  the 
Scriptures  a  test,  or  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  has  to  prohibit  its 
members  trading  in  alcoholic  drinks.  Let  those  Masons  who  are  seek- 
ing to  make  our  Institution  uphold  their  peculiar  sectional  views,  look 
calmly  at  this  departure  tcom  the  lihidmarks  and  see  where  it  is  lead  - 
ing  them.  If  one  person  may  make  a  new  test,  another  may  do  so. 
If  Indiana  may  expel  those  members  who  sell  alcoholic  liquors.  South 
Oarolinia  may  expel  those  who  do  not  believe  that  slavery  is  sanctioned 
by  the  Scriptures.  We  see  but  one  safe  course,  and  that  is,  to  guard 
against  all  innovation. 

Our  peculiar  views  respecting  the  Scriptures,  politics,  slavery,  the 
temperance  movement,  capital  punishment,  have  never  been  intimated 
in  these  pages,  for  the  simple  reason  that  we  have  no  right  to  inti- 
mate them  here.  They  have  nothing  to  do  with  Masonry,  and  when 
we  enter  a  Lodge  we  lay  them  aside,  and  meet  our  Brethren  on  the 
level.    We  know  of  no  other  course  which  any  Mason  can  safely  pursue. 
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HARMONY  BESTOBED  IN  MICHIGAN— GBE AT  BEJOICING. 


With  a  sensation  of  happinese  we  have  not  experienced  for  a  long 
period,  we  announce  to  tbe  worid  that  difficulties  which  have  existed 
among  the  Companions  and  Enight  Templars  of  Michigan  for  the  past 
three  years  have  been  amicably  settled  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  This  we  are  informed  on  reliable  authority,  although  we 
have  not  received  the  official  reports  of  tbe  meetings  of  the  Grand 
Bodies  which  were  recently  held. 

Tbe  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  met  on  the  second  Monday  of  last 
month.  There  was  a  general  feeling  among  the  members  that  some 
decisive  measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  remove  the  discord  which  ex- 
isted. The  subject  was  freely  talked  over,  and  a  disposition  to  restore 
harmony  was  manifested  to  such  an  extent  that  there  appeared  to  be  no 
opposition.  But  how  could  this  be  done?  The  object  all  agreed 
upon  ;  but  how  oouU  it  be  effected  ?  After  much  consultation,  and 
the  canvassing  of  various  propositions,  an  informal  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Peninsular  Chapter  was  held.  All  present  (some  sixteen) 
signed  a  document  addressed  to  Monroe  Chapter,  stating,  in  substance, 
as  follows :  That,  whereas,  Peninsular  Chapter  had  received  a  Charter 
without  the  consent  of  Monroe  Chapter,  and  the  latter  body  thought 
itself  thereby  aggreived,  the  memorialists,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
harmony,  asked  said  Chapter  to  request  the  Grand  Chapter  to  permit 
it  to  place  on  the  reeords  (accompanied  by  the  memorial,)  its  assent  to 
the  legality  of  Peninsular  Chapter. 

Monroe  Chapter  unanimously  aoceeded  to  the  request.  Companion 
Jacobs,  as  the  authorized  representative,  in  some  appropriate  remarks, 
announced  to  the  Grand  Body  the  action  of  Monroe  Chapter.  The 
aDDonncement  was  received  wiih  cheers  and  applause  which  made  the 
building  ring.  The  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds.  Companion  Noble» 
High  Priest  of  Monroe  Chapter,  and  Companion  Eoberts,  High  Priest 
of  Peninsular  Chapter,  met  at  the  altar  and  there  shook  hands,  over 
the  buried  hatchet  Few  eyes  looked  upon  that  scene,  which  were  not 
8n£Fused  with  tears,  and  some  Companions  sobbed  aloud,  so  great  was 
the  joy  of  their  hearts.  The  scene,  as  described  by  an  eye-witness, 
was  deeply  afiecting.  We  extremely  regret  that  it  was  not  our  good 
fortune  to  participate  in  it. 

In  the  Grand  Commandery  the  difficulties  leqpeoting  Peninsular 
Commandery,  at  Kalamazoo,  was  amicably  adjusted.     Detroit  Com- 
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mandery  was  enjoined  to  restore  Sir  Knights  Boberts,  Ensworth  and 
Weston.  We  can  emphatically  saj  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail 
among  the  Fraternity  of  Michigan  I 

Companion  W.  P.  Innis,  of  Grand  Bapids,  was  elected  G.  H. 
Priest — a  veiy  excellent  selection.  Gomp.  Innis  is  an  ardent  and  in- 
telligent Mason,  well  qualified  for  the  office.  Oomp.  J.  Eastman 
Johnson,  of  White  Pigeon,  was  elected  Grand  Secretaiy.  A  better 
man  for  the  place  could  not  have  been  found.  A  TOte  of  thanks  was 
returned  to  Comp.  S.  C.  Ooffinberry,  and  an  appropriation  made  to 
purchase  for  him  a  Past  Grand  High  Priest's  Jewel. 

Ex-6ov.  Wm.  L.  Greenly,  of  Adrian,  was  elected  Grand  Master, 
and  Bro.  S.  B.  Brown,  of  St.  Clair,  Dep.  Grand  Master.  We  shall 
give  an  extended  account  of  the  proceedings  in  our  next  number. 


-•♦•- 


Q^  Tjhe  Editor  of  The  Ashlar  cannot  refrain  from  giving  the 
following  well-merited  remarks  of  Bro.  Parvin,  published  in  the  West- 
em  Freemason  of  October  : 

Brother  E.  W.  Jones,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  is  joint  proprietor  with 
Brother  Weston  in  the  publication  of  The  Ashlar,  at  Chicago,  one  of 
our  most  excellent  monthlies,  and  for  a  young  man,  as  he  is,  has  done 
much  in  collecting  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  Masonic  libra- 
ries in  the  country,  especially  the  West. 

Brother  J.,  who  is  possessed  of  only  moderate  means,  is  a  "  whole- 
souled  "  Brother,  givmg  much  of  his  time  and  money  to  promote  the 
public  good.  While  visiting  his  study,  he  remarked,  "  here  are  my 
duplicates,  take  such  as  you  want"  We  did  take  a  few,  and  as  they 
were  valuable  and  cost  him  money,  tendered  him  the  price,  and  were 
surprised  at  his  reply,  ''  I  cheerfdlly  ^ve  away  all  I  have  to  spare — 
but  never  sell  Masonic  books."  We  could  not  but  contrast  his  conduct 
most  favorably  with  that  of  two  or  three  others,  who  have  begged  of 
us,  and  afterwards  proposed  to  sell  us  our  own  gifts.     Shame  on  such ! 

The  conduct  of  Bro.  Jones  referred  to  in  the  above  extract  is  char- 
acterisdc  of  that  Bro.,  as  hosts  of  Masons  can  testify.  However,  we 
may  confidently  assert  that  Bro.  Jones  has  met  his  match  in  Bro.  Par- 
vin, who  is  known  throughout  the  Fraternity  of  the  country  as  one  of 
the  most  disinterested  and  ardent  Masons,  filled  with  zeal  and  knowl- 
edge. The  Western  Freemason  ought,  under  his  control,  to  receive  a 
more  liberal  patronage. 
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MASONIC    ITEMS. 


Or?ICERS   OF  THE  BBSPSCTITB    MaSONIO    BoDIES  AT  SPRINGFIELD, 

III. — 

Ehoood  Commandery  No,  6. — ^H.  G.  Beynolds,  Com. ;  F.  K.  Nich- 
ols. C.  G. ;  C.  W.  Matheny,  Gen. ;  William  Lavely,  Pr. ;  B.  C 
McQueston,  Becorder. 

Springfield  Council  No.  2,  B.  and  S.  M—0,  H.  Miner,  G.  M. ; 
H.  G.  Beynolds,  D.  G.  M. ;  P.  A.  Dorwin,  P.  C.  W. ;  B.  C.  Mo- 
Queston,  Becorder. 

Springfield  Chester  No.  1. — C.  W.  Matheny,  H.  P. ;  John  Uhler, 
K. ;  J.  D.  Harper,  S. ;  0.  H.  Miner,  Sec. 

Springfield  Lodge  No.  4; — Wm.  Lavely,  M. ;  B.  C.  McQueston, 
S.  W. ;  J.  T.  Bhode8,  J.  W. ;  E.  C.  Matheny,  Sec. 

Central  Lodge  No.  71. — Charles  Fisher,  M. ;  Bichard  Young, 
S.  W. ;  F.  K.  Nichols,  J.  W. ;  L.  W.  Sheppard,  Sec. 

Tkfrian  Lodge,  U.  A— 0.  H.  Miner,  M. ;  H.  G.  Beynolds,  S.  W. ; 
W.  L.  Dougherty,  J.  W. ;  E.  L.  Gross,  Sec. 


Officbbs  of  the  Grand  Comhandert  of  Wisconsin,  for  1860. 
—Henry  L.  Palmer^  G.  Com.,  Milwaukee ;  Erastus  Lewis,  Dep.  G.  C., 
Janesville  ;  J.  P.  Houghton,  G.  Gen.,  Madison ;  Michael  F.  McKey, 
G.  C.  G.,  Janesville ;  J.  Albert  Helfenstein,  G.  Prel.,  Milwaukee ; 
Alden  S.  Sanborn,  G.  S.  W.,  Mazomanie ;  William  Addy,  G.  J.  W., 
Janesville ;  Samuel  S.  Daggett,  G.  Treas.,  Milwaukee ;  William  T. 
Palmer,  G.  Bee.,  Milwaukee;  John  C.  Budd,  G.  St.  Bearer,  Mad- 
ison ;  Bamabus  B.  Eldridge,  G.  Sword  Bearer,  Janesville ;  C.  B. 
Gleason,  G.  W.,  Madison ;  Ellis  Worthington,  G.  Capt  Guards,  Mil- 
waukee. 


[CF*  **  At  the  laying  of  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new  St.  Patrick's 
bridge,  Cork,  Lreland,  November  10th  last,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Earl 
of  Carlisle,  aided  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  performed  the  services. 
The  D.  G.  M.  of  the  Province,  George  Chatterton,  Esq.,  was  habited 
in  the  splendid  clothing  belonging  to  his  office,  and  wore  also  the  jewels 
of  the  Philosophical  College  of  E.  H.,  the  Bose  Croix  Degree,  the 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Temple,  and  a  beautiful  ornament  in  blue  enamel, 
on  which  were  displayed  the  various  devices  connected  with  the  sym- 
bolic degrees  of  Masonry.     This  antique  gem  excited  much  interest 
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among  the  Brothers,  from  the  fact  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  similar 
ceremony  which  took  pkoe  in  the  year  1798,  when  the  stone  of  the 
former  St.  Patrick's  bridge  was  laid,  it  was  worn  by  the  celebrated 
Masonic  sister,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Aldworth.  On  that  occasion  Mis.  AJd- 
worth  rode  on  horseback  beside  the-  Earl  of  Dononghmore,  the  ProY. 
O.  M.  of  Munster,  attired  in  full  Masonic  paraphernalia.'' 


\j[p^  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massaehnsetts  was 
held  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  evening,  in  Nassau  Hall.  The  afUsi^ 
noon  session  was  devoted  to  the  transaction  of  the  usual  business  of  the 
Order,  and  in  the  evening  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year 
took  place.  The  officers  elected  are  as  follows :  Ghnnd  Master,  Dr. 
'^Winslow  Lewis,  of  Boston ;  Senior  Warden,  Dr.  Joel  Spaulding,  of 
Lowell ;  Junior  Warden,  Mr.  W.  D.  Coolidge,  of  Boston ;  Treasurer, 
Mr.  Thomas  Tolman,  of  Boston ;  Secretary,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Moore, 
of  Boston ;  Finance  Committee,  Messrs.  Solon  Thornton,  W.  H.  L. 
Smith  and  John  K.  Hall ;  Directors  for  the  Corporation,  Messrs.  John 
T.  Heard  and  William  Parkman ;  Col.  Isaac  H.  Wright,  of  Boston,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Charity  Fuiid.  Dr. 
Lewis  has  before  held  the  office,  and  his  re-election  as  successor  to  Hon. 
John  T.  Heard  gives  great  satisfaction. — Boston  Paper, 


3D  IB3D, 

At  his  residence  in  Hartford,  Wisconsin,  Bro.  Thomas  SKBLTONy 
on  the  24th  December,  1859,  aged  62  years  and  9  months. 

At  a  regular  communication  of  Hartford  Lodge,  U.  D.,  held  at 
their  Masonic  Hall  on  the  evening  of  January  3rd,  1860,  A.  L.  5860, 
the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whebbab,  it  has  pleased  tho  Diyine  Architect  of  the  Uniyerse,  in  his  infinite 
wisdom  and  mercy,  to  remove  from  onr  midst  onr  worthy  Brother,  Thomas 
Skelton,  of  the  age  of  sixty-two  years  nine  months,  whose  long  life,  from 
young  and  vigorous  manhood,  has  been  one  of  earnest  devotion  and  ardent 
attachment  to  the  principles  and  prosperity  of  onr  Order,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  Skelton  the  Fraternity  has  been  de- 
prived of  a  faithful  and  worthy  member,  who  loved  our  Institution,  who 
patronized  our  assemblies,  and  who  always  joined  heart  and  hand  in  promoting 
the  principles  and  welfare  of  our  Order ;  the  family  a  kind  and  affectionate 
father;  the  community  an  upright  and  respected  citisen,  one  whose  virtues  and 
social  qualities  will  long  be  remembered ;  and  although  we  mourn  his  loss, 
yet  we  sincerely  hope  and  trust  that  he  is  now  in  that  spiritnal  Temple  above, 
where  God  himself  presides. 
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Resolved,  That  we  offer  our  heart-felt  sympathies,  in  this  dispensation  of 
I>ivine  Providence,  to  the  friends  and  relatives  of  our  deceased  Brother. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  entered  npon 
the  records  of  this  Lodge,  and  published  in  the  county  and  Milwaukee  papers, 
also  in  The  Ashlar,  and  Voice  of  Masonry. 

W.  W.  WHITNET,  Sec'if. 


EXPELLED. 


COHSTAHTINB,  St.  JoBEPH  Cc,  MiCH. 
November  20th,  1859. 

Dear  Sul  and  Buck— At  a  regalar  commanioation  of  Siloam  Lodge 
of  F.  and  A.  Masons,  held  in  the  village  of  Gonstantine,  on  the  11th 
of  the  present  month,  Brother  Datd)  Fsisn  was  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  henefits  of  Masonry.     By  order  of  the  W.  M. 

Fraternally  yours,        N.  H.  Sautblub,  Sec, 

Lbxikotok  Lodge  No.  61,  or  F.  and  A  M. 
Lexington,  Mich.,  December  6(A,  A.  L,  5859. 

Deab  Snt  AND  Bbo. — At  an  adjourned  Communication  of  this  Lodge 
held  the  80th  of  November  last,  Oblow  Matbis,  a  member  of  this 
Lodge,  was  duly  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry, 
for  unmasonio  conduct,  and  his  name  ordered  to  be  published  in  Thb 

ASHLAB. 

Fraternally  yours,  John  D,  Latutche,  Sec. 

Lbxikoton  Lodge  No.  61,  of  F.  and  A.  M. 
Lexington,  Mich.,  January  6<A,  A,  Z.  5860. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. — At  a  regular  Communication  of  this  Lodge 
held  the  4th  inst.,  Gideon  D.  Bullen,  a  member  of  this  Lodge,  was 
duly  expelled  from  this  Lodge,  and  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of 
Masonry,  for  unmasonic  conduct,  in  counterfeiting  and  passing  the 
coin  of  these  United  States ;  and  his  name  ordered  to  be  published  in 
The  Ashlar. 

Fraternally  yours,  John  D.  Latutche,  Sec. 

Office  of  the  Gband  Secrbtart, 
Providence,  Jan.  19CA,  A.  L.  5860. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. — Official  information  has  been  received  at  this 
office,  that  at  a  meeting  of  St«  Albans  Lodge  No.  6,  Bristol,  held  on 
the  16th  inst,  Henrt  F.  Simmons  was  expelled  from  Freemasonry,  for 
gross  unmasonic  conduct. 

Yours,  Fraternally,        Thos.  A.  Dotlb,  Grand  Sec. 
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EDITOK'S     TABLE. 


*9* 


The  New  York  Central  Railroad. — This  is  one  of  the  great  links  in 
the  chain  of  thoroughfares  which  connect  the  East  and  West.  There  are  now 
running  over  it  five  daily  trains  from  Suspension  Bridge  and  Baffalo  to  Albany. 
Among  the  advantages  presented  by  the  road  the  following  are  enamerated  : 
"  Doable  tracks  the  whole  distance,  straight  lines,  no  high  embankments,  and 
an  aigos-eyed  supervision  of  every  point  of  safety  and  comfort,  are  what  the 
travelling  community  have  long  ago  '  made  note  of.'  The  route  in  common 
with  the  Hudson  River  Railroad,  threads  on  the  through  line,  the  most  charm- 
ing and  most  populous  places  and  natural  wonders  of  the  Empire  State  " 

We  learn  that  this  company  has  recently  established  a  General  Ticket  Office 
in  the  American  Express  Office,  comer  of  Lake  and  Dearborn  streets,  oppo- 
site the  Tremont  House,  Chicago.  The  company  have  also  made  arrangements 
for  California  and  European  passage  tickets.  H.  E.  Sawyer,  Esq.,  represents 
their  interests  in  Chicago. 

The  New  York  Central  Railroad  is  under  the  management  of  one  of  the 
most  efficient  and  competent  Superintendents  in  the  country,  who  constantly 
maintains  that  degree  of  order  and  system  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  run- 
ning of  trains  punctually. 


Wakt  of  Courtbbbt.  —  Bro.  Brennan,  of  the  American  Freanaton,  re- 
cently attacked  Bro.  Lawrence,  of  the  Signet  and  Journal,  for  his  remarks 
respecting  J.  Theo.  Holly,  which  we  published  in  our  November  No.  Bro.  B. 
accuses  Bro.  L.  of  "  meretricious  ignorance,"  to  which  the  latter  replies  in  the 
following  courteous  manner : 

We  cheerfully  give  Bro.  Brennan  the  benefit  of  his  explanation,  and  have  no 
comments  to  make  on  it  but  this :  That  toe  would  not  have  made  use  of  the 
term  "meretricious  ignorance"  in  speaking  of  Bro.  Brennan/  Ignorance  alone  is 
sometimes  excusable  ;  meretricious  ignorance,  paradoxical  as  it  is,  never.  But 
we  have  no  fault  to  find  with  Bro.  Brennan  for  the  expression.  One's  diction 
is  a  matter  of  tagtCy  usually  derivable  from  one's  early  associations,  and  therefore, 
in  some  degree  pardonable.  Such  epithets  were  not  taught  him  in  the  Jjodge, 
we  know. 

The  Editor  of  the  New  York  Courier  thinks  the  offensive  remarks  reflect  on 
us,  and  says : 

We  know  not  what  reply  will  be  made  by  our  esteemed  friend  and  Brother 
Weston,  of  The  Ashlar,*  but  we  trust  he  will  touch  him  off  ais^.  Editors  of 
Masonic  Journals  should  never  forget  that  they  are  expected  to  be  gentlemen. 

We  will  only  say  that  Bro.  Brennan  is  so  ioucky  that  he  needs  no  touching 
off.  We  have  charity  to  believe  his  principles  are  better  than  his  manners,  and 
that  his  expressions  are  not  true  indices  of  his  heart. 


\ 
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THE   NEW  TEST. 


Thb  commDoication  given  below,  is  from  the  pen  of  a  highly  intel- 
ligent and  long-tried  Mason,  who  has  given  many  years  of  labor  to 
the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  Masonry  in  Michigan.  We  shall, 
at  some  future  time,  express  our  views  on  the  action  of  the  late  Grand 
Master  of  Michigan,  and  that  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 


Editor  ov  the  Ashlar: 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. : — ^Permit  me,  through  the  columns  of  The 
Ashlar,  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  a  printed 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
held  at  Detroit,  January,  I860. 

In  looking  over  its  pages,  J  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find  action 
taken  upon  the  report  of  a  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
certain  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  relative  to  the  *'  Divine 
authenticity  of  the  Holy  Bible." 

The  Grand  Master,  feeling,  no  doubt,  that  he  had  been  rather 
severely  handled  by  The  Ashlar  for  the  official  expression  of  his 
opinion  through  his  public  addresses,  saw  fit  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  annual  meeting,  by  saying:  ''Upon 
several  occasions  during  the  past  year,  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  be 
honored  with  invitations  to  participate  with  the  Fraternity  in  different 
sections  of  the  State  in  various  social  and  public  celebrations.  Three 
of  my  addresses,  upon  these  occasions,  have  been  published  in  pam- 
phlet form,  and  quite  generally  distributed.  It  happens  that  senti- 
ments advanced,  in  one  instance  at  least,  have  been  animadverted 

19 — vol.  v.    no.  vn. 
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upon  with  some  degree  of  asperity,  by  a  Masonic  journal  whicb  has 
some*  circulation  in  this  State.  However  fiilly  convinced  in  my  own 
mind  that  the  positions  therein  assumed  are  impregnable,  nevertheless, 
that  my  temporary  position  may  not  compromise  the  Grand  Lodge,  I 
ask  leave  to  submit  herewith,  copies  of  the  addresses  referred  to,  so 
that  if  errors  or  '  heresy'  in  Masonic  doctrine  therein  appear,  they  may 
be  fully  exposed  and  duly  reprehended.'' 

This  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  address  was  referred  to  a  oom- 
nuttee  of  three,  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master.  Li  the  selection  of 
that  committee,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Grand 
Master's  peculiar  views  upon  this  question  had  been  severely  censured 
and  ably  criticised,  not  only  in  The  Ashlab,  but  in  other  Masonic 
journals,  that  he  would  select  such  a  committee  as  would  without  doubt 
coincide  with  him  in  the  point  at  issue ;  and  I  see  by  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings, that  the  Grand  Master  was  not  mistaken  in  the  opinion  he 
had  formed  of  his  committee  (the  chairman  of  which  was  a  member  of 
his  own  Lodge,  I  believe),  for  I  find  that  they  say :  "  Li  the  judg- 
ment of  your  committee,  the  Divme  authenticity  of  the  Holy  Bible  is 
the  great  grand  baas  of  Masonic  belief.  It  is  the  life  and  soul  of 
Masonry  in  all  Christian  countries ;  and  at  every  step  in  the  onward 
progress  of  the  Masonic  journey,  his  mind  and  thoughts  are  directed 
to  the  Holy  Bible,  as  containing  not  only  the  elements  of  his  faith,  but 
the  very  essence  of  his  Masonic  existence.  If  the  Divine  authenticity 
of  the  Bible  be  ignored,  then  of  what  use  can  it  be  in  the  Lodge-room 
within  this  jurisdiction,  more  than  the  Koran,  or  any  other  book? 
Tour  committee  find  no  heresy  in  the  address  alluJed  to,  and  most 
cordially  endorse  and  approve  of  the  sentiments  therein  expressed." 
(Who  will  say  that  the  Grand  Master  has  not  left  his  footprints  in  this 
report  V) 

I  find  this  report  was  accepted  and  adopted.  I  was  myself  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  attendance  upon  its  session,  and  I  was 
veiy  much  surprised  to  read  in  its  proceedings  the  approval  and  adop- 
tion of  the  report  above  alluded  to,  and  I  can  only  account  for  it  fiom 
the  fact  that  it  must  have  been  submitted  and  carried  through  when 
but  few  of  the  members  were  present,  and  those  taking  no  interest  and 
paying  no  attention  to  the  business  before  them  ;t  for,  most  assuredly, 

•  I  eoogratalftte  fhe  Iftte  Onmd  Uaater  upon  hla  haying  diaooTsred  the  ftet  that  Tes 
Amblul  hu  "  sonu  ^'  oiionlation  in  Hiohigui. 

t  I  hare  rinoe  be«n  Infimned  that  fueh  was  th«  Diet;  HbaA  Immediately  vipon  the  eon- 
meneement  of  the  afternoon  leiBlon,  the  flxtt  bnahMflB  done  wu  the  eabmittlDg  of  th&i 
report  and  action  npon  it,  befbre  many  of  the  members  xetorned  from  dinner. 
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a  qneetioa  of  sooh  momctnt,  tiding  to  dkfrancfaifle  a  host  of  good  and 
true  Masons — paitionlarlj  onr  Brethren  of  the  Jewish  fiuth — ^woold 
have  met  with  dlsoaasioD  and  argoment,  and  woold  have  been  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sessibn ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  wonld  have  hesitated  long  before  they  would 
have  "  cordially  endorsed  and  approved  "  those  peculiar  views  of  the 
Ghrand  Master,  as  expressed  in  his  published  address,  delivered  at  Alle- 
gan, Feb.  24, 1869,  upon  this  particular  sulgeet 

This  questaoB,  like  many  others  of  doubtful  expediency,  reoom- 
mended  by  the  Ghnand  Master,  must  have  been  submitted  and  acted 
upon  without  remark  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  those 
who  generally  take  an  intexest  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  and 
are  supposed  to  know  what  is,  and  what  is  not,  a  departure  from,  and 
in  violation  of,  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Institution.  And  here 
permit  me  to  say,  that  the  system  of  legisktion  of  Masonic  bodies, 
particularly  within  our  own  jurisdiotioD,  has  become,  of  late,  6:idtremely 
loose  and  highly  censurable.  Beeolutions  are  adopted  and  edicts  passed, 
under  the  system  inaugurated,  which  do  not  express  the  opinion  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  for  which  it  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible. 

The  system  is  one  of  growing  evil,  and,  witii  all  due  deference  for 
the  opinion  of  our  late  Grand  Master,  and  also  for  the  profdndity  of 
his  Masonic  wisdom,  so  soon  and  so  rapidly  acquired,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  for  the  future  the  Grand  Master  will  leave  to  the  Grand  Lodge  its 
legislative  prerogatives,  and  not  attempt,  by  a  cunningly  devised  plan 
in  the  sulmiission  of  a  thousand-and-one  decisions  of  his  own,  to  pro- 
CQie  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  by  resolution,  Ac  approval,  in  gross,  of 
his  own  peculiar  views  and  decisions,  in  order  that  they  may  go  out  as 
edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Such  a  system  of  legisUtion  is  highly 
censurable,  and  injurious  to  the  body  of  Masonry. 

In  looking  over  the  proceedmgp,  I  find  that  the  Grand  Master,  in 
his  annual  address,  has  called  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Lodge  no 
less  than  jifly^ne  propositions  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  in  all  of 
which  the  Grand  Master  has  given  his  decision,  and  asks  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  its  action  to  give  them  sanction  and  force  as  edicts.  Had 
the  Grand  Master,  in  his  wisdom,  seen  fit  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  Bro*  Mackey's  work  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and  that 
the  opinions  therein  enumerated  should  become  edicts  in  this  jnrisdio- 
tion,  I  should  have  been  better  pleased  with  the  proposition,  for  I  have 
gieater  fiuth  in  the  opinions  of  one  who  has  grown  old  in  Masonry,  and 
devoted  his  time  and  learning  in  the  study  of  the  traditions  and  laws 
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of  the  InstitatioD,  than  one  whose  footprints  are  still  fiesh  upon  the 
ground-floor  of  the  Middle  Chamber. 

To  show  you  the  extent  of  the  yeiy  loose  manner  in  which  legisla- 
tion is  had  upon  matters  of  such*  importance,  and  the  Grand  Lodge 
committed  to  propositions  and  opinions  which,  in  all  probability,  would 
have  been  repudiated  after  fair  and  proper  investigation  and  discuseaon, 
I  will  give  you  a  brief  histoiy  of  the  modus  operandi  of  this  sort  of 
legislation,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Ghrand  Lodge  is  committed  to 
the  declaration  of  principles  and  opinions  which  frequently  are  at  vari- 
ance with  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Order,  and  become  innovations 
upon  the  body  of  Masonry. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  annual  address,  devotes  no  less  than  thir- 
teen pages  to  fifty-nine  diflbi^nt  and  distinct  propositions  upon  Masonic 
Jurisprudence.  His  opinion  has  been  asked  upon  fifty-nine  difieient 
questions,  upon  which  he  has  laid  down  the  law,  and,  having  some 
pride  in  having  his  decisions  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  for 
'  future  time  become  the  Masonic  Law  of  this  jurisdiction,  he  incorpo- 
rates them  into  his  annual  address.  In  due  course,  the  matters  thus 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  referred  to  committees 
selected  and  appointed  by  the  Grand  Master,  who,  after  a  convenient 
length  of  time,  report,  '*  that  they  have  had  the  same  under  con&ideni- 
tion,  and  fully  concur  in  all  the  deciaons  of  the  Ghrand  Master,  except 
the  following,"  etc.,  which  report  is  accepted,  and  on  motion  adopted ; 
and  thus  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  supposed,  by  many,  to 
become  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  a  single  member  knowing 
what  opinions  or  decisions  he  has  sanctioned,  or  what  alterations  or  in- 
novations have  thus  been  made  in  the  body  of  Masoniy. 

Upon  great  and  important  principles,  which  .strike  at  the  veiy  root 
and  foundation  of  the  Institution,  a  committee,  selected  by  the  Grand 
Master,  make  their  report,  and  sanction  what^  many  believe  to  be  a 
heresy  upon  the  body  of  Masonry,  and  it  is  submitted,  accepted,  and 
adopted  without  discussion,  without  remark,  and  the  first  intimation 
which  a  majority  have  of  its  existence,  is  its  appearance  in  the  pub- 
lished proceedings. 

Such  has  been  the  system  of  legislation,  and  in  tins  manner  is  the 
Ghtmd  Lodge  made  responsible  for  heresies  and  the  violation  of  estab- 
lished laws,  customs  and  landmarks  of  the  Institution. 

Such  being  the  nature  of  legislation,  and  such  the  manner  in  which, 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  much  of  the  buoness  was  done» 
the  great  body  of  Masoniy  in  this  jurisdiction  is  placed  in  a  false  post- 
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lion  before  the  Masonic  world,  and  appears  npon  the  record  to  have 

endorsed  and  ennnciated  opinions  and  edicts  which,  had  the  subject 

matter  been  properly  brought  before  them,  much  of  it  would  have  been 

rejected  and  thrown  among  the  rubbish  as  the  production  of  a  young, 

inezperienoed  and  unskillful  workman. 

A  Past  Master. 


» •♦« 


/     GERMAN   MASONIC    SONG. 


Vvnn  tha  Minor  and  K^itone.    Traiulfttad  by  Mbs.  S.  Bjkmmux. 


Let  118,  dear  Brothers, 

Kind  Wisdom  embrace- 
Follow  her  footsteps 
With  ferror  and  gnce. 

Shun  the  profane  ones 

Who  foUj  pursue ; 
Tom  we  to  wisdom, 

The  gnileless  and  tme. 

Masonry  binds  us 

In  holiest  chain ; 
Let  not  her  precepts 

Be  given  in  vain. 

The  highest  of  earth 
Descend  from  a  throne, 

To  join  in  our  ranks, 
And  our  Brotherhood  own. 

Mankind  to  make  happy 
Shoald  be  our  true  aim ; 

'T  is  nature  instructs  us, 
'T  is  Masonry's  claim ! 

We  borrow  no  splendor ; 

For  ours  is  a  light 
That  gilds  as  with  morning. 

The  dreariest  night. 

It  beams  on  our  path 

To  the  depths  of  the  tomb, 
From  whence  God  shall  call  us, 

New  life  to  resume. 
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FESTIVAL  OF  ST.  JOHN  THE  DIVINB— INSTALLATION  AND 

BANQUET. 


FroBi  tha  dnofanuitl  Oommerelal. 


The  Festival  of  St  Jobn  ihe  Erangelist,  or  the  Drrine,  was  ob- 
served by  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  last  night,  in  the  Verandah,  after 
the  installation  of  officers  elect  for  1860,  for  seven  Lodges  in  this  city. 
A  large  company  of  the  Brotherhood  were  seated  at  table,  Bro.  £. 
T.  Carson  presiding,  assisted  by  Bros.  Charles  Brown  and  John  D. 
Caldwell,  Vice  Presidents.  The  Comxoittee  of  Ammgements  oonasted 
of  Bros.  E.  T.  Carson,  George  H.  Wolf,  John  Scott»  C.  F.  Hanset 
man,  William  Lee,  W.  C.  Middleton  and  H.  Matthews.  The  order  of 
exercises  was  as  follows,  viz. : 

OBDBB  or  mnmciTaiMi, 

Listallation  of  Officers  of  Lodges. 

After  wluch  the  company  repaired  to  tiie  Banquet  Boom  in  the 
Verandah. 
Prayer,  by  Bev.  Kingston  Goddard. 
Music,  by  Mentor's  band. 
Beading  of  Begular  Toasts. 
Volunteer  sentiments. 
Bums'  Adieu. 
Benediction. 

BBOULAR  TOASTS. 

1.  Hie  Day  toe  Cddbrate.  Although  the  hand  of  Old  Father  Time's  dial 
indicates  "  low  twelve,"  yet,  't  is  now,  and  ever  will  be,  with  the  Graft,  the  hour 
of  refreshment,  when  Uiey  shall  meet  together  in  their  Annual  FnUemal  re- 
anions,  and  the  Brethren  throoghoat  the  entire  Universe  shall  join  in  the  stand 
choras  first  song  by  Angel  tongaes,  *'  Peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men.'^ 

Besponse  by  Bro.  George  Hoadly,  Jr. 

2.  The  Age  in  which  we  live.  The  Age  of  Progress  and  Improvement. 
May  Masonry  ever  be  foond  tnie  to  her  clumicter  in  former  times,  the  patron 
and  promoter  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Besponse  by  Bro.  Bellamy  Storer. 

8.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  Co-ezistent  with  the  oiganization  of  our 
State  Government,    luty  they  be  of  eqnal  perpetuity. 

Besponse  by  Bro.  William  B.  Dodds. 

4.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  We  greet  her  as  a  fiuthM  oo-Iaborar  in 
the  building  of  the  Temple.    May  her  labors  be  rewarded. 

Besponse  by  Bro.  Wise,  P.  G.  M.  of  Kentucky. 
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5.  The  Grand  Conautarf  of  Ohio,  With  her  magnifioent  seriM  of  Uuitj- 
three  degrees,  and  our  glonoas  Bepnblic  with  her  thirty-three  States,  co-incident 
in  mystic  numbers,  alike  their  grandeur  and  their  power  lies  in  their  nnbrolten 
tmiipn.  May  they  endure  in  fraternal  unity,  undisturbed  bv  internal  discord, 
until  this  "  earth  shall  roU  away  as  a  scroll,    and  Time  shall  be  no  more. 

Beflponse  by  Bio.  S.  T.  CarsoD. 

6.  The  MoKmk  Lodge»  of  Cincinnati.  Perfect  in  the  mystic  number  (seren), 
may  they  also  be  perfect  in  their  work,  and  may  they  ever  occupy  the  promi* 
nent  position  of  jlnt  among  the  moral  and  benevolent  institutions  with  which 
the  city  is  blessed. 

Besponse  by  Bro.  Gomelins  Moore. 

7.  Woman.  God's  first  and  most  estimable  gift  to  man.  May  the  sons  of 
Masonry  ever  be  her  most  chivalrous  protectors. 

Besponse  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Yattier. 

'  Jadge  Hoadly  and  Judge  Storer  had  aooepted  invitetions  to  respond 
to  the  first  and  second  regular  sentiments,  but  were  detained  at  home 
by  indisposition.  Prof.  E.  S.  Lippett  and  David  Qainn,  Esq.,  re- 
sponded in  their  stead,  eztsmporaneonsly,  making  happy  effi)rt6. 

Bro.  William  B.  Bodds,  in  response  to  the  third  toast,  referred  per- 
tinently to  the  prosperity  of  the  State  and  of  the  Order. 

Bro.  Wise,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky, 
responded  to  the  fourth  sentiment,  as  follows : 

Sir  Brother  Chairman :  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  tender  to  my 
Brethren  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  this  proud  Queen  City  of  the 
West,  my  hearty  and  sinoere  thanks  for  the  many  acts  of  courtesy  and 
kindness  extended  to  me  through  a  series  of  years.  Would,  Sir,  that 
I  oould  command  language  to  express  to  you  the  feeling?  of  enjoyment 
I  experience  to-night,  mingling  with  the  Brotherhood  at  this  festive 
board.  I  love  to  meet  my  Brethren  upon  a  perfect  level,  and  feel  the 
pressure  of  warm  and  true  hands,  and  generous  hearte;  and  I  cannot 
permit  this  occasion  to  pass,  with  your  permission,  without  uttering  a 
few  thoughte  upon  the  condition  of  our  well-beloved  country,  and  the 
duties  we  owe  it  as  Masons. 

The  duties  we  owe  the  noble  institution  of  Masoniy,  to  which  we 
profess  allegianoe,  are  beautifully  taught  us  at  its  very  threshhold— a 
summary  of  which  may  be  thus  briefly  stated :  We  agree  to  obey  its 
moral  and  Masonic  teachings ;  to  be  good  and  true  citizens  of  the 
country  in  which  we  live.  True  to  its  government  and  just  to  his 
country,  is  an  injunction  the  true  Mason  can  never  forget,  or  desire  to 
violate ;  and  now  that  the  reins  to  the  passions  of  our  common  natures 


802  THE   ASHLAR. 

are  about  to  be  loosened,  and  discord  and  confosion  about  to  take  the 
place  of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  all  the  greatness  that  has  character- 
ized our  beloved  country,  to  be  leveled  with  the  dust,  where,  Sir,  shall 
we  look  for  an  anchor  to  stay  the  relentless  ^rges  of  this  distracted 
vessel,  as  it  rushes  on  in  madness  and  ooniusion,  threatening  to  over- 
whelm in  ruin  irreparable  and  unutterable  all  upon  which  the  fondest 
hopes  of  pure  and  good  men  stand  ?  Where,  Sir,  I  repeat,  shall  we 
look  but  to  those  with  whom,  around  our  beloved  altar,  we  have  bowed, 
pledging  to  each  other  all  that  we  hold  dear  in  this  life  and  all  we  hope 
in  that  which  is  to  oome  ?     (Applause.) 

To  Masonry,  as  an  institution,  I  favorably  look,  Sir,  (vehement 
applause,)  and  firmly  believe  that  its  teachings  and  its  precepts 
are  as  much  loved,  as  much  respected,  and  as  capable  of  stilling  the 
ftngiy  waves  of  passion  and  discord  as  ever ;  and,  Sir,  to-night,  as  I 
cast  my  eyes  upon  its  generous  representatives  by  whom  I  am  sur- 
rounded, I  gloiy  that  I  can  call  you  Brethren,  whether  of  the  North, 
the  East  or  West,  and  that  Masoniy  knows  no  limits  to  its  Brotherhood ; 
but  wherever  the  sun  shines  there  are  Masons  to  be  found,  and  amongst 
whom  no  other  emulation  should  be  known,  but  who  can  best  unfold 
her  beautiful  banners,  and  best  work  in  her  peaceful  quarries. 

To  you,  Brothers  of  this  proud  city,  where  so  much  has  been  done 
to  the  honor  and  perpetuity  of  this  hoaiy-headed  and  venerable  institu- 
tion, which,  amidst  the  changes  of  empires  and  the  fall  of  kingdoms,  has 
been  exempt  from  the  hand  of  ruthless  violence  and  distraction,  and 
stands  fiust  to-night  in  all  its  pristine  youthfhlness  and  gloiy,  alike  an 
object  of  admiration  and  homage,  to  you  and  our  associates  scattered 
throughout  this  mighty  B.epublic,  do  I  firmly  look  for  a  mightier  and 
stronger  chain  than  was  ever  forged  by  the  might  or  power  of  man — 
and  that  will  bind  in  perpetual  links  of  Brotherhood  this  mighty  coun- 
try— ^whose  united  career  no  mind  but  Deity  can  comprehend.  'In  con- 
clusion, permit  me  to  offer — ^Masonry,  one  and  indivisible. 

S.    T.    CARSON. 

Bro.  E.  T.  Carson  made  an  eloquent  response  to  the  fifth  sentiment, 
and  was  greeted  frequently  with  vehement  and  prolonged  applause. 
Our  space  precludes  the  possibility  of  more  than  a  meagre  sketch  of 
his  truly  eloquent  speech. 

Beferring  to  the  Grand  Consistoiy  of  Ohio,  he  said  that  in  the  an- 
cient covenant  of  sacrifices  it  was  customary  to  divide  the  sacrifice,  and 
thus  partake  of  it,  symbolizing  unity.     In  this  spirit  he  was  glad  to 
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meet  his  BreihreD,  and  break  mih  ihem  the  bfead  of  anion  and  firater- 
nity.  It  was  a  primary  object  of  Masonry  to  teach  love  to  man  and 
€k>d,  and  a]l  true  and  trusty  Masons  take  the  lesson  to  their  hearts, 
and  its  beneficent  influences  are  difiused  for  the  benefit  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  society.  The  rite  of  the  Consistoiy  consists  of  thirty-three 
degrees,  a  sacred  number,  and  her  grandeur  consists  in  unity.  It  har- 
monizes with  the  Union  of  thirty-three  States  of  this  Bepublic  Not 
one  link  can  be  taken  from  either  without  disorganizing  the  body,  and 
degrading  the  music  of  regularity  and  unity  into  discord  and  confumon. 
Take  away  the  unit  and  all  harmony  is  lost  forever ;  the  Gystem  is  de- 
stroyed, and  its  philosophy  bereft  of  its  happy  consistency. 

BJIOTHXR  COBNILIUS  MOOBS 

Responded  with  peculiar  Moity  to  the  sixth  sentiment  He  had  no 
thought  of  making  a  speech ;  there  were  so  many  sons  of  the  old  moth- 
er (Nova  Cesarea  Harmony  Lodge  No.  2,)  about  him  who  could  do  so 
much  better.  Moreover,  he  had  to  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  Enoch, 
(applause,)  our  brothw  Enoch.  But  he  was  reminded  that  to-night  the 
perfect  number  is  complete.  There  are  seven  Lqplges.  In  ancient 
Bfaspnry  there  were  seven  rites,  which  make  the  perfect  number.  It  is 
a  sacred  number.  Beginning  with  the  creation,  we  find  the  seven 
days,  and  we  find  seven  permeating  the  sacred  writings.  He  was  ex- 
tremely happy  to  refer  the  perfect  number  of  Lodges  in  the  city  to  the 
good  old  mother  Lodge  (Harmony).  She  sits  like  a  matroii  surround- 
ed by  her  offspring.  Sometimes  she  firowns,  and  we  bow  to  her  com- 
mands ;  but  usually  she  smiles.  Her  first  bom  was  the  old  Miami 
Lodge  No.  46.  Then  the  LaFayette,  which  like  Helen  in  the  Hiiad 
of  Homer,  "  She  walks  a  Goddess,  and  she  seems  a  Queen."  Her's 
is  a  mystical  number — 133 — sacred,  because  it  is  the  133rd  Psalm,  in 
which  is  the  verse,  **  Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren 
to  dwell  together  in  unity!"  Cincinnati  Lodge  stands  midway  .be- 
tween the  three  elder  and  three  younger  daughters,  McMillan,  Cynthia 
and  Hanselman ;  coy  with  the  former,  teazed  by  the  latter ;  a  golden 
link  binding  them  all  together  in  harmony.  Mr.  Moore-  proceeded  in 
a  happy  strain  at  too  great  a  length  for  us  to  follow,  and  he  was  rap- 
turously applauded  throughout.  We  have  seldom  listened  to  a  happier 
effort. 

WOMAN. 

Dr.  Yattier  responded  to  the  last  toast,  "  Woman,"  making  some 
pleasant  hits.    He  did  n't  know  why  he  was  called  upon,  unless  it  was 
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because  he  was  the  best-looking  or  the  ugliM  man  m  the  hoose.  He 
saw  seyeral  who  thought  themselves  equally  good-looking,  and  he 
would  n't  like  to  be  considered  the  u^est — ^looking  askant  at  several 
who  would  not  be  taken  as  models  for  a  Phidias.  He  proceeded  to 
pay  a  fitting  tribute  to  woman,  culminating  in  the  scintillation —  Womtm 
is  the  onlff  stopping^lace  between  Earth  and  Heaben  !  He  concluded 
by  offering  the  foUowbg : 

"  Honor  to  Woman !    To  her  it  is  given 
To  garland  the  earth  with  the  rosee  of  heaTon : 

All  blessed,  she  linketh  the  loves  in  her  choir. 
In  the  veil  of  her  graces  her  beauty  concealing. 
She  tends  on  each  altar  that's  hallowed  to  feeling, 

And  keeps  eyer  living  the  ire." 

The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Brethren  celebrating  at 

Lebanon : 

Cincinnati,  Deo.  27,  1869. 

ThB  Workmen  of  the  Temple,  in   Cincinnati,  to  the  Brethren  in  the  Foreits  of 
LAanon: 

OaxBTiNa :  Prepare  your  work,  as  did  the  Craftsmen  of  old,  that  when 
it  comes  to  be  set  np  in  the  Temple,  it  may  present  the  impress  of  the  Grand 
Master. 

The  following  response  was  received,  viz. : 

Lebanon,  Dec.  27,  1859. 

The  Heivert  in  the  Forests  of  LAanon  to  the  Builders  in  Cincinnati : 

Our  work  has  heretofore  reoeired  the  commendation  of  the  Overseers ; 
may  the  blocks  yon  offer,  united  with  the  timber  we  famish,  be  fitted  into  a 
Temple  more  glorious  and  endaring  than  that  of  Solomon's;  and,  like  it, 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  Supreme  Qiand  Master.  We  greet  yon,  Frip 
temally.  H.  M.  Stokss,  6.  M. 

A  volunteer  complimentary  to  H.  M.  Stokes,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  was  offered ;  and,  after  unging  Boms'  Adien, 
the  Brethren  separated. 


(IF*  It  is  the  general  opinion  in  the  East,  that  the  iniUatory  praiy 
tioes  of  the  several  orders  of  Dervishes  are  of  the  same  character  as 
those  of  Freemasoniy.  At  this  moment  the  snhject  attracts  eonsiderar 
ble  attention.  An  American  gentleman  who  had  been  initiated  among 
the  Dervishes,  obtained  initiation  as  a  Mason,  to  study  the  point,  and 
he  states  to  the  Brethren  that  the  connection  is  dose.  He  has  prepared 
for  the  press  a  history  of  the  Dervishes.  W.  Bro.  Azanavour,  of  Con- 
stantinople, states  that  he  has  ascertained  the  «gns  of  one  of  the  Der- 
vish orders. — Ifyde  dark,  Smyrna. 
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TWO   TBIALS   FOB   THE    SAME   OFFENCE. 


Ths  Mowing  is  taken  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Crtand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas: 

Gharses  were  preferred  against  one  C.  Ik  Bmner,  in  Eropholio 
Liodge  No.  84,  for  gross  onmasonic  conduct,  too  heinous  to  be  printed 
in  the  proceedings.  A  trial  was  had.  A  motion  made  to  expel  him 
was  lost— ajes  24,  nays  14 ;  a  motion  to  suspend  was  lost  by  like  vote. 
A  simple  reprimand  was  then  administered*  Some  sixty  days  after- 
wards, a  motion  was  made  for  re-hearing  against  him,  on  account  of 
newly  discovered  testimony.  The  Master  granted  it,  and  the  same 
ehaiges  were  aeain  preferred — an  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision 
to  the  Orand  Lodge.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  die 
majority  of  whom  reported  in  fiivor  of  sustaining  the  action  and  decis- 
ion of  the  W.  Master  in  granting  the  re-hearing ;  the  minority  of  the 
committee  made  a  report  dissentmg  from  the  action  of  the  majority, 
upon  the  ground  that  as  the  accused  had  been  once  put  upon  his  ttuJ 
upon  the  same  charges,  and  convicted  and  punished  by  a  reprimand,  it 
was  contrary  to  the  institutions  of  Masonry,  as  it  was  to  the  law  of  the 
land,  that  a  person  should  be  twice  tried,  convicted  and  punished  for 
die  same  dfence. 

We  diflfor  from  the  minority  in  their  oonsideradon  of  Ae  matter  in 
controversy,  and  fully  agree  with  the  majority,  and  with  the  W.  Master 
— thinking  the  reasoning  of  the  minority  of  the  committee  wholly  in- 
apposite. 

It  is  true,  that  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned,  it  is  the  salvation  of 
our  country,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  the  interests  of  society,  that 
when  a  matter  haa  been  once  adjudicated,  a  final  rest  should  be  put  to 
it  The  reason  is  simple.  The  law  does  not  pretend  to  prescribe  a 
course  of  morals,  or  conduct  to  any  individual  in  the  community,  so 
long  as  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  conducting  of  the  matters  of 
state.  Thus,  many  offences  against  morals  and  strict  right,  so  long  as 
private,  are  ignored  by  the  law.  Each  individual  in  the  community  is, 
however,  entitled  to  its  protection,  and,  therefore,  where  his  righte  are 
interfered  with,  the  law  interposes  in  his  behalf— gives  him  a  forum  ^ 
where  he  can  obtain  redress.  He  must  there  seek  it— when  he  does ' 
so,  he  must  abide  by  its  decision.  If  not,  and  he  would  be  allowed  to 
renew  his  complaint  again  and  again,  government  would  come  to  a 
stand  still,  for  it  would  be  unable  to  afford  redress,  horn  the  multitude 
of  applications  for  ite  interposition.  Besides,  it  is  but  a  matter  between 
the  o&nder  and  the  party  injured.  It  in  no  manner  afiecte  the  great 
body  of  society.  Others  are  not  bound  to  notice  the  offender,  even  if 
he  is  acquitted  by  the  law.  His  intereste  and  others  are  in  no  wise  af- 
fected ;  there  is  no  privity  or  connection  between  them ;  and  the  com- 
munity pursue  their  proper  course,  with  no  thought  of  the  ofience,  or 
heeding  it,  except  the  loathing  one  feels  for  a  villain.    But  in  Mascmiy 
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it  is  different.  As  long  as  the  offender  remains  in  the  society,  he  must 
be  treated  as  a  worthy  member  of  it  We  proclaim  to  the  world  that 
our  Order  is  based  upon  the  principles  of  justice  and  true  morality— 
that  our  institution  is  one  that  advocates  the  doctrine  of  loye  finr  oui 
fellow  man — that  as  to  one  another,  we  are  brothers — that  we  rejoioe 
with  one  another's  success,  that  we  sympathisse  with  each  other's  woe, 
and  in  distress  and  misfortune,  solace  and  comfort  him.  Then,  if  one 
who  has  committed^  an  offence,  that  is  described  as  too  vile  to  be  printed, 
can,  because  he  has  merely  been  reprimanded  on  account  of  not  suf- 
ficient testimony  having  been  produced,  set  that  forth  as  a  bar  to  further 
action,  after  sufficient  testimony  has  been  procured,  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  are  bound  to  treat  him  as  a  Brother,  and  to  hold 
him  forth  to  the  world  as  a  man,  good  and  true,  it  is  giving  the  lie  to 
the  principles  of  our  Order,  as  proclaimed  by  us.  This  cannot  be  so. 
His  connection  with  our  Order  is  a  living  blot  upon  it — ^his  offence  is 
a  continuing  one  against  its  principles,  and  we  maintain  that  we  have 
a  right  to  exclude  him  from  it  when  his  ofience  can  be  proven,  as  much 
as  in  social  life,  one  person  has  a  right  to  refuse  social  connection  with 
one  whom  he  knows  to  be  a  sooundrel,  although  he  may  have  been 
tried  for  the  veiy  offence  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  acquitted. 

There  is  much  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  condusaon 
arrived  at  by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  The  defendant  was 
found  guiUy  on  the  first  trial,  and  punished  by  reprimand.  Why, 
then,  should  new  evidence  be  necessary  to  prove  his  ffuikf  If 
he  had  been  acquitted  on  the  first  trial,  the  reasoning  of  the  committee 
would  have  much  force,  but  on  the  case  under  consideration,  its  sound- 
ness may  well  be  doubted. 


•  »♦• 


MINNESOTA. 


Thb  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  held  its  hst  annual  meetmg  in  Oc- 
tober. Bro.  Pierson,  G.  M.,  gives  the  foUowing  acoount  of  Masoni^ 
in  his  jurisdiction : 

*'  The  act  organizing  the  Territory  of  Minnesota,  was  passed  March 
3,  1849.  The  Governor  arrived  here  in  May  following,  and  soon 
thereafter,  the  other  Territorial  Officers.  In  the  seventh  number  of 
the  'Minnesota  Chronicle,'  issued  July  12th,  1849,  appeared  the 
following  notice : 

Masonic. — All  membiBrs  of  the  Order  who  may  be  at  St.  Paul,  on 
Monday  next,  (the  16th  inst)  are  fraternally  invited  to  attend  a  con- 
vocation to  be  held  at  the  American  House,  at  7^  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Punctual  attendance  is  requested.  B. 
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*'  In  response  to  the  call,  a  goodly  number  assembled  in  ihe  sehool 
house,  and  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  for  a  Dis- 
pensation. The  petition  was  signed  by  Bros.  0.  E.  Smith,  J.  Hughes, 
D.  F.  Brawley,  A.  Goodrich,  Lett  Moffett,  W.  C.  Wright,  J.  0. 
Bamsey,  John  Conden,  Albert  Stilton,  John  Holland,  Levi  Sloan,  and 
J.  A.  Atkinside. 

"  The  Dispensation  was  granted  Aug.  4,  1849,  appointing  Bros.  G. 
K.  Smith,  W.  M. ;  Jer.  Hughes,  S.  W. ;  and  D.  F.  Brawley,  J.  W. 
Meetings  were  regularly  held  during  that  and  the  following  year ;  con- 
siderable work  was  done ;  many  of  our  best  citizens  date  their  reception 
of  Masonic  light  to  that  Lodge.  A  charter  was  granted  January  24, 
1853.  October  12,  1850,  a  Dispensation  was  issned  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  Wisconsin,  to  a  number  of  brethren  residing  at  Stillwater, 
to  open  St.  John's  Lodge,  and  appointing  Bros.  F.  E.  Bartlett,  W. 
M. ;  Benj.  Allen,  S.  W.,  and  Wm.  Holcomb,  J.  W.  June  9th, 
1852,  a  charter  was  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  numbered  89,  on 
their  roll.  St.  John's  Lodge  was  the  first  Lodge  chartered,  though 
St.  Paul  was  the  firist  under  dispensation ;  the  latter  was  chartered  last 
of  the  three  which  formed  the  Grand  Lodge. 

^^  During  the  year  1852,  a  Dispensation  was  granted  by  the  Ghrand 
Master  of  Illinois,  for  Cataract  Lodge,  at  St  Anthony,  appointing 
Bros.  A.  E.  Ames,  W.  M. ;  Wm.  Smith,  S.  W.,  and  Isaac  Brown, 
J.  W.  A  charter  was  granted  October  5,  1852,  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
numbered  on  their  roll  121.  This  Lodge  had  the  honor  of  furnishing 
our  first  Grand  Master,  in  the  person  of  M.  W.  Bro.  A.  E.  Ames. 

**  Feb.  23,  1853,  the  delegates  of  the  three  Lodges  met  in  conven- 
tion, and  formed  a  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  next  session,  two  charters  were 
granted ;  the  next,  one  ;  the  next,  two ;  the  next,  ten ;  the  next,  six ; 
and  the  last,  four;  making  twenty-^ye  Lodges  chartered  since  our 
organization. 

"  In  September,  1853,  a  Dispensation  for  a  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch 
Masons  was  obtained,  and  chartered  by  the  name  of  Minnesota  Boyal 
Arch  Chapter  No.  1,  at  St.  Paul. 

"  In  August,  1857,  a  dispensation  was  obtained  for  Vermillion  Chap- 
ter, at  Hastings,  and  in  Januaiy,  1858,  for  St  Anthony  Falls  Chapter, 
at  St.  Anthony,  each  of  which  was  granted  a  charter  at  the  recent  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  at  Chicago.  I  presume  a  Ghrand 
Chapter  will  be  formed  the  present  month. 

"  In  June,  1857,  a  charter  for  a  Council  of  Boyal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters was  obtained  from  the  Grand  Council  of  New  York,  which  soon 
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ceased  its  labon;  but  it  is  understood  ihat  Giyptie  Mascmiy  will  soon 
again  receive  the  attention  of  the  Companions  under  other  authority. 

"  In  August,  1856,  a  dispensation  was  received,  followed  in  Septem- 
ber, of  the  same  year,  by  a  charter  for  Damascus  Commandery  of 
Knights  Templar.  Thus  in  three  years  from  the  establishment  of  the 
*  Grand  Lodge,  each  of  the  other  branches  of  Masoniy  has  been  culti- 
vated,  as  also  the  Order  of  Christian  Knighthood ;  while  our  inoroase 
of  Members,  Lodges,  Chapters,  etc.,  has  been  rapid,  a  due  obeeirance 
has  been  had  to  the  requirements  of  the  Institution." 

There  is  little  in  the  proceedings  except  of  local  interest    Brodier 
Pierson  was  rejected  G.  M.,'and  Brother  Presoott,  Grand  SeoretBiy. 


A  Subject  of  Begbbt* — Bro.  Parvin,  who  recently  aasumed  the 
editorial  charge  of  the  Western  Freemcuan,  is  engaged  in  a  somewhat 
bitter  controversy  with  Bro.  Hartsock,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in 
Iowa,*  respecting  the  Work  of  the  Blue  Lodges.  It  appears  that  Bro. 
H.  has  ordered  the  Subordinate  Bodies  to  practice  the  work  as  he 
teaches  it,  and  Bro.  P.  contends  that  it  is  not  the  work  authorized  6y 
the  Grand  Lodge.  In  the  last  number  of  the  Western  Freemason, 
the  editor,  refuting  some  of  the  Grand  Master's  statements,  says : 

It  has  been  no  pleasing  task  to  us  to  tell  these  truths,  and  in  doing 
so,  unmask  this  Brother  who  has  so  long  veiled  himself  from  the  just 
contempt  in  which  all  good  and  true  Masons  should  hold  such  conduct 

In  olden  time  an  incendiary  put  a  torch  to  the  temple  of  Diana,  at 
Ephesus,  and  burned  it  down*  in  order  to  buUd  up  a  reputation  for 
himself,  in  which  he  succeeded ;  and  as  long  as  history  eoidureB,  the 
name  of  Erostratus  will  be  handed  down  as  the  great  leader  of  that 
class  who,  if  thoy  can  only  reap  pleasure  to  themselves,  care  not  to 
carry  death  to  others.     Verily,  they  shall  have  their  reward. 

This  is  indeed  severe  language  to  indulge  in  respecting  a  high  func- 
tionary in  whom  the  Masons  repose  confidence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  controversy  may  be  speedily  brought  to  an  end  without  further 
statements  such  as  have  been  quoted,  for  it  certainly  is  not  creditable 
to  the  Fraternity. 

*  This  titto,  m  bdlena,  Bro.  Parrln  doM  not  reoogniae  m  proper. 
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Bro.  J08BPH  CoYXLL,  of  Jay  Bridge,  Maine,  an  old  and  ardent 
Mason,  has  furnished  us  with  the  following,  which  he  says  is  an  exaot 
oopy  of  a  circular  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  in 
A.  L.  5805,  to  the^  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction,  informing  them  that 
Bio.  Benjamin  Oleason  was  auihoriied  to  impart  to  the  members  of 
the  Fraternity  the  work  and  lectures  as  taught  by  Webb,  and  approved 
by  said  Grand  Lodge.    As  many  yiews  are  entertained  by  the  Craft  in 
Tarious  jurisdictions  of  the  United  States  and  elsewhere,  as  to  the  true 
and  ancient  work,  the  ancient  records  are  being  searched  and  therefrom 
learn  who  were  fully  indorsed  as  being  correct  teaeheia  and  instructors, 
fresh  from  the  school  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  and  Bro.  Covell  has 
brought  forth  this  document  to  prove  that  Bro.  Gleason  was  indorsed 
in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  and  during  the  lives  of  Bros. 
Webb  and  Snow,  when  such  indorsement  would  not  have  passed  if  his 
work  and  lectures  were  incorrect ;  but  as  Bro.  Gleason  received  his 
instruction  from  the  pure  fountain  that  flowed  from  the  East  at  that 
time,  those  who  have  his  work  and  lectures  have,  at  least,  an  apology 
for  contendmg  with  some  of  the  great  lights  of  the  present  day,  that 
errors  exist  in  the  teachings  and  work,  and  that  from  the  evidence  they 
produce,  they  should  have  some  influence  in  correcting  the  innovations, 
before  they  become  fostened  upon  the  minds  of  the  Graft.  .  We  agree 
with  Bro.  Covell  as  to  some  of  the  points  in  dispute,  and  as  to  others 
upon  which  no  di£ference  of  opinion  has  been  expressed,  we  feel  that 
but  little  confusion  would  occur  by  meeting  fece  to  fiice  and  mingling 
our  voices  in  the  lecture  rooms,  or  in  the  Masonic  sanctum,  in  exempli- 
fying the  work. 

This  circular  may  be  a  starting  point  for  investigation,  which  may 
have  a  tendency  to  settle  some  points  like  those  in  the  Past  Master's 
Degrees. 

Oopj  from  til*  OiigiiMl- 

jPVom  the^  East,  West  cmd  South,  of  the  Orand  Lodge  of  Mass. 

To  THB  BiOHT  WoBSHipruL  D18TBIOT  Dbputt  Obamd  Mastbbb  ;  Right 
W0B8HIPFUL  Mabtbbs,  and  Wobsjufful  Wardkhs,  and  other  Offigbbs 
and  Mbmbbbs  of  the  seyeral  Lodobs  in  the  Commokwbalth  of  Massa- 

CHUBBTTB  : 

Whereas,  great  and  serious  inconveniences  have  arisen,  and  continue 
to  arise,  to  our  most  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity,  from  the  rude, 

*  from  the  Indiana  ViMmtton. 
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imperfect,  and  in  many  instances,  erroneons  lectures  and  modes  of 
work,  in  many  of  our  Lodges ;  and  the  respectability  and  credit  of 
every  Lodge  demand  that  these  inconveniences  be  removed  as  speedily 
as  may  be.    And, 

Whereas,  Many  officers  of  Lodges,  and  other  very  respectaUe 
brethren,  in  various  parts  of  this  Commonwealth,  have  earnestly  re- 
quested the  Grand  Lodge  to  establish  a  regular  and  uniform  mode  of 
Masonic  labor  in  the  several  degrees ;  and  that  the  most  excellent  and 
highly  valued  lectures  belonging  to  those  degrees,  and  which  difibae 
true  Masonic  light  and  information  to  the  craft,  may  be  taught  invaria- 
bly in  all  the  Lodges,  and  agreeable  to  the  Ancient  Forms  and  ven- 
erated Landmarks  of  the  Fraternity. 

And,  Whereas,  The  Grand  Lodg^,  ever  attentive  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  respective  Lodges,  and  particularly  desir- 
ous to  meet  the  united  wishes  of  their  brethren,  by  correcting  the 
errors  in  working,  and  remove  the  just  complaints  in  consequence 
thereof,  and  to  establish  uniformly  the  Ancient  mode  of  labor  in  the 
several  degrees  of  Masonry,  did,  at  the  Quarterly  Communication,  in 
March,  A.  L.  5805,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  empower  the  Most  Wor> 
shipful  Isaiah  Thomas,  Grand  Master,  to  use  such  ways  and  means  as 
he  should  judge  would  best  accomplish  this  important  object.  Li  con- 
sequence of  which  vote,  our  said  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  hav- 
ing, with  a  number  of  Present  and  Past  Grand  Officers,  examined  'Our 
worthy  Brother  Benjamin  Gleason,  P.  M.,  &;c.,  and  finding  him  an 
excellent  workman,  in  ancient  manner  and  form,  and  well  skilled  in 
the  several  degrees  of  Masonry,  has  appointed  him,  our  said  Brother 
Gleason,  €h*and  Lecturer  and  Instructor ;  and  that  the  errors  ocMn- 
plained  of  may  be  thoroughly  corrected,  the  evils  resulting  from  those 
errors  effectually  removed,  and  a  uniform  method  of  working  and  lec- 
turing in  Ancient  manner  completely  obtained,  our  Most  Worsbipful 
Gh'and  Master  has  commissioned  and  directed  our  said  Bro.  Gleason 
"  To  visit  all  the  Masonic  districts  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  carefully 
and  seasonably  to  notify  the  several  Eight  Worshipful  Masters,  and 
Worshipful  Wardens  of  the  Lodges  in  said  districts,  to  meet  at  such 
times,  and  at  such  Lodge  room,  or  rooms,  in  each  district,  as  may  be 
convenient ;  then  and  there,  dilligenUy  and  faithfully  to  communicate 
from  us,  to  such  Bight  Worshipful  Masters  and  Worshipful  Wardens, 
and  to  such  officers  and  members  of  Lodges  as  may,  by  said  Bight 
Worshipful  Masters  and  Worshipful  Wardens  be  selected,  (or  chosen 
by  the  Lodges  to  attend  on  the  occasion)  such  lessons  and  instruction 
in  the  ancient  mode  of  Masonic  labor  in  the  several  degrees  of  En- 
tered Apprentices,  Fellow  Craft  and  Masons,  with  the  regular  mode  of 
opening  and  closing  the  Lodge  in  these  degrees ;  and  also  such  illus- 
trations, by  lectures,  of  the  ancient  principles  and  usages  of  our  hon- 
orable Fraternity,  as  have  been  sanctioned  by  Past  and  Present  Grand 
Lodges,  and  Grand  Masters,  in  Europe  and  in  the  United  States,  and 
approbated  and  adopted  by  us,  being  according  to  the  old  constitutionSi 
And  he  is  also  to  communicate  from  us  to  such  Bight  Worshipful  Mas* 
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tens  vrhom  it  may  concern,  the  mode  of  installing,  &c,  newly  elected 
Masters,  and  other  o£Soers  of  Lodges,  as  approbiited  and  sanctioned 
by  us. 

"  And  the  said  Grand  Lectnrer  and  Instmctor  is  enjoined  to  con* 
tinue  his  lectures  and  instructions,  at  each  meeting  in  a  district,  or  parts 
of  districts,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  six  days  successively— Sundays 
excepted — or  longer,  if  needral  to  complete  the  necessary  instruction, 
but  not  to  exceed  twelve  days  in  .one  place." 

And  the  said  Qrand  Lecturer  and  Instmctor  is  further  required,  to 
"  Take  and  keep  an  accurate  list  of  the  names  of  the  Right  Worship- 
ful Masters  and  Worshipful  Wardens,  and  all  others  appointed  by 
ihem,  or  chosen  by  Lodges  to  attend,  and  who  do  attend  his  Lectures 
and  Instructions,  and  to  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  time  he  is 
employed  in  each  district,  or  parts  of  districts,  and  of  all  sums  of 
money  he  may  receive  from  the  Lodges  as  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  to  make  returns  thereof,  with  an  account  of  his  proceedings, 
&c.,  to  the  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  month  of 
August,  in  the  year  of  Christ,  1806,  and  of  Masonry,  5806,  or  sooner, 
if  toe  business  committed  to  him  is  completed ;  ana  at  all  other  times 
when  reauired  thereto  by  us." 

We,  therefore,  request  of,  and  recommend  it  to  you,  Right  Worship- 
ful District  Deputy  Grand  Masters,  Right  WorshipfUl  Masters,  and 
Worshipful  Waruens,  and  other  o£Scers  and  members  of  the  several 
Lodges  in  this  Commonwealth,  to  aid  and  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  our  said  Grand  Lecturer  and  Instructor,  in  the  discharge  of  the 
miportant  duties  of  his  office.  We  trust  that  you,  Right  m>rshipM 
Masters,  and  Worahipful  Wardens  of  Lodges,  will  duly  notice  the 
information  to  be  given  you  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting.  We 
believe  you  will  cheerfully  embrace  an  opportunity,  long  desired  by  all 
good  Masons,  of  establishing  in  this  jurisdiction  a  regular  and  uniform 
mode  of  work,  as  a  means  of  strengthening  the  attempt  to  restore  the 
sublime  art  to  its  original  excellence.  The  diffusion  of  the  genuine 
Ancient  principles  of  our  Order,  will  display  the  wisdom,  strength  and 
beauty  of  Masonry ;  and  it  must  add  to  your  felicity,  as  members  of  our 
extensive  Fraternity,  and  as  men,  to  cultivate  those  principles,  in  their 
highest  perfection,  in  the  Lodges  where  you  have  the  honor  to  preside. 
You  will,  therefore,  with  alacrity,  attend  to  the  lectures  and  instruc- 
tions that  will  be  ofllered  you,  and  make  yourselves  fiilly  and  oompletely 
acquainted  therewith. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Masters  and  Worshipful  Wardens  of  Lodges, 
or  the  Lodges  at  regular  and  special  meetings,  will,  immediately,  on 
receiving  notice  from  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  Instructor,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting,  choose  such  members  of  their  respective  Lodges^ 
to  attend  with  them,  Uie  said  Masters  and  Wardens,  at  said  meetings, 
as  are  most  likely  to  receive,  and  fiilly  to  impress  on  their  memories, . 
the  words  and  spirit  of  the  lectures,  &c.,  that  they  may  readily  com- 
municate them  to  other  members  of  their  Lodges,  and  enable  the  whole 
to  become  expert  workmen  and  valuable  Masons. 

20 — VOL.  v.    NO.  vn. 
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It  is  ezpeoted  the  Ghrand  Lecturer  and  Instmotor,  by  strict  poneto- 
ality  and  attention,  will  complete  his  visits  in  one  year  from  the  first  of 
An^st,  A.  L.  5805  ;  he  will  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  his  services,  the  part  to  each  Lodge  of  that  compensation  will  be 
but  small,  considering  the  importance  of  the  object ;  and  that  small 
compensation  the  Grand  Lodge  have  no  doubt  'mil  be  readily  paid  to 
him,  at  the  time  of  his  ending  his  lectures,  &c.,  in  the  place  where  he 
gives  them,  that  he  may  be  enabled,  with  &oility  and  satisfiustion,  to 

Sroceed  on  his  mission.     His  compensation  will  average  about  fifteen 
ollars  from  each  Lodge. 

Recommending  to  your  kind  attention  our  worthy  Brother,  in  his 
truly  arduous  undertaJcing,  we  are,  Right  Worshipfrd  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  Right  Worshipful  Masters,  Worsnipfrd  Wardens,  and 
officers  and  members  of  the  several  Lodges  in  this  Commonwealth, 
with  great  esteem  and  Masonic  afi^tion, 

IsALiH  Thokab,  6.  M. 

Simeon  Elliott,  D.  G.  M. 

Joseph  Lauohton,  S.  G.  W. 

johk  solt,  j.  6.  w. 

Attest :  Thaddeas  M.  Hairis,  Grand  Corresponding  Secretary. 


-•♦♦-^ 


For  Thi  Abhuji. 
ACCOBDIA   LODGE   NO.    277. 


Messbs.  Editors — The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  Aocor- 
dia  Lodge  No.  277,  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Charles  Kauffeld,  W.  M. ;  Herman  Vogler,  &  W. ;  Charles  Wirth, 
J.  W. ;  Andrew  Ortmeyer,  Treas. ;  Frederick  Oendtner,  Sec ;  Emil 
Jaeger,  S.  D. ;  Charles  Shober,  J.  D. ;  Charles  Wetsler  and  Joseph 
Heineman,  Stewards ;  Francis  Holbeck,  Tyler. 

At  the  first  regular  meeting  after  the  installation,  an  interesting 
scene  occurred.  The  members  of  the  Lodge^  by  private  contribntions, 
procured  a  magnificent  Past  Master's  Jewel  and  presented  the  same  to 
the  retiring  Master,  Gfustavus  H.  Banmer.  At  the  proper  time  the 
W.  M.  delivered  an  address  to  6ro.  P.  M.  Baumer,  and  invested  him 
with  the  Jewel,  who,  although  taken  by  surprise,  responded  to  it  in  a 
feelmg  and  happy  manner.  The  glistening  eye  was  eloquent  with  the 
emotion  of  the  heart  of  eveiy  one  present.  Altogether,  the  scene  and 
the  sentiments  there  expressed,  must  have  met  the  approbation  of  the 
All-Seeing  Eye  above.  H. 

Chicago^  Jantuiryy  1860. 
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SBLBCTIONS   FROM   THE  N.  T.   COURIER. 


OLD   BUT  UNITSKD  UBCTUBXS. 

In  remote  times,  when  lectores  were  added  to  the  system  of  Free- 
masonry, they  were  sometimes  coaohed  in  rl^yme,  but  then:  verses  sel- 
dom embodied  any  of  the  peculiar  secrets.  The  introduction  of  the 
"  Master's  part,"  as  it  was  then  called,  was  expressed  as  follows.  The 
passage  has  long  been  expunged  from  our  Bituals,  as  unmeaning  and 
useless ;  and,  therefore,  there  will  be  no  impropriety  in  introducmg  the 
following  extract,  to  show  how  our  ancient  Brethren  worked : 

Question.    An  £.  A.  P.,  I  presume,  you  have  been  ? 

Answer.  J.  and  B.  I  have  seen.  A  M.  M.  I  was  most  rare,  with 
diamond,  ashlar  and  the  square. 

Question,  If  a  M.  M.  you  would  be,  you  must  understand  the 
rule  of  three,  and  M.  B.  shall  make  you  free ;  and  what  you  want  in 
Masonry,  shall,  in  this  Lodge,  be  shown  to  thee. 

Answer.  Good  Masonry,  I  understand ;  the  keys  of  all  Lodges  are 
at  my  command. 

It  18,  at  the  present  day,  the  law  to  admit  no  persons  to  the  privi- 
leges of  Masonry,  unless  they  can  write  their  names  to  their  petition 
for  admission.  Few,  however,  now  demand  more  than  this,  ii^le,  in 
the  olden  time,  it  was  necessaiy  that  they  should,  in  addition,  know  so 
much  of  one  of  the  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  which  are  required  to 
cultivate  Arithmetic j  as  to  understand  the  nde  of  three.  Would  it 
not  be  well  if  this  old  rule  was  restored  ? 

MASONIC   HALL  AND  ASYLUM  JfTSHD  BALL. 

But  a  little  over  a  week  now  remains  for  the  Brethren  to  secure 
their  tickets,  and  make  the  ball  of  the  14th  proximo  the  most  produc- 
dve,  in  aid  of  this  great  and  deserving  charity,  of  the  thirteen  which 
have  preceded  it  The  arrangements  will  be  on  the  most  liberal  scale, 
and  no  exertions  will  be  spared  by  those  who  have  been  selected  to 
manage  it,  to  render  it  so  unexceptionable,  that  a  night  of  unalloyed 
pleasure  may  be  relied  upon,  in  addition  to  the  more  heartfelt  gratifica- 
tion of  having  done  something  for  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity — 
the  widow  and  the  orphan. 

brew's  masonic  hand  book. 

We  have  been  kindly  furnished  with  an  early  copy  of  a  most  chaste 
and  beautifully  printed  Hand  Book,  or  Standard  Manual,  compiled 
under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  R.  Wor.  Bra  Wm.  H.  Drew, 
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Grand  Lectarer  to  the  Orand  Lodge  of  the  State,  and  made  to  con- 
fonn  strictly  to  the  standard  of  work  alone  authorized  to  be  practiced 
in  the  jurisdiction. 

Without  intending  in  the  least  to  derogate  from  the  other  Manuals 
previously  in  existence,  each  of  which  have  their  own  peculiar  excel- 
lencies, we  must  candidly  confess  that  Bra  Drew  has  not  only  greatly 
improved  on  all  his  predecessors,  but,  by  avoiding  many  inconsistencies, 
which  were  only  too  apparent  to  the  enlightened  Masonic  critic,  has 
furnished  to  the  Craft  of  the  Empire  State,  primanh/,  and  of  all  others 
where  genuine  Symbolic  Masonry  is  practiced,  secondarikff  the  best 
and  most  perfect  Manual  we  have  seen.  In  addition  to  its  excellent 
typography,  it  is  otherwise  weU  got  up,  and,  though  containing  one 
hundred  and  eighty-two  pages  of  printed  matter,  is  confined  to  the 
three  degrees.  It  bears  the  imprint  of  Macoy  &  Sickles,  and  can,  we 
believe,  be  procured  wholesale  or  retail  at  their  office,  Masonic  Temple, 
comer  of  Broome  and  Crosby  streets. 


^  «<•- 


fiXTfiACT  FROM  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  FOREIGN  COR- 
RESPONDENCE OF  G.  L.  OF  ILLINOIS. 


(Continned  ftom  FebnuuyNo.) 
CHARLATANISM. 

YoxTB  Committee  fully  subscribe  to  the  following  extracts,  taken 
from  the  proceedings  of  Louisiana,  Ohio  and  Maryland. 

By  the  Gbrand  Master  of  Louisiana : 

There  is  a  species  of  charlatanism  becoming  quite  too  common  in  our 
State  and  countrv ;  it  is  the  insertion  of  cards  and  advertisements  in 
newspapers,  emblazoned  with  Masonic  emblems,  and  addressed  to  the 
Fraternity ;  in  other  words,  making  merchandise  of  Masonry.  It  is  a 
base  prostitution  of  our  expressive  emblems,  and  should  be  reprobated 
by  every  worthy  member  of  the  Order. 

By  the  Maryland  Committee : 

In  several  instances,  the  present  Committee  have  discovered  that  the 
emblems  of  the  Order  were  worn  by  persons  who  not  only  had  no  con- 
nection with  it,  but  knew  nothing  at  all  about  its  character  or  use.  It 
is  to  them,  therefore,  so  far  from  being  proof  that  a  man  wearing  Ma- 
sonic emblems  is  a  Mason,  that  they  are  in  almost  every  case  that  pre- 
sents itself,  disposed  to  doubt  that  ne  is  so.  One  of  the  most  mortify- 
ing reflections  connected  with  this  reprehensible  practice,  is  the  use  of 
Masonic  emblems  upon  the  signs  and  lamps  of  liquor  houses. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  has— 

Resohedf  That  the  use  of  Masonic  emblems  and  devices  on  business 
cards,  or  by  way  of  advertisement^  ezoept  for  legitimate,  honest  porposes, 
be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  disapprovea. 

OVVL  OWN  GSAHD  LODGB. 

At  this  time,  nHnoiB  stands  in  the  rank  with  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Kentnoky  and  Georgia  in  the  nmnber  of  her  Lodges  and  members. 
The  time  is  not  hr  distant  when  she  will  be  second  only  to  New  York 
in  population  and  wealth,  in  Masonic  members  and  Lodges.  From 
five  Lodges  in  1840,  from  an  obscure  and  humble  position,  she  has  in 
the  short  spaoe  of  eighteen  years  attained  the  front  rank  in  power,  and 
will  soon  wield  a  mighty  inflnenoe  in  shaping  and  guiding  Masonic 


Let  Illinois  Masons  be  true  to  themselves — ^let  them  seek  for  and 
maintain  the  ancient  landmarks— let  them  be  models  for  the  imitation 
of  others,  and  no  foe  from  without  can  sap  their  foundations,  mar  their 
peace  or  destroy  their  harmony.  As  yet,  such  miserable  distraction 
and  destructive  broils  as  have  weakened  and  disgraced  other  jurisdic- 
tions, have  not  occurred  among  us.  Yet,  we  are  but  human,  and  what 
has  happened  to  others,  may  happen  to  us  in  turn.  May  the  Great 
Architect  so  dispose  our  minds,  that  we  shall  only  seek  to  adorn,  mag- 
nify and  exalt  the  temple  He  has  set  up. 

The  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Alabama,  Arkansas, 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  quote  extracts  from  the  address  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Hibbard,  and  with  marked  approval,  especially  those 
parts  which  relate  to  tiie  death  of  Bro.  Dickey,  and  hasty  and  improper 
work. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Ohio,  New  Jersey 
and  Kansas,  allude  in  terms  of  approval  to  the  same  subjects. 

Bro.  Abell,  of  California,  condenses  the  substance  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Dills'  address ;  Bro.  McJilton,  of  Maryland,  extracts  from  it 
l^i^gclj}  Aiid  then  quotes  and  endorses  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  address.  Bro.  Fenton,  of  Michigan,  notices  the  several  proposi- 
tions of  M.  W.  Bro.  Dills,  and  the  Missouri  Committee  do  the  same. 
Bro.  Hollenbeck,  of  Vermont,  styles  the  message  "  an  able  paper," 
and  makes  quotations  and  comments  at  considerable  length.  Bro. 
Chase,  of  New  Hampshire,  endorses  him  and  his  message.  Bro. 
Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  culls  such  feuits  from  it,  as  he  thinks  desirable 
for  the  information  of  our  Wisconsin  brethren. 
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The  Correspondenoe  Beporte  eztxaot  from  oons  in  1857  and  1858 
veiy  liberally,  and  oomment  freely. 

Bio.  MoCorkle,  of  Kentucky,  notioes  oore  of  1857,  and  sfcyleB  the 
notice  of  Eliaha  Kent  Kane,  a  "  beantifal  tribate.''  The  matter  of 
the  demit  of  a  Brother  at  Chester  is  noticed  at  great  length,  and  the 
oonrse  of  onr  Ghrand  Lodge  endorsed,  but  the  spirit  of  the  Brother  con- 
demned. An  anecdote  is  told  of  a  Brother  in  that  jorisdiotion,  who 
was  required  to  forsake  his  Lodge.  When  so  required,  he  told  his 
brethren  in  the  church  that  they  could  do  as  they  liked ;  that  he  de- 
sired to  retain  his  position,  but  would  never  renounce  Masonry,  and 
there  the  matter  endedv 

Bro.  Gallagher,  of  Arkansas,  quotes  the  remarks  in  regard  to  die 
*'  new  test,"  as  adopted  in  Texas,  in  full,  and  is  pleased  to  honor  the 
report  as  ''  an  able  condensation  of  the  principal  matters  of  interest 
contained  in  the  proceedings  of  sister  Orand  Lodges.'' 

Bro.  Fuller,  of  Tennessee,  extracts  from  our  report  of  1857,  the 
remarks  in  regard  to  degrees,  discipline,  duties  of  a  Master,  and  the 
*'new  test." 

Bro.  Lyman,  of  Ohio,  in  a  short  notice  of  our  proceedings  of  1857, 
styles  our  report,  *'  a  well  prepared  document." 

Bro.  Wood,  of  Alabama,  in  remarks  upon  the  same  report,  says: 
"  We  have  a  beautiful  tribute  to  the  '  illustrious  dead,'  Elisha  Kent 
Kane,  Grand  Master  William  0.  Dawson  and  ^omas  Claiborne,  of 
Tennessee." 

The  remarks  in  relation  to  Masters  are  inserted,  and  he  says  the 
resolution  of  thanks  for  the  report  was  full  of  meaning  and  richly  de- 
served. 

Bro.  Hough,  of  New  Jersey,  is  pleased  to  class  our  report  of  1857, 
as  valuable,  and  fiilly  equal  to  any  he  has  read. 

Bro.  Hollenbeck,  of  Vermont,  devotes  a  good  deal  of  attention  to 
the  reports  for  1857  and  1858,  and  gives  his  Brethren  the  benefit  of 
our  remarks  upon  discipline,  and  cordially  endorses  them.  The  state- 
ment made  last  year  in  regard  to  the  wonderful  progress  made  in  this 
State,  and  the  reasons  given  for  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Order,  is  in- 
serted in  his  report,  and  copious  extracts  taken  from  the  remarks  upon 
the  Piatt  case. 

Bro.  Howe,  of  Wisconsin,  makes  extracts  from  last  year's  report, 
and  gives  the  statement  in  regard  to  our  growth,  wealth  and  numbers 
»fi  eztenso. 


THE  ASHLAB.  817 

Bio.  O'SolliTan,  of  Missouri,  oondenses  the  sfeatemeiit  in  regard  to 
our  growth. 

Bro.  Pearl,  of  Maine,  quotes  our  remarks  in  regard  to  Masonic  hisr 
toiy  in  this  Stato. 

Bro.  Abell,  of  California,  thanks  us  for  our  kind  remembranoe  of 
Hawaiian  Lodge,  and  for  the  compliments  paid  his  Orand  Lod^,  and 
expresses  satisfaction  at  the  explanation  giTen  in  regard  to  the  restorsr 
tion  of  a  Brother  by  P.  G.  M.  Hibbard,  by  order  of  our  Grand  Lodge. 
Our  proceedings  are  brought  before  the  eye,  in  rapid  order,  and  the 
ability  displayed  by  our  Grand  Secretary  in  getting  up,  arranging  and 
classifying  our  proceedings,  and  the  various  appendices,  is  warmly 
commended.  He  makes  some  objections  to  our  constitution.  Li 
offset,  your  Committee  think  it  a  very  good  one,  and  are  in  no  great 
haste  to  do  bettor. 

Bro.  McJilton,  of  Maryland,  is  entitled  to  thanks  for  his  kindly 
remarks  in  regard  to  our  Grand  Secretaiy,  who  is  ever  ready  to  work, 
to  counsel  or  be  counseled,  to  think,  to  devise,  or  to  act,  for  the  good 
of  the  Craft.  The  remarks  of  Bro.  Buck  at  the  close  receive  a  kind 
notice,  and  his  two  circuligrs  inserted  in  our  proceedings,  with  several 
of  our  tables,  are  embodied  in  Bro.  McJilton's  report 

Bro.  Fellows,  of  Louisiana,  sustains  our  course  in  the  Piatt  case. 

THOSE  WHO   ABE  QONE. 

Bro.  John  K.  Mitohell,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  an  eminent 
physician,  passed  away,  in  the  midst  of  his  official  honors,  crowned 
with  the  entire  confidence  and  love  of  his  Brethren.  P.  G.  M«  Page 
says,  "  his  whole  life  was  marked  with  aoharity  as  beautiful  to  behold 
as  it  was  fruitful  for  happiness  in  ite  influences  on  all  who  knew  him." 

Tennessee  mourns  her  Wilkins  TannehiU  I  He  departed  full  of 
years  and  honors.  In  1820  he  was  Grand  Master  of  that  Stato,  and 
was  ever  distinguished  as  a  Masonic  writer,  ruler  and  teacher.  Grand 
Master  McCullough  well  says  that ''  he  had  the  unbending  virtue,  the 
ardent  zeal,  and  the  matured  wisdom  of  a  Hiram.  The  whole  Frater^ 
nity  weep  with  our  Brethren  of  Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee  for  the 
loss  of  these  noble  men. 

Who  does  not  mourn  the  loss  of  Bro.  John  A.  Quitman,  the  Mis- 
sissippi Grand  Master  for  years,  the  generous  and  gallant  Elbldier,  the 
able  jurist  and  accomplished  orator? 

Grand  Master  Cothran  thus  eulogizes  him : 

His  was  a  marked  character  and  a  marked  career.     Li  the  oounoil 
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ohamber,  at  the  bar,  upon  tbe  bench,  in  the  ezeoative  chair,  and  upon 
the  battle  field,  where  the  sword  flashed  the  quickest,  and  the  death 
missiles  were  hurled  the  j&stest,  he  had  carried  an  erect  front,  an  un- 
daunted will,  a  chivalric  bearing,  an  honest  purpose  and  a  courageous 
soul.  He  had  carved  his  name  indelibly  upon  the  historic  pages  of  his 
State  and  country,  and  in  lettezs  of  living  light  will  it  there  shine  for- 
ever. 

Bra  Cothran  also  records  the  death  of  P.  0.  M.  Gannon,  his  imme- 
diate predecessor.  He  says  of  him,  that,  *'  wGether  in  the  social  and 
domestic  circle,  in  the  every-day  walks  of  life,  or  in  the  political  arena; 
as  father,  husband  or  master ;  as  citizen  or  Senator ;  in  private  or  in 
public;  in  the  Lodge  or  without  it ;  as  Craftsman  or  as  Grand  Master, 
he  was  equally,  and  eveiywheie,  and  always,  respected  and  beloved." 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Laments  the  decease  of  two  Past  Grand  Masters — ^Francis  J.  Oliver, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-one,  and  Bev.  Asa  Eaton,  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
The  former  was  an  honorable  and  successful  merchant,  the  latter  an 
eloquent  clergyman. 

Brethren  I  Death  is  everywhere  around  us.  Our  Grand  Master 
and  his  Brethren  at  home  weep  the  untimely  death  of  his  beloved 
Brother.  Doubtless  many  of  you  have  suffered,  during  the  year 
which  has  passed  away,  from  his  relentless  and  merciless  grasp. 
Lay  the  lesson  to  heart;  remember  in  whom  you  put  your  trust, 
and  be  ye  always  ready. 

NKW  TORE  Ain>  PENNSYLVANIA* 

A  pamphlet  of  112  pages,  from  Pennsylvania,  has  56  pages  taken 
up  with  the  matter,  mostly  in  the  shape  of  correspondence.  New 
York  having  removed  the  interdict  as  to  correspondence,  Bro.  Finlay 
M.  King  commenced  by  opening  a  correspondence  wil^  Bro.  L.  H. 
Scott,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Goirespond- 
ence,  and,  after  a  short  epistolary  preparation,  the  correspondence  was 
transferred  from  Bro.  Scott  to  Bro.  Eichard  Yauz,  Ez-Mayor  of  Phila- 
delphia. The  letters  written  by  Bra  Scott  were  courteous  and  cautions— 
too  cautious  for  such  an  aggressive  writer  as  Bro.  King. 

The  correspopdence  between  Bro.  King  and  Bra.  Yaux  is  masterly. 
Both  are  eloquent  in  their  own  way,  both  eminently  courteous  and  fira- 
temal,  and  both  tenacious  of  the  rights  and  reputation  of  their  respective 
Grand  Lodges.  So  fer  as  the  cause  of  complaint  originally  is  concerned, 
much  of  that  supposed  to  exist  appears  to  be  groundless.  Yet  it  seems 
to  your  Committee  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  did  not  take 
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the  refoBal  of  New  York  to  aooept  her  proflfer  of  mediatioii  kindly. 
Whetiher  that  be  so  or  not,  the  correspondenoe  disoloees  enough  to 
show  that  Pennsylvania  did  not  exhibit  much  regard  for  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York. 

Bro.  Eling  made  the  most  of  this,  and  evidently  rode  a  high-mettled 
horse.  Yet  your  Gommiftee  have  never  seen  a  victory. so  dearly  won 
as  that  of  Bro.  King.  Bro.  Yaux  was  perfectly  cool,  clear  and  cour- 
teous throughout  Ws  bearing  reminds  one  of  a  deep,  wide  rivw, 
quietly  moving  on,  conscious  of  its  irresistible  power,  bearing  continu- 
ally upon  its  sui£ice  tokens  of  strength  and  will. 

Happily  for  all,  the  difficulty  is  fraternally,  and  with  hearty  good 
will*  on  both  sides,  ended.    And  we  rejoice  that  it  is  so. 

MIBGSLLANXOUB. 

The  Fraternity  in  San  Francisco  have  a  Belief  Lodge. 

Amount  on  hand,  May,  1858 $2,050.42 

Paid  by  Lodges  in  that  city 1,848.18 

Befunded  and  contributed 1,376.00    $5,274.60 

Contributed  to  sick,  needy  and  destitute  Br'n,  $1,585.75 
Contributed  to  wives,  widows  and  children  dT 

Brethren 1,101.25 

Contributed   passage  money  for  Brethren, 

their  wives,  widows  and  children 880.00 

Contributed  for  fiineral  expenses 133.50 

Paid  for  bUinks  and  stationery 14.00    $3,714.50 

Balance  on  hand $1,560.10 

Of  the  amount  paid  out,  $96.50  was  paid  to  persons  hailing  from 
Illinois. 

The  Grand  Jiodge  of  Kentucky  voted  down  the  proposition  to  divide 
that  State,  and  have  located  the  Orand  Lodge  at  Louisville. 

Judge  Todd,  of  Indiana,  the  custodian  of  the  sword  of  Bro.  Jos. 
Hamilton  Davies,  who  fell  at  Tippecanoe,  attended  the  Orand  Lodge  of 
Kentucky,  in  company  with  P.  O.  M.  Sheets,  P.  D.  O.  M.  Hazelrigg, 
and  G.  S.  King,  and  presented  the  sword  of  G.  M.  Davies  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky. 

The  Belief  Lodge  of  New  Orleans  reported  receipts  for  the  past 

year  at $8,851.20 

Relief  granted $2,846.60 

Funeral  and  tomb  expenses  . . . . ! 535.50 

Other  expenditures 121.08    $3,503.18 

Balance  on  hand $348.02 
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Of  the  relief  granted,  $34.70  nvas  paid  to  applioants  firom  Hlinoia. 

The  Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  by  Bro.  King,  of  New 
York,  is  a  yalnable  paper.  Yonr  Committee  regret  that  they  are  oonh 
pelled  to  ^ve  it  a  very  hasty  perusal,  owing  to  its  late  reoeipt,  onr  visit 
to  Chicago,  and  pressing  engagements.  Bro.  King  is  fraternal,  yet 
spirited,  and  sometimes  severe.  Onr  thanks  are  dne  fbr  the  respeelfU 
notice  of  P.  G.  M.  Dills'  address,  and  lor  the  flattering  mention  of  our 
Report  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  Bro.  £ung  is  gratefiod  for  onr 
approval  of  the  settlement  in  his  State.  We  respond,  may  the  Craft, 
everywhere,  be  one. 

We  rejoice  to  see  so  mnoh  occasion  in  the  Empire  State  for  congrat- 
ulation and  joy.  Out  of  all  our  troubles  it  becomes  us  to  tempei'our 
fire  with  discretion,  our  zeal  with  humility,  and  our  acts  with  modera- 
tion aod  judgment. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  authorised  the  Grand  Master  to 
collect  materials  for  a  Masonic  history  in  that  State. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  Texas  notice  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  great  length.  They  object  loudly  to 
our  single  ballot,  and  to  the  small  sum  charged  for  the  degrees  in  thb 
State,  and  say  that  we  are  opening  wide  the  doors  for  the  curious  and 
evil-minded,  and  urge  us  to  *'  hedge  up  our  ways." 

We  are  compelled  also  to  be  brief  with  the  excellent  report  of  Bro. 
Parvin,  of  Iowa. 

He  notices  our  proceedings  at  some  length,  and  copies  and  approves 
the  circular  of  G.  M.  Buck. 

(CONOLUDBB.) 


■•^•m 


Light  is  Always  Safe. — Some  have  foared  that  publications  in 
Masonry  will  too  much  popularise  the  Institution,  and  introduce  too 
many  of  the  lower  and  untrustworthy  classes  into  it  by  informing  the 
world  of  its  merits.  But  the  true  results  are  the  reverse  of  these. 
They  lessen  the  number  of  applicants,  while  they  increase  the  strength 
of  the  society.  For  by  informing  the  minds  of  the  Brethren  of  the 
real  value  of  the  Institution,  and  of  the  materials  proper  to- work  in  it, 
they  teach  them  to  narrow  the  dpor  of  admission.  More  innovadons 
and  discrepancies  were  introduced  sixty  years  since  than  now. —  Voice 
of  Masonry. 
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MEREDITH   HELtf,   M.   B. 


The  Bubject  of  this  article  was  the  second  Ghrand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Dlinois.  He  was  bom  in  Williamsport,  Washington 
connty,  Maryland,  March  2nd,  1802,  and  in  1819  graduated  from 
Jefferson  College,  in  Washington  connty,  Penn.,  as  Master  of  Arts. 
Thereupon  he  entered  as  a  student  of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Maryland,  and  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  in  1825,  and  with  the  highest  honors  in  his  class. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  intermarried  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Omdorff,  and  of  several  children  bom  to  them,  three  sons  only,  all 
grown  to  manhood,  survive. 

The  same  autumn  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  George- 
town, D.  0.,  where  he  remained  about  one  year ;  and  during  this  time 
he  was  initiated  into  Masonry,  and  passed  rapidly  forward  to  the  de- 
gree of  Select  Master.  The  celebrated  banker,  Cochrane,  presided  at 
his  exaltation. 

In  1826  he  removed  to  his  native  town,  and  there  practiced  medi- 
cine until  1836.  Immediately  upon  entering  into  practice,  he  used  all 
•his  influence  to  establish  a  new  Lodge,  in  which,  after  considerable 
labor,  he  succeeded,  and  of  which  he  was  the  first  and  only  Master  so 
long  as  he  resided  at  Williamsport. 

In  1836,  our  Brother  removed  to  Springfield,  in  this  State,  where 
he  has  ever  since  lived  in  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  first  meeting  of  Springfield  Lodge  No.  4,  was  held  at  the 
**  American  House,"  April  20,  1839.  Bro.  Helm  was  one  of  the 
members.  Of  all  who  were  then  present,  he  and  Bro.  James  Mazcy 
are  all  that  reaidd  here  now ;  most  of  them  are  dead. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1839,  he  was  elected  Master,  and  in- 
stalled the  same  evening ;  and  his  predecessor,  James  Adams,  was 
elected  the  first  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  the 
April  following.  Bro.  Helm  served  the  Lodge  as  Master  two  years. 
In  those  days  Lodges  were  scarce,  and  Masons  were  made  from  eveiy 
part  of  the  State.  Among  the  distinguished  men  upon  whom  Dr. 
Helm  oonferrtd  the  first  three  degrees,  may  be  named  the  following : 
Hon.  S.  A.  Douglas,  who  served  as  J.  W.  during  his  seeond  term ; 
Hon.  James  Shields,  late  U.  S.  Senator  from  Minnesota ;  Dr.  William 
B.  Egan,  long  a  celebrated  physician  in  Chicago ;  Bev.  Braxton  Par- 
ish, then  a  State  Senator ;  Hon.  John  Doughert;y,  who  has  seen  much 
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service  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislatare,  and  Hon.  Willis  Allen, 
for  several  years  State  Senator  and  Member  of  Congress,  deceased. 

In  April,  1840,  Dr.  Helm  was  appointed  the  first  Grand  Maiahall 
of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  in  October  of  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed 
Senior  Grand  Deacon ;  in  October,  1841,  he  was  elected  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  and  in  October,  1842,  Grand  Master.  During  his  Grand 
Mastership,  Masonry  very  much  revived  in  lUmois,  and  Dispensations 
were  granted  for  more  Lodges  than  were  then  upon  the  charter  roll. 
His  administration  has  been  regarded  as  a  wise,  conciliatory  and  pro- 
dent  one,  and  he  retired  from  the  chair  of  King  Solomon,  respected  by 
all  his  Masonic  associates. 

In  1841,  the  first  Boyal  Arch  Chapter  in  the  State,  Sprmgfield  No. 
1,  was  established  at  Springfield,  of  which  he  was  first  High  Priest 
Soon  after  the  close  of  his  Grand  Mastership,  he  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  Masonry,  and  has  ever  since  quietly  and  unostenta- 
tiously pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession,  beloved  by  all  who  are 
intimate  with  him,  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  and  esteemed  jfor 
his  professional  skill,  his  worth  as  a  citizen,  husband  and  parent,  and 
his  fidelity  to  all  his  moral  and  religious  duties. 

Id  person,  he  is  heavy  set,  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high,  square 
built,  large  head,  white  hair,  with  a  mild  blue  eye,  pleasant  fiioe,  and 
a  slow,  thoughtful  motion,  indicating  reflective  habits,  method  and 
care.  * 


MASONIC  ORDER  AND  THE  MOUNT  VERNON  ASSOCIATION.* 


At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia, 
in  December,  1857,  resolutions  were  passed  expressive  of  theur  hearty 
sympathy  in  the  object  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Ladies'  Association  of 
the  Union,  and  of  their  intention  to  appeal  to  the  Masonic  Order 
throughout  the  United  States  to  unite  as  a  body,  in  assisting  to  pu^ 
^hase  the  Home  and  Grave  of  Washington.  As  soon  as  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  Grand  Secretary,  Dr.  John  Dove,  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  Association,  announcing  this  fiict,  was  published, 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  (the  native  State  of  the  Regent  of 
the  Mount  Vernon  Association,)  called  a  special  meeting^  and  issued 
an  appeal  to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  throughout  the  State,  to  respond 
promptly  and  generously  to  this  call  upon  their  sympathies. 

^  •  Fioin  the  N«w  Toik  mipftteh. 
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The  State  is  small,  containing  not  more  than  270,000  white  inhabit- 
ants, and  if  we  aie  QOt  misinfonned,  not  far  over  forty  Lodges,  some 
of  them  small,  and  but  reeendy  organized,  yet  in  a  fow  months  after- 
wards, forty-one  of  the  Lodges  had  oontribnted  in  the  ratio  of  100 
eenta  per  member,  and  the  handsome  som  of  $1,697.37  was  pud  over 
to  the  Mount  Yemon  Association.    This  result  led  the  friends  of  the 
oause  to  build  confidently  upon  signal  assistance  from  the  Masons  in 
our  oountry,  who,  besides  beii^  interested  in  the  cause  as  citizens  and 
patriots,  must  be  peculiarly  attached  to  the  memoiy  of  their  illustrious 
Brodier  as  Masons,  to  whftse  fraternal  hearts  the  purchase  and  preser- 
vation of  Mount  Yemon  should  be  pious  labor  of  love  and  gratitude. 
But  thus  far  we  have  been  greatly  disappointed ;  their  action  has  been 
very  partial,  and  not  worthy  that  large  and  influential  body.    In  no 
State,  so  fur  as  we  can  learn,  but  the  one  honorable  exception  men- 
tioned, have  they  acted  as  a  body.     We  take  pleasure,  however,  in 
reporting  here,  the  contributions  which  have  been  received  from  the 
several  States  up  to  this  date,  the  names  of  the  several  Lodges  and 
members  having  been  republished  from  time  to  time  in  the  Begistry  of 
the  Eeoord: 

Soath  Carolina,  41  Lodges $1,697.37 

Yuginift,             43      "      1,042.75 

From  Masonic  Lectore  and  donation  of  $25  from  Gov.  Wise,  100.00 

Alabama,  9  Lodges 575.00 

Proceeds  of  Masonic  Ball 265.00 

Michigan,             11  Lodges 292.00                               | 

New  Hampshire,  12      *<      287.00                               \ 

Missouri,              11      "      179.00                                ■ 

Dist.  Columbia,     7      "      120.00                               ! 


Minnesota,             3      "      113.00                   ^             ' 

Tennessee,             5      "      455.50 

California,             1      "      average  to  each  member,  $2.50.  59.00 

Iowa,                     S      "      46.00 

Louisiana,              2      "      120.00 

North  Carolina,      1      "      25.00 

Pcnnsylyania,       11      "      130.00 

New  Jersey,           3      "      101.00                                I 

Florida,  subscription  of  State 285.00 

New  York,  20  Lodges 495.50 

Delaware,     2      "      80.00 

Illinois,          1      "       10.00 

Total •.  $6,068 . 6  2 

The  contribntio'nsthus  far  of  a  hody  estimated  at  300,000  members, 
of  whom  26,192  are  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
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From  tlie  above  statemeiit,  it  is  seen  tint  the  Maaoiis,  as  an  Older, 
have  not  fulfilled  the  high  expectations  entertained  of  them.  'Bob 
withholding  of  the  hand,  in  an  acknowledged  good  work,  is  greadjr 
owing,  we  are  informed,  to  the  prejadioes  existing  towards  the  proprie- 
tor of  Monnt  Yenion,  from  whom  the  poiehase  was  made,  and  if  this 
be  so,  that  objedion  no  longer  remains  as  a  barrier  to  the  expression  of 
that  reverence  which  we  are  convinced  lives  in  the  heart  of  every  true 
Mason  towards  the  resting  place  of  their  great  departed  Brother.  We 
would,  therefore,  call  their  attention  to  the  &ct,  that  the  whole  jna- 
chase  money  is  raised,  that  $20,000  besides «i  now  in  the  possemonof 
the  Association — eofuecraUd  to  the  sacred  purpose  of  arretUng  decoj^, 
and  of  restoring  the  house  and  grounds  to  their  former  condition. 
But,  that  the  pkce  is  still  in  the  nominal  possession  of  Mr.  Washing- 
ton, and  must  remain  so  untU  the  patrotism  and  generosiiy  of  our 
countrymen  and  countrywomen  contribute  an  additional  sum  adequate  to 
its  annual  maintenance  free  from  any  embarrassments.  We  refer  them 
to  the  Report  of  the  Begent  on  this  subject,  issued  some  weeks  since. 
All  contributions  now,  therefore,  will  go  to  the  accumulation  of  a  fund 
needed  to  enable  the  Association  to  sustain  prudently  and  becomingly 
the  high  trust  it  has  assumed  as  the  guardians  of  the  precious  dust 
that  reposes  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  They  would  not  that 
another  birthday  of  American  Independence  should  pass  unfflgnalized 
by  that  great  event,  and  yet,  for  the  power  to  do  it,  they  will  need  to 
be  sustained  by  every  patriotic  heart  and  hand,  yet  held  back  from  a 
practical  sympathy  vnth  their  noble  work  !  And  will  they  be  disap- 
pointed in  you^  Masons  of  America  ?    Never  !     We  do  not  foar  it ! 


Lord  Brougham  a  Mason. — ^Lord  Brougham's  name  appears  in  the 
records  of  Fortrose  Lodge  of  Stomoway,  under  date  of  20th  Aucust, 
1799.  Henry  Peter  Brougham,  Charles  Stewart,  Bobert  Cam^U, 
and  Putney  Stroud,  who  were  all  raised  to  the  deeree  of  Master  Ittason 
on  that  date,  constituted  a  party  who  visited  the  island  of  Lewis  in  a 
yacht  known  as  the  Mad  Brig,  and  the  circumstance  of  their  becoming 
Freemasons  in  a  place  so  remote  as  Stomoway  then  was,  originated  no 
doubt  in  one  of  their  wild  freaks.  It  is  a  stock  anecdote  of  the  Lodge 
that  when  Lord  Brougham  was  being  initiated,  he  at  first  emphatically 
but  reverently  demurred  to  one  of  the  conditions,  ofiering  cogent  rea- 
sons for  remaining  free,  and  completely  posing,  for  the  moment,  by  his 
volubility  and  powers  of  argument,  the  simple-minded  brethren,  who, 
however,  eventually  succeeded  in  inducing  him  to  proceed. — Ixmdon 
Freemasons''  Magazine, 
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FRSEHA80NBT  IN  TUBKET.* 


mOBXAXX   IHTOBMATION. 

R.  W.  Bro.  Htds  Glabkb,  who,  as  our  readera  are  aware*  is  at  pres- 
ent m  Turkey,  on  an  important  mission,  has  famished  as  with  the  fol- 
lowing informatifm,  in  a  oorrespondmoe  under  daike  of  Jan.  11th,  alt. 

At  Smyrna,  the  differences  among  the  Graft,  have  been  adjusted  by 
Urn .  He  has  restored  the  aneient  Swiss  Lodge,  and  he  has  been  charged 
by  the  Brethren  to  obtain  a  warrant  for  a  new  Lodge  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England. 

The  80-eaUed  Cfrand  Lodge  of  Turkey  %$  abolished,  and  the  or- 
chives  of  the  spurious  Lodges  surrendered  to  Brother  Hyde  Clarke. 
He  has  been  in  oonstant  oonforence  with  the  members  of  the  High  De- 
grees in  the  arrangement  of  Masonic  matters.  By  his  authority  as  8. 
P.  B.  8.  he  has  been  able  to  stay  disorder  and  promote  union.  The 
oonsecration  of  the  new  Lodge  and  B.  0.  Ohapter,  by  the  HI.  Bro.  is 
anxiously  expected. 

At  Constantinople,  he  visited  the  Graft  in  his  official  capacity,  and 
the  Brethren  confeired  with  him  on  the  extension  of  Masonry  in  Turkey, 
and  on  various  points  of  discipline. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  distinguished  Brother  is  actively  engaged  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  Masonry,  and  in  the  midst  of  arduous  pro- 
fesnonal  duties,  he  can  find  time  to  cause  an  illegitimate  organization 
to  disband,  and  its  subordinates  to  surrender  to  him  the  records  of  their 
transactions.  It  must  have  required  a  great  degree  of  firmness,  tem- 
pered with  mildness  and  intelligence  of  a  superior  order,  to  effect  and 
consummate  such  important  objects.  Brother  Hyde  Clarke  is  one  of 
the  most  inteUigent  Freemasons  the  Order  can  boast,  and  is  possessed 
of  rare  attainments,  and  talents  of  the  highest  order. 


I  %  I  ^ 


Ofhcirs  of  thb  GnANi)  Chaptir  of  New  York  fob  thb  ensuing 
Year. — James  M.  Austin,  of  New  York,  G.  H.  P. ;  Sylvester  Gilbert, 
of  Ogdensburgh,  D.  G.  H.  P. ;  Au2;nstas  WiUard,  of  Greene,  G.  K. ; 
Geo.  N.  Williams,  of  Syracuse,  G.  S. ;  John  0.  Cole,  of  Albany,  G. 
Sec. ;  Wm.  Seymour,  of  Albany,  G.  T. ;  Rev.  Salem  Town,  G.  Chap. ; 
Rev.  H.  C.  Vogell,  D.D.,  Associate  G.  Chap. ;  Edgar  C.  Dibble,  of 
Batavia,  G.  C.  of  H. ;  Wm.  ConnoDv,  of  Albany,  G.  R.  A.  G.  ; 
Alonso  Crosby,  of  Albany,  G.  Sentind. 

*  ViMiL  Mm  IBrov  sod 
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THE   ORIENTAL    BITE.* 


Ik  our  last  week's  issae  we  published  an  article  written  by  our  re- 
iqiected  assooiate,  nnder  the  above  caption,  informing  oar  readers  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Oriental  Bite,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  whioh 
Bite  commences  at  the  ihitiff-faurth  degree,  and  nnmbers  degrees  con- 
seeatiyely  upward  to  mne^/-^. 

We  agree  with  our  associate,  who  says :  ''  We  are,  it  is  known,  no 
great  friend  to  the  accumulation  of  rites.  An  earnest  Mason,  we 
tiiink,  can  find  enough  to  occupy  his  mind  wtthin  his  own  Order — and 
by  this  term  we  mean  Symbolic  Masonry.'^  We  have  always  held  that 
Symbolic  Masonry  was  all  that  was  necessary'— that  the  accumulation 
of  degrees  was  a  real  injury  to  the  Institution,  and  that  the  degrees  that 
were  practiced  one  hundred  years  ago«  which  were  the  K  A.,  F.  C, 
and  M.  M.,  including  the  Boyal  Arch,  were  the  only  proper  degrees 
of  Masonry.     JIl  others  have  been  created  within  one  hundred  years. 

In  relation  to  the  Oriental  Bite,  our  associate  remarks  that  he  be> 
lieves  it  to  be  that  of  **  Memphis."  He  adds :  "  Its  members  have 
cut  adrift  from  their  moorings — absolved  themselves  firom  theur  alle- 
giance to  the  old  world,  and  sail  hereafter  under  their  own  flag/'  This 
we  presume  to  mean  that  they  have  declared  themselves  independent  of 
the  parent  body,  and  set  up  on  th^r  own  hook. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  well  to  look  back  to  the  organisation  of  this  rite 
in  New  York,  and  its  parent  stem  in  the  old  world.  It  is  a  little  more 
than  four  years  ago,  a  certain  Marconnts  de  Negre,  a  Frenchman,  viat- 
ed  New  York,  who  professed  to  be  the  possessor  of  a  Masonic  system 
styled  the  '*  Bite  of  Memphis,"  numbering  ninety-five  degrees;  and 
that  he  was  invested  with  another,  making  him  the  possessor  of  ninety- 
six  degrees.  He  professed  to  possess  authority  to  institute  this  new 
system  any  and  everywhere.  He  had  also,  in  manuscript,  everything 
necessary  to  the  proper  working  of  all  these  degrees  from  the  E.  A., 
we  believe,  upwards  to  the  96th.  His  first  advances  to  legitimate 
Masons  were  received  coldly,  as  it  was  rumored  that  he  had  instituted 
in  the  city  of  New  York  a  Symbolic  Lodge  to  work  the  three  degrees 
of  Masonry  among  the  colored  population  of  that  city.  This  rumor 
was  speedily  discovered  to  be  true. 

Wo  had  brought  this  Marconnis  de  Negre  in  communication  with  a 
highly  distinguished,  worthy  and  intelligent  Brother  in  New  York,  who, 
at  first  interview,  entertained  no  &vorable  opinion  of  him,  and  a  sub- 

^- " I-  - .  _     -      _  1.       ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ ^ 
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aeqii6nt  meeting  oonfirmed  him  that  the  propagator  of  the  Bite  of 
Memphis  was  not  worthy  of  Masonic  confidence.  The  discovery  that 
he  had  established  a  sahordinate  Lodge  in  New  York  among  the 
children  of  the  African  race,  broke  off  all  communication  with  him, 
and  we  supposed  that  he  had  gone  to  his  native  France  without  accom- 
plishing more  than  the  organization  of  that  one  Symbolic  Lodge,  but 
we  were  mistaken.  In  that  goodly  city  are  always  to  be  found  some 
who  are  fond  of  novelties.  The  idea  of  a  rito  of  Masonry  embracing 
ninety-six  degrees ! — what  a  chance  was  here  for  display,  for  office,  for 
business ;  this  chance  must  not  be  overlooked. 

It  was  not  long  a^rwards  that  we  ascertained  that  some  of  the 
officers  and  members  of  the  Ghrand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  the  Empire 
city,  had  become  invested  with  the  ninety-six  degrees  of  the  Memphis 
Bite,  and  that  the  system  was  &irly  in  operation  in  that  goodly  city, 
tinder  the  auspices  of  the  distinguished  Marconnis  de  Negre.  We  not 
only  informed  the  Brethren  that  the  said  Marconnis  de  Negre  had 
organized  one  Lodge,  at  least,  of  Sjrmbolio  Masonry  among  the  colored 
population  of  New  York,  but  we  believed  the  fact  was  generally  known 
to  the  Freemasons  in  that  city. 

It  may  be  fair  to  presume,  leftving  all  other  inferences  to  our  readers, 
that  if  the  chief  officer  of  the  Memphis  Bite  claimed  the  right,  and 
actually  did  establish  a  Symbolic  Lodge,  that  the  right  to  the  first  three 
degrees  is  claimed  by  this  rite.  It  is  also  fiiir  to  presume  that  as  he 
did  institute  a  Lodge  of  Craft  Masonry  among  the  children  of  the 
African  race,  that  he  would  have  instituted  such  Lodges  among  the 
white  population  if  he  had  had  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  The  severance 
of  the  connection  with  the  parent  head  in  the  old  world  does  not 
change  its  principles. 

We  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  injurious  to  legitimate  Freemasonry, 
tban  the  establishment  of  these  various  rites ;  and  although  we  have 
no  objection  to  others  following  the  bent  of  their  own  inclinations, 
provided  they  do  no  injury,  yet  as  we  believe  the  accumulation  of  rites 
and  degrees  is  a  positive  injury  to  Freemasonry,  we  cannot  but  regret 
that  the  Craft  in  the  city  of  New  York  have  established  this  Oriental 
Bite,  with  its  ninety-six  degrees. 

The  above  was  written  and  in  type  before  we  received  the  article  of 
our  associate,  ^ving  a  list  of  the  officers  of  this  newly-organized  rite. 
The  humble  Freemason  will  read  with  astonishment  the  high  sounding 
titles  given  to  the  officers.  We  do  not  agree  witb  our  associate  that 
''  this  rite  is  destined  to  take  high  rank  among  us."    We  believe  that 
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ft  sufficient  nnmber  of  Freemasoiis  cannot  be  found  in  the  United  States, 
ontside  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  support  such  an  organization  for 
any  length  of  time.  If  there  are,  we  sadly  mistake  the  intelligence  of 
the  members  of  our  Fraternity. 


THE   DUKE    OF   WELLINGTON.* 


A  CORRBSPONDBNT  in  the  London  Freemasons*  Magazine  asked  the 
question,  some  weeks  ago,  "  Was  the  Duke  of  Wellington  a  Free- 
mason?" The  inquiry  elicited  several  replies,  neither  conclusiye  nor 
satisfactory.  We  publish  the  following,  from  an  address  delivered 
before  the  Lodge  of  Virtue  No.  177,  Manchester,  Enghmd,  on  the 
21st  of  September,  1852,  by  Bro.  Thomas  Chadwick,  W.  M.,  which 
establishes  the  fact,  although  the  date  of  initiation  is  not  given. 

We  refer  to  this  matter  to  show  that  the  Masons  of  England,  like 
many  of  their  brethren  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  are  not  as  attentive 
readers  of  the  current  history  of  Masonry  as  they  ought  to  be.  The 
veteran  hero  died  suddenly,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1852,  and  as 
the  speaker  observed  in  reference  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  "  A  very  brief 
space  has  elapsed  since  the  equally  sudden  departure  of  his  illustrious 
friend,  Brother  Sir  Bobert  Peel,  the  greatest  statesman  of  the  age." 

Our  distinguished  Brother,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  when  colonel 
of  the  33rd  regiment  of  foot,  was  initiated  into  Freemasonry  in  Lodge 
494,  at  that  time  held  in  the  castle  of  Dangan,  the  birth-place  of  his 
grace.  The  late  Earl  of  Mornington,  his  mce's  father,  was  at  that 
time  Master  of  the  Lodge ;  and  it  is  recorded  that  he  was  "  duly  passed 
after  the  usual  examination,  and  entered  at  the  southern  gate,  and 
afterwards  raised."  And  it  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  foUowing 
brethren,  several  of  whom  have  been  fomous  in  story,  were  present  at 
his  grace's  initiation :  Brothers  Sir  James  Somerville,  Bart ;  Sir 
Benjamin  Chapman,  Bart.;  Ham  Georges,  M.  P.;  Delvin  (late) 
Earl  of  Westmeath  ;  Bobert  Uniacke,  M.  P. ;  Richard  Boyle,  M.  P. ; 
John  Pomeroy;  William  Forster;  George  Lowther,  M.  P.;  Earl 
Momineton ;  Marouess  Wellesley ;  F.  North  (kte)  Earl  of  Guilford ; 
Bobert  Perceval;  Robert  Waller ;  Richard  Lesley ;  Arthur  Wellesley. 
The  Lodge  has,  for  many  years  been  in  abeyance.  -  The  venerable 
Brother,  Christopher  Carleton,  through  whose  fraternal  kindness  the 
above  interesting  particulars  have  been  communicated,  filled  the  offioee 
of  Master  and  Secretary  for  several  years. 
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PBOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  GBAND  LODGE  OF  MICHIGAN. 


This  body  held  its  Annual  Communication  in  January  last.  A  large 
niunber  of  representatiTefl  was  present,  and  the  session  was  character- 
ised by  zeal  and  the  discussion  of  important  questions.  M.  W. 
J.  Adams  Allen,  G.  M.,  presided.  His  address  was  quite  lengthy. 
We  make  the  following  extracts : 

We  meet  again  around  the  ancient  altar.  We  meet  to  interchange 
fraternal  greetings,  to  kindle  anew  fraternal  zeal,  and  in  peaceful  con- 
clave to  deliberate  and  decide  upon  those  thin^  which  shall  enhance 
the  prosperity  and  extend  the  influence  of  our  Order.  It  is  becoming, 
npon  an  occasion  like  this,  that  gratitude  to  the  Supreme  Disposer  of 
events  should  well  up  in  an  overflowing  stream  from  the  true  Masonic 
heart,  whilst  the  word  comes  up  from  every  part  of  the  Peninsular 
State,  that  harmony  and  brotherly  feeling,  prosperity  and  universal 
good  will  encompass  and  pervade  the  Lodges ;  that  the  teachings  of 
our  art  are  everywhere  manifesting  their  influence,  not  in  words,  and 
ceremonies  and  forms,  only,  but  within  the  heart  of  hearts  of  all  the 
affiliated.  The  workmen  have  been  uninterrupted  during  the  progress 
of  their  labors  upon  our  moral  temple — peace  within  and  commenda- 
tion without,  have  been  the  rule,  to  which,  exceptions  have  been  both 
trivial  and  rare. 

To-day  Masonry  in  Michigan  occupies  the  highest  position  it  has  ever 
known — ^whether  we  consider  its  moral  or  material  grandeur. 

It  has  been  my  lot  within  the  last  year,  in  my  officml  capacity,  to 
know  of  what  the  Craft  have  been  thinking,  and  how  the.  thought  has 
fixed  itself  in  results. 

So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  accessions  to  the  Order 
have,  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases,  been  of  the  very  best  material 
which  our  State  could  aflS)rd.  Meanwhile  the  Brotherhood  have  mani- 
fested an  increasing  and  healthful  desire  for  light,  and  their  energies 
have  been  directed  to  attaining  a  more  thoroughly  complete  under- 
standing and  appreciation  of  the  great  fundamental  principles  which 
are  the  basis  and  inseparable  bond  of  our  union. 

In  this  consists  the  true  safety  of  the  Order.  When  its  affiliation 
is  sought  merely  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of  selfish  objects,  or 
that  in  passing  through  the  mystic  work  and  ceremonial,  the  eye  and 
taste  may  be  gratified  by  theatrical  scenic  display,  or  from  equally 
limited  ideas  of  its  scope  and  tendency,  although  a  certain  shadow 
of  prosperity  may  be  apparent,  nevertheless  the  initiate  will  be  dis- 
appointed and  the  Fraternity  degraded. 

To-day  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  can  point,  with  all  the  pride 
of  the  Boman  Mother,  to  her  affiliates  of  the  year  past,  and  say, 
"  These  are  our  jewels." 

With  foreign  Masonic  jurisdictions,  our  relations  have  been  those 
of  the  most  friendly  comity.  No  questions  of  a  disturbing  character 
have  arisen.    Brothers  from  our  State  have  been  received  in  all  parts 
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of  the  world  with  courtesy  and  honor,  and  on  our  part  it  has  been  llie 
constant  care  of  the  Craft  to  see  that  due  Masonic  hospitality  and  cor- 
dial welcome  have  been  extended  to  all  who  have  visited  us  as  Masons 
of  good  repute. 

In  the  greater  part,  therefore,  of  this  annual  report,  your  attention 
must  he  directed  to  matters  of  local  character,  afl^ing  solely  the 
internal  interests  of  our  own  Lodges. 

Perhaps  it  is  safe  to  say,  that  if  this  practice  generally  obtain, 
although  the  record  of  our  annual  transactions  may  prove  less  ente^ 
taining  to  foreign  readers,  yet  it  will  prove  of  greater  service  to  those 
who  are  directly  concerned.  '*  Happy,"  says  a  philosophic  historian, 
**  is  that  nation  whose  annals  are  tiresome  " — and  we  may  paraphrase 
the  remark:  Happy  is  that  Fraternity  among  whom  the  calm  and 
quiet  principles  of  their  affiliation  beget  no  seeds  of  fierce  discussion, 
where  eloquence  and  logic  may  be  ventilated  in  striking  paragraphs, 
or  the  sharp  collision  of  active  minds  may  cause  debate  to  scintillate 
with  wit  and  sarcasm,  or  coruscate  with  the  darker  fires  of  invective 
^and  vituperation. 

0FFICEB8  OF  THB  GRAND  LODGE. 

Scarcely  anything  affords  me  more  pleasure  than  to  render  this 
ipublic  tribute  of  honor  and  thanks  to  my  assodates  in  official  station 
9B  the  Grand  Lodge.  Each  in  his  particular  field  has  assiduously 
cultivated  the  Masonic  Art,  and  fully  discharged  his  duties  to  the 
OriBT. 

The  estimable  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  by  his  faithful  and  sealous 
peiibrmance  of  the  onerous  duties  of  his  position,  is  peculiarly  entitled 
to  -your  commendation.  As  an  instance  of  remarkable  promptness, 
you  may  remember  that  the  transactions  of  this  Grand  Body  were 
.properly  prepared,  published,  and  distributed  to  the  Lodges  of  the 
State  within  three  weeks  from  the  close  of  your  last  session. 

Tke  fdnds  and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  have  also  received 
earefal  and  perfect  supervision  by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer.  Al- 
though we  can  boast  but  a  small  balance  in  the  treasury,  yet  the  Grrand 
Lodge  is  free  from  all  embarrassment,  and  its  well  kept  books  and 
vouchers  exhibit  fully  and  satis&otorily  that  too  often  obscure  problem, 
where  the  funds  have  been  disbursed,  and  upon  what  order. 

Your  venerable  and  excellent  G.  Y.  and  L.  has  been  employed  in 
the  work  of  instruction  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  and  in  my 
opinion,  his  labors  have  been  exceedingly  beneficial.  It  is  a  matter  of 
regret  that  the  limited  amount  of  means  in  possession  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  has  rendered  it  necessary  Ifor  him  te  decline  several  calls  re- 
cently made  by  various  Lodges  for  instruction.  After  considerable 
reflection  upon  tins  subject,  although  scarcely  any  plan  has  suggested 
itself  which  is  entirely  free  from  objection,  nevertheless  it  seems  feasible 
to  so  modify  the  system  now  adopted,  as  to  be  more  thoroughly  efficient 
and  practicable. 

The  plan  which  I  would  propose  is  this:    Let  the  120  or  more 
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liodges  of  the  State  be  divided  into  three  or  four  classes  or  sections — 
adjacent  Lodges  being  respectively  connected  with  different  sections. 
One  of  these  classes  or  sections  may  be  designated  at  each  communtca- 
tion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  embracing  the  schools  of  instruction  for 
the  ensuing  year.  These  schools  of  instruction  being  equally  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  State,  may,  during  their  session,  be  attended 
fay  the  Officers  and  Brothers  of  other  Lodges  in  the  vicinity.  Thus  in 
the  course  of  three  or  four  years,  each  Lodge  would  in  turn  have  once 
been  vimted  as  a  school  of  instruction. 

In  the  interim  of  'nsitation  of  the  regular  Lodees  of  Instruction, 
the  G.  v.  and  Jj.  might,  by  provision,  be  directed  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter to  visit  and  instruct  new  Lodges  under  dispensation  or  charter. 
For  the^  services  the  G.  V.  and  L.  may  be  paid  from  the  funds  of 
the  Ghrand  Lodge — ^the  Lodges  of  Instruction  for  the  year  paying 
such  a  proportion  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Ghrand  Lodge.  If  Lod^s 
belonging  to  other  classes,  in  the  mean  time,  desire  the  services  of  nie 
G.  Y.  and  L.,  they  must  procure  them  by  special  arrangement  with 
that  officer,  and  compensate  him  from  their  own  funds. 

Whilst  the  present  G.  Y.  and  L.  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  what 
he  has  accomplished  in  perfecting  and  harmonizing  the  work  of  the 
Lodges  visited,  yet  it  has  evidently  been  impossible  for  him,  as  it 
would  necessarily  be  for  any  other  person  in  the  same  position,  to 
secure  the  highest  advantage  of  the  Lodges  of  the  State.  It  is  noto- 
rious that  Lodges  which  most  clearly  need  the  instructions  of  the 
accredited  instructor  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  are  the  very  latest  to 
call  for  his  servioes.  Almost  every  Lodge  depends  upon  its  particular 
*'  bright  Mason,"  who  is  far  too  often  disposed  to  object  and  cavil  at 
any  Masonic  light  save  his  own. 

Edict  No.  I,  passed  January  9th,  1845,  recommends  to  the  Lodges 
of  this  jurisdiction,  the  so-call^  **  Baltimore,"  otherwise  "  the  Barney 
work,"  ''  as  it  is  at  this  time  practiced  in  Detroit  Lodge  No.  2."  In 
the  view  of  the  present  Grand  Master,  a  recommendation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  is  not  merely  advisory,  but  obligatory  and  binding.  It 
IB  the  function  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  decide  upon  the  right,  and  its 
opinion  of  the  right  must  be  received  as  paramount  to  individual 
preferences  among  all  who  acknowledge  its  supremacy.  With  this 
view  of  the  force  of  a  recommendation  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have 
considered  the  Baltimore  work  as  the  authoritative  standard.  But 
practically,  this  difficulty  has  arisen  ;  the  model  work  is  not  fixed  with 
sufficient  precision.  Quite  a  discrepancy  prevails  even  in  Lodges  of 
this  city,  and  the  work  of  Detroit  Lodge  No.  2,  is  not  demonstrably 
the  same  now  as  in  1845.  Dififorences  of  opinion  and  diversities  of 
memory  are  apparent 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  Lodges  of  Chicago,  which  claim  to  be  the 
immediate  pupils  of  Barney,  vary  materially  from  the  Baltimore  work 
'as  illustrated  by  Detroit  Lodge  No.  2,  and  fiilly  to  the  same  extent 
from  the  work  adopted  by  our  authorized  6.  Y.  and  L.  My  investi- 
gations upon  this  point  have  convinced  me  that  there  are  several  varie- 
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ties  of  the  "  Barney  work,"  each  of  equal  legitimaoy,  so  fiir  as  he 
was  coQcemed,  for  be  did  Dot  adhere  to  any  fixed  standard. 

To  secure,  then,  the  object  of  uniformity  of  work,  deemed  so  desor- 
able,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  several  Masonic  lectures  be 
referred  to  the  careful  consideration  of  a  competent  committee,  to  re- 
port upon  at  the  present  or  next  ensuing  communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  so  that  upon  the  adoption  of  their  report,  a  uniform,  unmis- 
takable, and  unquestionable  standard  may  thereafter  be  made  obligatory 
and  binding  upon  all  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

For  Conferring  Degrees. 

The  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  annual  conamunication, 
requiring  the  presentation  of  afi  petitions  at  regular  communicatioiis, 
and  forbidding  their  reference  to  a  committee  at  merely  called  oommuni- 
cations,  led  to  several  applications  early  in  the  year  for  dispensations, 
empowering  Lodges  to  receive  and  refer  petitions  at  called  communica- 
tions, not  less  than  ten  days  previous  to  the  regular,  at  which  balloting 
heretofore  would  have  been  in  order. 

Where  good  and  sufficient  reasons  were  afforded,  and  to  avoid  the 
occasional  inconvenience  of  an  abrupt  change  in  the  usage  which  bad 
previously  obtained,  I  have  accordingly  granted  a  few  dispensations  for 
this  purpose,  requiring  in  each  case  the  constitutional  fee  : 
To  Valley  City  Lodge,  86,  February  9ih. 
To  Niles  Lodge,  97,  February  12th. 
To  Eaton  Bapids  Lodge,  63,  February  12th. 
To  Oakwood  Lodge,  100,  March  10th. 

Quite  a  number  of  other  applications  have  been  received  but  declined, 
for  the  following  among  other  reasons : 

1st.  They  were  not  called  for  by  the  temporary  inconvenience  aris- 
ing from  change  in  the  rules  for  receiving  petitions. 

2nd.  They  were  based  upon  the  plea  that  the  applicants  were  about 
to  leave  the  country. 

In  the  latter  case,  my  own  convictions  are  that  such  applications 
should  not  only  be  refused  a  dispensation,  but  even  when  the  petition 
is  presented  in  due  time  and  form,  it  ought  to  be  rejected.     The  ex- 

r'ence  of  the  Fraternity  has  shown  that  the  manu&cture  of  Masons 
immediate  exportation  to  California  or  Pike's  Peak^  has  proved 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor,  the  interest,  and  repute  of  the  craft. 
He  who  has  so  little  of  respect  for  the  Institution  as  to  negleot  it  at 
home,  will  do  it  no  credit  by  converting  it  to  merely  scdfish  usee 
abroad. 

For  New  Lodges, 

The  applications  for  new  Lodges  U.  t).  have  not  been  remarkably 
numerous,  yet  as  many  have  been  granted  as  the  interests  of  the  Order, 
seem  to  require.  In  a  few  instances  I  have  received  remonstrances 
against  granting  the  applications.  Cases  of  this  kind  have  been  the 
occasion  of  much  correspondence,  and  it  has  been  my  aim  not  to  issue 
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a  dispensation  until  folly  oonvinoed  that  the  heat  interests  and  welfiure 
of  our  Institntion  wonld  thereby  be  secured.  It  is  an  occasion  of 
pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  every  instance  wbere  a  Brother 
or  liodge  has  made  remonstranee  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  it  has  been 
exhibited  in  a  most  kindly  spirit,  and  has  been  evidently  incited  by  sin- 
cere anxiety  for  the  well-being  of  the  Craft.  So  far  as  I  am  informed 
upon  the  subject,  the  new  Lodges  have  been  operating  harmoniously 
and  successfully,  and  general  satisfaction  prevails.  I  coidially  commend 
to  your  &vorable  consideration  their  several  applications  for  charters  at 
this  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  trust  that  the 
specimens  of  their  skill  in  the  work  which  are  herewith  presented,  to- 
gether with  the  assurance  of  the  B.  W.  G.  Y.  and  L.  of  their  com- 
petency to  difiase  in  their  several  localities  the  true  light  of  Masonry, 
may  secure  to  them  a  favorable  consideration  by  your  M.  W.  Grand 
Body. 

Bispensalaons  have  been  issued  in  name,  place  and  date,  as  follows, 
viz: — 

February  11.    Schoolcraft  Lodge,  Schoolcraft,  Kalamazoo  Co. 

March         5.  .  Bising  Sun  Lodge,  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  Co. 

April        27.     Ottawa  Lodge,  Eastman ville,  Ottawa  Co. 

May  14.     Charlotte  Lodge,  Charlotte,  Eaton  Co. 

July  18.    Pokagon  Lodge,  Pokagon,  Cass  Co. 

November   2.     Commerce  Lodge,  Commerce,  Oakland  Co. 
*'        17.    Maxson  Lodge,  Hudson,  Lenawee  Co. 

To  Sleet  certain  Officers, 

a.  To  allow  FentoDville  Lodge  to  elect,  if  it  so  approve,  a  Master 
who  has  not  previously  served  as  Warden. 

h.  To  permit  Prairie  Lodge  to  elect  and  install  a  Treasurer,  the 
Lodge  having  inadvertently  elected  an  ineligible  Brother. 

To  demit  from  a  Lodge  U,  D, 

Empowering  Excelsior  Lodge  U»  D.,  at  Grass  Lake,  to  demit  Bro. 
0.  L.  ^ider  on  his  removal  from  the  State,  on  the  usual  terms  and 
condition  of  dimission  from  chartered  Lodges. 

To  change  place  of  holding  Lodge  Meetings, 

On  the  19th  day  of  March  last,  for  apparently  good  and  satisfactory 
reasons  shown,  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Waterford  Lodge,  98,  to 
change  its  place  of  meeting  from  their  then  place  to  the  village  of  Com- 
merce, Oakland  Co.,  Mich.,  until  the  ensumg  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  upon  the  following  conditions  precedent,  to  wit : 

1st.  That  due  Masonic  notice  should  be  given  of  the  proposed 
change  to  each  member  of  said  Lodge,  and  they  duly  warned  to  appear 
at  a  regidar  communication,  at  which  the  matter  should  be  laid  before 
the  Lodge  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  to  that  e£fect. 

2nd.  At  the  next  regular  communication,  the  resolution  of  removal 
to  be  finally  acted  upon,  and  if  carried  by  the  majority  necessary  to 
enact  or  amend  a  by-law  of  the  Lodge,  then  to  be  binding  upon  the 
Lodge. 


! 
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8rd.  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Lodge,  (98,)  prior  to  any  proceed* 
ings  under  this  warrant,  be  directed  to  notify  the  several  Lodges  whose 
jurisdictional  limits  adjoin  those  of  Waterford  Lodge,  9d,  that  they  may 
have  opportunity  to  show  cause,  if  any  there  be,  why  such  removal 
ought  not  to  take  place,  and  pending  such  protest,  the  deciaon  of  the 
Orand  Master  was  to  be  awaited  before  actual  removal 

They  were  further  directed  to  communicate  the  result  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  as  soon  as  the  case  permitted.  > 

Upon  the  80th  day  of  July  I  receil^  a  protest  from  Cedar  Lodge, 
No.  60,  against  said  removal,  together  with  sundry  reasons  for  said 
protest.     Austin  Lodge,  No.  48,  also  presented  resolutions  of  protest 

In  deference  to  the  rights  of  the  Lodges  interested,  upon  the  30th 
day  of  July,  I  revoked  the  conditional  dispensation  for  removal  of 
the  place  of  meeting  of  said  Waterford  Lodge,  98,  and  referred  the 
matter  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  further  action,  should  any  be  deemed 
necessary. 

The  papers  are  herewith  submitted. 

Of  Dispensatians  for  New  Lodges,  where  a  Warden,  impraperfy 
demitted  from  a  Chartered  Lodge,  is  among  the  petitioners. 

This  question  has  been  referred  to  under  the  head  of  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, but  incid^tally,  during  the  past  year,  it  has  been  brought 
to  my  notice  in  this  connection. 

It  is  understood,  although  not  officially,  that  two  dispensations  at 
least  would  have  been  applied  for,  had  the  Grand  Master  decided  that 
a  Warden  could  be  demitted  from  the  Lodge,  except  in  case  of  perma- 
nent removal  from  the  jurisdiction.  Some  question  arose  between  a 
Brother  occupying  this  position^  and  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  as  to 
the  particular  shape  in  which  a  resolution  bearing  upon  this  point  finally 
passed  this  Grand  Body.  In  this  shape,  the  matter  was  referred  to  my 
decision.  In  accordance  with  what  I  consider  to  be  well-settled  Masonic 
law,  and  in  accordance  with  the  ancient  constitutions,  I  at  once  dedded 
that  the  resolution,  as  it  now  stands  upon  the  record,  is  the  only  one 
which  could  legitimately  be  passed  or  be  in  any  way  binding,  and  that 
hence  I  could  not  receive  as  a  petitioner  fer  a  dispensation  for  a  new 
Lodge^  any  Warden  thus  irregularly  demitted,  even  though  through 
oversight,  the  resolution  referred  to  passed  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
shape  averred  by  the  Brother  above  spoken  of. 

Of  Demits  <tceompanying  petitions  for  Dispensations. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced,  and  much  needless  correspond- 
ence involved,  bBcauso  Brothers  have  not  forwarded  their  demits  with 
their  petition,  as  the  rule  adopted  requires ;  particularly  where  Broth- 
ers have  been  long  non-affiliated.  In  the  latter  case,  in  the  absence  of 
demits,  or  inability  to  procure  them,  I  would  suggest  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  where  the  Brothers  have 
been  duly  examined  and  admitted  to  visitation,  be  received  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Grand  Master,  in  lieu  of  the  demit 
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We  sball  omit  till  our  next  nnmber,  the  decisions  of  the  Grrand 
Master  on  Jurisprudence,  as  we  have  not  space  for  them  now. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  from  the 
pen  of  Bro.  James  Fenton,  Orand  Secretary,  is  a  well-written  docu- 
ment, from  which  we  may  make  some  extracts  at  another  time. 

The  Constitution  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
CSrand  Architect.     The  following  amendments  were  adopted : 

Strike  out  Sec.  2,  Art.  YI,  and  substitute  in  lieu  thereof,  ''  No 
candidate  for  initiation  or  membership  shall  be  proposed  or  balloted  for 
at  any  other  than  a  regular  Communication ;  nor  shall  such  proposition 
and  ballot  be  had  at  one  and  the  same  Communication.'' 

Art.  y,  Sec.  1.  Strike  out  all  after  the  words  ''  St  Johns,"  in 
said  section. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  Greenly,  of  Adrian,  Grand  Master ;  S.  B.  Brown,  of 
St.  Clair,  D.  G.  M. ;  David  A.  Wright,  of  Austin,  S.  G.  W. ;  Elisha 
Leach,  M.D.,  of  Owosso,  J.  G.  W. ;  Rev.  George  Taylor,  of  Ann 
Arbor,  G.  C. ;  Albert  H.  Jordan,  of  Detroit,  G.  A. ;  James  Fenton, 
of  Detroit,  G.  S. ;  Wm.  H.  McOmber,  of  NUes,  G.  T. ;  Stilman 
Blanchard,  of  Tecumseh,  G.  Y.  and  L. ;  F.  Carlisle,  of  Dexter,  S. 
G.  D. ;  T.  H.  Tracy,  of  Battle  Creek,  J.  G.  D. ;  Joseph  P.  Whiting, 
of  Detroit,  G.  M. ;  T.  B.  Eldred,  of  Climax,  G.  8.  B. ;  A.  Partridge, 
of  Birmingham,  G.  P. ;  Charles  D.  Howard,  G.  S.  and  T. 

There  ^ere  several  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of  funeral  cere- 
monies, Jurisprudence,  etc.,  which  we  shall  defer  till  the  issue  of  our 
next  number.  The  late  period  *  at  which  we  obtained  a  copy  of  the 
proceedings  prevents  our  extending  this  article  to  greater  length. 


!t^  No  Mason  chosen  into  any  office  can  refuse  to  serve,  unless  be 
has  served  in  the  same  office  before.  The  Master  of  every  regular 
Lodge,  duly  elected  and  installed,  has  it  in  special  charge,  as  appurte- 
nant to  his  office,  duty  and  dignity,  to  see  that  all  the  by-laws  of  his 
Lodge,  ,as  well  as  the  general  regulations  from  the  Ghrand  Lodge,  be 
duly  observed ;  that  his  Wardens  discharge  their  office  foithfully,  and 
be  examples  of  diligence  and  sobriety  to  the  Craft. — Ancient  Const, 

*  It  is  dae  to  the  Grand  Secretazy  of  Michigan  to  lay,  that  a  copy  which  he  mailed  ibr  iu 
at  an  early  period  after  the  toeetlng  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  did  not  reach  as.  We  retom  our 
thanks  to  him  for  a  dnpUeate,  and  also  to  Bio.  J.  Adams  Allen  fat  a  copy  which  he  kindly 
flxmidiedas. 
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"EPILOGUE. 


II 


From  the  Masonic  Signet  and  Joazoal. 


**  Exease  me,  sir — I  Ml  not  be  held — go  to— 
I  fancy  I  can  speak  as  well  as  yon ; 
I  *m  not  prepared,  yon  say — perhaps  yon  're  bit- 
Alas,  you  little  know  of  Woman's  wit. 
Prologue,  and  songs,  and  all !  't  is  rather  hard, 
I  should  not  in  the  deal  put  in  my  card. 
Encroach  on  Mason  ground  I  no  Ix>dge  is  here — 
I  '11  speak  the  Epilogue,  that 's  flat  and  fair. 
Brethren,  (for  by  your  smiles  I  well  can  see 
Tou  bear  our  sex  no  great  antipathy,) 
Forgive  this  little  bustle  and  intrusion, 
From  whence  did  order  spring,  but  fh>m  confusion  ? 
And  sure  you  '11  not  deem  a  lady  absurd, 
To  claim  her  right  in  having  the  last  word. 
Besides,  to  be  more  plain,  and  tell  you  true. 
We  have  our  mysteries  as  well  as  you. 
In  short,  (though  I  'm  not  apt  to  be  laconic,) 
Our  aprons,  though  not  shecp's-skin,  are  Masonic. 
Behold  this  tower  suspended  in  the  air ;  (Her  head-dress.) 

What  Master  Mason,  with  his  line  and  square. 
E'er  form'd  a  juster  plan  ?  't  is  built  t'  a  hair. 
This  demi-bastion  1  is  it  not  complete  1 
See  you  not  here  the  beautiful  and  great  ? 
Am  I  not  qualified  to  give  you  a  Lecture, 
Who  boasts  such  noble  piles  of  Architecture  ? 
You  fix  your  scale,  or  spread  your  compass  wide — 
Eccentric  Fashion  is  the  nobler  guide. 
Tour  figures !  pshaw !  e'en  Euclid's  self,  perhaps, 
'T  would  poze  to  draw  the  figure  of  our  caps ; 
And  as  for  squares  and  hexagons,  ye  wise. 
We  beat  you  quite ;  for  instance—  Christmas  pies. 
Talk  you  of  instruments ;  our  simple  feet 
Shall  dance,  and  form  a  labyrinth  of  Crete. 
In  circles  most  exact  you  deal — ^mere  rote ! 
What  circle 's  equal  to  our  petticoat  ? 
You  sage  philosophers  may  laugh  or  stare. 
But  if  we  please,  we'll  make  the  circle  square. 
Think  you,  you  ever  see  in  any  place. 
An  oval  finer  than  a  female  (ace  1 
But  not  to  matter  and  its  laws  confin'd, 
Our  nicer  art  attempts  the  human  mind. 
We  turn  the  soil,  fix  firm  foundations  there. 
And  fanes  to  Love  and  sacred  Hymen  rear. 
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As  the  groand  yaries,  whether  vale  or  hill, 

We  MasoDB  varj  our  materials  still. 

Some  use  gaj  airs,  yet  innocently  free, 

Joined  with  a  dash  of  harmless  coquetry : 

Some  ose  reserre,  some  wit's  enlhrening  fire. 

Others,  Amphion-like,  the  melting  lyre. 

The  pmde,  indeed,  coald  never  build  at  all, 

Por  Scandal's  sandy  pillan  quickly  fall. 

Two  radiant  eyes  have  often  raised  a  pile. 

As  the  Sun  quickens  insects  in  the  KUe. 

Yet  Time,  we  own,  will  shake  oar  firmest  mound, 

Unless  by  Virtne's  lasting  cement  bound ; 

Unless  Good  Temper  veils  each  latent  flaw. 

And  Decency  her  polish  will  bestow. 

Thus,  brethren,  stands  our  claim  to  Masonry, 

Let  a  free  sister  then  accepted  be, 

Know,  then,  that  all  true  adepts  have  their  sign : 

Discover  yours,  1 11  frankly  tell  you  mine." 

M  ^  I  I 


REMINISCENCES    OF    THE    OLD    BAY'STATE.* 


900  Vtot^tr  SrUt^et  H,  Bsntrsft. 


In  looking  over  oar  book  of  Constitutions,  published  in  1798,  (by 
Isaiah  Thomas),  I  find  a  letter  to  the  immortal  Washington,  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  viz  :  ''  Wishing  ever  to  be  foremost 
in  testimonials  of  respect,  and  admiration  of  those  virtues  and  services 
with  which  you  have  so  long  adorned  and  benefited  our  common  coun- 
try ;  and  not  the  last  nor  least  to  regret  the  cessation  of  them  in  the 
Public  Councils  of  the  Union,  your  Brethren'  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  of  greeting  you  in  the  calm  retirement 
you  have  contemplated  to  yourself.  Though  as  citizens  they  lose  you 
in  the  active  labors  of  political  life,  they  hope  as  Masons  to  find  you  in 
the  pleasing  sphere  of  fraternal  engagement.  From  the  cares  of  state 
and  the  fatigues  of  public  business,  our  institution  opens  a  recess  afibrd* 
ing  all  the  Relief  of  Tranquility,  the  Harmony  of  Peace,  and  the 
Refreshment  of  Pleasure.  Of  these  may  you  partake  in  all  their  purity 
and  satisfaction.  And  we  assure  ourselves  that  your  attachment  to  this 
social  plan  will  increase ;  and  that  under  the  auspices  of  your  encour- 
agement, assistance  and  patronage,  the  Crafk  will  attain  its  highest 
ornament,  perfection  and  praise.    And  it  is  our  earnest  prayer  that 

*  Viom  ibe  Volee  of  Munuy. 
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wben  your  light  shall  be  no  more  Tisible  in  this  earthly  Temple,  you 
may  be  raised  to  the  All  Perfect  Lodge  above,  be  seated  on  the  right 
of  the  Supteme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  and  receive  the  Refreshment 
your  labors  have  merited.  In  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  we  subscribe 
ourselves,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  affectionate  Brethren, 

Paul  Bbvbsb,  6.  M. 

Ibaiah  Thomas,  S.  G.  W. 

JoBBPH  Laqghtom,  J.  G.  W. 
DiJfUL  OuvBB,  Gmnd  Secretary, 
Boston,  March  %l9t,  5797. 


The  Mowing  answer  was  received,  and  communicated  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  June  12th,  5797  : 

**  To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Mcuons,  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 

*'  Brothebs  : — It  was  not  until  within  these  few  days  that  I  have 
been  &vored  by  the  receipt  of  your  a^ctionate  address,  dated  Boston, 
the  21st  of  March. 

"  For  the  &vorable  sentiments  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  on 
the  occasion  of  my  past  services,  and  for  the  regrets  with  which  they 
are  accompanied  for  the  cessation  of  my  public  functions,  I  pray  you  to 
accept  my  best  acknowledgments  and  gratitude.  No  pleasure  except 
that  which  results  from  a  consciousness  of  having,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
abilities,  discharged  the  trusts  which  have  been  reposed  in  me  by  my 
country,  can  equal  the  satisfaction  I  feel  from  the  unequivocal  proo&  I 
continually  receive  of  its  approbation  of  my  public  conduct ;  and  I  beg 
you  to  be  assured  that  the  evidence  thereof,  which  is  exhibited  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  is  not  among  the  least  pleasing  or  grate- 
ful to  my  feelings.  In  that  retirement  which  declinmg  years  induced 
me  to  seek,  and  which  repose,  to  a  mind  long  employed  in  public  con- 
cerns, rendered  necessary,  my  wishes  that  bounteous  Providence  will 
continue  to  bless  and  preserve  our  Country  in  peace,  and  in  the  pros- 
perity it  has  enjoyed,  will  be  warm  and  sincere ;  and  my  attachment  to 
the  Society  of  which  we  are  members,  will  dispose  me  always  to  con- 
tribute my  best  endeavors  to  promote  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
Craft.  For  the  prayer  you  offered  in  my  behalf,  I  entreat  you  to  accept 
the  thanks  of  a  grateful  heart,  assurances  of  fraternal  regard,  and  best 
wishes  for  the  honor,  happiness  and  prosperity  of  all  the  members  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON." 
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MASONIC     JURISPRUDENCE— QUERIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


Ed.  Ashlas — Dear  Sir:    Is  the  W.  M.  ever  put  on  committees? 

An8.  He  IB  sometimes  **  The  Master,"  says  Mackey,  ''  has  also 
the  prerogative  of  appointing  all  special  committees,  and  is  entitled  to 
be  present  at  their  meetings,  and  when  present  to  act  as  chairman." 


Ed.  Ashlar — Dear  Sir:  Should  not  all  the  officers  of  a  Lodge 
be  members  of  that  Lodge  ?  Is  not  the  Tyler  an  officer  ?  Can  the 
same  Brother  be  appointed  Tyler  to  two  or  more  Lodges,  when  he  can 
be  a  member  of  bat  one  ? 

Ans.  All  the  officers,  except  the  Tyler  of  a  Lodge,  should  be 
members  of  the  Lodge.  The  same  Brother  can  be  Tyler  of  more  than* 
one  Lodge. 


Bro.  Wxston  :  Can  a  Lodge  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  ?    Such  is  sometimes  done. 

Ans.    It  should  not,  as  such  action  would  be  at  variance  with  Ma- 
sonic usi^. 


Ed.  Ashlar  :  Can  a  Past  or  present  Master  perform  the  ceremony 
of  constituting  a  new  Lodge  ? 

Ans.    He  cannot,  unless  by  special  authority  of  the  Grand  Master. 


Bro.  a.  Wxston  :  A  ballot  is  passed,  and  decided  to  be  foul.  A 
Brother,  soon  after,  rises,  and  says  he  thinks  he  made  a  mistake,  and 
asks  permission  to  correct  his  ballot  and  deposit  a  white  ball.  Can  he 
do  so? 

Ans.  If  any  Brethren  have  left  ihe  room,  the  ballot  should  not  be 
passed  again.  If  all  are  present,  the  ballot  may  be  taken  again,  to 
correct  mistakes. 
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Offiosba  of  thb  Grand  Bodies  of  MissiBaippi : 

Gresnd  Lodges — ^David  Mitchell,  G.  M. ;  Wm.  A.  Champlin,  D.  6. 
M. ;  Charles  B.  Bond,  6.  S.  W. ;  Newton  J.  Beckett,  G.  J.  W.  ; 
Bev.  Thos.  W.  Caskey ,  G.  C. ;  Benj.  S.  Tappan,  G.  Treaa. ;  Bo :  W.  T. 
Daniel,  G.  Sec. ;  Thos.  I.  Sharpe,  G.  M. ;  Dent  H.  Miles,  G.  S.  D. ; 

D.  R.  Petitt,  G.  J.  D. ;  Walter  Denney,  G.  Sd.  B. ;  Ed.  BowmMi, 
G.  P. ;  Almon  Bobbins,  G.  T. 

Grand  JR.  A.  0%cp^«r.— Giles  M.  Hilyer,  G.  H.  P. ;  George  W. 
Perkins,  D.  G.  H.  P. ;  Wm.  A.  Champlin,  G.  K. ;  E.  F.  McGehee, 
G.  S. ;  Bev.  Thos.  W.  Caskey,  G.  C. ;  Benj.  S.  Tappan,  G.  Twas. ; 
Bo :  W.  T.  Daniel,  G.  Sec;  J.  F.  Arnold,  G.  0. ;  D.  8.  Comfort,  6.  C. 
of  H. ;  Wm.  W.  Hart,  G.  P.  S. ;  J.  H.  Kennedy,  G.  B.  A.  C. ;  John 
McGuirk,  G.  M.  3rd  V. ;  J.  L.  Hargrove,  G.  M.  2nd  V. ;  E.  G. 
Banks,  G.  M.  Ist  V. ;  Almon  Bobbins,  G.  T. 

Grand  Council  of  E.  and  S,  Masters, — Hon.  William  Cothran, 
P.  G.  H.  P.  and  P.  G.  M.  M.  P.  G.  M. ;  Wm.  H.  Stevens,  P.  G. 
H.  P.,  P.  G.  M.  and  P.  M.  E.  G.  Cond.  of  K.  T.  Dep.  P.  G.  M.; 
Hon.  W.  S.  Patton,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  G.  Th.  111.  G.  M. ;  M.  S.  Ward, 
P.  G.  H.  P.,  G.  P.  C.  of  W. ;  John  McGuirk,  G.  C.  of  G. ;  Benj.  8. 
Tappan,  P.  G.  H.  P.  and  P.  G.  M.,  G.  Treas. ;  Bo :  W.  T.  Danid. 
G.  B. ;  Rev.  W.  W.  Lord,  D.D.,  G.  C. ;  Alex.  Brown,  G.  S. 

Grand  Commandery  of  K  T.— Harvey  W.  Walter,  M.  E.  G.  C. ; 
C.  A.  Manlove,  V.  E.  Dep.  G.  C. ;  John  M.  West,  E.  G.  G. ;  .Wm. 
S.  Patton,  E.  G.  C.  Gi;  B.  S.  Fant,  E.  G.  P. ;  D.  N.  Moody,  E.  G. 
S.  W. ;  E.  P.  Russell,  E.  G.  J.  W. ;  B.  S.  Tappan.  E.  G.  Treas. ; 
Bo :  W.  T.  Daniel,  E.  G.  B. ;  J.  B.  Derryberry,  K  G.  St.  B. ;  Fountain 
Wood,  E.  G.  Sd.  B. ;  H.  H.  Hubbard,  E.  G.  W. ;  Alex.  Brown, 

E.  G.  S. 


Officers  of  the  Geand  Chapter  of  Botal  Arch  Masons  of 

the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  current  year : 

Erastus  Lewis,  G.  H.  P.,  JanesviUe ;  Gabriel  Bouck,  D.  G.  H.  P., 
Oshkosh  ;  Andrew  J.  Redburn,  G.  K.,  Racine ;  M.  M.  Cothren,  G.  8., 
Mineral  Point ;  John  H.  Rountree,  G.  Treas.,  Plattville ;  William  T. 
Palmer,  G.  Sec,  Milwaukee;  Rev.  S.  C.  Bulkley,  G.  C,  JanesviUe; 
J.  M.  Levy,  G.  M.,  La  Crosse;  Morris  Louis,  G.  C.  of  H.,  Milwau- 
kee; D.  C.  Bush,  G.  P.  S.,  Madison;  M.  L.  Young.  G.  B.  A.  C, 
Milwaukee  ;  T.  R.  Mott,  G.  M.  3rd  V.,  Watertown  ;  S.  G.  Benedict, 
G.  M.  2nd  v.,  Madison  ;  T.  J.  Warner,  G.  M.  1st  V.,  Berlin  ;  E.  0. 
Eldred,  G.-S.,  Elkhom ;  Ebenezer  Clewitt,  G.  G.,  Middleton. 

Gommittee  on  Foreign  Correspondence, — M.  M.  Cothren,  Mineral 
Point ;  H.  L.  Palmer,  Milwaukee ;  H.  S.  Baird,  Gh:^n  Bay. 


THB  ASHLAB.  841 

A   CORRECTION. 


Lbxikoton  Lodob  No.  61,  of  F.  &  A.  Hasokb,  ) 
Lexington,  Mkh.,  Feb.  17,  A.  L,  5660.         ( 

Editor  Ashlab — Jkar  Sir  and  Bro. :  In  the  list  of  Expelled  Ma- 
flona,  as  seen  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State, 
for  the  year  1860,  the  name  of  Bro.  Abthus  M.  Clarkb,  a  member 
of  this  Lodge,  occurs.  This  is  an  error,  "the  said  Brother  being  in 
good  standing,"  and  as  such,  I  beg  you  will  ^ve  it  publicity. 

Fratenially  yoare,  JOHN  D.  LUTUYCHE,  5fac. 


AN   IMPOSTER. 


Augvuta,  lH,  Febrvaty  Bth,  A.  L.  5860. 

Bro.  Editor — Dear  Sir:  J.  L.  Anderson  Lodge  No.  818,  has 
lately  been  imposed  on  by  a  man  named  John  Higgins,  who  pretended 
to  hail  from  Tonawanda  Lodge  No.  247.  He  applied  to  us  for  assist- 
ance, and  received  seven  dollars,  giving  an  order  on  that  Lodge  for  the 
amount,  which  we  immediately  forwarded,  and  received  an  answer, 
stating  that  there  was  no  man  of  that  name  now  belonging  to  that 
Lodge,  or  ever  had  been.  Said  Higgins  is  about  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  light  brown  hair,  light  complexion,  sharp  features,  and  about 
twenty-four  years  old.  Fraternally  yours, 

S.  M.  STANDISH,  Sec. 


EXPELLED. 


Paw  Paw  Lodge  No.  25,  of  F.  and  A.  M. 
Paw  Paw,  Midi.,  February  3rd,  1860. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro. — At  a  regular  communication  of  our  Lodge, 
the  sixth  day  of  January,  A.  L.  5860,  Bro.  Fitz  H.  Stevens  was 
expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  for  unmasonic 
conduct.  Fraternally  yours,  A.  J.  Sortorb,  Sec. 


••♦ 


MARRIED. 


On  the  Ist  February,  1860,  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich.,  Bro.  Ohas. 
B.  DuNWEUi,  of  White  Pigeon,  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Willbr,  of  Three 
Rivers,  Mich. 


842  THE   ASHLAB. 


EDITOR'S     TABLE 


CoMP.  J.  M.  Austin. — ^In  oar  last  namber  we  pablished  an  article  from  the 
New  York  Courier  giving  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Comp.  James  M.  Austin, 
Qrand  High  Priest  of  the  G.  C.  of  N.  Y.  On  reading  that  article  carefallj  ire 
think  it  does  not  do  justice  to  the  ability,  zeal  and  disinterestedness  of  our  dis- 
tingnished  Companion.  We  had  an  opportunity  to  see  Bro.  Austin  in  the 
6.  6.  Chapter,  on  his  late  visit  to  Chicago,  at  thd  meeting  of  the  6.  G.  Bodies, 
where  he  displayed  eminent  good  judgment  and  ability. 


Q^  The  next  number  of  Thb  Ashlab  may  be  delayed  till  a  few  days  after 
the  first  of  the  month,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  editor. 


q;^  Those  who  owe  for  the  present  volume  of  Thb  Ashlar  are  requested 
to  pay  at  once.    Money  can  be  paid  to  agents  or  sent  by  mail. 


D;^  Any  subscribers  who  do  not  receive  their  numbers  regularly  will  confer 
a  fiivor  by  giving  us  notice  of  the  fact. 


Fbbsidbnt  Blanghabd  vs.  Masokrt. — A  short  time  since,  in  these  col- 
umns appeared  a  notice  of  President  Blanchard,  of  Galesburg,  as  a  denouncer 
of  Masonry.  It  is  not  the  first  time  he  has  been  before  the  public  in  that 
character.  '  Some  years  ago  he  prepared  an  address,  with  a  great  deal  of  labor, 
which  was  intended  to  embody  a  sweeping  and  unanswerable  argument  against 
all  secret  societies.  The  good  people  of  Galesbuig,  with  full  faith  in  the  Pres- 
ident's logic,  admired  his  production  very  much ;  and,  supposing  that  its  circu- 
lation would  do  away  with  eveiy  form  of  secret  meetings,  had  it  printed  and 
scattered  broadcast  through  the  country.  A  stray  copy  foil  into  the  hands  of 
Col.  Jonas,  a  staunch  old  Mason,  who  read  it  carefully.  Soon  after  they  met. 
Grood  morning,  Mr.  Blanchard,"  said  the  Colonel. 
Good  morning,  sir,''  bowed  the  President  stiffly. 

**  I  understand,  Mr.  Blanchard,  that  you  have  been  delivering  an  address 
against  secret  societies  ?  " 

Blanchard  was  flattered.    His  fame  was  spreading. 

**  Yes/'  he  modestly  admitted  that  he  had  made  such  an  effort. 

**  Thai*8  right  I  That  *8  right!"  exclaimed  the  Colonel  with  enthusiasm ;  go 
on,  sir.  Scatter  the  Sons  of  Temperance  to  the  winds  of  heaven ;  they  never 
were  anything  but  actors  in  a  miserable  farce.  Tear  up  Odd  Fellowship,  root 
and  branch.  It  has  always  been  a  wretched  imitation.  But,  as  for  Masonry, 
President  Blanchard,"  and  the  Colonel  changed  his  voice  and  raised  his  hand, 
"it  has  stood  the  roarings  of  lions  for  centuries,  and  it's  not  going  to  be  bnuftd 
down  hg  a  jachasa  now, — Springfiidd  Independent, 


tt 
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MASONRY    AND    BELIQION. 


From  the  New  York  Dispatch. 

We  dip  the  following  from  the  last  number  of  the  Voice.    The  sin- 
golar  character  of  Bro.  Morris's  response  makes  it  worth  a  glance : 

Belief  in  the  Bible. — ^Bro.  Morris  makes  use  of  the  following 
language : 

**  A  Mason  openly  disavowing  belief  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  the 
pff^r  subject  of  charges." 

Will  Bro.  M.  tell  us  what  he  means  by  the  Holy  Scriptures?  We 
haye  always  supposed  that  the  term  embraced  every  chapter  from  Qen- 
esis  to  Revelations.  Be  a  little  more  explicit,  for  we  desire  to  take 
issue  with  you,  and  speedily .-»iV.  J]  Dupatch, 

We  mean  exactly  what  we  always  have  meant^  and  what  Masonry 
has  always  taught — ^those  fundamental  principles  of  moral  law  enun- 
ciated on  Mount  Sinai,  in  the  form  of  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  ex- 
pounded with  greater  or  lesser  accuracy  in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  the 
Koran,  the  Shaster,  the  writings  of  Confucius,  and  all  other  codes  of 
religious  belief. 

We  last  week  referred  at  some  length  to  the  matters  which  are  em- 
braced in  the  above  extracts.  We  then  deprecated,  in  strong  language, 
the  various  effi)rts  which  are  being  made  to  make  Masonry  a  religious 
institution  of  any  character,  whether  it  be  Christian,  Jewish,  or  Ma- 
homedan.  When  we  wrote  that  article  we  had  not  seen  the  above, 
which  came  to  us  with  our  exchanges  of  this  week.  Now,  does  Bro. 
Morris  mean  to  say  that  when  he  wrote  the  words  "  Holy  Scriptures,'' 
in  the  above  extract,  he  meant  to  include  within  theur  scope  the  *'  Ko- 
ran, the  Shaster,  the  writings  of  Confacius,  and  all  other  codes  of  reli- 
gious belief?"     Since  when  have  these  latter  been  declared  to  be  ''  Ho- 
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ly,"  and  by  what  anthority  ?  The  word  "  holy"  means  that  the  thing 
to  which  it  is  applied  is  pure,  immaculate,  and  sacred ;  this  means  that 
it  is  so  in  its  entirety,  for  a  thing  cannot  be  pure  which  is  alloyed,  or 
immaculate  with  a  single  spot  or  taint  of  moral  impurity,  or  sacred  when 
blended  with  the  least  profiEinity.  But  Bro.  Morris,  in  the  name  of 
Masonry,  calls  upon  Masons  to  endorse  the  heated  theories  of  the  Per- 
sian theologists,  whi9&re  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Hebrew  Bible  and 
Talmud ;  the  claims  of  the  divinity  of  Mahomet,  which  are  put  forth  in 
the  Koran,  and  the  assumption  that  Confucius  was  the  prophet  of  Grod, 
all  of  which  are  directly  at  yariance  with  the  two  different  theories  for 
the  salvation  of  the  soul  believed  in  by  Christians  and  Hebreirs,  and 
directly  in  conflict  with  what  Bro.  Morris  calls  the  "  Christian  Scrip- 
tures." 

We  cannot  believe  that  any  sane  man,  before  dinner,  would  have 
the  hardihood  to  enunciate  to  the  world  such  a  string  of  absurdities  as 
Bro.  Morris  here  gives  when  he  calls  these  various  theories  *'  holy." 

If  it  had  been  asserted  that  each  of  these  different  systems  of  religion 
contains  something  which  is  good,  and  which  all  craftsmen  must  believe 
in  and  practice,  every  Mason  would  assent  to  it ;  for  the  true  religion 
of  Masonry,  which  is  simply  a  belief  in  one  eve^living,  aU-powerfbl, 
merciful  and  just  God,  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  carries 
with  it  the  necessity  of  leading  pure  and  just  lives,  of  practicing  charity, 
frugality,  temperance  and  fortitude,  of  rendering  to  every  man  his  just 
dues,  and  to  give  to  God  that  adoration  which  it  is  the  duty,  as  it  should 
be  the  happiness,  of  a  creature  to  yield  to  his  Creator.  Hence  we  say 
to  you,  Bro.  Morris,  that  a  Deist  who  openly  professes  a  disbelief  in  all 
and  every  accepted  creed,  plan,  or  mode  for  the  salvation  of  the  soul 
through  any  species  of  mediation  or  intercession,  is  a  good  and  proper 
candidate  for  the  three  first  degrees  of  Freemasonry.  In  saying  this, 
we  of  course  take  issue  with  you  on  your  first  declaration,  "  that  a  Ma- 
son openly  disavowing  belief  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is  the  proper  sub- 
ject of  charges ;"  as  well  as  on  your  insincere  and  unsuccessful  attempt 
to  explain  your  position.  You  have  a  right  to  enjoy  your  individual 
opinions ;  but  when,  under  the  assumption  that  you  are  imparting  light, 
knowledge  and  instruction,  you  give  those  opinions  to  the  world; 
when  you  thus  place  the  stamp  of  truth  on  the  coinage  of  error,  you 
'  must  expect  to  be  met  and  refuted. 

You  have  great  Masonic  knowledge,  or  the  assumptions  of  its  pos- 
session which  are  contained  in  the  juridical  portions  of  your  paper, 
where  you  construe  Masonic  laws  and  define  usages,  are  to  go  for  noth- 
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ing.  Henoe  the  pontion  in  which  yon  place  yourself,  reDclers  it  the 
more  necessary  that  the  fidlacy  of  yoor  visionary  theories,  that  there  is 
the  slightest  connection  between  Masonry  and  any  distinct  religions 
creed,  should  be  promptly  met  and  fiilly  demonstrated. 

You  were  taught  that  you  should  discourage  all  departures  from  the 
an<»ent  plan  of  Masonry.  Will  you  prove  that  this  plan  sustains  you, 
even  by  implication,  in  the  declaration  first  copied  in  this  article  ? 

Do  you  respect  the  old  charges?  If  so,  how  do  you  get  by  the  very 
first  of  them  oontuned  in  the  edition  of  1738  ?  I  will  transcribe  it  fi)r 
your  benefit : 

In  ancient  times  the  Christian  Masons  were  charged  to  comply  with 
the  Christicm  usages  of  each  country  where  they  travelled  or  worked ; 
but  Masonry  being  found  in  all  nations,  even  of  divers  religions,  they 
are  now  only  charged  to  adhere  to  that  religion  in  which  all  men  agree 
(leaving  each  brother  to  his  own  particular  opinions)  that  is,  to  be  good 
men  and  true,  men  of  honor  and  nonesty,  by  whatever  names,  religions 
and  persuasions  they  may  be  distinguished ;  for  they  all  agree  in  the 
three  great  articles  of  Noah,  enough  to  preserve  the  cement  of  the 
lodge.  Thus  Masonry  is  the  centre  of  their  union,  and  the  happy 
means  of  conciliating  persons  that  otherwise  might  have  remained  at  a 
perpetual  distance. 

Couple  with  this  piece  of  Masonic  law  one  of  our  most  sacred  marks, 
which  is,  that  no  Atheist  can  become  a  Mason,  and  we  have  aU  the 
light  which  is  required  fer  our  guidance.  It  sufficed  for  our  fiithers, 
and  should  be  sufficient  for  us. 

The  Masonic  fraternity  cannot  be  enforced  with  the  profession  of  any 
religious  belief  without  destroying  its  universality,  which  is  and  has 
been  for  ages  the  very  keystone  of  its  whole  fabric. 

We  do  not  now  rebuke  this  and  other  effi)rts  which  have  been  made 
to  change  the  fraternity  into  a  Christian  institution,  because  we  have 
the  slightest  fears  of  their  success,  but  because  we  desire  to  deny  the 
truth  of  a  rule  which  has  been  falsely  declared  to  exist,  and  which,  if  it 
did  exist,  would  exclude  millions  from  Masonic  communication. 


[(F*  "  The  great  principles  of  our  Institution,"  says  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence,  of  La.,  ''  have  ever  been  the  same,  and 
in  regard  to  them  there  is  a  remarkable  degree  of  unanimity.  This  is 
because  these  principles  have  ever  been  inculcated  at  each  initiation." 
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On  the  Sanday  week  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Bedemptorist 
fathers  from  Sunderland,  Father  Conolly  warned  the  congregation  agains^ 
secret  societies,  showing  their  pernicious  tendency,  and  said,  though 
many  had  oheyed  the  voice  of  their  good  bishop  BnA  clergy,  and  had 
abandoned  all  connection  with  such  associations,  still  there  was  one 
person  who  contumaciously  persisted  in  his  aUegiance  to  the  obnoxious 
community ;  and  the  reverend  gentleman  announced  that  if  the  church 
was  not  listened  to,  he  must  be  expelled,  and  bear  the  censure  of  Gfod's 
church  on  his  shameful  conduct  in  the  evening,  Canon  Bamber,  when 
returning  thanks  to  the  missionaries  for  all  the  valuable  service  to  the 
congregation  during  the  mission,  took  occasion  to  announce  that  the 
person  who  had  been  censured  in  the  morning  for  his  adherence  to  die 
obnoxious  secret  societies,  had  come  forward  and  renounced  all  connection 
with  the  illegal  association.  It  was  calculated  that  there  were  over  two 
thousand  persons  present  at  the  termination  of  the  services  of  the  mis- 
sion.— TcUflet, 

We  felt  pained  at  reading  the  foregoing  extract,  because  it  is  the 
enunciation  of  a  dogma  of  the  Boman  Catholic  Church,  which,  if 
enforced,  must  cut  off  from  our  numbers  thousands  of  good  and  useful 
men  ;  or  it  must  necessarily  prevent  these  same  men  from  continuing  in 
communion  with  the  church. 

We  will  not  say  a  word  in  censure  of  the  Catholic  Church,  but  its 
government  is  open  to  criticism.  It  claims  to  be  universal  in  its  rules 
and  in  their  enforcement ;  it  claims  that  wherever  Catholicism  exists,  it  so 
exists,  in  all  of  its  moral  teachings,  without  the  slightest  diversity.  How 
is  it  then  that  the  eminent  French  Catholics  who  are  the  very  prope  and 
piDars  of  Freemasonry  in  France,  and  who  at  the  same  time  are  in  com- 
munication with  the  Church,  have  not  been  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  obscure  individual  who  is  referred  to  in  the  above  extract? 
how  is  it  that  the  choice  has  not  been  forced  upon  them  of  abandoning 
the  Masonic  fraternity  or  of  "  being  expelled  and  bearing  the  censure 
of  Ood's  church  on  their  shameful  conduct  ?"  An  illustration  will  give 
the  answer.  The  late  Colonel  McClung,  once  kicked  a  man  who  had 
displeased  him.  On  the  following  day  the  Colonel  saw  the  same  man, 
who  had  meekly  submitted  to  the  kicking,  in  the  act  of  violently  kicking 
another  person.  ''  How's  this  ?"  said  McClung,  "  that  I  find  yon  kick- 
ing a  man  to-day,  when  yesterday  you  submitted,  without  a  murmur,  to 
a  kicking  yourself  ?"  '*Ah!  ha  I  Colonel,"  replied  the  fellow,  "  we 
are  both  men  of  judgment,  we  both  know  who  to  kick  !     This  fellow  is 

*  rrom  the  New  York  Diipateh. 
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a  poor  mifleiable  deyil,  and  Iie'll  stand  it  !*'  It  might  be  rather  impolitic 
on  the  part  of  the  chnroh,  to  say  to  Prince  Marat,  the  Grand  Master  of 
Masons  of  France,  "  the  chnrch  giyes  yon  the  choice  of  remaining  in  com- 
munication with  Freemasonry,  and  for  that  cause,  being  excommunicated 
firom  the  chnrch  of  God  for  your  shamefol  conduct,  or  else  you  mnst 
oome  forward,  and  renounce  all  connection  with  the  illegal  Association  I" 

This  might  be  a  yery  inconvenient  step  on  the  part  of  the  church,  in 
the  event  of  a  refusal  by  the  Pnnoe  to  commit  peijnry,  even  when 
requested  by  the  Pope  himself.  In  the  event  of  a  refusal,  what  does 
the  reader  suppose  the  "  Universal  Church  "  would  do  ?  Why  simply 
nothing :  the  Napoleonic  dynasty  is  too  powerfiod  to  suffer  humiliation 
and  denunciation  at  the  hands  of  any  spiritual  power.  Disagreeable 
consequences  might  follow ;  and  the  politicians  of  the  church  are  very 
careful  to  avoid  troubles  which  might  arise  from  excommunicating  princes 
for  such  trifling  matters  as  violations  of  its  discipline.  The  anathemas 
of  your  pure  and  immaculate  Antonellis  are  levelled  at  princes  and 
potentates  who  seek  to  curb  the  temporal  power  of  the  church — ^to  cu> 
cumscribe  its  territorial  rule.  When  this  is  done,  it  awakens  the  thun- 
ders of  the  Vatican — thunders  which  we  may  soon  hear,  and  which  will 
be  coupled  with  a  little  sacerdotal  lightning. 

It  will  therefore  be  easily  perceived  that  there  is  a  marked  difierenoe 
between  a  '*  son  of  the  church  "  who  wears  the  Imperial  purple,  or  who 
lives  within  its  shadow,  and  another  son  of  the  same  universal  parent, 
who  goes  to  arduous  labor  during  six  days  of  the  week  and  on  the 
seventh  seeks  spiritual  instruction  from  that  parent  To  enforce  the 
dogmas  of  the  church,  and  hence  of  God,  in  the  one  case  might  lead 
to  rebellion  and  trouble,  while  in  the  other  no  consequences  can  follow 
save  the  commission  of  a  moral  peijury  by  the  frightened  individual 
who  has  violated  a  rule  of  discipline. 

We  think  that  the  issue  between  the  Catholic  church  and  the  Masonic 
fraternity  might  as  well  be  met  now  as  at  any  other  time.  If  a  Roman 
Catholic  who  becomes  a  Freemason,  is  liable  at  any  time  by  the  rules 
of  the  church  to  be  excommunicated  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of 
his  religion  unless  he  cancels  his  vows  to  the  fraternity,  and  denounces 
the  most  perfect  code  of  morals  known  to  the  human  mind  in  any  age  of 
the  world,  it  is  proper  that  the  fraternity  should  consider  the  eligibility 
of  such  to  membership  in  the  craft.  Masonry  has  regarded  no  religion 
or  creed  as  giving  to  it  a  governing  code  of  laws,  but  has  left  all  men 
to  enjoy  that  reli^ous  opinion  which  was  approved  by  their  consciences, 
and  the  right  to  worship  God  in  any  form  or  manner  they  might  deem 
to  be  right. 


348  THE   ASHLAR. 

But  if  there  is  understood  to  be  in  the  minds  of  those  who  seek  the 
benefits  of  Masonry,  an  acknowledgment  of  a  power  which  is  superior  to 
the  most  solemn  and  binding  tows  which  can  be  enunciated  by  the 
tongae  of  man,  the  exercise  of  which  can  at  any  time  enforce  him  to 
recantation,  retraction,  and  a  disseyering  of  all  connecdon  with  the  craft, 
it  will  be  better  that  the  fraternity  should  know  and  act  upon  this  knowl- 
edge before  they  accept  a  candidate,  and  it  i&  better  for  the  candidate 
that  he  should  pass  a  seyere  self-examination  before  he  consents  to 
place  himself  in  such  an  equivocal  and  perhaps  disgraceful  position. 

These  things  are  not  light  or  ephemeral ;  they  are  of  paramount 
importance,  and  should  receive  the  legislative  add  judicial  action  of  the 
Fraternity,  which  has  now  the  wisdom  to  understand  and  corredily 
define  its  position,  and  the  moral  and  physical  power  to  enforce  all  its 
mandates,  when  they  are  founded  in  justice  and  point  toward  self-pies- 
ervation. 


^•^ 


SOMBTHING   NEW. 


'*  As  a  matter  of  curiosity,"  says  the  Mirror  and  KByttone,  "  we 
copy  the  following  from  'Harrington's  Desideratum  for  the  Age,'  a 
work  referred  to  by  us  in  our  columns  weeks  back.  We  have  no 
doubt  the  novelty  of  the  views  of  the  author  will  prove  interesting  to 
our  readers.  '  In  some  parts  of  the  Old  Testament,  Masonry  is  spoken 
of  as  the  Daughter  of  Zion,  particularly  by  the  Prophet  Micah ;  in 
other  parts  it  is  called  the  Daughter  of  Judah ;  and  m  the  New  Tes- 
tament, John,  in  his  second  epistle,  calls  it  the  Elect  Lady,  and  him- 
self the  Elder,  or  Master ;  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  Masoniy 
was  known  by  the  name  of  John's  Brothers  up  to  the  year  1440 ;  and 
even  to  this  day,  the  Masters  of  Lodges  are  installed,  or  supposed  to 
be,  on  St.  John's  Day,  %.  6.,  27th  of  December. 

"  '  At  the  commencement  of  the  12th  chapter  of  Revelations,  John 
represents  Masonry  as  a  woman  clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the  moon 
under  her  feet,  and  on  her  head  a  crown  of  twelve  stars ;  this  sym- 
bolical representation  must  be  particularly  striking  to  Masons — and  it 
will  not  be  out  of  place  to  observe  here,  that  her  clothing,  the  sun, 
alludes  to  the  religious,  scientific  light  that  surrounds  her ;  the  moon 
beneath  her  feet,  shows  that  the  light  from  Heaven  must  be  reflected 
by  her  to  disperse  the  power  of  darkness ;  and  the  crown  of  twelve 
stars  alludes  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  twelve  Apostles  of 
Christ,  who  placed  themselves  under  her  guidance.'  That  is,  under 
the  guidance  of  Masonry.  The  above  illustration  will  open  a  new  field 
to  Dr.  Oliver.  We  commend  Harrington's  publication  to  his  serious 
consideration." 


I 

c 
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A   SOLDIER    OF   THE    LEQION. 


BT  MB8.  XOBTOK. 


A  soldier  of  the  Legion  lay  dying  in  Algiers, 

There  was  lack  of  woman's  norsing,  there  was  dearth  of  woman's  tears ; 

But  a  comrade  stood  beside  him  wmie  his  life's  blood  ebbed  away, 

And  bent  with  pitying  glances  to  hear  what  he  mip^ht  say ; 

The  dying  soldier  faltered  as  he  took  his  comrade^  hand, 

And  said,  "  I  never  more  shall  see  my  own,  my  natiye  land. 

Take  a  message  and  a  token  to  some  distant  mends  of  mine  ; 

For  I  was  bom  at  Bingen,  sweet  Bingen  on  the  Bhine. 

"  Tell  my  brothers  and  companions  when  they  meet  and  crowd  aronnd, 
To  hear  my  moumfal  story,  on  some  pleasant  yineyard  ground. 
That  we  fought  the  battle  bravely,  and  when  the  day  was  done. 
Full  many  a  corpse  lay  ghastly  pale  beneath  the  setting  sun. 
And  with  the  dead  ana  dying  were  some  grown  old  in  wars. 
The  death-woand  on  their  gallant  breasts — the  last  of  many  scars  ; 
And  some  were  yoong,  and  saddenly  beheld  life's  mom  decline. 
And  one  had  come  from  Bingen,  sweet  Bingen  on  the  Rhine. 

"  Tell  my  mother  that  her  other  sons  shall  comfort  her  old  age — 

I  always  was  a  traant  bird  and  thonght  my  home  a  cage-~ 

My  father  was  a  soldier,  too,  and  even  as  a  child 

My  heart  leaped  forth  to  hear  him  tell  of  straggles  fierce  and  wild ; 

And  when  he  died,  and  left  ns  to  divide  his  scanty  hoard, 

I  let  them  take  whatever  they  would,  but  kept  my  father's  sword, 

And  with  boyish  love  I  hung  it  where  the  bright  lights  used  to  shine 

On  the  cottage  walls  of  Bingen,  bright  Bingen  on  the  Rhine. 

"  Tell  my  sister  not  to  weep  for  me,  nor  sob  with  drooping  head, 

When  the  troops  are  marching  home  again  with  a  glad  and  gallant  tread, 

But  to  look  upon  them  prondly  with  a  calm  and  steadfast  eye. 

For  her  brother  was  a  soldier,  too,  and  not  afraid  to  die. 

And  if  a  comrade  seek  her  love,  I  ask  her  in  my  name. 

To  listen  to  him  kindly,  without  regret  or  shame. 

And  to  hang  that  old  sword  in  its  place — ^my  faUier's  sword  and  mine, 

For  the  honor  of  old  Bingen,  bright  Bingen  on  the  Rhine. 

"  There  's  another,  not  a  sister,  in  the  happy  times  gone  by. 

Yon  'd  have  known  her  by  the  merriment  that  sparkled  in  her  eye. 

Too  innocent  for  coquetry,  too  proud  for  idle  scorning. 

Remember,  friends,  the  lightest  hearts  make  ofttimes  heaviest  mourning. 

Tell  her,  the  last  night  of  my  life  (for  ere  this  mom  be  risen, 

My  body  will  be  out  of  pain,  my  soul  be  out  of  prison,) 

I  dreampt  I  stood  beside  her,  wnere  the  bright  lights  used  to  shine 

On  the  vine-clad  hills  of  Bingen,  bright  Bingen  on  the  Rhine. 

"  I  saw  the  blue  Rhine  sweep  along ;  I  heard,  or  seemed  to  hear. 
Those  German  songs  we  used  to  sing  in  choras  sweet  and  clear ; 
And  down  the  plains  and  rivers,  and  up  the  slanting  hill, 
The  echoing  chorus  sounded  through  tike  evening  calm  and  still ; 
And  her  glad  blue  eves  were  on  me  as  we  passed  in  friendly  talk, 
Down  many  a  path  beloved  of  yore,  and  well  remembered  walk. 
And  her  little  hand  lay  lightly,  confidingly  in  mine. 
But  we  '11  meet  no  more  at  Bingen,  dear  Bingen  on  the  Rhine." 
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His  voice  grew  hoane  and  &iiiter,  his  speech  was  childish  weak, 
His  eyes  put  on  a  dying  look,  he  sighed  and  ceased  to  speak. 
His  comrade  bent  to  lin  him,  bnt  the  spark  of  life  had  fled, 
The  soldier  of  a  Legion  in  a  foreign  land  was  dead. 
The  soft  moon  rose  np  slowly,  and  calmly  she  looked  down 
On  the  red  sands  of  the  battle  field  with  bloody  corpses  strewn ; 
Tet  calmly  on  that  dreadful  scene  her  pale  lignt  seemed  to  shine. 
As  it  shone  on  distant  Bingen,  sweet  Bingen  on  the  Bhine. 


MASONBY    IN    TUBKET. 


CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Oriental  Lodge  (No.  988.) — ^The  festival  of  St.  John  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  the  27th  December,  at  Haltzer's  Hotel,  Penu  The  hrethren 
met  at  hm  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  business  of  the  evenhig  being  the  in- 
stallation of  Bro.  G.  Laurie  as  W.  M.,  for  the  succeeding  year,  and  the 
initiation  of  two  members.  The  ceremony  of  installation  haying  taken 
place,  the  W.  M.,  Bro.  G.  Laurie,  proceeded  to  choose  his  Officers  and 
Wardens  as  foUows,  viz :  Bros.  W.  W.  Evans,  S.  W.;  H.  Pulman, 
J.  W.;  Junor,  S.  J).;  J.  Tompkms,  J.  D.;  E.  C.  SiUy,  P.  M.,  Treas- 
urer; H.  M.  Wills,  Secretary;  B.  A.  Allan,  L  6.;  A.  Mountain, 
Steward ;  and  Bro.  T.  Cipriotti,  Tyler.  The  initiations  having  been 
gone  through  in  a  most  forcible  and  lucid  manner  by  the  worthy  Wo^ 
shipful  Master,  the  Lodge  closed  in  perfect  harmony,  and  adjourned  to 
the  banquet  table.  Amongst  the  brethren  present  were  his  ezoellenoy 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  K.  C.  B.;  J.  P.  Brown,  Esq.,  American  Consul, 
Alah  Oloo  Mirza  Kahn  it  Kheni,  Persian  Secretary ;  (a  newly  initi- 
ated brother ;)  four  brethren  of  the  French  Lodge  VEtoUe  du  Bp9- 
phore,  and  about  forty  brethren  of  the  Oriental  Lodge. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  drank  and  duly  responded  to, 
the  Worshipful  Master  rose  and  said:  ''Brethren,  I  rise  to  propose 
the  health  of  a  brother  whose  illustrious  name  is  well  known  to  all  of 
us,  and  of  whom  we  feel  an  honor  to  have  associated  among  us ;  I  need 
not  say — ^for  I  already  know  by  your  looks  you  anticipate  my  words — 
our  worthy  Brother  Sir  Henry  Bulwer.  (Cheers.)  Brethren,  I  need 
not  repeat  to  you,  for  you  well  know  his  kindness  of  heart  to  us  all, 
and  to  every  one  who  calls  himself  an  Englishman ;  but  we,  as  Masons, 
ought,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  do,  feel  honored  when  we  say  Sir 
H.  Bulwer  is  our  brother.  (Cheers.)  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to 
repeat  a  portion  of  a  conversation  his  excellency  and  myself  had  to- 
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geiher  some  short  time  since.  To  be  brief,  and  not  to  detain  yon,  it 
was  this : — "  We  haye  often  felt  the  want  of  a  Masonic  temple  of  our 
own."  (Lond  cheering.)  His  excellency,  our  brother,  fiivored  me 
with  his  views,  and  said  he  shonld  like  to  see  ns  assemble  in  a  temple 
of  onr  own,  for  he  had  Masonry  at  heart,  and  all  that  he  could  do— 
and  brethren,,  we  know  what  his  excellency  can  do — ^he  should  be  most 
happy.  (Oheers.)  Brethren,  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
we  shall  have  a  temple  of  onr  own,  and  our  illustrious  brother  the  Pro- 
Yincial  Grand  liaster.  (Oheers.)  Not  to  detain  you  longer,  I  beg 
you  to  drink  '  To  the  continued  health  and  long  life  of  our  iDustrious 
Brother  Sir  Henry  Bulwer.'  "  The  toast  was  drank  with  truly  Mason- 
ic honors,  followed  by  the  song — **  Our  Noble  Craft"  His  excellency, 
Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  on  rising,  said — '*  Gentlemen  and  brothers,  you 
can  scarcely  imagine  my  feelings,  standing  before  you  as  her  Britanic 
Majesty's  representative,  and  your  brother,  when  listening  to  the  to- 
kens of  regard  and  brotherly  feeling  evinced  towards  me,  as  exempli- 
fied by  the  speech  of  our  Worshipful  Master,  and  so  cordially  responded 
to  by  yourselves.  Gentlemen,  I  wish  I  could  say  that  I  was  as  for  ad- 
vanced in  Masonry  as  yourselves,  but  what  with  my  diplomatic  duties 
and  other  caUs,  I  find  that  I  cannot  devote  that  time  that  I  should 
wish.  With  regard  to  what  our  Worshipful  Master  has  just  told  you, 
I  may  here  repeat  that  I  have  the  greatest  wish  to  see  erected  in  this 
eastern  clime  a  temple  of  our  own.  (Cheers.)  Brethren,  you  are  ful- 
ly aware  of  the  fact,  as  I  am,  that  we  do  not  feel  so  well  pleased  on  en- 
tering a  confectioner's  shop  on  our  way  to  our  Lodge  as  we  should  in 
entering  a  temple  of  our  own.  (Cheers.)  Consequently  I  say,  if  we 
can  only  raise  a  Masonic  Temple  in  Turkey,  we  shall  not  only  be  do- 
ing a  duty  to  ourselves,  but  to  the  Craft  of  Masonry  in  general  Gen- 
tlemen, I  am  willing  to  do  all  I  can ;  if  you  will  help  yourselves,  I  will 
help  you.  (Cheers.)  With  regard  to  the  high  honor  our  worthy 
Worshipful  Master  expresses  a  wish  I  should  fulfill  (which  I  suppose 
meets  with  your  approval,)  I  caa  only  say  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  as- 
sist in  any  way  you  may  think  proper  to  call  on  me.  (Cheers.) 
Gentlemen,  at  all  times  let  me  impress  this  upon  you,  whether  brothers 
or  non-brothers,  you  will  find  that  I  am  ever  ready  to  listen  to  your 
wants ;  and  before  I  sit  down,  allow  me  to  propose  a  toast,  which  is 
'  The  health  of  my  respected  friend  and  brother,  J.  P.  Brown,  who  I 
am  happy  to  say  I  have  known  for  many  years.  May  the  stars  and 
stripes  and  the  flag  of  old  England  ever  be  united.'  "  His  excellency 
resumed  his  seat  amidst  great  cheering. 
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Brother  J.  P.  Brown,  on  rising,  said — ''  I  feel  extremely  gntefolfor 
the  flattering  manner  in  which  my  health  has  heen  proposed,  and  fixr 
the  evidence  of  the  kindly  feeling  with  which  it  was  spoken  of  by  his 
excellency  Sir  Henry  Bnlwer,  and  responded  to  by  the  brothren  pres- 
ent. I  cannot  too  warmly  expross  the  pleasure  and  satisfiiction  which 
I  derive  from  being  one  of  the  Masonic  Order  which  has  brought  to- 
gether to-night,  roprosentatives  from  so  many  parts  of  the  works  of  the 
Oreat  Arohitect  of  the  Universe.  If  I  sought  for  sources  of  recom- 
mendation for  the  mystic  tie,  to  which  we  all  have  taken  vows  of  fidd- 
ity,  I  Certainly  could  find  them  in  the  varied  nationalities  surrounding 
me.  Masonry  has  hero  brought  together  (and  united  in  one  band  of 
fraternity)  the  Ottoman  and  the  Persian ;  the  Britton  and  the  Ameri- 
can ;  the  Fronchman  and  the  Italian ;  the  German  and  the  Swede. 
The  native  of  the  East — the  land  where  the  sun  rises — ^meets  as  a 
brother  the  native  of  the  West,  where  the  sun  sets ;  and  I  might  be  al- 
lowed to  say  that  the  two  poles — ^the  two  frigid  ssones,  are  here  joined  in 
one  band  of  warm  fraternity.  So  must  it  ever  be  where  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  Masonry  are  carried  out  and  Masons  meet  together  as  brothers 
national ;  so  the  prejudices  are  forgotten,  and  Masons  meet  as  the  chil- 
dren of  one  common  parent — ^the  Great  Arohitect  of  the  Universe.  I 
have  the  impression  that,  many  years  ago,  there  was  a  French  Lodge 
in  Pent,  or  Galata,  which,  from  causes  unknown  to  me,  has  long 
ceased  to  exist  The  present  Oriental  Lodge,  warranted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  only  dates  back  some  three  years,  and  yet  already 
contains  some  seventy  members.  There  is  also  a  French  Lodge  in 
Pera,  recently  established,  warranted  by  the  Grand  Orient  of  France, 
called  the  VEtoUe  da  Bosphore,  represented  here  this  evening  by  some 
worthy  brethren,  and  contains  about  fifty  members ;  and  a  Grerman 
Lodge  is  in  contemplation.  It  is  believed  that  the  fraternity  in  Smyr- 
na, numbering,  I  am  told,  several  hundreds,  will  be  favored  vrith  a 
warrant  firom  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England ;  and  beyond  these  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  exists  any  other  Masonic  association  in  Turkey. 
"  Freemason"  is  used  as  a  word  of  reproach  here,  on  account,  of  course, 
of  a  total  ignorance  amongst  Mussulmen,  of  its  real  signification.  I  re- 
member some  years  ago,  when  in  Trebizond,  having  been  told  that  the 
worst  epithets  which  the  people  there  gave  to  foreigners,  were  Protes- 
tant, Muscov,  Freemason  and  Gonsolds.  I  believe  I  have  named 
them  conformably  with  their  several  degrees  of  iniquity,  and  I  firmly 
think  that  the  same  is  even  now  in  vogue  in  the  vocabulary  of  many  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  capital. 
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''  It  would  be  very  desirable  that  tlie  real  objecta  and  principles  of 
Freemaapniy  were  better  known  in  this  ooontry.  Their  liberality 
towards  all  those  who  are  not  pagans ;  their  non-exclnsiveness  towards 
all  seete,  Christians  and  Mnssolmen,  and  the  fraternal  good  will  and 
firiendship  which  they  incnlcate,  could  not  but  impress  Mahemedans 
irith  a  &vorable  conviction.  Masonry  is  being  introduced  into  Perda 
tinder  the  yeiy  favorable  auspices  of  H.  E.  Ferukh  Kahn,  and  others 
of  great  distinction,  and  I  regard  the  Lodges  in  this  capital  of  the  Mus- 
sulman world  as  a  strong  means  of  allaying  those  religious  prejudices 
which  so  unfortunately  separate  the  East  from  the  West,  and  as  a  means 
of  spreading  that  Masonic  light  of  love  and  good  will  among  them 
which  shone  forth  equally  from  the  East  In  common  with  several 
others  of  the  brethren  present,  I  have  indulged  in  the  impression  that 
Masonry  existed  amongst  the  Mussulmen,  especially  in  Constantinople, 
and  have  made  diligent  research  for  some  trace  of  it,  but,  I  regret  to 
add,  without  any  success.  I  even  have  heard  that  there  were  Lodges 
in  Stamboul,  Scutari,  Salonica,  and  Adrianople,  and  that  even  the 
Chrand  Lodge  existed  in  Scant ;  in  the  Lake  of  Siberia,  where  it  had 
been  taken  during  some  of  the  disasters  which  befoll  the  holy  city  of 
David,  and  the  destruction  of  the  temple  of  Solomon.  There  are,  it  is 
true,  a  few  Masons  amongst  the  employees  of  the  Ottoman  government ; 
some  of  them  high  in  rank  ;  but  they  have  all  become  such  in  Europe. 

"  If  I  am  not  detaining  you  too  long,  I  would  add  that  I  hav^  been 
led  to  make  a  particular  study  of  the  principles  of  some  of  the  various 
Dervish  sects  existing  in  the  East,  in  the  hope  of  finding  an  affinity  to 
Freemasonry.  These  differ  but  little  from  each  other,  except  in  the 
forms  of  their  worship ;  and  I  have  not  found  any  trace  whatever  of 
that  benevolence  and  charity  to  others,  which  characterizes  and  orna- 
ments our  fraternal  Order.  I  believe,  from  all  I  have  learned,  that  all 
the  Dervish  sects  are  strictly  Mussulmen,  with  no  other  object  in  view 
than  the  observance  of  some  particular  form  of  worship,  under  the 
direction  of  a  Sheick,  or  Master ;  and  that  their  principles  are  in  all 
cases  Iskm,  either  cheyee  or  sunnee  (mostly  the  former,)  and  that  as  I 
have  just  said,  benevolence  to  others  forms  no  part  of  their  creed. 
One,  perhaps  the  purest  of.  their  sect,  is  the  Jffamsavees,  named  from 
its  founder ;  and,  if  their  principles  are  not  of  a  benevolent  and  charit^ 
able  character,  they  certainly  teach  a  pure,  correct,  and  upright  conduct, 
which  will  command  the  respect  of  any  Masonic  body. 

**  Let  us,  brethren,  ever  be  anunated  by  that  characteristic  feeling  of 
the  most  ancient  Order  of  Freemasoniy — charity  towards  each  other's 
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firalts  and  weaknesBes ;  benerolenoe  towards  the  anhapjrjr,  the  poor,  the 
miserable,  and  the  wretched — ^without  askuig  or  oaring  to  know  the 
cause  of  their  sorrows,  or  whether  they  be  Protestant  or  Catholio,  Ifft- 
homedan  or  Greek,  Armenian  or  Israelite,  bat  simply  because  diey  are 
all  the  children  of  one  common  parent,  the  G.  A.  0.  T.  U." 
(Cheers.) 

After  several  other  toasts  had  been  given  and  cordially  responded  to, 
the  brethren,  after  having  spent  a  very  intelleotnal  evening,  separated 
at  a  late  hour  in  the  morning,  with  the  toast,  "  Happy  have  we  met, 
happy  have  we  been,  and  happy  meet  again." — London  FreemoMon's 
Moffozine. 


INIGO  JONES.* 


Wi  learn  ftom  Anderson's  Constitations  that  this  Grand  Master  of 
England  and  distinguished  architect,  was  bom  near  St.  Paul's,  London, 
1572.  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Ignatias  or  Inigo  Jones,  a  dtiasn  of 
that  city,  and  educated  at  Cambridge.  He  naturally  took  to  the  art  of 
designing,  and  was  first  known  by  his  skiU  in  landscape  painting ;  for 
which  he  was  patronised  by  William  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  at 
whose  expense  he  made  the  tour  of  Italy,  where  he  was  instructed  in 
the  Royal  Art  by  some  of  the  best  ^Usciples  of  the  £unouB  Andrea 
Palladio.  Previous  to  1608,  some  gentlemen  of  fine  taste,  returning 
from  their  travels,  full  of  emulation,  resolved,  if  not  to  excel  the  Italian 
Bevivers,  at  least  to  imitate  them  in  old  Roman  and  Grecian  Architec- 
ture ;  but  as  there  were  in  England  no  vestiges  of  the  Augustan  style, 
these  travellers,  and  especially  Inigo  Jones,  brought  home  pieces  of  old 
columns,  some  curious  drawings  of  the  Italian  Revivers,  and  their 
books  of  architecture.  On  his  return,  Jones  laid  aside  his  pencil,  and 
took  up  the  square,  level  and  plumb,  and  became  the  Vitruvius  Britanr 
nicu$,  the  rival  of  Palkdio  and  of  all  the  Italian  Revivers.  James 
I.,  who  ascended  the  throne  on  the  25th  March,  1608,  wishing  for 
heads  and  hands  for  establishing  the  Augustan  style,  was  glad  to  find 
such  a  subject  as  Inigo  Jones,  whom  he  appointed  his  General  Sur- 
veyor, and  approved  of  as  Grand  Master  of  Enghmd.  He  ordered 
him  to  draw  the  plan  of  a  new  Palace  at  Whitehall ;  and  when  the  old 
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Sonqueting  House  was  palled  down,  the  Sang,  with  Grand  Master 
Jones  and  his  Grand  Wardens  (the  Earl  of  Pemhroke  and  Nioholas 
Stone,  the  soalptor»)  attended  by  many  Brothers  in  doe  forai;  and 
many  eminent  persons,  walked  to  Whitehall  gate  and  leveUed  the 
foot-stone  of  the  new  Banqueting  House  with  three  great  knocks,  load 
huzzas  and  sound  of  trumpets,  and  laid  pieces  of  gold  upon  the  stone 
for  the  Masons  to  drink  to  the  King  and  the  Craft,  A.  D.  1607.  For 
the  want  of  Parliamentary  funds  the  Banqueting  House  only  was 
built,  the  finest  single  room  of  like  extent  onoe  the  days  of  Augustus. 

We  are  further  informed  that  the  best  Craftsmen  from  all  parts  re-' 
sorted  to  Ghuid  Master  Jones,  who  always  allowed  good  wages  and 
seasonable  times  for  instruotion  in  the  Lodges,  which  he  constituted 
with  excellent  By-Laws,  and  made  them  like  the  schools  and  aoademieB 
of  the  designers  of  Italy.  Aooording  to  a  manuscript  burnt  in  1720, 
the  author  of  which  was  Nicholas  Stone,  his  Warden,  he  held  a  Quar- 
terly Communication  of  the  Ghrand  Lodge  of  Masters  and  Wardens, 
and  the  annual  General  Assembly  and  Feast  on  St.  John's  Day,  when 
he  annually  was  ro-chosen,  till  A.  D.  1618,  when  the  aforesaid  William, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  succeeded  him.  Pembroke  appointed  Jones  his 
Deputy  Ghrand  Master.  Jones  continued  to  fill  this  o£Bce  under  Grand 
Masters  Henry  Dangers,  Earl  of  Danby,  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of 
Arundel,  and  Francis  Russel,  Earl  of  Bedford,  when  he  again  became 
Grand  Master.  Our  history  avers  that  he  was  never  out  of  office ;  if 
80,  he  probably  occupied  the  station  of  Grand  Master  until  the  time  of 
his  decease.  At  the  great  age  of  eighty  years,  he  died  in  London,  on 
the  26th  of  June,  1652,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Bonnet's  Church,  at 
Paul's  wharf. 

This  Gband  Master  of  Architects  designed  for  the  Earl  of  Danby 
the  fiimous  beautiful  gate  of  the  Physic  Garden  at  Oxford ;  and  joined 
Grand  Master  Arundel  in  persuading  the  Earl  of  Bedford  to  lay  out 
his  grounds  of  Covent  Garden  in  an  oblong  square,  east  and  west, 
where  he  built  the  regular  Temple  of  St.  Paul,  with  its  admirable 
PortacO;  made  parochial  A.  D.  1635.  He  was  also  employed  by 
Bedford  to  build  the  north  and  east  sides  of  that  square  with  large  and 
lofty  Arcades,  (commonly  called  Piazzas,)  which,  with  the  said  church 
on  the  west  end,  make  a  most  beautiful  prospect  after  the  Italian  or 
ancient  manner.  He  showed  his  great  skill  also  in  designing  the  mag- 
nificent row  of  great  Queen  Street  and  the  west  side  of  Lincoln's-Inn 
Fields,  with  the  beautiful  Lindsey  House,  the  Chirurgeon's  Hall  and 
Theatro,  Shaftsbuiy  House  in  Aldersgate  street,  Southampton  House, 
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Bloomsbory,  (now  [1738]  the  Bnke  of  Bedford's,)  Berkeley  House, 
Piocadilly,  (now  [1738]  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's,  lately  burnt  and 
rebuilt,)  the  accurate  York  Stairs  at  the  Thames,  &c. ;  and  in  the 
country,  Gunnersbury  House,  near  Brentford,  Wilton  House,  WiltBhne, 
Oastle  Abby,  Northamptonshire,  Stoke  Park,  &;c. 

On  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  in  1625,  he  encouraged  the  best 
foreign  Painters,  Sculptors,  Statuaries,  Plaisterers,  &;c.,  but  wanted  no 
foreigners  for  Architecture,  because  none  of  them  equalled  his  own 
Inigo  Jones  and  his  excellent  disciples.  Eang  Charles  U.  founded  a 
Palace  at  Ghreenwich  from  a  design  of  the  great  architect,  which,  in 
1695,  King  William  m.  ordered  to  be  finished  as  a  hospital  for  old 
seamen,  according  to  the  original  architectural  design  of  Jones.  Some 
of  his  best  disciples  met  privately  for  their  mutual  improvement  till  the 
Bestoration,  who  preserved  his  clean  drawing  and  accurate  designs,  and 
after  that  event  they  propagated  his  lofty  style.  These  drawings  and 
designs  were  in  possession  of  the  skilful  architect,  Bichard  Boyle,  Earl 
of  Burlington,  in  the  year  1738. 

This  biographical  sketch  is  all  that  the  histoxy  of  Masonry  by 
Anderson  affords  of  the  life  and  character  of  this  celebrated  individual 
Neither  Preston  nor  Oliver  adds  to  our  knowledge  of  him ;  but  both 
appear  to  have  been  content  to  repeat  the  concise  account  given  by 
their  predecessor  in  Masonic  literature. 

A  rare  work  which  has  recently  come  to  our  notice,  enables  us  to 
see  further  into  the  character  of  Jones,  and  to  estimate  him  better  as 
an  architect,  than  the  means  we  previously  possessed  allowed.  He  was 
a  man  of  genius,  of  great  attainments  and  unrivalled  in  his  day  as  an 
architect  We  find  him  the  intimate  acquuntance,  during  many  years, 
of  the  celebrated  poet,  Ben  Jonson,  and  with  him  connected  in  prepar- 
ing those  peculiar  dramatic  performances  called  Masques,  for  the  court 
and  nobility.  We  find  him  also  the  frequent  companion  of  the  great, 
and  particularly  of  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Earl  of  Arundel,  who, 
it  will  be  remembered,  were  respectively  Grand  Masters  of  Masons  in 
England.  As  is  frequently  the  case  with  men  of  rare  talents,  he 
appears  to  have  been  eccentric  in  his  temper,  which  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  lifo  led  him  into  unfriendly  relations  with  Jonson  and  Pembroke. 
The  former  revenged  himself  with  his  pen  in  the  production  of  two 
or  more  short  satirical  poetical  pieces.  The  indignation  of  Pembroke 
against  his  guardian  friend  found  vent,  on  one  occasion,  at  least,  when 
he  styled  him  "Iniquity  Jones."  Jones  visited  Italy  twice,  in  1603, 
or  about  that  time,  as  stated  by  Anderson,  and  again  nine  or  ten  yean 
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later.  The  fi>Uowbg  are  extracts  from  the  work  mentioned,  the  title 
of  which  is  "  The  Progresses,  Processions,  and  Magnificent  Festivities, 
of  King  James  the  First,  His  Bojal  Consort,  Family  and  Court,  col- 
lected from  Original  Manuscripts,  Scarce  Pamphlets,  Corporation 
Beoords,  Parochial  Registers,  &c.  &c.,  comprising  Forty  Masques  and 
Entertainments ;  Ten  Civic  Pageants ;  Numerous  original  letters ;  And 
annotated  Ibts  of  the  Peers,  Baronets,  and  Eiiights,  who  received  there 
honours  during  the  reign  of  Eong  James.  Dlustrated  with  notes. 
Historical,  Topographical,  Biographical  and  Bibliographical.  ^By  John 
Nichols,  London,  1828." 

Vol.  1,  p.  305.  Jonson  and  Jones  prepared  together  the  Masque 
of  Blackness,  performed  on  Twelfth  day  in  1606,  **  After  this,  Ben 
Jonson  and  Inigo  Jones  were  the  constant  associated  Writer  and 
Derigner." 

Vol.  1,  p.  658.  From  an  account  of  the  Eong  and  Queen's  Enter- 
tainment at  the  University  at  Oxford,  in  1605,  we  read — "  For  the 
better  contriving  and  finishing  of  the  stages,  seats  and  scafilblds  in  St 
Marie's  and  Christ  Church,  they  entertained  two  of  his  Majestie's 
Master  Carpenters,  and  they  had  the  advice  of  the  Comptroller  of  his 
Works.  They  also  hired  one  Mr.  Jones^  a  great  Traveller,  who  un- 
dertook to  further  them  much,  and  furnished  them  with  rare  devices, 
but  performed  very  little  to  that  which  was  expected.  He  had  for  his 
pams,  as  I  heard  it  constantly  reported,  £50." 

Note.    '*  This  was  the  celebrated  Inigo  Jones,  whose  talents  recom- 
mended him  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  or,  as  some  say,  to  William,  Earl 
of  Pembroke.     It  is  certain,  however,  that  at  the  expense  of  one  or 
other  of  these  Lords,  he  travelled  over  Italy,  and  the  politer  parts  of 
Europe ;   saw  whatever  was  recommended  by  its  antiquity  or  value ; 
and  firom  these  plans  formed  his  own  observations,  which,  upon  his 
return  home,  he  perfected  by  study.     He  was  no  sooner  in  Eome,  says 
Walpole,  than  he  found  himself  in  his  sphere,  and  acquired  so  much 
reputation,  that  Christian  IV.,  King  of  Denmark,  sent  for  him  firom 
Yenice,  which  was  the  chief  place  of  his  residence,  and  where  he  had 
studied  the  works  of  Palladio,  and  made  him  his  arohitect,  but  on 
what  building?  he  was  employed  in  that  country,  we  are  yet  to  learn. 
He  had  been  some  time  possessed  of  this  honorable  post,  when  that 
Prince's  Sister  Anne,  the  Royal  Consort  of  Kinff  James,  arrived  in 
England ;  and  Inigo  Jones,  being  decdrous  to  re-visit  his  native  country, 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning  home,  with  recommendations  from 
the  Eang  of  Denmark.     The  magnificence  of  James'  Beign,  in  dress, 
buildings,  &c.,  furnishing  Jones  with  an  opportunity  of  exercising  his 
talents,  which  ultimately  proved  an  honor  to  his  oountiy.     Mr.  Seward 
says,  we  know  not  upon  what  authority,  that  the  first  work  be  executed 
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after  lib  return  from  Italy,  was  the  deooration  of  the  inside  of  the 
Church  of  St.  Catharine  Cree,  Leadenhall  street  We  know,  however, 
that  the  Queen  appointed  him  her  Architect,  presently  after  his  arrival ; 
that  he  assisted  Ben  Jonson  in  preparing  the  '  Masque  of  Blackness,' 
Jan.  6,  1604-5 ;  that  he  was  employed  at  Oxford,  (as  stated  above) 
in  August,  1605 ;  and  that  he  was  soon  taken,  as  an  Architect,  into  the 
service  of  Prince  Heniy,  under  whom  he  discharged  his  trust  with  so 
much  fidelity  and  judgment,  that  the  King  gave  him  the  reversion  of 
the  place  of  Surveyor-general  of  his  Majesty's  works." 

Vol.  2,  page  23.  Of  Ben  Jonson's  Masque  of  Hymen  it  is  said : 
"  The  design  and  art  of  all  which,  together  with  the  device  of  their  habits, 
belong  properly  to  the  merit  and  reputation  of  Master  Inigo  Jones, 
whom  I  take  modest  occasion,  in  this  fit  place,  to  remember,  lest  his 
own  worth  might  accuse  me  of  an  ignorant  neglect  from  my  silence." 

Note,  "  In  Mr.  D'Israeli's  Essay  on  '  Court  Masques,'  are  some 
ingenious  remarks  on  the  particular  Masque  now  before  us,  in  which  he 
observes,  that,  as  no  Masque-writer  equalled  Johnson,  so  no  Machinist 
rivalled  Ini^  Jones ;  I  have  sometimes  caught  a  groan  from  some 
unfortunate  Poet,  whose  brightest  frmcies  were  spoUt  by  the  bun^ng 
Machinist." 

Vol.  2,  p.  33.  In  relation  to  the  Masque  of  Hymen  a  writer  says: 
"  Both  Inigo,  Ben,  and  the  Aotors,  men  and  women,  did  their  parts  with 
great  commendation." 

Vol.  2,  page  155.  *'  October  12, 1607,"  says  Camden  in  his  annals, 
"  the  Banqueting-house  at  Whitehall  is  new  built"  On  this  sabjeot 
Howes  writes  as  foUows :  '*  The  last  yeare  the  Eling  pulled  downe  the 
old,  rotten,  sleight-builded  Banqueting-house  at  Whitehall,  and  new 
builded  this  yeare  veiy  strong  and  statelie,  being  eveiy  way  larger 
then  the  first  There  were  also  many  fiiire  lodgings  new  builded  and 
encreased." 

Note,  same  page.  '*  In  the  time  of  James  I.,  Whitehall  was  in  a 
most  ruinous  state.  He  detennined  to  rebuild  it  in  a  veiy  prinoelv 
manner,  and  worthy  of  the  residence  of  the  Monarchs  of  the  Britiso 
Empire.  He  began  bv  pullins  down  the  Banqueting-rooms  built  by 
Elizabeth.  That  which  Dears  ttie  name  at  present  was  begun  in  1619, 
fh>m  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones,  in  his  purest  manner ;  and  executed  by 
Nicholas  Stone,  Master  Mason,  and  Architect  to  the  King ;  it  was 
finished  in  two  years,  and  cost  seventeen  thousand  pounds,  but  was  only 
a  small  part  of  a  vast  plan,  left  unexecuted  by  reason  of  the  unhappy 
times  which  succeeded.  Little  did  James  think  that  he  was  erecting  a 
pile  from  which  his  Son  was  to  step  from  the  throne  to  the  sbafibld.  An 
extract  from  Walpole  will  show  the  small  pay  of  this  great  Architect : 
'  To  Inigo  Jones,  Surveyor  of  the  King^s  Worics,  done  about  the 
King's  houses,  8<.  Ad.  per  dtem,  and  «C46  per  ann.  for  house-rent^  a 
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derkt  and  other  meidental  ezMnsee.'  The  Earl  of  Pembidce'B  MS. 
Notes,  in  hia  copy  of  Jones  Stonehenge,  tell  a  different  stoiy.  His 
Lordship  afiKrmsttiAt  "  Iniquity  Jones,"  as  he  terms  him,  had  £16,000 
a  year  ror  keeping  the  King's  houses  in  repair.  It  is  probable  that  some 
disagreement  had  arisen  between  the  Earl  and  the  Architect,  when  the 
latter  was  employed  at  Wilton.  See  Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Paintaag, 
vol.  2,  p.  271." 

Vol.  2,  p.  185.  1608.  Masque  at  Lord  Hadington's  Marriage. 
"  The  devioe  and  act  of  the  scene  Master  Inigo  Jones',  with  addition 
of  the  Trophies." 

Vol.  2,  p.  217.  Ben  Jonson  says  of  Masque  of  Queens,  1609, 
''  The  devioe  of  these  [witches]  attire  was  Master  Jones',  with  the 
invention  and  architecture  of  the  whole  scene  and  machine.  Only  I 
preeeribed  them  their  properties  of  vipers,  snakes,  bones,  herbs,  roots, 
and  other  ensigns  of  their  magic,  out  of  the  authority  of  ancient  and 
late  Writers,  wherein  the  fiiults  are  mine,  if  there  be  any  found ;  and 
fi»  that  cause  I  confess  them." 

Note.  '*  Jones  is  not  aeain  mentioned  by  Jonson  till  1623;  he 
studied  many  years  in  Italy. 

Jonson  writes  further  of  the  Masque  of  Queens ;  Vol,  2,  p.  253. 
"  There  rests  only  that  we  give  the  description  we  promised  of  the 
Scene,  which  was  the  house  of  Fame.  The  structure  and  ornament  of 
whieh  (as  is  profest  before)  are  entirely  Master  Jones'  invention  and 
design.  First,  for  the  lower  columns,  he  chose  the  statues  of  the 
most  excellent  Poets,  as  Homer,  Virgil,  Lucan,  &;e.,  as  being  the  sub- 
stantial supporters  of  Fame.  For  the  upper,  AchiUes,  .Mieas,  Caesar, 
and  those  great  Heroes,  which  these  Poets  had  celebrated.  All  which 
stood  as  in  massy  gold.  Between  the  pillars,  underneath,  were  figured 
land  battles,  sea-fights,  triumphs^  loves,  sacrifices,  and  all  magnificent 
subjects  of  honor,  in  brass,  and  heightened  with  silver.  In  which  he 
profest  to  follow  that  noble  description  made  by  Chaucer  of  that  place. 
Above  were  sited  the  Masquers,  over  whose  heads  he  devised  two  emi- 
nent figures  of  Honor  and  Virtue  for  the  areh.  The  firiezes,  both  below 
and  above,  were  filled  with  several-coloured  lights,  like  emeralds,  rubies, 
sapphires,  carbuncles,  &o.,  the  refiex  of  which,  with  our  lights,  placed 
in  Uie  concave,  upon  the  Masques'  habits,  was  full  of  glory.  These 
habits  had  in  them  the  excellency  of  all  devices  and  riches ;  and  were 
worthily  varied,  by  his  invention,  to  the  nations  whereof  they  were 
Queens.  Nor  are  these  alone  his  due ;  but  divers  other  accessions  to 
the  strangeness  and  beauty  of  the  spectacle ;  as  the  hell,  the  going 
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about  of  ihe  chariots,  and  binding  the  Witches,  the  taming  machine, 
with  the  presentation  of  Fame,  all  which  I  willingly  acknowledge  for 
him ;  since  it  is  a  virtue  planted  in  good  natures,  that,  what  respects 
they  wish  to  obtain  fruitfully  from  others,  they  will  give  ingenuously 
themselves." 

Note.  '*  A  man  of  greater  liberality  than  Jonson,  probably  never 
existed.  He  speaks  of  his  Associates,  not  only  with  candor,  but  with 
a  warmth  of  praise,  and  even  of  a£fection,  that  cannot  be  surpassed. 
To  Inigo  Jones  he  shows  peculiar  kindness ;  he  frequently  goes  out  of 
his  way,  and  enlarges  upon  the  machinexy  of  his  Masques,  with  an 
evident  view  to  recommend  him  to  the  notice  of  the  Court.  And  his 
return  for  all  this,  is — to  be  taxed  *  detraction'  on  all  occasions,  and  to 
have  his  name  held  up  by  his  commentators  on  our  old  dramatists,  as 
synonymous  with  envy,  and  every  hatefrd  and  malignant  passion.  Two- 
and-twenty  years,  indeed,  after  this  period,  Jonson  and  Jones  foU  at 
variance,  and  the  former,  who  was  then  bed-ridden,  wrote  a  series  of 
verses  against  the  latter,  more  remarkable  for  caustic  wit  than  poetry. 
But  what  is  there  in  the  character  of  Jones  to  induce  any  candid  mind 
to  believe  that  the  satire  was  entirely  unprovoked  on  his  part,  or  that 
the  veteran  bard  was  not  well-founded  in  some  part  of  his  complaint? 
IniffO  was  at  least  as  captious  as  Ben  was  warm,  and  there  were  fiiults 
probably  on  both  sides.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  but  jusdoe  to  give  the 
Poet  credit  for  the  frankness  with  which  he  here  compliments  hu  Assis- 
tants in  the  Scene." 

Vol.  2,  p.  348.  In  "The  Queen's  Wake,"  devised  by  Samuel 
Daniel,  celebrated  at  Whitehall  5th  June,  1610,  the  Poet  says :  "But 
in  these  things  wherein  the  onely  lifo  consists  in  shew,  the  arte  and 
invention  of  the  Architect  gives  the  greatest  grace,  and  is  of  most  im- 
portance ;  ours  the  least  part,  and  of  least  note  in  the  time  of  perform- 
ance thereof ;  and  therefore  have  I  interserted  the  description  of  the 
artificial  part,  which  onely  speakes  Master  Inigo  Jones." 

Note,     "  Jones  was  not  yet  gone  abroad." 

Vol.  2,  p.  460.  Of  the  Ascot  House  in  Wing,  Bucks,  it  is  said : 
"the  mansion  had  a  noble  apartment  built  by  Inigo  Jones ;  but  was 
suffered  to  go  to  decay  after  1720,  and  has  been  many  years  puUed 
down.' 

Vol.  2,  p.  558.  Note,  "  Inigo  Jones  was  also  employed  in  the 
Masque  of  the  Middle  Temple  and  Lincoln's  Inn.  Tnus  it  appears 
that  he  had  not  yet  left  this  country ;  but  he  did  soon  after  this,  if  that 
is  correct  which  is  said  in  his  '  Life' :  '  After  the  death  of  Prince 
Hennr  in  1612,  our  Architect  made  a  second  tour  to  Italy,  and  con- 
tinued there  some  years,  improving  himself  in  his  favourite  art,  till  he 
was  recalled  by  the  death  of  the  Surveyor  General.'     Ben  Jonson  had 


I 


THE   ASHLAR.  861 

already  eone  abroad ;  thus  Mr.  Giflford's  argument  that  the  qoairel 
bet?reen  Jones  and  Jonson  did  not  occor  till  long  after  the  appearanoe  of 
*  Jonson's  Bartholomew  Fair'  in  1614,  is  strengthened,  (if  it  needs 
additional  proof)  bj  the  oertiunty  that  they  were  far  separated  at  that 
period,  and  oonld  not  have  met  fi>r  many  years  after." 

Vol.  3,  p.  280.  1616.  '<  The  speech  of  the  King's  journey  into 
Scotland  continues  still,  though  it  be  said  to  be  somewhat  deferred,  and 
not  to  begin  so  soon  as  was  at  first  intended.  We  hear  they  make  great 
preparations  there  to  be  in  their  best  equipage ;  and  from  hence  many 
things  are  sent,  but  especially  a  pair  of  organs  that  cost  above  £400, 
besides  all  manner  of  furniture  for  a  Chapel,  which  Inigo  Jones  tells  be 
bath  the  charge  of,  with  pictures  of  the  apostles,  Faith,  Hope,  and 
Charity,  and  such  other  religious  representations ;  which  how  welcome 
they  will  be  thither,  GKkL  knows." 

Vol.  8,  p.  268.  1617.  Roger  Townshend,  Esq.,  "built  from  the 
ground  a  stately  mansion  at  Rainham,  from  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones." 

Vol.  8,  p.  344.  1617.  The  Queen  b  building  somewhat  at 
Greenwich,  which  must  be  finished  this  summer.  It  is  said  to  be  some 
curious  device  of  Inigo  Jones,  and  will  cost  about  £4000.  But  he 
bath  another  model  or  platform  for  a  new  Star-chamber,  which  the  King 
would  frdn  have  done  if  we  could  find  money. 

Vol.  3,  p.  493.  1618.  "  The  Earl  of  Arundel  [Grand  Master  in 
1638]  with  Inigo  Jones  the  Surveyor,  made  a  step  from  Theobalds  to 
Ware  Park,  where  they  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  grapes  and 
peaches,  that  ever  since  their  being  there  the  King  hath  sent  duly  twice 
a  week  for  that  kind  of  provision,  which  is  sent  with  all  readiness,  and 
will  ever  be  taken  with  a  favour,  xmless  perhaps  some  others  hereafter 
may,  under  that  title,  make  a  custom." 

Vol.  8,  p.  522.  *•  Upon  Tuesday  the  12th  January  [1619]  the 
fiftire  Banqueting-house  at  Whitehall  was  upon  the  soddaine  all  flaming 
a  fire  from  end  to  end  and  side  to  side,  before  it  was  discerned,"  &c. 

Note.  "  This  Banqueting-house  waa  one  which  had  been  built  in 
1607,  see  vol.  2,  p.  155 ;  but  the  notes  in  that  page  belong  to  the 
building  erected  after  the  fire  here  recorded,  and  which  is  still  standmg, 
the  gloiy  of  Inigo  Jones." — Camden's  Annab. 

Vol.  4,  p.  613.  1620.  Note.  "  Charlton  House,  which  is  still  a 
principal  seat  of  this  branch  [Sir  Thomas  Howard]  of  the  great  house 
of  Howard,  was  inherited  by  the  first  Earl  of  Berkshire  from  his 
mother,  the  coheiress  of  Sir  Henry  Knevitt.  The  oldest  part  of  the 
present  mansion  was  built  by  Sir  Heniy,  and  the  western  front,  which 
is  a  pleasing  specimen  of  the  architecture  of  the  period,  is  said  to  have 
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been  an  early  prodnotion  of  Inigo  Jones,  before  he  had  studied  the 
works  of  Palladio.  The  eastern  front,  however,  with  the  principal  ptrt 
of  the  house,  was  erected  by  Henry,  Earl  of  Sofiblk  and  Berkshire, 
who  was  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Northern  Department,  and  died  in 
1779.  The  whole  forms  a  large  freestone  pile,  which  formerly  had  a 
*  quadrangular  court  in  the  centre,  but  this  has  been  covered  with  a 
roof  ana  dome,  and  converted  into  a  magnificent  saloon.  A  gaUeiy, 
124  feet  long,  extends  the  whole  length  of  the  house.  Among  several 
fine  pictures,  and  many  interesting  fiimily  portraits,  is  an  excellent 
half-length  of  the  first  Earl  of  6uffi>lk,"  &c. 

VoL  4,  p.  614.  1620.  *'  A  fow  days  after,  the  Ejng  appears  to 
have  visited  Stonehenge,  either  on  his  way  to  "Viniton,  the  seat  of 
William,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  or  whilst  he  was  staying  there.  This  gave 
rise  to  the  Essay  on  Stonehenge  by  Inigo  Jones,  as  that  great  Archi- 
tect, but  very  indifferent  Antiquary  (at  least  in  this  matter,)  himself 
mentions.  '  King  James,'  says  he,  '  in  his  Progresse  the  year  one- 
thousandnsix-hundred-and-twenty,  being  at  Wilton,  and  discoursing  of 
this  Antiquity,  I  was  sent  for  by  the  right  honouraUe  TOiiam  then 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  received  his  Majestie's  commands  to  produce, 
out  of  mine  own  practise  in  Architecture  and  experience  in  Antiquities 
abroad,  what  positively  I  could  discover  concerning  this  of  Stoneheng.' " 

Note.  "  In  obedience  to  this  command,  Jones  presently  set  about 
the  work ;  and  having  with  no  little  pains  and  expence,  taken  an  exact 
measurement  of  the  whole,  and  diligently  searched  tho  foundation,  in 
order  to  find  out  the  original  form  and  aspect,  he  proceeded  to  compare 
it  with  other  antique  buildings  which  he  had  any  where  seen.  After 
much  reasoning,  and  a  long  series  of  authorities,  his  head  being  full  of 
Borne,  and  Boman  edifices  and  precedents,  he  concluded  that  this  stu- 
pendous pile  must  have  been  original]^  a  Boman  temple,  dedicated  to 
Goelus,  the  senior  of  the  Heathen  Oods,  and  built  after  the  Tuscan 
Order ;  that  it  was  built  when  the  Bomans  flourished  in  peace  and 
prosperity  in  Britain,  and,  probably,  betwixt  the  time  of  Agrioola's 
government  and  the  reign  of  Constantino  the  Great.  This  account  he 
presented  to  his  Boyal  Master  in  the  same  year,  1620,  but  it  was  not 
printed  till  1656,  when  it  was  published  by  his  discide  Webb,  under 
the  title  of  *  The  most  notable  Antiquity  of  Great  Britain,  vulgarly 
called  Stoneheng  on  Salisbury  Plain,  Bestored  by  Inigo  Jones,  Esquire, 
Architect  Grenendl  to  the  late  King. '  It  is  a  small  win  folio,  dedicated 
to  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery." 

Vol.  4,  p.  738.  1622.  One  of  the  eharaoters  in  ''  Ben  Jonson's 
Masque  of  Augurs,"  called  '"Notch,"  thus  refers  to  Jonson  and 
Jones :  *'  No  more  of  that ;  what  I  have  been,  I  have  been ;  what  I 
am,  I  am.  I,  Peter  Notch,  Clerk,  hearing  the  Christmas  invention, 
was  drawn  dry  at  Court,  and  that  neither  the  King's  Poet  nor  his 
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Arohiteot  had  wherewithal  left  to  enterUun  so  mnob  aa  a  baboon  of 
quality,"  &o. 

Vol.  4,  p.  778.  1622.  *<  The  purchase  of  Newhall  is  accounted  a 
great  bargun,  when  for  £20,000  there  is  £1200  land  a  year,  besides 
the  Talae  of  £4000  or  £5000  in  wood ;  b,  house  that  cost  £14,000  in 
Imilding,  which  is  now  altering  and  translating,  according  to  the  modem 
fashion,  by  the  direction  of  Inigo  Jones  the  King^s  Surveyor." 

Vol.  4,  p.  785.  1628.  Upon  Sonday,  being  the  19th  of  January, 
says  Sir  John  AflUey,  Master  of  the  Bevels,  the  Prince's  Masque  ap- 
pointed for  Twelfo  daye,  was  performed,  the  speeches  and  songs  com- 
posed by  Mr.  Ben  Jonson,  and  the  scene  made  by  Mr.  Inigo  Jones, 
which  was  three  times  changed  during  the  tyme  of  the  Masque, 
wherein  the  first  that  was  discovered  was  a  prospective  of  Whitehall, 
with  the  Banqueting-house ;  the  second  was  the  Masquers  in  a  cloud ; 
and  the  third  a  forest." 

Vol.  4,  p.  802.  1623.  Eeferring  to  the  "  Masque  of  Time  Vindi- 
cated," a  writer  says,  "  The  French  and  Venetian  Ambassadors  were 
present,. and  they  say  it  was  performed  reasonably  well,  both  for  the 
device  and  for  the  handsome  conveyance  and  variety  of  the  scenes, 
whereof  Inigo  Jones  hath  the  whole  recommendation." 

VoL  4,  p.  878.  1628.  A  contemporary  of  Jones  writes  14th  June : 
"  On  Whitmonday  the  Duke  of  Bichmond,  Lord  Treasurer  [Middlesex] 
the  Marquess  of  Hamilton,  Lord  Chamberlain  [Pembroke],  Lord 
Marshall  [Arundel],  Lord  of  Carlisle,  Lord  of  Belfast,  and  Mr. 
Treasurer  [Sir  Thomas  Edmonds],  took  their  journey  toward  South- 
ampton to  take  order  for  the  reception  of  the  Infuita,  when  she  shall 
arrive,  for  lodging  her  and  her  Train ;  for  mending  tiie  high  ways,  and 
for  Shews  and  Pageants,  to  which  purpose  Inigo  Jones  and  Allen  the 
old  Player  [The  Founder  of  Dulwich  CoUege]  went  along  with  them, 
who  alone  with  two  or  three  Harbengers,  or  such  ofBicers,  might  have 
perf(»rmed  all  this  as  well  as  of  many  Privy-counsellors,  but  that  we  must 
shew  how  diligent  and  obsequious  we  are  in  any  thing  that  concerns  her." 

Vol.  4,  p.  987.  •*  Pan's  Anniversary,  or  the  Shepherds'  Holyday. 
As  it  was  presented  at  Court  before  King  James,  1624.  The  Inven* 
tors:  Inigo  Jones;  Ben  Jonson." 

VoL  4,  p.  1049.  ''  The  great  Funeral  [of  King  James]  was  on 
the  7th  of  this  month,  [May,  1626,]  the  greatest  indeed  that  ever  was 
known  in  England,  there  being  blacks  distributed  for  above  9000  persons, 
the  hearse  likewise  being  the  &irest  and  best  Cushioned  that  hath  been 
seen,  wherein  Inigo  Jones  the  Surveyor  did  his  part." 
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We  sabjoin  one  of  the  poetical  pieces  we  have  referred  to,  wbioh  is 
taken  from  "  The  works  of  Ben  Jonson,  by  W.  GnSord,  Esq." 

TO  ▲  rSIBND. 

An  Epigram  of  Imgo  Jona, 

Sir  Inigo  doth  fear  it,  aa  I  hear, 
And  labours  to  seem  worthy  of  this  fear ; 
That  I  should  write  upon  falm  some  sharp  Terse, 
Able  to  eat  into  his  bones,  and  pierce 
The  marrow.    Wretch !    I  qnit  thee  of  thy  pain, 
Thon'rt  too  ambitions,  and  dost  fear  in  vain : 
^  The  Lybian  lion  hunts  no  butterflies ; 

He  makes  the  camel  and  dull  ass  his  priae. 
If  thou  be  so  desirous  to  be  read, 
Seek  out  some  hungry  painter,  that,  for  bread, 
With  rotten  chalk  or  coal,  upon  the  wall. 
Will  well  design  thee  to  be  Tiew'd  of  all. 
That  sit  upon  the  common  draught  or  strand ; 
Thy  forehead  is  too  narrow  for  my  brand. 


AN    OLD    BBOTHEB'S    8T0BT.* 

▲H  INOIDEHT  IH  ▲  MASOX'S  LIFB. 


3Ba  t('  Buitor. 
"I  teU  thM  ft  t»l0,  M  >twM  told  to  BM." 

Wi  have  an  old  friend  who  is  given  to  the  habit  of ' '  spinning  yams," 
in  sailor's  phrase,  but  in  plain  shore  English,  of  detailing  incidents  of 
the  past,  and  especially  of  snch  as  he  was  a  personal  actor  in.  We  are 
fend,  too,  of  listening  to  the  kind  old  brother,  (he  has  been  an  aethe 
Mason  fer  some  ferty  years,)  fer  he  always  contriyes  to  make  his  storieB 
interesting,— some  narrative  of  personal  adventure  or  thrilling  incndent, 
that  secures  attention,  and  amuses,  if  it  does  not  instruct  When  this 
good  brother  can  catch  us  idling  (which  is  not  very  often,)  or  resting 
from  toil  and  thought  and  care,  he  is  sure  to  get  us  interested  in  one  of 
his  ''  yams,"  and  beguiles  us  of  an  hour  before  we  are  awaie  of  it 
We  have  often  thought  of  "  penning,"  and  then  printing,  some  of  his 
pleasant  reminiscences  for  the  amusement  of  our  readers ;  and  now, 
having  a  quiet  evening  in  March  to  while  away,  proceed  to  report  one 
almost  verbatim.  We  do  it  with  the  more  pleasure,  as  Masons  were 
involved  in  it,  and  masonic  principle  and  duty,  no  doubt,  hastened  the 

•  From  the  CindTmatt  Betiew. 
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denouement.  It  may  not  all  be  rehearsed  striody  as  it  oocnrred — some 
allowance  must  be  made  fi>r  the  memoiy  of  an  old  man — ^bnt  the  sub' 
etantiaU  of  the  inddent  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt.  Our  readers 
shall  have  it  as  it  was  given  to  ns,  and  majf  be  interested  in  it  as  we 
were.     They  must  imagine  they  hear  him  : 

It  was  years  ago  Ihat  the  inddent  ooeurred  whieh  I  am  about  to 
relate.  The  parties  to  it  are  now  all,  I  believe,  in  the  grave — save  one, 
but  I  shall  conceal  names  and  places  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  giving 
pain  even  to  distant  relatives.  The  secret  was  with  me  and  the  actors 
only ;  none  others  ever  knew  of  the  transaction,  and  it  can  do  no  harm 
to  tell  it  now.  A  Mason  redeeming  all  his  self-imposed  pledges,  under 
all  circumstances,  and  at  every  hazard,  is  a  true  and  noble  man,  whether 
he  be  found  in  rags  or  royalty — ^in  the  saloons  of  wealth  and  fashion,  or 
in  die  walks  of  toil  and  penury.  I  tell  the  story  as  an  incident  occurring 
in  my  early  life,  and  as  an  example  fer  others.  The  names  I  give  of 
persons  and  places  are  all  fictitious — ^for  ob^ous  reasons. 

Mr.  Momington  was  a  Mason  in  middle  life,  poor,  virtuous,  intelli- 
gent and  honored.  He  had  married  early  a  most  estimable  woman,  and 
a  large  family  blessed  their  union.  He  resided  in  the  country  on  a 
small  ferm — ^his  own,  and  by  unwearied  toil,  with  the  low  price  for 
produce  realized  in  those  early  days  of  the  West,  he  was  only  able  to 
provide  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  nuse  his  fiunily  in  habits  of  rigid 
economy.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  devoted  husband,  a  kind  &ther,  and 
— a  zealous  Freemason.  He  was  a  &vorite  in  the  Lodge,  and  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community  for  his  strict  integrity  of  character,  and  the 
genial  kindness  of  his  nature.  His  wife  was  a  beautiful  and  intdligent 
woman,  living  fer  her  husband  and  children,  and  illustrating  in  her  life 
the  purity  and  excellence  of  a  religion  that  seemed  bom  of  heaven  and 
'attracting  thither. 

The  eldest  child  was  a  daughter — Jennie,  an  innocent,  confiding 
sweet  girl,  who  grew  up  to  womanhood  in  the  quiet  of  her  rural  home, 
unconscious  of  the  dangers  which  beset  the  path  of  innocence  and  beauty, 
and  of  the  snares  which  too  often  allure  but  to  destroy.  Her  parents 
poured  upon  her  a  wealth  of  love,  which  was  redprocated  by  a  heart  as 
guileless  and  pure  as  ever  returned  filial  fer  parental  afiection.  Many 
is  the  time  I  have  seen  her  at  the  rustic  church  on  Sundays,  with  her 
calm  blue  eye  reflecting  the  hue  of  heaven  to  which  it  turned  in  serene 
and  quiet  devotion,  and  thought  her — ^akin  to  angels. 

At  eighteen  she  was  sent  to  a  city,  some  ferty  miles  firom  home,  to 
learn  ''  the  art  and  mysteiy"  of  dress-making,  fer  the  double  purpose 
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ef  being  eompetent  to  assbt  in  that  neoessaiy  duty  at  home,  and,  by 
axereiging  the  art  for  others  in  the  neighborhood,  be  able  to  provide  fiv 
herself,  and  in  so  £ir,  relieve  her  parents  of  the  burden  of  a  large  and 
growing  family.  For  a  home,  she  had  been  plaoed  to  board  with  a 
respectable  family  in  the  dty,  with  whom  the  parents  were  aoquainted, 
and  who  they  knew  would  watch  over  her  with  parental  care. 

Jennie  had  been  bat  a  short  time  in  the  city  when  she  was  seen  bj 
one,  who,  beneath  the  exterior  of  a  gentleman,  carried  a  heart  as  base 
aa  ever  corsed  humanity.  By  some  means  he  secured  an  introductioii, 
and  formed  her  acquaintance.  By  all  those  arts  which  the  refined  and 
polished  deceiver  knows  so  weD  how  to  practice,  he  pressed  his  suit, 
professing  the  most  sincere  and  devoted  attachment,  and  proffered  ber 
his  hand  in  marriage.  He  was  a  fine-looking  and  attractive  man,  of 
good  address,  and  apparently  all  that  he  seemed  to  be.  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  the  heart  of  the  simple  and  confiding  girl  was  won,  and  she 
loved  him  with  all  the  wild  and  passionate  vehemence  which  might  be 
expected  from  such  a  nature.  Pure  and  unsuq)ecting  herself,  she 
dreamed  not  of  danger  from  others,  nor  sufqpected  deception  amid  such 
protestations  of  love  and  honor :  she  thought  only  of  fnture  bliss  in  a 
union  with  the  one  of  her  choice ;  while  the  heartless  deceiver  was 
throwmg  around  her  the  fetters  in  which  he  would  fiun  lead  her — to 
ruin. 

The  friends  with  whom  Jennie  boarded,  finally  made  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  suitor,  and  the  result  satisfied  them  that  he  was  not  worthy 
of  her,  nor  one  to  whom  they  would  be  willing  to  confide  the  happiness 
of  a  gentle  and  loving  nature  like  Jennie's.  They  spoke  to  her  on  the 
subject,  warned  her  of  her  danger,  and  urged  her  to  discard  and  fin^ 
him  ere  it  was  too  late.  Pity  they  had  not  done  it  sooner ;  the  heaii 
of  the  guileless  girl  was  now  too  fully  won,  to  be  easily  torn  away  from 
the  object  of  its  idolatry.  She  could  not  see  her  danger,  nor  believe 
the  rumors  that  were  so  blasting  to  the  character  of  him,  to  whom  she 
clung,  as  the  heart  of  woman  will  ding  to  the  man  who  has  fully  vroa 
it  She  only  loved  him  the  more,  because  of  what  she  deemed  unjust 
imputations  upon  his  name  and  honor,  and  with  a  fondness  known  only 
to  a  confiding  and  sinless  heart  like  hen. 

As  a  last  resort,  being  fully  convinced  of  his  unworthiness,  her  friends 
peremptorily  forbade  him  to  visit  the  house— for  they  began  seriously 
to  fear  for  the  consequences,  and  informed  her,  that  unless  she  discarded 
him  at  once,  they  would  write  to  her  parents  to  come  and  relieve  them 
of  responsibility  by  the  interposition  of  parental  authority.    She  finally 
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appeajred  to  yield  to  their  moiiHioii0---bat  it  WEB  onJymappeaniiioe.  She 
met  bet  avowed  lover  bj  stealth,  and  the  interviews  were  the  sweeter 
for  being  stolen.  He  finally  proposed  to  take  her  to  the  dty  of  L  , 
and  there  at  onoe  oooBmnmato  their  marriage,  trusting  to  parental  fi>r- 
^veness  afterwards.  She  heard,  with  many  mis^vings  at  first,  bat  finally 
yielded  to  the  persoasions  of  the  tempter.  It  was  arranged  that  she 
should  meet  him  on  the  steamer  at  a  given  time,  and  on  their  arrival  in 
L  ,  the  next  day,  they  should  immediately  be  married.  It  was  a 
ftarfbl  stop  she  was  taking,  bat  her  confidence  in  him  to  whom  she  had 
eoramitted  her  destiny  was  strong  and  unshaken.  They  accordingly 
met,  as  by  appointment,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  steamer  was  on  her 
way, — and  there  were  no  telegraphs  or  railroads  in  those  days.  The 
deceiver  now  felt  sure  of  his  prey,  fer  the  vio^  seemed  securely  in  his 
tmls, — ** as  a  lamb  goeth  to  the  slaughter ;"  but  there  is  an  "all- 
seeing  eye"  that  ever  watohes  firom  above,  and  not  even  a  fidling  sparrow 
escapes  its  notice.  An  "  invisible  shield"  was  around  the  innocent; 
an  avenger  was  abroad,  and  the  base  ingrate  was  ere  long  to  confront 
an  eye,  beneath  whose  glance  he  should  quail  and  cower :  an  uplifted 
hand  mtajutt  there, — a  hand  that  never  feared  nor  hesitated  to  strike 
when  light  and  justice  urged  the  blow,  and  confiding  innocence  was  to 
be  saved  and  sheltered. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Momington's  quiet  home,  lived  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Welton,  and  a  member  of  the  same  Lodge  with  Mr.  M.  He 
was  a  rough  man,  both  in  body  and  manners,  but  his  heart  was  as 
honest  and  true  as  ever  throbbed  in  human  bosom.  He  was  some  years 
the  junior  of  Mr.  Momington ;  but,  residing  near  him,  and  meeting  often 
in  the  Lodge,  he  had  become  devotedly  attached  to  him.  Mr.  Welton 
had  a  wife  and  two  or  three  children,  and  the  femilies  were  as  intimate 
as  the  respective  heads,  and  they  were-— ^^A^r^,  in  the  truest  sense  of 
that  word.  Mr.  Welton  was  a  man  of  powerflEd  firame  and  heroic 
courage.  He  had  fer  some  years  been  trading  to  New  Orleans,  and 
bad  necessarily  mingled  much  in  the  rough  society  so  common  at  that 
day  on  the  Western  rivers ;  yet  he  was  a  quiet  man,  harmless  and 
peaceable  as  a  child,  and  his  integrity  and  hcmor  had  remained  unsul* 
lied.  I  said  he  was  peaceable,— -he  was  proverbially  so,  but  it  wot 
dangerous  to  route  kim.  Used  as  he  was  to  a  rough  and  stormy  life  in 
his  vocation,  he  scorned  a  mean  act,  and  his  fiiendship  was — unto  the 
death.  He  never  forsook  a  friend,  nor  hesiteted  when  that  friend  was 
in  danger ;  and  he  feared  no  enemy.  His  conciliating  spirit,  his  noble 
tme-heartedness,  his  caution  and  prudence,  together  with  his  fearlessneas 
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and  great  phyaoal  strengih,  had  earned  him  safe  through  the  dangerous 
aasooiationa  of  river  life,  and  eecored  him  a  host  of  friends  wherever  he 
was  known. 

Mr.  Welton  had  known  Jennie  Momington  from  in&nqy.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  his  most  intimate  and  cherished  friend — and  brother ; 
she  had  been  his  ''  pet "  in  childhood,  and,  growing  np  under  his  ^e, 
fiuniliar  in  his  fiunilj  as  one  of  his  own  household,  she  seemed  to  him 
almost  as  a  younger  sister.  In  addition  to  this,  the  relation  he  bore  to 
her  fiither,  and  the  feelings  he  entertained  for  her,  made  her  safety  and 
honor  dear  to  him,  and  he  would  have  guarded  both,  as  he  would  were 
she  his  own  child  or  sister,  or  as  he  would  his  own  life. 

At  the  time  of  which  we  write,  Mr.  Welton  had  been  absent  for  some 
months,  on  a  trading  trip  to  the  South,  and  knew  nothing  of  Jennie's 
temporary  residence  in  the  city,  as  we  have  described.  Some  ten  days 
previous  to  her  thoughtless  elopement,  he  had  closed  his  busbess,  and 
in  company  with  a  friend,  was  about  to  take  passage  home.  A  fevorite 
steamer  was  on  the  wharf,  ready  to  depart,  and  the  friends  agreed  to 
secure  berths  on  her.  On  the  very  day  when  the  steamer  was  to  leave, 
Mr.  Welton  suddenly  changed  his  mind,  and  determined  to  go  on  a 
different  boat  TFAy,  he  could  not  tell ;  but  he  took  a  fancy  to  take 
passage  on  another  boat,  although  it  was  not  reputed  to  be  any  better 
or  fester  vessel  than  the  one  first  selected.  He  urged  his  friend  to  go 
with  him,  but  he  firmly  adhered  to  his  first  choice.  Mr.  Welton  was 
in  the  habit  of  deciding  promptly,  and  rarely  hesitated  or  changed  his 
purpose  when  once  fixed, — ^and  the  friends  parted,  to  reach  "  the  up 
country"  on  different  boats. 

The  two  steamers  left  New  Orleans  at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  run 
of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  miles  they  were  never  more  tiian  ten  miles 
apart ;  but  the  one  on  which  Mr.  Welton  was  a  passenger  arrived  at  the 
city  of  L  ,  about  an  hour  before  her  rival,  but  tiiat  hour  was  of 
great  importance.    The  steamer  on  which  Jennie  and  her  false  lover  had 

come  down  to  L ,  had  landed  at  the  wharf  but  9k  few  mimUes  before 

that  on  which  Mr.  W.  had  come  up  the  river  reached  the  same  place. 
She  was  to  start  in  the  evening  on  her  return  trip,  and  Mr.  Welton  at 
once  determined  to  secure  a  berth  on  her  for  himself.  As  he  neaied 
the  boat,  he  saw  a  carriage  drive  away  from  her  quite  rapidly,  and  as 
he  passed  it,  he  caught  sight  of  a  lady's  fece  within  it  that  reminded  him 
of  the  daughter  of  his  friend.  He  went  on  board,  but  the  memory  of 
that  passing  glance  haunted  him.  "  Could  it  be  Jennie  ?  But  what 
could  she  be  doing  there— and  why  ?"    He  secured  his  berth,  placed 
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1u8  baggage  in  his  atate-room,  and  walked  oat  on  the  guards.  He  was 
Qneasy ;  thoughts,  troabled  and  anxious,  were  passing  through  his  mmd, 
and  he  finally  came  to  the  conolusion  that  it  wcu  Jennie,  and  that  some- 
thing was  wrong.  He  determmed,  therefore,  to  go  out  in  search  of  her, 
nor  cease  his  efforts  until  his  anxietj  was  remoyed. 

With  his  usual  promptness  he  sprang  ashore,  and  walked  rapidly  up 
into  the  town,  feeling  assured  he  would  know  the  carriage  again,  should 
he  see  it,  or  he  might  gain  information  at  the  hotels.     Beaching  the 

main  street,  in  the  yioinity  of  the Hotel,  he  was  about  to  enter, 

iriien,  on  looking  down  the  street,  he  saw,  as  he  belieyed,  the  same 
oairiage  coming  towards  him.  On  its  arriyal  at  the  comer  opposite 
where  he  stood,  he  approached  the  driyer,  and  inquired  if  he  had  not 

just  driyen  a  lady  and  gentleman  from  the  steamer ?    On  re- 

oeiyiog  an  affirmatiye  answer,  he  inquired  where  he  had  set  them  down. 
On  being  informed,  a  deadly  paUor  spread  oyer  hiis  fece,  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  flush  of  excitement  almost  startling.  He  was  well 
acquainted  in  the  city ;  he  knew  the  reputation  of  that  house ;  and  the 
whole  state  of  things  flashed  upon  his  mind  with  the  quickness  of 
thought.  It  must  be  Jennie ;  the  daughter  of  his  friend  was  entrapped 
— deceiyed — betrayed,  and  was  at  that  yery  moment  in  the  most  immi- 
nent danger,  yet  entirely  unconscious  of  it.  The  yictim  was  already 
withm  the  coils  of  the  serpent,  and  her  position  frOl  of  peril.  Welton's 
nature,  as  his  mind  rapidly  ran  oyer  the  circumstances,  was  fully  roused 
— nay,  almost  fi«naed,  and  he  instantly  resolyed  to  saye  the  daughter 
of  his  fnend — his  brother,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

Bequesting  the  hackman  to  driye  him  to  the  same  house  where  he 
bad  left  the  couple  but  a  few  minutes  before,  he  sprang  into  the  carriage, 
and  bade  him  haste  with  aU  speed.  He  was  well  armed, — ^for  in  those 
days,  riyer  men  were  always  prepared  for  the  worst,  and  Mr.  W.  ar- 
ranged his  weapons  so  as  to  be  easy  of  access,  and  ready  for  use  in  a 
moment,  should  the  emergency  demand  it  He  knew  from  the  general 
reputation  of  the^  building  and  yicinity,  what  kind  of  persons  he  might 
probably  haye  to  deal  with,  and  was  prepared  for  the  worst. 

Beaching  the  house,  he  bade  the  driyer  wait  his  return.  Tbe  door 
was  cautiously  opened  at  his  knock,  and  without  inyitation,  he  walked 
into  the  haU, — ^for  he  felt  sure  thtft  Jennie  was  in  the  house,  and  deter- 
mined, if  she  were,  to  see  and  speak  with  her  at  eyery  hazard.  He 
inquired  of  the  man  who  admitted  him,  if  a  couple  had  not  recently 
come  to  the  house  ?  His  manner,  and  the  fire  that  flashed  in  his  stem 
and  steady  eye,  awakened  suspicion  in  the  man,  and  he  answered  him 
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in  tiie  negative.  Mr.  W.  inoBtod  they  had  oome  Aero,  and  OKpteaBed 
hiB  detennination  to  see  for  himself  before  he  ahonld  be  satisfied.  Ad- 
vancing a  step  or  two,  he  was  oonfrmited  by  a  person  vdio  took  his 
stand  in  front  of  him,  and  foarbade  his  advance.  Jost  tiiero,  Mr.  W. 
found  himself  opposite  to  a  door  leading  to  the  next  room,  and  another 
door  opening  into  a  room  beyond,  being  aligfatly  open,  he  eaogbt  aa^ 
of  the  well-romembered  fitee  of  Jennie.  He  instantiy  stepped  forward, 
as  if  to  pass  in,  when  tiie  person  above  mentioned  attempted  to  prevent 
him :  he  might  as  well  have  attempted  to  smother  the  volcano  in  die 
moment  of  its  emption  I  Orasping  tiie  follow  in  his  left  hand,  he  hmled 
him,  as  with  the  strength  of  a  giant,  through  an  opposite  do(»,  and 
half-way  acaross  the  adjoining  room.  The  noise  brought  immediate  a»> 
sistanee,  but  Mr.  W.  was  now  doubly  excited,  and  drawing  a  flashing 
blade  from  its  sheath,  he  swung  it  about  him  with  terrible  energy,  and 
stalked  forward,  in  defiance  of  all  opposition,  to  the  door  leading  into 
the  forther  room,  where  he  stood  free  to  &oe  with  his  young  friend ! 
His  excitement,  his  flashing  eye,  and  the  gleaming  steel  in  his  hand, 
while  he  towered  up  in  all  the  majesty  df  his  gigantic  proportions, 
rendered  his  appearance  terrible ;  and  his  advent  was  so  unexpected  to 
Jennie,  roused,  too,  as  she  had  never  seen  him,  that  it  inspired  her  with 
the  greatest  alarm.  She  screamed,  and  came  near  fiunting,  but  he 
caught  her  in  his  arms,  and  bade  her  be  calm,  for  no  harm  should  come 
to  her.  Just  at  that  moment  her  pretended  lover  entered,  and  attempted 
to  interfere;  but  one  look  and  a  menace  from  Mr.  W.  sent  him  oowe^ 
ing  to  a  distance. 

Welton  immediately  inqmred  of  Jennie  what  brought  her  there,  and 
she  frankly,  and  with  guileless  innocence,  revealed  all  to  him,  as  she 
would  have  done  to  her  fother.  She  was  promptiy  told  that  she  had 
been  the  dupe  of  a  villam,  and  was  informed  of  the  character  of  the 
house  she  was  in,  and  the  inmates  that  surrounded  her.  She  compro* 
bended  all, — ^believed  aU,  and  with  tremUing  alann,  entreated  Mr. 
Welton  to  save  her  from  her  peril.  Of  course  he  would :  he  therefore, 
bade  her  not  fear,  for  no  harm  should  come  to  her  that  hu  arm  could 
prevent.  But  he  determined  before  be  left,  to  settle  with  the  wretch 
who  had  so  heartiessly  deceived  her,  and  turning  to  look  for  him,  he 
was  gone.  Fear  of  the  threatened  doom  which  the  villain  saw  awaited 
him,  had  induced  him  to  make  good  his  escape,  while  an  open  door  re- 
mained. Bidding  Jenny  take  his  arm, — for  she  had  not  yet  even 
removed  her  bonnet  since  her  entrance,  so  prompt  had  been  the  move- 
ments of  Mr.  Welton, — ^he  led  her  from  among  the  afiri^ted  and 
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trembliag  iitmatoB  of  the  den,  to  the  street — to  (he  eaniage  which  was 
in  iraiting,  and  droye  lajndlj  down  to  the  steamer. 

In  a  few  hours,  they  were  on  theur  way  np  the  river  again :  she,  in- 
ezpresmbly  gratefiil  fer  her  deliveranoe ;  he,  happy  that  he  had  thus  been 
able  to  save  from  ruin  one,  who  was  abnost  as  dear  to  him  as  his  own 
child.  In  two  days  he  delivered  her  safely  to  her  astonished  and  grateftil 
paients,  who  had  nntil  that  moment,  been  nnoonscions  of  her  danger. 

Oar  story  is  told^-*'  as  't  was  told  to  ns."  We  have  not  seen  onr 
informant  hr  three  or  fear  years,  bat  the  details  of  the  adventure  are  as 
yivid  in  our  reooUeotion,  as  on  the  day  we  heard  them.  J£  others  are 
as  mueh  interested  m  reading  the  story  as  we  were  in  listening  to  it,  our 
labor  in  penning  them  will  not  have  been  altogether  useless. 
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DECISIONS   OF   THE   LATE  G.  M.   OF   MICH 


Wb  give  the  official  decisions  of  the  late  Grand  Master,  as  reported 
by  the  Ghrand  Lodge  of  Michigan ;  without  intending,  however,  to 
endorse  them  all. 

1.  Question. — Can  a  Warden  of  a  Lodge  U.  D.,  be  elected  Master 
after  the  Lodge  receives  a  charter  ? 

Answer, — ^He  is  eligible  to  the  station.  Appointment  by  the  Ghrand 
Master  confers  all  the  privileges  of  the  usual  election.  The  rule  that 
a  W.  M.  must  first  have  served  as  Warden,  was  established  to  secure 
experience  and  capacity  in  the  work  which  can  be  seen  as  well  in  the 
Lodge  working  U.  D.,  as  under  a  charter.  In  recommending  a  charter 
to  the  new  Lodge,  the  Grand  Master  in  effect  commends  the  operative 
skill  of  the  three  principal  officers. 

2.  Q. — Can  a  Lodge  ballot  to  confer  the  second  or  third  degrees  at 
a  called  communication,  or  only  at  a  regular  ? 

A. — ^In  accordance  ^th  common  usage  in  the  State,  I  have  several 
times  replied  that  the  ballot  fer  the  second  or  third  degrees  might  pass 
at  other  than  regular  communications ;  but  upon  careful  examination,  I 
am  disposed  to  reconsider  and  reverse  this  opinion,  and  now  recommend 
the  Ghrand  Lodge  to  declare  by  especial  edict,  that  all  balloting  for 
degrees  must  take  place  at  regular  communications  only. 

3.  Q. — ^What  is  the  object  of  the  ballot  for  the  second  and  third 
degrees  ?  Is  it  to  determine  the  candidate's  proficiency  in  the  work 
of  the  preceding  degrees,  or  to  ascertain  whether  he  is  still  worthy  ? 

A. — Both— -ft  new  and  further  qualification  being  now  required. 
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4.  Q. — What  18  the  efiect  of  a  fool  ballot  for  the  second  or  tfabd 
degrees  ?  Does  it  stop  the  candidate's  advancement  as  for  the  first 
degree,  or  only  till  he  be  re-ezamined  in  open  Lodge,  and  a  new  ballot 
ordered? 

A* — ^This  point  ought  to  be  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge.  If 
not  so  fixed,  the  ballot  may  pass  at  any  sabsequent  oommnnicatioD, 
when  the  order  of  ballotmg  is  announced  by  the  W.  M.  Under  the 
former  mling  that  the  ballot  might  pass  for  the  second  or  third  d^rees 
at  any  called  communication,  it  was  dedded  that  no  buennesa  could  be 
transacted  save  that  which  was  expressly  set  forth  in  the  call.  All 
Brothers  haying  *'  due  and  timely  notice  "  of  this,  the  rights  of  objeotr 
ing  Brothers  would  thus  still  be  preserved. 

5.  Q. — ^After  a  candidate  has  received,  and  exhibited  suitable  pn^- 
ciency  in,  the  first  or  second  degree8,«ought  he  to  be  prevented  firom 
advancement  in  any  other  manner  than  by  preferring  charges  against 
him  in  due  form  ? 

A, — ^The  secret  ballot  is  an  inalienable  Masonic  right ;  and  as  one 
Brother  has  no  Masonic  right  to  know  how  another  casts  his  ballot,  he 
has  no  right  to  ask  his  motives.  More  than  this,  a  Brother  has  no  right 
to  disclose  how  he  balloted,  else  by  general  disclosure  the  right  of  secret 
ballot  is  taken  away.  It  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of  a  Brother,  as  a 
general  rule,  to  prefer  charges  against  an  unworthy  E.  A.,  or  F.  C. ; 
but  numerous  exceptional  cases  may  occur  where  this  cannot  be  done 
without  injury  to  other  parties,  or  perhaps  violation  of  personal  or  pro- 
fessional confidence,  or  other  serious  inconveniences.  A  Brother  may 
deem  it  his  duty  to  delay  a  candidate's  advancement  on  the  strength  of 
mere  suspicions,  which  it  would  be  wholly  wrong  to  impart  By  tiie 
use  of  his  privilege  he  can  postpone  that  advancement  until  those  sus- 
picions are  either  cleared  up,  or  assume  such  a  tangible  shape  as  may 
warrant  the  preferring  of  charges  in  due  form.  A  Brother,  it  is  true, 
may  abuse  thb  Masonic  right,  and  thereby  block  the  wheels  of  the 
Lodge,  but  this  is  another  matter  entirely,  and  as  amenable  to  Lodge 
discipline  as  any  other  known  ofience. 

6.  Q. — How  ought  the  sense  of  the  Lodge  to  be  taken  in  matters  of 
business ;  by  ayes  and  nays,  or  the  uplifted  hand  ? 

A. — ^As  the  by-laws  prescribe.  The  quiet,  distinct  method  of  the 
uplifted  hand  is  preferable,  and  more  in  accordance  with  usage.  It  is, 
or  ought  to  be,  a  cardinal  principle  in  the  Lodge  to  act  in  all  things 
with  dignified  decorum,  removed  as  for  as  possible  from  the  habitudes 
of  the  town  meeting  or  political  caucus. 
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7.  Q, — ^When  a  petitionhasbeen  presented,  received,  andrefened  to  a 
committee,  can  it  be  withdrawn  by  the  Brother  who  presented  it  ? 

A, — It  cannot  until  the  committee  have  reported  it  back,  and  the 
consent  of  ihe  Lodge  is  given. 

8.  Q, — ^Is  it  necessary  that  the  committee  report  favorably  or  nnfa- 
yorably  prior  to  the  action  of  the  Lodge  ? 

A. — ^The  committee  may  report  back  the  petition  to  the  Lodge  with- 
ont  recommendation  for  their  action,  or  the  Lodge  may  direct  them  so 
to  do.  The  Lodge  may  then  take  action  upon  the  petition  as  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  All  committees  are  subject  to  direction  by  the 
Lodge. 

9.  (?. — Can  the  W.  M.,  or  the  Lodge,  by  vote,  admit  non-affiliating 
Masons  to  visitation  more  than  three  times  ? 

A. — ^Neither  the  W.  M.  nor  the  Lodge  may  admit  those  who  are  ex- 
cluded by  constitutional  provision.  (  Vide  Const.,  Art.  5,  Sec  14.) 
The  rule  must  be  rigorously  enforced,  otherwise  in  effect  a  premium  for 
non-affiliation  is  oflfered.  By  the  term  sojourner ^  in  the  Constitution, 
is  intended  Brothers  duly  affiliated  under  some  other  jurisdiction,  tem- 
porarily within  our  own.    It  does  not  include  non-affiliants. 

10.  Q. — ^Is  a  motion  to  suspend  a  by-law  properly  to  be  enter- 
tained? 

A. — ^It  is  not,  unless  in  a  mode  provided  for  in  the  by-laws.  Oth- 
erwise the  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  rendered  inoperative. 

11.  Q. — When  the  petition  of  a  non-affiliant  for  membership  has 
been  rejected,  how  soon  may  he  renew  the  application  ? 

A — ^Unless  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge,  at  any  subsequent 
regular  communication.  Unless  charges  are  preferred  against  him,  he 
is  stiU  a  Mason  in  good  standing.  Nevertheless,  he  must  present  a 
new  petition ;  the  first  is  dead,  and  may  not  be  revived  by  vote  of  the 
Lodge. 

12.  Q.— Can  the  W.  M.  or  Wardens  be  dimitted  ? 

A. — They  cannot,  unless  they  remove  from  the  jurisdiction.  It  is 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  so  fiir  innovate  upon  the  body 
of  Masoniy  as  to  provide  for  any  other  method  of  relief  firom  the  duties 
of  those  several  offices.  Hence  any  resolution  which  may  have  inad- 
vertently, or  otherwise  gone  upon  the  records  of  the  Qnnd  Lodge  to 
that  effect,  is  null  and  void. 

*  13.  Q. — ^Is  the  Tiler  justifiable  in  refusing  to  announce  that  a 
Brother  desires  admission  to  the  Lodge  ? 

•  In  thlf  tiM  GfMid  Lodge  did  not  ooosiw. 
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^.^-He  IB,  under  oertain  dicmnstaiicefl.  Thus,  wben  (lie  Biofber 
is  laboring  under  nndne  excitement,  aa  fiom  delirinm  of  diflease,  cr 
intozioation,  or  excefisiTe  anger,  sooh  as  might  be  liable  to  distorb  die 
Lodge.  This  is  a  power  neoessaiy  to  the  proper  performance  of  Iub 
dnties ;  but,  of  connie,  for  improper  use  of  it,  he  is  amenaUe  to  Ma- 
sonic discipline.  In  donbtfcd  cases,  he  shonid  ask  the  order  d  Ae 
Wi  M.  But  he  has  no  right  to  announce  one  whom  he  knows  to  be 
not  duly  qualified. 

*  14.  Q.— When  a  Brother  refuses  to  retire,  at  the  order  of  the 
W.  M.,  what  action  should  be  taken  ? 

A. — ^The  Lodge  should  be  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  and 
thereafter  such  measures  taken  as  the  decorum  and  honor  of  the  Gmft 
require. 

15.  Qd — A  Brother  Treasurer  has  a  private  account  against  hb 
Lodge ;  can  he  refrise  to  pay  out  the  frinds  in  his  hands,  on  due  order, 
and  pay  himself  without  consent  of  the  Lodge  ? 

A, — ^He  cannot  His  private  account  must  take  the  same  comne 
with  others ;  he  has  no  peculiar  claims. 

16.  Q. — Can  a  Brother  vote  in  a  Lodge  while  under  diarges  of 
u.  m.  c.  ? 

A, — He  may  upon  all  matters  not  involved  in  the  charges  against 
him.    He  is  presumed  innocent  till  proven  guilty. 

17.  Q. — ^Does  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  restore  the  appeOaot, 
until  decifflon  thereupon,  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Lodge? 

A,-— It  does  not.  The  power  involved  is  a  necessary  incident  to  the 
existence  of  the  subordinate  Lodge,  as  otherwise  insubordinate  members 
would  be  enabled,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  put  off  decisions  of  their  own 
Lodges  at  defiance  and  contempt. 

18.  Q. — ^The  ballot  was  regularly  passed  and  found  not  dear,  but 
several  Brothers  had  been  excused  from  balloting ;  can  a  new  ballot  be 
ordered  on  that  ground  ? 

A. — ^It  cannot.  Illegal  action  upon  extraneous  matters  cannot  invali- 
date a  legal  ballot.  The  W.  M.  may  be  subject  to  censure  for  his  d^ 
cisioD,  but  the  candidate  is  rejected. 

19.  Q. — A  Brother  lAo  cast  a  black  ball  by  which  a  candidate  was 
rejected,  having  waived  hb  objection,  can  the  ballot  be  a  third  time 
passed? 

A, — ^It  cannot  The  petition  is  dead,  and  can  only  be  renewed  by 
the  petitioner  on  consent  of  the  Lodge,  or  as  fixed  by  the  by-laws. 

•  In  thlf  tiM  GMnd  Lodft  4M  oo»  eraew. 
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20.  Q. — ^Has  a  Lodge  the  right  to  provide  for  fining  a  Conunittee 
for  neglect  of  duty,  by  ample  resolution,  without  inserting  sach  pro- 
vision in  the  by-laws  ? 

A. — They  may  do  so,  bat  it  is  very  objectionable  as  a  matter  of 
good  policy. 

21.  Q. — ^A  Brother  was  present  at  the  receivbg  and  reference  of 
a  petition,  bat  not  at  the  balloting  for  the  first  degree ;  he  was  also 
present  at  the  initiation,  but  orged  no  objection.  Subseqaently  he  pre- 
fers charges  to  prevent  the  candidate's  advancement ;  b  he  not  pre- 
dnded  therefirom  by  his  previous  course  ? 

A, — The  Brother  is  chargeable  with  u.  m.  c  in  not  objecting  to  the 
initiation  of  the  candidate,  if  his  objections  could  properly  be  made 
known.  But,  as  charges  may  be  preferred  against  a  Mason  and  a 
Brother  held  to  trial,  on  testimony  of  one  not  a  Mason,  so  is  it  the 
duty  of  the  Lodge  to  take  cognizance  of  the  charges  fix>m  any  respecta- 
ble source,  involving  the  character  of  a  candidate  for  advancement ; 
particularly  such  charges  as  would,  if  establbhed,  show  his  utter  dis- 
qualification. The  objecting  Brother,  perhaps,  has  done  wrong  in 
postponing  his  duty,  but  this  can  be  no  excuse  for  the  Lodge  neglect- 
ing theirs.  Neither  does  this  conflict  with  the  principle  that  a  candi- 
date elected  notwithstanding  known  charges,  ought  not  thereafter  to  be 
tried  upon  them ;  the  ballot  is  their  verdict 

22.  Q, — ^A  candidate,  duly  elected,  fiiils  to  offer  himself  for  initia- 
tion ;  how  long  is  the  election  of  full  effect  ? 

A, — The  term  is  usually  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge.  If  not 
so  fixed,  Masonic  usage  should  govern,  which  limits  it  to  a  twelve- 
month. All  action  under  such  petition  and  election  is  then  void  as 
from  the  beginning.  Such  election  can  neither  be  revived  nor  annulled, 
except  by  filing  of  a  new  petition.  The  parties  are  free  from  any 
reciprocal  obligation. 

23.  Q, — ^Is  the  certificate  of  the  W.  M.,  or  Secretary,  in  the  absence 
of  entry  upon  the  approved  records  of  a  Lodge,  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  transactions  of  the  Lodge  ? 

A. — ^It  is  not.  A  Lodge  is  bound  by  the  records  which  it  has  duly 
approved,  and  no  further.  It  has  power  to  amend  its  own  records, 
npon  such  evidence  as  is  deemed  sufficient,  and  such  amended  record, 
duly  attested,  has  all  the  force  and  effect  of  an  original  record.  But 
neither  the  Grand  Lodge  nor  sister  Lodges  are  warranted  in  receiving, 
as  evidence  to  control  their  action,  statements  or  allegations  from  any 
source,  presuming  the  inaccuracy  of  said  records.     Unless,  indeed,  the 

24 — VOL.  V.    NO.  vin. 
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Lodge  be  pat  upon  ito  trial  before  the  Grand  Lodge  for  Cdsfying  its 
leeord,  which  bnngs  up  quite  another  matter.  Memoranda  on  file  in 
the  Secretary's  desk  are  part  of  the  record  only  in  so  far  as  referred  to 
in  the  af^roved  record — reference  to  them  in  the  latter  gives  them  all 
their  value  and  import.  The  Secretary  is  not  at  liberty  to  not^  other 
Lodges  officially  of  proceedings  in  his  own  Lodge  not  of  duly  improved 
record.  Hence  the  practical  importance  of  approving  the  records  at 
the  close  of  each  communication,  when  all  the  proceedings  are  firesh  in 
memory,  rather  than  postponing  diis,  as  too  oft^  is  done,  to  the  oom- 
mencement  of  the  next  communication. 

24.  Q, — ^A  general  charge  of  u.  m.  c,  written  with  a  pendl,  and 
without  specifications,  is  preferred  against  a  Brother  applying  for  a 
dimit ;  is  itihe  W.  M.'s  duty  to  entertain  it? 

A. — ^It  is  not  Pencil  writing,  if  clear  and  distinct,  may  be  admian- 
ble-;  but  as  a  general  rule  in  matters  of  such  great  Masonic  moment,  it 
should  be  excluded.  But  a  loose,  vague,  general  charge  of  Maaonie 
misconduct  ought  not  to  be  received  even  in  writing.  If  the  case  ^ 
pears  one  of  probability,  the  W.  M.  may  direct  the  usual  steps  to  be 
taken,  and  specific  charges  preferred. 

*  25.   Q. — Ought  the  accuser  to  be  put  under  oath  ? 

A. — ^Masonry  regards  no  obligation  to  speak  the  truth  more  binding 
than  its  own.  If  the  accuser  be  not  a  Mason,  he  may,  at  the  demand 
of  the  accused,  be  called  to  make  an  affidavit. 

26.  Q. — ^At  what  time  does  the  effect  of  a  dimit  commence  ? 

A. — Immediately  on  Uie  declaration  of  the  vote  by  the  W.  M.,  if 
called  for  in  open  Lodge ;  but  if  not,  immediately  on  approval  of  the 
records.  The  Secretaiy's  certificate  is  not  in  itself  a  dimit,  as  it  is 
loosely  denominated ;  it  may  never  be  called  for,  and  yet  the  dimission 
be  complete. 

27.  Q. — A  candidate  has  been  duly  elected  to  the  first  degree  of 
Masonry,  but  subsequently  and  prior  to  the  initiation,  a  Brother  objects 
to  his  being  initiated;  (a.)  Shall  the  ballot  again  be  passed  and  a 
unanimous  vote  be  required  ?  (&)  Or,  shall  a  mere  majority,  voting  by 
ayes  and  noes,  be  sofficient  to  authorize  conferring  the  degree  ? 

A, — The  mode  of  voting  may  be  sooh  as  the  Lodge  designates,  vis. : 

.         by  the  uplifted  hand,  viva  voce,  or  by  the  ballot.     But  in  the  latter 

case  it  is  important  to  distinguish  the  effect  of  tbe  ballot  from  that  of 

original  ballot  of  election.    It  is  in  no  seme  a  reconsideration  of  the 

haSot  of  election,  and  has  none  of  the  effect  of  such  a  ballot,  as  it  may 

•  In  this  the  Onnd  Lodge  did  not  oonoor. 
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proT e  adrene  to  prooeeding  with  tihe  initiation  at  one  regolar  oommoni- 
oation,  and  yet  at  another  legnkr  oommnnication  be  reconsidered  and 
reversed.  This  of  oonrse  cannot  be  done  in  the  case  of  a  ballot  for 
election.  A  candidate  who  has  been  elected,  has  attained  a  certain 
ftmoant  of  Masonic  right — hy  no  means  standing  npon  the  same  footing 
with  one  who  has  neyer  been  elected.  Nevertheless,  as  Maaonxj  pro- 
vides for  every  contingency,  he  may  be  delayed  or  even  prevented  from 
progress  by  a  mode  which  should  be  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  each  Lodge. 
If  this  mode  is  not  fixed,  the  case  should  be  governed^  by  the  usages  of 
the  firatemity. 

Thus  the  number  of  votes  requisite  to  determine  whether  the  degree 
shall  be  conferred,  ought  to  be  fixed  by  the  by-laws.  If  not  so  fixed, 
it  is  clearly  proper  that  the  case  should  be  decided  by  such  a  majority 
as  would  be  requisite  to  establish  a  by-law  to  the  same  efl^t  Conse- 
quently if  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge  provide  for  their  own  amendm^t 
by  a  mere  majority  vote,  then  the  majority  vote  may  order  the  work ; 
but  if  two-thirds,  or  an  unanimous  vote  be  requisite,  then  the  same 
number  will  be  necessary  to  order  the  work. 

In  my  own  opinion,  allowance  of  this  power  to  the  Lodge,  as  clearly 
contemplated  in  Edict  XXTTT,  {Mue  Booty  p.  37,)  is  an  infringe- 
ment upon  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  the  W.  M.,  whose  special  right 
it  is  to  order  the  work. 

28.  Q. — ^What  is  the  proper  mode  of  balloting  ? 

A. — The  balloting  should  be  so  conducted  as  to  secure  absolute 
secrecy.  The  shape,  size,  lighting,  &c.,  of  the  Lodge  room  may  render 
either  ''circumambulation"  or  advance  to  the  box  by  each  Brother 
preferable.  Each  Lodge  is  at  liberty  to  determine  how,  in  its  own 
ease,  the  object  can  be  best  secured. 

29.  Q. — Can  a  Brother  appeal  from  the  W.  M.  to  the  Lodge,  and 
if  supported  by  the  Lodge,  is  the  W.  M.  to  be  governed  by  their 
decision  ? 

A^ — ^A  motion  to  appeal  from  the  W.  M.  to  the  Lodge  is  unmasonic 
and  out  of  order.  The  W.  M.  is  prohibited  from  entertaining  the 
motion  even  by  courtesy. 

The  decision  of  the  W.  M.  is  only  to  be  met  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  or,  in  the  interim,  to  the  Grand  Master.  The  W.  M.  is 
responsible  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  the  Grand  Master  onfy.  A  Lodge 
has  no  power  to  insert  a  provision  for  an  appeal  from  the  W.  M.  to  the 
Lodge,  in  its  by-laws. 
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30.  Q. — ^Is  it  competent  for  a  Lodge  to  insert  in  its  by-laws  a  pro- 
yision  for  a  motion  of  the  '*  previous  qnestion,"  or  '*  to  adjoam?" 

A, — ^It  b  not  It  is  the  dnty  of  the  W.  M.  to  ''  order  the  work," 
control  debate  within  proper  limits,  and  close  the  Lodge  at  his  will  and 
pleasure,  subject  only  to  his  obligations,  and  the  will  and  dedsion  of 
the  Grand  Lodge. 

31.  Q, — ^What  degree  of  mutilation  or  dismemberment  disqualifies  a 
candidate  for  Masonry  ? 

A. — ^That  which  will  prevent  him  from  assuming  the  proper  positions, 
and  ^ving  expression  to  the  appropriate  and  necessaiy  methods  of 
recognition,  well  known  to  the  fraternity.  Dismemberment  of  a  foot, 
or  right  hand,  is  a  disqualification.  Immobility  of  the  knee  joints  is 
equally  so. 

A  candidate  should  be  in  the  full  possesion  of  all  his  members  and 
fiiculties,  such  as  a  sound  man  ought  to  have.  Otherwise  Brothers 
cannot  meet  upon  the  level. 

32.  Q. — 1.  Should  a  vote  for  honorary  membership  be  by  ballot? 
2.  Ought  there  to  be  a  petition  therefor  in  usual  form  ? 

A. — (a.)  The  Lodge  may  determine  the  mode  of  election,  but  if  the 
ballot  be  chosen,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  effect  is  not  the 
same  as  an  original  ballot  for  initiation,  as  it  may  be  reconsidered. 

(h,)  It  is  not  usual  or  necessary  that  a  petition  be  presented. 

As  this  question  is  proposed  by  a  W.  M.  to  provide  for  non-affiliating 
Masons  who  do  not  wish  to  become  active  members  of  the  Lodge,  I 
subjoin  the  '^  opinion  relevant,'^  that  it  is  not  proper  for  a  Lodge  to 
elect  a  non-affiliating  Mason  an  honorary  member.  Non-affiliation  is  a 
Masonic  misdemeanor,  and  as  such,  is  not  entitied  to  wages,  more  espe- 
cially wages  of  honor,  which  should  be  considered  distinguishing  marks 
of  the  fovor  of  the  craft. 

To  meet  the  object  proposed  and  sought,  I  would  suggest  Uiat  the 
non-affiliant  may,  on  his  petition  in  due  form,  be  elected  to  member- 
ship, and  then  be  excused  by  vote  of  the  Lodge  from  paying  dues. 
But  in  general,  the  Lodge  ought  to  require  payment  at  least  of  the 
small  sum  going  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  But  courtesy  of  thb  kind  ought 
only  to  be  extended  to  deserving  members,  either  advanced  in  years, 
or  in  indigent  circumstances. 

33.  Q. — A  petition  has  been  received  and  duly  referred;  before 
reported  upon,  the  candidate  has  removed  firom  the  jurisdiction ;  has 
the  Lodge  a  right  to  ballot  and  elect  notwithstanding  ? 

A. — ^It  has.     A  Lodge  has  a  right  to  complete  its  own  work,  and  no 
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other  Lodge  can  interfere.  So  fiur  as  the  candidate  is  concerned,  the 
work  commences  so  soon  as  the  rongh  ashlar  makes  its  appearance  by 
way  of  petition,  before  the  Lodge ;  and  nnless  the  Lodge  consents  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  petition,  they  are  the  sole  overseers,  and  they 
only  have  the  right  of  trying  that  ashlar  by  the  sqnare. 

84.  Q. — ^When  a  candidate  for  initiation  has  been  rejected,  how 
soon  may  the  petition  be  renewed  ? 

A. — ^This  dionld  be  fixed  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge.  If  not  so 
fixed,  Masonic  nsage  should  determine,  which  places  it  generally  at  a 
twelvemonth ;  or  the  Lodge  may  determine  the  period  by  snch  a  vote 
as  would  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  by-law  to  the  same  effect  Of 
course,  a  new  petition  must  be  filed  and  take  the  usual  reference. 

35.  Q, — Can  a  vote  be  rescinded  after  the  record  is  made  ? 

A, — ^It  can.  Edict  VI. — "  Any  vote  or  resolution"  may  be  recon- 
Bidered,  and  such  order  taken  as  the  Lodge  see  fit  This  language,  of 
oourse,  does  not  include  reconsideration  of  the  ballot. 

36.  Q. — ^Has  the  W.  M.  power  to  refuse  passage  of  the  ballot  box 
for  the  second  or  third  degrees,  against  the  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
the  Lodge  ? 

A, — ^He  has.  He  is  responsible  for  abuse  of  this  power,  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  (or  in  the  interim,  the  Orand  Master,)  and  to  them 
only. 

37.  Q. — ^Must  a  Master  elect,  have  previously  received  the  degree 
of  Past  Master  in  order  to  installation,  and  to  preside  over  the  Lodge  ? 

A. — ^No.  The  Qrand  Lodge  of  Michigan  knows  nothing  of  the 
"  Past  Master's  degree,"  so  called.  The  qualifications  for  Mastership 
are  fully  set  forth  in  Art  YI,  of  the  Orand  Constitution,  and  none  oth. 
era  are  reqiured. 

38.  Q, — ^When  an  E.  A.;  or  F.  C,  applying  for  advancement,  is 
"  black-balled,"  how  soon  may  he  renew  his  application? 

A, — ^At  any  regular  communication,  unless  charges  of  unmasonic 
conduct  are  preferred  against  him,  when  of  course  he  must  wait  decision 
by  the  Lodge. 

39.  Q. — Can  a  Lodge  U.  D.  admit  or  dimit  members? 

A, — ^It  can  only  exercise  those  powers  specially  granted.  Hence  in 
this  jurisdiction,  it  may  cuimit,  but  cannot  dimit  members. 

40.  Q. — An  E.  A.,  after  initiation,  proves  himself  unworthy ;  what 
course  should  be  taken  ? 

A. — ^He  should  be  prevented  from  advancement  by  direction  of  the 
W.  M.,  or  by  the  black  ball.    The  W.  M.  should  direct  formal  charges 
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to  be  prefi^rred  against  him,  and  on  oonyiofcion,  lie  maj  xeoem  mek 
oensore  or  discipline  as  the  circamstanoes  indicate. 

41.  <?. — ^May  a  Lodge  "call  off,"  from  one  oomnranieaiion  to 
another? 

A, — No;  calling  off  is  especially  prohibited.  Li  all  eases  the  Lodge 
must  be  opened  and  closed  in  Ibrm. 

42.  Q. — ^What  and  how  many  officers  and  Brothers  of  the  Lodg^ 
most  be  present  for  the  transaction  of  bosiness  ? 

A. — This  should  be  provided  in  the  by-laws.  If  not  so  proTided 
for,  the  presence  of  ih»  W.  M.,  or  either  of  the  Wardens,  with  two 
Brothers  of  the  Lodge,  at  a  regular  communication,  is  sufficient  for  l2ie 
transaction  of  business,  balloting,  &o. 

43.  Q. — ^How  &r  may  visiting  Brothers  participate  in  the  busmess 
and  work  of  the  Lodge  ? 

A. — Visiting  Brothers  may  be  set  at  work  an  the  level  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Lodge,  by  permission  of  the  W.  M.,  but  cannot  be  allowed 
to  vote.  They  may  tile,  goard  the  8.  and  W.,  carry  directions  or 
orders,  jcc,  but  may  not  properly  preside  in  the  E.,  except  as  tempo- 
rary agents  of  the  W.  M. 

44.  Q, — A  person  claiming  to  have  been  properly  made  a  Mason, 
and  taking  the  test  oath,  has  so  &r  forgotten  or  ne^ected  the  gubjeot 
that  he  cannot  tell  the  name  of  his  Lodge ;  asserts  that  he  received  the 
three  degrees  in  one  and  the  same  evening,  with  only  three  days'  int6^ 
val  from  handing  in  his  petition ;  asserts  that  this  occurred  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  much  lazily  of  observance  has  been  often  known 
to  prevail ;  is  he  entitled  to  further  ezammation  ? 

A. — He  is  not  Even  if  what  he  asserts  is  true,  such  extreme  irr^ 
ularity  in  the  work  of  any  Lodge,  anywhere,  ought  to  be  discounte- 
nanced and  discouraged. 

45.  Q. — Can  a  dispensation  be  granted  to  receive  and  act  upon  a 
new  petition  from  a  rejected  candidate  in  the  same  Lodge  within  a  year 
from  the  date  of  such  rejection,  notwithstanding  provision  in  the  by- 
laws for  a  year's  delay  ? 

A* — ^It  can  be  granted  for  Adequate  reasons  diown ;  but  such  cases 
ought  to  be  provided  for  by  the  by4aws. 

46.  Q. — ^Is  a  Brother,  in  the  habit  of  gross  intoncalaon,  a  fit  person 
for  Tiler ;  and  if  not,  what  course  should  be  taken  ^th  him? 

A, — He  is  neither  fit  for  Tiler  nor  Masonic  firatemity,  inside  or  out- 
side of  the  Lodge.  If,  as  in  tibe  case  stated,  he  is  found  drunk  on 
duty,  he  should  be  reprimanded,  and  if  this  be  in  any  sense  habitoal, 
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he  ahould  be  tried  and  expelled.  When  a  complaint  of  this  kind  is 
made  against  the  Tiler,  (or  indeed  any  other  offioer,)  the  W.  M.  oaght 
at  once  to  suspend  him  from  his  office,  and  direct  the  Junior  Warden 
to  piefer  aj^propriate  charges,  and  deal  with  him  thereafter  as  the  ease 
maj  require. 

A  W.  M.,  refusing  or  neglecting  his  duty  in  this  respect,  is  liaUe  to 
gnspennon  from  his  office,  or  such  other  discipline  as  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or,  in  the  interim,  the  Qrand  Master,  may  see  cause  to  inffict  The 
charter  of  the  Lodge  would  be  in  danger,  should  it  appear  that  the 
Brothers  permitted  such  u.  m.  c  to  go  unrebnked. 

47.  Q- — ^Has  a  Lodge  U.  D.  any  geographical  jurisdiction  ? 
A^^i  has,  upon  all  such  matters  as  are  expressly  granted  to  it  in 

its  dispensation,  and  no  further. 

It  has  power  to  "  admit  and  make"  Masons ;  but  as  this  power  can- 
not transcend  certain  well  established  geographical  limits,  so  it  equally 
includes  all  within  those  limits. 

48.  Q. — Has  a  Lodge  U.  D.  disciplinary  power  over  Masons  in  its 
geographical  jurisdiction  ? 

A, — li  has  not.  Such  power  may  not  be  exercised  by  it,  saye  by 
express  grant,  or  new  dispensation  fmuk  the  Ghnnd  Lodge,  or,  in  the 
interim,  the  Grand  Master. 

49.  Q* — Can  a  dispensation  be  granted  enabling  a  Lodge  to  elect 
as  W.  M.  a  Brother  who  has  not  served  as  Warden  ? 

A, — ^It  can  be  granted,  for  competent  reasons  shown. 

50.  Q, — ^Has  the  W.  M.  a  right  to  call  upon  a  Brother  casting  a 
black  ball,  for  his  reasons  therefor,  and  if  the  Brother  gives  his  rea- 
sons, and  one  black  ball  only  appearing,  has  the  W.  M.  a  right  to  over- 
role  the  objection,  and  declare  the  candidate  duly  elected  ? 

A, — No.  The  W.  M.  has  no  right  to  know  how  a  Brother  casts  his 
ballot,  much  less  to  ask  his  reasons  therefor ;  least  of  all  has  he  any 
right  to  declare  the  candidate,  under  such  circumstances,  elected.  The 
candidate  is  rejected. 

51.  Q, — A  Brother  daimg  to  have  served  as  Warden  under  a  for* 
eign  jurisdiction ;  is  he  eligible  to  the  chair  of  W.  M.  in  this? 

A. — (a.)  The  word  of  a  Masonic  Brother  is  always  to  be  taken  as 
true ;  if  it  proves  fidse,  let  him  be  expelled  as  unworthy*  (h.)  Mas- 
tership or  Wardenship,  wherever  Freemasonry  extends,  is  sufficient  to 
answer  the  requirements  of  this  jurisdiction.  Hence  the  Brother  is 
properly  on  the  roll  as  an  eUgible  candidate. 
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52.  Q. — A  Brother  haybg  been  expelled  after  due  and  regular 
tarial,  seeks  a  new  trial ;  can  the  Lodge  grant  it,  and  if  so,  by  what 
proportionate  vote  ? 

A. — He  may  obtain  a  new  trial  by  exhibiting  satisfiictory  reasons 
therefor  to  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand  Master,  who  may  therenpon 
order  a  new  triaL 

But  the  Lodge  can  only  grant  a  new  trial  by  an  unanimous  yole. 
It  is  a  well  established  rule  in  Masonry  that  an  expelled  Mason  can 
only  be  reinstated  by  an  unanimous  vote.  It  is  dear  that  granting  a 
new  trial  otherwise,  and  thus  permitting  a  mere  majority  vote  to  decide 
the  matter,  would  be  only  a  circuitous  method  of  avoiding  the  necessary 
unanimous  vote  for  restoration.  It  would  place  the  expelled  upon  bet- 
ter ground  than  a  non-affiliating  Mason  in  good  standing. 

53.  Q, — May  honorary  members  be  elected  officers  of  the  Lodge  ? 
A, — ^It  is  not  proper.     Honorary  membership  confers  the  right  of 

visitation,  of  speaking,  but  neither  of  voting  nor  holdmg  office  in  the 
Lodge. 

54.  Q, — ^Honorary  members  were  permitted  to  vote  at  an  election 
by  the  Lodge ;  is  the  election  void  ? 

A, — ^It  is  not,  unless  it  be  clearly  shown  that  the  election  turned 
upon  their  votes.  The  declaration  of  the  vote  by  the  W.  M.  defini- 
tively decides  the  election,  unless  an  appeal  be  taken  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Master. 

55.  Q, — ^Is  an  attorney — ^who  is  a  Mason — in  instituting  legal  pro- 
ceedings against  a  Brother,  affiliant  or  non-affiliant,  chargeable  with 
Masonic  misconduct  unless  he  forewarn  the  Brother  of  the  same? 

A. — ^He  is  not  He  has  no  right  to  prejudice  the  lawful  interests  of 
his  client,  which  might  be  the  case  in  numerous  instances,  should  the 
opposite  rule  prevail.  The  civil  law,  in  modern  times,  is  so  mild  in  its 
bearings  compared  with  what  was  formerly  the  case,  that  in  the  immense 
majority  of  instances,  the  equal  and  exact  justice  which  Masonry  seeks 
to  be  given  to  all  men,  is  sufficiently  secured. 

The  case  might  arise  where  an  attorney  might  maliciously  take  ad- 
vantage  of  his  position  to  persecute  and  oppress  a  Brother  Mason,  in 
which  case  he  might  be  chargeable  for  the  maUce  shatcn,  although  not 
for  his  legal  acts.  Such  cases,  however,  must  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  civil  laws,  be  extremely  rare,  and  no  general  rule  is  applicable  to 
them.  They  must  be  decided  upon  the  particular  circumstances  which 
attend  them.  The  rule  is,  that  a  Brother  can  only  claim  protection 
firom  an  unlawful  and  clearly  inequitable  attack. 
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56.  Q. — ^Are  the  FestivalB  of  the  Samts  John  regular  commimica- 
tions? 

ji.— They  are.  See  ''  Old  Begoktions,"  No.  XXTTT.  Sec  1, 
Art  Y,  of  the  Constitution  of  onr  Grand  Lodge,  recognizes  them  as 
such  by  necessary  implication  from  the  language  employed. 

57.  Q. — ^May  the  ballot  pass  on  the  petition  of  candidates,  upon  the 
communications  of  the  Sts.  John's  days  ? 

A. — ^It  may,  provided  the  petition  has  been  referred  at  the  preyioua 
regular  communication,  if  that  was  not  within  ten  days.  This  is  why 
Sec.  1  of  Art.  Y,  Orand  Constitution,  provides  that  *'  no  candidate 
shall  be  baUoted  for  in  less  than  ten  days  after  his  petition  shall  have 
been  referred."  Two  regular  communications  of  a  Lodge  might  occur 
in  each  of  the  months,  June  and  December,  within  ten  days  of  each 
other,  and  so  of  the  ensuing  months,  July  and  January.  The  same 
rule  is  applicable. 

58.  Q. — Are  the  Festivals  of  the  Sts.  John  regarded  as  regtdar, 
universally  ? 

A. — ^Throughout  Christendom — and  recognized  by  our  Orand  Lodge 
in  the  fiict  that  our  Lodges  are  dedicated  to  them ;  not  because  the 
Sts.  John  were  Christians,  but  because  they  were  by  tradition  "  emi- 
nent patrons  of  Freemasonry." 

59.  Q. — **  What  shall  we  do  with  that  class  of  Masons  who  are 
able,  but  will  not  pay  their  dues?" 

A» — ^By  consulting  the  transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  January, 
1859,  page  55,  you  will  see  that  this  is  a  matter  subject  to  the  by- 
laws of  each  Lodge.  If  the  by-laws  do  not  provide  for  this  contin- 
gency, charges  of  u.  m.  c.  should  be  preferred  against  the  Brothers  so 
oflfending,  and  such  discipline  enforced  as  the  case  may  require.  This 
latter  is  by  far  the  preferable  course,  and  most  Masonic.  Mere  non- 
payment of  dues  ought  not  to  subject  to  suspension  or  expulsion,  unless 
that  is  shown  to  be  due  to  unmasonic  motives.  Lifraotion  of  any  rule 
or  by-law  ought  not  to  carry  any  penalty  with  it  until  due  trial,  proof, 
extenuating  circumstances,  &;c.,  be  fully  set  forth.  It  is  the  Lodge, 
acting  under  the  Constitution  and  by-laws,  which  alone  can  inflict 
penalties. 
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THE    OLD    SONG. 


[S«l6ot0d.] 

Oh,  the  old  Song !  the  oid  Song  I  how  it  throbe  apon  my  brain. 
With  a  memory  which  is  pleasure,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain ; 
Charming  to  life,  to  weird  life,  the  things  of  by-gone  years. 
Till  I  see  the  distant  huidscape  through  the  mist  of  gathering  tears ; 
Its  bOwery  woodland  shadows,  its  hiqspy  summer  leas, 
A  golden  shore  far-gleaming  o'er  a  waste  of  haanted  seas  I 

And  agaih,  and  yet  again, 

Throbs  the  Song  upon  my  brain. 
With  a  memory  which  is  ptoasnre,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain  1 

Oh,  the  oid  Song  1  the  old  Song  I  from  a  mother's  lips  it  fell — 
A  happy  sound  npon  the  ears  of  him  she  loved  so  well ; 
In  the  dimly-liffhted  chamber  of  the  moes^-gabled  Grange, 
Where  the  shadows  crept  about  the  walls  in  yext  and  eery  change : 
And  the  melody  was  with  me  in  my  dreams  thronghont  the  ni^t. 
As  the  lily's  folded  blossom  holds  the  soft  oystaUine  light. 

And  again,  and  yet  again, 

Throbs  the  Song  upon  my  brain, 
With  a  memory  which  is  pleasure,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain  1 

Oh,  the  old  Song  1  the  old  Song!  upon  a  summer  noon. 

When  green  leaves  whisper'd  to  the  winds  the  love  vows  of  sweei  Jane— 

Ah,  I  see  the  fair  broad  meadow !  ah,  I  hear  the  distant  stream ! 

Ah,  I  feel  at  once  the  Presence  of  a  brief  love-lighted  dream  I 

And  I  know  that  eyes  of  sonshine,  and  locks  of  wreathed  gold. 

And  tiny  feet  and  bosoms  sweet  are  pleasant  to  behold  1 

And  again,  and  yet  again, 

Throbs  the  Song  npon  my  brain. 
With  a  memory  which  is  pleasure,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain ! 

Oh,  the  old  Song !  the  old  Song !  I  see  the  shifting  light 

Glance  from  the  pearls  which  star  the  curls  of  many  a  maiden  bright; 

And  the  dancers  all  are  merry,  till  a  voice  most  sort  and  dear, 

Bises  npon  the  sndden  hush,  and  gladdens  every  ear  I 

Then  vanish  soon  the  dancers — and  lights,  and  gems,  and  flowers — 

And  wraith-like  flit  before  me  the  unremembered  hours. 

As  again,  and  yet  again. 

Throbs  the  Song  npon  my  brain. 
With  a  memory  which  is  pleasure,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain. 

Oh,  the  old  Song  I  the  old  Song  1  none  other,  well  I  know. 
Can  have  for  me  such  sweetness,  yet  wake  in  me  such  woe ! 
Thongh  a  death-song,  very  monmfnl,  it  creeps  o'er  many  a  grave. 
As  o'er  the  wreck-dnft  moves,  and  weeps  the  ever-mnnnurons  wavOy 
Yet,  O  days  of  vanished  joyance  1    Oh,  hours  of  past  delight  I 
How  soon  wonld  ye  have  past  away — ^past  into  silent  night 

But  again,  and  yet  again. 

Throbs  the  Song  upon  my  brain. 
With  a  memory  which  is  pleasure,  and  a  feeling  which  is  pain ! 
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GRAND    LODGE    OF    SOUTH    CABOLINA. 


Ws  take  fi!om  the  JiRrror  and  Keystone  the  followmg  account : 

"  The  Annual  Communication  was  held  in  November  last  Sixty- 
eight  Subordinate  Lodges  were  represented.  This  Grand  Lodge  com- 
mences its  Annual  Communication  at  high  twelve,  meridian.  The 
names  of  sundiy  Past  Masters  of  their  respective  Lodges  are  published 
Tinder  the  following,  '  The  following  Past  Masters  were,  on  their  appli- 
cation, duly  elected  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge.'  This  appears  to 
show  a  different  form  of  organization  from  any  other  Grand  Lodge  that 
we  remember. 

"  It  was,  on  motion,  '  Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Master  be  requested 
to  read  any  address  that  ho  may  desire  to  make  to  this  Grand  Lodge 
at  half-past  7  o'clock  this  evening.'  The  Grand  Master,  M.  W.  Henry 
Biust,  in  the  evening,  delivered  his  Annual  Address,  which  is  a  valu- 
able and  sensibly  written  document. 

<<  Dispensations  were  granted  for  ten  new  Lodges,  one  of  which  is  at 
St.  Jago,  Island  of  Cuba.  On  the  subject  of  the  latter  dispensation, 
the  M.  W.  G.  Master  remarks :  '  Two  Lodges  had  been  previously 
established  on  that  Island,  and  are  now  in  existence ;  and  it  was  the 
object  of  the  petitioners,  at  whose  instance  the  dispensation  was  granted, 
to  obtain  a  charter  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  the  establishment  of  a 
Grand  Lodge,  to  be  known  as  the  Grand  Orient  of  Cuba.  All  that 
now  remains  to  be  done  to  accomplish  this,  is  the  confirmation  by  this 
Body,  of  the  dispensation  granted,  and  the  grant  of  a  charter.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  justify  the  course  I  have  taken  in  this  matter,  it  need 
only  be  said  that  the  Island  of  Cuba  is  unoccupied  as  an  exclusive 
Masonic  Jurisdiction,  and  therefore,  open  to  the  action  of  any  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  world.  This  proposition  I  deem  indisputable,  and  it  is 
unquestionably  of  great  consequence,  that  Masonry,  as  an  Institution, 
should  be  re-established  on  that  island,  on  a  positive,  substantial  basis, 
as  it  is  calculated  to  be  prodiictive  of  great  and  good  results.'  A  charter 
was  granted  to  this  Lodge,  and  to  eight  of  those  to  whom  dispensations 
were  granted ;  the  dispensation  of  the  other  was  continued  over  one 
year  longer. 

"  The  Grand  Master  informs  the  Grand  Lodge  that,  '  In  the  month 
of  March  last.  Colonel  Charles  Augustus  May,  a  well  known  and  dis- 
tinguished officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  being  on  a  viat 
to  this  city,  and  having  expressed  an  ardent  desire  to  be  initiated  into 
Masonry,  which  he  had  heretofore  been  prevented  from  domg,  in  con- 


386  THE   ASHLAR. 

sequence  of  the  oosmopolitan  character  of  his  profesrion,  I  ezereisedthe 
prerogative  vested  in  me  by  the  Landmarks — ^and  the  existence  and 
legitimacy  of  which  has  been  repeatedly  recognized  by  this  Qmai 
Lodge,— of  sammoning  an  Occasional  Lodge,  and  making  him  a  Mason 
by  sight.     The  funds  accruing  from  this  initiation  were,  by  my  direo- 

tion,  presented  to  Mrs. ,  the  widow  of  a  Master  Mason,  who  was 

in  destitute  circumstances,  and  had,  on  former  occasions,  received  relief 
from  the  fraternity  of  this  city.' 

''  The  Qrand  Master  suspended  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  from  office 
because  of  habits  of  habitual  intemperance. 

'*  The  address  of  the  Ghand  Master  abounds  with  valuable  information 
and  suggestions,  and  we  will  take  pleasure  in  making  extracts  therefrom 
in  our  friture  issues. 

'*  The  Grand  Secretary  read  his  Annual  Report,  which  is  a  oompend 
of  a  review  of  Masonry  in  other  jurisdictions.  Bro.  Mackey's  ability 
as  a  Masonic  Writer  and  Jurist,  is  amply  sustained  by  this  report 
He  agrees  with  Bro.  Hillyer,  of  Mississippi,  that  when  a  Mason  is 
expelled  by  his  Lodge,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  is  satisfied  that  the  ex- 
pulsion was  unjustiy  inflicted,  and  the  party  was  not  guilty  of  the  crime 
alleged  against  him,  the  Grand  Lodge  possesses  the  power  not  only  to 
restore  him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  but  also  to  mem- 
bership in  his  Lodge.  That  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  court  of 
last  resort,  ought  never  to  have  been  disputed.  Bro.  Mackey  disagrees 
with  Bro.  Wiley,  of  Alabama,  in  regard  to  the  '  voluntaiy  character  of 
the  institution,'  on  which  subject  we  agree  with  the  M.  W.  Bro.  of 
Alabama.  On  the  subject  of  that  important  question  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  where  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  had  granted 
a  new  trial  in  a  case  in  which  the  members  of  the  Lodge  refused,  by  their 
votes,  to  inflict  punishment  adequate  to  the  offence,  Bro.  Mackey  justly 
remarks  :  '  If  a  member,  having  been  accused  of  a  heinous  ofifenoe,  and 
tried,  shall,  on  his  trial,  for  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  be  acquitted,  or 
being  convicted,  shall,  for  the  same  reason,  he  punished  by  an  inadequate 
penalty — ^and  if  he  shall  thus  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Institution 
^th  the  stigma  of  the  crime  upon  him,  '  whereby  the  craft  comes  to 
shame ;'  then,  if  new  and  more  sufficient  evidence  shall  be  subsequendy 
discovered,  it  is  just  and  right  that  a  new  trial  shall  be  had,  so  that  he 
may,  on  this  newer  evidence,  receive  that  punishment  which  will  vindi- 
cate the  reputation  of  the  Order.  No  technicalities  of  law,  no  plea  of 
enUre/ois  acquit,  no  mere  verbal  exception,  should  be  allowed  for  the 
escape  of  a  guilty  member ;  for  so  long  as  he  lives  in  the  Order,  every 
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man  is  sabjeot  to  its  discipline.  A  hundred  wiongful  acquittals  of  a 
bad  member,  wbo  still  bean  with  him  the  reproach  of  his  evil  life,  can 
never  discharge  the  Order  from  its  paramount  duty  of  protecting  its  own 
good  fame,  and  removing  the  delmquent  members  from  its  fold.  To 
Uiis  great  duty  all  private  and  individual  rights  and  privileges  must 
succumb,  for  the  weUMng  of  the  Order  is  the  first  great  law  in 
Masonry.^ 

'*  Bro.  Mackey  also  agrees  with  Bro.  Barber,  Grand  Master  of  Ar* 
kansas,  who  asserts,  that  although  'no  political  opinions  can  be 
pronounced  a  legal  disqualification,'  yet  '  he  claims  the  right  to  black- 
ball any  candidate  for  this  very  cause,  if  he  has  reason  to  believe  that 
his  political  opinions  are  of  such  a  nature  that  his  admission  would  not 
promote  the  good  order  and  well-being  of  the  Fraternity.' 

"  Bro.  Mackey  takes  the  view  that  each  degree  ought  to  be  balloted 
for  separately,  and  asserts  that  '  the  theory  of  one  ballot  fi>r  all  the 
degrees  is  radically  wrong.'  In  regard  to  the  opinion  held  by  some, 
that  a  worthy,  moral  man  has  some  sort  of  implied  right  to  initiation, 
and  to  blackball  such  a  man  is  a  Masonic  offence,  Bro.  Mackey  argues 
that  no  such  right  exists.  Bro.  Mackey  is  in  favor  of  the  North 
American  Masonic  Congress,  and  in  relation  to  the  Articles  adopted  at 
Chicago,  he  says :  '  The  Congress,  as  now  formed,  will  not  m  the 
slightest  degree  infringe  upon  the  independence  or  supremacy  of  the 
State  Qraod  Lodges.  It  will  assume  no  power  of  positive  legislation ; 
it  will  make  no  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Craft ;  it  mU  neither 
suspend,  expel,  nor  otherwise  punish  Masonic  offenders  ;  it  will  assert 
no  jurisdiction  over  Ghrand  or  Subordinate  Lodges,  &c'  We  believe 
that  the  unbiased  portion  of  the  Fraternity  will  see  in  the  7th  and  8th 
Articles  of  Association,  the  intention  at  least  to  assume  all  that  Bro. 
Mackay  says  it  will  not,  and  the  portion  we  have  printed  in  italics  was 
altogether  unnecessary,  for  we  assume  that  no  Qrand  Lodge  would, 
under  any  circumstances,  suffer  its  rights  and  independency  to  be  in- 
vaded by  the  exercise  of  such  powers. 

"  Bro.  F.  F.  Gary,  Secretary  of  the  Cokesbury  Masonic  Female 
College,  presented  a  highly  encouraging  report  of  that  institution.  It 
at  present  numbers  125  pupils.  The  Institution  is  only  in  the  fourth 
year  of  its  existence,  yet  it  has  accomplished  much  in  the  cause  of 
education.  We  wish  it  Gt)d  speed  in  its  efforts  to  advance  the  intel- 
lectual culture  of  the  future  mothers  of  the  rising  generation. 

"  The  Grand  Lodge  is  engaged  in  reviewing  its  constitution.  The 
Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  recommendation  of  a  committee,  to  whom 
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that  portion  of  Ae  M.  W.  O.  M.'s  address  was  refarrsd,  not  to  gmnt 
anj  dispensations  for  the  fatore,  *  without  the  oonsrat  of  the  three 
nearest  Lodges,  and  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  the  consent  of  the  four 
nearest  Lodges.' 

"  A  qommittee  on  the  snbjeot  of  visiting  brethren,  reported  a  fljBtem 
of  examination,  which  was  adopted. 

"  Bro.  Mackej  was  elected  '  E^orian,'  to  prepare  the  ffistoiy  of 
Mascmiy  in  South  Carolina,  and  which  is  to  be  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  its  next  Annual  Communication.  We  haye  no  donbt  bat  this 
will  be  the  bestand  most  interesting  History  of  Masonry  yet  published* 
It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  see  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  oommeuced 
to  publish  the  returns  of  the  members  of  the  Lodges  in  its  juiisdiction. 
Ereiy  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  do  so.  Freemasonry  in  South  Carolina  is 
successfully  performing  its  mission,  in  elevating  the  standard  of  monJs 
of  its  membership,  and  consequently  exercising  a  salutaiy  influenoe 
without  the  pale  of  its  organization. 


Eircou&AGSiaDiT  vboh  a  Toung  Mason.— We  have  just  received 
the  following : 

''  Bro.  Wbston  : — Enclosed  please  find  $2  due  you  for  Ashlae  of 
1859  and  1860,  (for  1  year.)  Hope  you  will  excuse  the  ne^ect  on  my 
part,  and  let  the  mantle  of  charity  cover  my  neglect  of  duty.  I  am  a 
novice,  just  stepped  upon  the  threshold  of  the  edifice,  but  I  highly 
prim  your  independent  course,  and  efforts  to  prevent  a  diversioa  of 
Masonry  into  the  sectarian  and  bigoted  channels,  and  its  prostitution  to 
purposes  which,  even  to  my  poor  vision,  appear  wide  of  its  divine 
Bussion. 

With  much  respect,  yours,  ." 


•m^* 


Trbstlbboabd. — ^A  trestleboard,  fit>m  the  French  tmUau,  is  a  board 
placed  on  a  wooden  firame  of  three  legs.  Masonically,  it  means  the 
board  on  which  the  master  workman  lays  his  designs  to  direct  the  Craft 
in  their  labors.  Li  speculative  Freemasonry,  it  is  eymbolical  of  the 
books  of  nature  and  revelation,  in  which  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
Universe  has  developed  his  ^U,  for  the  guidance  and  direction  of  his 
creatures,  in  the  great  labor  of  their  lives,  the  erection  of  a  temple  of 
holiness  in  the  heart.^-2^ftrtcon. 
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EXPELLED. 


lAfons,  Mich.,  Feb.  10,  1860. 
Editor  Apitt.au — Dear  Sir  and  Brother.'^ — ^At  a  regolar  commu- 
nication  of  Lyons  Lodge  No.  87,  of  F.  and  A.  M.,  held  at  their  hall, 
on  Monday  Eve,  Feb.  6,  A.  L.  5860,  William  W.  Edmistbb  was 
expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Maaoniy,  for  nnmasonio 
conduct ;  and  the  same  ordered  published  in  Thb  Ashlab,  and  Voice 
of  Mnaomry,  Fraternally  yonrSy  H.  Y.  Staxst, 

[SKAL  Of  LODOB.]  iSSfc'y  LifOfM  Lodg€  No.  37. 


OBITUABY. 


De  Soto,  ML,  Feb,  15,  1860. 
At  a  special  oommiinioation  of  De  Soto  Lodge  No.  287,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.,  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Whereas,  it  has  pleased  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  the  All-wise  Diaposer  of 
human  events,  to  oall^'om  his  labor  on  earth,  our  Brother,  Thomas 
HuNTXB,  in  the  26th  year  of  his  age,  therefore 

Reeohed,  That  in  this  hour  of  trial  and  sorrow,  we  bow  with  humble 
submission  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  our  Grand  Master  who  rules 
above,  hoping  that  our  great  loss  is  our  Brother's  unspeakable  gain. 

Beeohed,  That  we  will  draw  the  broad  mantle  of  a  Mason's  charity 
around  the  foibles  of  our  deceased  Brother,  nor  will  we  withdraw  from 
his  memory  the  consideration  that  his  virtues  daim  at  our  hands. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  endeavor  so  to  live  and  labor  on  earth,  that 
we  shall,  tbt^ugh  the  Redeemer,  be  enabled  to  work  our  entrance  into 
the  Celestial  Lodge  above,  where  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Uni- 
verse presides :  there,  we  trust,  we  shall. enjoy  a  reunion  with  the  soul 
of  our  deceased  Brother,  and  partake  of  refreshments  with  him  in  the 
Paradise  of  our  God. 

Resohed,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  afflicted  friends  of  our 
Brother,  in  this  their  sore  bereavement  and  unmitigated  sorrow. 

Resohed,  That  we,  as  members  of  this  Lodge,  will  wear  the  usual* 
badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  on  our  books,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Masonic  Review  of  Cincinnati,  and  The  Ashlar  of 
Ohicago,  and  that  four  of  the  printed  copies  be  procured  by  the  Lodge, 
—- <me  to  remain  in  the  Lodge — ^the  other  three  to  be  distributed  to  the 
friends  of  the  deceased. 

Resohed,  That  this  Lodge  tender  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Bro.  W.  S. 
Post,  of  Shekina  Lodge  No.  241,  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducted the  frineral  services  of  Bro.  Hunter. 

IsAAO  Satrb,  Sec. 
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Thb  Psbsbht  Num bbr  g:iveB  eWdenoe  of  the  editor's  abflenoe  from  home. 
He  was  detained  longer  than  he  expected,  and  the  preparation  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  matter  was  hastily  made  by  another.  The  next  number  will  be  issued 
ponctnally  on  the  first  of  May. 


Ghuvob  of  Propbibtobbhip. — We  haye  to  annonnoe  that "  Thb  Asbub" 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  Bro.  Gbo.  A.  Fitoh,  a  good  and  reliable  Mason, 
who  has  had  many  years'  experience  in  publishing  and  editing  newspapen. 
With  the  issue  of  the  May  number,  the  oonnecUon  of  the  present  proprieton 
with  the  work  will  cease. 


DiOBST  OF  Masonic  Dbcibions. — We  haye  receired  from  Bro.  Chase,  of 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  a  digest  of  the  decisions  of  the  v^ous  Grand  Lodges  by  the 
leading  Masons  in  the  United  States.  It  is  an  excellent  work,  and  should  meet 
with  a  liberal  patronage. 


O:^  We  regret  to  learti  that  Bro.  R  C .  Rayhouser,  of  the  Indiana  FnoMum, 
has  lost  all  the  material  of  his  office  by  a  destructiTe  fire,  which  recenUy 
occurred  in  Fort  Wayne.  We  trust  that  the  Craft  will  remember  Bro.  B.  in  hte 
hour  of  need,  and  offer  him  what  relief  he  may  require. 


[I^  Just  as  this  form  is  going  to  press,  we  have  received  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan  for  1860.  The  document  is  a  decided  improTO- 
ment  on  former  ones,  and  is  arranged  with  appropriate  titles  and  a  table  of 
contents.  It  bears  the  marks  of  that  able  and  intelligent  Mason,  Comp.  J. 
Eastman  Johnson,  Grand  Secretary. 


O:^  We  have  received  from  Bro.  Hyneman,  of  the  Mirror  and  KofsUme,  a 
copy  of  the  "  Universal  Masonic  Becord  and  Directory."  Various  ojrinions 
have  been  expressed  respecting  it.    We  have  not  had  time  to  examine  it 


Q^  We  have  received  a  communication  from  Bro.  Geo.  Hill,  too  late  for 
attention  in  this  number.  Bro.  H.,  who  resides  in  Ionia,  Mich.,  is  an  old  and 
tried  Mason,  who  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  history  and  laws  of 
the  Institution.  His  intelligence  and  zeal  are  only  eclipsed  by  the  good  qnalitk 
of  his  heart.    We  wish  him  many  years  of  prosperity  and  happiness. 


f 
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CniCAQO   AND   DETROIT: 

VOL  V.  NO.  10. 

.      JXTNB5.     180O. 


TO    OUR    READERS. 


In  accepting  the  position  of  principal  Editor  of  this  Masonic  Maga- 
zine, until  the  Proprietor  may  make  arrangements  likely  to  be  more 
generally  acceptable  to  the  Brotherhood,  a  few  words  of  introduction 
may  not  be  deemed  inappropriate. 

Within  the  period  measured  by  the  memory  of  Masons  scarcely  yet 
arrived  at  the  meridian  of  life,  Masonry  has  emerged  from  the  tempo- 
rary gloom  and  disaster  into  which  it  had  been  cast  by  the  machinations 
of  political  demagogues,  aud  now  again  has  become  a  great  and  grow- 
ing moral  power.  The  leaders  of  the  fierce  assault  upon  its  time-hon- 
ored altars  have  been  whelmed  in  the  maelstrom  of  popular  contempt.  In 
the  United  States  alone  not  less  than  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Brothers 
acknowledge  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  and  bow  to  the  authority  of  the 
landmarks  of  the  Order.  And  this  day  is  the  high  twelve  of  enlight- 
ened Christendom.  Numbering  in  its  ranks,  with  few  and  rare  excep- 
tions, the  representative  men  of  the  age — the  time  has  gone  by  for 
saying  that  the  soul  has  departed  from  the  Masonic  organization,  juris- 
prudence and  ritual.  Masonry,  whilst  it  has  grown  in  numbers,  and 
planted  itself  upon  new  territories^  has  with  equal  step,  increased  in 
moral  influence,  and  infixed  its  cardinal  tenets  with  more  potent  grasp 
upon  the  hearts  of  its  affiliants. 

And  this  is  the  era  of  the  Pen  and  the  Printing  Press — ^that  of  the 
Sword  and  the  Cannon  has  passed  away,  save  here  and  there  where  their 
shadows  are  projected  over  from  the  darkness  of  former  times.  Noth- 
ing can  escape  the  stem  inquiry  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  :  "  Whence 
and  what  are  you  ?"    And  Masonry  is  not  exempt  from  this  inquisition 
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—hence  it  responds  in  books  and  newspapers  and  magazines.  Upon 
each  recurring  festival  of  the  Fraternity,  a  hundred  orators  proclaim, 
with  freedom,  fervency  and  zeal,  the  principles  which  animate  them, 
and  the  glowing  thoughts  by  which  they  are  inspired. 

These  various  means  of  acquiring  and  imparting  light  have  thus  be- 
come indispensable  to  the  intelligent  Mason,  and  we  are  warranted  in 
assuming,  that  he  who  neglects  and  despises  them  is  unworthy  the  reo- 
ognition,  much  less  the  honor  of  the  Craft.  The  arcana  of  the  Order, 
of  course,  may  neither  be  written  nor  printed,  but  these  are  not  all  of 
Masonry,  any  more  than  the  sanctum  sanctorum  was  the  whole  of  the 
Temple.  The  great  mysteries  of  science  and  nature,  who  shall  unde^ 
stand  them,  before  he  has  conned  the  alphabet  and  studied  the  volume 
of  knowledge  ?  The  esoteric  will  ever  remain  unintelligible  in  fact, 
until  the  exoteric  is  fiilly  known.  That  Brother  who  b  most  famiUar 
with  the  histoiy,  philosophy  and  literature  of  Masonry,  will  prize  it 
most,  and  will  ever  be  found  &ithful  even-  among  the  faithless. 

Some  people,  even  now,  seem  to  think  that  forms  are  eveiytbing  in 
Masonry ;  that,  in  the  significant  phrase  of  the  day,  its  mission  has 
been  accomplished.  To,  the  present  Editor  this  is  an  egregious 
,  error.  He  believes  that  its  Damascus  is  scarcely  past — ^beyond  it,  still 
extends  a  world  of  discovery,  of  effort,  of  triumph.  The  present  Ed- 
itor believes  in  the  dissemination  of  Masonic  light — ^not  in  the  feeble 
rays  of  a  single  ferthing  candle — ^but  in  that  concentration  which  may 
create  a  true  Orient  of  illumination. 

The  great  States  of  the  North-West  are  abundantly  competent  to 
generously  sustain  an  organ,  which  shall  reflect  their  views,  and  mirror 
their  prosperity.  This  magazine  we  believe  may  be  made  the  true  re- 
flex of  the  ideas  which  rule,  of  the  minds  which  lead  this  great  branch 
of  the  Brotherhood. 

The  present  Editor  has  no  more  pecuniary  or  other  interest  in  this 
magazine  than  has  any  reader  of  its  pages ;  his  only  effort  is  and  shall 
be  to  advance  the  true  interests  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Order 
of  F.  and  A.  Masons. 

We  call  upon  you.  Brothers,  to  rally  for  the  support  of  your  own 
organ.  We  have  no  favorite  views  to  propagate  beyond  those  recog- 
nized by  the  whole  Fraternity.  The  Editor,  bound  by  no  obligations, 
save  those  of  Masonry  which  enfold  all  Brothers,  will  comment  upon 
current  events,  and  express  his  own  opinions  freely  and  unreservedly, 
and  at  the  same  time  will  extend  to  evety  Brother  whose  time  and 
inclination  permit,  the  privilege  of  conveying  his  own  thoughts  to  the 
world. 
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We  shall  submit  to  the  bonds  of  no  selfish  interest ;  neither  shall 
we  obtrude,  nor  snflfer  the  obtrusion  of  any  merely  personal  matters. 

Correspondents  shall  ever  be  at  perfect  liberty  to  advance,  defend  or 
attack  principles,  measures  and  policies,  but  we  shall  never  admit  pe^ 
sonal  assaults,  the  imputation  of  unmasonic  motives,  malignant  or  sar- 
oastio  inuendoes  or  insinuations  to  the  detriment  of  individual  Brothers, 
until  after  due  Masonic  trial  and  verdict  these  have  been  sustained. 

Perhaps  the  meanest  things  which  ever  are  perpetrated  are  through 
the  medium  of  malicious  suggestion,  without  the  manliness  of  open 
attack.  In  ftUure  numbers  of  this  journal,  such  thiilgs  shall  never 
knowingly  be  permitted  or  indulged. 

We  recommend  to  Brothers  always  to  append  their  names  to  commu- 
nications— this  the  more  truly  Masonic  method — ^but  in  case  a  sense  of 
diffidence  forbids,  to  take  especial  care  to  avoid  personalities.  Do  not 
hide  innate  malignity  under  the  nam  de  plume  of  '*  A  Past  Master," 
but  sign  your  name  like  a  man  and  a  Mason.  In  all  cases  the  name 
of  the  correspondent,  whether  published  or  not,  must  be  communicated 
to  the  Editor.  We  invite  communication  of  whatever  is  of  interest  in 
your  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery  or  Consistory.  We  want 
the  names  of  initiates,  of  those  dimitted,  of  those  created,  of  those  who 
marry  and  those  who  die.  We  want  the  names  of  your  newly  elected 
officers,  and  of  those  whom  you  delight  to  honor.  If  you  are  called 
upon  to  mourn  fer  the  loved  and  lost,  we  will  mourn  with  you  and  re- 
cord the  epitaph.  If  you  have  occasions  of  rejoicing,  let  us  tell  the  tale 
to  the  thousands  who  read  our  pages.  Do  questions  of  interest  arise, 
we  will  spread  them  before  the  Fraternity  for  you,  and  call  for  full  dis- 
cussion. Briefly,  we  intend  that  this  journal  shall  daguerreotype  the 
thoughts  and  events  of  the  Brotherhood  wherever  it  circulates. 

The  Proprietor  assures  the  Craft  that  no  expense  shall  be  spared  in 
the  way  of  typographical,  artistic  and  illustrative  execution.  The 
Paper  Maker,  the  Printer,  the  Engraver,  the  Binder,  each  are  to  be 
levied  upon  fpr  their  chef  (ToBUvres,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  call 
upon  the  affiliants  to  bring  up  their  work  and  ' '  report  progress. ' '  This  is 
and  shall  be  your  organ,  Brothers,  and  we  confidently  call  upon  you  to 
sustain  it  as  the  record  and  index  of  Masonic  events,  progress,  light  and 
knowledge. 

Aside  from  matters  immediately  connected  with  Masonry,  we  propose 
to  give  a  general  review  of  current  events — a  resume  of  the  history  of 
the  time.  And  thus,  also,  a  brief  outline  of  important  discoveries  in 
any  of  the  various  branches  of  science, — an  epitome  or  bird's  eye  view 
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of  the  world's  progress.  Now  and  then  we  may  chance  upon  an  anec- 
dote or  jesi  which  may  be  worth  the  telling  or  repetition,  and  our  prin- 
ciples may  not  forbid.  Occasionally  we  may  even  glance  at  the  parties, 
and  like  the  man  in  the  moon,  observe  them  as  they  appear  to  one  who 
has  learned  to  *'  care  for  none  of  these  things,"  except  as  an  amateur 
anatomist.  We  shall  probably  laugh  at  all  of  them.  We  hope  to  make 
this  a  live  magazine,  and  expect  to  give  (and  take)  good  natured 
thrusts  at  *'  everybody  in  general,  and  nobody  in  particular." 

The  present  number  goes  to  press  under  peculiar  disadvantages.  We 
have  not  yet  arranged  our  material,  or  even  collected  our  thoughts. 
We  have  only  determined  upon  the  enterprise ;  -the  precise  method  of 
carrying  it  on,  we  still  depend  upon  our  friends  in  great  part  to  suggest. 
And  yet,  we  beg  to  be  understood,  that  so  £Eur  as  Masonry  is  concerned, 
we  have  fixed  principles  and  strong  convictions ;  we  shall  defend  what 
we  conceive  to  be  the  right  and  true,  with  inflexible  constancy.  But 
we  shall  advance  no  unsupported  opinion,  nor  shall  we  be  deterred  from 
advocating  or  denouncing  what  our  best  judgment  commands.  While 
we  desire  this  journal  to  be  an  organ  of  the  Fraternity,  we  do  not  intend 
it  shall  be  a  '*  barrel  organ,"  to  grind  out  an  unvarying  tune  whoever 
turns  the  crank,  but  an  instrument  which  shall  respond  melodiously  to 
whoever  touches  its  keys  with  the  hand  of  a  master.  The  history  of 
the  past  is  to  be  collected  and  preserved ;  the  doings  of  the  present 
time  to  be  recorded ;  Masonic  law  is  to  be  digested  and  harmonised ; 
the  ritual  is  to  be  developed  in  its  perfection,  and  preserved  inviolably 
intact ;  innovations  are  to  be  guarded  against,  and  heredes  repelled. 
The  influence  of  this  journal  shall  be  brought  to  prevent  the  spirit  of 
Masonry  from  being  suffocated  by  forms  and  ceremonials.  Fraternity 
is  the  true  watchword,  and  whatever  weakens  this  bond  is  heretical,  and 
deserves  and  will  receive  anathema — that  which  strengthens  this  bond 
we  will  cherish  and  sustain.  The  names  of  the  distinguished  Brothers 
who  have  been  called  upon  as  collaborators,  are  a  sufficient  guarantee 
that  all  branches  of  the  Order  will  be  fitly  cared  fer  and  represented. 

J.  ADAMS  ALLEN. 


q;;^  '*  Every  kind  of  knowledge  may  be  sought  from  ignoble  motives, 
and  for  ignoble  ends ;  and  in  those  who  possess  it,  it  is  ignoble  knowl* 
edge ;  while  the  very  same  knowledge  is  in  another  mind  an  attainment 
of  the  highest  dignity,  and  conveying  the  greatest  blessing." — BuMn. 
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PUBLISHEK'S    NOTICE. 


After  a  brief  retiroment  from  the  cares  and  duties  incident  to  tbe 
life  of  a  journalist,  and  which  I  had  hoped  never  again  to  be  called 
upon  to  resume,  I  find  myself  once  more  before  the  public,  in  tbe  character 
of  the  publisher  of  The  Ashlar.  In  assuming  its  publication,  however, 
I  have  but  few  words  to  say.  I  am  resolved  to  make  it  second  to  no 
other  Masonic  Journal  now  published,  in  point  of  interest  to  the  Craft, 
its  general  intelligence,  its  variety  of  matter,  its  typographical  and  me- 
chanical appearance,  and  the  purity  and  correctness  of  its  opinions  on 
questions  pertaining  to  the  jurisprudence  of  our  Order.  So  far  as  is 
in  my  power,  it  shall  be  made  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  the  Brotherhood. 

The  editorial  departments,  corresponding  with  the  different  branches 
of  Masonry,  will  be  under  tbe  general  direction  of  Bro.  J.  Adams 
Allen,  recent  G.  M.  of  JVIichigan,  and  of  wide  experience  in  the  world 
of  Masonic  letters,  and  in  the  especial  charge  of  gentlemen  whose  long 
connection  with  the  Order,  and  the  high  official  positions  they  have 
filled  with  credit  to  themselves  and  honor  to  the  Fraternity,  will  entitle 
theu*  opinions  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Brethren.  Tbe  due 
announcement  of  their  names  will  be  made  in  our  next  number. 

Steps  will  also  be  taken  at  an  early  day  to  secure  an  efficient  and 
active  corps  of  regular  contributors  and  correspondents,  among  whom 
we  may  expect  to  find  many  of  the  best  writers  of  the  Union,  not  only 
upon  Masonic,  but  also  upon  scientific  and  literaxy  subjects. 

Brothers  of  the  North-West,  I  mean  **  to  keep  and  perform  "  these 
obligations  to  you  so  long  as  I  act  as  your  journalist  May  we  not 
confidently  hope  for  your  cordial  support  ? 

GEO.  A.  FITCH. 


m  »»■  ^ 


Barb  FEEx.-^Nakedness  of  feet  was  a  sign  of  mourning.  God 
says  to  Ezekiel,  *'  Make  no  mourning  for  the  dead,  and  put  on  thy  shoes 
on  thy  feet,"  &c.  It  was  likewise  a  mark  of  respect  Moses  put  off 
his  shoes  to  approach  tbe  burning  bush ;  the  priests  served  in  the  taber- 
nacle with  their  feet  naked,  as  they  did  afterwards  in  the  Temple.  The 
Talmudists  teach  that  if  they  had  but  stepped  with  their  feet  upon  a 
cloth,  a  skin,  or  even  upon  the  foot  of  one  of  their  companions,  their 
service  would  have  been  unlawful. 
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A  VISIT  TO  ALEXANDRIA  WA8HIN0T0N  LODGE,  AT  ALEX- 
ANDRIA, VIRGINIA. 


Va  QK.  C  Sinson,  It.  €, 


A  BBAUTiFUL  moroing  ia  March  last,  was  improved  bj  another  Brother 
with  myself,  in  visiting  the  room  of  the  Lodge,  over  which  while  living 
had  at  one  time  presided  the  ''  Father  of  his  Coimtry."  Leaving  the 
dust-invested  streets  of  the  Federal  Oitj,  and  taking  one  of  the  little 
steamers  that  ply  regularly  between  Washington  and  its  more  ancient 
neighbor,  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  the  middle  of  the  broad  Potomac. 
Upon  ascending  the  deck,  the  scene  presented  was  one  of  surpassing 
loveliness.  Before  us  rose»  Yenice-like,  the  City,  the  sharp  outlines 
of  its  buildings,  and  proud  edifices,  softened  and  blended  together  by 
the  distance.  To  our  left  the  White  House,  with  its  lofty  portico,  and . 
the  Treasury  building,  with  its  imposing  colonade,  were  most  oonspica- 
ous,  while  to  the  right  the  minarets  and  turrets  of  the  Smithsonian, 
lifted  themselves  heavenward.  In  the  foreground,  the  unfinished  shaft 
of  the  Washington  Monument  stood,  in  reproachful  silence,  as  if  left 
in  its  present  condition  to  remind  in  very  truth  the  pilgrim  to  the 
national  shrine,  that  republics  are  indeed  ungrateful.  In  the  back 
ground,  Gapitoline  Hill,  crowned  with  that  splendid  edifice,  wherein  it 
is  said,  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  most  '*  doth  congregate,"  closed  the 
view.  To  the  south  the  beautiful  Anacostia,  reflecting  from  its  bosom 
the  inverted  images  of  the  lofky  ship  houses,  came  windmg  from  among 
the  distant  hills.  To  the  west,  covered  with  cedars,  the  AUeghanies 
were  piled  in  a  thousand  peaks,  stretching  hi  away  northward  until  lost 
in  the  distance.  We  passed  the  battery  and  barracks  at  the  junction 
of  the  Anacostia  with  the  Potomac,  and  soon  after  found  ourselves 
landed  at  the  ancient  city  of  Alexandria. 

We  first  proceeded  to  the  church  where  a  hundred  years  ago,  the 
"  Pater  Patriae  "  was  wont  to  "  attend  his  devotions."  It  is  a  vener- 
able ivy-covered  edifice,  and  is  in  style  of  the  olden  time.  Those  who 
have  come  after  have  not  been  content  to  leave  ihe  old-fiishioned  square 
pews  on  the  inside,  as  arranged  by  their  fiidiers,  but  have  modemiied 
them,  80  as  to  prove  more  comfortable  for  the  weaker  backs  of  the 
present  generation.  Modem  tastes,  however,  have  so  far  respected  the 
memory  of  Washington  as  to  leave  kis  pew  untouched,  while  on  the 
pulpit  desk,  rests  the  identical  Bible  which  he  presented  to  the  church 
previous  to  his  death.  Around  the  church  is  a  shady  kirk  yard,  whose 
green  sod  the  grave-digger's  spade  has  not  disturbed  for  many  a  long 
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year,  but  the  half-fidlen  stones,  here  and  there,  remind  us,  that  munind- 
fol  of  the  busy  seenes  above,  the  long  since  dead  are  '*  sleeping  the 
quiet  sleep  "  below.  Most  of  these  remembrancers  of  the  departed 
only  show  "  characters  nearly  effaced  by  time»"  but  a  few  still  resist  its 
corroding  tooth,  and  the  quaint  epitaphs  inscribed  thereon,  are  yet 
readable.  Among  the  latter  we  noticed  one  in  memory  of  the  ninth 
wife  of  an  honest  burgher,  who,  though  inconsolable  at  the  a£9icting 
dispensation  which  had  thus  deprived  him  of  his  companion,  was  forced 
to  acknowledge  that  "  his  loss  was  her  eternal  gain." 

Leaving  the  old  kirk  yard,  we  went  in  search  of  "  ye  ancient  tiler,'' 
wbo  for  OYQf  thirty  years  has  stood  at  the  outer  door  of  the  Washington 
Alexandria  Lodge.  It  needed  but  little  inquiry  to  find  his  location,  fbr 
the  youngest  boys  on  the  streets  knew  where  lived  the  venerable  patri- 
arch, John  Shakes.  We  found  him  in  a  litUe  shop,  where,  true  to  that 
principle  of  our  Order  which  teaches  us  *'  to  eat  no  man's  bread  for 
nought,"  he  earned  bis  subsistence  by  the  sale  of  baskets  and  such  other 
little  trifles  as  his  limited  capital  would  enable  him  to  buy.  The  old 
man  received  us  with  a  kmdly  welcome,  and  taking  down  the  keys  of 
the  Lodge  we  accompanied  him  thither.  On  our  way  we  gleaned 
from  the  weary  "  sojourner,^'  an  outline  of  his  eventiul  life.  A  contem- 
porary of  Washington,  and  personally  acquainted  with  him,  he  speaks 
of  him  with  all  the  reverence  with  which  that  great  man  inspired  those 
by  whom  he  was  surrounded.  Th6  old  man  is  now  eighty-«ix  years  of 
age,  and  for  more  than  sixty-four  years  has  '*  travelled  from  the  West 
towards  the  East."  Fameless  and  fortuneless,  it  is  not  strange  that  he 
sighs  for  repose,  and  as  the  shadows  of  declining  years  have  gathered 
around  him,  though  less  light  are  his  footsteps,  and  less  bright  is  his 
6ye,  yet  well  does  the  patriarch  hope  that  the  "  house  of  this  earthly 
tabernacle  dissolved,"  he  shall  find  rest  in  heaven. 

Accompanying  our  venerable  guide,  we  soon  came  to  the  market 
building  of  the  city,  in  the  upper  stoxy  of  a  wing  of  which,  was  the 
apartment  we  had  come  to  visit.  After  passing  the  ante-rooms  we  came 
to  the  Lodge  room.  After  throwing  open  the  old  fashioned  shutters  to 
admit  the  light,  the  first  thing  that  attracted  our  attention  was  the  chair 
that  occupied  the  Orient.  This  chair,  (a  straight-backed,  leather- 
cushioned  affair),  possesses  its  chief  interest  from  the  fact  of  its  having 
been  presented  to  the  Lodge  by  General  Washington,  and  occupied  by 
him  as  W.  M.  On  the  Master's  stand  lies  the  gavel  with  which  the 
General  proved  as  *'  true  and  trusty  "  the  cornerstone  of  the  Capitol 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  same  recently  used  by  President  Bu- 
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chanan,  on  the  inatigaration  of  Mills'  eqaestrian  statue.  On  either 
side  of  the  oriental  chair  are  suspended  against  the  wall,  autograph  lel^ 
ters  from  Washington  to  the  Lodge,  while  in  the  west,  hangs  an  ori^al 
portrait  of  the  Chieftain,  by  Stewart.  But  among  all  the  precious  relies 
in  keeping  of  this  Lodge,  those  possessing  most  interest  are  two  Masonic 
aprons,  preserved  in  glass  cases.  The  one  formerly  bebnged  to  Dr. 
Craik,  the  fiunily  physician  of  Oeneral  Washington,  and  was  by  him 
worn  at  the  General's  fdneraL  The  other  (a  beautiful  satin  apron,  the 
emblems  upon  it  embroidered  in  gold,)  was  made  by  the  Maiehionefls 
de  Lafayette,  and  by  her  presented  to  the  General  through  the  medium 
of  her  illustrious  husband,  upon  the  occasion  of  his  first  ybit.to  America 
after  the  Revolution.  There  too  is  preserved  a  piece  of  the  coat  worn 
by  the  unfortunate  Braddook  at  the  time  of  his  defeat  and  death,  a 
part  of  the  sleeping  tent  of  Washington,  a  lock  of  his  hair,  and 
numerous  other  relics  of  great  interest  to  an  American,  all  of  which 
were  commented  upon  by  our  Brother  Tiler,  in  language  most  interest- 
ing and  affectionate. 

Around  the  Lodge  were  set  the  old-&shioned,  wooden-backed  chairs  of 
puritan  model,  giving  it  an  appearance  of  the  *'  earlier  days  "  indeed. 
Portraits  of  a  long  line  of  Masters,  many  of  whom  have  years  ance 
"  rested  from  their  labors,"  ornament  the  wall,  thus  indicating  that 
they  still  live  in  the  affectionate  regards  of  their  Brethren.  After  pass- 
ing an  hour  in  the  inspection  of  the  numerous  objects  of  interest  which 
are  there  collected  by  our  worthy  Brothers  of  the  Old  Dominion,  we 
bade  the  old  "  sentinel  on  the  watch-tower  "  adieu,  and  returned  to  the 
Capitol,  doubly  pleased  with  our  trip  to  Alexandria. 


^►-««>«- 


(tp*  "  Every  art  should  strive  to  attain  perfection  in  what  peculiarly 
characterizes  and  distinguishes  it  from  others.  If  Sculpture  be  most 
fitted  to  represent  the  pure,  simple  forms  of  actual  material  beauty, — 
if  Music,  the  language  of  the  soul,  concentrate  in  herself  the  power  of 
arousing  every  deeper  feeling, — so  the  most  appropriate  sphere  of  the 
spiritual  art  of  Painting,  its  fittest  aim  and  object,  is  the  imparting  a 
glorified  expression  to  individual  figures,  or  diffusing  a  divine  and  holy 
sentiment  throughout  a  composition." — ScUegeL 
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THE    MASONIC    LECTURES. 


[Bxtnet  from  the  Anniul  AddiesB  of  M.  W.  P.  C.  Tooker,  O.  M.  of  Yermont.] 

In  my  address  of  last  year  I  endeavored  to  condense  what  little  infor- 
mation I  had  about  the  Masonic  lectures,  and  that  attempt  has  been, 
in  general,  quite  favorably  noticed  by  the  Craft.  In  one  distinguished 
Masonic  quarter,  however,  some  parts  of  my  address  on  this  subject 
seem  to  have  met  with  marked  dis&vor.  One  particular  thing  found 
fsiult  with  is,  that  I  thought  myself  justified  in  saying  that  the  lectures 
in  use,  received  through  Webb  and  Gleason,  were  the  true  lectures  of 
Preston.  I  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they  were  identical  in 
length  with  those  of  Preston.  I  had  already  said  that  Webb  changed 
the  arrangement  of  Preston's  sections,  but  that  he  had  left  the  body  of 
the  lectures  as  Preston  had  established  them.  Perhaps  I  should  have 
eaid,  the  sultstance  instead  of  the  **ho€fy"  of  those  lectures.  I  now 
state,  what  I  supposed  was  well  understood  before  by  every  tolerably 
well-informed  Mason  in  the  United  States,  that  Webb  abridged  as  well 
as  changed  the  arrangement  of  the  lectures  of  Preston.  I  believed 
that  I  knew  then^  and  I  believe  I  know  now,  that  Webb  learned  and 
taught  the  Preston  lectures  infuU,  as  well  as  that  he  prepared  and  taught 
his  own  abridgment  of  them.  I  have  a  copy  in  key,  both  of  Webb's 
abridgmnet  and  of  Preston  in  full,  which  I  have  reasons,  wholly  satisfac- 
tory to  myself,  for  believing  are  true  manuscripts  of  both  those  sets  of 
lectures,  as  Oleason  taught  them.  But  my  reviewer  has  got  the  "  very 
rare"  book  of  a  certain  J.  Browne,  published  in  London  in  1802, 
called  the  '*  Master  Key,"  containing  the  whole  course  of  lectures  in 
an  '*  abstruse  cypher,"  and  presumes  them  to  be  the  Prestoniaa  lec- 
tures. Reviewers,  it  seems,  tolerate  "  presumption  "  in  themselves,  while 
nothing  short  of  demonstration  is  allowable  with  them  as  to  others,  who 
are  required  to  speak  from  ''  their  own  knowledge."  I  am  ready  to 
compare  my  copy  of  the  Preston  lectures  in  fuU  with  J.  Browne's 
*^ Master  Key^^^  if  my  reviewer  understands  Browne's  "abstruse 
cypher," — a  fact  about  which  he  has  not  yet  informed  us.  Again,  I 
am  criticized  for  saying  that  Oleason  visited  England  and  exemplified 
the  Preston  lectures,  as  he  had  received  them  from  Webb,  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  whose  authorities  pronounced  them  correct, 
and  I  am  charged  with  taking  this  from  "  hearsay,"  and  my  critic 
places  "  no  faith  in  it."  I  received  that  statement  from  the  highest 
authority — ^from  one  who  knew — and  1  wrote  it  down  at  the  time. 
There  are  existing  reasons  why  I  do  not  choose  to  gratify  my  critic  by 
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naming  that  authority  at  this  time,  and  I  leave  the  Craft  to  judge 
whether  my  stcUement  of  that  fact,  upon  undoubted  authority,  is  not 
worthy  of  as  much  credit  as  any  reviewer's  doubt  about  it.  I  do  not 
possess  anything  in  writing  or  published  of  Oleason's,  as  to  his  lectnr- 
rog  before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  but  that  Masonry  abroad 
did  not  ignore  the  lectures,  as  Glcason  taught  them,  we  have  his  o^m 
published  letter  to  prove.  In  the  2d  edition  of  the  Masonic  Trestle- 
board,  under  the  date  of  Nov.  26tb,  1843,  in  a  letter  from  him  to 
Brother  Charles  W.  Moore,  I  find  the  following  language: 

**  It  was  my  privilege,  while  at  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.L, 
(1801-2),  to  acquire  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  lectures  in  the  three 
first  degrees  of  Masonry,  directly  from  our  much  esteemed  Brother  T. 
S.  Webb,  author  of  the  Free  Mason's  Monitor ;  and,  in  consequence, 
was  appointed  and  commissioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts 
and  Maine,  Grand  Lecturer,  devoting  the  whole  time  to  the  instruction 
of  the  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction, — and,  for  many  years  subse- 
quently (as  Professor  of  Astronomy  and  Geography,)  visiting  all  the 
different  States  in  the  Union,  and  (1829-30)  many  parts  of  Europe — 
successfully  communicating,  to  numerous  Lodges  and  Associations  of 
Brethren,  the  same  *  valuable  lectures  of  the  Craft,'  according  to  the 
ancient  landmarks." 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  assertion  of  Gleason  himself,  that  the  lec- 
tures he  received  from  Webb  were,  **  in  many  parts  of  Europe,"  as 
well  as  in  the  States  at  home,  communicated  by  him  to  "  numerous 
Lodges  and  Associations  of  Brethren,  according  to  the  ancient  land- 
marks," without  the  slightest  hint  or  intimation  of  any  objection  being 
made  to  them  abroad,  as  not  being  the  true  lectures  of  the  Order.  This 
is,  at  least,  prima  facie  evidence  of  their  having  been  substantially  what 
I  claimed  them  to  be.  But  if  I  am  still  told  that  it  carries  no  conclusive 
evidence  that  Brother  Gleason  knew  anything  of  the  true  Preston  lec- 
tures, I  call  that  Brother  upon  the  stand  again.  On  the  24th  day  of 
June,  1812,  **  Brother  Benjamin  Gleason,  A.  M.,"  delivered  an  "  Ora- 
tion "at  ** Montreal,  Lower  Canada,"  before  St.  Paul's  Lodge  No. 
12,  and  Union  Lodge  No.  8,  by  "special  request "  of  the  former 
Lodge.  It  was  published  at  Montreal,  and  a  second  edition  of  it  was 
soon  after  published  at  Boston.  I  copy  from  this  second  edition  the 
following  remarks  of  Brother  Gleason : 

"  On  the  subject  of  our  Lectures,  we  notice  with  pleasure,  this  day, 
the  venerable  Preston  of  England,  whose  '  Illustrations  of  Masonry  ' 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  Craft,  and  whose  estimable  system  of  imr 
provementSf  while  with  precision  and  certainty  they  define,  with  purity 
and  eloquence,  agg^randixe,  the  immovable  landmarks  of  our  ancient 
Society." 
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Brother  Oleason  then,  cUd,  upon  his  own  Btatement,  understand 
Preston's  '*  estimable  system  of  improyements,"  their  **  precision  and 
certainty/'  their  * 'parity  and  elegance,"  and  their  relation  to  our  ''  im- 
moTable  landmarks."  And  with  these  and  Webb's  teachings  fully  in 
his  mind,  was  probably  as  good  a  judge  as  any  modem  critic,  of  the 
relations  they  bore  to  each  other.  Can  any  reasonable  man,  in  this 
state  of  things,  believe  that  if  they  had  conflicted  with  each  other  he 
did  not  know  it,  or  that,  if  conflicting,  he  would  have  taught  both  ;  or 
that  he  could  have  taught  either  *'  in  Europe"  without  objection,  had 
they  not  been  substantially  the  same  teachings,  differing  only  in  theur 
length  f 

But  my  critic  says : — *^  It  is  wrong  to  talk  in  this  careless  strain  of 
the  Prestonian  lectures  as  esusting  in  the  United  States,  while  in  all 
probability  they  nev^r  did,  and  most  certainly  never  will.  It  is  time 
to  quit  writing  Masonic  history  in  this  loose  and  random  style." 

It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose  to  convince  my  reviewer  that  the  **  Pres- 
tonian lectures"  exist  in  the  United  States,  or  to  persuade  him,  that 
(though  confessedly  a  strong  Masonic  writer,)  he  does  not  quite  em* 
body  in  his  learning  aU  the  Masonry  of  this  Western  continent.  His 
liberality  might  perhaps  concede  that,  among  all  who  have  made 
Masonry  a  study,  or  with  their  united  investigations,  enough  of  Masonic 
learning  might  have  been  preserved  to  make  itself  respected  at  least  as 
against  simple  negation.  But  I  do  not  write  to  convince  or  satisfy 
him,  I  do  so  that  the  Crafb  may  have  an  opportunity  to  understand 
something  of  their  own  affairs,  as  they  exist ;  to  examine  and  investi- 
gate them  as  matters  of  fact  and  principle ;  and  that  they  may  have  no 
apology  for  ''  pinning  their  faith  "  upon  the  mere  negations  of  any 
writer,  whatever  may  be  the  strength  of  his  Masonic  reputation.  In 
an  account  of  the  Installation  of  Mount  Lebanon  Lodge  at  Boston, 
on  the  29th  of  December,  1858,  Brother  Charles  W.  Moore,  Editor 
of  the  Freemasons*  Monthly  Magazine,  has  the  following  remarks : — 
''Among  the  Past  Masters  of  this  Lodge  we  notic^  the  name  of  the 
late  Benjamin  Gleason,  Esq.,  who  was  (h^  associate  and  co-laborer  of 
the  late  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  in  introducing  into  the  Lodges  of  New 
England,  and  subsequently  into  other  sections  of  the  country,  what  is 
known  as  the  Prestonian  system  of  work  and  lectures.  The  labor  of 
promulgating  the  work  mainly  devolved  on  Brother  Gleason,  and  it  is 
not  too  much  to  say,  that  as  an  accurate,  consistent,  and  intelligent 
teacher,  he  had  no  superior,  if  an  equal,  in  this  country.  He  was  a 
thoroughly  educated  man,  and  he  understood  the  literary  as  well  as  the 
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mental  reqairements  neoessaiy  tb  a  fiuthful  and  creditable  dueharge  of 
the  important  duty  he  had  assumed.  In  1804,  the  Onmd  Lodge  of 
Massachusetts  adopted  the  Preston  ritual  as  its  standard  of  work,  and 
employed  Brother  Gleason  to  communicate  it  to  the  Lodges  under  its 
jurisdiction,  then  including  what  is  now  the  State  of  Maine.  In  tJie 
performance  of  this  duty,  he  was  exclusively  employed  during  the 
whole  of  the  year  named,  on  account  of  the  Grand  Lodge ;  and  we 
think  a  large  part  of  the  following  two  or  three  years,  on  his  own  pri- 
yate  account.  Indeed  he  never  ceased  his  labors,  as  a  lecturer,  until  his 
death  in  1847,  and  there  are  many  Brethren  now  living — among  them 
ourself — ^who  will  ever  take  pride  in  remembering  and  acknowledging 
him  as  their  master  and  teacher,  in  the  purest  and  most  perfect  Masonic 
ritual  of  ancient  Craft  Masonry  ever  practiced  in  this  country.  It  was 
the  "work"  of  Masonry,  as  revised  by  Preston,  and  approved  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  near  the  close  of  the  last 
century,. and  practiced  by  authority  of  that  body,  until  the  "union" 
in  1813,  when,  for  the  purposes  of  reconciliation,  it  was  subjugated  to 
a  revision,  which,  in  some  respects,  proved  to  be  an  unfortunate  one, 
inasmuch  as  the  revised  system,  though  exceedingly  beautifxil,  has 
so  many  incongruities  and  departures  from  the  original,  and  is  so 
elaborate  withal,  that  it  has  never  met  with  that  cordial  approval, 
even  among  our  English  Brethren,  which  is  necessary  to  its  recog- 
nition and  acceptance  as  a  universal  system.  The  verbal  ritual,  as 
revised  by  Preston,  was  brought  to  this  country  about  the  year 
1803 — not  by  Webb,  as  we  have  recently  seen  it  stated,  for  he  never 
went  abroad — but  by  two  English  Brethren,  one  of  whom,  we  think, 
had  been  a  pupil  of  Preston,  and  both  of  whom  had  been  mem- 
bers of  one  of  the  principal  Lodges  of  Instruction  in  London.  It  was 
first  communicated  to  Webb,  and  by  him  imparted  to  Gleason,  who  was 
at  the  time,  a  student  in  Brown  University,  at  Providence,  and  being 
an  intelligent  and  zealous  Brother,  became  a  favorite  of  Webb,  who 
was  his  senior  both  in  years  and  in  Masonry.  On  being  submitted  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Commonwealth,  it  was  approved  and  adopted, 
and  Brother  Gleason  was  employed  to  impart  it  to  the  Lodges,  as  be- 
fore stated.  From  that  time  to  the  present,  it  has  been  the  only  recog- 
nized Masonic  work  of  Massachusetts,  and  though  we  are  not  unmind- 
ful that  many  unwarrantable  liberties  have  been  taken  with  it,  and  that 
innovations  have  crept  in,  which  would  have  been  better  out — ^yet,  as  a 
whole,  we  are  happy  to  know  that  it  has  been  preserved  in  the  Lodges 
of  this  city — ^and  in  view  of  the  recent  instructions,  by  authority  of 
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the  Grand  Lodge,  we  may  add,  the  Lodges  of  this  Commonwealth — ^in 
a  remarkable  degree  of  parity ;  and  that  it  is  still  taught  in  the  Lodge 
of  which,  in  1809,  Brother  Grleason  was  Master,  with  so  close  a  resem- 
blance to  the  original,  that  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  be  present  at 
the  conferring  of  the  degrees  to-day,  he  would  find  very  little  to  object 
to  in  the  work  of  his  successors.  The  system  underwent  some  modifi- 
cations (which  were  doubtless  improvements,)  in  its  general  arrangement 
and  adaptation — its  mechanism — soon  after  its  introduction  into  this 
country;  but  in  all  other  respects  it  was  received,  and  has  been  pie- 
served,  especially  in  the  Lodges  of  the  older  jurisdictions,  essentially, 
as  it  came  from  the  original  source  of  all  our  Craft  Masonry.  In  many 
parts  of  the  country  it  has  hitherto  had  to  contend  against  the  corrupt- 
ing influences  of  ignorant  itinerant  lecturers  and  spurious  publications ; 
but  it  is  believed  that  an  efifectual  check  has  been  put  to  this  class  of 
dangerous  evils,  and  that  they  will  hereafter  be  treated  as  they  deserve. 
If  so,  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  be  able  to  preserve  the  ritual,  and 
transmit  it  to  our  successors,  in  something  like  its  original  pufity,  but 
not  otherwise."  We  have,  then,  added  to  Gleason's  own  assertion  as  to 
his  knowledge  of  Preston's  **  estimable  system  of  improvements,"  the 
statement  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  reliable  Masons  in  this 
country,  that  Webb  had  **  the  Prestonian  system  of  work  and  lectures," 
and  that  the  labor  of  promulgating  them  *'  mainly  devolved  on  Brother 
Gleason."  And  I  am  wholly  content  to  let  that  evidence  stand  as  my 
authority  and  justification  against  the  remarks  of  a  reviewer  who  ac- 
cuses me  of  "  talking  in  a  careless  strain  "  when  I  maintain  that  these 
lectures  exist  in  the  United  States. 

Our  Grand  Lecturer,  has  compared,  with  critical  care,  my  copy  of  the 
Preston  with  that  of  the  Gleason  Lectures.  I  have  not  had  sufficient 
leisure  since  the  former  has  been  in  my  possession,  to  compare  them,  as 
fully  as  I  design  to  do  hereafter.  The  Preston  Lectures  are  very 
lengthy,  and  if  written  out  in  full,  the  Grand  Lecturer  thinks  they 
would  cover  nearly  one  hundred  pages  of  foolscap* paper.  He  thinks 
them  wholly  too  long  for  ordinary  use,  and  that  if  all  Masons  were  re- 
quired to  commit  them  in  extenso,  it  would  be  a  task  which  very  few 
would  successfully  accomplish ;  and  so  fttr  as  my  own  examination  has 
gone,  I  entertain  the  same  opinion.  The  Grand  Lecturer  also  entertains 
the  opinion  that  Webb  has  preserved,  in  the  abridgment  and  new  ar- 
rangement of  them,  all  that  was  substantially  of  practical  value,  and 
that  the  language  used  by  him  is  preferable  to  much  that  was  used  by 
Preston. 
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I  regret  to  say,  that  in  the  criticism  of  which  I  have  spoken,  tiiere 
appears  a  most  palpable  intention  to  nndervalue  aU  the  lectures  of  Ma- 
sonry. The  believers  in  the  importance  of  preserving  the  lectures 
intact  are  sneered  at;  called  "patiot  Masons,"  who,  taken  off  the 
*'  beaten  path,"  know  '*  nothing  at  all  of  Masonry,  of  its  history,  its 
philosophy,  or  its  symbolism."  And  we  are  dismissed  with  the  cool 
remark — "  Let  us  talk  more,  therefore,  of  the  philosophy  of  Masoniy, 
and  something  less  of  the  Lectures  of  Webb,"  and  as  opposed  to  the 
idea  of  the  importance  of  the  Lectures,  we  are  called  on,  "  in  Heaven's 
name,  to  inaugurate  a  new  era." 

This  is,  at  least,  sufficiently  cool  for  a  teacher  of  Freemasonry. 

**  Inaugurate  a  new  era."  That  is  the  idea  precisely.  Some  of  us 
ignorant  Masons  had  supposed  that,  at  least,  some  portion  of  our. 
Masonic  '*  history,  philosophy,  and  symbolism,"  was  mggeited  in  our 
Lectures.  Our  **  history  " — ^written  and  unwritten — ^the  "  philosophy  " 
of  our  system,  and  something  of  our  ''  symbolism,"  were  imagined  to 
be  secuve  in  the  past.  But  a  *'  new  era."  .  ^bout  what?  Can  our 
** history  ^^  be  changed;  can  our  *' philosophy*^  be  changed?  Not  a 
million  of  critics,  however  distinguished,  can  brush  the  first  particle  of 
consecrated  dust  from  either.  '*  There  they  stand,  and  there  they  will 
stand  forever — unshaken  by  the  tests  of  human  scrutiny,  of  talents  and 
of  time." 


The  Hand. — ^The  elegant  lecture  in  the  first  Symbolic  degree,  rela- 
tive to  the  hand^  in  its  application  to  Masonry,  will  recur  to  every 
Brother,  whose  eye  catches  this  title.  The  hand  conveys  what  the  heart 
prompts.  The  hand  is  the  carrier  of  the  heart's  message,  and  a  fiiith- 
ful  Mercury  it  is.  The  hand  is  the  Senior  Deacon  of  the  heart.  Hear 
what  the  celebrated  Montaigne  says  of  the  hand : 

*'  With  the  hand  we  demand,  we  promise,  we  call,  dismiss,  threaten, 
entreat,  supplicate,  deny,  refuse,  interrogate,  admire,  reckon,  ooniess, 
repent,  express  doubt ;  we  instruct,  command,  unite,  encourage,  swear, 
testify,  accuse,  condemn,  acquit,  insult,  despise^  defy,  disdain,  flatter, 
applaud,  bless,  abuse,  ridicule,  reconcile,  recommend,  exalt,  regale, 
gladden,  complain,  afflict,  discomfort,  discourage,  astonish,  exclaim, 
indicate  silence,  and  what  not,  with  a  variety  and  multiplication  that 
keeps  pace  with  the  tongue."  How,  then,  can  any  suppose  that  a  man 
can  be  made  a  Mason  without  a  hand  ?  Both  hands  are  needed  in 
Masonry,  the  left  as  much  as  the  right;  nay,  the  left  before  the  right. 
— iV^  T.  Courier, 
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EXTRACT   FROM   THE   ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  M.  W.,    W.  P. 

MELLEN,  G.  M.  OF  MISSISSIPPI. 


So  long  as  human  nature  is  frail  and  man  imperfect,  occasional  dis- 
turbances in  the  irorld  around  us  may  be  expected ;  nor  can  we  hope, 
that  even  in  <mr  association,  that  we  should  be  wholly  exempt;  though, 
with  our  machinery,  and  with  competent  Masters  to  preside  over  the 
work,  they  need  scarcely  to  be  known,  nor  exist  for  any  lengthened 
period.  Probably  at  no  time  in  our  history,  when  numbers  are  con- 
sidered, has  there  been  more  harmony  in  the  Craft,  greater  prosperity, 
more  enlightened  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  our  work,  or  as  profound  a 
knowledge  of  the  duties  and  mission  of  Freemasonry.  Shall  we  not 
add,  that  the  good  effected,  in  the  promotion  of  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
has  been  proportionally  great  ? 

All  danger  to  our  Institution  is  to  be  found  in  the  interior  of  the 
Lodge.  It  is  not  the  Anti-Mason  who  places  our  temple  in  jeopardy. 
Onr  walls  can  stand  the  assaults  of  the  foe,  but  not  the  undermining 
of  our  own  people — those  who  give  a  character  and  a  mission  to  Free- 
masonry unknown  to  our  ancient  Brethren,  and  who  would  introduce, 
with  their  new  doctrines,  new  organizations  and  new  forms  of  govern- 
ment. Either  would  be  £ital  to  the  Lodge,  how  beautiful  and  attractive 
soever  it  may  appear  at  the  moment.  Nothing  has  preserved  Free- 
masonry for  so  many  centuries,  but  its  perfect  universality  of  doctrine, 
with  its  peculiarity  of  discipline,  while  the  whole  has  been  completely 
subjective  to  the  moral  law.  It  teaches  nothing  contrary  to  the  unity 
of  both  minds  and  hearts.  So  long  as  it  maintains  this  character  it 
lives ;  when  this  ceasos,  it  dies,  and  our  eyes  will  never  again  behold 
the  glory  of  this  first  temple ! 

Genuine  Freemasonry  denounces  Atheism,  but  never  attacks  any 
form  of  religious  faith  or  civil  government,  nor  does  it  exhibit  any 
preference  for  either ;  yet  we  are  reminded  that,  under  some  governments, 
in  the  influence  of  the  Eoman  Catholic  Church,  we  are  forbidden  to 
exercise  our  Craft.  This  was  the  unfortunate,  if  not  the  necessary 
result,  of  the  secret  political  societies  of  Europe  cloaking  themselves 
under  the  name,  and,  sometimes,  wearing  even  the  livery  of  Freema- 
sons, wnile  possessing  none  of  the  attributes  of  our  Order. 

We  fully  recognize  the  right  of  the  Church  of  Home,  as  we  claim  for 
ourselves,  and  which  is  inherent  in  every  association,  to  receive  into  its 
communion,  or  to  reject  therefrom,  whom  it  pleases,  according  to  its 
own  rules  and  regulations.    If  the  ban  of  that  church,  or  other  society, 
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should  fall  at  any  time  upon  one  of  our  initiates,  who  may  be  a  mem- 
ber of  it,  we  might  regret  that  it  should  be  so,  but  we  have  no  right  to 
complain.  It  is  the  individual  who  is  wrong,  in  giving  his  allegiance 
to  two  associations  at  the  same  time.  *'  He  cannot  serve  two  masters," 
and  should  leave  the  one  or  the  other,  when  that  allegiance  conflicts ; 
for  no  man  can  remain  in  such  a  position  and  maintain  his  integrity ; 
and  no  true  Mason  will  attempt  it ;  for  he  must,  necessarily,  be  fidbe 
to  the  one  or  the  other. 

There  are,  also,  in  our  own  country,  other  secret  societies  besides 
the  Masonic,  of  high  character,  and  whose  objects  are  most  praise- 
worthy ;  yet  I  look  upon  it  as  exceedingly  dangerous  for  a  oonscientions 
man,  who  is  a  member  of  one  secret  society,  to  join  another ;  because 
he  can  have  no  assurance  that  he  is  not  assuming  a  conflict  of  duties, 
to  say  nothing  about  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of  one  individual 
being  able  to  bear  the  burthen  of  his  accumulated  obligations  resulting 
therefrom.  The  confusion  of  mind  relating  to  the  different  laws,  usa- 
ges, and  even  ceremonies,  is  a  minor,  but  still  a  considerable  evil.  I 
do  not  think  that  those  who  have  hastened  to  take  upon  themselves 
new  and  important  duties,  have  generally  been  remarkable  for  the  per- 
formance of  those  first  assumed  in  another  society ;  though  this  doubt- 
less has  its  exceptions.  It  has  long  been  my  opinion,  strengthened  by 
recent  events,  that  we  should  do  all  that  we  can,  consistently  with  our 
rules,  to  discourage  this  fondness  for  affiliation  in  every  secret  associa- 
tion. If  we  discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  member,  according  to  die 
theory  of  either  of  them,  we  will  perform  more  than  usually  falls  to 
the  lot  of  mortals,  and  we  may  well  be  content,  in  such  case,  with  the 
good  which  we  have  done.  Undertaking  much  and  performing  little, 
is  not  consistent  with  the  integrity  of  the  true  man  and  Mason. 

In  connection  with  the  idea  of  mixing  rites  and  ceremonies  of  differ^ 
ent  societies,  I  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice,  for  a  record  of  your  con- 
demnation, that  Masonry  may  not  suffer  for  that  for  which  Masonry  is 
not  responsible,  but  has  been  foisted  upon  it  at  least  in  one  Lodge,  not, 
however,  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  without;  authority  in  any.  In  all 
the  history  of  Freemasonry,  either  written  or  traditional,  a  like  occur- 
rence has  not  taken  place  before  in  a  York  Lodge.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  &ct,  but  presume  from  circumstances  and  the  character  of  the 
ceremony,  that  it  had  its  origin  in  Paris,  during  the  so-called  "  Beign 
of  Reason."  I  allude  to  the  ceremonies  in  a  Lodge  in  New  Orleans, 
of  a  Masonic  baptism,  or,  as  entitled,  **  the  baptism  of  the  adoption  of 
Lutons,"  or  the  sons  of  Masons.    It  appears  to  be  a  kind  of  travestie 
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of  the  Ohrktian's  ordinanoe,  bat  di£bring  in  form — the  boy  dipping  his 
left  hand  into  the  am.  Althoagh  I  ooold  not  believe  that  oar  Brethren 
in  New  Orleans  meant  any  disrespect  to  the  Chorch,  I  ooold  bat  feel 
shocked  in  reading  the  newspaper  acooont  of  this  transaction. 

Ther6  is  another  danger  to  Freemasonry.  Oar  Lodges  are  not 
always  well  tiled.  I  do  not  mean  only,  that  the  anworthy  find  admifl> 
sion,  bat  that  too  moeh  goes  oat  of  the  Lodge.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry  were  nearly  lost  among  rabbish— ft 
kind  of  low  twelve  in  its  history — ^for  the  want  of  an  intelligent  me- 
dium for  its  traditions.  Oar^  Masonic  writers  and  periodical  publica- 
tions, have  been  of  inestimable  service  in  bringing  to  light  and  eluci- 
dating many  secrets,  valaable  to  the  Craft,  which  had  been  long  hidden 
ftom  Masonic  eyes  ;  bat,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  good  withoat  some 
attending  evil,  too  much  has  been  written  and  too  plainly.  The  worst 
is,  that  oar  complaint  is  against  some  of  oar  ablest  writers  and  most 
distingaished  Masons.  They  do  not  appear  to  anderstand  the  necesmty, 
or  the  art,  of  writing  under  a  vail ;  or,  in  a  way  that  all  may  be  con- 
cealed from  the  pablic  eye,  while  clear  to  the  initiate.  I  think  they 
underrate  both  the  intelligence  of  the  public  and  of  the  Fraternity.  I 
know  of  no  remedy  for  this  by  legisktion. 


■•  •♦•  f 


Served  him  Eight. — Toscarawas  Lodge  No.  59,  at  Canal  Dover, 

Ohio,  believing  that, 

*'  A  man  who  would  Uj  hands  apon  a  woman,  save  in 

the  way  of  kindness. 
Is  a  wretxih,  whom  'twere  flattery  to  call  a  coward ! " 

expelled  one  of  its  members,  named   Good^  (evidently  a  misnomer,) 

for  beating  his  wife  with  a  **  white-wash  brush."    This  worse  than 

coward,  this   Gw>d  for  nothing,  appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a 

reversal  of  the  sentence,  but  that  M.  W.  body  endorsed  the  action  of 

its  subordinate,  as  eminently  right  and  proper.     They  ought,  in  our 

opinion,  to  have  gone  further,  and  kicked  the  dirty  fellow  out.     He  is 

worse  than  a  dog,  for  even  a  male  canine  never  lays  his  paws  upon  a 

female,  "  savo  in  the  way  of  kindness  "  and  connubial  afiection.    We 

present  him  with  an  original  epitaph  iox  his  tomb : 

Here  lies  a  man  by  passion  led, 

Who  often  panch'd  his  poor  wife's  head; 

For  every  blow  his  wife  he  gave, 

Satan  will  pnnch  the  scarry  knave.— ^.  Y,  Courier, 

29 — VOL.  V.     NO.  X. 
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"SOBRO.W    LODGE,"    AT    WASHINGTON. 


On  the  eyening  of  the  80th  Mareh,  says  the  correspondent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer,  good  people  who  were  abroad  had  fears  that  the 
* '  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle  "  had  invaded  the  metropolis.  Stalwart 
men  were  to  be  seen,  wearing  various  insignia,  but  all  armed  with  swords. 
About  8  o'clock  a  long  procession  came  up  the  avenue,  and  it  then  leaked 
out  that  the  Freemasons  were  performing  funeral  rites  in  honor  of  Gen. 
Quitman,  who  was  a  Sovereign  Inspector-General  of  the  thirty-third 
and  last  degree. 

His  comrades  in  the  Supreme  Council  (of  the  Southern  jurisdiction,) 
held  this  *'  Sorrow  Lodge."  It  was  opened  in  the  Master  Mason's 
degree,  and  thus  when  the  procession  filed  into  the  Unitarian  Church, 
the  regalia  of  all  the  various  grades  were  seen,  from  the  gorgeous  ap- 
parel of  the  Knights  Kadosh  and  Rose  Croix  to  the  plain  aprons  of  the 
Blue  Lodges.  A  finer  display  of  the  different  descriptions  of  regalia 
was  probably  never  seen  by  the  astounded  outsiders,  who  found  them- 
selves designated  as  ''  profiines." 

A.  G-.  Maokey,  of  South  Carolina,  was  Venerable  Master ;  0.  M. 
Hillyer,  of  Mississippi,  Senior  Warden ;  Chancellor  Soott,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Junior  Warden ;  Luke  E.  Barber,  of  Arkansas,  Senior  Deacon ; 
J.  C.  Pierson,  of  Minnesota,  Junior  Deacon ;  Rev.  Mr.  Haley,  Chap- 
lain. With  them  in  the  ''East"  sat  Vice-President  Breckenridge, 
and  about  a  dozen  of  the  thirty-third  degree. 

The  church  was  decked  in  black,  and  before  the  Venerable  Master *s 
chair  was  a  coffin,  on  which  was  a  General's  sword,  a  Masonic  collar, 
gloves  and  apron,  the  square,  compasses,  and  a  red  rose.  Around  the 
coffin  burned  three  black  tapers. 

The  ritual  was  impressive,  especially  the  part  where  the  three  lights 
were  successively  extinguished.  Later  in  the  evening  they  were  re-lit, 
showing  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  The  '*  grand  honors "  were 
given  around  the  coffin  by  twenty-seven  selected  Brothers,  standing 
under  the  sign  of  the  **  Good  Shepherd."  An  able  oration  was  deliv- 
ered by  Albert  Pike,  of  Arkansas. 

To-day  the  Masonic  visitors  have  gone  to  Mount  Vernon,  under 
escort  of  the  Knight  Templars  of  this  city. — N,  T.  Courier. 


>^—m 


[EF^  *'  The  man  of  understanding  finds  almost  everything  ridiculous ; 
the  man  of  thought  scarcely  anything." —  Goethe. 
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EXTRACT   FROM  THE  ADDRESS  OF  M.  E.  J.  Q.  A.  FELLOWS, 

G.  H.  P.  OF  LOUISIANA. 


Thb  two  great  objects  of  the  institatioD  of  Freemasonry  in  all  its 
branches,  are  the  inculcating  of  correct  moral  principles  hy  our  forme 
and  ceremonies,  and  the  practice  of  the  duties  of  benevolence  and 
etutrity.  All  the  essential  principles  are  found  in  the  three  first 
degrees,  in  the  Blue  Lodge  organization,  and  it  is  through  that  organi- 
sation that  nearly  all  our  acts  of  benevolence  and  charity,  except  those 
of  individuals,  are  performed.  The  question  then  recurs,  why  not 
make  those  organisations — ^the  Lodges — the  sole  administrators,  per- 
formers of  those  acts  ?  and  confine  the  duties  of  the  higher  organiza- 
tions, and  especially  the  Chapters,  to  the  duty  of  explaining  and  exem- 
plifying the  moral  teachings  of  the  Order,  as  is  done  in  the  ceremonies 
of  the  several  degrees  ? 

I  am  decidedly  in  favor,  as  best  subserving  the  interests  of  the 
Order,  of  adopting  such  measures  as  shall  bring  about  this  result ;  and 
to  accomplish  this,  I  fiivor  the  abolition  of  all  dues  from  the  Craft  except 
to  the  Blue  Lodge.  Make  the  fees  for  the  degrees,  all  of  whatever 
Kite  or  organization  above  the  third,  sufficient  for  all  future  wants,  if 
not  already  sufficient,  and  let  each  body  support  itself  out  of  those 
fees,  and  let  the  Orand  Chapter,  Council,  Encampment  or  Consistoiy, 
take  a  certain  per  centage  of  those  fees  for  their  support,  and  limit  their 
expenses  accordingly.  If  more  should  be  wanted,  increase  the  per 
centage^  or  the  fees,  which  would  produce  the  same  result,  and  trust  to 
the  necessity  of  the  case,  in  a  call  upon  the  Subordinates  for  material 
aid. 

All  of  us  are  willing  to  contribute  to  the  extent  of  our  means  to  the 
charity  fund  of  the  Order,  but  many  worthy  Masons  are  deterred  from 
receiving  the  higher  degrees,  and  lose  the  benefit  of  the  instruction 
afibrded  by  their  ceremonies,  not  from  the  amount  of  the  first  invest- 
ment as  fees,  but  from  the  continual  anticipated  drain  upon  them,  what- 
ever their  subsequent  fortunes  may  be,  in  the  shape  of  dues  and  assess- 
ments. A  Master  Mason  can  contribute  fifty  cents  or  a  dollar  per 
month  to  his  Lodge  without  serious  inconvenience,  and  privately  afford 
such  assistance  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  may  require  and  his 
means  may  permit ;  but  when,  in  addition  to  this,  as  he  advances  in  the 
higher  degrees,  besides  the  requisite  fee,  there  is  required  of  him  dues 
to  his  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  to  his  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters, to  his  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  to  his  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
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tion,  Coanoil  of  Prinoee  of  Jeroaalem,  Chapter  of  Boee  Croix,  Conn- 
cil  of  Kadosh,  and  Qrand  CoDmatoiy,  tbe  amount  becomes  alanning, 
and  in  most  instances,  too  great  to  be  borne. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Qrand  Cooncil  of  Boyal  and  Select  Mas- 
ters for  Louisiana,  this  principle  of  exemption  firom  dues  was  first 
adopted  and  it  works  admirably.  The  fees  for  the  degrees  are  fixed, 
and  when  once  paid  and  the  degrees  received,  there  is  an  end  to  all 
further  contributions  in  the  shape  of  dues  or  fees  in  that  quarter,  the 
Grand  Council  being  amply  supported  by  &per  center  of  the  fees. 
Thus  each  Subordinate  pays  according  to  the  Work  it  performs,  and  it 
and  the  Orand  Council  limit  their  current  expenses  accordingly. 

Let  this  be  so  in  the  Chapter  organization,  (and  in  all  others  fi)r 
that  matter  above  the  Blue  Lodge),  and  more  and  better  Work  would 
be  done,  and  something  besides  a  mere  money  interest  would  prevail  in 
our  Councils.  Now,  the  Grand  Chapter  takes  as  dues,  one  dollar  for 
each  degree  conferred  and  one  dollar  for  each  member.  Let  the  regu- 
lation be  changed  so  as  to  abolish  the  charge  upon  membership  and 
confine  its  dues  to  the  charge  upon  the  fees.  With  the  fee  as  at  present 
in  the  city — ^fifty  dollars— -ten  dollars  each  for  the  Mark,  Past  and  Most 
Excellent,  and  twenty  for  the  Royal  Arch,  the  Ghrand  Chapter  could 
charge  ten  per  cent.,  that  is,  one  dollar  for  each  of  the  three  first  named 
and  two  for  the  last.  With  this  regulation  the  Chapters  could  safely 
abolish  all  dues,  and  confining  their  action  to  the  proper  conferring  of 
degrees,  have  a  much  greater  prosperity  and  better  accomplish  the  ends 
of  the  Institution. 

I  cannot,  on  the  present  occasion,  do  more  than  throw  out  the  sug^ 
gestion,  and,  without  wbhing  my  figures  taken  as  the  standard,  urge 
upon  you  the  candid  and  careful  consideration  of  the  subject  By  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  change  I  feel  certain  that  the  members  in  our 
Chapters  would  be  increased  ^  the  aeeestian  of  those  toe  tootdd  wish 
to  see  under  the  Royai  Arch,  now  kept  back  only  by  a  prudent  fear 
of  future  assessments ;  and  many,  whose  misfortunes  have  compelled 
them  to  leave  us,  would  return  and  take  part  in  our  ceremonies,  when 
the  burdens  imposed  upon  their  membership  shall  have  been  relieved. 


>♦.  ^ 


Q^  *'  The  greatest  obstacle  to  being  heroic,  is  the  doubt  whether  one 
may  not  be  going  to  prove  one's  self  a  fool ;  the  truest  heroism  is,  to 
resist  the  doubt ;  and  the  profoundest  wisdom,  to  know  when  it  ought 
to  be  resisted,  and  when  to  be  obeyed."— JSnr^Aom^. 
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THE    TEMPLAR'S    UNIFOBM.* 


VS  S9fyn  n.  ZiiMnn,  9.  fTrtts.  0.  %,  S.  Z. 

Haying  been  requested  by  Yarious  Sir  Knights  througboat  the  juris- 
diction of  our  Ghrand  Encampment  to  giYe  them  the  reasons  for  the 
change  in  color  fix)m  black  to  irhite,  and  the  form  of  the  costume  adopted 
last  September  in  Chicago,  I  take  this  method  of  giving  an  answer, 
through  the  kindness  of  Sir  Knight  Morris,  that  will,  I  trust,  not  only 
reach  my  special  correspondents,  but  many  other  Knights  equally  inte^ 
ested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  our  Yaliant  and  magnanimous 
Order.  It  will  be  understood  that  the  opinions  advanced  are  my  own, 
for  which  I  am  responsible,  and  that  although  the  Orand  Encampment 
in  adopting  the  uniform  recommended  by  me,  substantially  adopted  the 
ideas  upon  which  it  was  based,  still  there  is,  as  I  understand  it,  no  one 
now  competent  to  speak  for  the  body  save  our  M.  E.  and  courteous 
Grand  Master,  Sir  B.  B.  French.  I  will  also  say  that  if  any  Sir 
Knight  has  investigated  the  history  of  the  Order  more  carefully  than  I 
haYe,  and  can  show  that  I  am  in  error,  there  is  no  one  who  will  more 
readily  or  cheerfully  acknowledge  that  error  than  the  writer. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  state  in  the  beginning,  that  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Order  in  this  country,  its  clothing  or  uniform  has  been  black. 
For  this  the  reason  has  been  ordinarily  assigned,  that  it  was  in  token 
of  our  grief  for  the  martyrdom  of  De  Molay.  That  those  Knights  who 
survived  the  dignity  and  commanding  influence  of  the  once  mighty 
Order — ^who  in  secret  and  by-places  wept  the  untimely  and  cruel  death 
of  De  Molay  and  his  illustrious  companions — had  abundant  cause  for 
grief,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  it  is  questionable  whether  that  grief, 
absorbing  as  it  must  have  been,  would  have  swept  from  their  remem- 
brance, that  to  put  off  the  white  and  assume  the  black  was  not  only  to 
violate  their  own  statutes  and  regulations,  but  to  descend  from  the  dig- 
nity of  Knights  to  the  meaner  capacity  of  esquires  and  serving  breth- 
ren ;  to  make  null  and  void  the  fair  symbolism  of  the  white  mantle,  as 
a  type  of  that  purity  of  soul  and  rectitude  of  intentions  which  had 
been  the  support  of  their  Grand  Master  under  the  anathemas  of  his 
enemies,  and  the  cruel  torture  of  the  fire  by  which  he  was  consumed. 
This  reason,  then,  is  just  no  reason  at  all ;  the  true  one  is,  that  Tem- 
plary  received  its  first  impetus  in  North  America  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite :  one  of  the 
earliest  Grand  Encampments,  that  of  New  York,  having  been  consti- 
tuted by  the  Grand  Council,  on  the  Scottish  Rite  principle,  which  cre- 

•  from  tli«  Yoiee  of  Huoiuy. 
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ates  gOYeming  powers  and  then  allows  them  to  establish  sabordiDatefr— 
precisely  the  reverse  of  the  American  system,  requiring  the  foundation 
of  subordinates  as  a  primary  necessity  to  the  establishment  of  Grand 
bodies  to  govern  them.  Now  the  degree  of  E^adosh,  the  30^  of  Uie 
Scottish  series,  is  essentially  a  Templar  degree.  In  it  are  rehearsed 
the  story  of  De  Molay's  martyrdom,  and  a  fanciful  legend  that  the 
Knights  of  Paris  annually  celebrate  their  sorrow  for  his  death  by  going 
in  procession  around  the  equestrian  statue  of  Henry  IV.,  supposed  to 
stand  on  the  spot  where  the  Grand  Master  was  sacrificed.  The  scarf 
or  sash  of  this  degree  is  black,  edged  with  silver — at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  attached  a  poignard — precisely  the  sash  worn  by  Templars  till 
within  a  few  years  the  passion  for  display  gained  the  ascendancy,  espe- 
cially among  the  younger  members  of  the  Order,  and  immense  quanti- 
ties of  meaningless  embroidery,  fringe,  jewels,  etc.,  were  added,  in 
proportion  to  the  taste  (?)  or  means  of  the  wearer.  This  is  what  many 
well-intentioned  Sir  Knights  call  the  old  uniform,  just  as  they  cling  to 
the  term  Encampment,  unknown  to  the  original  Templars. 

I  confess  to  an  abiding  veneration  for  that  which  has  been  sanctioned 
by  long  use  and  acknowledgment,  but  I  want  the  antiquity  which  I  am 
to  admire  to  go  back  to  the  begiiming.  If  the  Knights  of  K — ^H 
choose  to  array  themselves  in  black  as  a  symbol  of  mourning,  that  is 
their  affair,  but  it  afibrds  no  reason  why  our  Order,  whiph  openly  as- 
sumes the  name  of  Templars,  should  not  go  to  the  original  source  for 
its  information.  With  the  reader's  permission  the  inquiry  will  now  he 
pursued  in  that  direction. 

The  Order  of  Hospitallers,  or  Knights  of  St  John  of  Jemsalem, 
commenced  about  the  eleventh  century,  their  duties  bemg  confined,  as 
indicated  by  their  title,  to  the  sick  and  wounded.  When  Baymond 
De  Puis  joined  them,  they  were  constituted  a  military  Order ;  he  was 
elected  Grand  Master,  and  they  assumed  a  black  habit  with  a  white 
cross  of  eight  points  on  the  shoulder.  From  this  Order  sprang  that  of 
the  Templars,  who,  in  the  beginning,  were  too  poor  1p  have  anything  in 
the  way  of  distinction,  but  with  the  spread  of  their  fame  came  accessions 
to  their  ranks,  and  their  coffers  were  bountifully  filled.  The  Pope  con- 
firmed their  organization,  and  to  distinguish  them  from  the  brethren  of 
the  Hospital,  gave  them  a  white  hahit^  and  in  1146  directed  them  to 
wear  a  red  cross  on  the  breast ;  the  white  mantle  being  typical  of  the 
purity  of  their  lives  and  professions,  and  the  cross  a  symbol  of  the 
martyrdom  to  which  they  were  constantly  exposed.  Previous  to  this, 
the  Council  of  Troyes  (1128)  had,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Abbot  of 
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Olairyaax,  giving  them  a  rule  embracing  directions  for  their  manner  of 
living,  and  specifying  their  dress.  Dapny,  in  his  history  of  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Templars,  gives  this  rule  in  extenso.  It  is  composed 
of  seventy-two  articles,  fix)m  which  I  take  Addison's  translation  of  the 
following : 

"  XX.  .  .  To  all  the  professed  Knights,  both  in  winter  and 
summer,  we  give,  if  they  can  be  procured,  tohtte  garments,  that  those 
who  have  cast  behind  them  a  dark  life  may  know  that  they  are  to  com- 
mend themselves  to  their  Creator  by  a  pure  and  white  life.  For  what 
is  whiteness  but  perfect  chastity,  and  chastity  is  the  security  of  the  soul 
and  the  health  of  the  body.  And  unless  every  Knight  shall  continue 
chaste,  he  shall  not  come  to  perpetual  rest,  nor  see  God,  as  the  Apostle 
Paul  witnesseth.  Follow  after  peace  with  all  men,  and  chastity,  with- 
out which  no  man  shaU  see  God. 

"  XXXI.  .  .  Let  all  the  esquires  and  retainers  be  clothed  in 
Hack  garments ;  but  if  such  cannot  be  found,  let  them  have  what  can 
be  procured  in  the  province  where  they  live,  so  that  they  be  of  one  color 
ana  such  as  is  of  a  meaner  character,  viz.,  brown. 

"XXXIT.  It  is  granted  to   none  to  wear  white  habits, 

or  to  have  vfkite  mantles,    excepting  the   above   named  Knights  of 
Christ." 

Portal,  in  his  essay  on  Egyptian  symbols,  says :  '*  The  significations 
given  in  Hebrew  to  the  color  white,  designate  purity,  candor,  nobility, 
the  noble,  the  pure,  the  white,  to  be  white ;  to  purge  one's  self  of  sin." 
Now  if  the  Knightly  reader  will  refer  to  the  ritual  of  our  Order,  he 
will  see  at  once  the  propriety  of  the  white  vestment  as  typical  of  that 
new  life  so  eloquently  set  ferth  therein.  But  to  continue :  Dupuy  and 
Addison,  in  their  histories  of  the  Order,  Zacconi,  in  his  history  of  secret 
societies,  and  Clavel,  in  his  "  Histoire  Pittoresque,"  all  give  illustra- 
tions of  the  costume,  in  all  of  which  it  is  white.  Thory,  in  his  '*  Acta 
Latomorum,"  describes  it  as  of  white  woolen  stuff. 

The  Scotoh  and  English  Templars  wear  a  white  tunic,  reaching  to 
the  knees,  and  a  white  mantle  reaching  to  the  knees  in  front,  and  taper- 
ing away  to  the  ancle  behind. 

Herein  may  be  found  sufficient  reason  for  the  white :  the  black  intro- 
duced in  our  uniform  has  reference  to  the  battle-flag  of  the  Order, 
which  was  of  black  and  white,  signifying  that  the  Templars  were  black 
and  terrible  to  the  Saracens,  but  white  and  feir  to  the  Christians.  The 
red  belt  worn  around  the  waist  is  found  in  all  the  illustrations  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  have  several  printed  in  colors,  and  I  have  also  seen  one  in 
a  very  splendid  work  on  the  costumes  of  the  middle  ages.  The  arms  of 
Hugh  de  Payens  were  gules,  or  red  on  a  white  field. 
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Objection  has  been  made  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  uniform  to  de- 
note our  connection  with  the  institution  of  Freemasonry.  To  this  I 
answer  that  the  acknowledgment  of  Masoniy  as  a  basis  of  and  a  pre- 
requisite for  admission  into  our  Order  is  amply  set  forth  in  the  ritual, 
and  that  ought  to  be  sufficient  without  the  display  of  emblems  peculiar 
to  the  symbolic  degrees*  The  true  eymbol  of  a  Templar  is  the  white 
vestment. 

My  illustrious  friend  and  Brother,  Dr.  Maokey,  objects  to  the  apron 
being  left  off,  and  though  it  is  not  a  light  matter  to  di£for  publicly  from 
one  who  has  so  just  a  claim  to  be  considered  authority  on  all  matten 
connected  with  Masonry,  still  I  retain  my  opinion  that  the  apron  is  no 
part  of  a  military  uniform.  The  true  symbolism  of  the  apron  is  in  its 
color  and  material,  white  lambskin,  typical  of  that  rectitude  of  lifo  and 
conduct  so  essentially  necessary  to  those  who  seek  admission  into  the 
celestial  Lodge  above^  which  is  precisely  the  idea  set  forth  by  the  iriiite 
vestment  of  the  Temple.  The  moment  you  change  the  color  of  the 
apron,  or  cover  it  with  frippery,  you  destry  its  pure  mirfiu»,  and  effkoe  the 
beautiful  moral  it  is  intended  to  convey.  Again,  the  apron  is  the  sym- 
bol of  labor,  and  the  idea  of  labor  has  no  place  in  the  Temple  system. 
The  Templars  were  soldiers,  not  workmen ;  they  were  the  most  expert 
swordsmen,  and  the  best  riders  in  Christendom,  but  they  did  not  work 
at  the  Temple— -they  defended  those  who  journeyed  thither  to  offer  up 
their  devotions.  Those  who  join  our  ranks  have  worn  the  apron  in 
their  previous  labors,  but  when  they  assume  the  vows  of  our  Order 
they  are  to  wield  their  swords  as  Knights  in  defense  of  the  destitute, 
the  helpless,  the  innocent,  and  the  Christian  religion,  and  for  this  mis- 
sion the  apron  is  not  needed ;  nay,  more,  it  is  entirely  out  of  place. 

It  is  supposed  by  many  that  when  the  Order  was  politically  destroyed 
by  Philip  the  Fair,  the  few  remaining  Knights  incorporated  themselves 
with  the  Masonic  institution,  but  this  is  not  warranted  by  the  focts. 
Numbers  of  them  undoubtedly  thus  affiliated,  but  a  greater  number  never 
lost  their  original  identity.  Sutherlaild,  in  his  "  Achievements  of  the 
Knights  of  Malta,"  says :  '*  The  number  of  Knights  Temjdar  in 
Christendom  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Order  was  about 
fifteen  thousand."  And  again ;  '*  The  Order  is  still  in  vigorous  ezist- 
enee  in  the  chief  cities  of  Europe,  but  the  modem  Templars  affect  no 
titular  rank.  Their  bond  of  union  is,  like  that  of  the  Freemasons, 
mystical,  and  unrecognized  as  that  of  a  legalised  frutemity." 

In  Portugal  they  simply  changed  their  name,  and  the  old  Gomman* 
dery,  or  Encampment,  as  it  is  called,  at  Bath,  another  at  Bristol,  and 
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a  tbird  at  York,  olaim  to  have  deecended  from  the  ori^al  Order,  and 
to  baye  perpetuated  their  ceremonies  and  costume.  I  refer  to  them  as 
a  reason  why  our  nnifbrm  should  be  exolusiTelj  our  own,  and  not  a 
mixture  of  Masoniy,  Templars,  and  Knights  of  Malta.  I  entertain 
no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  qualifications  of  those  who  seek  admis- 
sion among  us,  being  inclined  rather  to  add  to  than  take  from  them, 
bat  when  we  put  on  the  uniferm  of  a  Templar,  I  would  have  it,  as  the 
diplomats  say,  "  pure  and  simple." 

The  spurs  are  an  indispensable  adjunct  of  Knighthood,  and  every 
novitiate  should  be  formally  invested  with  them.  To  quote  the 
language  of  our  own  M.  E.  Grand  Master :  *'  In  ancient  times  the 
sword  was  given  to  the  acolyte — ^but  until  he  had  proved  himself  by 
his  valor  with  that  sword  entitled  to  receive  the  spurs  of  Knighthood, 
until  he  had  earned  them  on  the  field  of  battle,  they  were  not  bound 
upon  his  heels,  and  by  them  alone  was  he  known  as  a  valiant  warrior 
^Inight  Trusting  that  every  candidate  found  worthy  to  be  admitted 
among  us  has  already,  by  his  valor  as  a  Christian  man,  earned  the  spurs 
of  Christian  Knighthood,  they  are  presented  to  him  on  his  admission. 
And  although  we  are  not  expected  to  meet  the  serried  ranks  of  the  In- 
Udel  in  actual  combat,  we  are  expected  to  charge  home  upon  the  wicked- 
ness that  surrounds  us,  and  by  precept  and  example  to  make  our 
fellow  men  better  and  nobler.  The  spurs  are  the  outward  type  of  one 
within  every  Knightly  bosom,  urging  us  onward  in  the  Christian  war- 
fere  against  sin,  and  exciting  us  to  perform  that  '  Will  of  Qod. '  which 
we  believe  shall  eventually  insure  the  triumph  of  Christianity  through- 
out the  world."  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  so  fer  from  being  a 
meaningless  addition  to  the  uniform,  they  on  the  contrary  inculcate  one 
of  the  loftiest  phases  of  Christian  chivalry — an  element  of  character  as 
perceptible  among  the  men  of  the  present  day  as  among  those  who 
toiled  over  the  burning  sands  of  Palestine  to  beleaguer  the  Holy  City, 
but  it  is  seen,  not  so  much  in  the  "  pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious 
war,"  as  in  the  warm  hearts  of  good  men  unobtrusively  teaching  the 
doctrines  of  a  Divine  Master,  and  exemplifying  them  in  their  daily 
walk  and  conversation. 

If,  then,  we  bear  the  name  of  Templars,  whose  lances  were  set  in 
rest,  whose  maiden  swords  were  fieshed  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed — 
whose  brilliant  feats,  whose  heroic  endurance  and  tireless  perseverance 
shed  a  halo  of  glory  around  the  name,  we  ought  with  equal  pride  to 
wear  their  distinguishing  insignia,  and  let  our  beauseant  float  over  an 
army  proud  to  acknowledge  themselves  Templars. 
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Sir  Knights  wbo  haye  followed  me  thos  hr,  will,  I  trofit,  pardon  me 
the  suggestion  that  the  full  nnifbrm,  as  described  in  the  transactions  at 
Chicago,  was  intended  rather  for  the  asylum  than  the  street.  For  a 
public  parade  the  white  scarf  and  sword,  the  red  waist-belt,  gauntlets, 
and  fatigue  cap  or  chapeau,  as  may  be  preferred,  are  sufficient  YHl^ 
ordinary  care  they  can  be  kept  in  good  order  for  years,  and,  moreoyer, 
can  be  twice  renewed  for  less  money  than  is  charged  for  one  of  the 
black  velvet  embroidered  sashes. 

It  has  also  been  suggested,  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  another  change  may  be  made,  and  a  new  expense  entailed. 
As  I  have  already  said,  I  cannot  speak  for  the  body,  but  we  cannot  be 
wrong  in  assuming  that  what  the  Orand  Encampment  has  taken  so  long 
to  adopt,  it  will  not  lightly  throw  aside ;  besides,  by  1862,  a  majority 
of  the  Sir  Knights  throughout  the  Union  will  have  adopted  the  standard 
uniform,  and  it  is  hardly  a  supposable  case  that  their  representatives 
will  go  to  Memphis  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  another,  or  even 
making  any  material  change.  The  resolution  of  the  Grand  Encamp- 
ment requires  all  delegates,  at  its  next  triennial  conclave,  to  present 
themselves  in  the  uniform;  they,  as  true  and  loyal  Knights,  will 
undoubtedly  comply,  but  will  they  be  likely  to  vote  that  away  and  tiy 
another?  I  think  not,  and  trust  the  fears  entertained  on  that  head  will 
not  prevent  Sir  Knights  from  putting  aside  the  Kadosh  regalia,  and 
equipping  themselves  as  Templara. 


THE    PARTING   ASSURANCE. 


"  Go  from  me.    Yet  I  feel  that  I  shall  stand 

Henceforward  in  thy  shadow.    Nevermore 

Alone  upon  the  threshold  of  my  door 

Of  individual  life,  I  shall  command 

The  uses  of  my  soul,  nor  lift  my  hand 

Serenely  in  the  sunshine  as  before, 

Without  the  sense  of  that  which  I  forebore,  .... 

Thy  touch  upon  the  palm.    The  widest  land 

Doom  takes  to  part  us,  leaves  thj  heart  in  mine 

With  pulses  that  beat  double.    What  I  do, 

And  what  I  dream,  include  thee,  as  the  wine 

Must  taste  of  its  own  grapes.    And  when  I  sue 

God  for  myself,  He  hears  that  name  of  thine, 

And  sees  within  my  eyes,  the  tears  of  two." — Mrs.  Browning. 
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PROCEEDINGS    OF    GRAND    BODIES. 


Grind  Lodge  ov  Alabama. — ^We  find  from  the  published  report 
that  the  Order  in  this  State  is  in  a  healthful  and  prosperous  condition. 
Its  membership  now  reaches  8,093,  of  which  number  1,014  were 
''  raised"  in  1859 — a  remarkably  large  increase.  The  Grand  Master's 
address  is  devoted  mainly  to  local  matters.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed "  N.  A.  Masonic  Congress,"  he  remarks : 

''  While  I  may  not  be  able  to  anticipate  the  realization  of  the  bene- 
fits proposed  by  the  friends  of  this  measure,  through  a  Masonic  body 
without  power  to  enforce  its  decrees,  (for  the  proposed  Congress  does 
'  not  assume  the  exercise  of  any  power  in  the  enforcement  of  its  de- 
crees, except  such  as  may  result  from  the  mere  force  of  opinion,')  and 
while  I  may  not  be  &vorably  impressed  with  the  idea  of  organizing 
Masonic  Conventions  and  Congresses,  with  their  Presidents  and  Vice 
Presidents,  thus  tending  to  modernize,  if  not  to  lose  the  peculiar  and 
distinctive  features  of  Masonry, — ^yet  I  am  not  disposed  to  use  my 
official  position  to  forestall  the  &vorable  consideration  of  this  Grand 
Lodge." 

M.  W.  K.  H.  Ervin,  of  Camden,  was  re-elected  G.  M.,  and  S.  W. 
Daniel  Sayre,  of  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 

It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  notice  the  fact  that  this  Grand 
Lodge  has  a  **  committee  on  work,"  which  reported  fully  on  each  de- 
gree, their  report  being  then  adopted.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan, 
at  its  last  communication,  appointed  a  similar  committee,  and  from  the 
high  Masonic  character  and  intelligence  of  the  Brothers  compoang  it, 
we  have  full  confidence  that  their  important  duty  will  be  adequately 
performed.  The  only  method  by  which  uniformity  can  be  secured  is 
for  the  respective  Grand  Lodges,  after  full  advisement,  to  fix  upon  the 
standard,  and  render  it  imperative  in  their  jurisdiction.  The  subject 
has  already  received  such  liberal  investigation,  and  so  much  light  has 
been  thrown  upon  it,  that  a  committee  of  even  moderate  competency 
can  scarcely  go  far  wrong  after  a  year  of  careful  attention  to  their  duty. 

An  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama 
was  adopted,  which,  as  applicable  to  other  meridians,  we  extract : 

ARTICLE      V. 

"  Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Committee  on  Work,  consisting  of 
five,  to  be  appointed  by  the  M.  W.  G.  Master,  who  shall  hold  office  for 
the  period  of  ten  years,  unless  removed  for  cause.  They  shall  meet 
annually  at  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  on  Thursday  preceding  the  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  Work 
and  Lectures  in  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry,  as  determined  upon 
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and  establbhed  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Chairman  of  said  Committee  to  report  the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  each  Annual  Communication,  on  or  before  the  third  day  thereof; 
and  the  Work  and  Lectures  so  established  and  reported,  shall  be  the 
only  Work  and  Lectures  recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  ererj 
Subordinate  Lodge  under  its  jurisdiction,  shall,  and  is  hereby  required 
to,  conform  to  said  Work  and  Lectures. 

Sbo.  2.  When  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  Committee  on  Woik, 
by  death,  removal,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  M.  W.  0. 
Master,  or  in  the  event  of  his  disability  to  act,  of  the  R.  W.  D.  Gnnd 
Master,  forthwith  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Sec.  3.  Themembersof  the  Committee  on  Work,  provided  they  are 
members  of  a  Subordinate  Lodge,  shall  be  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge ;  and  on  all  questions,  whether  to  be  decided  viva  voce,  or  by 
ballot — except  in  appropriations  of  the  jfunds  of  the  Grand  Lodge — 
shall  have  one  vote  and  no  more. 

Sec.  4.  The  Committee  on  Work  shall  be  paid  their  necessaxy  ex- 
penses in  coming  to,  remaining  at,  and  returning  from  the  Grand  Lodee, 
provided  they  shall  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  this 
Article.'' 

This  is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 


Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jebsey. — M.  W.  Joseph  Trimble,  G.  H., 
offered  the  following  valuable  suggestions : 

**  The  different  Lodges  receiving  their  instruction  from  one  person 
only,  are  thereby  rendered  able  to  work  together  without  creating  con- 
fusion, so  that  a  Lodge  can  call  upon  a  sister  Lodge  for  assistance,  when 
required,  without  fear  that  in  so  doing  they  may  possibly  sufier  from  in- 
ability to  act  together.  Much  benefit  has  been  derived  from  requiring 
a  candidate  to  be  well  informed  in  the  instruction  that  has  been  eom- 
municated  to  him,  previous  to  advancement,  and  in  many  Lodges  the 
result  has  been  such,  that  the  youngest  members  are  sometimes  more 
fully  acquainted  with  the  esoteric  duties,  than  those  who  have  been  in 
the  Order  many  years.  There  is  also  an  important  advantage  derived 
from  the  observance  of  this  rule — it  interposes  delay,  and  affords  time 
for  the  members  of  a  Lodge  to  reflect  upon  the  influence  the  admission 
of  a  candidate  may  have  upon  the  interests  of  the  Order,  and  thus  be- 
comes serviceable  as  an  additional  guard  placed  at  the  door  of  the  Lodge." 

He  concludes  by  considerations  addressed  to  the  intelligence  and 
moral  sense  of  the  Brotherhood,  which  we  cannot  resist  the  inclination 
to  quote  entire. 

"  It  is  essentially  neceasaiy  that  the  officers  and  members  of  all  Lodges 
understand  their  esoteric  duties,  but  at  the  same  time  the  exoteric  should 
not  be  neglected,  otherwise  we  may  lose  the  spirit  of  Masonir  by  at- 
tending altogether  to  the  letter ;  and  thus  the  Institution  which  is  in- 


THE  ASHLAR.  467 

tended  to  promoto  and  encourage  the  growth  of  all  that  is  good  within 
OS,  may  degenerate  into  a  profession  without  pnetice,  either  bringing 
forth  no  fruit  or  producing  evil.  I  would  therdfore  urge  upon  the  Mas- 
ters of  Lodges,  when  time  and  opportunity  offer,  to  lecture  their 
Hrethren  before  closing,  upon  some  part  of  the  duty  which  those  who 
profess  to  be  Masons  owe  to  religion,  to  themselves,  to  the  Lodge,  their 
brethren,  and  to  the  community.  Such  instruction,  delivered  clearly 
and  plainly  by  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  will  have  great  efiect  in  bob- 
taining  the  weak,  encouraging  the  timid,  repressing  the  bold,  and  erad* 
icating  any  vice  that  may  prevail  among  the  members.  Should  the 
Master  from  any  cause  be  unable  to  perform  this  duty,  which  I  conceive 
he  owes  to  those  he  is  called  upon  to  guide  and  govern,  then  I  would 
recommend  the  Lodge  to  appoint  some  experienced  Brother  to  that 
duty ;  and  should  the  busmess  of  the  Lodge  be  so  great  at  its  regular 
meetings  as  to  make  it  inconvenient  to  spare  the  time  required,  let  them 
appoint  a  special  meeting  fer  the  purpose.  It  may  be  objected  that  the 
attendance  at  the  meetings  so  called  would  be  small,  and  therefore  no 
gdod  would  result ;  but  I  think  it  will  be  found  that  these  meetings,  if 
properly  conducted,  the  duties  of  the  Brethren  clearly  laid  down,  and 
their  faults  and  short  comings  plainly  set  ferth  in  a  spirit  of  brotherly 
kindness  and  charity,  will  be  more  largely  attended,  perhaps,  than  any 
other,  and  the  benefit  produced  will  amply  repay  the  exertion. 

In  conclusion,  Brethren,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  tenets  we 
profess ;  do  we  live  up  to  them— can  any  one  of  us  after  close  self- 
examination,  declare  that  he  has  done  his  duty — ^have  we  encouraged 
the  wavering — ^reprehended  the  delinquent — assisted  the  falling,  and 
sustained  the  wei^,  in  the  spirit  of  brotherly  love  ?  Have  we  relieved 
the  poor,  comforted  the  distressed,  and  sympathized  with  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  all  this  in  the  spirit  of  truth,  without  thought  of  taking 
credit  to  ourselves  fer  our  acte  ?  Have  we  practiced  temperance,  not 
only  in  regard  to  the  body  but  in  all  our  words,  thoughts  and  actions ; 
have  we  £e  fortitude  not  only  to  bear  danger  from  an  outward  source, 
but  to  overcome  our  passion^  and  desires  when  needed  ?  Do  we  exer* 
cise  that  prudence  that  would  prevent  us  from  rashly  disclosing  our 
own  or  another's  affairs  to  our  injury,  and  do  we  possess  that  spirit  of 
justice  which  impels  us  to  do  riffht  towards  all  men,  and  would  enable 
us  to  do  unto  others  as  we  womd  they  should  do  unto  us  ?  This  is 
what  Masonry  requires  of  us.  Then  let  us  endeavor  to  become  as 
nearly  perfect  as  Masons  as  we  can,  by  constant  efforts  to  cultivate  in 
our  hearte  the  great  tenets  of  our  profession,  so  that  when  it  is  said  we 
are  Masons,  we  may  show  by  our  fives  and  conduct  that  we  are  worthy 
of  the  name." 

The  total  of  membership  is  2,723.  M.  W.  Isaac  Van  Wagoner,  of 
Paterson,  P.  D.  6.  M.,  was  elected  G.  M. ;  and  R.  W.  Joseph  H. 
Hough,  of  Trenton,  was  reelected  Orand  Secretaiy. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  of  which 
Brother  Hough  is  Chairman,  is  an  exceedingly  able  and  thorough 
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analysis  of  the  condition  of  tbe  Fraternity  throngbont  the  ocrantry,  and 
will  still  furtber  enbance  tbe  previonsly  bigfa  Masonic  reputation  of 
tbat  excellent  Brotber. 


Grand  Lodqs  of  Mississippi. — ^Tbe  Annual  Address  of  Grand 
Master  Wm.  P.  Mellen  is  mainly  devoted  to  local  matters.  He,  bow- 
ever,  raises  objection  to  tbe  somewbat  kindred  projects  of  an  "  Amet- 
ican  Masonic  Home/'  and  a  North  American  Masonic  Congress.  £3fle* 
wbere  we  reproduce  an  extract  from  bis  exordium,  wbicb  is  weD  worth 
perusal. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  tbe  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  sab- 
ject,  with  tbe  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved,  Tbat  tbe  furtber  consideration  of  a  North  American 
Masonic  Congress  be  indefinitely  postponed." 

A  laudable  feature  in  this  pamphlet  is  a  complete  list  of  suspenaooSi 
expulsions  and  deaths  in  other  jurisdictions.  The  total  number  of 
Master  Masons  reported  in  Mississippi,  is  9,045,  of  wbicb  number  971 
have  been  "  raised  "  during  tbe  year  previous. 

M.  W.  David  Mitchell,  (P.  D.  G.  M.)  of  Goodman,  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  and  R.  W.  Ro.  W.  T.  Daniel,  of  Jackson,  was  r^ 
elected  Grand  Secretary. 


Gband  Chapter  of  Louisiana. — ^The  larger  portion  of  tbe  address 
of  M.  E.  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows,  G.  H.  P.,  is  taken  up  in  recapitulating 
the  doings  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter  at  its  last  convocation.  He, 
however,  merely  commends  tbe  subject  to  tbe  consideration  of  bis  Grand 
Chapter,  abstaining  from  any  recommendation  of  action.  Tbe  remarks  of 
Comp.  Fellows  with  reference  to  tbe  relation  of  tbe  Blue  Lodge  to  the 
higher  degrees  connected  with  Freemasonry,  we  have  considered  of  such 
general  interest  and  importance,  that  they  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  number. 

Membership,  817  ;  exalted  within  the  year,  132. 

M.  E.  Comp.  A.  J.  Norwood,  of  Clinton,  was  elected  6.  H.  P.,  and  E. 
Comp.  Samuel  G.  Risk  was  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Grand  Council  ov  Louisiana. — A  membership  of  229  is  reported. 
J.  H.  Holland  was  re-elected  M.  P.  G.  M.,  and  Samuel  G.  Risk,  Grand 
Recorder. 


Supreme  Council  83°,  S.  G.  J.  G.,  Northern  Jurisdiction  of 
THE  United  States. — The  Annual  Communication  of  this,  the  highest 
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body  in  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Bite,  convened  at  the  Grand  East, 
at  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  An- 
noal  Conclave  of  the  Sovereign  Orand  Consistory  32°. 

The  attendance  was  larger  than  in  former  years,  the  interest  mani- 
fested betrayed  the  rapid  advancement  of  this  rite  in  the  united  North- 
em  States.  Delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  North  and  West  responded 
at  the  opening  of  the  several  bodies. 

Matters  of  great  interest  to  the  Craft  are  under  consideration,  and 
while  that  wisdom  and  moderation  which  ever  guide  true  Masonic  de- 
liberations shall  have  sway,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  the  result 
of  this  annual  sitting. 

Among  the  delegates  fix>m  New  York  may  be  noticed  111.  Bros.  C. 
T.  McClenachan,  Ed.  Eddy,  J.  II.  Hobart  Ward,  Henry  C.  Banks, 
Kobert  Macoy,  John  A.  Foster,  Hugh  Gardner,  Andres  Cassard, 
George  A.  Barney,  M.  J.  Drummond,  and  others ;  from  Ohio,  111.  Bro. 
R  T.  Carson,  K.  D.  Van  Rensalea  ;  and  from  most  all  portions  of  the 
jurisdiction,  representations  appeared. 

Mason  and  Dixon's  line  seems  to  be  the  dividing  boundary,  and 
while  the  Southern  bodies  have  in  a  few  years  past,  mainly  through  the 
exertions  of  III.  Bro.  Albert  Pike,  so  rapidly  increased  in  numbers, 
dignity  and  influence,  it  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  all  Ineffable  Ma- 
sons to  see  a  laudable  ambition  in  this  part  of  the  United  States  for 
emulation  in  the  great  work  of  placing  in  a  just  and  proper  light,  the 
degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite. — N,   T.  Courier, 


Gband  Commandery  op  Vermont. — The  Order  now  presents  for 
inspection  and  review,  185  Sir  Knights. 

The  venerable  and  excellent  Sir  Barzillai  Davenport,  Grand  Cora., 
having  seventy  winters  of  age  upon  him,  declined  re-election,  and  Sir 
John  S.  Webster,  of  Winooski,  was  elected  G.  C,  and  Sir  John  B. 
Hollenbeck,  of  Burlington,  Grand  Recorder. 

Among  the  number  of  Sir  Knights  enrolled,  we  recognize  the  names 
of  many  citizens  distinguished  in  civil  life,  and  of  national  reputation 
in  Masonry. 


Maine. — At  the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine,  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Waterville,  was  elected  Gr. 
Master,  and  Bro.  Ira  Berry,  of  Portland,  Gr.  Secretary.  In  the 
Grand  Commandery,  Sir  John  Williams,  of  Bangor,  was  elected  Gr. 
Commander,  and  Sir  Ira  Berry,  Ghr.  Recorder. 
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The  Or.  E.  A.  Chapter  elected  (}omp.  Moses  Dodge,  of  P<»tlaiidy 
0.  H.  P.,  and  Comp.  In  Beny,  Gr.  Secretaiy.  Bro.  Cyril  Peari  is 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence,  both  in  Gr. 
Lodge  and  Gr.  Chapter. 

**  Grand  Encampmsnt,  Michigan. — ^At  the  recent  session  of  tUs 
Body,  Sir  D.  B.  Tracy,  of  Mt  Clemens,  was  elected  G.  C. ;  Thomas 
Norman,  G.  G. ;  C.  Luce,  G.  C.  G. ;  G.  A.  Strong,  G.  Becorder." 

We  find  the  aboye  paragraph  floating  in  some  of  our  exchanges. 
Some  error  is  obvious,  but  what  it  is  precisely,  we  are  not  prmred  to 
say.  The  constitutional  period  of  election  in  this  Ghrand  Body  is  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  June. 


MASONIC    CONVERSATIONS. 


It  was  a  source  of  pleasure  to  us  to  be  present  at  a  Masonic  meeting 
a  few  evenings  ago,  under  an  intelligent  presiding  officer.  The  able 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  all  the  duties  of  his*  office,  the  attention 
that  his  manner  of  discharging  those  duties  commanded  from  the  Breth- 
ren, the  earnest  desire  of  every  Brother  present  to  hear  every  word  that 
fell  from  his  lips,  the  readiness  with  which  his  decisions  were  bowed  to, 
and  the  satis&ction  which  they  gave  the  Brethren,  all  went  to  convince 
us  that  our  Worshipful  Brother  was  indeed  Master  of  his  Lodge.  One 
feature  we  noticed  especially,  and  it  particularly  pleased  us.  The  r^ 
ular  business  of  the  Lodge  was  over;  there  was  no  "work,"  as  the 
conferring  of  degrees  is  called,  and  instead  of  closing  his  Lodge  as 
most  **  Masters  "  do  under  such  circumstances,  he  said,  "  Brethren, 
we  can  now  spend  half  an  hour  profitably  in  a  '  Masonic  Oonversation** 
Is  there  anything  on  which  any  Brother  requires  light?  or  has  any 
Brother  a  suggestion  to  make,  that  may  benefit  us  all  as  Masons  ?  Let 
us  have  a  regular  fiimily  talk  over  Masonic  matters  generally."  A  Ma- 
sonic "  family  talk  "  followed  that  interested  all  the  Brethren  present — 
we  know  it  interested  us.  There  was  no  subtle  discussion ;  no  effort 
at  display ;  no  attempt  at  gaining  a  personal  triumph.  The  eliciting  of 
truth  only,  seemed  to  be  the  object  of  every  one  present  How  many 
Masters  of  Lodges  might  follow  this  excellent  example,  and  have  their 
"Masonic  Conversations" — their  "family  talk  over  Masonic  matters 
generally  " — with  profit  and  satisfaction  to  themselves  and  their  Breth- 
ren.— Masonic  Signet  cmd  Journal. 
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LEVI    LUSK,    ESQ. 

[Communfcatrty.] 

The  illustrious  Brother,  about  whom  we  are  now  to  write,  has  for 
many  years  occupied  a  conspicuous  position  among  the  Craft  in  Illinois. 
An  active  and  distinguished  Mason  long  before  he  emigrated  hither,  he 
was  ready  and  willing  for  any  work  when  he  came  .among  us. 

Salmon  Lusk  emigrated  from  Meriden,  Connecticut,  in  17^2,  to 
what  is  now  New  Hartford  in  New  York,  where  he  intermarried  with 
Miss  Eliza  Shepard,  in  1794.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  bom  to 
them,  May  10th,  1795,  making  him  now  65  years  of  age.  One  son 
and  three  daughters  were  afterwards  added  to  the  family  circle,  all  of 
whom  are  now  dead,  except  one.  The  father  died  in  1846,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  78  years.  The  mother,  now  93  years  old,  resides  on  the  same 
place  where  our  Brother  was  bom. 

Enjoying  only  the  usual  advantages  of  a  new  country  for  an  educa- 
tion, raised  to  toil  upon  a  farm,  and  encountering  the  privations  inci- 
dent to  an  unsettled  state  of  society,  yet  we  find  him  at  twenty  a 
teacher  of  a  school,  near  home, — then  a  clerk  in  a  Hotel  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  winter  of  1817-18,  a  teacher  in  Newport,  Kentucky ; 
in  1818,  a  clerk  for  two  years  forward  in  the  principal  Hotel  in  George- 
town, in  the  same  State  ;  then  for  two  years  teacher  of  a  High  School, 
and  in  1823,  salesman  in  a  store. 

While  a  boy,  Bro.  Lusk  attended  school  in  a  building  where  there 
was  a  Masonic  Hall,  and  the  older  boys  used  to  excite  his  curiosity  by 
telling  marvellous  stories  about  the  Masons,  and  he  resolved  that  if  he 
ever  lived  to  be  a  man,  that  he  would  know  all  about  the  subject. 
This  resolution  grew  stronger  as  he  increased  in  years,  and  upon 
attaining  to  his  majority,  be  carefully  studied  into  the  nature  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Institution,  and  was  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Masonry, 
on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  1821,  in  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  14, 
at  Georgetown,  Ky.  Three  weeks  after,  he  was  passed,  and  in  four 
weeks  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason,  and  in  four 
weeks  thereafter,  had  the  entire  work  and  ritual  of  the  three  degrees, 
and  could  fill  any  station  in  the  Lodge  While  he  resided  in  George- 
town, he  never  missed  a  meeting  of  the  Lodge,  and  at  every  meeting 
filled  some  station  pro  tem.t  or  by  previous  appointment  or  election. 
His  first  regular  service  was  as  Senior  Deacon,  then  Secretary,  then 
Senior  Warden,  and  for  three  successive  years,  Master.  Upon  retiring 
from  the  chair,  he  voluntarily  acted  as  Tyler,  being  willing,  as  his 
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whole  Masonic  life  amply  proves,  to  share  in  the  burdens  as  well  as  in  the 
honors  of  Masonry.  Not  satisfied  with  labors  incident  to  his  several 
stations,  he  lectured  the  brethren  and  candidates,  until  his  Lodge  was 
acknowledged  to  be  the  brightest  in  Kentucky. 

While  Warden  and  Master,  and  on  several  other  occasions  as  proxy, 
he  represented  his  brethren  in  Grand  Lodge,  and  usually  exemplified 
the  work  in  the  Lodges  at  Lexington,  and  it  was  during  this  time,  that 
Thouas  H.  Brasfobd  of  the  same  Lodge  passed  through  the  various 
grades  of  office  to  the  Grand  Master's  Chair. 

In  March,  1823,  he  was  exalted  in  Georgetown  Chapter  No.  13,  in 
which  he  served  as  Master  of  the  3rd  Veil,  Principal  Sojourner,  Cap- 
tain of  the  Host,  Scribe,  King,  and  High  Priest,  the  last,  for  several 
years. 

In  1831,  Comp.  Lusk  was  elected  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  subsequently  as  Grand  King,  and  in  1834,  Deputy  Grand 
High  Priest,  soon  after  which,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  this  State,  and 
did  not  attend  the  next  Convocation. 

He  married  Miss  Sarah  Maria  Brooks,  Dec  24,  1823 ;  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  blessed  this  union,  all  now  living.  From  the  time 
of  his  marriage  until  1835,  he  remained  in  Georgetown,  and  was 
engaged  in  teaching  a  private  school  a  portion  of  the  time,  as  an  Assist- 
ant in  the  Rittenhouse  Academy,  and  as  teacher  in  the  preparatory 
department  of  the  Baptist  College. 

The  degrees  of  Boyal  and  Select  Master  were  irregularly  conferred 
upon  him  in  1825 ;  afterwards  he  was  healed  in  the  Grand  Council  of 
Kentucky. 

In  1828  he  received  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Chapter,  and  for  several  years  presided  over  the 
annual  assemblages  of  High  Priests,  and  conferred  the  Order  upon  the 
candidates. 

In  1835,  we  find  Comp.  Lttsk  a  citizen  of  Bushville,  Deputy  Ci^ 
cuit  and  County  Clerk  and  Assistant  Recorder. 

In  the  spring  of  1837,  he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
on  the  road  from  Rushville  to  Lewiston,  and  which  is  now  dignified 
with  the  Post  Office  name  of  Sylva.  Having  become  surety  for  a 
Brother  Mason,  he  found  himself  in  1841  upon  the  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy by  having  the  debt  to  pay.  Nor  was  this  misfortune  relieved  of 
its  sting  by  the  reflection  that  the  Brother  was  a  member  of  the  same 
Christian  Church  with  himself  To  save  his  fiirm,  he  again  resorted  to 
teaching,  and  in  1843,  finding  himself  relieved  from  that  embarrassment, 
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be  returned  to  his  farm  where  he  has  since  resided,  sometimes  abroad 
leotnring  his  brethren,  and  ooea^ionally  teaching  a  winter  school. 

In  1842,  Grand  Master  Jonas  granted  a  Dispensation  to  Bro.  Lusk 
as  Master,  with  six  other  brethren,  to  open  a  Lodge  at  SushTilie,  which 
was  chartered  at  the  Grand  Communication  of  that  year  as  No.  9.  At 
the  same  meeting,  he  was  elected  Senior  Grand  Warden ;  in  1843, 
Dep.  Gr.  Master,  and  Grand  Master  in  1844  Daring  his  year,  he 
granted  Dispensations  for  Barry,  Apollo,  Oriental  and  Morning  Star 
Lodges.  Apollo  was  subsequently  merged  in  Oriental,  and  the  three 
Lodges  are  now  among  the  most  substantial  and  prosperous  in  the 
State. 

At  the  Grand  Com.  in  1845,  he  was  succeeded  by  Bev.  Wm.  F. 
Walkxr,  and  Bro.  Lusk  was  elected  Grand  Secretary,  which  office  he 
fiUed  with  great  ability,  as  the  proceedings  of  1845  and  1846  will  show, 
daring  which  time,  the  numbers  reached  to  42. 

The  Beport  on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  1847  came  from  his  pen, 
and  is  the  first  methodical  and  systematic  report  ever  prepared  in  the 
lUinois  Grand  Lodge.  Several  Beports  previously  made  show  learning, 
zeal  and  ability ;  that  of  1847  shows  all  that,  and  system  and  method 
also.  Once,  since  that  time,  he  has  served  his  Lodge  as  Master,  and 
several  times  as  Warden.  He  has  been  in  attendance  upon  every  ses- 
sion of  the  Grand  Lodge  since  1842,  with  the  exception  of  the  regular 
sessions  of  1849  and  1850.  His  position  on  Committees,  and  his 
reports,  serve  to  show  his  capacity  and  efficiency  more  than  anything 
else.  He  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Betums  of  Char- 
tered Lodges  in  1842  and  1855,  and  was  on  the  Com.  in  1851.  In 
1847,  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Com.  on  For.  Cor.,  and  was  on  the  Com. 
several  times  before ;  in  1848  and  1852,  was  on  the  Com.  on  Griev- 
ances; in  1854,  1856,  7,  '8  and  '9,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Lodges  U.  D.,  during  which  time  he  reported  164  Lodges  U.  D.  for 
charters,  recommended  many  wholesome  laws,  and  procured  the  adop- 
tion of  a  uniform  code  of  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Lodges  U. 
D.  No  man  has  done  so  much  as  an  officer  and  on  the  floor  to  give 
permanence  and  stability,  character  and  dignity  to  the  Order  in  Illinois. 
He  is  now,  and  has  been  several  times.  Grand  Lecturer,  both  in  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1849,  a  Dispensation  was  granted  by  the 
D.  G.  G.  High  Priest  to  Comp.  Lusk  as  High  Priest,  and  the  requisite 
number  of  Companions,  for  a  new  Chapter  at  Bushville,  which  was  con- 
tinued in  1850,  with  authority  to  the  Gen.  G.  H.  Priest  to  issue  a . 
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charter  if  he  saw  fit.  We  suppose,  however,  that  no  charter  was 
issued,  for  the  Chapter  placed  itself  under  the  care  of  the  Grand 
Chapter,  in  1850,  at  Alton,  and  there  received  a  charter. 

Since  that  time,  the  offices  of  High  Priest,  King  and  Principal  So- 
journer, have  heen  conferred  upon  him  several  times,  in  all  of  which  he 
has  labored  faithfully,  notwithstanding  the  *'  weight  of  years  "  and  of 
age  was  upon  him. 

The  Grand  Chapter  elected  him  Grand  High  Priest  in  1852,  and  he 
represented  the  Grand  Chapter  acceptably  in  the  Gen.  Gr.  Chapter  at 
Lexington,  Ky.,  in  Sept.  1853.  His  attendance  upon  Grand  Chapter 
has  been  regular  ever  since,  and  for  four  years  he  has  served  as  Grand 
Chaplain.  The  like  service  has  been  rendered  on  Committees  as  in  the 
Ghrand  Lodge,  having  served  ever  since  1854  as  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chapters  U.  D.,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  that  he 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Chapters.  It  was 
during  his  service  as  Grand  High  Priest,  that  the  qnestion  in  regard  to 
the  right  of  visit  was  sent  up  from  Lafayette  Chapter,  which  resulted 
in  so  many  misapprehensions  and  consequent  misstatements  in  regard 
to  the  position  of  our  Grand  Chapter,  which  sustained  his  decisipn,  and 
strenuously  maintained  its  ground  in  defiance  of  all  opposition,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  it  as  the  deliberate  and  well-settled  judgment  of 
three-fourths  of  the  Grand  Chapters  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  session  of  the  Grand  Council  in  1854,  a  Dispensation  was 
granted  to  him  and  eight  others  for  a  new  Council  at  Bnshville,  which 
was  chartered  the  following  year,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  to  pre- 
side over  it.  During  his  term  of  service,  he  granted  Dispensations  for 
new  Councils  at  Iowa  City  and  Dubuque,  Iowa,  which  afterwards 
joined  with  the  Council  at  Muscatine  to  form  a  Qnnd  Council  in  that 
State. 

He  presided  in  Convention  and  conferred  the  Order  of  High  Priest- 
hood in  1853,  1854,  and  1855,  at  which  time  the  Grand  Council  of 
High  Priests  was  formed,  of  which  he  has  ever  since  been  President, 
having  conferred  the  Order  upon  57  High  Priests  in  this  State,  up  to 
and  including  the  session  of  last  September. 

In  September  last,  several  brethren  represented  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois  in  the  National  Masonic  Convention  at  Chicago,  of  whom  our 
Dlustrious  Brother  was  one.  As  the  Convention  was  to  be  held  in 
Illinois,  the  Grand  Lodge  sent  Delegates  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the 
eminent  Brethren  advocating  a  national  organization,  but  with  instruc- 
tion to  oppose  any  such  measure.    Yet,  though  the  views  of  Bro.  Lusk 
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were  well  known,  that  Body  did  itself  the  honor  to  compliment  the 
subject  of  this  notice  with  the  office  of  Treasurer.  It  was  a  compli- 
ment, and  was  so  esteemed  by  the  Illinois  delegation. 

Now,  our  M.  W.  Bro.  is  considered  and  treated  as  the  father  of  the 
family.  Such  he  is  em  j)hatically  to  all  the  younger  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge — ^to  all  who  seek  his  council  or  assistance.  Upon  all  questions 
in  G-rand  Lodge,  his  views  are  tersely,  clearly  and  modestly  expressed, 
seeking  for  no  victory,  looking  only  for  the  good  of  Masonry.  When 
his  rights  are  invaded,  he  shows  the  strong  points  of  his  character,  and 
woe  to  the  tyro  that  encounters  him  then. 

In  person,  he  is  large,  bony  and  muscular,  and  would  be  a  hard  man 
to  handle  even  now.  Benevolence  and  good-fellowship  enter  largely 
into  all  his  traits  of  character,  and  though  candid  and  reliable  on  all 
important  subjects,  yet  there  is  a  vein  of  good  humor  about  him,  which 
often  shows  itself  in  a  witty  or  dry  saying  when  least  expected,  and 
which  is  quick  to  appreciate  a  good  joke,  even  at  his  own  expense. 

God  bless  Father  Lusk  !  May  his  days  be  many,  serene  and  happy, 
as  his  end  will  be  joyful  in  a  good  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection. 


THE    STOLEN    MEETING. 


[Trom  Robert  Brownlng^s  '*  Blot  In  the  'Sentoluon."] 

There's  a  woman  like  a  dew-drop,  she 's  so  parer  than  the  purest ; 
And  her  nohle  heart's  the  noblest,  yes,  and  her  sure  fidth  's  the  surest : 
And  her  eyes  are  dark  and  humid,  like  the  depth  on  depth  of  lustre 
Hid  i'  the  harebell,  while  her  tresses,  sunnier  than  the  wild-grape  cluster, 
Gash  in  golden-tinted  plenty  down  her  neck's  rose-misted  marble ; 
Then  her  voice 's  music,  .call  it  the  well's  bubbling,  the  bird's  warble. 

And  this  woman  says,  **  My  days  were  sunless  and  my  nights  were  moonless, 
Parched  the  pleasant  April  herbage,  and  the  lark's  heart's  outbreak  tuneless. 
If  yon  loved  me  not !"    And  I  who^(ah,  for  words  of  flame !) — adore  her! 
Who  am  mad  to  lay  my  spirit  prostrate  palpably  before  her^- 
I  may  enter  at  her  portal  soon,  as  now  her  lattice  takes  me. 
And  by  noontide  as  by  midnight  make  her  mine,  as  hers  she  makes  me  ! 


€4 


^►-•♦•- 


[I^  "  The  spirit  that  can  contemplate,  that  lives  only  in  the  intel- 
lect, can  ascend  to  its  star,  even  from  the  midst  of  the  Burial-ground 
called  Earth,  and  while  the  Sarcophagus  called  Life  immures  in  its 
clay  the  Everlasting !" — Zanoni. 
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[0^  We  cannot  resist  reproducing  the  following  mcrceau  by  onr  Tersatile 
Bro.  PiKS,  notwithstanding  its  decidedly  free-and-easy,  rollicking  style. 

*^  A  littto  noDMiue  now  and  then, 
Ib  rellflhed  by  the  wisest  men." 

We  copy  from  the  N.  O.  TVue  Delta,  of  recent  date,  but  are  unable  to  say 
whether  it  has  been  previously  "  set  at  large  "  in  this  latitude.] 

THE    FINE    ARKANSAS    GENTLEMAN. 


98a  9LlUtt  Ifliitf.    1853. 

Now,  all  good  fellows,  listen,  and  a  stoiy  I  will  tell, 
Of  a  mighty  derer  gentleman,  who  lives  extremely  well. 
In  the  western  part  of  Arkansas,  close  to  the  Indian  line. 
Where  he  gets  drunk  once  a  week  on^  whisky,  and  immediately  sobers  himself 
completely  on  the  very  best  of  wine ; 

A  fine  Arkansas  gendeman,  dose  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman  has  a  mighty  fine  estate, 

Of  five  or  six  thousand  acres  or  more  of  land,  thai  will  be  worth  a  great  deal 
some  day  or  other,  if  he  do  n't  kill  himself  too  soon,  and  will  only  con- 
descend to  wait ; 

And  four  or  five  dozen  negroes  that  had  rather  work  then  not, 

And  such  quantities  of  horses,  and  cattle,  and  pigs,  and  other  poultry,  that  he 
never  pretends  to  know  how  many  he  has  got ; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  close  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman  has  built  a  splendid  house. 

On  the  edge  of  a  big  prairie,  extremely  well  populated  with  deer,  and  hares, 

and  grouse ; 
And  when  he  wants  to  feast  his  friends,  he  has  nothing  more  to  do 
Than  to  leave  the  pot-lid  off,  and  the  decently-behaved  birds  fly  straight  into 

the  pot,  knowing  he  '11  shoot  'em  if  they  do  n't,  and  he  has  a  splendid 

stew; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  dose  to  the  Indian  line. 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman  makes  several  hundred  bales. 

Unless  from  drouth,  or  worm,  a  bad  stand,  or  some  other  d— — d  contingent, 

his  crop  is  short,  or  fails ; 
And  when  it 's  picked,  and  ginned,  and  baled,  he  pnts  it  in  a  boat, 
And  gets  aboard  himself,  likewise,  and  charters  the  bar,  and  has  a  devil  of  a 

spree,  while  down  to  New  Orleans  he  and  his  cotton  float; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  dose  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

And  when  he  gets  to  New  Orleans,  he  sacks  a  dothing  store. 

And  puts  up  at  the  City  Hotel,  the  St  Louis,  the  St.  Charles,  the  Verandah, 

and  all  the  other  hotels  in  the  city,  if  he  succeeds  in  finding  any  more; 
Then  he  draws  upon  his  merchant,  and  goes  about  and  treats 
Every  man  from  Kentucky,  and  Arkansas,  and  Alabama,  and  Yiiginia,  and 

the  Choctaw  nation,  and  every  other  d— d  vagabond  he  meets ! 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  dose  to  the  Choctaw  line. 
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The  Ifut  time  he  went  down  there,  when  he  thought  of  going  back, 

Af^er  staying  about  fifteen  days  or  less,  he  discoyered  that  bj  lending  and  by 
spending,  and  being  a  prey  in  general  to  gamblers,  hackmen,  loafers, 
brokers,  hostlers,  tailora,  servants,  and  many  other  indiridnals,  white 
and  black, 

He  'd  distributed  his  assets,  and  got  rid  of  all  his  means, 

And  had  nothing  to  show  for  them,  barring  two  or  three  headaches,  an  invinci- 
ble thirst,  and  an  extremely  general  and  promiscuous  acquaintance  in 
the  aforesaid  New  Orleans ; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  close  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

Now,  how  this  gentleman  got  home,  is  neither  here  nor  there. 

But  I  've  been  credibly  informed  that  he  swore  worse  than  forty-seven  pirates, 

and  fiercely  combed  his  hair ; 
And  after  he  got  safely  home,  they  say  he  took  an  oath. 
That  he  'd  never  bet  a  cent  again  at  any  game  of  cards ;  and,  moreover,  for 

want  of  decent  advisers,  he  forswore  whisky  and  women  both ; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  close  to  the  Choctaw  line. 
< 
This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman  went  strong  for  Pierce  and  King, 
And  so  came  on  to  Washington,  to  get  a  nice  fat  office,  or  some  other  mighty 

comfortable  thing ; 
But  like  him  from  Jerusalem  who  went  to  Jericho, 

He  fell  among  the  thieves  again,  and  could  not  win  a  bet,  whether  he  coppered 
or  not,  so  his  cash  was  bound  to  go ; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  close  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

So  when  his  moneys  all  were  gone,  he  took  unto  his  bed. 

And  Dr.  Reybum*  physiced  him,  and  the  chamber-maid,  who  had  a  great 

affection  for  him,  with  her  arm  held  up  his  head ; 
And  all  his  friends  came  weeping  round,  and  bidding  him  adieu. 
And  two  or  three  dozen  preachers,  whom  he  did  n't  know  at  all,  and  did  n't 

care  a  curse  if  he  did  n't,  came  praying  for  him,  too ; 

This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  close  to  the  Choctaw  line. 

They  closed  his  eyes,  and  spread  him  out,  all  ready  for  the  tomb, 

And,  merely  to  console  themselves,  they  opened  the  biggest  kind  of  a  game  of 

faro  right  there  in  his  own  room ; 
But  when  he  heard  the  checks,  he  flung  the  linen  off  his  face. 
And  sung  out,  just  precisely  as  he  used  to  do  when  he  was  alive :  "  Prindle,t 

do  n't  turn !  hold  on  I  I  '11  go  twenty  on  the  king,  and  copper  on  the  ace  1 
This  fine  Arkansas  gentleman,  dose  to  the  Choctaw  line 


n 


^t-*'^* 


[CP*  **  There  is  nothing  in  which  people  more  betray  their  character 
than  in  what  they  find  to  laugh  at." — Goethe, 

•  A  ftBoas  Washington  phjiioiui.  t  The  Orockford  of  Washington. 
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A    FRAGMENT    OF    ANTI-MASONRY. 


From  the  bottom  of  a  barrel  of  broken  crockery,  hailing  origi- 
nallj  from  what  was  formerly  the  Anti-masonic  empire  of  Vermont, 
we  have  picked  ont  the  following  choice  morsels  of  semi-antiqai^. 
We  have  not  space  for  the  entire  address  with  its  four  or  five  hun- 
dred signatures,  but  reprint  a  considerable  portion  of  that  which  is 
not  in  an  utterly  '*  mangled "  condition.  It  would  seem  that  the 
"great  work  of  dsstboying  Fbbbmasonry,"  has  yet  to  get  itself 
accomplished,  even  in  Vermont. 

**  It  seems  to  us  that  there  can  be  none,  not  under  the  direct  influence 
of  Masonic  obligations,  who  do  not,  to  say  the  least,  disc^ifprove  of 
Freemasoniy,  and  desire  its  abolition.  But,  fellow  citizens,  is  there 
not  something  in  the  character  of  the  institution,  which  demands  £rom 
you  more  than  this  ?  Is  the  government  of  Freemasonry  to  be  thus 
broken  up  and  abolished  ?  Do  not  its  structure,  organization  and  prin- 
ciples, evidently  mock  the  impotence  of  mere  individual  dtsc^aproba- 
Hon  f  Is  the  firm  grasp  which  its  peculiar  secrecy,  mysteries,  ceremo- 
nies and  oaths,  have  upon  the  minds  of  its  votaries,  to  become  thus  in- 
stantly relaxed  and  disengaged  ?  Are  the  massy  pillars  of  the  mighty 
temple  to  be  thus  prostrated,  and  its  foundations  broken  up  ?  Evi- 
dently not.  An  individual  may  change  his  purpose,  and  alter  his 
course,  upon  the  disapprobation  and  advice  of  a  kind  and  sensible 
neighbor.  He  is,  perhaps,  attached  to  some  vice,  which  is  bringing 
ruin  upon  himself  and  his  fiimily, — from  which  the  seasonable  warning 
and  admonition  of  a  friend  may  save  him.  But  Freemasonry  is  not  a 
vice.  It  is  an  institution — a  govbrnment.  It  possesses  an  organi- 
zation of  unparalleled  strength.  It  is  a  bodt — of  *  living  men,* 
cemented  by  oaths,  and  encircled  with  the  strong  bands  of  secrecy  and 
mystery.  A  slight  effort  may  remove  the  pebble  from  the  sand  bank ; 
but  a  giant's  strength  will  not  suffice  to  give  motion  to  the  rock  of 
Gibraltar. 

**  Freemasonry  will  never  move,  until  it  is  made  to  feel  the  shock  of 
an  organized  power.  Organization  is  strength  ;  and  it  is  vain  to  ex- 
pect that  an  institution  possessing  an  organization  the  most  extraordina- 
ry the  world  ever  witnessed,  should  be  successfully  assailed,  without 
the  aid  derived  from  the  self-exciting,  and  self-accumulating  power  of 
associated  bvfobt. 

**  The  opponents  of  Masonry  ask,  however,  the  aid  of  no  organization, 
which  depends  fi)r  its  strength  upon  oaths  or  mysteries.  They  repel 
them  as  unworthy  of  freemen,  and  entirely  unsuited  to  the  nature  of  their 
warfare.  They  ask  the  privilege  of  a  simple  organization,  of  such 
character  as  shall  most  effectuiuly  embody  the  public  sentiment,  and 
brinffit  so  to  act  upon  the  institution  as  to  effect  its  abolition. 

"The  question  is  now  presented —  What  shall  he  the  nature  of  thai 
organization  f    Shall  it  be  upon'  the  plan  of  the  societies  formed  for 
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the  suppression  of  intemperanoe  ?  It  might,  indeed,  he,  if  Freemasons 
would  join  such  associations,  and  cordially  aid  in  carrying  forward  their 
investigations : — for  hy  thus  doing,  the  evil  would  he,  at  once,  cured, 
and  the  great  work  accomplished.  Or  if  they  should  refuse  such 
union,  Anti^masonic  Societies  might  still,  perhaps,  he  effectual  if  the 
Press  were  free,  and  there  were  no  extraordinaiy  efforts  interposed  to 
suppress  enquiry,  and  check  the  action  of  such  associations  upon  the 

fuolic  mind.  But  Anti-masonry,  to  its  astonishment,  has  found  the 
^ress  shackled.  While  every  £iot,  and  every  argument,  essential  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  temperance  reform,  finds  a  ready  admission  into 
the  columns  of  every  newspaper,  and  thus  circulates,  like  the  hlood  in 
the  human  system,  through  every  part  of  the  community,  scarce  a  sin* 

fie  paper  in  the  United  States,  conducted  hy  a  Freemason,  or  depon- 
ent, in  any  considerahle  degree,  upon  Masonic  patronage,  has  ever 
opened  its  columns  to  a  full  disclosure  of  Freemasonry,  and  a  fair  ez- 
hihition  of  the  arguments  urged  against  it.  And  Anti-masonry,  as  all 
know,  has  heen  forced  to  endure  the  sacrifices,  and  overcome  the  ohsta- 
eles  connected  with  the  estahlishment  of  new  and  Free  Presses,  before 
a  single  ray  of  light  could  he  made  to  penetrate  the  general  gloom. 

**  Where  would  now  have  been  the  temperance  reform,  if  it  had  been 
compelled  to  encounter  such  obstacles  as  these  ?  Could  intemperance, 
think  you,  fellow  citizens,  be  overcome  by  the  efforts  of  temperance 
societies,  if  it  were  armed  with  the  peculiar  power  of  Freemasonry  f 
Had  all  retailers  and  drinkers  been  bound  together  in  a  secret  fraternity 
—completely  officered,  from  a  tyler  to  a  Great  Grand  High  Priest — 
bound  by  oath  to  use,  and  countenance  each  other  in  using,  the  fatal 
beverage — held  together  by  an  organization  contrived  with  the  most 
consummate  skill,  \o  give  to  their  Fraternity,  body  and  soul,  and  ener- 
gy, and  power, — exerting  their  whole  personal  influence  (and  moderate 
drinkers  are  often  men  of  great  influence)  to  prevent  all  investigation 
of  tho  principle  of  their  association,  and  all  exhibitions  of  facts,  illus- 
trative of  its  tendencies — insomuch  that  the  ministers  of  religion  had 
not  dared  to  speak  out,  and  the  press  had  stood  mute  and  motionless ; 
if  there  had  been  imparted  to  intemperance  such  additional  strength, 
and  to  its  ordinary  means  of  resistance,  such  additional  power, — ^where, 
we  repeat,  would  have  now  been  the  temperance  reform  ?  Would  it 
have  been  moving  onward,  from  town  to  town — ^from  county  to  county 
— ^from  State  to  State,  and  from  Continent  to  Continent,  with  the  ra- 
pidity of  an  eagle's  flight  ?  No.  It  would  have  felt  the  necessity  of 
availing  itself,  and  would  have  availed  itself,  as  its  last  resort,  of  a 
political  organization,  and  would  now  have  been  struggling  by  the 
side  of  Anti-masonry  at  the  Ballot  Box ;  suffering  with  her,  no  doubt, 
the  imputation  of  fanaticism — ^branded,  with  her,  as  proscribing  and 
persecuting — sharing,  in  short,  in  all  her  reproaches  and  perils, — ^but 
destined,  we  doubt  not,  finally  to  achieve  with  her,  a  complete  and  glo- 
rious triumph. 

"  While  considering  the  means  which  the  peculiar  self-sustaining  power 
of  Freemasonry  renders  necessary  to  be  employed  for  its  destruction, 
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it  cannot  wholly  have  escaped  you,  fellow  citisens,  that  the  qnestkm 
with  regard  to  Mb  institution  is,  in  a  most  striking  pardoalar,  altogether 
unUke  any  other  which  agitates  the  world.  Amidst  all  the  institn^ons 
of  our  country,  civil,  social,  literary,  religious,  and  benevolent,  Masoniy 
stands  alone  I — shrouded  in  darkness  and  mystery,  and  guarded  by 
oaths  which  are  armed  with  penalties  of  blood.  Hence,  of  all  the  in- 
stitutions which  are  the  themes  of  daily  discussion,  Masonry  akne 
claims  the  right  of  silence  in  the  investigation  of  its  merits.  Ask  a 
Mason,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an  admission  of  facts  as  the  basis 
of  an  argument  upon  the  subject  of  Masonry,  what  are  its  oaths,  obli- 
gations, penalties,  and  ceremonies, — ^and  if  he  breaks  his  mysterious 
silence,  it  is  only  to  tell  you  that  he  is  bound  by  as  oath  not  to  an- 
swer your  enquiry !  Place  before  him  one  of  the  revealed  oaths,  and 
ask  him  if  that  is  an  oath  of  Masonry — Bis  is  silent/  Ask  a  Masonic 
printer  to  publish  your  argument  against  Masonry— embracing,  as  all 
must,  which  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  controversy,  a  statement  of  some 
portion  at  least,  of  its  oaths,  and  he  will  tell  you,  if  he  tells  you  the  truth, 
that  he  is  compelled  by  an  OATH  to  close  his  columns  agunst  you. 
Indeed,  there  is  not  a  single  point  in  Masonqr,  whose  disclosure  is  not 
thus  guarded.  No.  There  is  not  an  oath,  an  obligation,  a  penalty,  a 
sign,  or  a  ceremony,  essential  to  be  known  in  order  to  a  proper  discus- 
sion of  the  merits  of  Masonry,  which  has  ever  been  made  the  common 
property  and  possession  of  the  community,  but  through  the  violation  of 
some  OATH,  to  which  is  annexed  the  penalty  of  death  /" 

**  We  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  seize  the  present  occasion  to  enter 
upon  that  investigation,  to  look  into  those  claims,  and  to  decide  whether 
the  opponents  of  Freemasonry  are  not  fiiirly  entitled  to  your  cheeifnl 
and  zealous  cooperation.  To  enable  you  to  make  this  decision  in  a 
manner  which  becomes  you  as  freemen,  we  have  endeavored  to  present, 
as  distinctly  as  possible, .  the  true  ^unds  of  this  controversy,  the 
reasons  which  induce  us  to  oppose  Freemasoniy,  and  the  arguments 
to  sustain  the  right,  uree  the  necessity  and  enforce  the  duty  of  making 
that  opposition  politicd.  Our  object  has  been,  not  so  much  to  excite 
as  to  convince.  We  would  lay  the  foundation  of  Anti-masoniy  in  the 
clear  convictions  and  sober  judgment  of  this  community.  We  ask  our 
fellow  citizens  to  enlist  under  its  banners,  not  from  the  impulse  of  mere 
feeling,  much  as  there  is  to  excite  it,  but  rather  from  a  deliberate  con- 
viction that  truth,  and  reason,  and  justice,  and  patriotism,  demand  it 

**  To  those  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  deprecate  '  excitement,^  and 
have  therefore  hitherto  opposed  the  progress  of  our  cause,  we  beg  leave 
to  put  the  question — ^Is  there  any  reason  to  hope  that  the  '  excite- 
ment '  will  subside  until  Masonry  is  really  abolished  ?  It  can  only  be 
necessary  that  the  nature  of  this  contest  be  understood,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  Anti-masonic  portion  of  this  community  appreciated,  to 
perceive  at  once  that  the  '  excitement '  which  is  so  much  deplored, 
cannot  be  allayed  until  the  guiltv  cause  of  it — ^Freemasonry — ^is  utterly 
removed  from  among  us.     And,  to  understand  this  subject  fuUy,  it 
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sbonld  be  borne  in  mind  that  tbe  Anti-maflons  of  Vermont  regard 
themselves  as  occnpying  a  most  important  and  responmble  position  in 
the  mat  contest  wbieb  is  being  waged  against  Freemasonry.  The  eyes 
of  the  country  are  directed  to  them — those  of  Anti-masons  with  hope 
— H)f  Masons  with  fear  and  trembling.     They  well  know  that,  if  they 

Sermit  themselves  to  be  deceived  with  false  pretences,  that  Masonry  is 
ead,  when  it  only  '  stoops  to  conquer,'  and  are  thereby  induced  to 
relax  their  efibrts,  and  give  up  the  contest,  it  will  be  boasted  through- 
out the  country,  and  even  m  the  veiy  midst  of  us,  as  a  triumph  of 
Masonry  over  the  ignorance  and  fanaticism  of  a  foolish  and  groundless 
excitement.  Instead  of  such  a  triumph,  they  desire  to  send  home  to 
the  inmost  recesses  of  every  Lodge,  and  Chapter,  and  Encampment  in 
tbe  United  States,  the  overwhelming  argument  of  a  general  abolition  of 
Masonry,  drawn  from  its  bona  fide  and  acknowledged  abandonment, 
and  annihilation  in  this  State. 

"  Masons  in  Vermont,  it  is  to  be  feared,  have  yet  to  learn  the  true 
character  and  claims  of  their  antagonists  in  the  contest.  Let  them 
know,  then,  that  the  Anti-masons  of  this  State  are  engaged  in  the  great 
^Tork  of  nssTROTiNQ  Frbehasonrt — whether  it  exists  in  the  Valley  of 
the  Misfflssippi,  or  among  the  mountains  which  have  nourished  the  spirit 
in  which  they  have  entered  into  the  contest ;  and  (hai  they  have  em- 
bodied their  strength  and  organized  a  party,  not  for  the  narrow  purpose 
of  getting  and  holding  the  offices  of  Vermont — an  operation  incidental 
only  to  their  ffrecU  purpose — but  to  aid  in  giving  impulse  and  energy 
to  a  cause  which  they  trust  is  destined  to  move  onward,  and  onward, 
and  onward,  until  its  influence  shall  have  been  feU  to  the  utmost  limits 
of  the  Masonic  Empire." 

Whether  the  above  address  was  written  by  '*  Mr.  Chawles  Yellow- 
plush  "  personally,  does  not  appear,  but  his  earmarks  seem  discernible. 
One  of  the  signatures  is  thus  put  down :  *'  — ^  Brown ; "  perhaps  he 
is  the  true  author,  and  for  fear  of  horrible  atrocities,  to  be  practiced  re- 
vengefully upon  him  by  the  *'  Free  and  Accepted,''  he  hid  himself  among 
all  the  Browns.  Or  is  the  mysterious  blank  a  cloak  for  the  more  porten- 
tous christening — Done  f  What  says  the  Orand  Secretary  of  the  goodly 
Ghreen  Mountain  State,  Bro.  HoUenbeck  ? 


D!F^  '*  Mony  a  spat  exists  in  the  memory — ^in  the  regions  o'  the 
heart — ^visible  nae  mair  to  man's  unregardin'  een ;  but  boo  saft,  boo 
bricht,  boo  lown  they  lie  there  a'  ready  to  rise  up  at  the  biddin'  o'  a 
thocht,  and  then  to  sink  waveringly  awa  back  again  intil  their  tun 
mysterious  stillness,  till  frae  our  melancholy  fiincy  they  utterly  melt 
into  mist." — Nbctes  Ambrosianae, 
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A  New  Volume. — ^A  new  volame  of  The  Ashlab  will  be  commenced  on  the 
first  day  of  Jalj  next  In  making  this  change,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  cat  the 
present  volame  two  nambers  short ;  but  oar  present  subscribers  will  lose  noth- 
ing by  this,  as  they  will  be  credited  with  the  numbers  due  them  on  the  forth- 
coming volume.  This  step  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  contemplated  enlarge- 
ment and  typographical  change.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  it  out  in  a  form 
that  will  prove  generally  acceptable  to  our  readers.  Each  of  the  forthcoming 
numbers  will  contain  a  fine  engraving  of  some  one  of  the  well-known  membeiv 
of  the  Order  in  the  North- West,  rendering  it  well  worth  preservation  for  that 
reason  alone,  if  for  no  other.  Each  volume  will  thus  make  a  valuable  Masonic 
Portrait  Gallery,  and  become  an  ornament  to  the  thousands  of  libraries  now 
being  collected  by  Lodges,  and  by  individual  brethren. 


Fayobs  Heceived. — Under  this  head  we  shall  gratefully  acknowledge  recep- 
tion of  any  matters  sent  to  us  with  the  mark  of  the  Craft  upon  them.  Proceed- 
ings of  Grand  Masonic  bodies  of  all  grades ;  public  exercises  ;  orations  ;  scraps 
or  larger  fragments  of  Masonic  history ;  "  unconsidered  trifies  "  of  all  soru, 
passing  '  from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to  severe ; '  whatever  the  Brothers 
think  will  serve  to  instruct,  stimulate,  entertain  or  amuse — send  it  along,  and 
we  will  find  a  niche  for  it  somewhere  in  our  pages.  Let  us  have  a  real  mago' 
zine  of  Masonic  treasures,  and  we  will  scatter  them  abroad  again  with  an  un- 
sparing hand. 


BiBLiooBAPHicAL  N0TICE8. — ^This  department  we  hope  to  render  worthy 
the  attention  of  Authors,  Publishers  and  Readers.  We  have  secured  literary 
assistance  in  this  field  of  the  very  highest  order.  No  paid-for  puffs  admitted. 
Send  along  the  pages.  Messieurs  of  the  quill  and  type,  and  if  we  approve,  we 
shall  say  so,  or  if  not — why,  then,  we  shall  say  that  also. 

We  shall  not  confine  our  attention  merely  to  Masonic  Literature,  but,  appre- 
ciating the  intelligent  class  to  whom  our  journal  finds  access,  we  shall  indicate 
the  readable,  instructive  and  entertaining,  so  far  as  the  opportunity  is  or  msj 
be  afforded.  Literature,  as  elevating  and  refining  in  its  influence,  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  true  and  zealous  Mason. 


The  New  Yobk  Coubieb. — Our  Bro.  of  the  Qwrier  complains  of  the 
non-reception  of  The  Abhlab  in  times  past.  In  the  absence  of  our  predecessor, 
we  tender  for  him  all  necessary  apologies,  and  beg  leave  to  say,  that  if  Tbi 
AsHLAB  is  not  hereafter  received  regularly,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  mails  of 
"  our  common  Uncle,"  and  none  of  ours.    Meanwhile,  Bro.,  here  *8  our  QIT** 
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GosHSir  Chaptbr  No.  45. — ^We  notice  that  the  officers  of  this  recentlj  or- 
ganized Chapter,  are  to  be  publicly  installed  on  Tuesday,  June  26th.  BeT. 
Comp.  C.  A.  Foster,  F.  G.  H.,  P.  D.  G.  H.  P.,  deliyers  the  address.  A  dinner 
closes  the  exercises.  Companions  and  Brothers  from  every  quarter,  are  invited. 
We  fully  believe  that  the  "  Land  of  Goshen"  will  amply  sustain  its  primitive 
reputation  on  this  interesting  occasion. 


M.  W.  Bbo.  Rob.  Mobbis  will  accept  our  thanks  for  six  sections  C384  pages) 
of  the  "  Frudence  Book."  Furnishing  as  it  does  a  complete  catalogue  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  the  United  States,  it  will  prove  invaluable  in  aiding  the  detec- 
tion of  impostors,  increasing  facilities  for  Masonic  correspondence,  as  a  guide 
to  visiting  Brothers,  and  in  many  other  ways  repay  ten  times  its  cost  ($4.00) 
in  a  very  brief  period,  to  the  Lodges  of  the  country. 


Bbo.  Moobe,  of  the  Masonic  Bemew,  may  rest  assured  that  the  hope, 
which  he  so  fervently  expresses  with  reference  to  the  recent  change  in  charge  of 
Thb  Abhlab,  shall  be  merged  in  the  most  complete  frvUvm. 


Bbo.  Samuel  G.  Risk  (apparently  the  universal,  because  incomparable, 
Secretary,)  has  favored  us  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisi- 
ana, Feb.,  1860 ;  unfortunately  received  too  late  for  notice  in  the  present  No. 


In  looking  over  the  forms  now  gone  to  press,  we  find  that,  inadvertent- 
ly, in  the  Editor's  Salutatory  we  have  introduced  a  paragraph  which  may  be 
interpreted  as  an  animadversion  upon  the  previous  Editor.  We  beg  leave  to 
say  here,  that  there  may  be  no  misapprehension,  that  we  have  ever,  personally 
and  editoriallj^,  received  the  kindest  treatment  from  Bro.  Weston.  We  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  him  for  earnestly  advocating  his  own  pecaliar  views,  even 
though  these  may  not  sqaare  with  our  own ;  but  we  had  especial  reference  to 
occasional  articles  by  contributors  that  have  appeared,  not  only  in  this,  but  in 
many  other  Masonic  journals,  which,  from  their  personal  allusions,  &c.,  we 
have  believed,  and  still  believe,  to  be  unmasonic  in  the  very  last  degree.  Our 
readers  may  rest  assured  that  this  is  the  last  reference  which  will  ever  be  made 
to  them,  here  or  elsewhere.  We  propose  to  let  by-gones  be  by-gones,  and  lend 
all  our  energies  to  the  future. 


(( 


The  MaM>n'8  waya  an 
A  tjpe  of  ExiBtence, 
And  nlfl  perristenoe 
Is  as  the  days  are 
Of  men  in  this  world. 

"  The  Fatnre  hides  fai  it 
Gladness  and  sorrow ; 
We  press  still  thorow, 
Nought  that  abides  in  it 
Daunting  us,— onward.*' 


Apropos  of  Bbo.  Weston, — as  he  leaves  us,  and  commits  to  other  hands  the 
columns  to  which  he  has  so  long  contributed  grace  and  dignity,  we  commend 
him  to  the  Fraternity,  wherever  he  may  sojourn,  as  a  true  chevalier,  sans  peur, 
sans  reproche.  Only  this  we  shall  consider  unfortunate,  if  he  retires  wholly 
from  the  literary  field,  which  his  cultivated  pen  and  gentlemanly  tastes  have 
fitted  him  so  well  to  adorn. 
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U^  That  stalwart  Knight,  whose  heart  is  even  of  larger  proportions  tlian 
bis  physical  frame,  Sir  M.  O.  Waoooneb,  the  indefatigable  agent  of  onr  Bro. 
of  the  "  Mirror  and  Eejrstone,"  has  laid  ns  under  obligations  of  a  pecnliar 
character.  We  commend  him  to  the  kindest  fraternal  regard  of  "  to  wbomso- 
eyer  these  letters  may  come,"  as  a  Mason  from  crown  to  sole.  The  *' Worid's 
Masonic  Register  "  is  not  a  riyal  to  Bro.  Morris'  "  Prodence  Book/'  bat  oecn- 
pies  an  entirely  different  field.  To  keep  pace  with  intelligent  Masons  we  shall 
find  it  necessary  to  haye  a  copy  of  this  work  apon  oar  table.  How  so  mnch 
light  can  be  imparted  for  Three  Dollars,  passes  our  feeble  comprehension. 


D:^  That  Photograph  shall  be  forthcoming,  so  soon  as  the  features  inyolved 
recover  their  accnstomed  air  of  resignation. 


Sir  W.  C.  Ransom,  from  whose  fertile  pen  wo  have  received  the  pleasing 
contribntion  upon  a  visit  to  Alexandria  Lodge,  published  in  this  number,  it  is 
reported  to  ns,  has  become  an  associate  Editor  of  a  leading  paper  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  His  devotion  to  our  Fraternity  is  written  in  bold  characters  upon  the 
history  of  Masonry  in  Michigan,  and  since  his  removal  to  the  far  West,  we 
understand  he  has  been  doing  yeoman  service  for  the  Order,  in  its  varions 
branches,  in  the  budding  State — ^Nebraska.  Our  heart  thrills  within  ns  at 
remembrance  of  our  former  association  with  him,  and  when  we  recall  that 
truly  Masonic  parting — when  words  failed  to  express  the  deep-felt  emotion — 
when  we  exchanged  with  him  the  patriarchal  cross  of  the  Templar  for  the 
modest  G  of  the  universal  Order — a  token  of  con-fraternity  which  we  still 
cherish  in  spite  of  all  oracular  protests  against  external  insignia  of  Masonry— 
we  do  less  than  justice  to  our  ardent  feelings,  when  we  say  he  is  one  whom  the 
Brotherhood  "wheresoever  dispersed/'  should  delight  to  honoi^ 

<t  Tor  thus  he  bean  without  abuse 

The  grand  old  name  of  gentleman, 

Defiuned  by  every  charlatan. 
And  soiled  iHth  all  ignoble  use." 


D:^  That  scrap  from  Tennyson,  applied  exactly  to  the  right  place,  soggests 

another,  which  we  could  make  the  text  of  a  whole  chapter : 

*^  Solf-reverenoe,  self-knowledge,  self-eontrol. 
These  three  alone  lead  life  to  soyereign  power. 
Tet  not  for  power,  (power  of  herself 
Would  come  uncalled-for,)  but  to  live  by  law, 
Acting  the  lata  we  live  by  taithotU /ear; 
And  ^eause  right  is  right,  tofoUow  right 
Were  wisdom,  in  the  scorn  of  consequence,^^ 

It  is  provocative  of  melancholy  reflections  that  the  vast  majority,  even  of  in- 
telligent and  thinking  men,  are  still  uninvested  with  this  triple  coronet  of  trne 
kingly  supremacy. 


D:^  We  have  recently  been  reading  Brown's  "  Narrative  of  the  Anti-Masonic 
Excitement  in  the  Western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  during  the  yesrs 
1826,  '7,  '8,  and  a  part  of  1829 ;  published  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,in  1829.  It  con- 
tains a  plain  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  celebrated  Morgan  excitement,  ex- 
tenuating nothing,  nor  setting  down  aught  in  malice.  In  subsequent  numben 
of  The  Ashlab  we  shall  introduce  some  of  its  pages  as  our  space  may  pezmit, 
and  especially  call  attention  to  the  remarkable  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies  of 


THE   ASHLAR.  485 

Its  aathor,  as  to  tho  temporary  aDd  eranefloent  resalts  of  that  politico-religious 
tornado.  Down  to  the  present  day,  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  eyidence  that 
William  Morgan  does  not  "  still  Uve."  There  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence 
that  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  as  sach,  had  anything  whatever  to  do,  whether  as 
advisors,  actors,  or  abettors,  in  his  alleged  abdaction. 


q:^  There  has  been  recently  mach  complaint  made  of  the  doings  and  sayings 
of  various  peripatetic  teachers  of  the  Tbmfi^b  dull  and  ritual.    We  have 
upon  our  table  divers  communications  upon  this  subject,  bat  none  touching  the 
real  point  at  issue.    Can  any  Sir  Knight  inform  us  whether  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  last  Triennial  of  the  Gen.  Grand  Encampment  has  yet  reported 
upon  the  subject?    Or  has  the  M.  £.  Grand  Master,  B.  B.  French,  as  yet  ap- 
proved, recommended,  or  directed  any  authoritative  standard  or  model  ?    If 
this  has  not  yet  been  done,  it  strikes  us  that  all  labor  or  money  expended  in 
modifying  the  existing  methods  adopted  by  the  Commanderies  respectively,  is 
labor,  or  money,  or  both,   thrown  away.    Previous  to  the  last  conclave  of 
the  G.  G.  Encampm^t,  large  sums  of  money  were  expended  for  black  equip- 
ments by  the  various  Sir  Knights,  and  this  money  proved  a  total  loss.    Perhaps 
some  curious  explorers  of  mediieval  history  may,  within  a  very  short  time,  dis- 
cover that  the  Soldiers  of  the  Temple  have  been  using  tho  drill,  and  perhaps 
even  the  ritual,  of  some  unspeakable  degree  or  order,  to  which  they  have  no 
title  dating  back  beyond  two  or  three  hundred  years.     We  shudder  at  the  bare 
hypothesis,  but  in  the  meantime  earnestly  caution  the  Sir  Knights  to  wait  the 
orders  which  come  down  the  line. 


Bbo.  S.  C.  Coffihbubt,  P.  G.  H.  P.,  and  J.  Eastman  Johnson,  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  will  please  take  notice  that  the 
readers  of  Thb  Ashlab  expect  them  respectively  to  let  their  Masonic  light  shine 
along  its  pages,  (so  doth  the  Editor,)  and  will  therefore  "  govern  themselves 
accordingly."  Thb  Ashlab  expects  every  Brother  to  do  his  duty.  This  is  a 
"  Vermillion  edict." 


D:^  The  frequent  notes  received  from  our  typographical  friend,  Whitmarsh, 
and  the  incessant  sound  which  falls  upon  our  unaccustomed  ear,  remind  us  so 
forcibly  of  the  days  of  yore,  that  we  must  be  pardoned  by  our  old  and  lifetime 
friend,  Hon.  J.  Stbblino  Mobton,  now  Secretary  of  Nebraska^  for  employing 
the  following  copy  from  his  earlier  productions.  To  which  one  of  our  readers 
will  it  not  bring  back  a  full  tide  of  deep  emotion  ?  If  it  fails  to  do  this,  then, 
for  a  marvel,  he  is  made  of  sterner  stuff  than  we^"  albeit "  ourselves  "  unused 
to  the  melting  mood." 

"  *  Copt  !*  *  Copt  I ' '  Copt  I '  is  the  cry  of  the  printer  from  mom  till  dewy 
eve.  And  so  it  is  the  call  the  wide  world  over.  The  mother,  when  she  first 
traces  in  that  sweet  baby-face  the  lineaments  of  her  father — when  the  morning 
beams  of  thoueht  and  consciousness  first  flit  across  its  snow-flake  brow — with 
all  a  woman's  neart-toned  eloquence,  murmurs  '  Copy,  Copy,*  The  wanderer 
in  far-off  lands,  when  he  receives  from  home  that  little  pacxage,  opens  it,  and 
there,  traced  by  the  magic  pencils  of  the  sun,  are  the  dear  faces  of  those  loved 
ones,  away  over  the  waters,  in  that  happy,  quiet  home— all  here — all— every- 
thing but  life  and  langpiage — how  that  lone  heart  flutters,  and  from  its  deeps 
sends  up  the  tribute  of  a  tear,  to  fall  upon  those  idols  of  its  worship — while 
the  grateful  lip  whispers,  *  Copy — Copy*    And,  reader,  you  have  a  place  yon 
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call  the  old  homestead — ^who  has  not  ? — jou  see  it  now — ^there  is  the  old  home 
with  its  moss-grown  roof— there  is  the  well  with  its  old  red  curb  and  the  big 
trough  by  it,  in  which  yon  sailed  yoar  mimic  fleet,  and  there  is  the  old  bam 
where  yon  ased  to  watch  the  swallows  build  their  nests,  and  wish  yon  too  were 
a  bird,  there  the  purling  brook  where  you  run  those  little  water-wheels,  and 
made  those  mimic  mills,  and  up  there  is  the  same  green  hill,  and  on  it  stands 
the  same  grand  old  elm  where  you  used  to  swing,  there  the  spring,  too,  and 
thirsty  flocks  around  it — all  there !  Ah !  but  they  are  not  there — ^yon  were 
dreaming.  Where  the  hill  and  the  house  were,  there  the  Railroad  runs  now; 
where  the  little  brook  poured  its  purling  music  on  the  ear,  we  now  hear  the 
quick,  hurried  breath  of  the  Iron  Horse,  as  he  rushes  along  his  chaneeless 
course.  And  are  they  all  gone  ?  Come  with  us,  here  away  up  these  flights  of 
stairs,  and  here  we  are  in  this  little  room.  See  that  pale-browed  man  ron- 
der,  with  that  brush  and  pallet :  he  is  an  artist.  And  look  here — see  these 
speaking  colors — these  forms  that  almost  breathe— here  this  landscape :  that 
landscape  f  Oh !  there  is  our  old  home — the  old  house  where  we  were  bora, 
and  the  bam,  and  the  brook,  and  away  over  the  hill-top,  with  the  flowers  and 
the  woods  still  on  it  as  of  old,  we  see  the  spire  of  the  little  church.  Ah!  we 
remember  that  church — how  well — and  when  they  told  us  that  Mother  had  gone 
to  heaven,  and  we  heard  the  bell  toll  so  solemnly  and  slow — ah!  yes,  we 
remember  how  we  wondered  and  wept  in  that  old  church — how  on  that  day  we 
looked  at  our  mother's  angel-face  and  cried  to  see  the  smile  that  rested  there, 
because  we  deemed  her  glad  to  leave  us  all  alone — all  hen — ^all  herb  1  Yes, 
'  Oopy*  Copy-*  And  thus  it  is  with  the  world  when  death  flings  bis  icy  hand 
across  the  heart-strings  of  the  noble  and  good,  and  sounds  the  sad  farewell  to 
earth  and  time.  Then,  when  they  are  not,  the  world's  great  voice  calls  hoarselv, 
'  (^py*  ^py»  Oopy  !  *  So  when  Calhoun  and  Clay  died ;  and  then  when  Web- 
sters  giant  soul  whispered  in  the  world's  dull  ear, '  1  still  live,*  and  strided 
to  eternity ;  the  stem  warrior  and  proud-browed  Statesmen  looked  upward  to 
the  sky  with  streaming  eyes,  while  their  surging  hearts  beat, '  Cbpy,  Cbpy, 
Copy  V  and  the  people,  and  the  nations,  and  the  great  world  itself  sighed,  *  CipUt 
Copyt  Copy  I  *  But,  alas !  of  hearts  and  souls  like  his  there  is  none  for  of  saoi 
'  Copy,'  the  Ghkat  Author  is  sparing ;  and  the  garden  of  mind,  like  that  of 
earth,  must  have  its  century  plants." 


d^  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  none  of  our  readers  will  neglect  perusal  of  Grako 
Master  Tucker's  remarks  on  the  history  of  the  Masonic  Lectures,  extracted 
for  this  number  of  The  Ashlar.  In  our  next  we  shall  quote  Bro.  Tucker's 
account  of  the  relation  of  Bro.  John  Barney's  lectures  to  the  Webb  and  Preston 
work.  This  will  give  a  complete  history  of,  and  embody  the  authority  for,  the 
method  of  the  ritual  now  generally  adopted  as  standard  among  us.  The  next 
step  will  be  to  reconcile  the  merely  verbal  and  formal  discrepancies,  which  are 
really  fewer  than  many  Brothers  apprehend.  Then  render  the  whole,  usque  ad 
unguem,  imperative  in  each  of  our  Lodges.  We  understand  that  R.  W.  Sam- 
uel WiLLSON,  Grand  Lecturer  of  Vermont,  is  now  visiting  the  jurisdiction  of 
Iowa,  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  State  npon  the 
matter  of  duly  "  ordering  the  work."  We  hope  this  visitation  may  yield,  as  it 
promises,  fraits  of  harmony  and  substantial  information.  Bro.  Willson,  on  the 
high  testimony  of  Grand  Master  Tucker,  is  in  accurate  and  full  possession  of  the 
simon-pure  Webb-Preston-Gleason-Bamey  work.  If  this  be  so,  and  we  see  no 
occasion  for  doubt,  then  the  pillars  of  Hercules  are' about  to  be  set  up  for  as  id 
the  West,  beyond  which  there  need  be  no  further  voyaging.  We  appeal  to  oar 
ancient  and  perpetual  friend,  Blanchard,  of  Michigan,  who  also  claims  the 
simon-pure.  How  is  it  1  Let  us  have  the  true  light  in  all  its  fullness  and 
splendor. 


THE   ASHLAB.  487 

Hindoo,  and  a  host  of  others  now  within  the  pale,  would  be 
exclnded.  Indeed,  many  who  claim  the  name  of  Christian, 
but  who  do  not  regard  the  Bible  as  divinely  inspired,  or  as 
a  direct  revelation  from  Qod,  would  necessarily  be  refused. 
One  of  the  brightest  Masonic  lights  in  Michigan — a  man  of 
exemplary  life,  who  has  been  honored,  and  is  still  honored, 
by  the  Graft  by  offices  of  trust  and  honor — ^would,  by  this  test 
of  the  Grand  Master,  have  been  kept  out  of  the  IVaternity. 
Ouided  by  the  rule  laid  down  by  M.  W.  J.  Adams  Allen, 
where  is  the  universality  of  Masonry  ?  How  does  Masonry 
*^  unite  men  of  every  country,  sect  and  opinion,  and  concili- 
ate true  friendship  among  those  who  might  otherwise  have 
Temained  at  a  perpetual  distance  ?" 

It  is  indeed  amusing  to  see  the  universality  of  Masonry 
attacked,  by  charging  those  who  seek  to  maintain  it,  as  ^'  a 
few  individuals "  attempting  ^^  to  engraft  upon  the  Masonic 
tree"  a  "  heresy."  No,  Qrand  Master  Allen,  it  is  the  re- 
verse of  this.  You  are  among  the  few  who  are  seeking  to 
engraft  a  heresy  on  die  Masonic  tree.  ^ 

We  seek  not  to  lessen  the  influence  of  the  Bible ;  we  seek 
not  to  remove  it  from  the  Lodge,  or  to  counteract  the  force  of 
its  teachings.  Our  efforts  are  just  the  reverse  of  this  ;  but 
we  seek  to  leave  the  Bible  in  the  Lodge  where  Masonry  leaves 
it.  We  let  each  individual  member  judge  of  it  for  himself; 
and  when  the  candidate  comes  to  the  door  of  the  Lodge,  we 
require  of  him  only  a  profession  of  belief  in  God  as  an  over- 
ruling providence.  As  far  as  religious  belief  is  concerned, 
MoAonry  requires  no  other  profession ;  and  it  can  require  no 
other  without  destroying  the  great  characteristic  of  the  Or- 
der. Every  candidate,  says  the  Grand  Master,  must  believe 
in  "  the  doctrine  of  a  Messiah,"  i.  e.,  Christ.  There  is 
a  large  number  of  Israelites  who  have  been  made  Ma- 
sons in' the  United  States  and  belong  to  Lodges.  Is  there 
one  of  them  who  believes  in  the  ^*  doctrine  of  a  Christ"  as 
the  Grand  Master  designates  ?  No,  not  one.  Are  no  more 
Israelites  to  be  made  Masons  in  Michigan  ?  Indeed,  so  far 
does  the  theory  of  the  Grand  Master  go,  that  it  appears  to 
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us  that  none  except  those  who  profess  a  belief  in  the  doc- 
trines of  the  popular  Christian  churches  could  be  made 
Masons.  Not  a  few  Unitarian  and  Uniyersalist  clergymen, 
who  lead  exemplary  lives  and  are  models  of  practical  good 
to  those  around  them,  are  excluded. 

In  former  numbers  of  The  Ashlab  this  subject  has  been 
fully  treated.  As  the  burden  of  proof  is  not  on  us,  we  do 
not  propose  to  say  more  at  this  time ;  but  we  shall  be  ready 
at  all  times  to  combat  an  error  as  grave  as  that  whkh  the 
Grand  Master  of  Michigan  has  put  forth  as  solemn  truth. 


^  .♦.  < 


mm  ChfB  Blgnttaul  Journal. 
THE   flute's    of   THE   PILLARS   OF   THE   PORCH, 

BT  BKO.  TBI  X.  W.  WM.  8.  BOCKWKLL. 


Every  Freemason  is  familiar  with  what  is  taught  respecting 
these  Pillars,  in  the  Fellow  Graft  Degree,  the  design  and 
mode  of  their  construction,  and  to  what  uses  they  were  put 
But  our  Lectures  have  been  frequently  altered,  revised,  and 
remoulded,  and  it  is  not  impossible — scarcely  improbable — 
that  errors  may  have  crept  in,  which,  by  frequent  repetition, 
bave  come  to  be  regarded  as  historical  truth.  In  this  way, 
many  things  now  held  as  true,  regarding  the  building  of  King 
Solomon's  Temple,  but  which  are  rendered  more  than  doubt- 
ful when  brought  into  the  light  of  undoubted  Historical 
Truth,  may  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  without  impugning 
the  integrity  of  Masonic  Tradition.  In  the  case  of  these 
Pillars,  the  argument  of  Bro.  Rockwell  is  a  philological  one, 
and  will  not  be  fully  comprehended,  perhaps,  save  by  those 
who,  from  a  familiarity  with  more  languages  than  one,  are 
prepared  to  see  the  force  of  his  ratiocination.  We  confess 
we  have  been  forcibly  impressed  with  it,  and  if  not  prepared 
to  pronounce  it  a  demonstration,  are  yet  free  to  acknowledge 
that  we  are  no  little  shaken  in  our  prejudice  in  favor  of  the 
received  teaching. 

It  affords  us  the  more  pleasure  to  be  able  to  give  this  essay 
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6f  our  learned  Brother  to  our  readers,  as  it  has  come  to  us 
literally  as  that "  which  was  lost,  but  is  found  again  " — ^the 
original  having  been  consumed  with  other  MSS.  of  our 
M.  W.  Brother  in  the  conflagration  of  his  dwelling  some  two 
years  since.  We  doubt  if  it  would  have  ever  been  re-written, 
and  we  owe  this  copy  to  the  easy  and  graceful  pen  of  the 
accomplished  wife  of  our  M.  W.  Brother  J.  D.  Evans,  Past 
Grand  Master  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York  : 

"In  the  twenty-first  verse  of  the  English  version  of  the 
fifty-second  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  it  is  said  *  the  height  of 
one  pillar  was  eighteen  cubits,  and  a  fillet  of  twelve  cubits 
did  compass  it,  and  the  thickness  thereof  was  four  fingers : 
it  was  hollow/  The  italics  wtich  occur  in  the  English 
version  denote  that  these  words  are  not  found  in  the  Hebrew 
original.  Their  use  in  the  present  case  has  too  much  obscured, 
if  not  entirely  perverted  the  meaning  of  the  inspired  writer. 
The  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  these  famous  pillars 
were  hollow,  and  the  thickness  of  the  metal  shell  was  only 
four  fingers.  Certainly  nothing  is  more  foreign  to  the  narra- 
tive than  such  an  idea,  nor  farther  from  the  truth.  The 
literal  translation  of  that  verse  will  clearly  exhibit  this  fact, 
in  somewhat  rude  English,  however ;  thus  it  reads  in  the 
original:  *And  the  pillars  eighteen  cubits  high,  the  one 
pillar,  and  a  thread  of  twelve  cubits  went  around  him,  and 
his  thickness  four  fingers  hollow.'  It  is  material  for  the 
critical  reader  to  note  here  that  *  hollow '  is  given  for  the 
meaning  of  the  Hebrew  NBUB ;  it  is  by  no  means  certain 
that  this  is  its  true  signification.  Indeed  its  derivation  is 
somewhat  obscure ;  but  whatever  it  does  mean,  it  stands  in 
opposition  with  AiBIU,  the  third  person  plural,  masculine, 
with  suffix  of  AiB,  thickness.  This  thickness  is  generally 
referred  to  the  shell  of  the  Pillar,  but  if  such  were  the  case 
it  would  seem  from  the  description  of  the  brazen  sea  in  1 
Kings  7 :  26,  that  the  proper  phrase  is  not  made  use  of  by 
the  author  of  the  account  preserved  in  Jeremiah.  In  the 
21st  verse  of  the  seventh  chapter  of  1  Kings,  the  phrase  is 


490  THE  A8HLAE. 

AiBI  TPhE,  a  '^  hand  breadth  thick/'  literally  <^  thickness  a 
hand  breadth,"  and  the  striking  difiference  is  that  AiBI,  thick- 
nessj  is  not  used  in  the  plural  number.  The  inference  is  jnst 
that  these  different  phrases  have  not  the  same  meaning. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  plural  form  of  the  nonn  is  used 
becanse  the  thickness  is  referred  to  the  two  pillars,  but  every 
Hebraist  knows  that  the  pronominal  suffix  vav  signifies  kiSj 
and  if  the  writer  had  intended  to  say  their ^  he  would  have 
used  the  plural  suffix  EM,  and  the  word  would  have  read 
AiBIEM.  It  is  clearly  evident,  therefore,  that  the  thicknesses 
spoken  of  in  the  verse  under  consideration,  whatever  they 
were,  belonged  to  each  of  the  pillars,  and  this  negatives  the 
idea  that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  the  thickness  of  the  metal 
which  composed  the  shell  of  the  pillar,  and  some  other 
reference  of  the  phrase  NBUB  must  be  sought  for  than  that 
to  its  internal  hoUowness.  The  Septuagint  translators  seem 
to  render  the  two  Hebrew  words  AiBI  and  NBUB,  by  the 
Greek  term  translated  hollows. 

The  inquiry,  then,  must  be  directed  to  ascertain  what  the 
thicknesses  really  were,  thus  described  as  four  fingers^ 
NBUB,  and  as  they  cannot  be  referred  to  the  internal  cavity  of 
the  pillar,  upon  what  part  of  it  they  are  to  be  sought. 

The  true  signification  of  AiB,  thickness^  is  obscured  by  the 
fact  that  we  are  not  assured  of  an  acquaintance  with  its 
obsolete  radical.  Qesenius  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  derived 
from  AiBB,  to  cover  or  to  hide,  and  hence  he  concludes  that 
AiB,  which  he  considers  its  derivative,  signifies  a  projection^ 
a  step^  a  threshold.  Perhaps  AiB  might  be  more  properly 
considered  the  radical,  and  AiBB  a  re-duplication  of  the 
primitive  idea.  The  letter  Ain  frequently  interchanges,  or 
rather  is  softened  into  aleph;  we  find  ABB  signifying  to 
sprout^  and  lexicographers  assign  to  it  the  primary  idea  of 
protrusion,  AiB  signifies  also  a  cloudy  hence,  darkness ;  and 
AiBD,  derived  from  the  same  root,  means  to  labors  to  till  the 
ground.  A  cultivated  field  at  once  suggests  the  idea  that  it 
is  furrowed.  This  idea  is  remarkably  coincident  with  the 
meaning  of  the  word  NBUB,  with  which  AiBIU  is  in  opposi- 
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tion ;  supposing,  as  seems  to  be  generally  agreed,  that  NBUB 
is  the  Niphil  form  of  the  root  BUB,  to  hollow. 

The  Hebrew  also  furnishes  another  obscure  word  from  the 
same  unknown  radical  rendered  a  hollow — a  hole.  In  the 
phrase  NBE  AilN,  pupil  of  the  eye^  it  is  supposed  to  be  so 
used  because  of  the  hole  in  the  iris ;  but  the  idea  above 
suggested  of  protrusion  as  the  radical  signification,  is  quite 
as  applicable. 

The  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  the  English  rendering  is 
much  strengthened  by  the  Septuagint  version,  which  does  not 
sanction  the  idea  that  there  was  but  one  hollow  to  each  pillar, 
but  translates  both  words  together  and  in  the  plural.  The 
Hebrew  word  is  supposed  to  be  an  architectural  phrase ;  if 
so,  its  obscurity  is  at  once  accounted  for  by  the  singular 
poverty  of  the  language  in  architectural  terms,  due  perhaps 
to  the  nomadic  character  of  the  people.  If  the  pillars  were 
fluted,  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  descriptions  will  agree,  the 
flutes  themselves  represented  by  NBUB,  hollowed,  and  the 
angles,  the  projections  denoted  by  AiBIU,  thicknesses. 

The  misapprehension  that  the  hollows  were  in  the  interior 
of  the  column,  will  be  removed  by  an  attentive  examination 
of  the  description  of  the  same  ornaments  contained  in  1 
Kings,  7 : 6,  where  this  very  AiB,  thickness,  is  said  to  be 
*  on  the  face  of  the  column.^ 

Hamadim  veab  alpeniem.  Our  version,  however,  trans- 
lates this,  ^^  and  the  other  pillars  and  the  thick  beam  were 
before  them."  We  know  from  other  sources  that  these  pillars 
supported  nothing ;  and  therefore  AiB,  here  rendered  thick 
beam^  was  not  on  the  top  of  the  pillars ;  the  preposition  used 
is  AiL  PhNI,  literally,  *  on  the  face  of;^  this  AiB  rendered 
in  1  Kings,  7 :  6,  a  thick  beam^  and  described  on  the  face  of 
the  pillars,  is  said  by  Jeremiah  52 :  21,  to  be  NBUB,  hollow ; 
the  poverty  of  the  Hebrew  in  architectural  terms,  making 
necessary  this  curious  circumlocution  and  consequent  obscuri- 
ty. Both  descriptions  are  satisfied,  therefore,  by  considering 
the  pillars  fluted. 

It  may  be  said  that,  after  all,  this  is  but  a  conjecture,  and 
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one  reasonable  conjecture  is  quite  as  sensible  as  another. 
This  is  tme.  I  propose,  however,  to  submit  the  conjectore 
of  the  solidity  of  the  pillars  and  their  fluted  character  to 
what  in  such  an  investigation  might  be  aptly  termed  an  exper- 
imetUum  crucis.    Let  it  be  tried  by  the  rules  of  architecture. 

If  we  know  the  character  of  a  column,  we  know  the 
number  of  its  flutes  and  their  depth.  In  the  Corinthian  and 
Ionic  there  are  usually  twenty-four ;  in  the  Doric,  which  is 
supposed  to  precede  these  orders  in  point  of  time,  there  are 
twenty ;  and  in  the  most  ancient  example  of  the  Doric  order 
now  extant,  the  Temple  of  Minerva,  at  Sunium,  the  modern 
Capo  Colonna,  its  columns  have  but  sixteen  flutes.  The 
columns  of  Egyptian  architecture  in  the  tombs  at  Beni 
hassan,  have  also  sixteen  flutes :  and  they  preceded  the  Tem- 
ple of  Solomon  by  an  unascertained  interval  of  time,  certainly 
not  less  than  five  hundred  years. 

The  number  sixteen^  among  the  Egyptians,  had  a  peculiar 
symbolic  signification;  it  denoted  delight  and  sexual  inte^ 
course ;  or  rather  the  conjunction  of  the  male  and  female 
principles.  In  their  cosmogony,  the  cause  of  procreation 
and  reproduction  was  denoted  by  two  numbers,  sixteen,  or 
two  sizteens.  In  a  symbolic  column  we  might  naturally 
expect  all  its  parts  to  bear  some  symbolic  reference;  I 
therefore  incline  to  consider  sixteen  the  number  of  flutes  in 
each  pillar.  Assuming  them  at  this  number,  on  drawing  the 
scale  for  the  flutes  according  to  architectural  rules,  we  find 
the  depth  of  each  flute  is  three  inches  and  seven^eiffhths  (A 
an  inch  from  the  circumference,  just  four  fingers  or  a  hand's 
breadth ;  one-sixth  of  a  cubit,  or  one-seventh  of  a  sacred 
cubit,  lacking  half  an  inch !  The  depth  is  reckoned  from  the 
circumference.  If  a  straight  rule  is  laid  on  the  projecting 
angles  of  a  fluted  column,  we  have  the  chord  of  the  semicir- 
cular or  elliptic  arc  of  the  flute,  and  the  measurement  in  depth 
would  fall  a  trifle  short  of  that  stated.  This  measurement 
from  the  circumference  of  the  column,  a  describer,  by  a  mere 
view  of  the  pillars,  could  not  have  known  or  discovered  by 
actual  examination,  and  the  conjecture  is  highly  probable, 
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that  the  de8criptio&  in  Jeremiah  is  taken  from  the  original 
records  on  file  in  the  Temple  archives  originally  used  to  guide 
the  workmen. 

Finally,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  «  cylindrical  cavity  of 
only  four  fingers  (8|  inches)  in  the  interior  of  a  column  of 
eight  feet  diameter,  would  not  only  be  too  unimportant  an 
item  of  description,  even  if  knpwn,  but  they  could  hardly  be 
intended  to  subserve  ,the  purpose  to  which  it  is  said  they 
were  applied.  If,  however,  the  cavities  were  on  the  face  of 
the  pillars,  they  would  become  an  essential  portion  of  the 
description." 


»•♦•  •i 


EXTKACT   FROM   THE    ADDRESS   OF   THE   GRAND 
MASTER    OF    INDIANA,    IN     MAT    LAST. 


The  scythe  of  Time  is  constantly  in  motion,  cutting  down 
the  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor ;  and  it  is  beyond  the  power 
of  man  or  any  institution  under  his  control,  to  stay  or  check 
the  mandate  that  calls  our  members  from  their  labors  of  love 
and  usefulness  on  earth,  to  try  the  realities  of  another  state 
of  existence ;  neither  can  we  foretell  how  many  will  be  left 
to  our  care  and  protection  from  year  to  year,  and  the  amount 
of  assistance  that  may  be  required  at  our  hands  for  the  relief 
of  their  present  necessities.  But  if  we  are  true  and  faithful 
to  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  shall  guard  closely  the  fountain 
from  which  those  left  to  our  care  are  to  receive  aid  and  relief, 
that  a  supply  may  ever  be  within  our  control. 

Deaih  is  not  the  only  cause  that  creates  a  demand  upon  us 
for  relief;  there  are  many,  some  of  which  may  be  checked  in 
their  onward  progress  by  the  united  efibrt  of  the  Fraternity. 
Moral  influence  will  greatly  diminish  the  wants  and  necessi- 
ties of  those  who  are  constantly  demanding  and  pleading  for 
assistance,  some  of  whom  are  often  unwilling  to  accept  as  aid 
good  and  wholesome  instruction.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  name  a  few  of  the  causes  intimated,  and  suggest  a  thought 
or  two  as  to  the  remedy.    Immorality,  in  its  various  forms, 
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carries  in  its  train  disease,  want  and  misery,  all  tending  to 
increase  the  demand  upon  onr  benevolence,  to  supply  the 
wants  that  would  have  been  relieved  or  prevented,  could  our 
teachings,  rules  and  regulations  have  been  universal  in  their 
influence;  and  we  feel  that  such  should  be  the  case  with 
Masons. 

We  are  taught  in  Masonry  to  be  temperate,  prudent,  dis- 
creet and  industrious.  Intemperance  is  a  great  enemy  to  our 
teachings,  and  by  its  influence  is  ever  baffling  our  best  efforts 
to  moralize  man.  We  should  then  buckle  on  the  whole  armor 
of  Masonry,  and  be  ever  in  the  field,  ready  and  willing  to 
defend  our  brethren  from  the  effects  of  its  power.  Temper- 
ance is  our  first  cardinal  virtue,  and  if  we  do  not  live  strictly 
in  accordance  with  our  teachings  and  tenets,  we  are  Masons 
only  in  name,  and  it  is  said  there  is  nothing  in  a  name.  If 
there  is  nothing  in  Masonry,  we  are  then  false  in  our  profes- 
sions, and  therefore  labor  for  naught.  Intemperance  makes 
widows  and  orphans,  who  are,  to  a  great  extent,  dependent 
upon  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  our  Institution  for  assist- 
ance and  relief.  Intemperance  is  the  great  progenitor  of 
idleness,  vice  and  crime  of  every  kind.  Masonry  wars  against 
vice  in  all  its  forms,  and  inculcates  virtue  and  morality  in 
every  lecture  and  lesson.  It  then  becomes  our  duty  to  govern 
ourselves  as  Masons,  and  thereby  lessen  the  demand  upon  us 
for  aid,  and  thus  while  we  decrease  the  misery  and  want  of 
our  fellow  creatures,  we  increcLse  our  own  happiness.  The 
intemperate  and  immoral  man  is  usually  an  idler ;  and  if  a 
reformation  is  not  produced,  the  day  will  come  when  he,  and 
perhaps  his  family,  will  be  compelled  to  rely  upon  friends, 
or  some  institution  for  aid,  and  our  Order  has  this  day  many 
who  are  drawing  heavily  upon  it,  in  consequence  of  that  vice. 
In  view  of  the  interest  of  the  Institution,  it  is  as  much  our 
duty  to  check  the  drafts  or  demands,  as  it  is  to  furnish  the 
supplies.  While  we  are  laboring  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the 
distressed,  we  should  at  the  same  time  discountenance  and 
drive  from  our  Institution  those  evil  influences  which  are  a 
drain  upon  our  treasury.    Let  the  world  once  leani  that  we 
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Iv^ar  against  vice  and  immorality  at  all  times,  and  many  who 
are  now  seeking  admission  among  us,  will  cease  their  efforts, 
or  reform ;  and  if  the  latter,will  benefit  themselres  and  honor 
US.  It  requires  no  argument  of  mine  to  convince  you  that 
crime  and  suffering  are  ronning  riot  through  onr  land.  Neither 
need  I  labor  to  show  that  we  are  all  exposed  to,  and  in  con- 
stant danger  of  falling  its  victims.  All  this  is  self-evident ; 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  we,  as  Masons,  are  constantly 
spending  time  and  means  to  relieve  the  distressed.  One  of 
our  fundamental  duties  is  to  warn  our  brethren  of  '^  approach- 
ing danger,"  and  in  my  remarks  I  wish  to  say,  that  I  feel 
there  is  danger  rapidly  approaching  us  and  our  Institution. 
The  doors  of  our  Lodges  are  constantly  on  the  swing ;  knock 
after  knock  is  heard,  and  men  of  all  classes  are  seeking  ad- 
mittance. Our  Order  is  more  prosperous  now  than  at  any 
time  past ;  but  in  this  prosperity  we  should  guard  well  our 
doors,  for  evil  and  wrong  are  ever  ready,  with  their  pleasing 
and  winning  insinuations,  to  lure  us  from  the  path  of  rectitude 
and  virtue. 


THE   CRAFT   IN  NEW   JERSEY. 


We  have  received  the  Beport  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey.  It  contains  little  of  general 
interest.  There  are  in  the  jurisdiction  about  fifty  Lodges, 
and  that  good  Mason,  Joseph  Trimble,  is  Grand  Master.  We 
select  from  his  address  the  following  sensible  remarks : 

I  am  induced,  however,  to  fear  that  irregularities  exist, 
which  it  may  require  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  erad- 
icate, and  suggest  that  a  resolution  be  passed  strictly  prohib- 
iting the  conferring  of  any  degree  on  more  than  one  candi- 
date at  a  time,  and  that  no  candidate  be  advanced  until  a 
month  shall  have  elapsed  after  receiving  a  degree,  nor  then 
until  he  has  made  suitable  proficiency  in  the  preceding  de- 
gree, of  which  the  members  shall  judge  after  an  examina- 
tion of  the  candidate  in  open  Lodge. 

The  depression  that  Masonry  has  labored  under  for  seve* 
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ral  years  pa&t  may  be  attributed,  in  part,  to  the  want  of  com- 
petent Masonic  education  in  the  officers  of  Lodge8,who,  &om 
this  cause,  are  unable  to  communicate  full  and  correct  in- 
struction to  the  candidate  for  Masonry  they  must  admit; 
hence  it  is  that  a  very  general  want  of  information  in  regard 
to  Masonry,  to  the  beauty,  regularity  and  completeness  of 
the  work,  and  the  valuable  lessons  taught  by  it,  exists  among 
the  Craft.  Very  many  persons,  therefore,  who  would  be  val- 
uable acquisitions  to  any  society,  and  who  have  become  Mar 
sons  in  the  expectation  of  mingling  with  those  in  whose 
society  they  might  not  only  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  social  inter- 
course, but  derive  benefit  from  the  great  moral  lessons  taught 
by  our  interesting  ceremonies,  and  explained  in  that  beauti- 
ful and  comprehensive  language  peculiar  to  ourselves,  upon 
their  admission  into  the  Order  find  themselves  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment, and  either  absent  themselves  from  the  Lodge, 
or,  if  they  do  attend,  the  repetition  of  the  same  routine  of 
proceedings,  without  life  or  spirit,  discourages  many,  who 
either  withdraw  altogether  from  communion  with  us,  or,  re- 
maining in  membersl^p,  feel  but  little  of  that  interest  in  the 
Order  that  should  actuate  every  Mason.  This  has  been,  in 
some  measure,  the  condition  of  the  Masonic  Order  in  this 
jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  perceived  the  evil,  and  ap- 
plied its  energies  to  efiect  a  cure.  She  is  striving  to  instruct 
the  Graft  throughout  the  State,  and  I  trust  that  the  efibrt  she 
is  making  will  be  assisted  heartily  by  the  Lodges  under  her 
care  ;  by  strict  attention  and  earnest  effort  to  obtain  instruc- 
tion ;  by  exacting  complete  proficiency  before  advancing  a 
candidate  ;  by  informing  themselves  as  to  the  ancient  land- 
marks of  the  Order  and  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
By-Laws,  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  of  their 
own,  and  by  particular  care  in  regard  to  the  qualifications  of 
candidates  for  Masonry  previous  to  their  admission ;  always 
remembering  that  on  the  acts  and  conduct  of  each  individual 
member-  the  harmony  of  the  Lodge,  its  usefulness  and  pros- 

E)rity,  in  a  great  measure  depend.  The  prosperity  of  a 
edge  is  not  to  be  estimated  merely  by  the  number  of  Ma- 
sons it  may  make,  by  the  value  of  its  treasury,  nor  the  work 
that  is  done ;  but  it  is  to  be  measured  by  the  sterling  troth 
of  its  members,  and  their  proficiency  not  only  in  the  Masonic 
work,  but  in  a  thorough  and  complete  knowledge  and  contin- 
ued practice  of  the  great  lessons  in  morality,  of  brotherly 
love,  kindness  and  charity,  uprightness  of  conduct,  prudence 
and  trustworthiness,  which  are  taught  in  all  our  ceremonies 
and  lectures. 
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The  selection  of  officers  is  also  a  matter  of  vital  imporfr 
ance,  but  more  especially  in  the  choice  of  Master.  No 
member  of  a  Lodge  exerts  so  great  an  influence  upon  its 
character  and  well-being  as  the  Master;  to. him  the  officers 
and  members  look  for  the  good  government  of  the  Lodge, 
the  initiated  for  their  Masonic  education,  and  all,  from  Uie 
least  unto  the  greatest,  depend  upon  him  for  instruction,  as* 
sistance  and  advice  in  the  performance  of  their  several  Ma* 
sonic  duties.  It  is,  therefore,  a  question  of  the  greatest  mo* 
ment  in  whom  to  confide  this  important  trust. 

In  selecting  a  Master,  all  partiality,  all  mere  matter  of 
courtesy,  should  be  disregarded,  and  the  character,  ability 
and  Masonic  proficiency  of  members  should  be  the  only  re* 
commendation  that  ought  to  be  considered  when  making  a 
choice.  His  character,  that  the  brethren  may  have  the  beur 
efit  not  only  of  precept,  but  of  his  example,  to  incite  them 
to  improvement,  and  his  ability  and  Masonic  proficiency, 
that  he  maybe  able  to  instruct  the  brethren  in  the  great  prin« 
ciples  of  the  Order ;  and  as  the  Master  i^  looked  upon,  and 
should  be  the  guide  and  teacher  of  the  brethren,  and  is  in 
some  degree  responsible  for  the  good  conduct  of  the  Lodge 
over  which  he  may  be  called  upon  to  preside,  I  believe  that 
the  success  of  the  Lodge  and  the  progress  of  the  brethren  in 
attaining  Masonic  knowledge  would  be  promoted  by  continu- 
ing that  officer  from  time  to  time,  unless,  for  some  important 
reason,  a  change  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  Lodge. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  F.  0.  refers  to  matters 
mostly  of  local  interest.  It  pays  Bro.  H.  Q.  Reynolds,  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  Illinois,  the  following  well  deserved 
praise : 

The  lengthy  and  valuable  report  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence is  from  the  pen  of  their  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Harman 
G.  Reynolds,  which  is  fully  equal  to  any  of  those  we  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  reading. 

We  should  judge  that  Masonry  in  New  Jersey  was  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  would  carefully  guard  it  and  promote  its 
interests. 
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A   GENERAL   GRAND   LODGE. 


DuRiNO  the  past  few  years  the  subject  of  a  Greneral  Grand 
Lodge  has  been  considerably  discussed.  As  the  subject  is 
one  of  much  interest,  we  lay  before  our  readers  the  following 
extract  from  the  address  of  the  O.  M«  of  Minnesota  in  Octo- 
ber last : 

*'  At  our  last  Annual  Communication,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, approving  the  proposition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mainei 
with  reference  to  a  meeting  of  representatives  in  Chicago,  in 
September  1859,  to  attend  to  the  formation  of  a  Greneral 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States ;  and  further,  that  this 
Grand  Lodge  *  would,  at  the  proper  time,  select  its  represen- 
tation.' As  the  meeting  will  be  held  before  our  next  Annual 
Communication,  the  representation  must  be  elected  at  this. 

As  the  previous  action  of  Grand  Lodges  upon  the  subject 
of  a  General  Grand  Lodge  was  had  before  our  Grand  Lodge 
came  into  existence,  I  have,  from  such  records  as  my  library 
affords,  made,  and  herewith  present  the  following  compilation. 

The  first  proposition,  or  rather  the  germ  of  this  matter,  is 
found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, who,  at  an  emergent  meeting,  in  January,  1720,  nominat- 
ed or  proposed  General  Washington  as  G.  G.  M.  of  Masons. 

[  Bro.  John  Dove,  G.  S.  of  Virginia,  has  in  his  possession 
a  silver  medal,  struck  in  commemoration  thereof,  which  he 
showed  to  me.  On  one. side  is  the  face  of  Washington,  sur- 
rounded by  the  inscription,  *  G.  Washington,  President,  1797.' 
On  the  reverse  is  a  Masonic  carpet,  and  the  inscription, 
*  Amor^  Honor  et  Justiday  G.  W.  G.  G.  M.'  ] 

No  general  action  appears  to  have  been  had  upon  the  mat- 
ter. The  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia,  1790,  renewed  the  pro- 
posal ;  but  after  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  obtain  a  favor- 
able response,  the  matter  was  dropped.  The  Grand  Lodge 
of  South  Carolina  revived  the  subject  in  1799,  and  sent  her 
proceedings  to  all  the  Grand  Lodges,  inviting  their  concur- 
rence. In  1803  it  was  again  mooted,  but  deemed  impracti- 
cable by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Hampshire, 
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Massachasetts,  New  Jersey,  Maryland^  Yirgima,  and  also  by 
Georgia.  These  Orand  Lodges,  howerer,  recommended  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  several  Grand  Lodges,  ^  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  a  more  intimate  onion,  and  establish- 
ing a  regular  and  permanent  interconrse'  between  them; 
but  no  conrention  was  held. 

The  proposition  was  again  renewed  in  1809,  by  the  Orand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  same  resolt — no  general 
ir     DLCtion  was  had.    March  9th,  1822,  there  appeared  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  the  following : 

^  Masonic  Notice. — ^Those  members  of  Congress  who  belong 
. .  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  and  those  visitors  of  the  city  who 
are  or  have  been  members  of  any  State  Orand  Lodge,  are 
respectfully  invited  to  attend  a  meeting  in  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber this  evening  at  7  o'clock,  to  take  into  consideration 
matters  of  general  interest  to  the  Masonic  institution.' 
Pursuant  to  that  notice  there  assembled  a  large  number  of 
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^      the  brethren.    Thos.  JEtoss,  of  Ohio,  was  appointed  Chairman, 
and  Wm.  Darlington,  of  Pennsylvania,  Secretary. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  ofifered  by  M.  W.  Henry  Clay, 
[^       deeming  it  expedient  and  for  the  general  interests  of  the 
Order  to  constitute  a  O^neral  Orand  Lodge  of  the  United 
States.    A  committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  M.  W.  John  Marshall,  of  Virginia,  M.  W.  Henry 
Clay,  of  Kentucky,  M.  W.  Wm.  Winder,  of  Maryland,  Wm, 
S.  Cardell,  of  New  York,  M.  W.  Joel  Abbott,  of  Oeorgia, 
John  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Henry  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  H.  Eaton,  of  Tennessee,  M.  W.  Wm.  H.  Seaton,  of 
Washington,  M.  W.  H.  C.  Burton,  of  North  Carolina,  M.  W. 
^      Christopher  Bankin,  of  Mississippi,  and  M.  W.  Bev.  Thad- 
deus  Mason  Harris,  of  Massachusetts. 
.  The  action  had  by  the  Orand  Lodges  was  generally  adverse 

.  ,^  to  the  project,  particularly  Kentucky,  Missouri  and  Pennsyl- 
li  vauia.  Alabama  laid  the  subject  on  the  table.  The  Orand 
'  ^  Lodge  of  Ohio  (January,  1823)  ^  deemed  the  establishment 
^^  ^  of  a  Oeneral  Orand  Lodge  inexpedient,  but  recommended  a 
^''^!*       Grand  Convocation  of  Orand  Lodges,'  for  the  purpose  of 
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establishing  uniformitj  of  work,  and  recommended  *  soch 
measures  for  the  good  of  the  Craft  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient.' 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Colombia,  in  1828, 
adopted  resolutions  favoring  the  establishment  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge,  and  transmitted  with  them  an  address  to  the 
several  jurisdictions. 

The  only  action  with  reference  to  this  proposition  was  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  who,  by  a  vote  of  ayes  50  and  noes 
40,  resolved  that  ^  she  disapproves  the  object  of  said  resolu- 
tions and  address.' 

The  matter  was  dropped  for  fifteen  years.  Li  1839  ibe 
following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama:  ^  Resolvedy  That  all  Grand  Lodges  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  be  requested  to 
elect  one  delegate  to  meet  in  Greneral  Convention  on  the  first 
Monday  in  March,  1842,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  upon  a  uniform  mode  of  work 
throughout  all  the  Lodges  in  the  United  States ;  and  to  make 
other  lawful  regulations  for  the  interest  and  security  of  the 
Craft.' 

On  the  day  designated  by  the  above  resolution,  delegates 
were  in  attendance  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Alabama, 
Connecticut,  District  of  Columbia,  Massachusetts,  Maryland, 
Michigan,  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  Ehode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia ;  several  other  Grand  Lodges  had 
appointed  delegates,  who  did  not  attend. 

M.  W.  Chas.  Oilman,  of  Maryland,  was  elected  President, 
and  R.  W.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  and  James  Lawrenson, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Secretaries. 

One  of  the  first  questions  that  came  before  the  convention 
was  upon  the  admission  of  delegates  from  Michigan.  It  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  adversely  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigiui,  which  report  was 
unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  convention.  The  action  of 
the  convention,  although  acknowledged  by  the  Grand  Lodges 
(except  Ohio)  to  be  correct,  was  used,  by  those  opposed  to  a 
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Qeneral  Grand  Lodge  as  an  argument  against  the  organiza- 
tion of  such  a  bodj.  The  convention  considered  six  subjects, 
coming  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution  under  which  they 
"were  appointed. 

1.  Uniformity  of  work. 

2.  The  Bepresentative  system. 

3.  Necessity  of  Grand  Lodge  certificates. 

4.  Keceiving  promissory  notes  for  Degrees  conferred. 

5.  Transaction  of  Masonic  business  in  Lodges  below  the 
Degree  of  M.  M. 

6.  Upon  the  grade  of  penalty  to  be  inflicted  for  the  non- 
payment of  dues. 

These  were  questions,  particularly  the  last  three,  of  great 
importance  to  the  Craft  everywhere.  The  action  taken 
proved  the  advantage  that  could  be  derived  from  a  Grand 
Body  having  authority  to  speak  upon  these  and  kindred 
matters. 

Upon  Uniformity  of  Work,  the  convention  recommended 
a  convention  of  skillful  brethren,  one  or  more  for  each  Grand 
liodge,  to  be  styled  Grand  Lecturers,  to  meet  together  once 
in  three  years  to  compare  their  lectures  and  correct  varia- 
tions. In  accordance  with  the  recommendation,  delegates 
from  sixteen  Grand  Lodges  met  at  Baltimore,  in  May,  1843. 
Bro.  John  Dove,  of  Virginia,  was  elected  Chairman.  It  has 
been  supposed  that  they  agreed  on  a  system  of  work ;  but,  if 
they  did,  it  has  not  been  promulgated  to  the  Craft.  Each 
delegate  reported,  upon  his  return  home,  that  the  work  he  had 
formerly  taught  had  been  adopted,  with  slight  variations, 
except  some  new  things.  Two  text-books  were  issued,  differ- 
ing materially,  each  claiming  to  be  the  work  adopted.  I 
have  heard  a  dozen  variations  of  the  Lectures,  each  declared 
to  be  such  as  was  agreed  upon  at  Baltimore.  What  with 
the  introduction  of  new  *  Signs,*  ^  Due  Guards,'  and  '  High- 
est Pinnacles,'  &c.,  more  discrepancies  existed  in  the  work 
two  years  after  the  convention  than  did  two  years  previously. 
A  new  system  is  a  paying  institution.     But  I  am  digressing. 

The  convention  proposed  a  Grand  Masonic  convention,  to 

32 — ^VOL.  IV.       NO.  XI. 
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meet  triennially,  and  a  set  of  (eight)  Rules  for  the  govern- 
ment thereof,  to  go  into  eflFect  when  thirteen  Grand  Lodges 
approved  of  them ;  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  Winchester, 
Virginia,  in  1846.  That  meeting  did  not  take  place ;  the 
Grand  Lodges  appear  to  have  been  satisfied  with  one  conven- 
tion to  systematize  work.  The  representatives  of  five  Grand 
Lodges  only  were  in  attendance,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Iowa,  Michigan  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  they,  after 
waiting  three  days,  adjourned  sine  die.  In  the  meantime, 
(in  1845,)  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  proposed  a  con- 
vention, to  meet  at  Baltimore  in  1847,  to  assist  in  forming  a 
Grand  Lodge.  The  proposition  was  favored  by  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Florida, 
North  Carolina,  Wisconsin  and  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  opposed  by  those  of  South  Carolina,  Alabama,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Texas,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Virginia,  Con- 
necticut and  New  York. 

On  the  28d  of  September,  1847,  delegates  from  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Arkansas,  Florida,  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  Maryland  and  North  Carolina,  met  in 
Baltimore,  and  framed  a  constitution  for  a  Supreme  Grand 
Lodge,  which  was  transmitted  to  the  various  jurisdictions. 
But  little  attention  was  paid  to  it.  R.  W.  Wm.  P.  Mellen, 
of  Mississippi,  was  President,  and  Jos.  Robinson,  of  Mary- 
land, Secretary  of  the  convention.  In  1849  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  Maryland  each 
issued  circulars  proposing  another  convention  to  meet  in 
1850,  to  form  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  The  G.  M.  of  Rhode 
Island  framed  a  constitution,  which  was  adopted  by  his  Grand 
Lodge.  But  two  Grand  Lodges  appointed  delegates,  Maine 
and  Connecticut,  and  no  meeting  was  held. 

At  the  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Grand  Bodies,  in 
Boston,  in  1850,  the  subject  was  discussed,  but  no  formal 
meeting  was  held;  but,  upon  the  proposal  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maine,  delegates  to  act  upon  the  subject,  from  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Maine,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  Connecti- 
cut, and  New  York,  met  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  in  1853. 
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M.  W.  H.  B,  Haswell,  of  Vermont,  was  chosen  President, 
and  R.  W.  John  L.  Lewis,  Jr.,  of  New  York,  and  R.  W.  E. 
Q.  Storer,  of  Connecticut,  Secretaries.  Upon  motion,  dele- 
gates to  other  Grand  Bodies  then  in  session  at  that  place, 
bat  not  accredited  to  this,  were  invited  to  participate  in  the 
doings.  Accordingly  delegates  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Kentucky,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Missouri,  Alabama, 
Ohio,  Mississippi  and  Virginia,  enrolled  their  names.  A 
committee  reported  it  inexpedient  to  form  a  General  Grand 
Lodge  at  that  time,  but  recommended  a  plan,  under  the  title 
of  National  Confederation,  for  specific  objects,  as  proposed 
by  Finlay  M.  King  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  For 
the  further  maturing  of  said  plan,  it  was  recommended  that 
a  convention  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  in  1855. 

At  the  convention  held  in  accordance  with  that  recommend-  I 

ation,  delegates  were  present  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  I 

Alabama,  California,  the  District  of  Columbia,  New  York, 
Maryland,  Michigan,  and  Minnesota.  The  ofiBcers  were 
M.  W.  David  Clopton,  of  Alabama,  President ;  M  .W.  B.  B. 
French,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  M.  W.  Chas.  Gil- 
man,  of  Maryland,  Vice  Presidents ;  R.  W.  Finlay  M.  King, 
of  New  York,  and  M.  W.  A.  E.  Ames,  of  Minnesota,  Secre- 
taries. Two  propositions  were  made,  one  by  R.  W.  A.  C. 
Smith,  of  Michigan,  for  the  organization  of  a  General  Grand 
Lodge  with  limited  powers  ;  the  other  by  R.  W.  Finlay  M. 
King,  of  New  York,  for  a  National  Confederation.  The 
latter  was  finally  unanimously  adopted,  to  go  into  operation 
as  soon  as  sixteen  Grand  Lodges  adopted  the  proposition. 
It  met  the  fate  of  all  preceding  proposals. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  satisfied  that  a  General  Grand 
Body  is  desirable,  untiring  in  her  efibrts,  apparently  hoping 
against  hope,  has  again  called  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
proposes  a  convention  at  Chicago  next  September. 

Thus  we  see,  brethren,  that  this  matter  has  been  agitated 
for  seventy-eight  years,  to  wit :  1780,  '90,  '99,  1803,  '09, 
'22,  '23, '24, '89,  '42,  '43,  '45,  '47,  '50,  '58,  '55,  and  '57.  A 
period  of  sixty-seven  years  elapsed  after  it  was  first  mooted 
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before  a  convention  was  held.  One  question  only  that  was 
decided  then,  was  declared  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to 
the  Graft  to  repay  all  the  expense  and  toil  attending  it.  I 
allude  to  the  settlement  of  the  Michigan  matter. 

Nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges  have  adopted  resolutions,  ex- 
pressive of  the  opinion  that  a  body,  with  limited  and  weQ 
defined  powers,  possessing  authority  to  speak  upon  matters 
of  general  interest  to  the  Craft,  and  meeting  once  in  three 
years,  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Masonic  Institution ;  bat 
whilst  all  thus  acknowledge,  a  majority  even  cannot  agree 
upon  the  plan ;  and  those  that  agree  upon  a  plan,  differ  upon 
the  details. 

In  all  these  years  but  two  plans  have  been  proposed : 

1.  A  General  Grand  Lodge,  a  Supreme  Grand  Lodge,  or 
a  Grand  Masonic  Convention,  to  be  composed  of  delegates 
from  Grand  Lodges,  tq  meet  each  year  or  every  second  or 
third  year,  or  as  often  as  drcumstances  should  require,  to 
have  general  supervision  over  the  work  and  lectures  ;  decide 
questions  of  Masonic  jurisprudence ;  to  settle  differences  be- 
tween the  different.Grand  Lodges ;  between  Grand  Lodges  and 
their  Subordinates ;  to  grant  charters  for  Lodges  in  States  or 
Territories  where  no  Grand  Lodge  existed,  and  to  be  a  medium 
of  communication  with  Grand  Lodges  in  foreign  countries. 

2.  A  National  Confederation  of  Grand  Lodges,  which 
proposed  to  submit  any  difficulties  that  might  arise  between 
two  or  more  Grand  Lodges,  or  between  a  Grand  Lodge  and 
its  Subordinates,  if  of  a  revolutionary  character,  to  the  deci- 
sions of  the  Grand  Lodge,  parties  to  the  Confederacy ;  the 
concurrent  decision  of  sixteen  of  them  should  be  binding 
upon  all. 

The  second  proposition  was  reviewed  so  fuUy  and  ably  by 
my  predecessor,  in  his  address  on  the  opening  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1856,  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  further 
allude  to  it. 
The  objections  to  the  first  proposition  appear  to  be, 
1.  To  the  name  General  or  Supreme  Grand  Lodge — ^that 
it  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  State  Grand  Lodge  inferiority. 
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2.  Expense  in  attending  its  meetings,  circalating  its  pro- 
ceedings, (fee. 

8.  That  it  woold  lessen  the  sovereignty  of  the  Orand 
Lodge,  by  creating  an  absolute  and  supreme  head. 

4.  It  would  create  a  great  central  power,  that  would  be 
looked  to  by  every  restless  spirit,  through  which  imaginary 
wrongs  might  be  vindicated,  and  by  whose  instrumentality 
strife  and  discord  could  be  easily  engendered  between  the 
State  Orand  Lodges  and  any  of  its  own  created  Lodges. 

5.  It  would  be  dangerous  because  it  might  abuse  the 
powers  •entrusted  to  it.     . 

6.  Unnecessary,  inexpedient,  Utopian,  innovation ,  Sec, ,  &o. 
It  was  urged  by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  there  ex. 

ists  a  necessity  for  such  a  body,  to 

1.  Systematize  the  work  and  produce  uniformity. 

2.  Settle  differences  between  Grand  Lodges. 

8.  It  could  speak  with  potential  voice,  as  no  State  Grand 
Lodge  could  do,  to  arrest  innovations  in  the  body  of  Mason- 
ry, and  still  the  voice  of  discord. 

4.  Settle  or  determine  permanently  questions  of  general 
Masonic  Law  or  jurisprudence. 

5.  Promote  unity  by  extending  Masonic  acquaintance. 

6.  Complete  Masonic  organization. 

I  have  thus  laid  before  you  a  summary  of  all  the  action 
had  upon  this  important  subject,  found  in  the  published  pro- 
ceedings from  1780  until  the  present  time.'* 


THE  G.  CHAP.  OP  GEORGIA  AND  THE  G.  CHAP. 

OF  MICHIGAN. 


We  make  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  F.  C.  of  the  G.  G.  of  Georgia,  which  fully 
sustains  Michigan : 

^^The  Proceedings  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  in  January, 
1858,  are  before  us— the  M.  E.  S.  C.  Coffinberry,  presiding. 

There  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter 
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nineteen  Subordinate  Chapters ;  and  it  appears  every  one 
was  represented  at  this  Convocation.  It  may  be  that  a  sense 
of  duty  alone  would  have  secnred  such  a  general  representa- 
tion of  the  Subordinate  Chapters ;  but  there  were  drcom- 
stances  of  controlling  interest  to  the  jurisdiction  that  con- 
spired to  the  same  result.  These  are  fully  set  forth  in  the 
address  of  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  Priest*  This  is  an  able  docu- 
ment, and  there  are  many  passages  in  it  inviting  extraction, 
but  in  view  of  the  mass  before  us,  we  dare  not  pause  to  cull 
them.  The  field  is  full  of  flowersy  grateful  to  the  sight  and 
fragrant  to  the  smell,  but  there  is  wheat  in  it  which  tnust  be 
gathered,  ere  the  approaching  storms  of  winter  destroy  its 

value  or  scatter  the  grain." 

•  •••••• 

^^  This  case  thus  presents  a  supposed  conflict  between  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  G.  Chapter  of  Michi- 
gan, and  that  of  the  G.  G.  Chapter.  Comp.  Coffinberry,  in 
his  address,  enters  largely  and  elaborately  into  the  discussion 
of  this  question,  and,  as  it  seems  to  us,  successfully  estab- 
lishes that  there  is  no  conflict  between  them. 

By  Sec.  2,  Art.  1,  of  the  G.  Grand  Constitution,  jurisdio- 
tion  is  given  over  all  State  Grand  Chapters  (acknowledging 
its  jurisdiction),  ^  and  over  Chapters  in  those  States,  Dis- 
tricts, Republics,  or  Territories,  which  recognize  this  juris- 
diction, and  where  there  is  no  Grand  Chapter  regularly 
established  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution.' 
By  Sec.  8,  Art.  11,  it  is  provided — *The  several  State 
Grand  Chapters  shall  have  the  sole  government  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  several  R.  A.  Chapters  and  Lodges  of  M.  E. 
Past  and  M.  Master  Masons  within  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions, and  to  settle  the  controversies*  that  may  happen  be- 
tween them ;  and  shall  have  power,  under  their  respective 
seals,  and  the  signs  manual  of  their  respective  Grand  or 
Deputy  Grand  High  Priests,  Kings  and  Scribes,  attested  by 
their  respective  Grand  Secretaries,  to  constitute  new  Chap- 
ters of  R.  A.  Masons  within  their  respective  jurisdictions.' 

Sec.  7,  Art.  11,  limits  the  granting  of  Charters  only  upon 
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certain  certificates,  vouchers,  and  recommendations  of  the 
nearest  Chapter — a  limitation  clearly  inconsistent  with  the 
ample  powers  already  granted.  But  it  is  contended  by  the 
G.  O.  H.  Priest  that  the  provision  of  the  G.  Constitution  of 
Michigan,  authorizing  the  granting  a  Charter  or  Dispensation 
upon  the  recommendation  of  any  two  Chapters  in  the  State, 
is  in  conflict  with  the  clause  of  the  G.  G.  Constitution  last 
cited. 

It  would  tax  too  much  the  time  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to 
go  over  the  elaborate  argument  of  Oomp.  Coffinberry  and 
the  select  Committee  appointed  on  this  portion  of  his  address, 
able  as  it  is,  and  adverse  to  the  powers  claimed  and  exercised 
by  the  G.  G.  H.  Priest.  Indeed,  in  view  of  the  action  of 
the  G.  G.  Chapter  at  its  last  triennial  Convocation,  when  it 
declared  itself  to  be  the  creature  of  the  State  Grand  Chap- 
ters, and  that  its  powers  are  only  such  as  have  been  dele- 
gated to  it,  and,  too,  that  it  had  before  refused  to  take 
cognizance  of  complaints  of  Subordinate  Chapters  against 
their  Grand  Chapters,  we  cannot  conceive  by  what  mode  of 
reasoning  the  M.  E.  G.  G.  H.  Priest  obtained  his  own  con- 
sent to  the  exercise  of  the  powers  he  assumed.  Yet  we  give 
him  the  full  benefit  of  our  conviction  that  he  acted,  in  his 
own  judgment,  for  the  best,  and  in  the  legitimate  scope  of 
his  authority  and  duty. 

The  case  will  necessarily  result  in  the  injury  of  the  G.  G. 
Chapter.  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Florida  have  never 
owned  its  jurisdiction ;  Kentucky  and  North  Carolina  have 
recently  withdrawn  from  it ;  and  many  others  are  taking  the 
initiatory  steps  to  absolve  themselves  from  all  allegiance  to 
it.  The  hand-writing  is  on  the  wall,  and  it  admits  of  but 
one  interpretation — the  early  dissolution  of  the  G.  G.  Chap- 
ter, or,  at  least,  the  demonstration  of  its  utter  powerlessness 
for  good." 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  OFFICIAL  AI>. 
DRESS  OF  BRO.  A.  G.  MACKET,  GRAND  SBC- 
BETABT    OF    THE    G.    L.    OF    8.    C. 

(ooNTiiriTas.) 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsm  commenced  its  session  in 
the  city  of  Milwaukee,  on  the  8th  of  Jane.  Bro.  Baird,  the 
Grand  Master,  delivered  an  able  address,  in  which  he  takes 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  generid  good  feeling,  harmony  and 
prosperity  which  pervade  the  jorisdiction.  '^  Nothing,"  he 
says,  ^'  has  occurred  to  maror  destroy  that  peace  and  concord 
which  form  the  very  basis  of  our  social  ties ;  and  meeting 
under  circumstances  so  auspicious,  we  should  not  be  unmind- 
ful of  the  &vor,  but  return  fervent  thanks  to  the  Great  Dis- 
poser of  event8-*-the  Supreme  Grand  Master  of  heaven  and 
earth — 'for  the  many  blessiugs  we  enjoy,  both  social,  moral 
and  political,  above  any  other  people  in  the  umverse." 

In  referring  to  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine,  the  Grand  Master  introduced  the  now  almost  worn- 
out  topic  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge.  While  properly  leav- 
ing the  whole  matter  to  the  consideration  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Bro.  Baird,  with  some  reason,  and  yet  with  sufficient  explicit- 
ness,  expresses  his  own  unfavorable  views  of  the  establishment 
of  such  a  body ;  and  I  think  that  we  will  all  be  ready  to 
concur  with  Brother  Baird  in  his  remarks  on  this  subject: 

''  In  the  establishment  of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  one  of 
two  results  is  likely  to  follow,  i.  e.,  the  centralization  of  all 
power  and  authority  in  the  body  thus  created,  and  degrading 
the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  several  States  to  mere  subordinates ; 
or,  by  limiting  its  jurisdiction  and  powers  in  such  manner  as 
to  render  it  harmless,  and  be  like  the  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter, a  source  of  expense  rather  than  usefulness  to  the  Order." 

The  Grand  Master  warmly  recommends  the  adoption  of  the 
ten  propositions  submitted  by  the  Universal  Masonic  Congress, 
which  was  held  at  Paris  during  the  last  year.  He  thinks 
that  these  propositions  ^^  breathe  a  true  Masonic  spirit,  and  that 
their  universal  ratification  would  promote  the  interest  and 
welfare  of  the  whole  Masonic  family,  and  more  closely  unite 
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in  the  bonds  of  fraternity  the  Lodges  of  different  nations 
throughout  the  world." 

In  the  coarse  of  his  address,  the  Grand  Master  refers  to  an 
interesting  question  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence.  One  of  the 
Lodges  had,  after  fair  trial,  indefinitely  suspended  a  member 
for  some  adequate  offence.  Two  months  af^r,  on  the  regular 
night  of  meeting,  there  being  but  ten  members  present  out  of 
sixty,  the  Master  and  both  Wardens  being  absent,  and  no  due 
notice  of  the  intention  to  restore  having  been  given,  the  Lodge 
was  opened  by  a  Fast  Master,  and  the  suspended  member 
was  restored  by  a  resolution,  two-thirds  of  those  present  con- 
curring. Under  these  circumstances,  the  Orand  Master  de- 
clared the  action  of  the  Lodge  invalid,  and  that  the  suspen- 
sion was  not  removed. 

The  reasons  assigned  by  Bro.  Baird  for  this  decision  were 
twofold :  first,  that  the  meeting  was  irregular,  as  neither  the 
Master  nor  Wardens  were  present ;  and,  secondly,  because 
due  notice  had  not  been  given  of  the  intention  to  move  a 
restoration.  Undoubtedly  the  first  reason  was  alone  a  suf- 
ficient one.  The  warrant  of  constitution  is  granted  to  the 
Master  and  Wardens,  and  their  successors ;  and  unless  (me 
of  these  officers  is  present,  a  Lodge  cannot  be  opened.  A 
Past  Master  may  preside,  but  it  is  only  under  the  authority 
and  by  the  courtesy  of  a  Warden,  who  must  first  congregate 
the  Lodge.  The  decision  of  the  Grand  Master,  therefore,  so 
far  as  it  was  based  on  this  reason,  was  eminently  correct ;  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  for  this  cause  alone  the  meeting 
was  illegal  and  the  restoration  was  invalid. 

But  the  second  reason  does  not  strike  me  with  the  same 
force.  The  restoration  of  an  indefinitely  suspended  member 
is  always  by  resolution.  Now,  at  a  regular  meeting,  a  Lodge 
is  competent  to  discuss  and  adopt  any  resolution  that  may 
be  offered,  and  which  it  is  in  the  province  of  a  Lodge  to 
discuss.  Due  notice  of  the  meeting  is  supposed  to  be  given 
to  every  member — ^and  the  fact  that  it  is  a  regular  meeting  is 
in  itself  due  notice  by  the  by-laws.  If  out  of  sixty  members 
belonging  to  a  Lodge,  only  ten  could  be  found  to  attend  to 
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their  duties,  then  those  ten  are  not  to  be  deprived  of  any  o[ 
the  privileges  and  rights  which  they  possess  in  a  congregated 
Lodge  because  fifty  have  not  been  as  punctual  as  themselves. 
When  a  member  has  been  indefinitely  suspended,  the  very 
word  ^'  indefinitely  "  implies  that  he  may,  at  any  time  there- 
after, whether  it  be  one  month  or  one  year,  be  restored.  He 
is  indefinitely  suspended — suspended  for  an  uncertain  period. 
No  time  for  his  restoration  is  appointed ;  and,  therefore,  I 
hold  that,  on  any  regular  communication,  it  is  competent  for 
a  member  to  move  his  restoration,  which  motion  may  be 
adopted  by  a  concurring  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present.  K,  therefore,  a  Warden  had  been  present  on  the 
night  of  meeting  referred  to,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
sajring  that  the  restoration  of  the  suspended  brother  would 
have  been  perfectly  regular  and  legal.  But  the  fact  that 
neither  Master  nor  Wardens  were  present,  and  that  the  Lodge 
was  opened  by  a  Past  Master,  is  a  fatal  objection ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  am  obliged  to  concur  with  Brother  Baird,  on  this 
ground  alone,  in  his  decision.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  he  should  have  assigned  his  second  reason,  as  it  was 
wholly  insufficient,  and  was,  besides,  making  a  point  of  what 
I  deem  to  be  incorrect  Masonic  law. 

Brother  Youngs,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  made  an  excellent 
practical  report,  in  which,  like  all  his  predecessors  for  some 
years  past,  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  he  warns  his  Brethren 
of  the  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  too  great  popularity 
of  our  Listitution,  and  of  the  great  risk  we  are  incurring 
from  the  admission  of  unworthy  persons  to  a  participation  in 
the  rights,  privileges  and  mysteries  of  the  Order.  His  lan- 
guage is  well  worth  a  careful  perusal,  and  the  thoughts  it 
must  induce  of  a  weighty  consideration : 

^^  The  popularity  of  the  Listitution,  and  the  desire  of  the 
Lodges  to  increase  their  numbers,  have  already  brought  into 
the  Masonic  fold  some  unworthy  members,  and  the  conse- 
quences are  apparent.  Wherever  in  our  jurisdiction  diffi- 
culties, or  strifes,  or  ill-feeling  exist  among  the  brethren,  it  is 
mainly  to  be  attributed  to  this  cause.  Unless  we  are  exceed- 
ingly careful  in  the  admission  of  members,  and  take  efficient 
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measures  to  guard  against  receiving  those  who  have  neither 
the  moral  character  nor  the  capacity  to  make  good  Masons, 
we  may  again  have  cause  to  weep  over  the  desolation  which 
such  mav  bring  upon  our  time-honored  Institution.    Let  us 

E refit  by  experience,  and  heed  the  warnings  of  the  past.  A 
igh  standard  of  moral  character  should  be  adopted  as  the 
role  to  gain  admission,  and  care  taken  that  no  man  be  re- 
commended or  received  who  does  not  come  fully  up  to  that 
standard — and  thus  our  beloved  Order  may  be  handed  down 
to  those  who  come  after  us  in  all  its  origintd  purity.  Permit 
me  to  sugest  the  inquiry,  whether  the  Grand  Lodge  may  not, 
with  propriety,  adopt  further  wholesome  checks  and  safeguards 
against  the  indiscriminate  and  hasty  making  of  Masons." 

There  is  nothing  but  profound  truth  in  this  warning  voice 
of  Brother  Youngs ;  and  yet  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  no 
**  further  wholesome  checks  and  safeguards  "  are  required  than 
those  which  the  regulations  of  the  Order  already  prescribe. 
Let  every  Mason  faithfully  perform  his  duty — and  let  him, 
irrespective  of  persons  and  external  influences,  wield  the  great 
weapon  of  our  defence,  the  Black  Ball,  fearlessly  and 
boldly,  and  all  will  yet  be  right. 

I  notice  with  regret  that  Bro.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  who  ever 
since  1846  has  served  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  as 
either  its  Grand  Master  or  Grand  Secretary,  has  been  com* 
polled,  by  the  weight  of  years,  to  retire  from  the  latter  office. 
His  farewell  words  are  full  of  affecting  thought : 

"  Of  the  older  Grand  Secretaries  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
I  am  the  last  to  retire  from  office.  Mellen,  Dashiell,  Swigert, 
have  withdrawn,  after  long  and  devoted  services,  while  Austin 
W.  Morris  and  Amand  P.  Pfister  have  gone  down  to  that 
sleep  which  knows  no  waking.  It  is  time  that  I  laid  down 
the  pen  which  has  so  often  written  up  the  records  of  other 
men,  and  await  that  hour,  not  far  distant,  when  the  pen  will 
be  used  to  write  up  mine.  Three  score  years  and  twelve 
claim  their  exemption  from  further  labor,  in  tones  which  can- 
not be  disputed.'' 

The  Grand  Lodge  did  well  in  voting  a  memorial  of  its 
affection  and  respect  to  this  aged  and  devoted  servant. 

(to  bb  oontinubd.) 
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MACKET'S   NEW    WORK    ON    MASONIC    JURISPRU 

DENGE. 


We  have  received  from  the  publisher,  Robert  Macoy,  a 
copy  of  Bro.  A.  G.  Mackey's  new  work,  entitled,  "  Mmsonic 
Jurisprudence.''  This  work  should  not  be  confoiuided  with 
a  recent  edition  of  "  The  Principles  of  Masome  Law^^  by 
the  same  author.  The  book  before  us  is  larger  than  the  old 
publication,  and  is,  we  should  judge  upon  slight  examination, 
superior  to  it.    The  author  says  in  his  preface : 

If  I  had  been  consulted  on  the  subject,  another  edition  of 
the  ^^  Principles  of  Masonic  Law,"  which  was  first  published 
in  1856,  would  never  have  been  given  to  the  world;  at  least, 
it  should  not  have  been  sent  forth  without  a  diligent  correc- 
tion of  those  opinions  in  it,  which  I  now  believe  to  be  erro- 
neous. As  it  now  appears,  it  is  not,  in  every  part,  a  just 
representation  of  my  views.  But  the  control  of  the  book  is 
not  in  my  hands,  and  all  that  I  can  now  do— and  I  ask  this 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  myself — is  to  request  my  brethren, 
when  they  shall  hereafter  honor  me  by  citing  my  opinions  on 
Masonic  Law,  to  look  for  those  amended  views,  in  this,  my 
latest  work,  in  which  I  have  not  felt  any  shame  in  correcting 
the  immature  theories,  in  many  points,  of  my  earlier  labor. 
There  is  no  dishonor  in  acknowledging  a  mistake— there  is 
much  in  obstinately  persisting  in  it. 

We  shall,  in  a  subsequent  number,  give  a  more  extended 
notice  of  the  new  volume.  If  it  be,  as  it  appears,  an  im- 
provement on  "  The  Principles  of  Masonic  Law^^  every 
Mason  should  possess  a  copy.  The  book  contains  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy  pages,  and  is  printed  very  elegantly  on  fine 
white  callendered  paper. 
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MASONIC     JURISPBUDENCE— QUERIES     AND 

REPLIES. 


[We  are  indebted  to  Bro.  Weston  for  the  answers  to  the  qneries  in  this 

department.— i^ift/tjAer. 


Bbo.  Scott:  What  constitutes  habitoal  drunkenness,  so  far 
as  to  make  a  Mason  liable  to  be  dealt  with  ? 

Ans.  When  a  person  contracts  the  habit  of  intoxication 
so  far  as  to  bring  disgrace  upon  himself  and  the  Order.  In 
our  estimation,  it  must  be  a  continued  habit  and  not  an  occa- 
sional indulgence. 

When  charges  are  preferred  against  a  Brother,  and  upon 
the  trial  there  is  no  foundation  or  a  very  slight  one  for  them, 
and  thej  are  not  sustained,  can  the  person  preferring  them 
be  dealt  with  for  so  doing  ? 

Ans.  If  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  malice  on  the 
part  of  the  Brother  preferring  the  charges,  he  can  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Lodge. 

On  the  trial  of  a  Brother  for  habitual  drunkenness,  can 
the  following  question  be  asked  a  witness  ?  '^  Is  the  accused, 
iu  your  estimation,  an  habitual  drunkard  ?" 

Ans.  It  is  hardly  a  proper  question.  The  witness  should 
state  the  facts — ^how  often  and  when  he  saw  the  defendant 
intoxicated,  and  how  he  knew  him  to  be  intoxicated,  and  then 
the  Lodge  should  judge,  on  the  facts  stated,  as  to  the  habitual 
drunkenness  of  the  accused. 


^^  All  Masons  within  this  jurisdiction,  not  members  of 
any  Lodge,  shall  be  subject  to  discipline,  so  far  as  may  relate 
to  their  conduct  and  behavior  as  Masons,  by  the  Lodge  in 
whose  jurisdiction  they  may  reside. 

^'  Jurisdiction  and  discipline  shall  be  exercised  over  non- 
affiliated Masons  by  the  oldest  Lodge  only,  in  cities  or  places 
where  two  or  more  Lodges  may  be  situated." — By-Laws  of 
G.L.oflU. 
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THE  MASONIC  BALLOT   BOX. 


The  ballot  is  the  true  Tjler  of  the  Masonic  Lodge.  By 
its  potency,  the  doors  of  onr  Mystic  Temple  are  securely 
guarded,  and  the  unworthy  applicant  for  our  mysteries  learns 
that  the  requirements  of  Masonry  are  strict  and  unyielding. 

The  strictly  Masonic  ballot  is  never  used  except  on  appli- 
cation for  Masonic  initiation^  advancement^  or  affiliation. 
Unanimity  is  here  required.  Each  ballot  represents  a  Mason's 
scrutinizing  eye,  watchful  that  no  material  with  inherent 
defects  be  used  in  the  construction  of  our  Temple.  Some 
latent  defect  may  have  escaped  many  eyes,  but  once  detected 
by  a  single  eye,  it  is  consequently  rejected. 

The  stone  may  be  rude  and  unsightly  in  the  quarry,  but  if 
its  measure  be  full,  and  its  quality  perfect,  the  tools  of  the 
workmen  will  reduce  it  to  both  form  and  beauty.  But  if  it 
lacks  in  measure,  it  will  form  neither  an  oblong  nor  a  square, 
and  the  craftsman  has  no  place  for  it.  But  though  its 
measure  be  full,  if  it  is  not  sound  throughout  all  its  parts,  no 
labor  can  render  it  perfect. 

The  building  which  we  are  laboring  to  construct  is  not 
like  the  production  of  some  modern  workmen,  polished  ashlar 
without,  but  unsightly  rubble  within ;  beautiful  to  the  outside 
beholder,  but  frightfully  imperfect  beyond  the  view ;  display- 
ing in  its  outer  joints  fine  lines  of  cement,  but  within,  a  wall 
of  rubbish,  daubed  with  untempered  mortar.  Such  Masonry 
will  not  bear  the  scrutiny  of  an  eye  which  we  emblemize  in 
our  Lodge.  No  hidden  defects  will  escape  the  notice  of  that 
eye,  and  no  excuse  will  palliate  a  defect. 

Brethren,  be  true  to  yourselves,  be  true  to  your  Order,  and, 
above  all,  be  true  to  our  common  Master.  For  this  purpose, 
guard  well  the  doors  of  our  Lodge ;  watch  strictly  the  ballot 
boxes,  and,  through  them,  see  that  none  eilter  unworthily. 
Through  them  you  signify  your  assent  or  dissent  to  every 
stone  in  the  Temple.  Do  it  in  your  " oum  prudent  wayy^ 
and  do  it  intelligently,  honestly  and  fearlessly. 

The  ballot  is  of  high  antiquity.    That  it  has  been  used  in 
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Masonry  from  the  time  of  the  completion  of  Solomon's  Tem- 
ple, no  intelligent  Mason  doubts ;  and  we  have  the  testimony 
of  profane  history  that  it  was  used  in  admitting  members  to 
the  Spartans'  tables  in  the  time  of  Lycurgus,  a  little  more  than 
a  century  after  the  building  of  the  Temple. 

The  method  of  using  it  there  was  for  each  member  to  take  a 
small  baUof  soft  bread  in  his  hand,  and  drop  it,  wUhout  saying 
a  wordj  in  a  vessel  which  a  waiter  carried  on  his  head.  If  he 
approved  the  candidate,  he  did  it  without  altering  the  figure 
of  the  ball ;  but  if  he  disapproved  him,  he  pressed  it  flat,  for 
a  flattened  ball  was  a  negative  vote,  and  the  candidate  by  it 
was  rejected.     (Plutarch's  Lives — ^Lycurgus.) 

The  Lacedemonians,  two  centuries  before  the  Christian  era, 
caused  their  judges,  in  criminal  cases,  to  ballot  upon  the  Altar 
with  a  white  and  black  bean.  But  the  ballot  is  lost  on  the 
historic  page  during  the  ages  of  tyranny.  Tyrants  could  not 
endure  its  dazzling  light.  But  it  is  the  gem  of  the  sceptre  of 
liberty  of  the  first  water,  a  pearl  of  the  casket  of  truth 
of  unsullied  purity. — American  Freemason, 


1 


»♦•-• 


Grand  Commandery  op  Michigan. — ^This  body  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  Detroit  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  last  month. 
The  attendance  was  large.  No  business  of  importance  was 
transacted.  A  vote  was  passed  to  take  away  the  charter  of 
Peninsular  Commandery  No.  4,  at  Kalamazoo,  of  which  J. 
Adams  Allen,  Grand  Master  of  the  State,  is  Grand  Com- 
mander. Peninsular  Commandery  held  its  charter  from  the 
6.  G.  Encampment  of  the  U.  S.,  and  has  never  joined  the 
G.  Commandery  of  Michigan. 

The  appeal  of  Sir  Knights  Roberts,  Ensworth  and  Weston 
from  the  action  of  Detroit  Commandery  in  expelling  ihemj  was 
laid  over  until  another  meeting.  We  regret  that  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Michigan  will  not  take  the  responsibility  of 
performing  a  plain  and  imperative  duty,  and  either  confirm  or 
annul  the  sentence  of  expulsion  against  the  three  Sir  Knights. 

The  old  officers,with  twoor  three  exceptions,were  reelected. 
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MASONIC   ITEMS. 


r-  t&^  The  G.  G.  Chapter  of  the  U.  S.  will  meet  in  Chicago 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next.  There  irill 
undoubtedly  be  a  large  attendance. 


The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing at  Milwaukee  last  month.  The  attendance  was  large, 
and  the  best  spirit  preyailed.  We  shall  give  an  account  ot 
the  proceedings  in  our  next  number. 


There  was  a  celebration  projected  for  the  24th  of 
June  at  La  Porte,  Lid.,  and  at  Aurora,  HI.  The  latter  place 
is  the  residence  of  the  Orand  Master. 


__    There  will  be  some  changes  made  in  The  Abhlab  tot 
next  year,  which  will  be  announced  in  the  next  issue. 


EXPELLED. 


We  have  received  official  notice  of  the  expulsion  of  John 
HoNSiNGEB  from  all  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  by 
Erie  Lodge  No.  237,  in  Milan,  Ohio. 

Said  Honsinger  is  about  forty  years  of  age,  five  feet  ten 
inches  in  height,  and  weighs  nearly  200  pounds.  He  has 
black  hair  and  whiskers,  is  slightly  Itald,  and  is  well  posted 
in  the  work. 

We  understand  that  this  man  is  travelling  through  the 
West  practicing  deceptions  on  the  Brethren.  We  trust  ho 
will  be  detected  wherever  he  may  appear. 

Bro.  Hartsock  would  confer  a  favor  by  keeping  the  Craft 
in  Iowa  informed  respecting  the  impostor. 
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EDITOR'S     TABLE. 
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Chicago  at  the  present  time  is  a  enriosity.  Its  streets 
are  torn  up  in  almost  every  section  in  the  process  of  grading ; 
new  buildings  are  rising  on  eyery  street ;  old  ones  are  also 
rising — some  at  least  eight  or  ten  feet.  In  some  places  the 
sidewalk  is  six  or  eight  feet  higher  than  the  street ;  in  others 
the  street  is  as  much  higher  than  the  sidewalk.  Hence,  one 
is  constantly  going  up  and  down  stairs,  and  all  gentlemen 
who  happen  to  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  carry  bricks  in  their 
hats  run  great  risk  of  breaking  their  heads.  We  will  not 
attempt  to  enumerate  the  public  improvements  which  are 
going  on  in  the  city.  Thft  chief  one  is  the  horse  railroad, 
which  is  a  perfect  success. 

We  predict  that  in  a  few  years  Chicago  will  be  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  cities  in  the  Union. 


We  have  forwarded  to  the  Sigriet  and  Journal  the 
back  numbers  of  the  present  volume  of  The  Ashlab. 


We  have  heard  of  but  few  celebrations  on  the  24th 
of  June. 


This  is  the  last  number  but  one  of  the  present  vol- 
ume of  The  Ashlar.  There  are  several  subscriptions  yet 
unpaid.  We  must  again  call  on  all  who  are  indebted  to  us 
to  send  the  money  at  once  to  us,  or  pay  it  to  an  agent. 

B6°*The  Masons  of  Chicago  are  making  preparations  to 
entertain  their  Brethren  who  will  visit  them  in  September, 
in  a  hospitable  manner. 

No.  12  OP  Vol.  8. — We  wish  to  get  twenty-five  or  thirty 
copies  of  No.  12,  Vol.  8.  Any  one  having  the  same,  and 
willing  to  part  with  them,  will  confer  a  favor  by  informing 
us. 

38 — ^VOl.  IV.      NO.  XL 


\ 
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MISCELLANIES, 


THE   ISLAND    OF    SARDINIA. 


Two  Italian  sovereigns  derive  their  title  from  the  minor 
portion  of  their  dominions.  The  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
leaves  Naples  in  the  background ;  and  the  King  of  Sardinia 
relies  on  Piedmont  rather  for  a  local  habitation  than  for  a 
name.  It  is  as  if  our  royal  mistress  were  to  style  herself 
Queen  of  Wight  and  Man  ;  or  like  the  Scotch  minister  who 
prayed  for  twa  Gambraes  and  the  adjacent  islands  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

It  is  a  great  advantage  to  be  the  possessor  of  a  small  gar- 
den, of  a  moderate-sized  farm,  of  a  compact  estate.  They 
are  so  much  more  easily  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
than  more  extensive  properties.  We  should  expect  the  same 
to  be  the  case  with  kingdoms  of  limited  territory.  It  is  so 
in  Holland  and  Belgium ;  although  the  ruler  of  the  latter 
country  has  considerable  difficulty  in  making  his  violent  Cath- 
olic and  his  violent  anti-Catholic  subjects  work  quietly  togeth- 
er in  the  same  government  team.  The  Swiss  Confederation, 
again,  is  easily  overseen  by  its  respective  authorities.  The 
results,  in  all  these  cases,  are  a  considerable  amount  of  ma- 
terial prosperity,  a  numerous  and  thriving  population,  and 
cheerful  prospects  for  the  future.  Of  the  other  small  states 
in  Europe,  several  of  the  little  German  sovereignties  have  no 
great  reason  to  complain  of  their  lot ;  while  Sicily  and  Na- 
ples, the  States  of  the  Church,  Tuscany,  Modena,  and  Parma, 
belong  to  the  unhappy  and  unsatisfactory  class  of  the  Might- 
Bes. 

When  we  observe  the  magnificent  position  which  the  island 
of  Sardinia  occupies  in  the  midst  of  the  Mediterranean ; 
when  we  remark  its  respectable  area ;  when  we  call  to  mind 
that  it  was  a  valued  and  productive  possession  first  of  the 
Carthaginians  and  then  of  the  Romans,  who  drew  from  it 
never-failing  stores — that  the  Spaniards  liked  it  well,  and 
left  their  language  (at  Alghero,  almost  identical  with  Span- 
ish) to  testify  to  their  former  presence — we  naturally  ask  in 
what  condition  it  is  now ;  whether  the  ease  with  which  it 
may  be  governed  (it  is  torn  by  no  religious  party  struggles, 
like  Belgium,  and  comprises  no  race  amongst  its  population 
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who  call  their  governors  aliens  and  usurpers,  as  in  Ireland) 
has  produced  a  corresponding  degree  of  welfare.  To  en- 
lighten us,  we  will  take  up  an  unpretending  book*  written  by 
a  photographic  artist,  who  visited  the  island  for  the  sake  of 
filling  his  portfolio  with  views  of  the  antiquities  of  the  place. 
Were  any  other  country  than  Sardinia  in  question,  it  might 
be  a  serious  drawback  from  the  value  of  our  authority  that 
his  trip  was  made  five  years  ago.  But,  in  Sardinia,  five 
years  do  not  bring  the  same  amount  of  change  as  five  days 
often  do  elsewhere. 

Sardinia  may  be  roughly  likened  to  an  irregular  parallelo- 
gram, whose  length  extends  from  north  to  south.  It  is  sepa- 
rated from  Corsica,  to  the  north,  by  the  Strait  of  St.  Boni- 
faccio.  From  its  'southern  extremity,  in  favorable  weather, 
the  coast  of  Africa  is  visible.  What  nature  has  done,  in  the 
way  of  climate,  may  be  judged  from  a  few  horticultural  facts. 
The  prickly  pear  forms  impenetrable  hedges,  attaining  a 
height  of  twenty  feet,  overhanging  the  paths,  and  assuming 
the  stature  of  small  trees.  Their  plantation  is  effected  in 
the  simplest  manner ;  the  racket-like  branches  are  stuck  into 
the  ground,  close  together,  in  double  rows,  in  spring.  Next 
year  they  form  an  effectual  fence.  Magnificent  specimens  of 
cork-oak  are  met  with ;  in  sheltered  spots,  the  date-palm 
rears  its  graceful  stem ;  certain  gardens  can  boast  of  colossal 
myrtles.  To  see  glorious  olive-trees,  you  must  go  to  Sar- 
dinia, where  they  have  grown  for  centuries.  They  spread 
themselves  out  in  all  directions,  especially  courting  the  mid- 
day sun.  They  recklessly  stretch  their  strangely-contorted 
arms,  so  that  you  see  at  once  they  are  at  their  ease  and 
breathe  a  genial  atmosphere.  They  seem  perfectly  happy  in 
their  home  ;  and  if  the  wind  (which  is  no  joke  in  Sardinia) 
begins  to  blow,  they  scarcely  deign  to  notice  it.  They  shake 
their  topmost  and  slenderest  twigs  for  a  minute  or  two  (just 
for  the  sake  of  doing  as  other  trees  do)  and  then  resume 
their  former  dignity.  There  are  handsome  olive-trees  in  the 
garden  of  Oethsemane,  at  the  gate  of  Jerusalem ;  but  those 
secular  veterans,  who  have  witnessed  such  stirring  events  in 
their  time,  seem  to  have  lost  all  consciousness  of  per- 
sonal beauty,  like  people  who,  arrived  at  a  certain  age,  think 
themselves  privileged  to  neglect  their  outward  appearance. 
Around  Sassari,  on  the  contrary,  the  olive-tree  seems  to  be 
full  of  self-esteem,  and  even  to  be  not  a  little  vain  of  its  rich 
branches  and  its  handsome  fruit. 

*  Six  8«inain«t  daai  PUe  de  Sardaigne.    Par  Edoourd  D«l«Mert. 
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The  orange-grove  of  Mills  has  fevr  rivals  in  Europe. 
Mills  is  a  tract  of  country  overgrown  with  nothing  else  bat 
orange-trees ;  and  the  fruit  on  the  trees  is  not  distributed 
throughout  the  branches,  interspersed  amongst  the  verdure^ 
with  a  certain  sparse  and  economical  regularity  ;  it  hangs  in 
multitudinous  bunches,  dragging  to  the  ground  the  unhappy 
branch,  which  is  too  weak  to  support  its  weight.  Neither 
are  you  to  imagine  a  mere  clump  of  orange-trees,  whose  per- 
fume you  stop  and  sniff  as  a  road-side  treat  before  you  pro- 
ceed on  your  way,  but  you  must  fancy  a  wood,  a  veritable 
forest.  As  far  as  the  eye  can  penetrate  the  balmy  region,  it 
meets  with  oranges  in  every  direction :  oranges  in  the  fore- 
ground, oranges  in  the  middle  distance,  and  oranges  upon 
the  horizon.  There  is  an  abuse  of  vegetable  treasure.  Tour 
foot  meets  with  an  obstacle ;  it  is  a  fruit  which  you  kick  aside 
as  if  it  were  a  stone.  You  want  to  indicate  some  distant  ob- 
ject ;  you  pick  up  an  orange  and  throw  it  in  the  given  direc- 
tion, without  the  slightest  scruple.  You  gather  one  to  taste ; 
good  as  it  is,  you  eat  a  quarter,  and  carelessly  toss  the  rest 
aside.  The  blossoms  send  forth  clouds  of  perfume,  which 
overpower  and  intoxicate  your  senses.  It  is  worth  while 
to  visit  this  wood  at  the  time  of  fruit-gathering,  which  is 
effected  by  the  simplest  of  processes.  A  cloth  is  spread  be- 
neath the  tree ;  a  man,  perched  amidst  the  branches,  sends 
the  fruit  tumbling  down  pell-mell.  When  piled  in  heaps 
three  or  four  feet  in  height,  it  sends  forth  an  inconceivable 
aroma. 

It  took  M.  Delessert  two  hours  to  ride  round  this  forest, 
at  a  good  pace.  He  thus  came  into  the  presence  of  the  King 
of  the  Orange-ti*ees,  whose  trunk  a  man  can  scarcely  embrace 
with  his  two  arms.  His  Majesty  stretches  forth  his  branches 
with  all  the  dignity  of  an  ancient  oak,  and  he  bears  an 
inscription  which  commemorates  a  visit  paid  to  him  by  his 
Lord  Paramount,  King  Charles-Albert,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine.  But  orange-trees  are  not  the  sole  occu- 
pants of  this  enchanted  spot ;  there  are  glades  bordered  with 
tall  poplars,  which  shelter  their  evergreen  friends  from  vio- 
lent winds ;  there  are  thickets  of  clematis  and  Virginian 
creeper ;  the  ground  is  carpeted  with  violets,  periwinkle,  and 
forget-me-not.  Rare  is  the  terrestrial  paradise  whose  beau- 
ties can  rival  with  those  of  Mills  Wood.  So  far,  we  have 
what  nature  has  done ;  let  us  now  see  what  man  does : 

In  this  fine  island  there  are  but  four  towns,  such  as  they 
are ;  Sassari,  in  the  north,  a  short  distance  inland  from  the 
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maritime  village  Porto  Torres ;  Alghero,  on  the  west  coast, 
in  whose  neighborhood  is  a  very  remarkable  stalactite  caveniy 
which  you  most  enter  (^weather  permitting)  from  the  sea,  by 
means  of  a  boat,  like  Fingal's  cave  in  Scotlaqd  ;  Oristano, 
also  on  the  west  coast,  productive  of  salt  and  fertile  in 
fevers ;  and  Cagliari,  built  in  terraces  up  a  hill-side,  on  the 
south  coast,  where  the  French  Consul  resides,  finely  situated, 
and  overlooking  a  wide-spread  bay.  Cagliari  should  be  the 
queen  of  Sardinia,  furnishing  a  safe  refuge  to  vessels  coming 
from  Africa,  and  capable  of  becoming  a  mercantile  port 
which  might  be  the  centre  of  an  immense  commerce. 

In  all  Sardinia  there  is  but  one  carriageable  road,  which 
traverses  the  island  from  north  to  south,  starting  from  Porto 
Torres,  touching  at  Oristano,  and  terminating  at  Cagliari. 
Other  roads  have  been  attempted — ^a  proof  at  least  of  good 
intentions.  The  posts  of  the  African  electric  telegraph  at- 
tests an  enormous  stride  towards  real  progress.  They  great- 
ly excited  the  wonder  of  the  natives,  who  believed,  in  the 
simplicity  of  their  hearts,  that  the  practice  of  photography 
was  somehow  connected  with  their  functions.  But,  between 
the  good  intentions  of  the  Sardinian  government  and  their 
execution,  there  interpose  wide  intervals  of  time  and  moun- 
tains of  difficulties.  Yet  nothing  would  be  easier  than  to 
cover  the  island  with  excellent  highways,  for  the  soil  is 
strewed  with  the  necessary  materials,  and  the  country  seems 
to  solicit  good  roads  to  traverse  it  by  opening  of  its  own  ac* 
cord  convenient  valleys  to  receive  them.  All  that  is  required 
is  an  energetic  will ;  but  the  roadmakers  work  painfully,  as 
if  the  loss  of  their  wild  originality  were  likely  to  be  their 
only  recompense. 

There  is  one  little  drawback  to  moonlight  walks  in  Sar- 
dinia ;  the  instant  the  sun  is  set,  your  clothes  are  saturated 
with  atmospheric  moisture  to  a  degree  scarcely  known  else- 
where. Unfortunately,  the  phenomenon  brings  to  your  recol- 
lection the  fevers  with  which  the  island  swarms.  True,  there 
are  mineral  waters,  those  of  Sardara,  for  instance,  which  are 
reputed  efficacious  in  the  cure  of  fever ;  but  it  would  be 
much  better  for  tlie  inhabitants  if,  while  retaining  the  reme- 
dy, they  could  banish  the  disease.  As  soon  as  the  month  of 
June  sets  in,  the  fevers  commence  their  invasion,  driving  out 
or  killing  all  who  have  not  paid  their  footing  of  acclimata- 
tion.  They  are  not,  little,  gentle,  tractable  fevers ;  they  are 
haughty,  tyrannical,  aggressive.  But  epidemic  fevers  are 
often  a  people's  own  fault ;  certainly  they  appear  to  be  so  in 


522  *  THE   ASHLAR. 

the  present  case.  Marshes  are  far  from  being  a  scarce  arti- 
cle in  Sardinia.  Onlj  in  taking  a  jaunt  to  Alghero,  joa 
traverse  a  charming,  but  marshy,  yalley.  Isolated  houses  are 
out  of  the  question ;  Tillages  are  excessively  remarkable  in 
consequence  of  their  paucity.  At  two  hours'  distance  from 
Sassari,  you  would  say  you  were  in  the  wilderness.  A  single 
hamlet,  Orru,  to  the  left  of  a  turn  in  the  path,  reflects  the 
rays  of  the  sun  from  a  few  red-tiled  roofs ;  but  the  only  liv- 
ing creature  the  anxious  eye  can  see,  is  a  lark  mounting  to- 
wards the  heavens,  or  a  hawk  hovering  over  its  hidden  prey. 
The  whole  neighborhood  wears  an  unmistakably  feverish 
look ;  tall  reeds  shoot  up  their  stems  in  the  midst  of  stagnant 
water,  and,  from  time  to  time,  you  feel  a  hot  puff  of  moist 
wind,  which  makes  you  shudder. 

In  the  interior  are  numerous  plains,  called  campidani,  fre- 
quently uncultivated.  In  traversing  one  campidano,  M. 
Delessert  amused  himself,  watch  in  hand,  with  noting  how 
long  he  travelled  without  being  able  to  distinguish,  on  the 
horizon,  any  mark  of  human  existence  to  contrast  with  the 
surrounding  solitude.  Two  hours  elapsed,  during  the  course 
of  which  the  only  perceptible  object  was  a  microscopic  vil- 
lage on  a  rising  ground  to  the  right.  Some  magnificent  oxen 
were  enjoying  a  succulent  bite  of  grass,  under  the  chaise  of 
a  ragged  herdsman.  And  so  it  continues,  with  little  change, 
till  you  approach  Oristano,  of  insalubrious  repute.  You 
guess  the  real  state  of  the  case  on  observing  the  road  to  be 
an  embankment  raised  above  the  neighboring  plain,  whose 
aquatic  vegetation  attests  the  presence  of  bottomless  bogs. 
It  is  hard  to  find  a  more  melancholy  plain  than  the  campidano 
of  Oristano.  Nevertheless,  wherever  the  ground  is  able  to 
acquire  a  little  consistence,  wherever  the  marshy  element  is 
excluded,  you  behold  land  of  inexhaustible  fertility,  produc- 
ing enormous  ears  of  corn,  marvellous  lucern,  and  gigantic 
rye.  Any  attempt  at  canalization  would  surely  drain  a  good 
part  of  the  plain.  Drainage  would  banish  the  fevers,  and 
agricultural  produce  would  be  more  than  doubled.  In  other 
spots,  little  natural  brooks  fertilize  meadows,  which  afford 
pasturage  to  large  herds  of  splendid  cows.  With  an  intelli- 
gent system  of  irrigation  and  improved  modes  of  culture, 
what  crops  might  be  reaped  from  a  genial  soil  which  basks  in 
a  summer  eight  months  long !  Labor  is  scarce,  it  is  true,  in 
Sardinia ;  but  colonists  would  not  be  hard  to  procure.  The 
Sardinians,  although  somewhat  jealous  of  strangers,  do  not 
go  quite  so  far  as  they  do  in  Ireland.    There  is  no  reason 
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why  the  Sardes  should  not  gradually  accept  the  improvements 
by  which  they  themselves  would  be  the  first  to  benefit.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  great  landed  proprietors  to  set  the  example. 
There  are  but  few  sheep  in  the  island,  although  the  pasturage 
is  excellent ;  the  pigs  are  small,  and  would  be  greatly  bet- 
tered by  the  introduction  of  foreign  blood ;  the  horses,  though 
robust  and  indefatigable,  are  little  larger  than  ponies,  not- 
withstanding that  a  few  hours  by  steam  would  bring  them 
across  from  Africa.  These  are  the  easy  reforms  to  which  no 
one  pays  the  slightest  attention.  A  country  is  poor,  and  poor 
it  must  remain,  if  nobody  will  stir  to  change  the  state  of 
afiiairs.  Meanwhile  Sardinia  continues  to  abound  in  naked, 
solitary  and  unproductive  campidani ;  it  is  a  country  ignorant 
of  its  own  resources,  for  want  of  a  little  care  and  persever- 
ance. If  the  islands  of  Mull,  or  Syke,  or  Lewis,  could  only 
be  warmed  and  illumined  by  the  climate  of  Sardinia,  their 
farmers  would  soon  produce  such  a  pattern  of  productiveness 
as  would  put  the  Mediterranean  islanders  to  shame. 

Amongst  the  native  domestic  animals,  the  wonderful  don- 
keys must  not  be  forgotten.  Their  stature  is  that  of  a  fine 
Newfoundland  dog ;  their  coats  are  woolly,  and  occasionally 
curly,  tempting  you  to  shear  them  like  sheep  ;  and,  to  im- 
prove their  beauty,  their  ears  are  cropped  close.  At  Sassari 
they  fulfill  the  office  of  water-carriers ;  being  laden  with  a 
small  barrel  hanging  at  each  side.  One  poor  donkey,  mount- 
ing a  steep,  ill-paved  slope,  was  overbalanced  by  its  burden, 
and,  falling  on  its  back,  was  caught  in  a  fix  between  the  two 
casks.  All  it  could  do  was  to  remain  motionless,  "with  its 
four  legs  in  the  air.  At  Cagliari,  where  the  donkeys  are 
built  on  a  still  smaller  scale,  and  where  they  have  even  great- 
er need  to  be  viewed  through  a  magnifying-glass,  their  talents 
are  directed  to  a  difierent  employment.  You  are  sauntering 
inquisitively  through  a  suburb  of  the  town ;  you  peep  in  at 
the  half-open  doors  at  which  women  are  spinning,  or  pretend- 
ing to  spin ;  and  you  catch  a  glimpse,  in  the  inner  obscurity, 
of  an  indistinct  animal  who  keeps  steadily  walking  round 
and  round.  It  is  a  little  donkey  turning  a  little  mill.  But, 
observe,  the  natives  do  not  in  any  wise  regard  their  ground- 
floor  in  the  light  of  a  stable,  but  as  the  living  room  for  the 
inmates  of  the  house.  The  matrons  of  Cagliari,  therefore, 
thanks  to  the  donkey,  while  employed  about  their  domestic 
duties,  are  enabled  to  superintend  their  home-ground  flour. 

We  may  form  some  opinion  of  the  condition  of  a  country 
by  the  condition  of  its  country  clergy.    The  specimens  pre- 
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seated  by  M.  Delessert  read  more  like  the  obi-^nen  of  n^pro 
tribes  than  Christian  ministers.    Namber  One  is  the  car£  of 
Osilo,  a  village  not  far  from  Sassari.    The  good  man,  rery 
long  and  very  lean  in  person,  wore  an  immense  hat,  which 
would  have  excited  the  envy  of  Don  Basilio  in  the  Barber  of 
Seville.    His  manners  were  reserved  and  sullen,  and  his  cas- 
sock was  dirty.    His  chamber,  to  which  you  climbed  by  a 
filthy,  wormeaten  ladder,  was  furnished  with  a  couple  of  beds, 
one  for  himself,  the  other  for  his  maid-servant.    The  walls 
were  anything  but  white,  neither  looking-glass,  nor  holy-water 
vessel,  nor  crucifix,  was  visible.    A  hen,  attended  by  innii- 
merable  chickens,  seemed  absolute  mistress  of  the  place ;  and, 
on  a  greasy  table  covered  with  spots,  a  couple  of  dingy 
glasses,  ornamented  with  oily  thumb-marks,  took  away  all 
inclination  to  drink.    The  cur^,  nevertheless,  did  the  honors 
of  his  house,  and  offered  wine  of  his  own  making,  whose 
virtues  he  vaunted  to  the  skies.    Moreover,  he  informed  his 
guests  that  the  snow  of  the  neighboring  mountains  belonged 
to  him,  and  that  he  retailed  it  to  the  restauratours  of  Sassari ; 
besides  which,  he  was  the  owner  of  a  handsome  black  stal- 
lion.   He  accompanied  his  visitors  part  of  the  way  home  on 
horseback,  for  the  double  purpose  of  doing  them  honor,  and 
of  showing  off  his  valuable  stood. 

Number  Two  is  the  cur^  of  the  village  of  Mords,  at  whose 
house  the  travellers  proposed  to  pass  the  night ;  but  the  poor 
man  had  just  been  put  into  prison  for  some  cause  which  was 
concealed  with  the  utmost  solicitude,  and  which  was  never 
suffered  to  transpire. 

Number  Three  is  the  cur^  of  San  Luri.  His  parsonage- 
house  was  a  filthy  hole.  The  proprietor  of  the  mansion  was 
snoring  in  his  kitchen.  He  jumped  out  of  bed,  showed  his 
expected  guests  the  way  up  stairs,  and  turning  them,  dripping 
with  wet,  into  the  chamber  destined  for  them,  left  them  to 
shift  for  themselves.  The  room  was  small,  furnished  with 
two  straw-bottomed  chairs  and  a  black  trunk  full  of  books 
half  reduced  to  dust;  of  basin,  ewer,  or  other  dressing 
apparatus  there  was  not  the  slightest  trace.  There  were  three 
beds,  the  inspection  of  which  sufficed  to  terrify  the  stoutest 
heart ;  and  the  moment  the  door  was  opened,  there  came  the 
nauseous  smell  common  in  Sardinian  houses.  One  of  the 
travellers  buttoned  up  tight  his  mackintosh  coat,  tucked  the 
bottoms  of  his  trousers  into  his  shoes,  and,  so  encased,  endeav- 
ored to  sleep.  In  the  middle  of  the  night  he  awoke,  half- 
devoured,  and  beheld  one  of  his  companions  sitting  on  his  bed 
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in  the  attitude  of  deep  despair.  At  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  thej  all  hastily  decamped. 

The  Sardinian  ecclesiastics,  although  they  thus  mortify  the 
flesh  of  their  guests,  are  not  indifferent  to  worldly  goods. 
They  do  not  forget  to  claim  their  share  in  any  partition  of 
landed  property.  As  you  pass  through  the  outskirts  of  a 
town,  "Whose  garden  is  that?"  you  ask.  "A  priest's." 
"And  this?"  "Another  priest's."  And  so  on,  without 
change  of  the  proprietor's  profession.  These  clerical  gardens 
are  surrounded  with  walls,  and  are  closed  with  a  door  of 
painted  wood  surmounted  by  a  cross,  to  indicate  the  character 
of  their  owners.  That  land  is  cheap  in  Sardinia,  is  proved 
by  the  breadth  that  is  wasted  to  allow  of  the  growth  of  the 
cactus  hedges.  The  approach  to  the  convent  of  San  Pietro 
is  announced  by  a  long  road  bordered  with  trees,  and  by  a 
crowd  of  big  and  little  monks,  basking  in  the  sun  and  saying 
their  breviary.  The  convent  of  Bonaria,  happily  situated  to 
catch  the  sea-breeze,  and  sheltered  from  every  evil  wind,  is 
the  residence  of  the  Fathers  of  Mercy,  mainly  notable  for 
their  white  dress,  their  long  hat  turned  up  at  the  sides,  and 
their  application  of  the  maxim  "  Charity  begins  at  home,"  in 
the  happy  choice  of  their  geographical  position. 

The  hospitality  aflForded  by  the  inns  is  little  better  than 
that  of  the  cur^s.  The  only  hotels  at  Sassari  are  the  Al- 
bergo  d'ltalia  and  the  Albergo  del  Progresso,  which  latter 
has  a  branch  establishment  of  the  same  name  at  Gagliari. 
But  it  is  almost  blasphemy  to  apply  the  word  "  progress  "  to 
the  landlords  of  these  wretched  taverns.  The  consciousness 
of  their  monopoly  inspires  them  with  disgusting  airs.  If  you 
make  any  complaint,  their  invariable  reply  is,  "  Find  better 
accommodation  elsewhere  if  you  can ! "  At  Alghero  you 
have  the  locanda  of  the  Qolden  Lion.  It  is  the  only  one  in 
the  place,  and  you  are  advised  to  sleep  outside  the  town  in 
bright  starlight,  rather  than  face  the  miseries  of  the  estab- 
lishment ;  amongst  which  are  included  horrible  food,  odious 
flies,  intolerable  mosquitoes,  repulsive  vermin,  pestiferous 
sheets,  and  an  absolute  want  of  everything  conducive  to  re- 
pose. At  Macomer  two  little  wooden  beds,  scarcely  big 
enough  to  hold  one  person  each,  in  a  little  chamber  seven  feet 
high,  are  offered  as  sleeping-places  to  five  full-grown  travel- 
lers. At  Paulo  Latino,  the  mistress  of  the  locanda  has  one 
bed  to  offer  to  the  same  number  of  visitors ;  and  it  is  not  the 
bed  of  Ware,  with  plenty  of  clean  straw.  She  promises  a 
dish  of  macaroni ;  but  the  best  part  of  the  supper  is  com- 
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posed  of  imported  portable  soup  and  preserved  vegetables. 
The  old  hag  takes  advantage  of  the  strangers'  presence  to 
drink  their  healths  until  she  is  fairly  drunk,  in  which  guise 
she  shows  them  to  bed.  They  do  object  to  the  unique  bed, 
and  prefer  to  spend  the  night  in  the  omnibus  which  brought 
them  to  the  bowers  of  Paulo  Latino.  They  are  dismi^ed 
with  a  little  muddy  coffee  served  in  dirty  egg-cups. 

An  excursionist  in  Sardinia,  therefore,  must  trust  entirely 
to  his  own  personal  resources.  There  is  much  to  invite  in 
respect  to  antiquities ;  there  may  be  discoveries  to  be  made 
in  botany  and  natural  history ;  but  the  adventurer  is  strongly 
recommended  to  provide  himself  with  a  tent,  and  to  make 
the  same  preparations  as  he  would  for  a  journey  in  the  East 
Sardinian  hospitality  exists,  certainly ;  and  the  traveller  may 
go  his  way  without  dread ;  but  a  hospitality  which  has  noth- 
ing to  offer,  not  even  a  clean  bed,  is  only  a  delusion  and  a 
mockery. 

The  Sardinian  islanders  are  not  a  bad  set  of  people,  al* 
though  they  are,  like  the  Corsicans,  a  little  too  much  given  to 
go  to  law.  The  men's  physiognomy  is,  perhaps,  not  prepos- 
sessing ;  hooked  nose,  thin  and  contracted  lips,  pointed  beard, 
and  small  and  piercing  eyes ;  but  you  may  travel  as  safely  as 
you  would  in  the  environs  of  Orleans  or  Bordeaux.  You 
will  meet  Sardinian  cavaliers,  mounted  on  ponies,  armed  with 
long  gun  lying  across  their  saddle,  with  wife  behind  and  child 
in  front.  The  Sardes,  like  the  Arabs,  always  carry  fire-arms 
when  they  go  abroad ;  but  this  is  simply  a  question  of  nation- 
al pride,  and  an  indispensable  travelling  appendage.  One 
moral  trait  is  worth  remembering:  if  you  pay  marked  at- 
tention to  a  single  woman,  you  are  expected  to  marry  her. 
If  you  indulge  in  the  same  amusement  with  a  married  woman, 
you  must  not  be  surprised  to  receive  a  bullet  in  the  back  of 
your  head. 

After  this  rapid  glance,  we  can  scarcely  realize  the  fact 
that  insular  Sardinia  is  a  portion  of  the  same  kingdom  to 
which  belong  the  wealthy  cities  of  Turin  and  Genoa,  and  the 
well-cultivated  plains  of  Piedmont.  Its  excuse  (for  it  needs 
an  excuse  for  its  condition)  is  that  its  rulers  have  been  so 
fully  employed  on  the  continent,  that  they  have  had  no  time 
nor  thought  to  spare  on  the  minor  portion  of  territory  which 
lies  out  of  sight  in  the  midst  of  the  sea.  Piedmont  of  late 
years  may  be  likened  to  a  cottager  whose  hut  is  built  at  the 
foot  of  a  cliff  which  beetles  over  and  threatens  to  crush  him. 
We  know  not  all  the  difficulties  he  may  have  had  to  contend 
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with  ;  enough  for  us  to  learn  that  he  is  struggling  with  an 
enemy  who  pays  fivepence  per  head  for  the  flogging  of  uncon- 
victed women  ;  who  proclaims  one  military  punishment  only 
— death ;  who  submits  to  be  asked  whether  its  generals  are 
the  commanders  of  soldiers  or  the  chiefs  of  brigands.  But, 
as  soon  as  this  state  of  things  shall  cease,  and  Piedmont  be 
really  independent,  it  will  surely  be  expected  of  a  reforming 
king  that  he  set  his  own  most  capable  island  in  better  order. 


m--^ 


DOMESTIC    MANAGEMENT.        ^ 


If  there  is  a  subject  in  which  the  interests  of  all  are  in- 
Tolved,  as  it  regards  their  comfort,  their  pleasure,  their 
happiness  and  profit,  it  is  domestic  management.  The  home 
is  the  seat  of  all  happiness,  and  the  fountain  from  which 
springs  the  sweetest,  purest  joys  of  life.  The  poet,  from 
the  gushings  of  his  spirit,  thus  pours  forth,  in  song,  the 
pleasures  of  a  happy  home : 

The  earth  hath  treasures  fair  and  bright, 

Deep  buried  in  her  caves, 
And  ocean  hideth  many  a  gem. 

With  his  blue  curling  waves ; 
Tet  not  within  her  bosom  dark. 

Or  'neath  the  dashing  foam. 
Lies  there  a  treasure  equalling 

A  world  of  love  at  home. 

Tme,  sterUng  happiness  and  joy 

Are  not  with  gold  allied ; 
Nor  can  it  yield  a  pleasure  like 

A  merry  fireside. 
I  envy  not  the  man  who  dwells 

In  stately  hall  or  dome. 
If  'mid  his  splendor  he  hath  not 

A  world  of  love  at  home. 

Wealth,  if  honestly  accumulated  and  properly  used,  is 
certainly  a  blessing,  as  it  enables  us  to  gratify  all  proper 
appetites  and  pleasures,  to  furnish  ourselves  with  every 
personal  comfort  and  luxury,  and  ennobles  the  mind,  by 
improving  and  heightening  its  tastes.  If  the  housewife  proper- 
ly understands  and  directs  her  household,  combined  with 
industry,  it  is  the  radius  from  which  converges  streams  of 
profit.  The  husband  will  not  prosper  in  business,  either  upon 
the  farm  or  elsewhere,  if  his  wife  is  careless  and  extravagant, 
and  if  she  does  not  stimulate  him  by  feeling  a  proper  interest 
in  his  aflFairs,  and  by  industry,  economy  and  kindness.    It  is 


528  THE   ASHLAR. 

true,  men  have  a  larger  sphere  of  action,  they  can  look 
about  and  discover  means  of  accumulating  wealth,  and  by 
speculations  acquire  large  fortunes ;  but  this  is  comparatirely 
rare  and  accidental.  But  the  good  housewife,  in  a  little 
sphere  of  her  own,  can,  like  the  fairy  who  divested  Cinderella, 
as  if  by  magic,  of  her  rags,  and  clothed  her  in  silks  and 
diamonds,  produce  comforts  from  an  unseen  world,  and  make 
a  little  home  a  paradise.  It  is  a  heartless,  selfish  and  mean 
woman  that  will  depend  upon  her  husband  to  provide  every 
comfort,  (as  we  consider  meanness,  idleness,  and  carelessness, 
synonymous  terms,)  and  that  will  not  bear  a  portion  of  the 
responsibility.  She  should  be  like  the  polar  star,  shining 
with  usefulness,  cheerfulness,  and  smiles,  and  leading  him  by 
a  charmed  influence,  bright  and  radiant  as  this  star,  to 
prosperity,  fame  and  happiness. 

There  is  a  star  that  brightly  gleams, 

Calm  in  the  sky  above,    . 
And  throws  o'er  life  its  golden  beams 

Of  happiness  and  love— 
A  beacon  pure  whose  radiance  bright 

No  lowering  cloud  confines, 
Bat  in  affliction's  stormy  night 

With  heavenly  lostre  shines. 

There  is  a  star  whose  macic  power 

So  firmly  binds  the  soul, 
That  e'en  in  joy's  most  sunny  hour 

Man  feels  its  sweet  control — 
A  glorious  light,  whose  mystic  spell* 

Life,  hope,  and  joy  imparts, 
And  calms  the  wild,  tempestuous  swell 

Of  earth's  despairing  hearts. 

The  star  that,  fh>m  its  glittering  sheen. 

Gilds  life's  declining  slope, 
And  throws  o'er  youth's  resplendent  scene 

The  rosy  tints  of  hope. 
The  star  that  drives  the  clouds  away, 

Though  dark  they  fix>wn  awhile, 
And  ever  shines  with  peerless  ray, 

Is  woman's  angel  smile. 

Pliny,  as  history  tells  us,  was  one  of  the  best  husbands  in 
the  Roman  Empire — his  wife  the  kindest  and  most  amiable  of 
her  sex.  It  may  either  haye  been  his  kindness  and  considera* 
tion  for  her,  treating  her  as  a  friend  and  counsellor,  and 
companion — or  it  may  have  been  her  kindness  that  won  his 
esteem.  Much  depends  upon  either.  In  his  letters  to  her 
when  absent,  he  breathes  the  most  tender,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  the  most  delicate  affection.  In  his  letters  addressed  to 
his  aunt,  he  thus  speaks  of  his  wife,  Calphumia : — 
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Her  ingenuity  is  admirable;  her  frtigcUitjf  is  extra- 
ordinary. She  loves  me,  the  sarest  pledge  of  her  virtue ; 
and  adds  to  this  a  wonderful  disposition  to  learning,  which 
she  has  acquired  from  her  affection  for  me.  You  would 
smile  to  see  the  concern  she  is  in  when  I  have  cause  to 
plead,  and  the  joj  she  shows  when  it  is  over.  She  finds 
means  to  have  the  first  news  brought  her  of  the  success  I 
meet  with  in  court,  how  I  am  heard,  and  what  decree  is 
made ;  she  feeds  upon  my  applause ;  she  sings  my  verses  and 
accompanies  them  upon  tiie  lute,  without  any  master  except 
love,  the  best  of  instructors.  From  these  instances  I  take 
the  most  certain  omens  of  our  perpetual  and  increasing 
happiness,  since  her  affection  is  not  founded  on  youth  or 
person,  which  must  gradually  decay,  but  upon  the  immortal 
part,  my  glory  and  reputation." 

And  so  we  here  see  that  even  the  wife  of  the  great  and 
immortal  Pliny  did  not  disdain  to  bo  an  ingenious  and  frugal 
economist.  Among  the  ancient  Egyptians,  the  women  were 
occupied  in  trade,  merchandise,  and  agriculture.  Even  those 
of  the  first  quality  were  not  ashamed  to  perform  the  office 
of  washerwoman.  In  the  heroic  ages  of  Greece  wives  and 
daughters  were  not  brought  up  to  idleness.  Penelope,  queen 
of  the  famous  Ulysses,  is  often  represented  by  Homer  as 
being  at  her  loom.  Almost  every  one  has  heard  the  story  of 
Penelope's  web.  The  famous  Helen,  when  Troy  was  be- 
sieged, employed  herself  on  an  extraordinary  piece  of 
embroidery,  which  represented  most  of  the  battles  fought 
between  the  Greeks  and  Trojans.  The  wife  of  the  illustrious 
Washington  prided  herself  upon  her  domestic  economy.  Mrs. 
Madison,  and  many  of  our  proud  republic's  truly  and  honor- 
ably proud  statesmen's  wives,  have  boasted  of  their  domestic 
management,  industry,  and  economy. 

We  consider  a  woman  thoroughly  educated  when  she  can 
preside  with  alike  self-possession,  with  her  linen  apron  on  in 
the  kitchen,  seasoning  and  flavoring  the  meats,  vegetables, 
and  puddings ;  straining  away  nicely  the  milk,  and  packing 
the  butter;  knitting  and  darning  her  husband's  stockings; 
and  who  can  appear  with  accomplished  grace  in  the  drawing- 
room  to  entertain  her  guests  with  music,  conversation,  etc., 
etc.  I  do  not  know  a  more  thorough  lady  thsm  one  whose 
home  is  always  in  order,  and  who  is  expert  in  every  species 
of  household  affairs.  A  well-educated  lady  always  makes 
the  best  housekeeper.  If  she  is  not  a  good  housekeeper  she 
does  not  deserve  the  name  of  lady,  though  she  does  know 
how  to  dress  and  dance. 
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I  am  far  from  thinking  that  every  lady  shoald  make  of  herself 
a  drudge — cook,  wash,  iron,  etc. ;  but  she  shoald  know  the  best 
manner  it  should  be  done,  and,  if  necessarily  the  task  at  any 
time  devolves  upon  her,  to  perform  it  with  ease  and  cheerfnl- 
ness.  She  should  not  consider  herself  in  the  least  degraded  by 
having  handled  a  few  pots  and  kettles ;  but  should  feel  proud 
that  she  is  able  to  perform  it.  And  when  she  comes  to 
understand  the  measure  and  quantity  required  for  cooking 
and  other  things,  it  will  save  her  many  a  trouble  and  loss, 
from  being  imposed  upon  by  dishonest  servants. 

We  often  hear  it  said,  ^^What  industrious  people  those 
are,"  that  wife  and  daughters.  ^^  What  fine  wives  those  girls 
will  make."  It  is  far  from  being  those  who  work  most  who 
accomplish  most.  It  depends  entirely  upon  whether  the 
work  is  profitable  or  not ;  whether  it  was  done  at  the  proper 
time,  when  most  needed,  and  if  something  of  more  impor- 
tance was  not  neglected.  We  should  work  efficiently , 
economically  and  systematically.  JEr(?£k^work  is  more  neces- 
sary to  a  good  housewife  than  hand-Mfork.  It  enables  her  to 
direct,  regulate  and  dispose.  In  the  first  place,  she  considers 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done,  and  then  disposes  of  each  piece 
of  work  in  its  proper  season.  She  considers  the  best  way  it 
can  be  done  with  the  least  labor,  trouble  and  time. 

A  good  housewife  has  time  to  do  every  thing,  has  her 
house  in  fine  order — a  place  for  every  thing,  and  every  thing 
in  its  place.  She  arranges  properly,  and  each  task  comes  in 
at  the  time  when  needed.  She  has  time  for  cooking,  for 
washing,  for  ironing,  for  mending,  for  gardening,  for  storing 
away  fruits,  etc.,  etc. ;  for  knitting  and  sewing,  embroidery, 
reading  and  music ;  to  visit,  receive  and  entertain  company. 
Her  guests  never  find  her  in  the  least  confusion,  and  she  is 
never  nonplused.  When  entertaining  company,  all  feel  at 
home  and  satisfied,  as  their  presence  does  not  stop  work,  and 
everything  moves  on  in  harmony,  as  though  there  were  no 
one  present.  The  eye  of  a  mistress  alone  can  so  regulate  an 
establishment  that  visitors  may  at  all  times  be  received,  and 
although  she  should  never  make  her  household  arrangements 
a  subject  of  conversation,  nothing  that  contributes  to  the 
comfort  of  her  domestic  circle  is  beneath  her  notice. 

Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague  observes  that  the  most 
minvie  details  of  household  economy  become  elegant  and 
refined  when  they  are  enobled  by  sentiment;  and  they  are 
truly  ennobled  when  we  do  them  either  from  a  sense  of  duty, 
or  consideration  for  a  parent,  or  love  to  a  husband.    ^'  To 
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furnish  a  room,"  continnes  this  lady,  ^^  is  no  longer  a  common- 
place affair,  shared  with  upholsterers  and  cabinet-makers ;  it 
is  decorating  a  place  where  I  am  to  meet  a  friend  or  lover. 
To  order  dinner  is  not  merely  arranging  a  meal  with  my 
cook;  it  is  preparing  refreshments  for  him  whom  I  love. 
These  necessary  occupations,  viewed  in  this  light,  by  a  person 
capable  of  strong  attachments,  are  so  many  pleasures,  and 
afford  her  far  more  delight  than  the  fancies  and  shows  which 
constitute  the  amusements  of  the  world." 

A  well-ordered  house  has  been  fitly  compared  to  a  watch, 
all  the  wheels  and  springs  of  which  are  out  of  sight,  and  it  is 
only  known  that  they  exist,  and  are  in  order,  by  the  regular- 
ity by  which  their  results  are  brought  about. 


■♦-•■ 


The  Sunset  Houb. — 


The  western  beams  are  fading  now, 

The  golden-tinted  clouds  are  gone ; 
The  noble  river  seems  to  flow 

More  gently,  in  my  fancy,  on. 
The  deep  repose  so  sweet  and  calm. 

Which  twilight's  softening  shades  impart. 
Might  soothe,  methinks,  like  Gilead's  balm, 

The  weary  or  the  wounded  heart. 

The  sunset  hour  is  dearer  far 

Than  all  the  glare  of  noon ; 
I  love  to  watch  the  first  faint  star. 

And  gaze  upon  the  crescent  moon. 
Then  thought  flies  high,  and  memory 

Sleeps  in  the  quiet  scene, 
'Till  in  the  future  far  I  see, 

A  desert  isle  forever  green. 

I  know  not  why  I  but  at  this  hoar. 

When  sinks  the  glorious  sun  to  rest, 
I  turn  with  strange,  impelling  power, 

A  searching  glance  within  my  breast ; 
And  in  the  dav  s  receding  light, 

The  vail  falls  from  my lieart  anew. 
While  all  grows  dim  to  human  sight. 

And  but  one  eye  its  faults  can  view. 

'Tis  fancy,  all !  earth  has  no  rest. 

Life's  busy  throng,  with  restless  air, 
Press  on,  while,  hidden  in  each  breast, 

Lie  eager  hope  and  anxious  care : 
'Till,  worn  with  turbulent  desires. 

Which  rise  o*er  disappointments  past, 
And  spent  with  passion  s  fervered  fires. 

Life  8  sunset-hour  is  closed  at  last 
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The  Moderns  may  boast  of  their  extraordinary  achieve- 
ments and  dlscoYeries,  but  what  are  they  to  compare  with  the 
works  of  the  ancients.  Ninevah  was  fifteen  miles  long,  and 
forty  round,  with  walls  one  hundred  feet  high :  and  thick 
enough  for  three  chariots.  Babylon  was  sixty  miles  within 
the  walls,  which  were  seventy-five  feet  thick,  and  three 
hundred  high,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty  brazen  gates.  The 
temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus  was  four  hundred  and  twenty 
feet  high.  The  largest  of  the  pyramids  is  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  feet  high,  and  seven  hundred  and  ninty-three  on 
the  sides ;  its  base  covers  thirteen  acres.  The  stones  are 
about  thirty  feet  in  length,  and  the  layers  are  two  hundred 
and  six ;  one  hundred  thousand  men  were  employed  in  its 
erection.  About  the  fifteen  hundred  and  nintieUi  part  of 
the  Great  Pyramid  of  Egypt  is  occupied  by  chambers  and 
passages ;  all  the  rest  is  solid  masonry.  The  Labyrinth  of 
Egypt  contains  three  thousand  chambers  and  twelve  halls. 
Thebes,  in  Egypt,  presents  ruins  twenty-seven  miles  round. 
It  has  one  hundred  gates.  Carthage  was  twenty-five  miles 
round.  Athens  was  twenty-five  miles  round,  and  contained 
twenty-five  thousand  citizens  and  four  hundred  thousand 
slaves.  The  temple  of  Delphos  was  so  rich  in  donations, 
that  it  was  once  plundered  of  £100,000,000,  sterling ;  and 
Nero  carried  from  it  five  hundred  statues.  The  walls  of 
Rome  were  thirteen  miles  in  extent,  and  four  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  in  height.  In  literature  and  art  they  surpassed 
us  still  more.  Their  works  serve  as  our  models,  and  though 
centuries  have  elapsed,  they  stand  unequalled  and  unimproved 
— the  admiration  and  envy  of  a  world. 

Rabelais  was  a  great  wag,  and  even  the  fear  of  death 
could  not  rob  him  of  this  propensity.  His  last  speech  was  a 
jest ;  he  had  just  received  extreme  unction,  and  being  asked 
if  he  was  prepared  for  the  next  world,  he  exclaimed,  "  Yes, 
yes, — ^I  am  ready  for  the  journey  now — they  have  just 
greased  my  boots !" 

The  Duke  of  Guise  was  noted  for  his  profusion  and  liber- 
ality ;  once,  when  his  steward  handed  him  a  list  of  superfluous 
attendants  to  be  discharged,  he  read  it,  and  said,  "It  is  true, 
I  can  do  without  all  these  people ;  but  have  you  asked  them 
if  they  can  do  without  me  .^" 
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11. — JONES,   WHO   COULD   SWIM   "  A  LITTLE. 


CHAPTER  I. 


"  Well,"  said  he  to  Jones,  **  can  you  swim  ?  " 

**  A  little,  sir." 

**  A  little  !  "  said  the  master;  "why  you  were  in  more  danger  than 
Brown,  and  might  have  been  drowned,  if  you  had  ventured  much  further. 
Take  him  up,"  said  he. 

Such  was  the  argument,  such  the  command,  of  the  schoolmaster,  as 
shadowed  forth  in  the  immortal  spelling-book  of  Daniel  Fenning, — and  the 
luckless  Jones,  because  he  could  swim  "  a  little,"  was  taken  up. 

There  is  a  season  when  the  branding  iron  marks  less  than  the  birch. 
Throughout  his  life  Jones  was  content  to  do  only  a  little,  that  little  lead- 
ing to  nothing  save  the  self-exaltation  of  the  doer,  who  was  wont  to  stop 
half-way  in  his  purpose,  rub  his  hands,  crow,  and  bless  his  stars  that  he 
had  not  ventured  **much  further." 

We  hasten  to  take  Jones  from  school,  and  present  him,  a  full-grown 
responsible  biped,  in  the  metropolis. 

(And  here,  gentle  reader,  we  intend  to  follow  the  example  of  that  cun- 
ning master  in  his  art,  old-fashioned  Ben  Jonson,  who  does  not,  like 
two  or  three  of  his  descendants,  bring  on  his  men  and  women  to  tell  their 
histories  to  themselves,  as  thus — "I  am  a  young  man  of  an  old  family, 
very  much  in  love  with  Elenora,  who  is  about  to  elope  with  me  this  even- 
ing, if  by  any  possibility  I  can  raise  the  money  to  pay  the  post-boys ; " 
or,  **  Hapless  creature  that  I  am  !  betrayed  into  a  Fleet  marriage  three 
years  ago  with  the  heartless  Edward  Montgomery,  who  had  at  the  time  a 
wife  and  two  fair  pledges."  No,  no;  Ben  tells  his  history,  exhibits  his 
characters  by  incidents,  not  by  soliloquies.  That  glorious  brawl  of  Face, 
Subtle,  and  Doll  Common,  lets  us  at  once  into  the  secret  of  their  compact 
— clamorously  publishes  the  coming  of  the  Alchymist.  Thus,  let  an 
occurrence  discover  the  inward  history  of  Jones.) 

Jones  stood  before  t'.3  mansion  of  Lord  Loaves,  the  newly-appointed 
governor  of  an  island,  far  away  **  amid  the  melancholy  main."     Jones 
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had  walked  three  miles  on  a  sultry  day  that  he  might  bow  to  his  lordship, 
and,  on  the  strength  of  the  patriotic  endeavors  of  his  ancle  in  several 
elections,  ask  of  the  governor  a  few  crumbs  of  official  bread.  Jones  stood 
with  his  friend  Short,  a  fellow-townsman,  with  claims  similar  to  his  own 
upon  the  consideration  of  his  lordship. 

"  Now,  Jones*!  " — and  Short  was  about  to  ascend  the  steps. 

*'  Stop !  stop  I  "  exclaimed  Jones ;  '*  what  are  you  gomg  to  do  ?  " 

*'  Do  !  why  this  is  the  house,"  said  Short. 

*'It  is,  eh?  Well,  I  tell  you  what.  Short,"  and  Jones  eyed  the 
knocker  he  had  walked  three  miles  to  touch — "  this  is  the  house,  is  it  ? 
Well,  I  tell  you  what" — ^and  Jones  looked  very  seriously  at  the  knocker, 
and  spoke  with  startling  emphasis — "  I  teU  you  what — I^U  vnite  !  "  and 
with  this  determination  Jones  walked  very  boldly  from  the  door. 

Short  knocked,  and  the  sound  almost  paralyzed  the  heart  of  the  retreat- 
ing Jones.  The  door  was  opened,  and  Short  had  an  audience  of  his 
lordship. 

A  month  passed  away,  and  Short  presented  himself  to  bid  fiEffewell  to 
Jones.  Short  had  been  preferred  to  one  of  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  his 
lordship,  and  was  about  to  go  on  ship-board  for  the  voyage. 

"  You  're  a  lucky  fellow — ^a  very  lucky  fellow,  Short,"  said  Jones.  "  A 
beautiful  climate  you  are  going  to— and  then  there 's  small  patronage — 
a  very  nice  salary,  and — well,  you  are  a  lucky  fellow ; "  and  clones  looked 
up  and  down  his  friend,  as  if  he  had  been  an  animal  of  a  new  species. 
*'  You  are  a  lucky  fellow." 

"  Yes,  I  think  so.  There 's  only  one  thing  that  annoys  me ;  and  that 
is  parting  with  you."  Jones  shook  Short's  hand,  squeezing  it  with  a 
reciprocity  of  feeling.  *'I  am  sure  the  fellow  who  nas  got  what  you 
wanted,  hasn't  half  the  ability."      Again  Jones  shook  Short's  hand. 

**  But,  however,  the  greater  the  fool,  the  greater  the : "  for  the 

moment  Short  forgot  his  own  promotion.  '*  That  is,  I — I  wish  you  were 
going." 

**  1  should  have  liked  it — ^nothing  better,"  said  Jones. 

'*  And  what  astonishes  me  is,  that  his  lordship — ^for  you  did  writ€,  yon 
say?" 

**  Yes ;  oh,  yes !  "  said  Jones — **  I  wrote." 

*'  Well,  it  is  so  unlike  his  lordship !  I  am  so  astonished  that  he  never 
answered  your  letter,"  said  Short 

*'  I — don't  know  for  that,"  said  Jones,  hesitating. 

**  Do  n't  know  ?  I  think  the  man  who  does  n't  answer  the  letter  of  a 
gentleman,  deserves  to— to  be  called  out,"  cried  Short,  with  some  animation. 

"  I  almost  think  so,  too,"  said  Jones. 

*'  Then  what  excuse  have'you  for  his  lordship  ?  He  has  not  answered 
your  letter.     How  can  you  excuse  that?  "  asked  Short 

*'  Why,  there  is  some  excuse  for  his  lordship,"  said  the  charitable 
Jones ;  "  for  though  I  wrote  the  letter — I — I  never  sent  tV." 

Jones,  disappointed  in  his  hopes  of  colonial  empbyment,  was  presented 
with  an  ensign  s  commission  by  his  liberal  uncle.  Jones  looked  a  peacea- 
ble recruit,  but  who  that  saw  him  could  predict  what  he  might  be---could 
count  upon  the  victories  he  might  win ! 
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(Header,  you  have  this  morning  taken  an  egg  at  breakfiust — almost  the 
simplest  of  human  food.  It  is  the  type  of  frugality — ^the  nourishment  of 
saints  and  herm\ts.  Molly  thought  nothing  as  she  dropt  it  into  the  sauce- 
pan— ^it  was  an  egg,  no  more.  Change  the  circumstances ;  and,  warmed 
bj  the  maternal  breast,  or  heated  by  an  Egyptian  oven,  the  egg  is  chipped 
— ^not  by  your  spoon,  gentle  reader — ^but  by  a  living  bill  I  The  pullet 
chirps  and  grows ;  time  passes,  and  lo  !  a  cock,  glorious  in  his  plumes,  self- 
complacent  in  his  harem,  struts  and  scratches,  the  king  of  the  yard.  What 
shouts !  what  clamors  burst  from  the  pit !  Hear  you  that  cry  of  victory  ? 
What  does  it  proclaim  ?  This :  "  Bill  Qiles'  bird  has  won ! — that  cock 's 
a  conqueror !  Look  at  the  hero  with  his  blood-dyed  spurs !  Hear  his 
exulting  trumpet.  A  young  recruit  is  an  egg ;  he  may  become  a  house- 
hold thing— on  the  contrary,  he  may  stalk  along  the  plain,  a  mighty  victor ! 
Never  do  we  see  -a  raw  recruit  that  we  do  not  think  of  an  unboiled  egg.) 

Albeit  Jones,  in  the  restlessness  of  his  new  ambition,  yearned  ibr  for- 
eign service,  having  promised  himself  the  most  heroic  achievements  on  the 
first  and  least  opportunity  against  the  enemy ;  still  do  we  fear  that  the  con- 
stitutional infirmity  of  the  young  warrior  would  not  have  sufiered  him  to 
annihilate  the  foes  of  England.  The  valiant  king  of  France,  whom  the 
trumpet-tongue  of  &me  declared  to  have  "  walked  up  a  hill,  and  down 
again,"  exhibited  greater  energy  than  we  fear  fell  to  the  lot  of  Jones. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  rushed — ^flown  to  gather  laurels, 
but  not  finding  them  half  way  up  the  hill,  would  have  quickly  descended, 
applauding  himself  for  a  Fabius,  that  he  had  not  *'  ventured  much 
further." 

Jones  was  not  a  soldier  of  six  months'  growth,  ere,  having  little  else  to 
do — ^for  he  had  four  months  since  given  up  the  study  of  fidrtification — ^he 
fell  in  love.  As  nothing  could  be  more  natural,  so  nothing  in  the  present 
case  could  promise  greater  advantages — ^the  daughter  of  a  retired  merchant, 
with  *'  a  shower  of  beauty  "  and  a  shower  of  gold !  Such  was  the  desira- ' 
ble  young  woman,  who  danced  nearly  the  whole  evening  at  the  garrison 
ball  with  Jones;  who  smiled,  colored,  vowed  she  must  not  listen  to  him, 
then  heard  him  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 

Was  it  accident— or  what  was  it,  that,  on  the  evenins  of  the  next  day, 
brought  together,  strolling  on  the  ramparts,  Augusta  Blushly  and  Ensign 
Jones  ? 


The  reader  is  under  a  deep  debt  of  obligation  to  us  for  the  above  rows 
of  stars,  which  we  beg  he  will  receive  in  lieu  of  the  details  of  a  love 
scene.  At  the  same  time  we  desire  to  register  it  as  our  conscientious 
belief  that  the  aforesaid  stars  are  admirable  substitutes  for  any  words  that 
can,  by  any  possibility,  be  spoken  by  persons  meeting  with  the  same 
motives,  and  under  the  same  circumstances  as  Augusta  Blushly  and 
Ensign  Jones.  All  that  is  to  be  said  upon  such  a  matter  was  said  (accord- 
ing to  the  Chinese)  ten  thousand  years  ago,  and  everything  uttered  on  the 
subject  since  that  time  is  only  a  vile  plagiary,  which  we  are  convinced 
every  reasonable  man  and  woman,  betrayed  into  at  an  unguarded  time  in 
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life,  like  not,  at  a  later  season,  to  be  reminded  of.  It  is  to  such  we  write : 
hence,  we  will  not,  with  some  professors,  seek  to  make  our  heroes,  like 
Falstaff,  *'  long-winded ''  with  barley-sugar  bought  of  love. 

Jones  and  Augustsr  met  and  met  again.  Unhappily,  however,  Augosti 
had  a  father.  Not  that  Miss  Blushly  had  before  had  cause  to  lament  tdiat 
accident ;  but  circumstances  will  arise  peculiarly  trying  to  the  obedienee 
of  a  daughter.  Mr.  Blushly,  with  every  respect  for  the  military  charaeter 
in  the  abstract,  cared  not  for  it  in  the  person  of  Ensign  Jones.  It  wis 
very  strange  that  Mr.  Blushly  could  not  view  an  object  with  the  same  eyes 
as  his  daughter.     Very  strange  ! 

"  We  must  part  for  ever,''  said  Augusta  to  Jones,  and  then  proceeded 
to  describe  to  the  amiable  young  soldier  a  late  scene  with  her  fiitber,  in 
which — so  blind  was  Mr.  Blushly  to  the  merits  of  our  hero — she  had  been 
forbidden  to  see  Ensign  Jones  again ;  under  penalty  of  close  confinement, 
a  regimen  of  bread  and  water,  with  more  than  a  hint  of  the  addition  (^ 
iron  bars  at  her  chamber  window. 

'*  Then,  no  time  is  to  be  lost,"  exclaimed  the  Ensign. 

*'  What  would  you  do  ?  "  cried  Augusta,  in  the  voice,  and  with  the 
looks  of  a  heroine. 

**  Nothing  remains — ^nothing  but  flight,"  said  Jones. 

'*  Flight !  "  and  from  the  horror  painted  on  the  countenance  of  Miss 
Blushly,  it  was  evident  the  suggestion  was  wholly  new  to  her. 

''Flight,"  repeated  the  young  soldier;  and  no  veteran  General  ever 
pronounced  the  word  with  greater  decision. 

**  Fathers,  though  cruel,  should  be  obeyed,"  said  Augusta. 

**  When  they  would  tyrannize  over  the  a£Pections  of  their  children 

then  they  snap  apart  the  ties  that  bind " 

The  reader  must  finish  the  period  firom  his  own  imagination ;  for  Au- 
gusta Blushly,  sinking  into  the  arms  of  Ensign  Jones,  left  him  no  more  to 
say.  The  fortress  had  surrendered,  and,  as  the  mature  reader  may  think, 
without  discretion. 


CHAPTER   II. 


The  ''  White  Lion  "  was  an  inn  enjoying  the  best  reputation  on  the 
North  Road  ;  the  outward  sign  betokened  the  purity,  and,  withal,  the 
strength,  of  the  potations  to  be  had  within.  Mrs.  Fairday,  the  amiable 
and  fortunate  landlady,  presented  her  welcoming  countenance  at  the  door 
as  a  chaise  drove  up.  It  was  dusk,  but  the  hostess,  with  an  educated  eye, 
read  at  a  glance  the  interesting  history  contained  in  the  inside  of  the 
vehicle ;  for  there  sat  Augusta  Blushly  and  Ensign  Jones.  The  lady, 
with  uneasy  looks  at  her  lover,  resigned  herself  to  the  hospitality  of  M^ 
Fairday,  who  ushered  her  into  the  best  apartment,  and,  though  perfectly 
aware  of  the  venturous  step  taken  by  Miss  Blushly — (the  rash  girl  had 
positively  gone  off  with  ensign  Jones,  leaving  nothing  behind  her  but  her 
prayers  for  her  father,  inclosed  in  a  note  upon  her  dressing  table) — never 
ventured  to  hint  at  the  imprudence,  but  lavished  every  kindness  and 
attention  upon  Augusta. 
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*'  I  think,  post-boy,  there  's  nothing  to  be  afiraid  of  now  I "  said  Jones, 
as  he  gave  the  man  a  guinea. 

*'  Never  was  more  comfortable  about  anything  in  my  life,  sir,''  said  the 
post-boy,  pocketing  the  coin  with  '*  measureless  content". 

"Yes,  yes — I  think  we  have  gone  far  enough  for  to-night,"  observed 
Jones,  oomplaoently  throwing  himself  into  a  chair.  '*  Some  supper. 
Now,  my  dear  Augusta  " 

"  If— if  papa,"  murmured  the  young  lady,  looking  almost  reproach- 
fully at  Jones. 

**  It 's  impossible  he  should  come  up  with,  us  ;  we  're  twelve  hours  the 
better  of  him ;  and  to-morrow,  to-morrow  at  six,  my  beloved  Augusta, 
we  'II  be  on  the  road  again.  In  the  evening  we  shall  reach-: — Hush ! 
the  waiter." 

Supper  was  brought.  Mrs.  Fairday  was  incessant  in  her  attentions. 
J'ones  ate  and  drank  with  the  healthiest  appetite,  whilst  Augusta  played 
with  the  untouched  wing  of  a  fowl,  continually  casting  glances  toward  the 
window. 

"It's  a -very  fine  night,  ma'am,  is  it  not?"  asked  Augusta  of  the 
landlady. 

"Fine  but  cold,  Miss;  and  the  roads  are  very  heavy,"  said  Mrs. 
Fairday. 

"  'T  would  be  killing  you  to  go  on  to-night,"  cried  Jones,  and  he 
swallowed  some  wine.     "  I  tell  you,  my  love,  we  are  far  enough." 

Augusta  bit  her  lip,  and  in  silence  looked  toward  the  window. 

"  Another  wing,  dearest?  "  and  Jones,  with  a  deep  look  of  love,  and  a 
winning  smile  about  his  mouth,  proffered  the  member  to  the  statue-like 
Augusta.     "  I  wish,  my  sweetest  girl,  you  'd  take  another  wing." 

"  I  wish  I  could  take  half-a-dozen,"  replied  the  fair  runaway,  with  an 
expression  of  bitterness,  not  lost  upon  the  acute  Mrs.  Fairday,  though 
unnoticed  by  the  simple  Jones. 

"  Now,  you  do  n't  eat  at  all,"  exclaimed  the  Ensign  with  surprise.  "  I 
declare,  you  've  touched  nothing.     You  don't  like  it !     Now,  my  darling 

girl Oh  !  never  mind,  Mrs.  Fairday ; "  and  Jones  rose,  and  took  the 

band  of  Augusta,  the  landlady  quitting  the  room.  "  Now,  my  dearest 
life !  what  will  you  have  ?  What  in  the  whole  world  would  you  most 
like  ?  "  and  the  Ensign  hung  over  the  feir  and  trembling  maiden,  soon  to 
become  his  bride.  "  Why  don't  you  speak,  love?  What — ^now  tell  me 
— what  in  the  whole  world  would  you  most  like?." 

"  Post-horses,  Mr.  Jones — post-horses !  "  and  Augusta  suddenly  rose, 
and  looked  with  flashing  eyes  upon  her  lover,  then  burst  into  tears,  and 
again  sank  upon  the  chair.  Jones  was  astonished — paralyzed  by  the  vio- 
lence, the  emotion  of  Miss  Blushly. 

"  Now,  Augusta !  dearest  Augusta !  how  can  you  be  so  silly  ?  'T  would 
be  killing  you  to  go  out  to-night ;  you  have  been  harassed,  agitated, 
&tigued,  beyond  endurance ;  I  am  sure  you  have :  "  and  the  lover  pressed 
the  fingers  of  his  mistress;  who,  dead  to  the  attention,  sat  with  her  eyes 
bent  upon  the  whiskers  of  a  tiger  worked  in  the  hearth-rug,  vehemently 
beating  her  little  foot  upon  the  effigies  of  that  carnivorous  animal. 
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'*  Augusta !  "  exclaimed  Jones,  and  he  seemed  to  pull  the  words  by  sjOsl- 
bles  from  the  very  end  of  his  heart — **  Augusta ! '' 

*'  Oh  !  Papa  I  cried  the  girl,  in  self-accusing  voice,  deaf  to  the  win- 
ning tones  of  her  passionate  lover. 

'*  Now,  you  will  distress  yourself  without  cause.  I  tell  you,  my  own, 
own  life," — ^at  these  words  Augusta  stared  coldly  at  the  fervent  Jones,  but 
no  coldness  could  chill  warmth  like  his — "  I  tell  you  we  are  quite  safe 
until  early  to-morrow ;  yon  will  then  be  refreshed  for  your  journey ;  at 
six  we  shall  be  on  the  road  to  happiness  again." 

"You  will  lose  my  fortune,  Mr.  Jones,  should  my  fiither  overtake  us," 
said  Augusta,  with  sudden  composure. 

*'  Your  fortune  !  My  angel,  speak  not  of  your  fortune, — ^it  is  you,  and 
you  alone  that " 

''You  will  stay  to-night,  then,  sir!"  adced  Mrs.  Fairday,  entering 
suddenly. 

"Yes;  prepare  two  rooms — and  mind  "—and  Jones  gave  the  oider 
with  great  emphasis — "  be  sure  that  the  chaise  is  ready  by  six — ^not  a  mo- 
ment later — six,"  and  away,  with  shrugging  shoulders,  and  we  fear,  a 
contemptuous  curl  of  the  lip,  went  the  hostess. 

"  Should  my  father  come  up  with  us,  you  '11  never  see  me  more,"  said 
Augusta. 

"  Name  it  not !  See  you  no  more !  How — ^how  could  I  survive  it? " 
asked  the  hero. 

"  He  has  already  threatened  to  send  me  to  France,  and  shut  me  up  in 
a  nunnery,"  observed  Augusta ;  and  the  young  lady  began  to  speak  much 
more  tranquilly.  "Yes,  1  assure  you,  Mr.  Jones,  in  a  nunnery,"  and 
Miss  Blushly,  we  foar,  out  of  the  very  frowardness  of  her  sex,  oniled  at 
the  thi^at  of  the  very  best  of  fiithers. 

"  And  does  my  own  beloved  think  that  the  walls  of  a  mere  nunneiy 
could  hold  her  from  my  arms?  No,  Aueusta,  I  would  dare  dangers- 
death — ^and  tear  you  from  the  very  altar !  "  As  Jones  made  this  procla- 
mation, he  felt  nothing  less  than  Louis  Quartorze. 

"  You  would  ?  "  adced  Augusta,  with  halibut  eyes,  and  an  indescriba- 
ble smile.     "  You  would,  indeed,  Jones?  " 

"  Oan  you  doubt  it !"  cried  the  soldier,  and  with  a  fervor  that  would 
have  made  it  very  uncivil  for  a  lady  to  suspect  him. 

"  Well,  that  would  be  a  romance.  To  break  open  a  nunnery  for  me ! 
Well,  I  declare !  Ha  !  ha !  "  and  Augusta  laughed,  and  Jones  laughed 
too,  though  to  a  quicker  ear  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  Jones,  the  mirth  of 
his  mistress  might  have  rung  a  little  hollow. 

"  I  wish,  my  darling  life,  I  could  have  prevailed  upon  you  to  take 
some  fowl,"  said  Jones,  quickly  returning  from  nuns  to  pullets. 

"  After  all;  I  think  I  might  as  well,"  replied  Augusta,  whose  appetite 
seemed  to  acoompanyher  returning  composure. 

"  That 's  right.  Why  that 's  like  yourself,  dearest,"  cried  the  encou^ 
agine  Jones.     "  You  are  quite  assured  again." 

"  les,  Mr.  Jones,  yes ;  but — ^but  it  has  cost  me  an  ^fort."  And  had 
Jones  not  been  as  bUnd  as  love,  he  might  have  seen  that,  as  Augusta 
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raised  the  wine  to  her  lips,  she  grasped  the  arm  of  the  chair,  as  if  sus- 
taining herself  against  some  strong  emotion. 

'*  Some  more  wine,  love?''  and  Jones  was  about  to  fill. 

"  No  more — not  a  drop,  Mr.  Jones ;  "  and  Augusta  became  pale  and 
trembled  slightly. 

'*  You  are  not  well,  my  angel?  "  observed  Jones,  very  innocently. 

*'  I  was  better  this  morning,  at  least  I  thought  so — but  I  am  not  so 
unwell  as  I  was  a  short  time  since." 

"  And  yet  you  would  have  gone  on !  Why  you  see  how  wise  it  was  in 
me  not  to  have  ventured  any  further !  " 

"  It  is  impossible,  Mr.  Jones,  to  dispute  your  discretion." 

'*  Whereas,  to-morrow,  as  I  siud — ^to-morrow,  my  charming  girl — ^at  six 
to-morrow "  and  Jones  looked  in  the  frozen  eyes  of  Augusta. 

**  Six — ^to-morrow,"  echoed  the  maiden. 

"  When  the  lark  is  singing  his  song  in  heaven — ^when  the  glory  of  the 
sun — ^the  balmineRs  of  the  morning — ^the " 

'*  Ha !  "  shrieked  Augusta,  as  she  heard  sudden  footsteps  in  the  paa- 
sage,  and  ran  to  the  door :  ere  she  reached  it,  it  was  opened,  and  Augusta 
had  thrown  her  arms  about  the  neck  of  a  middle-aged  gentleman,  and  was 
sobbing  *'  Papa — ^papa  I  dear  papa !  " 

'*  Caught  ye,  eh  ?    Caught  ye !  "  exclaimed  Mr.  Blushlv. 

'*  I  'm  so  glad — ^I  '11  go  home— <Lirectly,  papa— directly ! "  said  the 
girl,  with  evident  delight 

'*  Augusta!"  cried  Ensign  Jones,  with  no  less  astonishment  at  the 
fickleness  of  his  mistress. 

"  Oh,  papa !  I  see  I  have  been  wrong — very  wrong — pray  forgive  me ! 
And,  Mr.  Jones " 

*'  Augus — ^madam !  "  answered  the  lover. 

*'  You  have,  by  your  eloquent  discourse,  quite  convinced  me  that  you 
and  I  have  journeyed  &r  enough  as  fellow-travelers,  and  that  it  would 
be  very  irksome  indeed,  at  least  to  one  of  us,  to  venture  any  further." 

So  saying.  Miss  Blushly  presented  to  Ensign  Jones,  as  tokens  of  re- 
membrance, a  most  elaborate  courtesy,  and  a  look  of  arch  contempt, 
enough,  in  our  opinion,  to  have  leveled  a  constable. 

Miss  Blushly  was  handed  by  her  happy  &ther  into  the  carriage,  and 
driven  to  another  inn — Jones  being  lef^  a  doomed  bachelor  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  existence. 

"  She  was  a  beautiful  girl — ^had  money,  too — amiable  and  all,  Jones 
would  say,  in  after-life;  ''and  yet,  who  knows  how  things  might  have 
turned  out,  had  I  ventured  much  further  ?  " 


OHAPTEB  III. 


In  the  course  of  years,  and  by  means  of  purchase,  Ensign  Jones 
ripened  into  a  Lieutenant  He  had,  on  the  outset  of  his  career,  bounded 
his  ambition  by  a  colonelcy ;  he  had,  however,  advanced  only  a  second 
step  toward  the  dignity,  when,  at  the  age  of  fbrty,  he  felt  that  he  had 
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gone  far  enougb ;  and  his  uncle  dying,  and  bequeathing  him  house  and 
lands,  our  hero  sheathed  his  sword,  and  became  a  simple  country  gentle- 
man. Leaving  others  to  look  for  laurels,  he  would  employ  his  eneipes 
in  the  cultivation  of  potatoes.  Ami  then  the  improvements  he  would 
effect  in  the  old-fashioned  mansion,  in  the  much-neglected  grounds ;  and, 
as  in  the  beginning  of  everything,  Jones  always  addressed  himself  to  the 
highest  authority  on  the  subject,  so,  on  taking  possesaon  of  his  new  prop- 
erty, and  meditating  on  the  miraculous  changes  to  be  wrought  in  it,  he 
called  about  him,  and  at  the  same  time,  twenty  writers  on  draining,  build- 
ing, grafting,  the  growth  of  pines  and  the  breeding  of  cattle.  Were  a 
pig-sty  to  be  erected,  Jones  would  first  consult  Yitruvious. 

"  Well,  Mattocks," — ^thus  spoke  Jones  to  his  steward,  after  two  months' 
sojourn  on  his  new  property — '*  I  am  afraid.  Mattocks,  that  the  people 
about  here  are  no  better  than  they  should  be." 

"'T  would  be  very  difficult  for  some  of  us  to  live  with  'em  if  they 
were,"  answered  the  steward,  who  had  already  sounded  the  character  of 
his  master. 

**  But  I  understand,  Mattocks — indeed,  I  am  sure  of  it — ^that  there  are 
poachers — ^poachers  in  the  place,"  cried  Jones.  ''  They  've  been  greatly 
encouraged,  I  fear  ?  Now,  who  's  to  blame,  eh  ?  TeU  me,  whose  fault 
is  it?" 

'*  Why,  sir,  if  I  must  speak  out,  I  think  all  the  fault  lies  with  the 
pheasants.     Your  uncle,  sir" 

''  My  uncle  was  a  very  excellent  man.  Mattocks;  but  he  was  too  easy 
with  all  the  world.  My  uncle,  good  man  !  he  'd  not  only  have  stood  and 
bowed  to  a  footpad,  but  would  have  thanked  the  thief  for  robbing  him." 

'*  He  was,  to  be  sure,  a  generous  gentleman,"  said  the  steward. 

"  I  like  generosity,  Mr.  Mattocks;  but  I  am  also  an  admirer  of  perse- 
verance and  firmness.  I  can  give  away,  I  trust,  with  a  grace ;  but  I — ^I 
can 't  be  robbed.  So  listen ;  tell  the  keeper  to  arm  half-i^osen  men,'  and 
let  them  all  night  keep  watch  in  the  preserves." 

**  Armed  men,  sir !  Guns !  Why,  there  never  was  such  a  thing  heard 
qf  in  the  village,"  cried  the  steward. 

**  I  'm  sorry  for  it — ^very  sorry  that  all  the  conveniences  of  life  have  not 
been  better  considered.  And,  Mr.  Mattocks,  I  can 't  have  my  orchard  a  land 
of  promise  for  all  the  boys  in  the  country.  Your  boys  about  here  are,  I 
am  afraid,  very  licentious." 

*'  Very  fond  of  apples,  sir,"  replied  Mr.  Mattocks. 

''  You  '11  immediately  get  a  dozen  traps  for  the  orchard  and  gardens," 
ordered  Jones,  looking  sternly. 

"  Traps  !  "  Now,  really,  sir,  you  '11  pardon  me,  but  you  'd  better  chain 
a  live  grifl&n  to  every  apple-tree  than — traps  I  I  do  n't  think  there 's  one 
in  the  county." 

**  I  thought  not,  Mr.  Mattocks — ^I  thought  not;  that's  why  the  gaol's 
so  full.  I  thought  not ;  that 's  why  the  county  gaol 's  to  be  enlarged. 
You  will,  however,  see  my  orders  done.  And,  Mr.  Mattocks,  I  '11  not 
have  my  ponds  fished  in.  Yesterday  I  ran  after  a  boy  whom  I  caught 
angling  for  trout.     I  wish  I  had  caught  the  young  rascal,"  said  Jones. 
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*'  I  know  tbe  boy,  sir ;  he  came  back  in  the  evening ;  and — ^for  I  had 
Been  you  after  him  in  the  morning — and  then  I  seiiied  him,"  said  the 
steward. 

*'  Very  right — ^very  right,  Mr.  Mattocks.  It  is  these  little  pllferings 
that  are  the  beginning  of  burglaries  and  murder.  You  took  away  the 
tackle  from  the  offender,  I  trust?  " 

*'  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  boy's  tackle,  willow  switch,  thread,  crooked  pin,  and 
everything,"  replied  Mr.  Mattocks,  with  a  sly  look  at  Jones,  who  coughed, 
affecting  not  to  hear  a  description  of  the  spoil. 

And  thus  Jones,  to  the  bewilderment  of  the  neighborhood,  began  to 
display  that  energy,  that  perseverance,  to  him  so  essential  to  the  perfect 
man.  Men — ^foreigners,  as  they  were  termed  by  the  dwellers  on  the  soil 
— ^were  hired  from  a  distance,  and,  armed  to  the  jaws,  watched  in  the 
preserves.  Painted  notices  of  traps  and  spring-guns  stood  menacingly  in 
the  forbidden  orchards ;  three  mastiffs  of  spotless  breed,  were  entrusted 
'with  the  guard  of  certain  tenements ;  and  Home-pickle  Hall,  the  late 
abode  of  peace,  seemed  turned  into  a  fortress  to  overawe  the  surrounding 
country.  The  cage,  that  either  the  morals  of  the  people  or  the  neglect  of 
the  magistracy  had  suffered  to  become  a  ruin,  was  surveyed,  and  its  con- 
dition reported  to  'Squire  Jones,  who,  as  it  was  compkined,  with  more 
public  spirit  than  benevolence,  had  resolved  to  repair  it  at  his  own 
cost;  and  a  confidential  retainer  had,  it  was  said,  heard  the  landlord, 
in  an  unguarded  social  hour,  promise  a  new  coat  of  paint  to  the  unused 
stocks. 

All  these  improvements,  all  this  energy  on  the  part  of  Jones,  as  may 
be  supposed,  did  not  pass  without  a  significant  acknowledgment  from  the 

Ole.  The  stranger  who  would  learn  the  last  resting-place  of  the  new 
lord's  uncle,  had  only  to  watch  the  deportment  of  the  villagers  on 
meeting  Jones  coming  to  or  returning  from  church.  They  looked  with  a 
blank  stare  in  the  face  of  Jones,  and  then  turning  from  him,  made  a  pro- 
found reverence  to  the  monument  of  the  dead.  This  went  to  the  heart  of 
Jones,  who,  really  wishing  the  good  will  of  all  men,  and  even  ignorant 
of  the  causes  that  withheld  it  from  him,  was,  from  a  weakness  in  his  char- 
acter, hated  as  a  despot. 

Two  or  three  weeks  only  had  elapsed  since  the  above  scene  with  Jones 
and  his  steward,  when  the  landlord,  taking  a  solitary  ride  down  the  green 
lane,  was  roused  from  a  deep  study  by  the  voice  of  a  woman. 

**  That 's  he— there  he  rides  I  0  !  that  there  was  a  pit  under  his  horse's 
hoo& !  "  cried  tbe  woman,  pointing  out  Jones  to  a  little  ragged  boy  sham- 
bling by  her  side.     **  That 's  the  blood-shedder !  " 

*'My  good  woman,"  said  Jones,  pulling  up  his  horse,  ''are  you 
mad?" 

The  woman  paused,  turned  round  upon  Jones,  ground  her  teeth,  and 
with  a  look  of  hate,  raised  h,er  clenched  hand  to  the  sky.  She  then, 
without  a  word,  strode  onward. 

*•  My  good  woman — ^I  say — ^my  little  boy,  teM  me  what 's  the  matter  ?  " 
and  Jones  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  frightened  urchin,  who  looked  pite- 
ously  after  his  mother.     *'  Do  n't  be  afiraid — ^what  's  the  matter?  " 
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"  Father 's  veiy  bad,"  said  the  little  fellow. 

•'Very  bad?    What  is  he,  eh  ?  " 

'*He  goes  ont — he  eoes  oat  to  work  of  nights;  and  he  crawled  home 
last  night  all  over  blocd ; "  and  the  child  began  to  whimper. 

"  ML  over  blood  !  Why,  do  n't  be  afraid,  and  tell  me  all ;  and  look — 
here  it  is — ^I  '11  give  you  this  guinea.  Your  father  came  home  all  over 
blood  ?    Where  did  he  get  hurt  ?  "  asked  Jones. 

'*  Do  n't  you  say  I  told  you,"  said  the  child,  his  eyes  glittering  at  the 
gainea ;  ''  but  he  was  in  'Squire  Jones'  sround." 

*'  And  what 's  your  name? "  demanaed  Jones,  feeling  hunself  an  ac- 
cused culprit.     *'  What 's  your  name  ?  " 

*'  Jemmy  Atkins,"  said  the  boy. 

*'  Take  that  to  your  mother,"  cried  Jones,  and  flinging  the  boy  the 

giinea,  our  landlord  turned  his  horse  round  and  galloped  back  to  the 
alL    "  Well,  Mr.  Mattocks  " 

*'  Yes,  sir,"  observed  the  steward,  at  the  door^  as  the  'Squire  dismounted. 

'*  In  my  study,  Mr.  Mattocks."  The  steward  followed  his  master,  who 
looked  pale,  and  trembled  as  he  tried  to  speak. 

'*  What  has  happened,  sir?  "  asked  the  steward  anxiously. 

**  Murder  has  happened,  sir  I  Do  you  know  a  man  named  Atkins? 
That  man  was  wounded  in  my  grounds  last  night." 

*'  I  heard  there  had  been  a  scuffle,  sir,"  said  Mattocks. 

"A  scuffle,  sir?  And  do  you  suppose,  nr,  that  I  will  have  blood 
shed  ?    What  do  you  take  me  for,  Mr.  Mattockis?" 

"  Really,  sir — ^I — permit  me,  with  deference,  sir,  to  ask  you  two 
questions?" 

"  Gk)  on,  sb — ^go  on;  twenty — ^but  go  on,"  said  Jones,  scarcely  sap- 
pressing  his  wrath. 

"  Did  you  not  give  orders  that  men  should  patrol  the  preserves?"  asked 
Mattocks. 

"  I  did,  sir,"  said  Jone& 

"  And  did  you  not  order  the  men  to  be  armed  ?  "  asked  Mattocks. 

"  Oranted,"  said  Jones. 

'*  Well,  sir !  "  cried  Mattocks,  '*  am  I  to  blame  ?  " 

"  Certainly — ^most  certainly.  I  own  I  ordered  the  men  to  be  stationed 
there — ^I  ordered  them  to  be  armed ;  but,  sir,  I  did.  n't  order  them  to  use 
their  arms.  I  thought,  naturally  enough,  every  reasonable  person  would 
have  thought  so,  that  putting  weapons  into  their  hands  would  be  going 
quite  &r  enough." 

"  I  do  n't  believe,  by  what  I  have  heard,  that  the  mischief  is  veiy 
great,"  said  the  steward. 

"  I  hope  not — ^I  hope  not  See — ^but  don't  let  it  be  known — that  the 
man 's  attended  to ;  and,  hark  ye,  Mr.  Mattocks,  let  the  keeper  discharge 
all  his  followers." 

"  And  ar'  n't  the  man-traps  to  be  kept  set,  sur  ?  " 

*'  Kept  set ! "  ezdaimed  Jones,  in  astonishment.  "  What  I  have  they 
been  set  at  all?  " 

"  Carefully  set,  sur,"  answered  the  steward. 
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"  Mr.  Mattocks,  I  '11  have  no  such  doings  on  my  estate,  sir.  It 's  all 
very  well  that  the  boards  should  remain  ;  but  on  second  thoughts,  I  think 
that  going  quite  &r  enough." 

"  And  then  the  mastiffii,  sir  ?  " 

"  They  can 't  bite — and  they  may  frighten  trespassers,"  said  Jones. 

"  Can 't  bite,  sir!  "  ezdaimed  the  astonished  steward.  *'  Why  not, 
sir?" 

"Why  not?  Because,  of  course,  you  muzzled  them.  The  look  of 
the  dogs  will  be  found  quite  sufficient — ^yes,  that  will  be  going  quite  far 
enough." 

But  the  mischief  was  done  ;  and  Jones,  despite  his  pacific  intentions, 
had  forever  forfeited  the  confidence  of  his  dependents.  He  took  refuse 
in  Parliament  from  the  weariness  of  rustic  life,  and,  to  his  own  astonish- 
ment, distinguished  himself  as  a  very  eloquent  member.  At  a  dissolution 
he  again  presented  hunself  to  his  constituents,  who,  with  little  ceremony, 
rejected  him. 

The  disappointment  was  too  much  for  Jones ;  he  was  wortally  wounded 
by  the  ingratitude  of  man.  He  pined  and  pined,  and  died  a  rejected 
member. 

"  Ha,  Doctor  I "  he  would  say,  "  I  do  n't  know  who  would  serve  his 
country.  You  see  how  I  have  been  treated  !  Rejected  for — ^but  no  mat- 
ter. And  yet  I  should  like  to  know  what  complaint  they  could  have 
against  me." 

"  Why,  I — I  have  heard,  'Squire,  that  they  charge  you  with  inoon- 
sistenqy." 

"  Inconsistency  ?  "  cried  Jones. 

"  Yes,  on  the — ^the Bill,  said  the  doctor. 

"  Why,  I  spoke  and  voted  for  it  on  the  first  reading,  did  n't  I  ?  " 

"You  did. '^ 

"  And  on  the  second?  " 

"  Assuredly ;  but  then  you  spoke  and  voted  against  it  on  the  third." 

"  I  confess  it ;  for,"  exclaimed  the  dying  patriot,  "  I  thought  I  had  gone 
quite  far  enough." 

Jones  was  never  married,  yet  have  we  heard  it  stoutly  maintained  that 
he  has  had  sons  and  grandsons  in  all  parliaments  downwards. 


^—**  Look  how  the  floor  of  heaven 
Is  thick  inlaid  with-patines  of  bright  gold ; 
There 's  not  the  smallest  star  which  thou  behold'st. 
Bat  in  his  motion  like  an  angel  sings, 
Still  quiring  to  the  young-eyed  chembims : 
Such  harmony  is  in  immortal  seals ; 
Bat,  whilst  this  maddy  Tostore  of  decay 
Doth  grossly  dose  it  in,  we  cannot  hear  it." 
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"  Tn  that  tjm«,  throggh  good  Gemetiy, 

Thyi  onest  craft  of  good  Maronry 

Wes  ordeynt  and  mad«  yn  thys  maoore, 

Ycownterfetyd  of  thys  derkys  y  fere; 

At  tb«M  lordys  prayers  they  eownterfetyd  Oemetcy, 

And  saf  hyt  the  name  of  Haeonry — 

Far  ue  most  oneste  craft  of  alle."— ilneieii4  Muonie  MS. 

m 

"  Laws  conyenient,  proper,  and  effectire,  at  the  time  in  wlxich  ih^  were  made,  hare  been 
altered  to  accord  with  the  altered  cireumstancee  of  Freemaeonry,  and  tibe  extension  of  the  lodges 
and  locality  of  the  fkatemlty.  Saoh  alterations  most,  howftrer,  be  made  In  FreemascmxT  in  ae- 
cordance  ^th  the  landmarks  of  the  Order,  which  in  this,  as  in  all  other  eases,  most  be  kept 
holy  and  inriolate.— jFV^tfmosoiu^  Quarterly  Review^  IMS. 

In  my  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Aboyne,  P.  G.  M.  for  the  counties  of  North- 
ampton and  Huntingdon,  on  the  Johannite  Masonry,  I  threw  out  a  hint 
that,  on  acoonnt  of  the  altered  state  of  society,  since  our  present  Lodge 
Lectures  were  framed  by  the  Lodge  of  Reconciliation,  and  enjoined  by 
authority,  in  1814,  a  new  revision  was  become  necessary,  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  an  improved  mode  of  thought  arising  out  of  the  many 
extraordinary  and  unexpected  sources  of  information  which  have  been 
thrown  open  to  the  Fraternity,  by  the  rapid  strides  that  science  is  making 
at  the  present  period,  and  the  many  new  vehicles  for  the  propagation  of 
knowledge  which  have  become  accessible  by  means  of  literary  and  philo- 
sophical societies,  reading  rooms,^  mechanics'  institutes,  and  the  exertions 
of  itinerant  lecturers,  to  fiuniliarize  the  most  abstruse  scientific  and  philo- 
sophical subjects  to  the  capacities  of  all  classes  of  mankind,  which  unite 
their  aid  to  enlighten  the  understanding,  and  improve  the  morals  of  the 
present  generation. 

Since  the  publication  of  these  letters,  I  have  given  my  undivided  atten- 
tion to  that  particular  subject,  and  am  now  fully  convinced  that  such  a 
revision  would  be  attended  with  essential  benefits  to  the  Order.  The 
Masonic  experience  which  I  acquured,  during  my  occupation  of  the  chair 
of  a  private  Lodge,  for  eleven  years  in  the  whole,  succeeded  by  the  sole 
management  of  a  large  and  populous  Province  for  nearly  the  same  length 
of  time,  enables  me  to  speak  with  some  degree  of  confidence  on  all  subjects 
connected  with  the  detiuls,  as  well  as  the  general  principles,  of  the  Order. 
And  having  observed,  with  feeling  of  sorrow  and  regret,  its  sensible  de- 
cline in  my  own  Province,  since  the  period  of  my  decadence  from  that 
high  office.,  a  few  remarks  on  the  above  subjects  may  neither  be  unaccepta- 
ble nor  inappropriate. 

Some  years  ago,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  issued  a  paper  of  Queries 
to  every  private  Lodge  under  its  jurisdiction,  that  the  general  opinion  of 
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the  Graft  might  be  collected  "as  to  the  best  means  of  improving  the 
Ordep'of  Freemasoniy."  Amongst  these  queries  we  find  the  following : 
**  Is  the  Order  improving  or  declining?  If  declining,  to  what  cause  do 
you  attribute  its  decay  ?  What  is  the  prevailing  opinion,  among  persons 
not  of  the  Order,  .respecting  Masonry  ?  Is  Masoniy  reputable  or  disrepu- 
table in  your  neighborhood  ?  What  measures  would  you  recommend  for 
improving  the  condition  of  the  Order  ?  " 

If  some  such  course  were  adopted  by  other  Orand  Lodges,  it  might  lead 
to  a  very  useful  result ;  for  we  frequently  hear  the  inquiry  repeated  by 
the  non-masonic  world,  in  the  present  stirring  times,  and  whilst  science 
has  been  so  rapidly  on  the  advance,  what  has  Freemasonry  accomplbhed  ? 
This  is  a  question  which  every  right-minded  brother  would  rejoice,  for  the 
credit  of  the  Order,  to  see  triumphantly  answered,  by  a  detail  of  the 
advantages  which  mankind  have  derived  from  its  successful  exertions,  or 
the  happy  application  of  its  principles  to  the  general  benefit  of  society. 

Now  it  is  well  known  that  the  operation  of  Freemasonry  is  confined,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  morals ;  although  it  is  not  without  just  claim  to  some 
degree  of  merit  as  a  teacher  of  sQience.  And  if  we  trace  its  progress  for 
the  last  thirty  yeats,  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  where  it  flourishes,  we 
shall  find  it  fiurly  entitled  to  its  share  in  the  polite  literature  of  the  day, 
sanctioned  by  Orand  Lodges,  and  patronized  by  wise  and  benevolent 
Grand  Masters.  These  writings  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  gen- 
eral amelioration  of  the  morals,  and  improvement  in  the  tastes  and  manners 
of  men,  which  distinguish  the  nineteenth  century  of  Christianity. 

The  system  of  Freemasonry  at  the  present  day  is  marked  by  an  adher- 
ence to  the  good  old  custom,  so  strongly  recommended  and  assiduously 
practiced  by  the  Masonic  worthies  of  the  last  century,  and  imitated  by 
many  other  public  bodies  of  men,  of  assembling  the  brethren  of  a 
Province  annually  under  their  own  banner,  and  marching  in  solemn  pro- 
cession to  the  house  of  God,  to  offer  up  their  thanksgivings  in  the  public 
congregation  for  the  blessings  of  the  preceding  years ;  to  pray  for  mercies 
in  prospect,  and  to  hear  from  the  pulpit  a  disquisition  on  the  moral  and 
religious  purposes  of  the  Order.  It  is  to  this  custom  that  we  are  indebted 
for  those  invaluable  treasures  of  Masonic  literature  that  are  exhibited  in 
the  printed  discourses  of  our  clerical  brethren.  As  for  instance,  those  of 
our  Kev.  brothers  Harris  and  Town,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
many  other  talented  and  pious  brethren,  in  England  and  elsewhere,  whose 
names  it  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate. 

This  custom  is  sufficient  of  itself  to  insure  the  popularity  of  the  Order, 
and  create  a  respect  for  its  holy  principles  in  the  public  mind.    I  much 
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regret  that  a  practice  so.  oonsoitaiit  with  the  original  design  of  Masonry, 
should  have  been  discontinued  in  mj  own  Province,  and  exchanged  for 
other  public  observances,  which,  though  they  may  be  innocent,  are  a  novei 
introduction ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  an  application  of  divine  Masonry  to 
purposes  that  were  never  contemplated  in  its  original  institution.  Thb 
hint  may  not  be  without  its  use  in  other  localities ;  and  if  the  one  must 
needs  be  done,  let  not  the  other  be  omitted. 

The  above  custom  would  also  be  a  means  of  promoting  and  enoouraging 
that  great  attribute  of  the  Order — ^bquautt.  But  lest  this  principle 
should  be  confounded  with  the  communism  and  fraternization  which  have 
worked  such  irreparable  mischief  in  other  countries,  it  may  be  useful  shortly 
to  explain  its  design  and  reference,  as  used  by  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason.  The  system  of  equality  observed  in  a  Mason's  Lodge,  teaches 
the  doctrine  of  mutual  wants  and  mutual  assistance,  and  destroys  tiie  un- 
social vice  of  pride/  by  the  operations  of  which  one  man  is  induced  to 
despise  his  brother,  as  though  he  was  not  formed  of  the  same  clay  as  him- 
self, although  he  may  be  greatly  his  superior,  both  in  talent,  virtue  and 
usefulness.  Freemasonry  is  essentially  democratic  in  its  construction,  and 
strikes  at  the  root  of  this  pernicious  vice,  which  wrought  the  destruction  of 
Nimrod  and  Nebuchadnezzar,  Bali  of  Hindoostan,  and  Shedad  of  the 
Paradise  of  India,  by  laying  it  down  as  an  axiom  that  '*  we  are  all  equal 
by  our  creation,  but  much  more  so  by  the  strength  of  our  obligation ; " 
and  that  '*  we  meet  on  the  level  and  part  on  the  square." 

Now,  according  to  the  doctrines  of.  the  Order,  the  level  demonstrates 
that  we  are  descended  from  the  same  stock,  partake  of  the  same  nature, 
and  share  the  same  hope  ;  and  that  though  distinctionsi  among  men  are 
necessary  to  preserve  subordination,  yet  no  eminence  of  station  can  make 
us  forget  that  we  are  brethren,  and  that  he  who  is  placed  on  the  lowest 
spoke  of  fortune's  wheel  may  be  entiUed  to  our  regard ;  because  the  time 
wUl  come,  and  the  wisest  know  not  how  soon,  when  all  distinctions,  except 
that  of  goodness,  shall  cease ;  and  deatii,  the  grand  leveller  of  human 
greatness,  reduce  us  to  the  same  state. 

The  Lodge  lectures  are  copious  in  carrying  out  this  principle,  that  Uiere 
may  exist  no  possibility  of  misunderstanding  it  They  instruct  us  that  in 
the  Lodge  a  king  is  reminded,  that  though  a  crown  may  adorn  his  head 
and  a  sceptre  his  hand,  the  blood  in  his  veins  is  derived  from  our  common 
parent,  and  is  no  better  than  that  of  his  meanest  subject.  The  statesman, 
the  senator,  and  the  artist,  are  there  taught  that,  equally  with  others,  they 
are  exposed  by  nature  to  infir^iity  and  disease ;  that  unforeseen  misfor- 
tunes may  impair  their  faculties,  and  reduce  them  to  a  level  with  the 
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meanest  of  their  speoies.  Thb  oheoks  pride,  and  incites  courtesy  of  be- 
havior. Men  of  inferior  talents,  or  who  are  not  pkoed  by  fbrtane  in  such 
exalted  stations,  are  also  instructed  in  the  Lodge  to  regard  their  superiors 
with  peculiar  esteem,  when  they  discover  them  voluntarily  divested  of  the 
trappings  of  external  grandeur,  and  condescending,  in  the  badge  of  inno- 
cence and  bond  of  fiiendship,  to  trace  wisdom  and  to  follow  virtue,  assisted 
by  those  who  are  of  a  rank  beneath  them«  Virtue  is  true  nobility,  and 
Wisdom  is  the  channel  by  which  virtue  is  directed  and  conveyed ;  wisdom 
and  virtue  only  mark  distinctions  among  Masons. 

Nothing  can  more  vigorously  contribute  to  the  banishment  of  pride  from 
a  Mason's  Lodge  than  such  disquisitions.  But  to  prevent  the  benignant 
principle  of  equality  from  being  prostituted  to  unworthy  purposes,  and 
used  as  a  vehicle  for  any  improper  assumption  of  character,  the  Ancient 
Charges  provide  that  in  the  Lodge  the  brethren  are  to  pay  due  reverence 
to  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Fellows ;  and  out  of  the  Lodge  they  are 
directed  to  salute  one  another  in  a  courteous  manner,  calling  each  other 
brother,  freely  giving  mutual  instruction  as  may  be  thought  expedient, 
without  being  overseen  or  overheard,  and  without  encroaching  upon  each 
other,  or  derogating  from  that  respect  which  is  due  to  any  brother,  were 
he  not  a  Mason ;  for  though  all  Mailbns  are,  as  brethren,  upon  the  same 
level,  yet  Masonry  takes  no  honor  from  a  man  that  he  had  before ;  nay, 
rather  it  adds  to  his  honor,  especiaUy  if  he  had  deserved  well  of  the  broth* 
erhood,  who  must  give  honor  to  whom  it  is  due. 

Afi  a  vice,  nothing  is  more  intolerable  or  more  debaidng  than  pride ;  by 
which  I  mean  that  exclusive  feeling  which  elevates  one  member  of  society, 
in  his  own  opinion,  to  an  imaginary  distinction  above  another  of  the  same 
rank,  and  perhaps  superior  endowments.  For  this  reason  it  is  fbrmally 
repudiated  in  the  system  of  Freemasonry.  Our  Orand  Master,  King 
Solomon,  was  more  urgent  in  his  condemnation  of  this  vice  than  on  any 
other  subject.  He  deckres  his  hatred  of  '^pride  and  arrogancy,  and  a 
froward  mouth  ;"^  and  for  this  reason,  because  it  produces  contention,' 
brings  a  man  to  shame,'  and  certain  destruction.^  Indeed,  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  this  vice  is  unequivocally  prohibited  as  the 
bitter  parent  of  aU  evil.  Pride  was  not  made  for  man.  Our  blessed 
Saviour  classes  it  with  adultery,  fornication,  murder,  theft,  covetousness, 
deceit,  blasphemy,  and  foolishness.^  And  St.  Paul  adds,  that  "  he  who 
is  lifted  up  with  pride  falls  into  the  condemnation  of  the  devil."  ^ 

In  a  word,  of  all  the  evils  which  have  been  introduced  by  the  wicked 

1  ProT.  TiU.  18.  *  ProT.  zi.  2.  «  Mtrk  tU.  21, 22. 

>  lb.  ziU.  10.  «  lb.  XTi.  18.  "1  Tim.  tti.  6. 
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spiriti  as  the  corse  of  man  in  his  civil  and  social  state,  pride  is  the  most 
pemicioos.  Every  single  vice  is  bad,  but  pride  is  the  consummation  of 
them  all.  And  hence  Freemasonry,  that  benevolent  and  truly  amiaUe 
soiencei  has  most  unceremoniously  banished  it  from  the  Lodge,  and  song 
its  requium ;  for  it  is  a  moral  leprosy,  by  which  the  soul  is  spotted  and 
defiled,  and  filled  with  *'  wounds,  and  bruises,  and  putrifying  sores." 
Even  the  heathen,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  benignant  principles  of  true 
religion,  believed  its  existence  to  be  hostile  to  the  peace  and  comfort  of 
society.  Tacitus  says,  Multos  qui  conflictari  adversis  videantor,  beatos ; 
ac  plerosque,  quanquam  magnes  per  opes,  miserrimos;  si  ill!  gravem 
fortunam  constanter  tolerent,  hi  prospera  inconsult^  utantur.  And  the 
ethnic  poet,  Horace,  promulgated  the  same  dootri]|e,  when  he  said, 

Non  possidentem  malta  vocareris 
Rectd  beatam.    Rectins  occapat 
Nomen  beati,  qui  deoram 
Mnneribas  sapienter  nti, 
Duramquo  callet  paaperiem  pad. 

Dr.  Doune  illustrates  this  vice  by  these  judicious  reflections,  which  are 
worth  preserving.  **  Death  comes  equally  to  us  all,  and  makes  all  equal 
when  it  comes.  The  ashes  of  an  oak  in  a  chimney  are  no  epitaph  of  that 
oak,  to  tell  me  how  high  or  how  large  it  was ;  it  tells  me  not  what  flocks 
it  sheltered  while  it  stood,  nor  what  men  it  hurt  when  it  fell  The  dust  of 
great  persons'  graves  is  speechless,  too ;  it  says  nothing,  it  distinguishes 
nothing.  As  soon  the  dust  of  a  wretch,  whom  thou  wouldst  not,  as  of 
a  prince,  whom  thou  couldst  not,  look  upon,  will  trouble  thine  eyes  if  the 
wind  blow  it  thither ;  and  when  a  whirlwind  hath  blown  the  dust  of  tikd 
church-yard  into  the  church,  and  the  man  sweeps  out  the  dust  of  the  church 
into  the  church-yard,  who  will  undertake  to  sift  those  dusts  again,  and  to 
pronounce — ^this  is  the  patrician,  this  is  the  noble  flower ;  and  this  is  the 
yeoman,  this  is  the  plebeian  4)ran?" 

I  have  been  rather  diffuse  upon  this  unmanly  vice,  because  it  is  so  posi- 
tively prohibited  in  a  Mason's  Lodge ;  and  I  think  also  that  if  the  teach- 
ings of  Freemasonry,  on  this  particular  point,  were  carried  out  in  practice 
amongst  mankind,  it  would  strengthen  the  bond  of  union  which  cements 
man  to  his  fellow,  and  thus  become  of  the  most  essential  service  to  society 
in  general. 

[concluded  IK  NEXT  NUMBER.] 
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Many  judicious  Brethren  regard  with  anxiety,  mingled  with  serious 
apprehensions,  the  present  popularity  of  the  Order  and  the  consequent 
rapid  increase  of  members  in  the  Lodges.  They  cannot  forget  that  it  was 
mainly  to  this  cause,  added  to  a  want  of  proper  care  in  the  selection  of 
candidates,  that  our  Brethren,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  were  indebted 
for  the  persecution  which  for  ten  years  swept  over  the  country  like  a  tor- 
nado, prostrating  the  Lodges,  and  scattering  their  members  to  the  four 
winds  of  heaven, — many  of  them  so  far  indeed,  that  to  the  credit  of  the 
Institution  and  the  relief  of  their  Brethren,  they  were  never  able  to  find 
their  way  back  again.  ^  ^A.nd  although  such  might,  and  doubtless  would,  be 
the  result  of  another  similar  outbreak,  and  however  desirable  some  such 
purifying  process  may  be,  the  recollections  of  the  past  are  not  sufficiently 
agreeable  to  induce  a  wish  for  a  repetition  of  it.  Nor  do  we  fear  any 
such  result,  even  though  it  should  be  true  that  like  causes  are  in  opera- 
tion.  The  state  of  society,  and  the  common  sentiment  of  the  people  in 
relation  to  such  subjects,  have  undergone  radical  changes  since  the  period 
referred  to,  and  the  politicians  of  the  present  day  would  find  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  re-enact  the  tragic  scenes  of  1880,  should  they  attempt  it.  Our 
danger  lies  in  another  direction.  Whatever  of  difficulty  may  be  in  reserve 
for  us  as  a  Fraternity,  is  to  emanate  from  among  ourselves,  and  as  the 
natural  result  of  gross  negligence  of  duty.  If  the  doors  of  our  Lodges 
are  to  be  thrown  open  to  the  indiscriminate  admission  of  all  persons  who 
may  apply  for  initiation,  no  power  on  earth  can  save  the  Institution  from 
degradation,  and  preserve  it  from  those  internal  dissensions  knd  strifes 
which,  as  an  unavoidable  and  natural  consequence,  would  deprive  it  of 
the  presence  and  support  of  those  whose  connection  with  it  is  no  less 
essential  to  its  rank  among  kindred  societies,  than  promotive  of  its  useful- 
ness. This  is  the  true  source  of  our  danger,  and  the  consequences  we 
have  to  fear  and  guard  against.  We  do  not  believe  that  a  large  increase 
of  members  necessarily  implies  a  corresponding  increase  of  danger.  But 
we  do  believe,  that  in  a  time  of  such  unequalled  prosperity  as  the  present, 
there  is  more  danger  that  improper  persons  can  gain  admission,  than  in 
seasons  when  a  less  amount  of  work  is  done  by  the  Lodges ;  for  the  very 
plain  reason  that  the  members  in  the  former  case  are  overK^rowded  with 
business ;  while  in  the  latter,  ample  time  is  allowed  the  committees  to  make 
up  their  reports, — ^fewer  dispensations  are  asked  for,  and  the  work  is  bet- 
ter and  more  satis&ctorily  done.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  so. 
Pressure  of  business  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  make  any  difference  in 
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the  duties  of  the  Lodge,  as  it  is  no  jastification  for  the  neglect  of  them. 
In  matters  of  so  much  importance  to  the  whole  Fraternity  as  the  admis- 
sion of  new  memhers,  especially,  there  should  he  no  haste,  no  omission  oi 
any  of  the  forms,  no  over-riding  or  evasion  of  any  of  the  requirements  of 
the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge,  or  of  the  usages  of  the  Institution.  The  candi- 
date should  be  required  to  stand  the  full  probationary  term,  and  the  baUot 
should  not  then  be  taken,  under  any  circumstances,  except  on  the  report 
of  at  least  a  majority  of  the  committee.  AU  doubts  should  make  against 
the  candidate^  and  for  the  security  of  the  Lodge.  There  is  no  safety  in 
any  other  rule.  K  the  applicant  cannot  present  a  positive  character, 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  Lodge,  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted. 
Negative  qualities  are  no  recommendation,  and  cannot  be  received  as  any 
guaranty  of  fitness. 

Another  loose  practice  has  obtained  in  many  of  the  Lodges  in  some 
parts  of  the  country,  which  should  be  corrected  as  speedily  as  possible, 
for  nothing  but  evil  can  result  from  it,  namely,  the  rushing  of  candidates 
through  the  ceremonies  with  locomotive  speed.  The  accredited  rule  of 
Masonry  is,  that  the  candidate  shall  stand  at  least  one  calendar  month 
before  taking  a  superior  degree;  and  in  addition  to  this,  and  in  conformity 
also  to  ancient  practice,  he  is,  in  our  best  Lodges,  required  to  make,  and 
exhibit  in  open  Lodge,  a  certain  measure  of  proficiency  in  the  lecture  and 
essentials  of  the  preceding  degree,  before  advancement.  And  in  those 
Lodges  where  this  rule  is  in  force,  and  carried  out  in  the  fullest  extent, 
we  find  our  most  reliable,  intelligent  and  zealous  Brethren.  The  ceremo- 
nies and  lessons  being  better  understood,  their  teachings  and  beauties  are 
more  justly  appreciated — ^the  officers  of  the  Lodge  are  more  readily  obeyed, 
—order  is  more  easily  preserved, — ^the  members  are  harmonious  and 
happy,  and  the  Lodge  is  united  and  prosperous.  In  Lodges  of  this  charac- 
ter,— stimulated  to  duty  by  love  for  the  Order  and  a  proper  self-respect, — 
there  is  very  little  chance  for  improper  persons  to  gain  admisaon.  They 
are  not  very  likely  to  escape  the  scrutiny  of  a  committee  who  feel  the 
importance  of  the  duty  committed  to  them,  and  the  personal  responsi- 
bility which  necessarily  attaches  to  their  report — Freemasons*  Monthly 
Magazine^ 


^^-•■^•- 


**  Perhaps  equivocation  in  words  is  pardonable;  but  that  of  the  physi- 
ognomy is  unpardonable :  for  when  the  eyes,  those  last  retreats  of  truth, 
are  false,  the  whole  heart  is  corrupt,  and  perversity  incurable." 
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The  world  outside  of  the  Masonic  Order  generally  entertain  the  belief 
that  the  fraternal  element  is  strong  among  the  members  of  the  mystic  tie, 
— ^that  there  is  always  a  cordial  sociability,  if  not  something  more  sincere 
than  mere  companionship,  when  they  meet, — ^that  the  harmonial  chord  of 
brotherly  relation  unites  them  in  the  bonds  of  true  friendship ;  and  this 
belief  has,  without  doubt,  been  induced  by  the  warm  eulogies  of  the 
members  of  the  Fraternity,  in  their  exposition  of  the  principles  of  Ma- 
Boniy,  and  their  high  laudation  of  its  pure  and  benign  precepts  and 
teachings.  Truly  all  that  has  been  written  or  that  can  be  said  in  regard 
to  the  unfoldment  of  the  highest  and  holiest  feelings  of  our  afl^ional 
nature,  the  realization  of  true  brotherly  love,  would  be  no  exaggeration  if 
the  members  of  the  Fraternity  all  possessed  the  qualifications  of  heart 
and  mind  which  Masonry  requires — ^if  all  would  live  up  to  its  obligations 
and  teachings.  That  there  have  been  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  since  the 
foundation  of  our  Order,  some  who  have  exhibited  in  their  daily  life  and 
intercourse  with  their  B^ethren  those  fraternal  characteristics  of  true  sym- 
pathy, charity  and  brotherly  love,  the  records  of  the  past  concluiiively 
prove.  That  some  Freemasons  have  lived,  and  do  now  live,  up  to  the 
obligations  and  teachings  of  the  Order,  is  an  evidence  that  Masonry  does 
not  require  that  which  is  impracticable.  Why  is  it  then  that  aO.  who  have 
taken  the  obligations  of  Masonry,  who  have  knelt  at  the  same  altars,  re- 
ceived and  exchanged  the  fraternal  token,  and  embraced  in  fellowship, 
do  not  possess  those  generous  and  genuine  sympathies  for  their  Brethren 
of  the  mystic  tie  ?  Why  is  the  fraternal  element  not  developed  in  all 
Freemasons?  Why  are  not  all  Freemasons  brothers  indeed'^  It  needs 
not  our  declaration,  that  there  does  not  exist  among  Freemasons  generally 
a  warm  brotherly  attachment,  that  the  cement  is  not  very  binding,  that 
the  '*  bond  of  brothers  "  is  not  illustrated  in  sympathy,  charity,  and  fra- 
ternal association,  and  that  often  the  courtesies  and  civilities  due  from  man 
to  man  are  intermitted  in  social  intercourse.  These  are  truths,  which, 
however  much  regretted  by  all  true  Freemasons,  the  facts  render  too  potent 
to  be  ignored.  The  relation  of  these  truths,  however  unwelcome,  may 
have  a  beneficial  effect.  It  may  result  in  causing  the  members  of  the 
Fraternity  to  reflect  and  consider,  if  these  conditions,  antagonistic  to  Free- 
masonry, are  allowed  to  exist,  that  the  Temple  we  are  erecting  is  in  dan- 
ger, and  that  Masonry,  our  ancient  and  honorable  Order,  being  subjected 
to  their  constant  influence,  will  ere  long  cease  to  be  a  fraternal  brotherhood. 
To  prevent  so  dire  a  calamity,  to  cause  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  to 
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consider  the  true  intent  and  aim  of  Freemasonry,  to  reflect  npon  ihe  obli- 
gations they  have  taken,  and  to  induce  them  to  develop  more  folly  the 
fraternal  element,  is  our  object  in  writing  this  article.  Will  the  Brethren 
take  heed  ?  How  often  have  Brethren  remarked  to  us,  that  in  visiting 
Lodges  where  they  were  strangers,  they  were  permitted  to  sit  the  whole 
evening,  and  not  a  single  member  approached  them  with  a  kind  or  welcome 
greeting !  Such  unsociability, — such  a  want  of  courtesy  and  common 
civility, — is  unnatural  to  the  true  Masonic  relation.  Let  the  bare  states 
ment  be  sufficient,  and  let  each  endeavor  to  unfold  within  himself  and  his 
Masomc  Brethren  the  firatemal  element. — Mirror  and  Keystone. 


I>ROOB3B:i)rN"Q-S    Om   3VLA.SONTO   BOI>rKS. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island  held  its  Quarterly  CommUr 
nication  in  Masons'  Hall,  Providence,  on  the  28th  of  May,  every  subordi- 
nate Lodge  being  represented,  and  an  unusual  number  of  the  permanent 
members  present. 

The  M.  W.  GVand  Master,  Jervis  J.  Smith,  delivered  an  excellent 
address,  and  Bro.  W.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  read  the  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  Territory  was  recognized. 

Bro.  W.  Jason  Williams,  after  fourteen  years  of  service  as  Grand 
Treasurer,  declined  a  re-election,  whereupon  the  Grand  Lodge  presented 
him  with  a  vote  of  thanks  and  the  jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
elected  him  a  permanent  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Newport  was  decided  upon  as  the  place  to  celebrate  the  approaching 
anniversary  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  Bros.  Henry  F.  Smith,  of  Union 
Lodge  No.  10  ;  William  Butler,  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  9 ;  and  James 
H.  Armington,  of  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  2,  were  appointed  a  Committee 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  following  officers  were  duly  elected  and  installed  :  M.  W.  William 
Gray,  of  Newport,  G.  M. ;  R.  W.  Ariel  Ballon,  of  Woonsocket,  D.  G. 
M.,  and  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  of  Providence,  G.  Sec 


NEW  HAMPSHIBE. 

Grand  Lodge. — Officers  elected  June  12,  1860 :  A.  P.  Hughes,  G. 
M. ;  J.  C.  Hanson,  D.  G.  M. ;  Christopher  Whitney,  6.  S.  W. ;  R  N. 
Ross,  J.  G.  W. ;  John  Knowlton,  G.  Treas. ;  Horace  Chase,  G.  Sec. 
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MISSOUBI. 

Grand  Chaptbu— Officers  elected  May  23,  1860 :  J.  W.  Crane,  G. 
H.  P. ;  Samuel  Bussel,  D.  G.  H.  P. ;  James  Carr,  G.  K. ;  Geo.  B. 
Hunt,  G.  Scribe ;  John  D.  Daggett,  G.  Treas. ;  A.  O'SuUivan,  G.  Sec. ; 
Bev.  James  E.  Drake,  G.  Chap. ;  Sam.  M.  Hodges,  Capt.  of  H. ;  B.  F. 
Nebit,  B.  A.  C. ;  A.  O'Salliyan,  G.  Lecturer. 

Gbamd  CoBfMANDEBY  07  MissouBi.  —  This  ucw  Qnxid  Commandery 
was  formed  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Commanderies  in  the  State  on 
the  22nd  of  May  last,  and  its  officers  installed  by  Sir  A.  O'Sullivan,  as 
Proxy  for  Sur  B.  B.  French,  G.  M.  of  the  United  States,  after  forming 
a  Constitution  and  By-Laws. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Gband  Lodge. — Officers  elected  May  9,  1860 :  N.  Green  Curtis,  G. 
M. ;  P.  W.  Shephard,  D.  G.  M. ;  W.  C.  Betcher,  S.  G.  W.  ;  A.  Hay- 
wood, J.  G.  W. ;  Addison  Martin,  G.  Treas. ;  Alexander  G.  Abell,  G. 
Secretaiy. 

Gkand  Chaptkb.— Officers  elected  May  10, 1860 :  H.  H.  Hartley,  G. 
H.  P. ;  A.  Hollub,  D.  G.  H.  P. ;  J.  W.  Broknel,  G.  K. ;  E.  H.  Van 
Decar,  G.  Scribe ;  0.  W.  Shephard,  G.  Treas. ;  Chas.  Orom,  Q.  Sec. 

ENGLAND. 

United  Grand  Lodge. — The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for 
the  installation  of  Grand  Master  and  appointment  of  Grand  Officers,  was 
held  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  London,  on  Wednesday,  April  25th,  the  M.  W. 
the  Earl  of  Zetland,  Grand  Master,  on  the  throne.  The  minutes  of  the  pre- 
ceding Grand  Lodge,  so  far  as  they  concerned  the  reelection  of  the  Earl  of 
Zetland,  having  been  confirmed,  his  Lordship  was  proclaimed  and  saluted 
in  due  form.  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  briefly  acknowledged  the  honor 
of  being  thus  elected  the  seventeenth  time,  and  assured  the  brethren  it  was 
his  earnest  desire  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  Craft.  He  then  ap- 
pointed the  following  as  officers  for  the  present  year :  B.  W.  Lord  Pan- 
mure,  D.  G.  M. ;  Lord  Lounsborough,  S.  G.  W. ;  Algernon  Perkins,  J. 
G.  W. ;  Samuel  Tompkins,  G.  Treas. ;  F.  Boxburg,  G.  Beg. ;  W.  Gray 
Clark,  G.  Sec. ;  Lewis  Crombie,  S.  G.  D. ;  B.  W.  Wheeler,  J.  G.  D. 
In  the  evening  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  annual 
banquet,  which,  our  report  says,  did  not  give,  owing  to  a  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  numbers,  the  satisfaction  of  former  years.  Eloquent  speeches 
were  made  by  the  Earl  of  Zetland,  Admiral  Sir  Lucius  Curtis,  Bart., 
Prov.  G.  M.  for  Hants,  Algernon  Perkins,  and  othera  The  musical  ar- 
rangements were  excellent. — jST.  Y,  Courier. 
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WITH   SUNDSIBS  ABOUT  THE   SPHERE   OF  MAN. 


BT  THE  EDITOB. 


It  is  a  question  not  yet  fully  settled,  although  to  our  mind  dear  enough, 
whether  Mahomet  allowed  women  the  possession  of  soub.  Not  merely  the 
galvanizing  principle  which  keeps  the  ingenious  mechanism  of  the  mortal 
body  in  motion  during  the  years  of  time,  but  that  higher  power  of  exist- 
ence which  will  continue  operating,  with  undiminished  energy,  beyond  the 
bourne  to  which  all,  whether  male  or  female,  are  moving  on.  The  good 
Kadijah,  the  prophet's  first  convert,  as  became  a  loving  spouse,  probably 
troubled  herself  very  little  about  such  abstract  speculations.  But  we  are 
told,  "  she  wondered,  doubted  and  believed."  Had  she  not  believed,  it 
may  be  that  Mohammedanism  would  not  have  overspread  the  third  part  of 
the  inhabited  globe,  neither  would  the  present  day  have  seen  Tfilamiwn 
the  most  extensively  diffused  of  all  religions,  and  irom  the  four  quarters 
of  the  earth  heard  millions  of  prayers  chanted  by  those  whose  fiices  are 
turned  towards  Mecca.  Had  not  Kadijah  believed,  "  when  none  else 
would  believe,  and  in  the  whole  world  the  prophet  had  but  one  friend  and 
she  was  that,"  who  can  tell  how  history- would  have  been  changed ;  per- 
haps rolled  backward  into  a  deeper,  darker  night ;  perhaps,  by  other  and 
truer  prophets,  been  ennobled  and  advanced  by  a  higher  and  purer  light  ? 

On  the  whole,  as  we  **  cannot  spare  the  luxury  of  believing  t^at  all 
things  beautiful  are  what  they  seem,"  we  may  believe  that  Kadijah 
thought  that  '*  in  that  distant  Aidenn  "  her  prophet  husband,  amid  the  en- 
thusiasm of  his  wrapt  vimons,  depicted  in  such  glowing  colors,  she,  with 
all  the  good  and  true  of  her  sex,  would  have  appropriate  resting  place. 
For  ?ier  inspiration,  as  well  as  his,  should  ambrosial  gales  breathe  peren- 
nial joy  across  the  vales  of  paradise. 

Nevertheless,  the  Mohammedan  world  still  doubt,  and  most  wholly  dis- 
believe, that  woman  can  know  a  higher  state  of  existence  than  this  of 
earth.  And  not  without  a  beam  of  poetiy  and  reverent  homage  to  the 
pre-eminent  sex,  is  that  seeming  infidelity.  With  a  quick  and  apprecia- 
tive sense  of  her  finer  nature,  so  much  above  their  own,  as  all  their  ro- 
mances and  legends  swarm  with  evidences — with  a  limited  idea  even  of 
Omnipotence,  as  their  doctrines  of  fate  and  destiny  sufficiently  evince, 
they  doubted  that  any  power  could  eternize  aught  so  beautiful  and  seem- 
ingly so  frail  in  texture,  both  of  mind  and  spirit.  To  them  woman  was 
but  a  mirage,  a  reflection  of  the  fleeting  moments,  to  be  replaced  by  a 
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perpetual  viflion — ^here  passiog  like  a  shadow,  there  staying  in  thdir 
presence  forever.     We  may  half  pardon  the  Mussolman  his  delusion. 

Bat  on  the  plains  of  Jndea  and  on  the  porticoes  of  that  vast  temple 
which  crowned  mount  Moriah,  another  doctrine  was  taught,  and  from  the 
lips  of  true  inspiration  came  an  idea,  which  neither  heathendom  nor  any 
half-Divine,  half*pagan  creed,  before  or  since,  has  clearly  seen  or  felt 
With  God  there  is  neither  male  nor  female,  and  within  that  world  whose 
gloomy  portal  is  death,  but  the  surpassing  glory  of  which  *'  eye  hath  not 
seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  con- 
ceive," they  shall  be  alike  before  Him  '*  as  the  angels  of  Heaven." 

We  are  on  the  same  platform  of  humanity  in  this  lower  world — both  male 
and  female — the  same  material  objects  surround  us — ^the  same  blue  firma- 
ment, with  its  silent  stars,  arches  over  us — the  same  senses  bring  in  their 
report  of  outward  things  to  the  inner  perception — the  same  understanding 
marks  and  displays  the  relations  of  the  outer  and  the  inner  images  of  things 
— ^the  same  reason  discerns  abstract  and  ultimate  truths.  Within  the  same 
wondrous  mesh  work  of  the  human  brain  identical  passions  lurk,  emotions 
rise  and  change,  and  the  high  faculties  which  grasp  the  universe  in  their 
range,  circle  together.  Duly  pondered,  I  think  we  shall  find  in  this  thought 
quite  a  different  solution  for  the  great  question  of  "the  true  sphere  of 
woman  "  from  most  of  those  with  which  our  ears  have  been  stunned  with- 
in sundry  years  past. 

To  understand  the  "  sphere  of  woman,"  we  must  first  understand  the 
sphere  of  man,  and  thence,  by  acute  discernment,  separate  the  former 
if  we  can.  Perhaps  this  task  would  be  more  difficult  than  at  first  sur- 
mised. It  may  happen  that  those  who  have  manifested  the  most  anxiety 
for  the  definition  of  this  same  sphere  of  woman,  have  been,  at  the  very 
outset,  utterly  befogged  by  knowing  the  sphere  of  neither  woman  nor  man. 
Given,  the  dividend,  which  is  the  sphere  of  Humanity,  (by  them  wholly 
misunderstood),  they  hope  to  secure,  by  some  hypothetical  divisor,  the 
sphere  of  woman  as  a  net  quotient ;  but,  alas,  there  is  always  left  a  large 
and  unmanageable  fraction  as  remainder,  with  which  their  arithmetic  can 
do  nothing — it  actually  refuses  to  be  reduced  to  a  lower  denomination  ! 
A  very  puzzling  fraction  indeed. 

But  perhaps  this  problem  may  be  solved  algebraically  in  a  more  satis- 
fiictory  manner,  thus :  Let  x  =  the  sphere  of  man,  and  y  =  the  sphere 
of  woman — then  x  H-  ^  =  the  sphere  of  humanity  ;  and,  by  due  evolu- 
tion, we  can  as  well  satisfy  the  equation  by  having  a;  =  ^  as  by  any  other 
assumption,  and,  what  is  better,  be  plagued  by  no  rebellious  fractional. 

Seriously,  you  may  as  well  undertake  to  adjust  these  ''  spheres  "  by 


76  Concerning  the  Sphere  of  Woman,  [Angost, 

arithmetic  or  algebra  as  bj  the  modes  now  so  much  in  TOgoe.     On  the 
whole  we  prefer  the  algebra. 

The  great  trouble  is,  that  neither  men  nor  women  have  been  willing  to 
admit,  practically,  to  its  uttermost  results,  that  women  have  souls,  and 
that  men  have  nothing  more  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  breathed  the  breath 
of  life  into  mortal  bodies.  It  is  a  bitter  truth,  that  men  themselves  will 
not  practically  allow  that  they  have  souls  of  their  own.  Somewhat  with- 
in them  that  cannot  be  '*  clad  in  fine  linen  and  fare  sumptuously  every 
day" — Dives  ftishion;  that  cannot  be  elected  President  or  Constable; 
somewhat  that  cannot  be  profited  by  digging,  gold,  or  sailing  ships,  or 
weaving  cloth,  or  hammering  iron  or  brass  into  multitudinous  shapes ; 
neither  be  contented  with  food,  and  raiment,  and  household  gear.  Some- 
what that  broad  acres  and  bars  of  yellow  bullion  cannot  satisfy ;  neither 
myriad-handed  engines,  of  never-so-many  horse  or  man  power,  minister 
unto,  save  in  very  contemptible  proportion.  And  yet  men  talk  about  the 
**  sphere  of  .woman,"  as  though  man's  business  in  this  life  were  but  to 
reduce  the  material  world  to  his  use,  and  woman's  to  take  care  of  it  when 
vanquished,  or  to  assist  in  consuming  the  net  product. 

And  who  art  thou,  0  man !  that  regalest  us  with  this  profound  idea  <tf 
the  Divine  purpose  ?  Thou  hast  thy  five  senses — so  has  woman.  Thou 
hast  the  sixth  sense,  or  the  human  soul,  which,  believe  it  or  not,  was  given 
thee,  not  merely  to  use  in  building  palaces  or  Hovels,  ships  or  canoes — 
in  founding  cities  and  reaching  out  iron  arms  to  girdle  our  planetr— in  coin- 
ing money  and  changing  the  fiushion  of  apparel — ^in  making  laws  and 
breaking  them — ^in  causing  Democracy  to  overthrow  his  older  brother, 
Despotism,  and  crowning  thyself  King  Log — ^in  contriving  curious  engines 
to  multiply  the  power  of  human  muscle,  and  meditating  upon  pulling 
down  thy  bams  to  build  greater — ^in  loud  talking  or  silent  writing  of  the 
kind  which  maketh  the  extremes  of  creation  weep. 

Woman,  too,  has  this  sixth  sense,  which  it  were  surely  out  of  her  sphere 
to  use  as  thou  usest  it.  This  mysterious  sixth  sense  takes  hold  upon  the 
true  sphere,  both  of  man  and  woman,  which  is  the  Universe  of  God, 

It  is  a  noticeable  &ct,  and  worth  thinking  of,  that  when  you  propose  to 
our  race  somewhat  that  will  minister  to  their  material  necessities  or  pleas- 
ures, they  will  listen  with  deepest  interest  They  are  even  willing  to  wade 
a  little  way  into  the  ocean  of  knowledge,  hoping,  by  assiduous  diving,  to 
bring  up  here  and  there  a  pearl,  or  at  worst,  an  oyster  fit  to  be  eaten. 
Tell  them  to  launch  boldly  upon  that  broad  sea,  and  they  will  but  sneer 
at  you,  and  the  Isabellas  are  rare  that  will  help  to  the  voyage  by  sacrifice 
of  jewels  of  royal  price.    Yet  be  assured,  reader,  there  are  continents 
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of  vast  extent,  and  beautiful  ialands,  and  new  laoes  of  men  to  be  duooT- 
ered,  and  new  hiatories  to  be  originated,  by  such  a  voyage. 

We  live  in  a  mechanical  ago  an  age  of  associated  effort  Accustomed 
to  observe  the  power  of  machinery,  where  each  part  subserves  its  particular 
purpose,  whoUy  useless  unless  co-operating  with  the  entire  mechanism — 
seeing  also  the  vast  results  which  are  brought  about  by  conjunction  of 
efforts  in  the  accomplishment  of  material  affairs — ^we  are  led  to  despise 
individual  action,  and  seek  to  accomplish  the  progress  of  the  race  by  re- 
ducing the  whole  to  an  adroit  machine. 

A  portion  of  us,  seeing  the  evils  which  flow  from  bad  governments, 
seek  to  alter  the  machinery  of  the  ruling  power  by  establishing  new  codes 
and  systems ;  replacing  the  old  error  by  modem  blunder ;  adding  a  little 
here  and  taking  away  a  little  there  :  we  go  frantic  in  masses,  unless  our 
pet  scheme  of  political  machination  is  adopted ;  and  we  prognosticate 
crises,  and  ruin,  and  chaos,  unless  our  pet  engineer  is  to  be  placed  at  the 
valves.  Perhaps  we  iaU — ^perhaps  we  succeed — what  matters  it  ?  Gene- 
rations succeed  each  other,  the  same  as  ever  since  the  world  began ;  each 
fumes  and  frets  its  little  hour  of  life  upon  the  world  stage,  and  neither 
crisis,  nor  ruin,  nor  chaos  comes.  Our  prophecies  have  gone  with  our- 
selves into  fbrgetfulness — and  yet  other  prophets  and  prophecies  shall  arise 
and  be  forgotten. 

Beautifully  said  one  who  thought  of  these  things :  **  When  I  gazed 
into  the  stars,  have  they  not  looked  down  on  me  as  if  with  pity  from  their 
serene  spaces,  like  eyes  glistening  with  heavenly  tears,  over  the  little  lot 
of  man  ?  Thousands  of  human  generations,  all  as  noisy  as  our  own,  have 
been  swallowed  up  of  Time,  and  there  remains  no  wreck  of  them  any 
more ;  and  Arcturus,  and  Orion,  and  Sinus,  and  the  Pleiades,  are  stUl 
shining  in  their  courses,  clear  and  young  as  when  the  shepherd  first  noted 
them  in  the  plain  of  Shinar." 

Some  enthusiastic  individual,  from  the  fumes  of  an  indigested  late  sup- 
per, collects  the  idea  of  some  evil  to  be  extirpated,  root  and  branch,  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  The  brooding  night  hatches  a  Society  in  the  morn- 
ing, fearful  in  its  array  of  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Secretaries,  and 
Executive  Committees.  Circulars  and  Prospectuses,  Blasts  and  Counter- 
blasts, whiten  the  air,  as  snow  flakes  a  winter  sky.  The  strong  arm  of 
power  is  invoked  to  put  down  the  wrong  and  put  up  the  right.  Heedless 
Society,  oblivious  Executive  Committee,  powerless  arm  of  power !  What 
guarantee  is  there  that  the  wrong  be  not  put  up,  and  the  right  put  down  1 
Or  even  suppose  you  do  whiten  the  sepulchre — ^know  you  not  that  the 
wrong  springs  from  the  heart  of  man,  and  until  you  cleanse  that  fountain  it 
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will  still  send  forth  bitter  waters  ?  Organized  effort  baa  done  much  for 
tbe  race,  bat  it  is  well  to  consider  whether  this  can  do  all. 

Another  portion  of  us,  seeing  how  knowledge  and  art  have  been  adr 
vanced  by  devotion  of  individuals  to  particular  branches  of  study  and 
pursuit,  have  made  division  of  labor  the  hobby  of  the  hour.  We.  even  go 
down  to  the  abecedarians  and  teach  them  such  combinations  in  Cadmian 
philosophy  as  will  spell  only  the  uses  to  which  they  will  be  put  in  later 
years.  We  go  up  to  the  high  school  and  the  college,  and  of  the  student's 
bench  we  make  a  Procrustean  bed,  on  which,  writhe  as  he  may,  he  is  to 
be  shortened  or  elongated  to  his  future  practical  calling.  We  cram  his 
memoTj  with  words  and  phrases  with  the  ideas  expressed  from  them  by 
the  pressure  of  the  method.  We  teach  him  some  few  of  the  forces  of  the 
physical  world,  that  he  may  construct  or  manage  machines.  We  teach 
him  a  moiety  of  the  relics  of  dead  tongues,  that  he  may  write  prescrip- 
tions in  terms  that  none  but  himself  and  the  apothecary  can  understand  ; 
or  to  give  wise  sounds  to  foolish  thoughts,  or  to  label  writs  and  legid 
formulae  to  mystify  clients  and  puzzle  blind  justices.  We  teach  him 
geometry,  that  he  may  build  bridges  and  railroads,  and  survey  farms  and 
^d  lands.  We  let  him  into  the  outside  mystery  of  numbers,  that  he 
may  keep  accounts,  and  not  be  cheated  in  bargain  and  sale.  We  teach 
him  to  read,  that  he  may  find  out  the  price  of  commodities,  and  tbe  latest 
news  from  the  seat  of  Congressional  war ;  or,  zealous  to  procure  him 
pleasure,  that  ho  may  read  the  last  thrilling  story  in  the  New  York  Ledg- 
er, or  the  latest  inanity  of  Harper's  Monthly,  or  grow  profoundly  wise 
over  the  lack-a-daisical  commonplaces  of  the  very  wet  Atlantic,  where 
herrings  are  much  more  common  than  whales. 

What  should  we  do  for  small  talk  were  it  not  for  the  cheap  wisdom  fui^ 
nished  from  such  sources  as  this?  Second-hand  profrmdity  and  veiy 
tender  sentimentalities  in  small  octavos,  dog-cheap  at  a  dollar  a  volume ; 
who  need  be  at  a  losa  for  the  small  change  of  conversation  in  literary  cir- 
cles ?  Combine  but  a  smattering  of  French,  and  a  hasty  dip  into  the 
review  department  of  our  flea-bitten  monthlies,  and  fly-bitten  quarterlies, 
and  lo  I  wisdom  shall  be  justified  in  her  children  ! 

It  has  sometimes  seemed  to  us  that  the  admirers  of  literary  lions  treat 
them  very  much  as  the  London  mob  is  said  to  have  treated  Lord  Erskine 
— ^they  took  off  the  horses  from  his  chariot  that  they  themselves  might 
draw  him,  in  triumphal  procession — but,  alas  I  he  never  saw  his  horses 
more  I 

So  deeply  has  this  vice  of  education  infected  the  popular  mind,  that 
even  the  magnates  of  the  educational  world  have  more  than  half  sue- 
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eombed.  Indeed  a  more  than  ordinarily  wise  and  excellent  man  (Dr. 
Wayland)  actually  projected  and  pat  in  operation  a  plan  of  education, 
wherein,  not  only  was  the  practical  application  of  aoqniied  knowledge 
made  the  prime  interest,  bat  by  way  of  direct  illastration  of  "  blind  lead- 
ing the  bUnd,"  the  student  was  to  be  allowed  to  select  his  own  studies. 
Verily,  here  shall  be  seen  a  wondrous  thing.  The  homunoulus  or  man- 
nikin  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  the  very  temple  of  knowledge  and  carry 
away,  instarUer,  all  he  can  upon  his  baby  shoulders,  and  upon  this  he 
must  thrive,  as  best  he  may,  through  after  years.  Self-poised  under  his 
burden  of  hastQynsnatched  sweetmeats  and  oonfeetionery,  he  looks  upward 
with  infinite  contempt  (as  Bolgoram  did  upon  QuUiver,  at  Lilliput,)  upon 
him  who,  by  slow  digestion  and  assimilation  of  solid  intellectual  nutriment, 
has  grown  to  an  unburdened  stature  beyond  his  comprehension. 

To  us  it  seems  that  the  sphere  of  these  men,  or  rather  mannikins,  needs 
somewhat  of  enlargmg.  For  what,  after  all,  are  these  soHsalled  utilities  of  life 
— these  means  of  getting,  in  better  or  worse  measure,  bread,  and  clothing, 
and  shelter  from  rain  and  cold  ?  Is  this  the  sum  of  life's  purpose  ?  Did 
the  Creator  of  all  things  breathe  into  the  human  nostrils  the  immortal 
essence,  that  we  might  struggle,  with  more  or  less  success,  to  obtain  cex^ 
tain  pounds  of  bread  and  meat,  certain  canvass  or  marble  coverings,  and 
Bundiy  words  of  praise  or  dispraise  from  fellows  of  our  own  kind  ?  Was 
it  fdr  this  that  we  were  made  so  *'  noble  in  reason,"  so  '*  infinite  in  facul- 
ties," "  in  form  and  moving,  so  express  and  admirable,"  'Mn  apprehen- 
flion  so  like  a  god,"  and  placed  beneath  "  this  brave  o'erhanging  firmament, 
this  majestical  roof  fretted  with  golden  fire  ?  " 

"  Sure  he  that  made  ns  with  sach  large  discoarse, 
Looking  before  and  afler,  gave  us  not 
That  capability  and  godlike  reason 
To  fast  in  us  unns'd,"— — 

or  used  like  this  I 

And  it  appears  that  in  one  section  of  the  world,  at  least,  it  is  coming  to 
be  believed  that  education  has  something  of  a  different  scope. 

Thus,  dropping  an  exploratory  hook  into  the  *^  Atlantic*'  yon  may 
chance  draw  up  a  fish  labeled  imposingly,  **  Intellectual  CharactBr."  The 
dorsal  fin  is  this :  *'  No  person  can  be  called  educated,  un^he  has  organ- 
ized his  knowledge  into  fiiculty,  and  wields  it  as  a  weapon." 

And  again:  "The  test  of"  [educational]  ''success  is  influence- 
that  is,  the  power  of  shaping  events  by  informing,  guiding,  animating, 
controlling,  other  minds.  Whether  this  influence  be  extended  directly  in 
the  world  of  practical  affairs,  or  indirectly  in  the  world  of  ideas,  its  fun- 
damental condition  is  still  force  of  individual  being,  and  the  amount  of 
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influence  t$  the  meamre  of  the  degree  of  force,  juet  a»  an  effed  meae" 
uree  a  eause^ 

And  thb  is  the  great  pearl  of  the  *'  Atlantic  "  Ooean  or  oyster !  He 
amount  of  inflnenoe  over  the  minds  of  other  men,  the  actions  of  other  men 
—the  measure  of  intellectual  ibroe,  the  object  of  education  I  The  highly 
cultured  herb  of  Massachusetts  has  culminated  in  this  stupendous  daisy. 
Education  only  to  be  accounted  successful,  as  it  creates  the  suooessfol 
demagogue! 

**  O,  lame  and  impotent  conclusion  I  "  irorthy  its  aqueous  ori^.  And 
yet  this  is  probably  what  the  greater  part  of  mankind  really  believe,  as 
they  most  certainly  practice  accordingly.  Rising  a  round  or  two  above 
bread  and  clothes,  dollars  and  lands,  they  now  aspire  to  the  higher  work 
of  "  controlling  other  minds,"  and  their  education  is  to  be  praised  or  dis- 
praised according  as  they  succeed  in  this ! 

Cleon  better  educated  than  Socrates — Joe  Smith  than  Agassis  !  Nay, 
is  it  not  evident  that  men  of  really  profbundest  education  are  every  day 
controlled  by  those  utterly  uneducated  ?  In  the  relations  of  men  to  each 
other,  it  b  every  day  seen  that  talent  succumbs  to  mere  tact,  and 
genius  to  what  the  neighbors  of  our  "  Atlantic "  friends  would  call 
"  gumption,*' 

Why,  every  pitifullest  diver  in  the  pool  of  politics,  knows  that  he  who 
controls  the  most  of  all,  oftenest  needs  the  control — ^mayhap,  of  a  strut 
waistcoat.  The  very  want  of  education  of  any  sort  confers  a  kind  of 
kicus  a  non  lucendo  power.  The  minds  of  men  are  oftener  controlled, 
and  more  potently,  by  prejudice  and  passion,  than  by  any  higher  product 
of  educational  force.  It  were  not  far  wrong  to  say  that  the  object  of 
education  is  to  firee  the  mind  from  the  sway  of  those  things  which  mostly 
control  men :  at  all  events,  influence  over  other  minds  is  an  altogether 
accidental  result  of  true  education.  The  inspired  penman  recognizes  the 
vital  truth  of  this  proposition,  (and  to  our  mind  is  better  authority,)  when 
he  exclaims :  *'  He  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better  than  the  mighty ;  and  he 
that  ruleth  his  (own)  spirit  than  he  that  taketh  a  city."  And  again : 
"  Hear  counsel  and  receive  instruction  that  thou  mayest  be  wise  in  the 
latter  end."  Nothing  here  of  gaining  influence,  power  or  control  over 
the  minds  er  actions  of  other  men  I 

Even  the  lowest  form  of  intellectual  philosophy  inculcates  that  the  im* 
pxession  of  external  things,  carried  inward  through  the  avenue  of  the 
senses,  develops  an  inner  force  wholly  unlike  the  external  stimuli.  Ma- 
terialists of  every  hue  admit  that.  There  b  not  a  chemist  who  manufoo- 
tures,  to  his  own  satis&otion,  mental  processes,  out  of  chemical  actions 
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and  leactioiis,  but  admits  that,  even  then,  the  product  la  surpasffingfy 
peculiar.  There  is  something  about  this  human  mind  of  ours  which  refuses 
to  be  reduced  to  a  machine  for  chopping  logic,  or  turning  the  heads  or 
hands  of  animals  outside  its  own  temporal  dwelling.  Think  of  it  closely, 
and  we  shall  see  that  there  is  something  of  operative  energy  within  this 
body  of  ours,  which  takes  hold  of  higher  relations  than  simply  those  of 
corporeal  necessities,  or  even  of  man  and  men. 

What  matters  it  to  us  what  other  men  think  or  do  ?  '*  It  is  to  our- 
selves we  stand  or  fsJl,"  not  only  in  the  religious  point  of  view,  but  in 
intellectual,  educational  development  If  we  have  performed  our  own 
allotted  work,  what  is  it  to  us  whether  other  men  do  this  thing  or  the 
other  ?  **  Let  your  light  shme  before  men,"  most  certainly — but  let  this 
light  not  be  kindled  far  the  purpose  of  shining  before  men, — ^the  very 
Pharisees  do  that, — and  you  will  prove  but  the  dimmest  farthing  candle 
unless  set  aglow  for  a  higher  and  holier  object.  Alas  1  '*  If  the  light 
which  is  within  thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness  /'* 

There  is  a  kind  of  light  which  sometimes  controls  men,  very  like  that 
phosphorescent  flame  which  kindles  over  graves  and  miry  bogs,  alluring 
but  to  stumbling  places  and  manifold  discomfort.  Its  very  likeness  to  the 
true  light  renders  it  tenfold  more  dangerous.  This  is  the  kind  of  which 
it  is  sometimes  said,  *'  A  little  knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing."  Pre- 
cisely for  the  same  reason  that  edge  tools  are  poor  playthings  for  children. 
Yet  the  edge  tools  cut  rail  cars  and  cabinets,  thrones  and  temples.  By 
Aem  ships  are  fashioned,  and  the  artist  expresses  in  solid  marble  that 
which  shall  endure  whilst  ages  come  and  go,  the  apparently  fleeting  and 
intangible  thought. 

And  thus  it  is  with  knowledge.  To  him  who  knows  its  true  scope  and 
meaning,  who  has  the  inner  self-power  which  can  arrange  and  master  its 
elements,  there  will  be  built  up,  as  of  old,  a  majestic  spiritual  temple,  in 
the  construction  whereof  there  will  not  be  *'  heard  the  sound  of  any  axe, 
hammer,  gavel,  or  other  tool  of  iron."  Noiselessly  arises  that  structure 
to  the  true  scholar,  the  true  thinker^  the  rightly  educated  man. 

It  may  not  influence  the  minds  of  other  men  either  to  praise  or  dispraise 
—or  what  matters  if  it  do  ?  In  that  temple  shall  man's  own  being  con- 
tinually worship  the  Omniscient  I  Am,  whose  presence  shall  rest  there  for- 
ever, as  the  Shekinah  of  old  upon  Mt.  Moriah.  The  material  body  may 
never  be  clothed  in  rich  garments,  the  daily  bread  may  be  of  the  coarsest, 
social  position  little  to  be  spoken  of,  and  the  honors  and  obediences  of  men 
utterly  withholden ;  nevertheless  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  Augustus 
Osesar  in  all  the  plentitude  of  his  power,  Croesus  in  the  profusion  of  his 
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poBseasions,  approach  not  the  wealth,  and  power,  and  honor  of  fihis  spiritual 
bemg. 

A  very  circaitous  mode  of  getting  to  the  trite  idea  that^  "  Knowledge 
should  be  loved  for  its  own  sake,"  perhaps  the  reader  may  interpolate  by 
way  of  comment  here. 

With  all  due  deference,  no  such  thing— on  the  contrary,  knowledge 
is  not  to  be  loved  for  its  own  sake ;  that  would  defeat  the  sole  object  of 
its  acquisition.  It  is  neither  to  be  sought  solely  for  its  material  uses  in 
enhancing  the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  this  life ;  neither  thereby  to  gain 
control  and  influence  over  the  minds  of  other  men,  nor  yet  for  its  own 
sake.     On  the  whole,  we  think  the  latter  rather  the  worst  of  all  reasons. 

The  object  of  education,  is  a  right  mode  of  thought.  The  educator 
ought  to  seek,  not  to  cram  the  memory  with  words  and  phrases,  or  even 
facts,  but  to  teach  how  to  think.  The  elements,  facts  and  principles  of  all 
knowledge  are  the,  more  or  less  obvious,  visual  expressions  of  the  Divine 
mind.  It  is  the  educator's  duty  to  teach  the  interpretation  of  these,  by 
the  thinking  mind  of  the  pupil.  By  such  interpretation,  the  finite  spuit 
of  man,  yet  infinite  in  capacity,  reaches  out  more  and  more  toward  the 
All-pervading  Mind.  Thus  knowledge  is  sought,  not  for  its  own  sake, 
but  for  the  sake  of  the  Author  of  all  knowledge,  who  would  be  known 
and  read  of  all  men. 

Thus  the  sphere  of  the  scholar  finds  its  centre  in  worship.  It  is  knowl- 
edge which  raises  man  above  the  brutes  that  perish,  and  places  him  in  his 
true  position  in  this  life,  ''a  little  lower  than  the  angels,"  and  when  the 
horologe  of  Time  indicates  the  final  hour  to  us,  shaU  open  to  the  trufy 
educated  mind  the  higher  level  of  angelic  being. 

But  to  the  wrongly  educated  mind,  knowledge,  even  though  sought  for 
its  own  sake,  will  bring  none  of  these  things.  It  may  fashion  knowledge 
into  beautiful  forms,  but  they  will  be  lifeless,  and  cold,  and  finite — ^for  it 
cannot  through  the  created  see  the  Creator.  Prometheus,  of  ancient 
fable,  could  only  animate  his  work  by  bringing  down  celestial  fire — and 
thus  all  the  shapes  of  human  knowledge  are  dead  and  unproductive,  un- 
less the  spirit  of  the  Infinite  breathes  through,  and  around,  and  over  aU. 

**  When  I  consider  the  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and 
the  stars  which  thou  hast  ordained ;  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of 
him ?  and  the  son  of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him?"  Thus  spoke,  thou- 
sands of  years  since,  the  wondering  Psalmist,  whilst  contemplating  the 
power  and  majesty  of  the  Supreme.  And  thus  ever  will  exclaim  the  true 
scholar,  whether  pondering  upon  the  most  majestic  or  the  most  minute  of 
the  Creator's  works. 
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We  stand  amaaed  at  the  power  which  stilled  the  storm  upon  the  sea,  and 
which  called  him  who  had  been  dead  four  days,  from  his  grave  again  to 
light  and  life, — and  yet  we  heed  little,  or  not  at  all,  these  daily  mirades 
wrought  by  the  same  Almighty  wilL  The  elements  of  earth  and  air 
gather  together  at  his  command,  and  weave  a  web  of  living  tracery 
over  the  sorface  of  the  globe.  Mechanbms,  compared  with  which  the 
highest  boasts  of  human  art  are  gross  and  shapeless,  are  scattered  in  endless 
proftifflon  upon  all  the  mountains  and  valleys,  yea,  in  all  the  nooks  and  cor- 
ners of  the  land.  At  His  fiat,  not  only  life  again  pervades  one  poor  human 
frame,  but  thronged  cities  and  hamlets,  even  the  desert  places  of  the  earth, 
the  jungles  and  savannahs,  the  rivers,  the  seas,  and  the  very  air  of  heaven, 
are  peopled  with  living  things, — the  water-drop  and  the  hemisphere  are 
instinct  with  moving,  throbbing  vitality.  Can  there  be  a  greater  wonder 
than  this,  or  does  the  miracle  of  a  moment  surpass  the  miracle  of  ages — 
the  miracle  o£  eternity  ? 

The  wisest  of  our  race  will  recognize  all  these  things  as  the  true  object 
of  study — ^the  true  end  of  knowledge.  That  the  finite  being  may  be 
enabled,  through  the  disclosures  of  the  worlds  of  matter  and  spirit,  to 
gather  insight  of  Him  who  made  cUl  worlds. 

The  inspired  singer  despairingly  chanted:  "Such  knowledge  is  too 
wonderful  for  me ;  it  is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it" 

But  as  his  view  of  the  Creator's  power  and  presence  expanded,  he 
more  joyfully  sang:  "  Whither  shall  I  go  from  thy  Spirit?  or  whither 
shall  I  flee  from  thy  presence  ?  If  I  ascend  up  into  heaven,  thou  art 
there.  If  I  make  my  bod  in  hell,  behold  thou  art  there.  K  I  take 
the  wings  of  the  morning,  and  dwell  in  the  uttermost  parte  of  the  sea, 
even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  shall  hold  me.  K 
I  say,  surely  the  darkness  shall  cover  me,  even  the  night  shall  be  light 
about  me." 

And  thus,  amid  all  the  confusion  of  search  and  blindness  of  seekers — 
however  difficult  for  this  poor  human  mind  to  grapple  with  the  occult  mys- 
teries of  nature  and  of  life,  which  everywhere  seem  to  mock  our  scanty 
thought  by  swelling  to  the  proportions  of  eternity,  there  shines  serene  this 
radiant  truth :  Eveiy,  aye,  the  slightest  effort,  in  the  right  direction 
approximates  nearer  to  the  Supreme.  The  earnest  intent  to  attain  the 
right  and  the  true,  makes  ue,  in  so  &r,  right  and  true.  "  On  vaut  ce 
qu'on  vent  valoir.*^     "  We  are  what  toe  wish  to  be.'^ 

And,  herein,  methinks,  we  find  a  sphere  of  humanity  which  quite  trans- 
cends these  trivial  ones,  so  much  talked  about  in  these  latter  days,  which 
are  circled  in  by  more  or  less  shrewd  methods  of  getting  the  daily  bread. 
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With  our  own  soul,  here  in  time,  as  the  centre,  we  find  radii  stretching  oat 
immeasurably  to  the  aniverse,  or  those  radii  circumscribed,  at  a  Teiy  meas- 
urable or  finite  distance,  by  a  circumference  of  handicrafts  or  headcrafts 
wherein  it  can  revolye  in  a  tread  mill  round,  until  the  inevitable  centrifu- 
gal force  of  Death  projects  it,  in  unexpected  tangent,  into  its  final  and 
real  sphere — ^the  universe  again.  And  just  here  we  expect  to  be  charged 
with  a  leaning  toward  mysticism,  than  which  nothing  can  be  further  from 
our  purpose.  For  mysticism,  if  it  means  anything,  means  something 
not  understood — and  we  fully  believe  that  nothing  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
more  clearly  understood  than  that  the  whole  duty  of  man  comprehends 
more  than  the  satis&ction  of  physical  wants,  or  of  an  ambition  fettered  to 
merely  fleeting,  transitory  objects. 

Kghtly  understood,  the  acquirement  of  all  possible  knowledge  is  not 
only  laudable  and^  desirable  in  itself,  but  is  a  positive  religious  duty.  It 
is  a  positive  sin  against  the  Creator  to  disregard  the  high  meaning  of  his 
works,  and  how  can  that  meaning  be  understood,  unless  those  works  are 
made  the  object  of  continued  and  profound  thought  ?  Not  that  the  neces- 
sary duties  appertdning  to  this  physical  life  should  be  neglected — far 
from  it — but  that  they  should  be  estimated  only  at  their  true  value — ^not 
as  the  objects^  but  as  the  incidents  or  accidents  of  life. 

"  It  is  not  all  of  life  to  live,  or  all  of  death  to  die  1" 

But  what  has  all  this  to  do  with  the  sphere  of  woman  ?  we  hear  impa- 
tiently, half-scomfully,  suggested.  Eveiytbing — everything.  We  have 
looked,  casually,  into  the  true  sphere  of  man,  and  find  it  something  diflEer- 
ent  from  being  simply  lawyers  and  doctors,  and  ship  captains,  or  day 
laborers  of  any  sort,  whether  on  the  ferm,  in  the  workshop,  or  the  counting 
room.  In  that  sphere  we  have  feund  no  distinctions  save  those  of  the 
thinking  and  seeing  mind.  In  all  our  rambles  among  the  anatomies,  the 
physiologies  and  metaphysics  of  all  time,  we  have  seen  nothing  which  pro- 
hibits woman  from  the  pure  sphere  of  knowledge  and  thought  Nowhere 
is  she  forbidden  this  sphere,  save  by  the  custom  and  fashion  of  the  time, 
and  we  have  high,  nay,  the  highest,  authority  for  saying-—*'  the  fashion  of 
this  world  passeth  away."  What  matters  if  the  fashion  of  the  time  pre- 
vents her  from  donning  the  wig  and  gown  of  the  law,  and  striving  with 
€k)d-given  feculties  "  to  make  the  worse  appear  the  better  reason"  ?  Or 
from  competing  on  the  level,  perhaps  with  peers,  perhaps  with  quacks  and 
knaves— equally  confounded  by  a  discerning  public — for  the  poor  privi- 
lege of  keeping  in  pitiful  bodies  the  breath  which  straggles  for  a  porer 
habitation  ?  Or  to  lift  the  shrill  voice  in  the  market-place,  or  at  the  hust- 
ings, in  announcing  "prognostics  grave  and  chinueras  dire"  for  the 
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paitizan  politics  of  the  time  ?    Or,  in  holier  effort,  declaiming  from  the 
sacred  desk  the  tmths  of  the  Creator's  revelation  ? 

Believe  this — the  true  and  right  will  at  length  prevail,  whatever. wages 
opposition.  The  true  word  and  the  right  thought,  springing  from  what- 
ever mind,  male  or  female,  shall  never  be  lost.  Though  your  utterances 
be  disregarded,  as  were  those  of  Cassandra  at  the  siege  of  Troy,  the  time 
will  come  when  they  shall  be  potent  in  result,  and  all  men  shall  give  heed. 
Nothing  of  thought  or  life  is  or  can  be  lost. 

"  How  wonderfal !  that  even 
The  passions,  prejudices,  interests, 
That  sway  the  meanest  being,  the  weak  touch 
That  moves  the  finest  nerve, 
.  And  in  one  hnman  brain 
Caases  the  faintest  thought,  becomes  a  link 
In  the  great  chain  of  nature." 

When  Galileo  saw  the  world  revolve,  though  his  trembling  tongue  in 
words  denied  his  thought,  yet,  under  the  very  inquisitorial  heel,  his  spirit 
cried  aloud  :  **  But  it  does  move!  "  And  move  it  does,  and  move  it  will, 
when  thousand  recurring  Galileos  shall  have  come  and  gone. 

The  sphere  of  woman  is  comprehended,  as  is  the  sphere  of  man,  by  the 
Divine  command :  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  that  do  with  thy 
might."  With  thy  might,  not  only  of  muscle  and  of  mechanisms  which 
thou  mayest  conquer  to  thy  use,  but  with  the  might  of  that  inestimable 
fire  of  intellect  and  thought — which,  akin  yto  the  power  of  the  Supreme 
itself,  is  able  to  command  the  apparent  chaos  of  surrounding  things  into 
spiritual  worlds  of  light  and  life,  ever  circling  in  hanponious  orbits  around 
the  great  Creator  of  light,  and  life,  and  worlds. 

It  appears  to  us  that  this  true  sphere  of  woman  scarcely  needs  enlarg- 
ing I     It  needs  only  to  be  discovered  by  her. 

"  Tell  me  not  in  mournful  numbers 

Life  is  but  an  empty  dream, 
For  the  soul  is  dead  that  slumbers, 

And  things  are  not  what  they  seem. 

Not  enjoyment,  and  not  sorrow 

Is  our  destined  end  and  way. 
But  to  act,  that  each  to-morrow 

Find  us  farther  than  to-day." 

Action  is  what  is  demanded,  both  of  man  and  woman.  Not  of  the 
hand  or  tongue  solely,  as  most  seem  to  imagine,  but  of  the  high  faculties 
of  thought  Not  because  it  becomes  useful  or  pleasing  by  being  imparted 
to  other  minds,  but  because  it  links  the  thinking  mind  with  the  creative, 
omniscient  mind.  This  is  the  true  "  battle  of  life  " — not  a  conflict  merely 
for  supremacy  ever  the  material  forces  of  the  world  to  reduce  them  to 
submission,  or  to  overthrow  the  forces  of  other  men's  thoughts,  but  to 
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elevate  our  own  thoughts  and  souls  to  the  higher  level  of  being.    This 

truly  shall  lead  us — 

"  Into  the  Silent  Land ! 

To  yoa,  ye  boandless  regions 

Of  all  perfection !    Tender  morning  visions 

Of  beauteoas  sonls !    The  Future's  pledge  and  band ! 

Who  in  life's  battle  firm  doth  stand, 

ShaU  bear  Hope's  tender  blossoms 

Into  the  Silent  Land !" 

Nor  think  this  sphere  of  both  man  and  woman  vague  and  unsatisfactorji 
and  one  which  is  to  be  regarded  or  disregarded  at  pleasure — ^for  the 


"  idle  tmant, 
Neglecting  the  sweet  benefit  of  the  time 
To  clothe  his  age  with  angel-like  perfection/' 

shall  not  only&il  to  receive  reward,  but,  like  the  unfaithful  servant, 

'*  shall  be  beaten  with  many  stripes."    You  may  not  by  any  process  or 

power  divest  yourself  of  this  inestimable  jewel  of  a  human  soul, — ^you 

have  it^  and  though  seemingly  poised  upon  an  atom  of  time,  yet  it  must 

span  the  eternities. 

**  Awhile  we  straggle  with  the  tnmbUng  sea 
Of  haman  life,  until  existence  fades 
Into  death's  darkness." 

And  it  is  this  light  only  which  can  illuminate  its  depths.     But  even  here 
upon  this  frail  stage  of  action,  we  have  need  to  use  these  wondrous  faculties, 

"  to  intertwine  for  us 
The  passions  which  baUd  up  our  human  soul 
Not  with  the  mean  and  vulgar  works  of  men, 
But  with  high  objects,  with  enduring  things. 
With  Life  and  Nature,  purifying  thus  the  elements 
Of  feeling  and  of  thought,  and  sanctifying  by  such  discipline 
Both  pain  and  fear,  until  we  recognize 
A  grandeur  in  the  beating  of  the  heart." 

And  thus  the  trivial  toils  and   cares  of  daily  life  are  merged  in  purer 
aspirations  and  more  exalted  aims.     Thus,  even 

"  Grief  becomes 
A  solemn  scorn  of  ills  1 " 

Is  this  view  of  human  life  too  high  for  our  nature  ?    There  are  some 

people  who  prefer  the  lumber  wagon  of  the  peasant  to  the  rail-car,  but  who 

can  rather  choose  either  of  these,  than  that  chariot  and  horses  which  the 

prophet  saw  in  the  vision — instinct  with  life  and  flame  ? 

"  O,  grace,  unenvying  of  thj  boon !  that  gavest 
Boldness  to  fix  so  eamestlj  my  ken 
On  the  everlasting  splendor,  that  I  look'd 
While  sight  was  unconsumed,  and  in  that  depth 
Saw  in  one  volume  ciasp'd  of  love,  whate'er 
The  universe  unfolds ;  all  properties 
Of  substance  and  of  accident,  beheld 
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Componnded,  yet  one  individual  light 
The  whole."    #        #        #        # 

*        *       ♦       ♦        "It  may  not  be, 
That  one,  who  looks  upon  diat  light  can  tarn 
To  other  object  willingly  his  riew. 
For  all  the  good,  that  will  may  covet,  there 
Is  samm'd ;  and  all  elsewhere  defective  found 
Complete." 

Goltivate,  cultivate  this  fiiculty  of  thought — ^not  the  disorderly  whirl  of 
eccentric  fancies  and  imaginings,  which  some  deem  thinking — the  air- 
castles  where 


bat  that 


Then 


"  Errors,  and  dreams,  and  tho'ts  half  formed  abound. 
And  crowd  the  baseless  fabric  round  and  round  " — 


"  Sense  sublime 
Of  something  far  more  deeply  interfused. 
Whose  dwelling  is  the  light  of  setting  suns, 
And  the  round  ocean,  and  the  living  air. 
And  the  blue  sky, — and  in  the  mind  of  man ; 
A  motion  and  a  spirit,  that  impels. 
All  thinking  things,  all  objects  of  all  thought. 
And  rolls  through  all  things/' 


ft 


"  thy  mind 
Shall  be  a  mansion  for  all  lovely  forms. 
Thy  memory  be  as  a  dwelling  place 
For  all  sweet  sounds  and  harmonies." 

All  this  is  beyond  no  capacity — it  is  within  every  sphere.  There  is  no 
ear  so  dull  but  that,  if  it  give  heed,  it  may  hear  ''  the  still,  sad  music  of 
humanity," — ^no  eye  so  darkened  but  it  can  see,  if  it  will,  that  light  which 
comes  from  beyond  the  farthest  star.  And,  amid  all  the  doubts  and  sor- 
rows which  darken  our  human  liie,  there  shines  a  Sun  which  can  span  our 
very  tear-drops  with  rainbows,  upon  which  our  souls  can  pass  at  will  from 
their  mortal  habitation  to  their  Creator's  dwelling-place. 


**  We  should,  methinks,  learn  goodness ,  were  it  for  nothing  else  than 
that  we  might  learn  in  some  tolerable  manner  how  to  praise.  For  the 
praise  of  goodness  ^m  an  unsound,  hollow  heart,  must  certainly  make 
the  greatest  dissonance  in  the  world." 


**  He  who  freely  magnifies  what  hath  been  nobly  done,  and  fears  not  to 
declare  freely  what  might  have  been  done  better,  gives  ye  the  best  cove- 
nant of  his  fidelity,  and  that  his  loyalest  affection  and  hope  waits  on  your 
proceeding." 


88  Pm  Growing  (M.  [Angoflt, 


I^3yt    Q-RCVSriN-Q-    OLD, 


BT  J.  G.   8AXE. 


My  days  pass  pleasantly  away; 

My  nights  are  blest  with  sweetest  sleep ; 
I  feel  no  symptoms  of  decay ; 

I  have  no  cause  to  mourn  nor  weep; 
My  foes  are  impotent  and  shy; 

My  friends  are  neither  false  nor  cold; 
And  yet  of  late,  I  often  si^h — 
«  I'm  growing  old! 

My  growing  talk  of  olden  times, 
My  growmg  thirst  for  early  news, 

My  growing  apathy  to  rhymes, 
My  growme  love  of  easy  shoes, 

My  growine  hate  of  crowds  and  noise, 
My  ^wing  fear  of  taking  cold, 

All  whisper  in  the  plainest  voice, 

I'm  growing  old! 

'm  growing  fonder  of  my  staff; 
I'm  growing  dimmer  in  the  eves; 
'm  growing  fainter  in  my  lan^h; 
I'm  growing  deeper  in  my  sighs; 
'm  growing  careless  of  my  dress ; 
I'm  growing  frugal  of  my  gold; 
'm  growing  wise  ;  I  'm  growing-*yes— 

I'm  growing  old! 

see  it  in  my  changing  taste ; 

I  see  it  in  my  changing  hair; 

see  it  in  my  growing  waist; 

I  see  it  in  my  growmg  heir; 
A  thousand  signs  proclaim  the  truth. 

As  plain  as  truth  was  ever  told, 
That  even  in  my  vaunted  youth, 

I'm  growing  old! 

Ah  me!— -my  very  laurels  breathe 
The  tale  in  my  reluctant  ears. 

And  every  boon  the  Hours  bequeath 
But  makes  me  debtor  to  the  Years ! 

E'en  Flattery's  honeyed  words  declare 
The  secret  she  would  fain  withhold, 

And  tell  me  in  "  How  young  you  are !" 

I'm  growing  old! 

Thanks  for  the  years ! — whose  rapid  flight 
Afy  sombre  muse  too  sadly  sings; 

Thanks  for  the  gleams  of  eolden  li^t 
That  tint  the  darkness  or  their  wings ; 

The  Ught  that  beams  from  out  the  sky. 
Those  heavenly  mansions  to  unfold, 

Where  all  are  blest,  and  none  may  sigh, 

"  I  'm  growing  old ! '" 
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SXCSXUPTS   BTROIM   KJBL^X>ING^. 


"  When  a  man's  fimcy  gets  oitride  on  his  reason,  when  imagmation  is 
at  cuffs  with  his  senses,  and  common  understanding  as  well  as  common 
sense  is  kicked  out  of  doors ;  the  first  proselyte  he  makes  is  himself;  and 
when  that  is  once  compassed,  the  difficulty  is  not  so  great  in  bringing  oyer 
others ;  a  strong  delusion  always  operating  from  without  as  from  within. 
.For  cant  and  vision  are  to  the  eye  and  ear  the  same  that  tickling  is  to  the 
touch.  Those  entertainments  and  pleasures  we  most  value  in  life,  are  such 
as  dupe  and  play  the  wag  with  the  senses."  * 

'*  There  is  more  of  innocent  delusion  than  of  voluntary  imposture  in 
the  world ;  they  who  have  most  imposed  upon  mankind  have  been  happy 
in  a  certain  faculty  of  first  imposing  upon  themselves  ;  by  which  they  have 
a  kind  of  salvo  for  their  consciences,  and  are  so  much  the  more  successfiil, 
as  they  can  act  their  part  naturally  and  to  the  life." 

*'  A  rational  voluptuary  adheres  with  invariable  respect  to  the  temperate 
dictates  of  nature,  and  improves  the  gratification  of  sense  by  social  inter- 
course, endearing  connexions,  and  the  soft  coloring  of  the  taste  and  imag- 
ination." 


Cadsar  said,  when  about  to  go  to  Lusitania,  that  he  needed  150  mil- 
lions of  Boman  money  to  he  worth  nothing, 

'*  Dame  Oura^  by  chance,  went  over  a  brook,  and  taking  up  some  of 
the  dirty  slime  made  an  image  of  it ;  Jupiter  eftsoons  coming  by,  put 
life  to  it,  but  Cura  and  Jupiter  could  not  agree  what  name  to  give  it,  or 
who  should  own  him ;  the  matter  was  referred  to  Saturn  as  judge,  he  gave 
this  arbitrament :  his  name  shall  be  Homo  (a  man)  ab  humo  (the  soil)  ; 
Cura  (care)  shall  have  him  whilst  he  lives,  Jupiter  his  soul,  and  Tellus 
(the  earth)  his  body  when  he  dies." 

'*  ^neas  Sylvius  sets  down  three  special  ways  to  find  a  fool  by.  He 
is  a  fool  that  seeks  that  he  cannot  find :  ne  is  a  fool  that  seeks  that  which, 
being  found,  will  do  him  more  harm  than  good  :  he  is  a  fool,  that  having 
variety  of  ways  to  bring  him  to  his  journey's  end,  takes  that  which  is 
worst.  If  so,  methinks  most  men  are  fools ;  examine  their  courses,  and 
you  shall  soon  perceive  what  dizzards  and  madmen  the  major  part  are." 

"  Ink  is  the  great  missive  weapon  in  all  battles  of  the  learned,  which 
conveyed  through  a  sort  of  engine  called  a  QuiU,  infinite  numbers  of  these 
are  darted  at  the  enemy  by  the  valiant  on  each  side,  with  equal  skill  and 
violence,  as  though  it  were  an  engagement  of  porcupines.  This  malig- 
nant liquor,  was  compounded  by  the  engineer  who  invented  it  of  Gail 
and  Copperas,  by  its  bitterness  and  venom  to  suit  in  some  degree  as  well 
as  to  foment  the  genius  of  the  combatants J*^ 
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**  Death !  'T  is  an  inevitable  chance,  the  first  Statute  in  Magna  Gharta, 
an  eyerlasting  act  of  Parliament" 

"  It  is  an  advantage  to  all  narrow  wisdom  and  narrow  morals,  that  their 
maxims  have  a  plausible  air ;  and  on  a  cursorr  view  appear  equal  to  fini 
principles.  They  are  light  and  portable.  They  are  as  current  as  copper 
coin,  and  about  as  valuiA)le.  They  serve  equally  the  first  capacities  and 
the  lowest ;  and  they  are,  at  least,  as  useful  to  the  worst  men  as  the  best. 
Of  this  stamp  is  the  cant  of  Not  men,  but  mecuures  :  a  sort  of  charm  by 
which  many  people  get  loose  from  every  honorable  engagement." 

''  Whenever  the  spirit  of  fenaticism,  at  once  so  credulous  and  so  crafly, 
has  insinuated  itself  into  a  noble  mind,  it  insensibly  corrodes  the  vital 
principles  of  virtue  and  veracity." 

The  Boston  Courier  gives  the  following  spicy  summary  of  woman,  as 
analyzed  by  Michelet  in  his  new  book : 

"  A  pair  of  rosy  lips  is  chiefly  significant  as  the  natural  barrier  of  a  set 
of  bones  which  are  in  constant  need  of  the  artist's  care ;  and  the  husband's 
kiss  must  be  bestowed  with  caution,  lest,  perhaps,  some  disorder  incident 
to  the  feeding  of  very  small  children  may  render  it  unpleasant  or  painful. 
A  beautiful  woman  is  a  bundle  of  feminine  diseases,  combined  in  mysteri- 
ous complication  beneath  a  fair  exterior.  Her  progress  firom  in&ncy  to 
maturity  is  described  as  a  jockey  describes  the  growth  of  a  horse.  She 
is  an  animal  of  fine  texture,  which,  though  gifted  with  speech,  usually 
remains  silent,  uncomplaining,  sufl^ring,  in  the  presence  of  that  great, 
rough,  coarse,  tyrannical  creature,  man,  who  uses  her  to  abuse  her,  and 
then  throws  her  away  like  a  squeezed  orange." 

**  Men  have  executed  great,  and  curious,  and  beautiful  works  before 
they  had  a  scientific  insight  into  the  principles  on  which  the  success  of 
their  labors  was  founded.  There  were  good  artificers  in  brass  and  iron 
before  the  principles  of  the  chemistry  of  metals  were  known  ;  there  was 
wine  among  men  before  there  was  a  philosophy  of  vinous  fermentation ; 
there  were  mighty  masses  raised  into  the  air,  cydopean  waUs  and  crom- 
lechs, obelisks  and  pyramids — probably  gigantic  Doric  pillars  and  entabla- 
tures— ^before  there  was  a  theory  of  the  mechanical  powers.  The  earlier 
generations  did ;  the  later  explained  that  it  had  been  possible  to  do.  Art 
was  the  mother  of  Science :  the  vigorous  and  comely  mother  of  a  daughter 
of  far  loftier  and  serener  beauty.  And  as  it  had  been  in  the  period  of 
scientific  activity  in  the  ancient  world,  so  was  it  again  in  the  modem  period 
in  which  Science  began  her  later  growth.  The  middle  ages  produoed  or 
improved  a  vast  body  of  arts.  Parchment  and  paper,  printing  and 
engraving,  glass  and  steel,  compass  and  gunpowder,  clocks  and  watches, 
microscopes  and  telescopes,  not  to  speak  of  Uie  marvels  of  architecture, 
sculpture,  and  painting,  all  had  their  origin  and  progress,  while  the  sci- 
ences of  recent  times  were  in  their  cradle  or  were  unborn.  The  dawn  of 
the  sixteenth  century  presented,  as  it  were,  a  Great  Exhibition  of  the 
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works  which  men  had  been  producing  from  the  time  of  the  downfall  of 
Roman  civilization  and  BkilL  There,  too,  might  be  seen,  by  him  who 
travelled  from  land  to  land,  beaatifhl  teztores,  beautiful  vessels  of  gold 
and  bronze,  of  porcelain  and  glass,  wonderfrd  machines,  mighty  fabrics ; 
and  from  that  time,  stimulated  by  the  sight  of  such  a  mass  of  the  works 
of  human  skill, — stimulated  still  more  by  the  natural  working  of  those 
powers  of  man  from  which  such  skill  had  arisen, — ^men  were  led  to  seek 
for  science  as  well  as  art ;  for  science  as  the  natural  complement  of  art, 
and  fulfilment  of  the  thoughts  and  hopes  which  art  excites ; — for  science 
as  the  fully  developed  blossom,  of  which  art  is  the  wonderfully  involved 
bud.  Stimulated  by  such  influences,  the  scientific  tendencies  of  modem 
Europe  took  their  starting  impulse  from  the  Oreat  Exhibition  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  middle  age^  which  had  accumulated  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury ;  and  have  ever  since  been  working  onwards,  with  ever-increasing 
vigor,  and  in  an  ever-expanding  sphere." 


Toa  kissed  me  I    My  head  had  droop'd  low  on  year  breast. 
With  a  feeling  of  shelter  and  infinite  rest, 
While  the  holy  emotion  my  tongue  dared  not  speak, 
Flashed  ap  like  a  flame  from  my  heart  to  my  cheek ; 
Your  arms  held  me  fast— oh !  your  arms  were  so  bold — 
Heart  beat  against  heart,  in  their  passionate  hold. 
Yonr  glances  seemed  drawing  my  sonl  through  my  eyes, 
As  the  sun  draws  the  mist  from  the  sea  to  the  skies, 
And  your  lips  clung  to  mine,  till  I  prayed  in  my  bliss, 
They  might  never  unclasp  from  that  rapturous  kiss  1 

Yon  kissed  me !    My  heart,  and  my  breath,  and  my  will, 

In  delirious  joy,  for  the  moment,  stood  still ; 

Life  had  for  me,  then,  no  temptations,  no  charms. 

No  vista  of  pleasure,  outside  of  your  arms, 

And  were  I,  this  instant,  an  angel  possessed 

Of  the  glory  and  peace  that  are  given  to  the  blest, 

I  would  fling  my  white  robes  unrepiningly  down, 

And  tear  from  my  forehead  its  beautiful  crown. 

To  nestle  once  more  in  that  haven  of  rest. 

With  your  lips  upon  mine,  and  my  head  on  yonr  breast 

You  kissed  me  1    My  soul,  in  a  bliss  so  divine, 

Reei'd  and  swoon'd,  like  a  foolish  man,  drunken  with  wine, 

And  I  thought 't  were  delicious  to  die  then,  if  deadi 

Would  come  while  my  mouth  was  yet  moist  with  your  breath- 

'T  were  delicious  to  die,  if  my  heart  might  grow  cold 

With  your  arms  wrapt  around  me,  in  passionate  fold. 

And  tnese  are  the  questions  I  ask,  day  and  night, 

Must  my  life  taste  out  one  such  exquisite  delight  ? 

Would  you  care  if  your  breast  were  my  shelter,  as  then  ? 

And  if  you  were  here,  would  you  kiss  me  again  ? 


"  Now  I  know  to  be  true,  what  I  have  long  believed,  that  soul  may 
recognize  soul,  even  before  they  meet  in  bodily  form ;  that  souls  separated 
by  a  thousand  barriers  yet  act  and  react  upon  each  other ;  that  beings  who 
seem  far  distant  from  us,  sometimes  exert  a  deeper  iitfluenoe  over  our 
lives  than  the  companions  who  walk  by  our  side." 
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''  Love,  0  jouDg  men,  and  revere  Ideas !  Ideas  are  the  words  of  Ood. 
Superior  to  sJl  of  country,  superior  to  Humanity,  is  the  country  of  the 
Intellectual,  the  city  of  the  Spirit ;  in  which  the  believers,  in  the  inviola- 
bility of  Thought,  in  the  dignity  of  our  immortal  soul,  are  brothers. 
*****  Reverence  Enthusiasm !  Adore  the  dreams  of  the 
virgin  soul,  and  the  visions  of  the  first  .days  of  youth,  because  these  dreams 
of  earliest  youth  are  the  fragrance  of  paradise,  which  the  soul  retiuns  in 
issuing  from  the  hands  of  its  Creator.  Respect,  before  all  things,  your 
own  conscience ;  have  on  your  lips  that  truth  which  God  has  placed  in 
your  heart,  and  bear  ever  erect  your  banner,  and  boldly  promulgate  your 
fiiith." 


"  Wilt  thou  bring  me  treasures  firom  secret  mines?  What  are  they  to 
the  love  which  glows  in  a  mother's  heart  ?  Wilt  thou  bring  me  jewels, 
bright  gems  from  the  wave  ?  What  are  they  to  the  sympathetic  tears 
which  gleam  in  a  mother's  eye  ?  Wilt  thou  bring  me  strains  of  music 
from  the  spheres  ?  What  are  they  to  the  melody  that  dwells  in  the  tender 
tones  of  a  mother's  voice  ?  Mother,  with  the  golden  hair,  and  melting, 
liquid  eyes; — Mother,  who  givest  thy  youth  and  beauty  to  the  helpless 
and  fragile  being,  even  now  feeding  on  thy  loveUness; — young  and  beau- 
tiful Mother,  how  intensely  I  love  thee  1 

Mother,  with  the  thoughtfulness  of  maturity  on  thy  intellectual  brow ; 
with  the  intense  affection  beaming  from  thine  eyes,  heightened  and  hal- 
lowed by  pain,  while  the  firm  purpose  and  unwavering  principle  gives 
dignity  to  thy  charms :  0  mother,  to  whose  beauty  the  first  impress  of 
evanescence  has  lent  a  charm,  mournful  and  touching;  noble,  heroic 
mother,  I  adore  thee ! 

Mother,  with  the  silver  locks  and  snowy  kerchief,  with  the  mild  and 
holy  eyes ; — Mother,  with  the  words  of  wisdom  on  thy  lips,  and  Ood  in 
thy  heart; — Mother,  whose  spirit  seems  already  merging  into  that  of 
angel — hallowed  Mother,  I  bow  in  reverence  before  thy  tried  and  victori- 
ous excellence ! " 


" Beauty,  Good  and  Eoowledge,  are  three  sisters 

That  dote  apon  each  other,  friends  to  man. 
Living  togetner  under  the  same  roof, 
And  never  can  be  sundered  without  tears. 
And  he  that  shuts  Love  out,  in  turn  shall  be 
Shut  out  from  Love,  and  on  her  threshold  lie 
Howling  in  outer  darkness.    Not  for  this 
Was  common  clay  ta'en  from  the  common  earth, 
Moulded  by  God,  and  tempered  with  the  tears 
Of  angels  to  the  perfect  shape  of  man." 


*'  The  best  governments  are  always  subject  to  be  like  the  fairest  crystals, 
wherein  every  icicle  or  grain  is  seen,  which  in  a  fouler  stone  is  never 
perceived." 


'*  The  good  or  bad  events  which  fortune  brings  upon  us,  are  felt  accord- 
ing to  the  qualities  which  we  not  they  possess." 
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—  We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  coartesy  which  has  been  extended  to  us  by 
oar  contemporaries,  both  of  the  Masonic  and  secular  press.  The  lai^e  number  of 
favorable  notices  received  since  the  issue  of  our  Jnlv  No.,  encourages  us  to  believe 
that  the  Publisher  will  be  liberally  sustained  and  recompensed  for  the  very  consid- 
erable increase  of  expense  and  effort  which  he  has  undertaken.  As  heretofore 
promised,  every  exertion  will  be  put  forth  to  make  The  Ashljlb  worthy  of  its 
friends  and  worthy  of  the  Order. 

—  Any  Brother  having  spare  copies  of  the  Masonic  Addresses  of  the  Editor,  at 
either  Petersburg  or  Buchanan,  Mich.,  will  confer  a  personal  favor,  which  will  be 
fully  reciprocated  "  on  demand,"  by  forwarding  them  to  our  address. 

—  Two  or  three  of  our  oonfrere»f  we  regret  to  see,  are  having  a  controversy, 
which  is  beginning  to  assume  something  of  a  personal  character,  with  our  genial 
friend  Morris,  of  the  Voice  of  Masonry.  The  Abhlab  begs  the  Brothers  re- 
spectively to  remember  that  excessive  zeal,  even  in  a  right  cause,  sometimes  is 
hazardous.  We  had  a  prodigiously  hard  "bone  to  pick"  with  our  Kentucky 
Brother,  ourself,  with  reference  to  certain  action  of  his,  sorely  "  against  our  grain  " 
and  sense  of  justice,  in  the  General  Grand  Encampment  last  September,  but  we 
confess  that  the  good-natured  Eentuckian  out-witted  our  resentment,  by  his  per- 
sonal kindliness  of  heart.  We  have  been  obliged  to  bury  that  bone  out  of  sight — 
and,  although  a  couple  of  score  of  Sir  Knights  smarted  with  us  under  a  sense  of 
gross  injustice,  and  even  worse,  as  the  result,  we  jointly  agreed  to  draw  our  swords 
In  accordance  only  with  our  Knightly  vows,  and  crush  within  us  the  rising  senti- 
ment of  retaliation.  We  vote  here  and  elsewhere  for  harmony,  even  at  the  cost  of 
severe  sacrifice  of  feeling.  The  Abhlae  brings  down  the^  gavel,  and  commands 
the  peace ! 


—  Will  the  Brothers  in  the  city  see  to  it  that  we]  are  supplied  with  such  items 
of  information  as  will  enable  us  to  chronicle  theur  doings,  and  thus  record  their 
prosperity  ?  The  editor  would,  if  possible,  become  ubiquitous,  but  unfortunately, 
his  necessary  vocation,  incident  to  the  procurement  of  daily  bread,  renders  this 
impossible. 


—  We  acknowledge  with  pleasure  the  receipt  of  the  "  Canadian  Freemason," 
a  neat  monthly  in  quarto  form,  published  by  Bro.  Hill,  No.  2  Place  D'Armes, 
Montreal,  at  $1.00  per  annum.  Three  numbers  have  been  issued.  We  cordially 
welcome  it  to  our  exchange  list,  and  have  to  say  that  we  have  looked  over  its 
interesting  pages  with  great  pleasure.  Our  Canadian  Brothers  have  in  this  paper 
an  exponent  and  organ  which  they  ought  liberally  to  support.  We  have  marked 
some  of  its  paragraphs  for  future  use.  The  restoration  of  harmony  in  the  great 
jurisdiction  of  Canada,  has  been  accompanied  by  a  corresponding  degree  of  large 
prosperity  in  the  Lodges. 
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—  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  matters  of  difference  between  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  England  and  Maine,  growing  oat  of  the  infringement  npon  the  territory  of  the 
latter  bj  one  or  more  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  Province  of  New.Bmnswick,  have 
not,  as  yet,  been  arranged. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Barl  of  Zetland,  M.  W.  G.  M.  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, astonishes  Ths  Abhlab,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  bj  asserting 
the  remarkable  fact,  **  that  he  has  no  power  as  Grand  Master,  nor  does  he  think  it 
desirable  that  he  should  have  power  under  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  to  dictate  to  subordinate  Lodges  any  rule  as  to  the  place  of  residence  of 
those  whom  they  shall  initiate  into  Masonry."  At  the  same  time  the  M.  W.  strongly 
recommends  to  his  subordinate  "  to  abstain  from  any  act  which  may  give  um- 
brage to  their  Brethren  of  the  State  of  Maine,  and  he  has  strongly  impressed  upon 
them  that  if  any  arrangement  is  made  with  a  Lodge  under  another  jurisdiction,  not 
to  initiate  persons  residing  across  the  borders,  that  such  stipulations  should  be 
faithfully  carried  out  The  M.  W.  G.  M.  having  an  earnest  desire  to  proinote  har- 
mony among  the  Brethren  of  all  degrees  in  Masonry,  will  willingly  give  his  sanc- 
tion to  any  such  private  arrangement,  but  he  has  no  further  power." 

It  appears  that  no  attention  is  paid  to  the  place  of  residence  of  candidates  by  sub- 
ordinates of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Each  Lodge 
judges  of  the  qualifications  of  applicants  as  it  pleases. 

Although  we  regret  the  unpleasant  position  in  which  this  places  our  Maine  Broth- 
en,  we  do  not  see  how  the  difficulty  can  be  remedied,  except  by  a  new  regulation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  local  regulations  which  have  been  veiy# 
generally  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country,  have  been  necessitated  by 
our  peculiar  relation  as  a  family  of  States.  The  grand  object  sought  is  that 
none  but  "  good  men  and  true  "  should  be  made  Masons.  But  the  universal  Yan- 
kee nation  delights  to  do  all  things  at  railroad  speed.  The  tendency  is  to  make 
Masons  **  at  sight."  To  counteract  this  proclivity,  our  Grand  Lodges  agree  to 
certain  restrictions,  this  among  others — ^not  to  initiate  candidates  from  other  juris- 
dictions unless  express  permission  be  granted.  Most  of  the  Grand  Lodges,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  require  a  certain  definite  period  of  civil  residence.  This,  under  the 
circumstances,  is  eminently  just  and  politic.  But  observe  the  cardinal  principle  at 
the  bottom  of  it  all  is,  to  secure  the  best  possible  acquaintance  with  the  character 
of  the  applicant  If  this  local  regulation  is  not  found  necessary  by  the  Gnmd 
Lodge  of  England,  we  do  not  see  why  they  can  be  censured  for  not  having  estab- 
lished it.  It  occurs  to  Thb  Ashljlb  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  have  the 
Masonic  right  to  complain  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England — ^not  for  the  absence  of 
this  local  regulation,  but  of  the  fact  that  one  of  their  provincial  subordinates, 
"  Union  Lodge  No.  866,  located  at  St  Stephens,  New  Brunswick,"  had  initiated 
candidates  from  within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  subordinate  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine,  "  in  violation  of  an  express  agreement  of  the  two  Lodges."  This  itself 
is  a  charge  of  sufficient  gravity  to  warrant  discipline  of  the  offending  Lodge.  A 
Masonic  Lodge  has  no  more  right  to  violate  its  express  engagements  than  has  an 
individual  Mason. 

In  the  opinion  of  Thb  Abhlab,  the  Mason  or  Masonic  Lodge  which  violates 
agreements  or  neglects  usual  Masonic  comity  or  courtesy,  is  as  amenable  to  disci- 
pline as  though  they  had  violated  the  decalogue. 

The  most  amusing  part  of  the  thing,  is  the  cavalier  tone  in  which  the  English 
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G.  M.  treats  an  alliuion  to  the  "  UDivenal  Masonic  Congress  at  Paris."  The 
authority  and  opinions  of  that  yerj  respectable  nonentity,  are  given  the  '*  go-by/' 
as  briefly  as  onr  Grand  Lodges  have  given  permission  to  the  "  N.  A.  Masonic 
Congress  "  to  depart,  and  occupy  itself  elsewhere. 

It  does  not  appear  to  admit  of  a  doubt  that  the  whole  difficulty  will  soon  be  ami- 
cably adjusted.  It  is  wholly  unnecessary  that  sister  Grand  Lodges  should  be 
appealed  to  or  involved. 


—  When  the  ancient  Egyptians  were  reduced  to  extreme  want  of  money,  it  was  no 
unusual  custom  for  them  to  pledge  the  mummies  of  their  parents  as  "  collaterals  " 
to  the  brokers  of  the  time.  What  an  enormous  dead  house  would  have  to  be  built 
in  the  rear  of  Geo.  Smith  &  Co.'s  Bank,  if  that  kind  of  security  would  be  taken 
here  in  Chicago ! 


—  Bro.  Thomson,  known  to  the  "  outside  barbarians  "  by  his  funny  turn  de  plume 
"  Doesticks,"  has  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  his  side-ehaking,  blues-dispelling  trav- 
esty of  the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  recently  put  on  the  stage  in  N.  Y.  City.  We 
hope  that  McVicker  will  help  the  metropolis  of  the  North-West  in  shaking  off  the 
mental  debris  of  the  panic  of  '57,  by  putting  this  quaint  melange  of  puns,  incongrui- 
ties, startling  paradoxes,  and  ineffable  waggeries,  upon  the  Chicago  boards.  When 
he  does, — ^we  '11  be  there. 

By  the  by,  this  very  much  be-criticised,  and  yet  everywhere  laughter-provoking 
genius,  is  possessed  of  infinite  versatility  of  talent.  His  more  general  notoriety  is 
due  to  the  rollicking  hits  at  life  and  snobbery,  perpetrated  as  "  Doesticks  " — but 
we  happen  to  know  that  many  an  owl-visaged  critic  who  has  refused  to  "  Doe- 
sticks  "  a  single  bone  of  approval,  has  lavished  pages  of  euloginm  upon  other, 
but  anonymous,  productions  of  a  graver  cast,,  from  the  same  mind.  Brother 
Thomson,  in  addition  to  his  quick  perception  of  the  humorous,  the  comic  and  the 
grotesque,  has  a  vivid  and  delicate  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  and  the  true, 
wherever  found.  Always  he  despises  the  mean  and  the  false,  as  ever  should  the 
true  man  and  the  model  Mason. 


—  Much  evil,  we  fear,  is  being  effected  by  too  strenuous  and  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  local  regulations,  quite  recently  adopted  by  several  of  the  Grand  Lodges, 
with  reference  to  non-affiliants.  A  case  in  point  has  been  lately  narrated  to  us. 
A  Brother,  in  good  standing,  and  every  way  worthy,  was  dimitted  from  his  Lodge, 
and  removed  to  a  distant  State.  Owing  to  pecuniary  embarrassment,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  more  than  barely  support  his  family,  not  leaving  him  a  single 
dollar  to  spare  for  any  other  purpose,  even  after  practicing  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Nevertheless  he  intended  to  apply  as  soon  as  his  circumstances  would  permit  Un- 
der this  state  of  facts  he  was  suddenly  summoned  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  he 
should  not  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  A  professional  engagement, 
which  admitted  of  no  delay,  prevented  his  attendance  at  the  time  specified.  Suppos- 
ing that  he  would  have  further  notice  if  the  matter  was  prosecuted,  the  whole  subject 
passed  from  his  mind,  until  he  saw  his  name  published  in  tbe  Grand  Lodge  Pro- 
ceedings as  having  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues.  We  can  almost  pardon 
this  high  minded,  honorable  gentleman  (for  we  know  him  to  be  such,)  for  saying  as 
he  did :  "  If  this  be  Masonry,  I  '11  none  of  it."  "  I  never,"  says  he,  "  took  any  obli- 
gation in  Masonry  which  required  me  to  pay  dues  to  a  Lodge  to  which  I  did  not 


96  Edittyr's  Table.  [August, 

belong,  and  I  find  no  warrant  for  snch  high-handed  proceedings  in  the  Constitn- 
tions  or  General  Regulations.  I  have  violated  no  obligation  that  I  eyer  took 
npon  myself  in  Masonry,  and  how,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  can  I  be  disci- 
plined for  non-performance  of  that  to  which  I  never  agreed,  and  that,  too,  expaxit 
and  unheard ! " 

The  Ashlab  has  seyeral  objections  to  the  course  taken  in  this  by  no  means 
unparalleled  case. 

Fint,  No  Brother  should  be  disciplined  without  trial,  and  every  care  should  be 
taken  that  of  this  trial  he  has  due  notice,  and  never  should  a  "  snap  judgment," 
through  any  technicality,  be  permitted. 

Second,  A  local  regulation  can  only  bind  those  Brothers  who  have  voluntarily 
become  subject  to  the  local  law.  A  non-affiliant  is  only  subject  to  his  Mouome 
obligations  and  the  universal  laws  of  Masonry.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Mason  to  sub- 
mit to  the  By-Laws  of  the  Lodge  of  which  he  may  become  a  member,  and,  of 
course,  to  the  authority  and  ordinances  of  the  Grand  Lodge  under  which  his  Lodge 
works.  But  if  voluntarily,  or  from  any  other  cause,  he  remains  unaffiliated,  he  is 
subject  only  to  the  universalities  of  Masonry,  and  can  only  be  disciplined  for  viola- 
tion of  these.    This  we  deem  a  fundamental  principle. 

ITiird.  It  is  an  unmasonic  hardship  to  compel  Brothers  to  become  connected 
with  or  pay  tribute  to  a  particular  Lodge,  or  else  suffer  penalties.  Supposing  that 
a  Brother  is  confident  that  his  petition  will  meet  with  the  black-ball  from  one  or 
more  members  of  the  Lodge,  is  he  to  be  compelled  to  risk  the  Implied  dishonor  of 
a  rejection  ?  Or  is  it  just  to  force  payment  of  dues,  when  Lodge  privileges  are 
thus  denied? 

The  present  writer  regrets  that  whilst  recently  occupying  a  responsible  position 
in  the  Fraternity,  he  was  obliged  to  insist  upon  carrying  out  the  Grand  Lodge 
regulation,  but  the  evil  resulting  was  found,  practically,  largely  to  preponderate. 

It  would  certainly  be  more  creditable  to  the  Institution,  to  leave  Masonic  affilia- 
tion wholly  a  voluntary  matter.  The  attempt  to  enforce  it  is,  in  the  lai^  propor- 
tion of  instances,  practically  neglected,  or  too  often  employed  as  a  means  of 
gratifying  private  resentment  or  spleen. 

The  most  obvious  method  of  attaching  non-affiliants  to  the  Lodges  seems  to  be 
the  permission,  by  regulation,  of  a  retired  list  of  membership  not  required  to  pay 
dues.  A  long  and  active  membership  might  be  honored  by  election  to  this,  or 
worthy  Brothers  of  limited  means  might  be  placed  upon  it.  One  objection  urged 
against  this  plan  is,  that  Grand  Lodge  dues  have  to  be  paid  for  such  members-Hhe 
remedy  is  patent,  let  the  Grand  Lodge  make  a  regulation  to  meet  the  case. 

It  is  clear  that  something  ought  to  be  done.  We  do  not,  in  the  foregoing,  wish 
to  be  considered  as  excusing  tnezcuso^^  non-affiliation,  but  as  remonstrating  against 
a  method  of  treating  it  too  harsh  for  general  application. 


—  Another  sensation  is  on  the  tapis.  Observing  the  immense  power  of  the  new 
pumps  for  feeding  the  canal  at  Bridgeport  the  other  day,  and  which  are  said  to  be 
capable  of  pumping  the  Chicago  river  dry  in  twenty-four  hours — a  Bridgeport 
speculator  proposes  to  have  the  canal  excavated  to  ship  proportions,  then  to  pump 
out  Lake  Michigan  through  this  new  chanjael  into  the  Mississippi,  thus  leaving 
Chicago  high  and  dry,  and  establishing  Bridgeport  as  a  new  and  permanent  port 
of  entry.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  comer  lots  and  water  fronts  in  Bridgeport 
have  riz. 
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—  Gontraxy  to  onr  asnal  cnfitom,  we  giye  place  to  an  advertiaement  here.  The 
immense  onmber  interested,  and  the  tremendous  outside  pressure  exerted  upon  us, 
must  excuse  the  chair  for  giving  way. 

**  PABTKBBSHIP  HOTIOX  1 
"  WIUEPULL,  8HABP  *  BUKGOMB, 

"  Political  Jobbers  and  0£Boe  Brokers.  Cancnsses  and  conventions  packed. 
Nominations  secured.  Comfortable  stalls  at  the  public  rack  purchased.  Rival 
aspirants  killed.  Public  newspapers  controlled  or  bought  up.  Popular  opinion 
on  all  subjects  moulded,  and  shown  how  to  express  itself  1  &c.,  &c.,  &c.  Terms 
reasonable.  All  communications  (accompanied  bj  a  sufficient  fee,)  strictly 
confidential." 

We  can  assure  all  interested  that  the  above  firm  will  continue  the  successful  prac- 
tice of  the  business  mentioned,  hereafter  as  heretofore.  All  persons  having  politi- 
cal axes  to  grind,  had  better  apply  soon,  as  there  is  a  rush  of  business  upon  the 
office. 


—  Byron  wanted  a  hero,  and  Garlyle  everywhere  insists  that  this  is  the  great 
want  of  the  time.  Wherever  the  time  has  its  true  Hero,  the  world  moves  and  the 
race  ascends  to  a  higher  level.  But  in  our  times,  another  want  has  replaced  this  in 
popular  estimation.  The  truly  cosmopolitan  "  aching  void  "  now  is  for  a  sensation. 
Nothing  comes  amiss  which  will  afibrd  the  required  titillation  to  the  ruling  sensi- 
tory  nerve.  We  read  with  wonder  mingled  with  scepticism,  of  the  almost  infinite 
variety  of  dishes  which  Roman  cooks  invented  to  awaken  the  palled  appetites  of 
their  epicures.  The  cuisine  of  Heliogabalns  and  Lucnllns  shames  the  feeble  imita* 
tions  of  even  French  artists  of  the  spit  and  gridiron.  But  all  this  has  passed 
away  as  a  great  ruling  passion.  The  world  has  become  more  recherche  in  its  appe- 
tencies. Professionally  speaking,  the  Archeus  or  central  principle  of  life,  which 
old  hypothesis  located  upon  the  stomach  as  its  throne,  has  abdicated  its  gastric  hon- 
ors, and  usurped  the  empire  of  the  ganglia  of  sight  and  hearing.  We  fear  the 
oi^ns  above  are  still  torpid.  Now  it  is  the  Crimean  war,  then  an  Atlantic  cable ; 
now  Kansas,  and  then  the  Japanese ;  now  John  Brown,  and  then  Mary  Ann  Boker ; 
now  Garibaldi  and  Bomba,  and  then  Heenan  and  Sayers ;  now  Charleston,  then 
Chicago;  now  Baltimore,  and  then  the  Great  Eastern;  now  a  sermon  from 
Beecher,  and  then  a  song  from  Patti  or  Piccolomini ;  now  the  Iowa  tornado,  and 
then  Sands'  Pale  Ale;  now  Lord  Renfrew  (nee  Prince  of  Wales),  and  then  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes'  Anatomy  of  Drugs — Heaven,  help  us !  how  the  catalogue  grows 
longitudinally  under  the  pen !  We  give  the  list  the  coup  de  grace,  by  sajing,  as 
the  auctioneers  are  wont  to  say  of  their  w&res,  "  with  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of 
divers  and  sundries  too  numerous  to  mention." 

It  matters  but  little  which,  for  the  time  being,  touches  the  nerve,  the  sensation 
seems  fully  as  exquisite  and  powerful  in  the  one  case  as  the  other,  and  withal 
equally  as  transient  in  every  instance.  If  it  had  survived  a  fortnight,  the  Atlantic 
cable  would  have  been  unanimously  voted  out  of  sight  under  water.  About  the 
same  time  extinguished  the  Japanese.  Previous  to  each  of  the  great  political  con- 
ventions, the  whole  nation  was  agog  and  half  frantic  with  excitement.  They 
came,  they  squabbled,  they  nominated,  they  departed — and  already  the  sensation  is 
exhausted,  and  we  have  yet  to  see  the  reader  who  does  n't,  from  his  inmost  soul  of 
vexation,  say:  *'  a  plague  on  all  your  houses ! "    Chicago  alone  ran  the  Tornado 
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into  the  groand/'  with  remarkable  breyitjr ;  and  New  York  has  already  rebelled 
against  the  single  dollar  for  the  chance  of  a  descent  into  the  bowels  of  the  over- 
grown floating  monstrosity,  which  has  devoured  more  **  young  kine"  than  the  lean 
cattle  *'  we  read  of"  in  Pharaoh's  time^  and  yet  remains  marrellonsly  skauof  in  its 
garniture.  "  Wanted,  a  sensation/'  is  advertised  upon  all  the  newspapers,  and 
declaimed  from  pulpits  and  stumps.  Yon  will  see  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  next 
man  yon  meet,  and  written  all  over  the  lack-lustre  visage  of  the  lounger  upon  the 
street  comer. 

By  excessive  novelty-mongering,  and  unhealthy  mental  stimulation,  onr  over- 
taxed faculties  are  fast  passing  into  incurable  paralysis.  It  will  soon  be  too  late 
even  for  Strychnine  to  call  them  to  life  again. 


•—  One  item  of  the  Frenchman's  dream  about  going  to  Tartarus,  which  all  have 
read,  he  never  publicly  disclosed.  Lately  he  made  us  his  confidant.  It  seems  his 
sooty  Majesty  sent  word  back  from  the  Stygian  regions  by  the  dreamer,  to 
Dr.  D — J  a  seceding  Mason  now  living  not  a  thousand  miles  from  the  line  of  the 
M.  C.  R.  B.,  that  he  (the  Dr.)  need  not  apply  for  admission  to  that  institution,  for, 
ncd  having  an^f  soul  to  bum,  he  could  n't  be  provided  with  a  chair  there. 


—  Bro. ,  why  will  you  persist  in  bringing  that  long  &ce  of  yours,  writ- 
ten all  over  with  business  .cares,  or  knotted  up  by  the  harsh  struggles  of  out-door 
life,  into  the  little  parlor  at  home  ?  Cannot  you  allow  one  tiny  oasis  of  pleasant- 
ness in  the  arid  desert  of  your  life  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  the  shadows  gather  around 
you  amid  the  perplexities  and  annoyances  of  the  street,  the  shop  or  the  farm, 
without  being  at  the  pains  to  bring  them  home — ^as  Bunyan's  Pilgrim  everywhere 
lugs  his  pack  1  Your  wife  should  no  more  be  called  upon  to  help  you  carry  your 
business  anxieties,  than  to  wear  your — inexpressibles.  If  she  persists  in  doing 
either — God  help  you !  We  know  of  no  other  relief.  Scrape  off  care  and  anxiety 
at  the  door-step,  as  you  do  the  mud  from  your  shoes. 

Is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  the  desperate  efforts  which  the  women  of  our 
day  are  putting  forth  to  occupy  larger  spheres  of  effort,  although  perhaps  well 
meant,  are,  in  fact,  driving  still  further  from  the  hearth-stone  the  quiet  Happiness 
which  should  ever  there  be  enthroned  ?  When  business,  business,  business,  is  the 
perpetual  theme  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  and  the  quick-moving  engine  of  speech 
which  woman  has  at  her  command,  takes  hold  upon  the  topic — we  do  not  know 
but  that  divers  expenses  may  be  curtailed,  careful  bargains  perfected,  and  rash 
speculations  avoided,  but  we  fervently  believe  that  there  will  ever  be  found  a  loss 
of  domestic  happiness,  which  will  cause  the  deficit  side  of  the  general  ledger 
immensely  to  preponderate. 


—  In  the  goodly  little  city  of ,  "  with  its  Acropolis  crowned  with  another 

Parthenon,"  live  M.  and  D. ;  the  first,  a  well  known  and  highly  popular  merchant, 
and  extensive  land  owner,  the  second,  a  distinguished  and  deeply  read  lawyer,  and 
(corporeally)  ponderous  joker.  YiBiting  together  one  day  a  farm  which  they  owned 
in  common,  their  tenant  was  so  peculiarly  obliging  that,  as  they  were  about  leaving, 
M.  whispered  to  D.  to  acknowledge  the  favor  by  tipping  him  a  "  smile  "  from  a  pri- 
vate bottle  of  particularly  excellent  Gogniac,  which  D.  carried  in  his  capacious 
pocket.  "  0,  no  \  0,  no  1 "  says  D.,  "  it  wo  n't  do  for  the  man  to  know  that  he 's 
got  drinking  landlords,— <uui  besides,  there  isn't  but  a  little  Ufl" 
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—  The  grare  exhortations  and  laj  sermons  on  life  and  condnct,  which  about 
three-fourths  of  the  orators  elect  deem  it  necessary  to  free  themselves  of  in  the  gnise 
of  Foarth  of  July  orations,  St.  John's  day  speeches,  &c.,  &c»  several  notable  speci- 
mens of  which  hare  recently  come  to  oar  notice,  bring  forcibly  to  oar  recollection 
the  case  of  a  grave  deacon  *'  way  down  in  Yermont,"  who,  daring  a  similar  "  de- 
liverance," was  broaght  np  with  a  roand  tarn.  It  happened  that  a  "  revival  **  was 
in  progress  in  the  ancient  village  of  M.  Among  others,  the  deacon  felt  called 
upon  to  get  rid  of  snndry  hortatory  remarks.  Vividly  did  he  depict  the  various 
Christian  graces,  but  waxed  especially  fervent  over  the  duty  of  all  favored  with 
a  store  of  this  world's  goods  to  remember  the  poor  during  the  present  inclem- 
ent season.  His  pathetic  words  called  tears  to  sympathizing  eyes,  and  when  he 
sat  down,  it  seemed  as  though  the  meetiDg  should  have  been  closed  immediately 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  the  audience  to  go  away  and  divide  with  the  suffering 
at  once.  At  this  moment,  all  ears  were  attracted  by  tbe  voice  of  one  of  the  sis- 
ters, a  spinster,  upon  the  shady  side  of  forty,  whose  sharp  accents  were  elevated  some 
notes  above  their  usual  pitch.  **  She  reckoned  that  charity  begins  tu  hum,  and  she 
was  glad,  for  her  part,  that  Deacon  — — —  felt  as  he  did,  for  she  knew  a  widder  with 
five  children,  a  neighbor  of  her'n,  that  he  owed  a  load  of  wood  for  washin',  and, 
although  he  'd  kep  promisin'  all  winter,  she  could  n't  get  a  stick  to  save  her  souL" 
That  deacon  never  forgot  that  sermon,  we  assure  you !  The  next  morning  "  might 
have  been  seen  "  a  deacon  with  a  generous  load  of  "  beech  and  maple  "  (the  wood, 
not  the  deacon,)  sawed,  split,  delivered  and  piled  up  at  the  widow's  door !  Gentle 
reader^  if  thou  owest  either  the  Printer  or  the  Doctor, — Go  thou  and  do  likewise ! 
So  shall  the  fatness  of  content  cover  the  gauntness  of  thy  frame,  and  the  blessing 
of  him  who  bath  "  nary  red  "  envelop  thee  like  a  mantle  in  cold  weather  1 


—  We  have  received  too  late  for  notice  in  this  No.,  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Maine  and  Pennsylvania. 


—  The  evening  after  the  recent  nomination  of  Mr.  Lincoln  by  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention, Mr.  Greeley,  and  divers  other  magnates  of  the  party,  harrangued  a  crowd 
from  the  balcony  of  the  Tremont  House.  Notwithstanding  the  approach  of  mid- 
night, the  throng  still  remained  undiminished,  and  grew  even  more  and  more  up- 
roarious. Amid  deafening  cries  for  Corwin,  Bates,  Everts,  Smith,  and  all  the  names 
the  hilarious  multitude  could  recollect,  an  individual,  with  the  voice  of  a  stentor, 
mounted  the  rostrum  and  commenced  a  speech.  His  lightest  syllable  could  be 
heard  for  a  half  dozen  squares,  but  the  wags  around  still  clamored  loader — louder  ! 
and  up  went  the  speaker's  voice  note  after  note  to  the  most  unearthly  pitch. 
Screams  of  laughter  followed  each  additional  flight.  The  fellow  was  really  making  a 
pretty  fair  speech,  but  by  and  by  the  audience  recollected  themselves,  and  shouted 
for  the  name  of  the  speaker.  "  No  matter  what  my  name  is,"  said  the  orator,  "  if 
I  am  only  sound  on  the  goose."  But  this  failed  to  pacify.  "  Name !  name  I " 
rung  through  the  night  air,  and  further  speaking  was  impossible.  "  Well,"  says 
the  speaker,  "  if  you  must  know,  I  '11  tell  you,"  and  here  his  voice  became  abso- 
lutely miraculous  in  its  preternatural  yelling  strength,  **1  aint  a  pditidan,  1  airU 
even  a  member  of  Congress — 2*m  the  agent  for  Spaldiko'b  Prepared  Glue,  and 
that  wUl  stick,  I  tell  yeou  I " 

That  Chicago  crowd  actually  exploded  like  a  gigantic  rocket ! 
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— >  "  Behold,  this  dreamer  cometh  I"  So  said  the  brothers  of  Joseph,  and  the  his- 
tory with  its  marrelous  seqnel  is  familiar  to  all.  Bat  the  parallel  meets  ns  every 
day.  If  an  attempt  is  made  to  carry  the  thooghts  of  men  from  the  cold  and  tem- 
porary details  of  business,  to  those  higher  claims  which  the  spiritnal  has  over  the 
naluxa\,our  brethren  say,  "  Behold,  the  dreamer  cometh !"  If  we  wonld  herald  the 
coming  of  a  higher  object  of  existence  than  money  and  what  money  will  bay,  the 
reply  is  ever :  '*  Behold,  the  dreamer  cometh  V*  Here  is  Masonry,  the  miracle  of 
the  time,  which  liyes  to  teach  men  that  they  have  duties  and  affections,  hopes  and 
aspirations,  which  take  hold  apon  something  higher  than  the  material  wants — and 
many  a  barren  tongae  replies :  "  Behold,  the  dreamer  cometh !"  Masons,  even, 
who  have  passed  through  the  wonderful  series  of  oar  symbolic  teaching,  when  we 
attempt  to  lift  their  minds  to  the  trae  intent  and  pnrpose  of  all  this,  are  often 
foand,  who  say  :  "  We  have  com,  wine  and  oil ;  what  more  is  needed  V*  Much, 
dear  Brother,  much !  You  have  not  yet  nnravelled  the  mystic  web,  yoa  have  mm 
yet  attained  the  trae  light, — ^yoa  have  heard  the  syllables,  bat  you  have  not  grasped 
the  thought  within.  Masonry  is  not  an  insurance  company,  although  it  "  visits 
the  sick,  buries  the  dead,  and  educates  the  orphan" ;  it  is  not  a  letter  of  introduc- 
tion, although  it  brings  those  who  have  "  passed  the  square  "  to  know  each  the 
other ;  it  is  not  a  certificate  of  character,  although  it  is  ever  believed  that  the  Mason 
is  a  "  good  man  and  trae."  Alas — if  we  undertake  to  say  to  what  we  afe  "  raised," 
and  from  the  full  heart  express  the  light  to  which  we  believe  our  eyes  are  thus 
opened,  we  shall  hear  from  many  a  blinded  Brother:  "Behold,  the  dreamer 
cometh  I"  But  fear  not  the  idle  jest  or  covert  scoff.  Live  the  life  which  God  has 
given  to  you  as  the  trae  light  discloses.  Be  brave,  be  strong,  be  trae.  Perform 
the  duty  which  is  next  to  you,  not  unwillingly,  but  from  the  soul.  This  is  the 
whole  of  the  law,  and  the  reward  is  as  certain  as  was  the  triumph  of  the  storied 
younger  brother,  whose  iq>proach  caused  his  unnatural  kindred  to  say :  "  Behold, 
this  dreamer  cometh  1"  Better  is  the  dream  of  trath,  than  the  waking  reality  of 
the  false. 


—  And  you,  too,  sink  discouraged  because  your  physical  health  prevents  that 
high  perfection,  which  otherwise  you  might  well  attain,  in  the  art  which  you  ad- 
mire ?  But  what  is  there,  my  Friend,  which  the  soul  may  not  appreciate,  even 
though  the  hands  refuse  their  office  ?  Was  not  Beethoven  deaf  when  he  composed 
for  us  the  sublimest  measures  which  music  has  ever  known  ?  Was  not  Milton 
blind  when  he  filled  his  master-piece  of  poesy  with  glowing  tints  which  rival  the 
rainbow  in  brilliaocy  ?  It  is  the  internal  and  not  the  external  which  is  the  trae 
creator.  If  your  soul  is  full  of  music,  and  high  thoughts,  and  the  true  light,  that  is 
ampUt  for  you  and  for  all  the  world  about  you.    Courage,  my  Friend !    Courage ! 


ScBNB  AT  THB  WiGWAM.    Time — ^Dinner.    Enter  Inquiring  Stranger.    "  I  want 
to  go  to  the  Tremont  House  ?  " 
Benevolent  Chicagonian,    "  Well,  you  may  go— but  do  n't  be  gone  too  long." 
Exit  Inquiring  Stranger — ^looking  bowie-knives. 

—  We  must  crave  the  indulgence  of  our  readers  for  inflicting  upon  them  so  large 
a  proportion  of  matter  from  the  Editor's  pen,  in  the  present  No.  We  had  relied 
upon  several  communications  promised  to  us,  but  none  came  to  hand  soon  enough 
for  use.  We  can  promise  a  variety  in  the  ensuing  numbers  which  will  more  than 
compensate  for  any  lack  in  the  present. 
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TECHS  LrVTES  OB'  BROTVTT,  JTONKS  AJUTD  'ROIBJN&ON. 


in. — ^BOBINSON,  WHO   COULD  SWIM   "  LSYWinSBJR. 


CHAPTBB  I. 


Hating  disposed  of  Brown  and  Jones,  onr  concluding  dntj  is  to  nto> 
rate  the  history  of  the  accomplished  Bobinson— of  Bobinson,  who  could 
swim  **  anywhere  over  the  river." 

School-birch— dead  twigs  though  it  seems — ^buds  and  bears  fruit  The 
child  feels  only  the  branches ;  but  how  often  is  the  produce  ashes  in  the 
mouth  of  manhood !  Let  us,  however,  turn  to  the  words  of  the  meek- 
hearted  Mr.  Daniel  Penning,  to  the  page  of  that  immortal  book,  which,  still 
green  in  its  twenty-thousandth  edition,  teaches  sweet  morality  to  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  present  generation. 

"  Now,  Bobinson,"  (says  Mr.  Daniel  Penning,  and  we  quote  from  the 
amended  edition  of  1837,)  *'  could  swim  very  well;  and  thought,  as  Brown 
and  Jones  were  whipt  became  they  could  not  svnm^  that  he  should  escape. 

"  '  Well,  Bobinson,'  said  the  master,  '  can  you  swim  ? ' 

**  *  Yes,  sir,'  said  he  (very  boldly,)  *  anywhere  over  the  river.' 

**  *  You  can  swim,  you  say  ? ' 

"'Yes,  sir.' 

"  '  Then  pray,  sir,  if  you  could  swim  so  well,  what  business  had  you 
in  the  water^  when  you  should  have  been  at  school  ?  You  do  n't  want  to 
learn  to  swim,  you  say  ?  It  is  plain,  then,  you  go  for  idleness'  sake. 
Take  him  up— take  him  up,'  said  he." 

Bobinson  "  could  swim  anywhere ;  "  he  was  therefore  to  remain  content 
with  the  knowledge  of  his  ability.  Why  should  he  ever  exercise  a  power 
once  perfectly  acquired  ? 

Despite  the  discipline  of  the  master,  Bobinson  left  school  with  an  envia- 
ble reputation.  Who  so  clever  as  Jack  Bobinson  ?  Though  he  carried 
off  no  prize-medal,  his  school-fellows  protested  that  had  he  so  minded,  he 
might  have  secured  every  distinction.  He  would,  with  careless  ease,  give 
many  a  secret  lift  in  Greek  and  mathematics  to  plodding  dullness,  that 
by  lus  means,  would  start  off  with  the  contested  glory. 
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"Why,  Robinson,"  a  school-boyfriend  would  say,  "why  did  n't  you 
get  the  prize  yourself?    You  know  you  might  if  you  bad  liked." 

**  I  know  that,"  Bobinson  would  answer,  "  I  know  that ; "  and  through- 
out life  Bobinson  rested  satisfied  with  the  Wren  knowledge.  To  be  onoe 
able  to  do  a  thing  to  perfection,  was  with  Bobinson  a  sufficient  reason  for 
never  again  attempting  it. 

Our  hero  grew  up  a  handsome,  free-hearted  lad.  Esteemed  by  the 
men  and  and  admired  by  the  women.  Jack  Bobinson  was  evezywhere  at 
home ;  and  oh  !  the  fortune,  the  worldly  distinction  that  grave,  wise  folks 
would  predict  for  Jack  Bobinson. 

Peter  Creeply  was  one  of  many  cousins  to  Jack.  "  He  was  a  poor 
mouse  of  a  fellow,  and  would  live  and  die  in  a  comer."  So  did  the 
wiseacres  prophecy  of  Peter  Creeply.  There  was  scarcely  a  month's  dif- 
ference in  their  ages,  when  both  Jack  and  Peter,  in  their  one-and-twenta- 
eth  year,  were  guests  of  their  uncle,  Squire  Chafilon,  whose  superficial 
knowledge  of  human  nature  was,  in  the  opinion  of  his  most  intimate 
friends,  more  than  remedied  by  his  exquisite  taste  in  horseflesh :  if  he  had 
studied  little  of  men,  he  had  pondered  much  on  fillies. 

Squire  Chafilon  had,  at  a  nigh  price,  secured  a  pure  Arabian.  The 
creature  was  shipped  to  England,  with  an  attested  pedigree,  which  proved 
the  animal  to  be  descended  from  the  favorite  horse  of  "  good  Haronn  Al- 
raschid."  This  suberb  creature  the  Squire  destined  as  a  birth-day  pres- 
ent to  his  only  daughter,  who,  after  the  stud,  came  in  for  all  her  Mher's 
affection.  The  filly  was  a  present  for  a  queen — ^there  was  not  such 
another  in  the  whole  kingdom.  The  filly,  however,  had  one  frailty :  its 
blood  was  as  puro  as  the  blood  of  the  Ptolemies — ^its  shape  was  faultless; 
with  wings  at  its  back  it  would  have  beaten  Pegasus ;  St.  George  must 
have  sat  such  a  horse  when  he  speared  the  dragon.  Yet,  with  all  the  vir- 
tues of  birth  and  beauty,  the  filly  had  the  trifling  disadvantage  of  a  way- 
ward temper.  To  attempt  to  break  it,  was  to  endeavor  to  tie  up  a  fire. 
The  eldest  groom  shook  bis  head,  looking  hopeless  looks  at  the  beautiful 
Arabian. 

"  Great  pity,  sir — as  we  used  to  say  of  the  Marchioness — geeeX  pity, 
sir,  that  good  looks  and  good  manners  do  n't  always  go  together. 

Thus  spoke  Bob  Spurling,  in  a  melancholy  tone,  staring  at  the  filly,  and 
then  at  the  Squire. 

"She's  very  handsome,  Bob,"  said  the  Squire,  still  rapt  with  his 
purchase. 

**  Just  what  the  Marquis  used  to  say,  sir,  when  he  paid  the  jeweller's 
bill.     Very  handsome,  sir,  but  such  a  price  I " 

*'  She 's  thorough-bred— all  blood,"  exclaimed  the  Squure. 

*'  All  blood,  sir,  and  a  little  brimstone — just  like  the  Marchioness," 
observed  that  eminent  groom,  Mr.  Bobert  Spurling. 

"  Cost  me  a  bank  of  money.  Bob,"  cried  the  Squire.  "  A  lovely 
thing ! " 

"I'd  let  her  out  to  sign-painters,  mt — she 's  too  handsome  to  ride," 
remarked  the  satirical  Spurling. 

"Don't  you  think  it  possible  to  break  her,  BobY "  asked  the  Squire, 
despondingly. 
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"  Why,  look  you  here,  sir;  when  an  animal  has  what  I  call  original 
yioe — ^that  is,  sir,  vice  it  can't  help— it 's  no  nse  doing  nothing  with  it. 
Breaking 's  no  good — ^we  can  only  pity  it ;  and  that 's  exactly  what  I  once 
eaid  of  tne  Marahioness." 

**  Marchioness,  psha !  I  tell  you  the  fiUy  cost  me  a  thousand  pounds." 

*'  Never  he  woith  her  heans,"  answered  the  groom.  "  No  more  was 
the  " 

"  She  shall  he  broken,"  exclaimed  the  Squire  with  vehemence,  "  so  talk 
no  more  about  it." 

"  Well,  sir,  it  all  depends  upon  whom  you  want  her  for — ^there  's  a  good 
many  folks  we  would  n't  mind  risking  upon  her." 

"  Want  her  for? — ^why  for  Lucy.  Whom  do  you  think  I  bought  her 
for?"  . 

"  What  I  for  your  Miss  Lucy,  sir?  Ha,  Squire,  it  would  be  entirely 
child-murder !  "  said  Bob  Spurling,  very  gravely,  and  walked  a^ay. 

Lucy  Chaffton  was  a  pretty,  delicate  girl  of  eighteen,  who  had  quietly 
ftllen  in  love  with  the  gay,  good-tempered,  clever  Robinson — he  all  the 
time  as  ignorant  of  the  matter  as  the  Arabian  filly  itself.  "  Pretty  crea- 
ture-r-very  pretty  creature,"  Bobinson  would  say,  and  sometimes  add, 
**  make  a  man  very  happy,  that  girl — ^yes,  nice,  modest,  quiet  things- 
make  a  man  very  happy."  Though  when  Bobinson  said  this  he  had  little 
suspicion  that  he  himself  was  the  man  Lucy  would  have  chosen  above  all 
others  with  whom  to  have  shared  happiness.  ^'  A  sweet  little  creature ! 
Egad !  I  'd  ride  round  the  world  on  an  errand  for  her,"  said  Bobinson 
one  day,  as  Lucy,  having  presented  him  with  a  purse  of  her  own  knitting, 
tripped  blushingly  and  confused,  from  the  garden  to  the  house.  Now 
this  little  incident  took  place  about  the  same  time  that  the  Squire  and  the 
groom  were  engaged  in  the  above  colloquy  on  the  merits  and  the  vices  of 
the  Arabian  fiUy. 

"Well,  Bobert,  what 's  the  news  at  the  stables?  "  asked  Bobinson  of 
the  groom,  who  had  just  quitted  the  dissatisfied  Squire. 

"very  bad  sir;  have  n't  you  seen  the  foreigner — ^the  'rabian? — such  a 
sweet  thing,  sir  I "  said  Bobert. 

"  What  s  the  matter  with  it— dead  ?  "  inquired  Bobinson. 

"  Quite  the  contrary — got  too  much  lifo,  sir,  as  my  master  used  to  say 
of  the  Marchioness," — ^Bobert  availing  himself  of  every  possible  oppor- 
tnnityto  speak  of  the  noble  family  whose  wages  he  had  once  enjoyed. 

•*  What  s  her  vice  ?  "  asked  Bobinson. 

"  Why,  sir,  this  is  it — as  long  as  you  keep  a  bit  out  of  her  mouth,  or 
a  hand  from  her  back,  she  is  the  loveliest  thing — ^I  will  say  it,  whether 
standing,  lying,  trotting,  galloping,  or  only  at  the  rack — she  is  the  loveliest 
thing  as  ever  wore  a  tail.     For  a  wild  un  nothin'  can  beat  her." 

"  Who  rides  her  ?  "  asked  Bobinson. 

"  Who !  That 's  it,  sir — ^nothin'  but  the  flies  have  ever  kept  a  minute 
on  her,"  answered  Spurling. 

"  Oh,  indeed  I  Well,  I 've  a  month  on  my  hands,  I  must  have  a  look 
at  her ;  "  and  Bobinson  turned  carelessly  away,  and  strolled  towards  the 
stables. 
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'^  You  can't  think,  Peter,"  said  the  Sqnire,  "  how  much  that  filly 
grieves  me.  Snch  a  beantifiil  animal  —  such  a  figure — and  yet  so 
vicious." 

"  Ha  I  uncle,"  replied  Peter,  demurely,  *'  how  often  do  we  see  the 
same  thing  with  men  and  women. 

"  That  s  of  less  consequence,  Peter;  but  with  our 'Arabian  filly,  that 
has  cost  60  much — it 's  shocking,"  moaned  the  Squire. 

"  Are  there  no  hopes  of  her  r"  asked  Peter. 

"  None,  the  jade  I  I  tell  you  what,  Peter — ^I  bought  her  fi)r  Lucy — 
cost  me  a  world  of  money — I  tell  you  what,  I  'U  try  your  spirit  now; 
break  the  filly  and  have  her,"  said  Ghafiton — '*  I  'm  tired  of  her." 

Peter  Creeply  would  have  been  deliehted  with  the  gift,  if  not  bur- 
thened  with  the  dangerous  proviso.  *' You  see,  uncle — ^I — ^the  fiujt  is, 
I — ^I  am  an  only  son,  as  you  know,  and  if  anything  were  to  happen  to 
me — I " 

''Then  you  won't  mount  the  filly?  You  won't  have  her?  Gome, 
yes  or  no,"  cried  the  Squire,  do^edly. 

**  Yes,  undo,  yes,"  exclaimed  Peter  Greeply ;  and  then  he  felt  death- 
sick  at  his  sudden  imprudence.  It  would  have  been  a  great  loss  to  give 
up  the  filly,  and  yet,  if  he  should  break  his  neck  ! 

"Saddle  the  filly,"  was  the  order  of  the  Squire,  who  had  walked  to  the 
stables ;  Peter  following  him,  as  if  with  naked  feet  he  walked  on  broken 
glass. 

"  For  Mr.  Greeply,  sir?  "  asked  a  stable  boy. 

*'  Ye— -es,"  answered  Peter  Greeply,  and  be  shivered.  At  the  moment 
the  filly  was  led,  bridled  and  saddled,  from  the  stable,  Robinson  came  up. 

**  Ha,  Jack  I  "  and  Peter  spied  hope — "  will  you  back  her?  " 

•'  Not  I."  said  Jack  Robinson—"  not  I,  indeed." 

Well,  I  thought  he  had  more  spirit  than  Peter,"  muttered  the  Squire ; 
and  Greeply,  trembling  from  head  to  heel,  mounted  the  filly,  Robinson 
standing  at  her  head  and  pattine  her.  **  He  sits  her  remarkably  well," 
thought  the  Squire — "  very  well."  And  although  the  animal  plunged  a 
little,  Peter,  to  his  own  astonishment,  easily  mastered  her.  "  Bravo, 
Peter !  There  now,  if  you  ride  her  ten  miles  out  and  in  without  a  throw, 
she 's  yours,  Peter.  And  Greeply  rode  away,  and  in  less  than  two  hours 
was  home  again,  having,  as  he  said,  made  the  filly  as  quiet  as  a  lamb. 

**  Well,  then,"  said  the  Squire,  "she 's  yours,  Petei^-you  've  tamed 
her,  and  take  her." 

"  No,  sir,  no;  do  not  think  I  ventured  fi)r  myself — ^no,  sir,  'twas  for 
Lucy,"  and  the  young  lady  being  present,  as  Peter  rode  to  the  door,  he 
leapt  from  the  saddle,  and  with  all  the  grace  he  was  master  of,  in  a  mo- 
ment, placed  the  bridle  on  her  unwilling  arm. 

"A  lad  of  true  spirit — a  fine  fellow,"  thought  Ghaffton ;  and  then 
aloud  to  the  fortunate  equestrian,  "  Peter,  you  sha  n't  lose  by  the  gift, 
depend  on  't." 

"  You  have  a  beautiful  present,  Lucy,"  said  Robinson. 

"  Yes;  Mr.  Greely  is — ^is  very  kind,"  and  Lucy  made  a  slight  curtsey, 
and  hurried  into  the  house. 
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"  A  charming  girl ! "  sighed  Robinson ;  ''  but  it 's  no  use  to  grieye  at 
it — yes,  Peter 's  a  lucky  fellow  I  " 

"He  shall  have  her — Peter's  the  man  for  Lucy,"  determined  the 
Sqmre ;  and  that  very  evening  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Creeply,  proposing 
the  match,  which  was  instantly  leapt  at  by  the  provident  widow. 

"  In  three  weeks  Peter  will  be  of  age ;  he  shall  be  married  on  the  very 
day." 

The  Squire  was  peremptoiy — ^poor  Lucy  was  timid — Jack  Bobinson 
was  melancholy  and  silent ;  a  week  before  the  ceremony  feigned  an  excuse 
for  his  absence — ^an  excuse  readily  accepted  by  the  Squire — and  in  three 
weeks  Lucy  Ghaffton  became  Mrs.  Peter  Oreeply. 

About  two  months  after  the  marriage,  Bobinson  was  compelled  by  a 
fiimily  matter  to  visit  the  Squire,  who,  the  next  day  proposed  a  ride. 
**  Gome,"  said  the  old  man,  "  you  shall  see  Lucy  on  Fatima — she  's  tame 
and  gentle  as  a  spaniel." 

The  horses  were  ordered  to  be  saddled ;  the  beautiful  Arabian,  Fatima, 
was  led  to  the  door.  Peter  Creeply'was  about  to  help  his  lady  to  her 
horse,  when  Robinson  cried  out — "  Stop,  Peter  I  I  'd  forgotten  to  tell 
you,  Lucy  need  n't  take  the  trouble  to  climb  up.  Here,  Fat " — ^and  Rob- 
inson patted  the  animal,  that  with  its  head  and  neck  returned  the  caress 
— '*  down,  down ; "  and  the  filly  bent,  obedient,  as  a  camel,  to  receive  its 
load. 

'*  Why— -oh — Jack,  who  taught  her  that  trick?"  asked  the  astonished 
Squire. 

'*  She 's  a  good,  gentle  thing,  and  can  be  made  to  do  anything,"  an- 
swered Robinson. 

"  Well,  but  what  did  you  know  of" :- 

"  0 !  after  two  or  three  mornings,  Fadma  and  I  were  very  good 
friends ; "  and  again  Robinson  patted  the  filly,  that  aeain  acknowledged 
his  hand,  whilst  Lucy  hastily  held  the  veil  that  the  wind  was  blowing  over 
her  hat,,  close  to  her  &oe. 

"  What !  you  do  n't  mean  to  say,  Jack,  that  you  ever  rode  Fatima?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,  he  did,  but  he  bound  me  in  honor  never  to  tell  you ;  but 

now,  as  how  Mr.  Robinson 's  half  owned  it  himself" and  Bob  Spurling 

was  proceeding,  when  he  was  checked  by  the  Squire. 

"  Then,  you  rode  her  before  Peter  took  her  in  hand  ?  "  asked  Ghaffton. 

"  How  very  odd  that  was !  "  said  Peter,  '*  and  that  I  should  never  have 
known  it ! " 

'*  Why,  then,"  said  the  Squire,  a  little  recovered  from  his  astonishment, 
as  he  rode  by  the  side  of  our  hero;  **  why,  then,  Jack,  yon  yourself 
might,  if  you  had  liked,  possessed  the  filly."  .« 

**  I  know  that,  uncle — I  know  that,"  said  Jack  Robinson. 

"  Do  you  see  that,  Dick  ?  "  said  Robert  Spurling,  to  a  helper  of  the 
stables,  and  pointing  to  the  party  as  it  turned  the  lane,  "  do  you  see  that  ? 
Now,  that 's  what  I  regularly  call  a  picture  o'  life." 

'*  What 's  the  matter.  Bob  ?  "  asked  the  helper. 

"  Matter,"  said  Robert  Spurling,  with  a  sigh ;  *'  ha,  Dick !  in  this 
world,  it  is  n't  him  that  breaks  the  horse,  as  is  always  doomed  to  win  the 
pkte." 
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OHAPTBB  II.    - 

It  was  still  the  tantalizing  fortune  of  Jack  Robinson  to  seenre  the 
praise  of  everybody,  his  oousins,  the  Creeplys,  by  some  chance  or  other, 
always  obtaining  the  solid  pndding.  Ere  Jack  was  thirty,  he  was  an 
universal  favorite,  and  not  worth  a  sixpence — ^whilst  his  cousins  obtained 
that  sort  of  respect  only  to  be  purchased  with  ready  money ;  but  having 
the  wherewith  to  buy,  the  market  was  never  found  deficient.  Men  but- 
toned up  their  pockets  and  declared  Bobinson  to  be  the  beet  of  fellows. 
It  was  very  oda,  though,  that  with  all  his  talents,  with  all  his  spirit,  he 
seemed  merely  to  lounge  in  the  footpath  of  life,  whilst  the  Greeplys  made 
their  regular  journeys  to  the  Bank.  Jack  made  capital  jests  die  while, 
but  the  Creeplys  made  what  the  dull  multitude  agree  to  consider  a  much 
better  thiuff. 

"  Ha !  Jack,"  said  Mr.  Oiaffir  Creeply,  ''  if  you  had  but  foUowed  the 
Persian  proverb,  that  says  "• 


"  True,  sir ;  no  doubt — ^bnt  as  I  do  n't  read  Persian,"  replied  Robin- 
son, *'  and  as  I  moreover  hate  proverbs,  and  think  them  mere  counters  for 
simpletons  to  play  with  " 

"  Simpletons,  Mr.  Robinson  I  A  dozen  proverbs,  sir,  may  eontsun  the 
wisdom  of  a  lifb,"  answered  Mr.  Giaffir  Creeply. 

*'  Yes,  sir ;  but  then,  like  the  superb  set  of  fish  my  aunt  brings  out  at 
loo,  though  the  workmanship  is  very  costly,  the  application  may  be  very 
foolish." 

**  Ha  I  Jack — ^if  you  would  but  study  Persian — ^you  don't  know  the 
jewels  that  are  locked  up  in  it.  If  you  could  but  understand  the  divine 
Saadi ! " 

*'  Ha?  Well,  I  'm  told  he  's  worth  looking  into.  I  '11  see  about  it, 
uncle,"  and  ere  Jack  slept,  he  had  resolved  to  set  himself  to  work  vigor- 
ously upon  the  task.  In  a  couple  of  years,  Robinson  could  have  con- 
versed on  things  in  general  with  the  Shah,  in  his  own  tongue.  .  "  Hane 
this  lingo  !  "  cried  Xerxes,  the  son  of  Oiaffir  Creeply,  in  a  confidentiiu 
hour,  to  Jack  Robinson — *'  why  won't  good  wholesome  English  do  for 
him  r  Would  you  think  it.  Jack,  my  prig  of  a  father  wants  his  epitaph 
in  Persian  ?  The  fact  is,  I  've  sworn  to  him  for  the  last  eighteen  months, 
that  I  have  been  studying  my  head  ofi^  at  the  cursed  language — and  I 
do  n't  know  a  word  of  it  As  for  writing  the  character,  I  could  as  soon 
make  a  cobweb.  And  yet  it 's  his  whim  to  have  his  epitaph  in  Orientals  1 
Why  the  deuce  won't  a  good  serviceable  Mc  jacet  do  for  him  ?  " 

"  An  odd  thing  for  you  to  write  upon  your  living  father ; "  said 
Robinson. 

'*  Odd  I  devilish  odd !  the  fact  is,  I — ^yes— I  have  it ;  I  shall  tell  him  my 
foelings  won't  let  me,"  said  the  filial  Xerxes,  who  then  mournfully 
added,  **  that  won't  do  neither ;  if  I  refuse  the  Persian  epitaph,  he  'U 
make  me  write  my  letter  for  my  next  quarter's  allowance  in  his  filthy 
Eastern  jargon." 

"Now,  the  epitaph  would  be  shorter,"  observed  Robinson. 

"  Yes — ^I — ^1  should  very  much  prefer  that,"  replied  young  Creeply, 
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"  but,  nnfortanately,  I  can't  eyen  do  his  epitaph.  My  dear  Jack,  you 
can't  direct  me  to  any  soonndrel  who  knows  the  lanraage,  eh  ?  'cause,  by 
gad !  the  old  fellow  must  have  it,  somehow  ;"  and  Xeizes,  with  his  gold- 
mounted  stick,  emphatically  rapped  his  boot 

"  What  can  be  said  of  him,  eh  ?  "  inquired  Robinson. 

"  0 1 — short — short,  but  sugaiy ;  just  to  touch  upon  the  virtues  that  peo- 

Sle  who  can  afibrd  a  tombstone  aJways  haye.    But  who— who  's  to  do  it, 
aok  ?  "  asked  Xenes,  with  much  anxiety. 

"  I  '11  have  it  done  for  you,"  said  Kobinson — "  I  know  a  poor  devil  of 
a  fellow  who  'U  be  at  my  lodgings  after  dinner ;  I  '11  give  him  the  chief 
points,  and  as  I  shall  b5  at  uncle's  in  the  evening,  I  '11  bring  it  with  me." 

"  Well,  eveiybody  says  it,  and  I  do  think  it — you  are  the  best  of  fel- 
lows. Pity  you  have  n't  money — shame  you  ar'  n't  rich ;  but  you  are  a 
good  fellow  for  all  that  Do  n't  foil,  now.  Mind ;  let  all  the  household 
virtues — the  faithful  husband — Moving  father,'  'tried  friend,'  and  all 
that,  be  nicely  mulled  up  with  a  little  Eastern  spice,"  said  Xerxes  Creeply, 
speaking  of  his  fieith^'s  epitaph  as  if  he  was  ordering  a  cup  of  sack  of  a 
dbrawer. 

Robinson  was  true  to  his  promise.  In  the  evening,  he  presented  him- 
self at  the  house  of  his  uncle,  who  had  that  day  accomplished  his  sixtieth 
year ;  and  being  a  hale,  hearly  man,  amused  himself  by  playing  off  the 
small  stoic,  by  requiring  his  son,  on  that  day  above  all  others,  to  write 
the  paternal  epitaph.  Mr.  Oreeply  was  one  of  those  philosophers  who 
despise  death  so  heartily,  that  they  take  every  opportunity  of  protesting 
their  contempt  of  it  "It  was  a  proper  thing,"  ne  would  say,  '*for  a 
man  to  walk  through  this  world  with  his  coffin  perpetually  in  his  eye. 
Every  man  should  have  his  epitaph  over  his  mantel-piece ;  if  it  touched 
upon  good  qualities  he  did  not  possess,  the  satire  might  shame  him  into 
ihem." 

"  Only,  my  dear  GHafifir,"  observed  Mrs.  Oreeply,  "  as  you  insist  upon 
having  yours  in  an  Eastern  tongue,  nobody  but  yourself  can  tell  whetner 
you  '11  be  shamed  or  not" 

''  Depend  upon  me,  dear  madam,  for  a  severe  translation,"  sud  Mr. 
Shaster,  a  celebrated  orientalist,  and  friend  of  the  family. 

"  Jack — Jack,"  said  young  Xerxes,  in  a  whisper  to  Robinson,  "  is  it 
done  ?  " 

'*  Here  it  is,"  replied  Robinson,  giving  a  paper  behind  him  to  young 
Oreeply. 

"Isay,  Jack,  no  tricks  now?"  said  Xerxes,  advancing  a  little,  and 
looking  suspiciously  at  his  cousin. 

''Honor,"  said  Robinson,  "it's  an  epitaph  for  a  man  of  twenty 
thousand  a  year." 

"  But  where — ^where  is  the  document?  "  asked  Mr.  Shaster.  "  Have 
you  done  it,  Xerxes  ?  For  I  can  tell  you  more  depends  upon  it  than  you 
think." 

Young  Creeply,  with  an  assured  air,  presented  the  paper  to  his  father, 
who  shook  him  by  the  hand.  His  mother  smiled,  and  one  young  lady, 
an  Eastern  heiress,  declared  to  her  next  friend  that  "  Xerxes  had  quite 
the  look  of  a  profound  scholar." 
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Eveiybody,  save  Jack  Bobinson,  seemed  to  think  it  a  serious  moment; 
bnt  we  regret  to  state  that  our  hero,  possibly  becaoso  he  was  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  contents  of  the  paper,  instead  of  listening  to  them,  gave 
his  entire  attention  to  a  pet  spaniel,  which,  for  all  the  pride  of  its  Uood 
and  birth,  he  insisted  upon  teaching  "  to  beg; "  and  what  is  most  strange, 
had  the  dog  been  of  the  lowest  plebeian  origin,  it  could  not  have  shown 
itself  a  more  ready-witted  scholar. 

"  Perhaps,  Sbaster,  you  will  glance  vour  eye  over  it  for  errors,  and 
then  fovor  the  ladies  with  a  translation  ?     said  Mr.  Giaffir  Oreeply. 

The  orientalist  took  the  document,  perused  it  himself,  and  then,  to  the 
delight  of  Xerxes,  smiled  upon  it,  and  said,  "  Yetj  well,  indeed !  ^* 

'*  I  'm  charmed  to  hear  it — charmed  to  hear  it — a  good  boy,  Xerxes,  an 
excellent  boy !  "  exclaimed  the  father.     "  Now,  Shaster,  the  translation." 

Mr.  Shaster  coughed  thrice,  and  then  proceeded  to  translate  Persian 
into  English : 

*^  ^  In  memory  of  Giaffir  Oreeply,  who '  " 

*'  I  beg  your  pardon,  Shaster,  but  you  say  Giaffir  6reeply  amply — ^has 
the  boy  omitted  the  '  F.  A.  S.  ?  ' ''  inquired  the  philosoper.  *'  Never 
mind — it  can  be  added  when  engrossed." 

Shaster  proceeded — **  *  Who  fell  aeleat  an  the ' " 

**  Only  *  asleep !  * "  exclaimed  Mrs.  Creeply. 

"That,  madam,"  said  Shaster,  "is  an  orieutal  synonym  for  'who 
died.' " 

"  I  see — ^I  beg  your  pardon,"  replied  the  satisfied  wifo.  "  Quite  cor- 
rect    '  Who  died.'     And  then  of  course  there  is  a  blank." 

"Let  us  hope,  madam,  a  veiy  long  blank,"  added  Shaster,  who  con- 
tinued the  epitaph.  "  '  J^e  was  faithful  to  his  spouse  €ts  the  bulbui  to 
the  rose,*  " 

At  this,  Mrs.  Creeply  shifted  herself  in  her  chair,  looked  direct  at  her 
husband,  who  had  accidentally  turned  his  head  quite  another  way.  Mrs. 
Creeply  coughed. 

"  *  ne  was  faithful  to  his ' " Shaster  was  about  to  repeat,  when 

Mrs:  Creeply  abruptly  observed — 

"  You  've  read  that  once." 

Shaster  bowed  and  proceeded.  "  '  His  friendship  was  Hke  the  NUe ' 
— ^its  source  not  yet  come  at,"  muttered  the  reader. 

"  Doesn't  the  Nile  abound  with  alligators?  "  asked  an  innocent  young 
hidy. 

"  Yes,  child,"  replied  Shaster;  "but  that  can  't  be  the  simile.  Can 
it,  Xerxes  ?  " 

"  No— no,'  sir,"  replied  young  Creeply,  fearful  of  the  erratic  spirit  of 
Bobinson. 

"You  had  better  read  on,"  observed  Giaffir  Creeply,  with  some 
coldness. 

Shaster  obeyed.  " '  His  friendship  wtxs  like  the  NiU.  It  teemed 
with  good  gifts  to  aU  men,  yet  took  no  account  of  themJ  "  Shaster 
looked  straight  at  old  Creeply,  who,  with  enviable  presence  of  mind,  re- 
marked, "  veiy  prettily  turned — ^very  poetical."    The  reader  continued. 
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"  *  His  children  grew  like  palmrtreesJ  " 

*'  Walnut-trees  would  have  been  better,"  mnmbled  Xerxes,  sbmgging 
his  shoulders  at  boyish  recollections. 

"  *  Goodhf  and  fruitful.  The  grave  of  the  just  is  (u  a  coffer  of 
spices.     Such  is  the  grave  of  Giaffir.^  " 

•"  Pl^ty  of  cayenne  there,"  thought  young  Creeply,  who  endeavored 
to  cast  a  thanksgiving  look  at  Jack  Bobinson,  at  the  time  giving  his  undi- 
vided attention  to  Fairy,  patiently  seated  upon  its  haunches,  and  winking 
resignedly  in  the  face  of  its  instructor. 

'*  Beauti'ful,"  "  beautiful,"  murmured  everybody,  *'  and  so  true,"  added 
more  than  one  benevolent  person. 

"  Yeiy.  beautiful,"  said  Mr.  Creeply,  sen.,  approaching  the  comer 
where  Bobinson,  rapt  in  his  employment,  sat     *'  Cfapitally  done.'- 

*'Yes,"  cried  Jack,  thoughtless  of  the  epitf^h,  and  all  his  mind  given 
to  Fairy,  "  begs  like  a  Christian  does  n't  sne  ?  " 

"  Mr.  Bobinson  !  "  exclaimed  Giafhr  Creeply,  in  a  loud  voice. 

"  Hallo  1  "  answered  Jack  Bobinson ;  *'  what 's  the  matter?  " 

'*  I  did  think,  sir,  though  I  never  counted  extravagantly  upon  your  af- 
fection— ^your  respect,  I  mean — ^I  did  think  that  on  my  birth-day,  and 
on  so  solemn  an  occasion  as — ^yes,  I  did  thiuk  that  I  might  have  come  in 
for  at  least  a  share  of  your  attention  with  a  dog." 

'*  To  be  sure,  why  not?  "  asked  the  ingenuous  Bobinson. 

"  When  my  epitaph  was  read,  sir — yes,  my  epitaph — and  none  of  us, 
no,  not  even  the  youngest  and  the  healthiest,  know  how  soon  they  may 
require  it,  Mr.  Bobinson ; "  and  Giaffir  became  almost  pathetic 

*'  Well,  what  have  I  done?  I  promised  to  teach  Fairy  to  beg,  and — 
and  how  did  you  know,  uncle,  that  I  could  n't  do  that  and  pay  every  at- 
tention to  your  epitaph,  too  ?  "  inquired  Jack.  '*  Greatest  respect  for  you 
in  the  world,  uncle,"  said  Jack,  at  the  same  time  menacing  with  his  fore- 
finger the  mendicant  spaniel  still  erect  upon  the  table. 

The  stoical  Giaffir  Creeply  made  no  reply ;  but,  glancing  at  the  object 
of  Jack's  attention,  he  caught  the  spaniel  by  the  neck,  and  flung  it  to  a 
distant  end  of  the  room.  Mrs.  Creeply  and  her  eldest  daughter  screamed, 
and  ran  to  the  yelping  pet,  whilst  Mr.  Creeply  looked  at  Jack  Bobinson's 
neck,  as  if  it  would  have  afforded  him  a  peculiar  gratification  to  send  its 
owner  after  his  suffering  pupil.  ^ 

*'  I  'm  ashamed  of  you,  Mr.  Creeply,"  cried  Giaffir's  wife,  with  Fairy 
in  her  arms. 

"  I  could  n't  have  thought  it  of  you.  Pa,"  said  GiafBr's  eldest  daugh- 
ter.    "  I'm  sure  it  wasn't  her  fiiult" 

"  But  persons — persons  without  talent  or  application,"  and  Mr.  Creeply 
tried  to  look  through  Jack  Bobinson,  "  delight  to  interrupt  the  triumphs  of 
genius.  Look  here,  sir — ^look  here ! "  and  Creeply  exhibited  the  epitaph 
in  Persian. 

"  Ha !  "  and  Jack  Bobinson  took  the  paper,  all  eyes  attracted  by  the 
coolness  of  his  manner.     ''  Ha  I  very  pretty  I  " 

"  No  doubt,"  replied  old  Creeply,  with  withering  sarcasm,  "  if  you 
could  read  it" 
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"  Two  or  three  characters  here  not  perfectly  finished ; ''  and  to  the  as- 
tonishment of  his  ancle  and  Shaster,  Jack  took  a  pen  and  made  the  neces- 
sa|y  additions. 

*'  Oh !  what— ^0  you  know  the  character?  "  observed  Oreeply. 

**  Think  I  do ;  good  night,  uncle — ^good  night,  annt ;  mind— do  n't  let 
Fairy  have  her  biscuit  until  she  asks  properly  for  it,"  and  without  more 
words.  Jack  Bobmson  left  the  house  of  uncle  Creeply  neyer  more  to  re- 
turn to  it. 

''He  has  no  soul  to  comprehend  the  beauties  of  such  a  composition," 
said  Miss  Tamarisk,  the  oriental  heiress,  afterwards  married  to  Xenes 
Creeply^  her  father's  consent  being  obtained  by  the  young  man's  reputa- 
tion for  Persian.  Nay,  more;  had  he  so  pleased,  Xeizes  might  have  held 
a  very  important  situation  in  an  embassy  to  Ispahan,  at  the  recommenda- 
tion of  Mr.  Shafiter,  who  spoke  of  him  as  a  person  peculiarly  fitted  for 
the  honor  by  his  knowledge  of  the  language,  with  his  poetical  power  in 
the  use  of  it. 

It  was  very  strange,  however,  that  Xerxes  obstinately  refused  to  seareh 
out  the  hidden  beauties  of  the  strains  of  Saadi ;  it  was — as  Mr.  Giaffir 
Creeply  would  frequently  say — quite  unaccountable.  As  for  Jack  Rob- 
inson, it  was  plain  he  knew  nothing  more  than  the  character ;  or  he  would 
have  answered  the  letter  written  in  Persian  to  him  by  his  forgiving  unde, 
touched  as  he  was  by  the  rumor  of  his  desperate  fortune. 

That  letter  found  Jack  in  an  obscure  nook  of  a  lodging.  He  read  it 
— ^flung  it  down.  "  Why  should  I  trouble  myself  to  ple.ase  his  whims  t 
I  could  abuse  him,  if  I  would,  in  the  slang  of  a  Persian  water^ianrier ; 

but  d ^n  Persian — ^I  '11  give  it  to  bun  in  good  English ; "  and  Jack's 

English  answer  to  the  oriental  missive  closed  the  correspondence  between 
himself  and  uncle. 

"  I  knew — ^I  knew  all  he  did  was  a  flourish !  Correct  the  character, 
indeed!"  cried  Giaffir  Creeply;  "but  no  matter;  never  again  does  he 
cross  my  threshold." 

"  But,  seriously,  Mr.  Creeply,"  said  his  wife,  ''  you  never  intend  to 
adopt  that  epitaph  ?  " 

"  'Twill  DC  beautifully  written  on  parchment-— after  the  Eastern  fi»b- 
ion,"  answered  Giaffir. 

"  What,  with  all  that  fulsome  praise  V"  asked  Mrs.  Creeply. 

"  I  see  nothing  fulsome  in  it,"  replied  her  stoical  mate. 

"  Well — thank  Heaven  I — if  you  intend  to  hang  it  on  your  walls,  no- 
body but  yourself  can  read  it." 

"  Yes,  madam,  but  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  like  to  keep  knowledge 
to  myself — ^I  shall  subjoin  a  translation  to  it." 

**  Mr.  Giaffir  Creeply,  I  am  sorry  I  must  say — ^you  are  a  fool." 

"  Mrs.  Giaffir  Creeply,  it  occasions  me  very  much  distress  to  reflect 
that  you  are  the  fool's  wife." 

1^  On  the  day  that  Jack  Bobidson  was  warned  from  his  unpaid  lodging, 
the  epitaph  (without  the  translation,)  duly  emblazoned,  ornamented  t£a 
dining-room  of  Giaffir  Creeply. 
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Jack  was  blessed  with  a  great  number  of  relatives ;  all  easj  with  the 
world  and  with]  themselves.  It  was  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at  diat 
Jack  Bobinson  was  looked  upon  as  a  scape-grace  hj  the  respectable  per- 
sons of  his  own  blood.  Everybody,  save  his  aunt  Friscilla,  gave  him  up. 
''  Poor  lad  ! "  the  maiden  would  charitably  exclaim,  "  poor  lad  I  he 's  wild 
— ^but  he  means  well." 

"  Means  well  I  Why  does  n't  he  go  abroad,  and  not  disgrace  us  ?  " 
asked  aunt  Deborah.     '*  I  'm  told  that  the  fellow  really  wants  a  dinner.'' 

*'  He  might,  if  he  will  be  such  a  libertine,  spare  the  family,  and  conceal 
his  name,"  said  aunt  Bridget,  who,  sensitive  as  she  was,  might  have  en- 
dured the  anonymous  starvation  of  her  nephew. 

*'  And  he  might  have  done  so  well,  too !  cried  aunt  Deborah.  "  Look 
—only  look  at  ^eter  and  Xerxes,"  for  ever  and  anon  the  prosperity  of 
his  two  respectable  cousins  was  flung  in  the  hungry  teeth  of  Jack  Rob- 
inson. *'  You  may  do  as  you  like,  but  I  shall  not  go  to  Twickenham  if 
Jack's  of  the  party."  Such  was  the  determination  of  aunt  Deborah. 
That  severe  spinster,  however,  suflbred  herself  to  be  mollified  into  consent^ 
and  Robinson  was  permitted  to  mingle  among  a  dozen  of  his  aunts,  uncles 
and  cousins,  in  an  aquatic  excursion  up  the  Thames,  to  visit  Mr.  Pope's 
villa. 

The  day  was  beautiful— even  Deborah  was  in  tolerably  good  temper^— 
and  everything  promised  a  most  delightful  excursion. 

"  John,  you  know  'Pope's  Essay  on  Man.'  If  you  would  but  recite 
some  of  it — ^I  recollect  you  spoke  it  once  at  the  holidays." 

'*  I  know  I  did,  aunt ;  once  is  enough,  isn't  it?  "  asked  Jack  of  aunt 
Priscilla ;  and  turned  to  talk  to  a  blue-eyed  cousm,  until  that  day  unno- 
tioed  by  our  hero. 

"  You  are  very  gallant,  Mr.  Robinson,"  observed  aunt  Priscilla,  with 
wounded  dignity,  taking  out  a  very  handsome  gold  box. 

"  Bless  me !  Miss  Robinson,"  said  a  new  female  friend,  "  that 's  a 
beautiful  box." 

"  Hush,  child  I "  cried  Priscilla,  and  then  in  a  still  lower  voice,  and 
with  little  preface,  the  elderly  maiden  proceeded  to  tell  the  history  of  the 
treasure.  "  Ha  I  my  dear — you  can't  thmk  how  I  value  this  box.  It 
was  given  to  me — but  no  matter  for  names — we  were  to  have  been  mar- 
ried, child,  but  before  that  could  happen,  he  died,  dear  youth !  upon  the 
bed  of  glory." 

"  Dreadful  disappointment  I "  said  the  sympathizing  listener. 

'*  Yes,  my  dear;  he  gave  it  to  me  when  we  parted,  and  placing  it  in 
my  hand,  he  8aid---ha  I  "  and  aunt  Priscilla  shrieked  loud  enough  to  raise 
Father  Thames  ^m  the  bottom. 

'*  What 's  the  matter?  "  was  the  general  shout. 

"  My  box — ^my  box  ! "  screamed  aunt  Priscilla,  and  wrung  her  empty 
hands  above  the  river.  The  truth  is,  aunt  Deborah — she  was  the  heavi- 
est of  a  very  heavy  fomily — was  seated  next  to  Priscilla,  and  taming  sud- 
denly round,  her  arm  striking  the  hand  of  the  possessor  of  the  box,  at 
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that  time  more  intent  upon  its  histoiy  than  its  preservation,  jerked  the 
valuable  love-gift  into  the  water. 

"What's  to  be  done?"  cried  every  uncle,  eveiy  aunt,  and  every 
cousin,  save  aunt  Priscilla,  who  was  8peechle8S,|and  cousin  Jack,  who 
whistled. 

''John — John  Bobinson — ^you — ^you  can  dive?"  exclaimed  Deborah, 
very  significantly. 

"Better  drag  for  it,"  said  Bobinson,  with,  as  all  the  aunts  declared, 
*'  the  most  brutal  unconcern." 

"  But — ^you  know,  Mr.  Bobinson  that  you  are  a  very  expert  swimmer. 
I  'm  sure  you  can  get  the  box,"  cried  aunt  Bridget 

"  'T  is  n't  worth  a  guinea,"  said  Bobinson. 

"  Do  n't  talk  to  me  of  its  worth,  sir !  "  exclaimed  aunt  Priscilla,  with 
considerable  indignation ;  and  then,  throwing  her  arm  around  the  neck  of 
her  friend,  she  sobbed — "  I  had  rather  lost  half  I  'm  possessed  of." 

Aunt  Priscilla  resolved  to  land,  and  to  ofier  any  reward  for  the  re- 
covery of  her  property.  Peter  Greeply,  who  was  of  the  party,  begged 
that  his  aunt  would  leave  the  business  entirely  with  him — ^he  would  for- 
feit her  love  for  ever,  if  he  did  not  bring  back  the  box.  The  lady,  com- 
forted by  the  confident  manner  of  her  nephew,  blessed  him,  and  bade  him 
use  his  best  discretion.  The  party  landed,  whei  Jack  Bobinson  fell  in 
with  a  couple  of  town  friends,  and  the  vivacity  of  his  own  party  being 
extinguished,  everybody  looking  sorrowful  «n  compliment  to  the  loss  of 
Priscilla — he  resolved  to  dine  with  his  new  companions.  "  I  should  only 
be  in  your  way,"  said  Jack,  "  for,  upon  my  word,  try  as  hard  as  I  can,  I 
can't  weep  for  a  snuff-box ;  and  it 's  a  pity  to  spoil'  company,  when  every- 
body else  is  of  one  mind.     I  say,  Peter,  do  you  hear  nothing  ?    Hark ! " 

"  Hark,  Mr.  Bobinson  !     To  what  ?  " 

"There,  again,"  said  Jack  Bobinson;  "the  fishes!  how  they  do 
sneeze,  to  be  sure  ! "  Thus  spoke  Jack,  to  the  great  disgust  of  many  of 
his  dearest  relatives,  and  lounged  off  between  his  London  comrades,  to 
take,  as  had  been  stipulated,  "  a  reasonable  glass." 

There  are,  doubtless,  critical  stages  in  the  life  of  man  and  woman, 
when  any  undue  agitation  of  the  spirits  may  have  the  most  fatal  effects  on 
the  tenement  of  clay.  We  will  not  positively  assert  that  it  is  so,  but 
trust  that  the  choleric  will,  for  their  own  sake,  if  not  out  of  regard  to  the  quiet 
of  others,  believe  it  to  be  very  possible.  Now,  whether  the  temporary 
loss  of  Miss  Priscilla's  box — for  we  may  at  once  state  that  it  was  in  a 
few  hours  restored  to  her— chained  as  that  box  was  to  the  dearest  fibres  of 
her  heart,  and  then  by  violent  disruption,  cast  away— opened  wounds,  not 
well  healed,  and  never  again  to  close— -or  whether  her  time  was  nearly 
done,  and  the  separation  of  the  gold  snuff-box  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  tragedy  that  followed — we  leave  to  higher  wits  to  decide.  It  is, 
however,  a  part  oif  our  task  to  inform  the  reader  that  aunt  Priscilla  sick- 
ened, and,  in  one  month  after  her  trip  to  Twickenham,  died. 

"  You  must  get  something,  now.  Jack ;  you  were  her  favorite,"  said 
young  Corkton,  a  bottle  friend  of  Jack's. 

"  Poor  old  gu>l,"  said  Jack.     "  I  think  she  was  the  only  one  of  them 
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who  cared  for  me.  And  I  did  n't  uae  her  well — ^I  was  n't  as  attentive  as 
I  might  have  heen.    Poor  oU  Priscilla  I " 

"Death  most  oome,  Jack.  He's  a^ngly  fellow,' to  he  sore;  but 
when  the  skall  and  cross-bones  are  well  gilt,  they  're  not  so  bad.  I  sup- 
pose, now,  you  'U  keep  your  hunters  and  pack  ?  Egad !  yi)u  're  a  lucky 
fellow — ^there  's  such  a  bargain  in  the  way  oi  hounds." 

"  We  shall  see,  Tom,"  said  Robinson ;  who  in  due  time  was  summoned 
to  the  funeral ;  and  the  ceremony  over,  to  the  reading  of  aunt  Prisoilla's 
will.  Jack  Bobinson  found  himself  do?ni  for  ten  thousand  pounds. 
"  Excellent  aunt !  "  ejacuUted  Bobinson,  about  to  weep  at  the  benevolence 
of  the  deceased,  when  he  was  desired  to  attend  to  the  reading  of  a  codicil, 
that  transferred  the  ten  thousand  pounds  to  John  Robinson,  to  "my  be- 
loved nephew  Creeply,  together  with  my  gold  snuff-box,  in  token  of  his 
courageous  recovery  of  the  same." 

"  So,  Peter,"  said  Jack  Robinson,  meeting  him  a  week  afterwards, 
"  so  Peter,  I  wia^  you  joy  of  your  fortune — did  n't  know  you  could  swim. 
'T  was  all  my  own  foult ;  you  attended  to  the  wishes  of  the  old  ladv,  and 
I — well.    I  deserve  my  loss.    But  I  did  n't  know  you  could  dive ! 

"  Dive,  Jack !  not  I ;  dive  I  not  a  bit  of  it" 

"  Why,  does  n't  the  will  say  as  mush  ?  '  Courageous  conduct ' — ^how 
did  you  get  the  box  ?  For  my  part,  you  know,  I  went  away  with  Cork- 
ton  and  Springley,  and  we  got  so  drunk  I     But  how  did  it  happen  ?  " 

"I  think — ^for  she  wasn't  quite  herself,  poor  woman — that  my  dear 
aunt  believed  I  had  risked  my  life  to  fish  up  her  box.  Not  I,  Jack,  de- 
pend on  't,"  and  Peter,  assured  of  the  t^n  thousand  pounds,  could  a£R>rd 
to  be  candid-  "  The  truth  is,  it  struck  me  that  it  was  possible,  when  the 
tide  went  down,  that  the  t)ox  might  be  found  in  the  mud.  So  keeping 
my  thoughts  to  myeelf,  and  persuading  my  aunt  to  depend  entirely  upon 
me— ha  T  ha ! — ^whilst  you  were  with  Corkton  and  Springley,  I  went  at 
night  and  sat  on  the  bank  of  the  river." 

"I  se^and  while,  like  a  fool,  I  was  kughing  and  swaUowing 
wme    

"  I  was  watching  the  going  down  of  the  tide,"  answered  Peter,  and  he 
grinned  at  the  recollection  of  his  cunning. 

"  Well,  I  was  a  fool,"  exclaimed  Jack  Bobinson — "  I  was  a  fool  I  I 
could  have  dived  and  brought  up  the  box  ;  I  was  a  fool !  " 

Pity  it  is  that  those  fitted  to  seize  a  treasure  from  any  depth  should 
leave  it  unregarded,  a  prize  for  the  patient  lookers  out  who  can  do  nothr 
ing  more  than  watch  the  "  going  down  of  the  tide." 


CHAFTBB  IV. 


Jack  Robinson  was  now  without  a  friend.  It  was  not  enough  that  he 
had  forfeited  the  intended  legacy  of  aunt  Priscilla,  but  he  lost  with  the 
ten  thousand  pounds  the  little  credit  he  had  with  his  relations ;  whilst 
Peter  Creeply,  from  the  moment  the  tenor  of  the  maiden's  will  was  known, 
rose  in  the  estimation  of  all  the  world.     There  never  was  such  a  graceless 
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good-for-nothing  as  Jack  Robinson !  There  ooold  not  be  a  finer  gentleman 
or  a  better  man  than  Peter  Creeply. 

Poor  Robinson,  the  victim  of  early  impressions,  capable  of  doing  twenty 
things  better  than  seven-tenths  of  his  follows,  did  nothing  for  that  veiy 
reason.  He  aank  in  reputation,  health,  and  spirits ;  and  at  forty,  behold 
Jack  Robinson  in  a  garret,  when,  with  the  fair  use  of  his  talents  and 
moderate  fortune  to  back  them,  the  same  Jack  Robinson  might  have  been 
lord  of  a  rich  manor — ^the  useful  member  for  the  borough. 

"  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Robinson,"  cried  his  landlady,  stealing  unheard 
by  him  into  his  wretched  attic,  where  Jack  sat,  with  his  head  in  his  hand, 
Btanne  at  an  empty  grate.  ^ 

"  Oh !  what 's  the  matter,  Mrs.  Carey?  "  asked  Robinson. 

"  Do  you  know  the  very  thine  has  happened  that  will  suit  you*  Ton 
sud,  last  Friday,  you  should  like  to  get  a  schooL  Now,  this  morning, 
the  parish  schoolmaster  died.  A  comfortable  place,  sir,  for  them  as  likes 
the  business :  house,  coals,  candles,  and  I  do  n't  know  what  salary,"  said 
the  landlady. 

"  I  '11  see  about  it  immediately,  Mrs.  Carey,"  said  Robinson,  starting 
up  and  taking  his  hat. 

"  Stay,  Mr.  Robinson ;  I  '11  tell  you  what  has  come  into  my  bead. 
There 's  Mr.  Quick,  the  whip-maker,  a  kind  soul — ^my  boy  will  show  you 
where  he  lives— -go  to  him,  he  's  overseer,  vestryman,  and  a  great  person 
in  the  parish.  Get  his  interest,  and  I  'm  bound  for  it  you  have  the  place. 
Here  tiemmy,"  and  Mrs.  Carey  desired  her  boy  to  see  Mr.  Robinson  to 
Mr.  Quick's,  the  Wiip-maker. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  child  pointed  out  the  door  of  the  vestryman, 
and  returned  home.  Robinson  paused  a  moment,  and  was  about  to  go 
into  the  shop,  when  a  gentleman  passed  him,  and  was  about  to  enter ; 
their  eyes  met,  and  for  a  moment  they  stared  at  each  other. 

*'  Surely,"  said  the  gentleman,  ''your  name  is — ^is  Robinson?  " 

"  And  surely,"  said  Jack,  "  I  see  my  old  schoolfellow.  Brown  ?  " 

"  How  odd  that  we  should  meet  after  so  many  years ! "  siud  Brown. 
'*  But  come  in,  I  lodge  with  Mr.  Quick." 

"  That 's  strange !     I  had  something  to  ask  of  him,"  said  Robinson. 

"  Out  of  town,  and  won't  return  until  to-morrow.  Come  in ;  stay, 
Jack,  we  shall  be  more  comfortable  at  a  coflfee-house— come  along,"  and 
the  schoolfellows  took  their  way  to  a  neighboring  house,  where  Brown 
played  the  host.  "  And  how  have  you  been.  Jack  ?  Though  not  rich 
yourself,  you  had  an  army  of  rich  friends ;  I  hope  they  've  not  left  you 
poor,  eh?"  and  Brown  unconsciously  glanced  at  the  whitened  edges  of 
Robinson's  coat. 

"  No — ^no — ^I  ought  to  be  rich — ^but  I  blame  no  one,"  sud  Robinson. 
*' However,  to  my  business — ^you  can  serve  me,  Brown." 

"  I  shall  be  delighted  to  do  it,  Robinson,"  and  Bro?ni  pledged  his  school- 
follow.  "  Come,  drink;  you  shall  have  as  much  wine  as  you  can  swim 
in.  Ha !  talking  of  swimming,  have  you  ever  met  with  Jones?  Do  you 
recollect  the  flogging  our  master — ^wonder  if  he 's  dead  yet — gave  us 
three  ?    Poor  Smith  T  he  'd  have  made  a  bright  man  1     IPretty  boy  he 
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was,  you  recollect — I  see  him  now,  just  as  he  was  picked  oat  of  the  water 
— ^poor  Smith  I     But  you  say  I  can  serve  you — speak,  my  hoy." 

'*  Have  you  any  interest  with  Mr.  Quick  ?  "  asked  Robinson. 

"  Do  anything  in  the  world  for  me,"  answered  Brown. 

"  I  understand  he  has  great  influence  in  the  vestry ;  the  appointment 
of  the  new  schoolmaster  rests  with  that  body.  I — I  " — ^Robinson  felt  his 
cheeks  creep  with  blushes — "  I  think  you  can  answer  for  my  capability — 
will  you  ask  Mr.  Quick  to'  stir  himself  in  my  behalf?  It  is  of  conse- 
quence to  me,  Brown,"  said  Bobinson,  stammeringly. 

Brown  looked  confused,  thoughtful.  He  drew  himself  up  to  his  school- 
mate, and  laid  his  hand  on  Robinson's  knee.  "  My  good  fellow,  for 
old  times,  I  should  be  most  happy  to  serve  you — ^I  should  indeed,  John, 
but  the  truth  is,  I  never  in  all  my  life  asked  a.  &vor  of  Quick,  and  as 
I  never  did  ask,  I — ^you  see — ^I " — and  Brown,  with  dropped  jaw,  stared 
at  Robinson. 

"  Say  no  more — ^I  beg  your  pardon,"  said  Robinson,  and  he  rose,  and 
incapable  of  self-control,  rushed  into  the  street,  leaving  Brown,  (*'  who 
could  n't  swim,")  bewildered  and  ashamed. 

The  next  day  Robinson  cidled  at  Quick's  house,  and  learned  that  he 

had  not  yet  arrived  from  the  borough  of ,  where  he  had  a  vote, 

which  he  had  journeyed  to  give  to  Squire  Jones,  of  Homepickle  Hall. 
The  election,  however,  was  over,  and  the  next  day  Mr.  Quick  would  be  at 
home. 

"Jones — Squire  Jones— of  Homepickle  Hall,"  mused  Robinson  ;  and 
as  the  member  was  confined  by  a  political  fit  of  the  gout  to  London,  Rob- 
inson was  resolved  to  wait  upon  hup,  for  he  recognized  his  old  schoolfellow 
in  the  new-made  senator.  "  It  *s  hard  indeed,  if  I  do  n't  find  him  a  little 
warmer  than  that  nincompoop.  Brown,"  thought  Robinson,  as  he  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  prayed  an  audience  of  the  Squire. 

We  pass  the  meeting  of  the  schoolfellows — ^the  protestations  of  service 
on  the  part  of  Jones.  He  would  immediately  see  his  friendly  constituent, 
Quick,  and  secure  the  office  of  pedagogue  for  Jack  Robinson ;  Jack 
might  rely  upon  it. 

Before  the  election  came  on,  Robinson  waited  upon  Mr.  Quick,  and 
communicated  to  him  his  hopes  and  pretensions.  "  Mr.  Jones,  the  mem- 
ber for ,  you  know  Mr.  Jones?     asked  Robinson. 

"0,  yes,"  replied  Mr.  Quick,  **  veiy  intimately !  " 

"  He  promised  to  see  you  on  the  business — ^he  has  doubtless  " 

**  Not  at  all— ^ever  see  him — ^never  heard  from  him — very  sorry,  in- 
deed," interrupted  Mr.  Quick. 

**  Good  morning,  sir — ^good  morning,"  cried  Robinson,  disgusted,  sick 
at  heart ;  and  he  hurried  home  to  his  miserable  lodging,  where  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  parliamentary  member,  upbraiding  him,  in  scorching  words, 
with  his  broken  promise. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Jones'  footman  bipught  back  a  missive  from  the 
senator,  in  which  he  **  assured  Mr.  Robinson  that  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  not 
forgotten  him ;  'on  the  contrary,  he  (Mr.  J.)  had  personally  called  at  Mr. 
Quick's  house ;  and  not  finding  him  at  home,  had  left  his  (Mr.  J.'s)  busi- 
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ness  with  the  little  boy,  which  Mr.  Jones  oonsidered  to  be  '  goiDg  quite 
fcr  enough ! ' " 

A  week  afterwards,  the  election  took  place.  Bobinson,  in  utter  hope- 
lessness, addressed  the  board,  soliciting  Uie  appointment  The  day  aner 
the  election,  Mrs.  Carej,  with  unusual  smiles,  informed  her  lodger  that 
an  old  man  from vestry  had  a  letter  for  him. 

'*  An  old  man  ?  "  asked  Kobinson,  listlessly. 

'*  From  the  workhouse ;  poor  man ;  he 's  something  of  a  schohir,  and 
has  seen  better  days." 

"  A  schokr !  the  workhouse  I  and  that  will  be  my  &te,"  muttered 
Bobinson. 

"  Here  he  comes,  sir,"  said  Mrs.  Carey,  as  she  heard  the  old  man  sham- 
bling up  the  stairs. 

The  man  crawled  into  the  garret.  His  back  was  bent  as  with  a  hun- 
dred years,  and  he  spoke  in  nissing,  whistling  tones.  ''  I  've  brought  a 
letter — ^hem !  hem ! — a  letter — ^from  the  vestry — ^hem  I  There  's  good 
luck  in  it,  I  know — you  're  elected  schoolmaster." 

The  old  man  spoke  truly.  For  once  a  vestry  had  been  won  by  litera- 
ture— ^the  intelligent  style  of  Bobinson  had  secured  his  election.  Bobin- 
son was  to  appear ^fbre  the  board  the  next  day  to  receive  his  appointment 

"  I — I  was  a  schoolmaster  once  myself,"  said  the  old  man. 

'*  You ! "  sighed  Bobinson,  as  he  gazed  upon  the  human  misery  be- 
fore him. 

"  Yes — I — ^I  hope  as  I  've  brought  you  good  news,  you  '11  give  me 

something  to  drink — nunc  e9t  bibendum — hem  !     hem  I — ^I  kept 

house  at " 

'*  Good  God  I  "  exclaimed  Bobinson,  "you  are" — ^he  said  no  more^ 
but,  holding  one  hand  before  his  eyes,  he  with  the  other  motioned  to  Mrs. 
Carey  to  lead  away  the  old  man,  who  was  no  other  than  **  Jones,  Brown 
and  Bobinson's  "  flogging  schoolmaster.  The  original  cause  of  his  &11 
was  never  fully  known,  but  it  was  whispered  that  the  pedagogue  had  been 
convicted  of  embezzling  the  pocket  money  of  his  scholars. 

Bobinson  had  compassed  his  wish.  He  could  next  day  insure  himself  a 
decent  competence.  Therefore,  at  the  hour  the  vestry  met  to  confer  the 
appointment,  their  chosen  schoolmaster  lay  day-dreaming  in  his  garret  bed. 
His  few  remaining  years  were  the  years  of  a  vagabond. 

Such  is  the  life  of  Brown  who  **  could  n't  swim ;  "  of  Jones  who  could 
"  swim  a  little ;  "  and  of  the  capable  Bobinson  who  could  "  swim  anywhere." 

He  who  was  flogged  for  learning,  lived  and  died  a  dunce  ;  he  who  knew 
little,  learned  no  more ;  and  he  who  knew  all  things,  had  this  precept 
scourged  into  his  blood — to  make  use  of  none. 

'*  Tub  '  BiBCH '  IS  father  of  the  man." 


^  ■♦. 


0^  It  was  said  recently  of  a  heartless  but  polished  hypocrite,  that  the 
reason  he  never  said  mean  things  was  because  he  was  so  fond  of  doin^ 
them. 


w 


I860.]  Muanic  Science  in  Great  Britain,  ,  117 


IN    ORBLA.T    BRITAJN. 


BT  BVr.  OfOBOl  OUTIB,  B.D. 


[CONCLUDBD.] 

But  the  most  dUtinguisbing  glory  of  Freemasonry  is  Charity ;  which, 
indeed,  constitutes  the  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.' 
Public  institutions  for  benevolent  purposes  have  sprung  up  in  every  me- 
tropolis and  provincial  town  throughout  the  world ;  and  there  is  no  class 
of  destitution  which  is  now  unprovided  with  a  retreat,  where  their  sorrows 
are  assuaged  and  their  wants  supplied.  The  good  Samaritan  is  every- 
where at  .work.  In  this  point  of  view,  also,  Freemasonry  must  be  re- 
garded as  the  agent  of  unbounded  good.  To  its  male  and  female  orphan 
schools,  and  fund  of  benevolence,  which  have  long  been  in  active  and 
beneficial  operation,  we  have  added  not  only  an  asylum  for  the  worthy  aged 
and  decayed  members  of  the  Fraternity,  and  an  annuity  fund  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  same  class  of  destitute  persons,  but  a  projected  establishment 
for  the  permanent  support  of  the  widows  of  indigent  Freemasons  has  been 
mooted  in  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  best  wishes  of  the  Craft  for  its  happy 
termination ;  and  I  do  not  entertain  the  slightest  doubt  but  it  will  ulti- 
mately be  accomplished.  In  addition  to  all  these  noble  institutions,  we 
have  private  Masonic  funds  for  benevolent  purposes  in  many  of  the  Lodges 
both  of  the  old  and  new  world. 

These  details  will  clearly  evince  the  claims  which  Masonry  has  on  the 
community  at  large ;  and  that  the  active  part  she  has  sustained  in  for- 
warding the  benevolent  enterprises  by  which  the  present  age  is  distin- 
guished, merits  public  approbation.  We  appear  to  be  on  the  eve  of  some 
great  and  organic  changes ;  whether  for  good  or  evil,  the  Groat  Architect 
of  the  Universe  can  only  determine.  But  it  behooves  Freemasonry  to 
take  such  steps  in  the  great  drama  of  life,  as  to  secure,  if  it  be  possible,  the 
predominance  of  good.  She  ought  to  occupy  the  foremost  rank  in  the 
work  of  amelioration,  to  watch  over  the  best  interests  of  the  public,  and 
endeavor  to  prevent  the  inconsiderate  and  unwary  from  being  misled  by 
the  fiilse  glitter  of  unsound  theories  on  the  one  hand,  and  hollow  profes- 
sions on  the  other,  which  are  sure  to  terminate  in  disappointment  and  dis- 
grace, and  perhaps  in  consequences  of  a  much  more  serious  nature. 

If  Freemasonry  does  not  thus  exert  the  influence  she  undoubtedly  pos- 
sesses for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  her  social  claims  will  be  nullified,  and 
her  pretensions  pronounced  to  be  an  empty  boast.  It  is  quite  clear, 
from  a  consideration  of  the  uniform  and  gradual  alterations  and  improve- 

8  —  VOL.  VI.     NO.  in. 


118  Masonic  Science  in  Great  Britain,        [September, 

ments  in  the  details  of  Speculative  FreemaBonry  by  sucoessive  Orand 
Lodges,  tbat  it  was  never  intended  to  be  stationary.  The  science  bad  no 
prescribed  lectures  before  the  revival  in  1717,  but  every  Master  of  a 
Lodge  exhorted  his  brethren  to  the  practice  of  moral  virtue,  in  short  and 
extemporaneous  addresses,  according  to  his  own  capacity,  and  adapted  to 
the  comprehension  of  the  brethren  and  the  state  of  the  Lodge.  An  old 
Masonic  manuscript  of  the  tenth  century,  as  is  supposed,  which  may  be 
found  in  the  Old  Koyal  Library  in  the  British  Museum,  contains  ample 
directions  for  this  purpose.  It  strongly  recommends  the  brethren  to  offer 
up  their  prayers  regularly  to  God  through  Christ ;  to  do  their  duty  to  each 
other,  and  to  be  constant  in  their  attendance  on  the  divine  services  of  the 
church.     It  concludes  by  advising. 

Flay  thou  not  but  with  tby  peres, 

Nj  tell  thoa  not  al  that  thoa  heres, 

Djskeyer  thou  not  thyn  owne  deede, 

For  no  merye,  ny  for  no  mede ; 

With  fayr  speche  thou  myght  have  thy  wylle,     ^ 

With  hyt  thou  myght  thy  selven  spylle. 

Cryst  then  of  hys  hye  grace, 
Geve  yow  bothe  wytte  and  space, 
Wei  thys  boke  to  conne  and  rede 
Heven  to  have  for  yowre  mede ! 
Amen !    Amen  1    So  mote  hyt  be, 
Say  we  so  alle  per  charyte. 

In  the  Lansdowne  MS.  in  the  British  Museum — ^Burleigh  Papers,  N. 
98,  Art.  38 — we  have  another  specimen  of  this  moral  teaching,  which  is 
of  great  antiquity.  The  Master  is  there  directed,  "  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  to  be  true  to  God  and  holy  Church,  and  to 
use  no  error  or  heresy ;  to  be  a  true  liege  man  to  the  king,  and  to  do  to 
every  brother  as  he  would  like  to  be  done  to  himself.  That  he  shall  keep 
truly  all  the  council  of  the  Lodge  or  of  the  Chamb^r ;  be  no  thief;  true  to 
the  Master ;  and  call  his  fellows  by  no  other  name  than  brother.  That  he 
shall  not  injure  or  pollute  his  brother's  wife  or  daughter ;  and  shall  hon- 
estly pay  for  everything  he  has."* 

The  earliest  authorized  lectures  which  I  have  met  with  were  compiled 
from  such  ancient  documents  as  these,  and  arranged  in  a  catecheticid  form  by 
Desagttliers  and  Anderson,  as  early  as  1720.  And  this  form  was  adopted 
because  it  was  considered  to  be  more  useful  in  assisting  the  memory,  and 
affording  an  efficient  remedy  against  forgetfhlness  and  want  of  attention,  than 

•  •  The  same  paper  contains  many  other  charges  for  the  regulation  of  condnet,  most  of  which, 
howeT«T,  may  be  found  in  the  16th  Bd.  of  Preston,  p.  71,  and  see  F.  Q.  R.  1848,  p.  142. 
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any  other  plan.  The  questions  and  answers  are  short  and  oomprehensive, 
and  contain  a  brief  digest  of  the  general  principles  of  the  Craffc,  as  it  was 
understood  at  that  period.  The  first  lecture  extended  to  the  greatest 
length,  but  the  replies  were  circumscribed  within  a-  very  narrow  compass. 
The  second  was  shorter,  and  the  third,  called  "  The  Master's  Part,"  con- 
tained only  seven  questions,  besides  the  explanations  and  examinations. 

If,  under  such  an  imperfect  system,  Freemak)nry  had  not  been  suscepti- 
ble of  improvement,  it  could  not  have  stood  its  ground  during  the  rapid 
progress  of  a  taste  for  refined  literature,  and  the  accomplishments  of  civ- 
ilized life  which  distinguished  the  beginning  and  middle  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Intelligent  brethren,  however,  soon  became  aware  that  some- 
thing more  than  the  repetition  of  a  few  set  phrases  and  routine  explana- 
tions, however  interesting  and  important  they  might  be  in  themselves,  was 
required  to  cement  the  prosperity^  and  perpetuate  the  existence  of  a  great 
society,  which  professed  to  convey  superior  advantages,  and  laid  claim  to 
a  higher  character  than  any  of  the  numerous  antagonistic  clubs  and  cote- 
ries of  similar  pretensions  by  which  it  was  surrounded.  A  new  arrange- 
ment was  therefore  pronounced  necessary  in  the  year  1732,  and  Martin 
Clare,  A.  M.,  a  celebrated  Mason,  who  ultimately  attained  the  rank  of 
D.  G.  M.,  was  commissioned  to  prepare  a  course  of  lectures,  adapted  to 
the  existing  state  of  the  Order,  without  infringing  on  the  ancient  land- 
marks ;  and  he  executed  his  task  so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  that  his  lectures  were  ordered  to  be  used  -  by  all  the  brethren 
within  the  limits  of  its  jurisdiction.  In  accordance  with  this  command,  we 
find  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge  setting  an  example  in  the  provinces ; 
and  in  the  minutes  of  a  Lodge  at  Lincoln,  in  1734,  of  which  Sir  Cecil 
Wray,  the  D.  G.  M.,  was  the  Master,  there  are  a  series  of  entries 
through  successive  Lodge  nights,  to  the  following  effect:  *'that  two  or 
more  sections,  as  the  case  might  be,  of  Martin  Clare's  lectures  were  read ; 
when  the  Master  gave  an  elegant  charge  ;  went  through  an  examination  ; 
and  the  Lodge  was  closed  with  songs  and  decent  merriment."  An  evi- 
dent proof  of  the  authority  of  Martin  Clare's  lectures,  or  the  D.  G.  M. 
would  not  have  been  so  careful  to  enforce  their  use  amongst  the  breth- 
ren over  whom  he  presided  in  private  Lodge. 

These  lectures  were  nothing  more  than  the  amplification  of  the  system 
propounded  by  Anderson  and  Desaguliers,  enlightened  by  the  addition  of 
a  few  moral  references  and  admonitions  extracted  from  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments.  They  also  contained  a  simple  allusion  to  the  senses,  and  the 
theological  ladder  with  staves  or  rounds  innumerable. 

Freemasonry  was  now  making  a  rapid  progress  in  the  island,  both  in 
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dignity  and  usefolness ;  and  its  popularity  in  a  proportionate  degree.  Sci- 
entific and  learned  men  were  enrolled  in  its  ranks,  and  Martin  Clare's 
lectures  were  obliged,  in  their  turn,  to  give  way  before  the  increasing  intel- 
ligence of  the  Order.  They  were  revised  and  remodelled  by  Bro.  Dunck- 
erley,  P.  G.  M.,  and  Grand  Superintendent  for  almost  half  the  entire 
kingdom,  whose  opinion  was  considered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  as  decisive  on 
all  matters  connected  with  the  Craft  In  these  lectures,  Dunckerley  in- 
troduced many  types  of  Christ,  and  ended  the  ladder  with  three  principal 
steps  as  an  approach  to  the  supernal  regions,  which  he  called  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity.  His  disquisition  was  founded  on  1  Cor.  xiii. ;  and  he  might 
have  had  in  view  the  true  Christian  doctrine  of  three  states  of  the  souL 
First,  in  its  tabernacle  the  body,  as  an  illustration  of  Faith ;  then,  after 
death,  in  Hades,  Sheol,  or  Paradise,  as  the  fruits  of  Hope ;  and  lastly, 
when  reunited  to  the  body  in  glory,  about  the  throne  of  God,  as  the 
sacred  seat  of  universal  Charity.  The  original  hint  at  a  circle  and  paral- 
lel lines,  as  important  symbols  of  the  Order,  has  been  ascribed  to  him. 

Thus  the  lectures  remained  until  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  century, 
when  Hutchinson  in  the  north  and  Preston  in  the  south  of  England,  burst 
on  the  Masonic  world  like  two  brilliant  suns,  each  enlightening  his  own 
hemisphere,  and  each  engaged  in  the  meritorious  design  of  improving  the 
existing  lectures,  without  being  conscious  that  his  worthy  ootemporary  was 
pursuing  the  same  track.  There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  they  sub- 
sequently coalesced,  and  produced  a  joint  lecture,  which,  though  regarded 
at  first  with  some  degree  of  jealousy,  as  an  unauthorized  compilation,  was 
at  length  adopted,  and  carried  into  operation  by  the  concurrent  usage  of 
the  whole  Fraternity.  This  course  of  lectures  was  in  practice  till  the 
reunion  in  1813,  and  I  believe  there  are  still  many  Lodges  who  prefer 
them  to  the  Hemming  or  Union  lectures,  and  still  continue  their  use. 

With  all  these  facts  before  us,  it  is  clear  that  Freemasonry  has  under- 
gone many  changes  since  its  revival  after  the  death  of  Sir  Christopher 
Wren.  The  essentials  remain  the  same,  but  the  details  have  sustained 
considerable  modifications,  and  are  susceptible  of  still  more  improvement. 
He  who  ascends  the  Masonic  ladder,  must  not  tarry  at  the  portal  of  Hope, 
if  he  wishes  to  attain  the  summit.  If  we  are  anxious  to  practice  our- 
selves, or  to  disseminate  for  the  benefit  of  others,  the  poetry  and  philoso- 
phy of  Masonry,  it  will  be  necessary  to  show  that  such  progressive  altera- 
tions may  be  safely  made,  without  any  violation  of  the  real  ancient  land- 
marks, or  incurring  the  rbk  of  weakening  its  hold  on  the  purest 
affections. 

The  opinion  of  our  late  Grand  Master,  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
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was  fiivorable  to  the  views  here  exhibited.  He  pabliclj  declared  in  Grand 
Lodge  that,  consistently  with  the  laws  of  Masonry,  "  so  long  as  the  Mas- 
ter of  any  Lodge  observed  the  Landmarks  of  the  Craft,  he  was  at  liberty 
to  give  the  Lectares  in  the  language  best  suited  to  the  character  of  the 
Lodge  over  which  he  presided."*  And  as  an  illustration  of  his  opinion, 
the  Lodge  of  Reconciliation  was  authorized  to  revise  and  re-construct  the 
lectures  which  were  in  existence  at  that  period.  Under  these  circumstances, 
if  some  slight  alterations  and  improvements  were  made  in  the  working  de- 
tails of  the  Order  at  the  present  day,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  I  should  anticipate  the  happiest  results  from  the  measure. 

But  the  question  will  be  asked,  how  is  this  to  be  accomplished  ?  By 
what  process  is  such  a  desirable  object  to  be  attained,  without  an  invasion 
of  Landmarks,  which  are  so  strictly  guarded  by  a  fundamental  by-law, 
that  their  integrity  cannot  be  violated  without  inflicting  some  serious 
injury  on  the  Institution?  The  process  is  simple,  and  I  think  practicable; 
and  even  if  it  be  attended  with  some  trifling  disadvantages,  they  would  be 
amply  compensated  by  improvements  which  might  be  efiected  under  a  judi- 
cious modification  of  the  lectures  in  existence. 

Thus,  if  the  Landmarks  and  such  portions  of  the  Lectures  of  each 
degree  are  indispensable  to  the  purity  and  character  of  the  Order,  were 
drawn  out  carefully  and  judiciously  in  the  shape  of  a  series  of  moral  ax- 
ioms, and  divided  into  degrees,  sections,  and  clauses,  constructed  with  an 
equal  regard  to  brevity  and  perspicuity,  and  accompanied  by  a  strict  in- 
junction that  every  hrother  shall  he  perfectly  acquainted  with  each  before 
he  is  admitted  to  a  higher  degree^  it  seems  highly  probable  that  the  most 
beneficial  results  would  be  produced.  It  may,  indeed,  be  imagined  that, 
under  such  a  regimen,  many  brethren  would  not  advance  beyond  the  first 
degree.  I  am  of  a  diflferent  opinion.  The  test  might  discourage  indolent 
and  careless  candidates,  but  it  would  invite  and  augment  the  initiations  of 
men  of  higher  character.  The  facilities  afllbrded  by  our  present  qualifica- 
tions fill  our  ranks  with  brotherhood  who  do  us  little  credit ;  and  the  society 
would  be  really  benefited  by  their  absence.  A  Lodge,  consisting  of  a 
dozen  scientific  members,  would  be  more  respectable,  more  useful,  and 
more  popular,  than  if  it  were  filled  with  an  uncounted  number  of  sots,  or 
even  with  dull  prosaic  brothers  who  are  indiflferent  to  the  poetry  and  phi- 
losophy of  the  Order. 

I  should  certainly  anticipate  no  diminution  of  numbers  under  such  a 
course  of  strict  and  wholesome  discipline.  The  only  perceptible  efieot 
would  be  to  improve  the  character  of  the  brethren,  by  creating  a  spirit  of 

*  Qnartarlj  Commiinioatloii,  December,  1819. 
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inquiry  and  discrimination,  wbich  would  tend  to  make  it  their  sole  aim,  as 
Masons,  to  increase  their  knowledge,  purify  their  minds,  and  prepare 
themselves,  by  the  morality  of  science,  for  more  perfection  in  another  and 
a  better  state  of  existence.  In  our  Lodges,  some  brethren  are  always  un- 
fortunately to  be  found,  with  whom  refreshment  is  the  great  attraction  and 
the  primary  stimulus  to  their  attendance  at  our  stated  meetings;  but  .on  the 
improved  principle  that  I  would  recommend,  refreshment,  although  by  no 
means  to  be  dispensed  with,  would  constitute  a  secondary  motive,  while  it 
contributed  to  give  a  zest  to  the  theoretical  discussions  and  practical  enjoy- 
ment which  result  from  the  social  intercourse  of  congenial  minds  with  each 
other. 

The  only  difficulty  which  appears  to  attend  the  above  plan,  would  be 
in  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  a  digest  that  would  meet  the 
requirements  of  every  section  of  the  Craft ;  because  in  a  matter  of  such 
importance,  the  concurrence  of  every  Orand  Lodge  in  the  universe  should 
be  obtained,  that  a  perfect  uniformity  in  work  might  prevail. 

Every  institution,  to  be  perfect,  should  be  consistent  with  itself.  And 
hence  the  insufficiency  of  the  present  lectures  may  be  questioned.  It  is 
therefore  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  Fraternity  should  be  &irly 
awakened  to  the  subject,  that  they  may  take  the  premises  into  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  endeavor  to  place  Freemasonry  on  so  substantial 
a  basis,  as  to  constitute  the  unmixed  pride  of  its  finends  and  defenders ; 
and  defy  the  malice  of  its  traducers  and  foes,  if  any  snch  are  stiU  to  be 
found  amongst  those  who  are  indifferent  to  its  progress. 

It  appears  to  me  that  all  difficulty  would  vanish,  and  a  satisfactoiy 
arrangement  of  the  various  matters  at  issue  might  be  obtained,  if  the 
Orand  Lodge  were  to  appoint  a  committee,  composed  of  brethren, readent 
in  London,  augmented  by  delegates  appointed  from  the  Provinces,  to 
inquire  into  all  the  varieties  in  the  di£ferent  systems  of  lecturing  through- 
out the  Masonic  world,  and  report  upon  them  seriatim.  And  with 
respect  to  the  Landmarks — as  very  few  points  of  difierence  were  included 
in  the  original  system — it  would  remain  an  open  qaestion  whether,  by  an 
attempt  to  reconcile  every  variety  of  subsequent  introduction,  the  real 
Landmarks  of  the  Order  would  be  at  all  invaded.  I  shall  decline  pro- 
nouncing any  positive  opinion  on  this  point,  but  leave  it  entirely  to  the 
judgment  of  others. 

But  should  the  adoption  of  any  snch  measure  be  deemed  expedient,  the 
Orand  Lodge  would  not  be  expected  to  pledge  itself  to  the  absolute  sano- 
tion  of  an  incipient  report  of  the  committee,  which  could  be  scarcely  free 
from  errors.    It  would  be  competent  to  receive  the  report ;  but  I  should 
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doubt,  in  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance,  whether  that  section  of  it 
which  osaallj  meets  in  Freemasons'  Hall,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  Mas- 
ters and  Wardens  of  the  metropolitan  Lodges,  would  be  willing  to  decide 
the  question  without  a  formal  appeal  to  such  members  of  the  Orand  Lodge 
as  reside  in  the  country,  comprising  a  great  majority  of  its  body. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  report  would  be  naturally  trans- 
mitted to  the  G.  M.  of  each  Province,  for  the  consideration  of  local  com- 
mittees, consisting  of  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  the  Lodges,  with  the 
P.  G.  M.  at  their  head,  and  any  other  scientific  brethren  out  of  office 
whom  they  might  think  proper  to  associate  with  them.  The  reports  from 
each  of  these  minor  bodies,  being  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  should 
be  subjected  to  a  new  committee  for  collation  and  revision,  and  embodied 
in  a  general  statement  of  the  entire  results.  A  draft  of  this  being  for- 
warded to  all  the  provincial  committees  for  their  approval,  should  be 
finally  submitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  who  would  then,  after  other  prelimi- 
naries had  been  arranged,  be  in  a  condition  to  pass  a  decisive  resolution 
on  the  subject.  Communications  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Scotland,  Lreland,  America,  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  all 
other  places  where  they  exist,  accompanied  by  a  detail  of  the  steps  which 
had  been  taken  for  the  purification  of  the  Order ;  recommending  the  alter- 
ations to  their  notice,  and  soliciting  their  concurrence.  And  as  there  appears 
to  be  an  universal  desire  throughout  the  whole  Masonic  world  for  some 
uniform  system  of  working,  an  opposition  to  the  measure  is  scarcely  to  be 
contemplated.  Effectually  to  prevent  such  a  result,  however,  it  might  be 
advisable  to  communicate  with  the  foreign  Grand  Lodges  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  proceedings,  soliciting  their  fraternal  suggestions ;  and  a  draft 
of  the  final  resolution  ought  also  to  be  submitted  to  each  of  them  for 
approval,  before  it  passed  into  a  law  which  should  be  for  ever  binding  on 
the  whole  Fraternity  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  as  it  would  be  the  concurrent  pro- 
duction of  the  united  wisdom  and  research  of  all  classes  interested  in  the 
triumphant  progress  of  the  Order. 

Under  some  well-organized  plan  of  this  nature,  I  am  sanguine  enough 
to  entertain  a  certain  anticipation  of  such  results  as  would  be  generally 
satisfactory;  and  enable  Freemasonry  to  produce  a  visible  and  genial 
effect  upon  the  taste,  habits,  literature,  and  morals  of  the  times. 

A  regular  and  authentic  text-book  being  thus  provided  to  preserve  the 
uniformity  of  the  Order  throughout  the  universe,  every  master  of  a  Lodge 
should  be  directed,  either  by  himself  or  some  other  well-informed  brother 
of  his  appointment,  to  select  a  passage  from  this  genuine  fountain  of  truth, 
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and  deliver  an  original  lecture  each  Lodge  nigbt  for  the  edification  of  the 
brethren ;  after  which,  a  viva  voce  examination  should  take  place ;  or, 
which  would  in  some  instances  be  better,  a  general  conversation  on  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  thus  selected.  Such  temperate  discussions  would  excite 
interest  and  attention ;  and  the  energies  of  individual  brethren  being  thus 
brought  out,  much  useful  information  would  be  elicited,  and  a  permanent 
impression  would  be  made  on  the  minds  of  the  junior  brethren,  which 
would  tend  to  cement  a  love  of  the  institution,  produce  a  regular  attend- 
ance of  the  members,  and  be  every  way  advantageous  to  society  at  large. 

The  times  in  which  we  live  are  peculiarly  characterized  by  a  deep  re- 
search into  the  causes  of  things,  and  bold  speculations  for  the  improve^ 
ment  of  science ;  and  while  electricity  and  chemistry,  steam  and  gas,  and 
machinery  of  every  kind,  are  earnestly  engaged  in  a  contention  for  supe- 
riority. Freemasonry  must  not  pause  upon  the  threshold ;  while  the  world 
moves  on  in  an  uninterrupted  course  of  improvement,  Freemasonry  must 
not  stand  still ;  for  if  she  hesitates  ever  so  little,  time  will  pass,  and  she 
will  be  distanced  in  the  race. 

I  have  thrown  together  these  few  preliminary  observations  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  a  taste  for  the  poetry  of  Freemasonry  is  necessary 
to  enable  even  an  initiated  brother  to  extract  the  honey  from  the  comb, 
and  to  imbibe  the  sweets  which  the  system  so  abundantly  furnishes.  If 
such  a  feeling  were  universal  among  the  Craft ;  nay,  if  a  few  talented 
brethren  even,  in  every  private  Lodge,  were  in  a  «position  to  devote  a 
small  portion  of  their  time  to  its  cultivation,  the  most  beneficial  results 
would  soon  be  displayed,  in  the  increasing  influence  of  the  Order,  and  its 
popularity  amongst  all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  men. 


Among  the  rainbow  colors  that  glowed  on  my  horizon,  lay  even  in 
childhood,  a  dark  ring  of  Care,  as  yet  no  thicker  than  a  thpead,  and  often 
quite  overshone ;  yet  always  it  reappeared,  nay,  ever  waxing  broader  and 
broader ;  till  in  after-years  it  almost  overshadowed  my  whole  canopy,  and 
threatened  to  engulf  me  in  final  night.  It  was  the  ring  of  Necessity, 
whereby  we  are  all  begirt ;  happy  he  for  whom  a  kind  heavenly  Sun 
brightens  it  into  a  ring  of  Duty,  and  plays  around  it  with  beautiful  pris- 
matic difiractions ;  yet  ever,  as  basis  and  as  bourne  for  our  whole  being,  it 
is  there. —  Oarlyle. 
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From  tihe  researches  of  various  iDdividuals,  particularly  of  Bryant  and 
Faber,  it  seems  now  to  be  most  satisfactorily  determined  that  all  the  an- 
cient mysteries,  as  well  as  the  absurdities,  of  Polytheism,  had  their  origin 
in  distorted  traditional  accounts  of  the  Universal  Deluge ;  but  that  the 
former,  at  least  the  higher  mysteries,  differed  from  the  latter,  inasmuch  as 
a  pure  Theism,  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  were  rigidly  inculcated. 
In  the  early  ages  of  mankind,  all  branches  of  science,  and,  among  these, 
Architecture,  were  entrusted  entirely  to  the  Priests,  or  to  such  as  they 
might  admit  by  initiation ;  but  Beligion,  as  explained  by  the  mysteries, 
was  the  grand  object, — ^science  a  subsidiary  one.  But  after  a  period  of 
400  years,  during  which  Greece  had  advanced  much  in  civilization,  it  is 
^highly  probable  that  some  of  the  initiated  attached  themselves  more  to  one 
branch  than  to  another.  About  the  year  B.  C.  1060,  a  portion  emigrated 
to  Asia  Minor,  and  gave  to  that  country  the  name  of  Ionia.  Here  their 
solemnities  received  the  name  of  the  Dionysian  Mysteries,  and  they  seem 
to  have  been  no  longer  practiced  chiefly  for  inculcating  Religion,  but  as  a 
necessary  initiation  or  purification  of  the  mind  before  the  candidate  could 
be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  an  Architect,  Building  was  peculiarly 
the  object  of  this  new  Association,  and  its  members  were  in  after  time 
known  as  the  Dionysian  Artificers.  All  bodies  which  required  initiation 
before  admission  to  their  privileges,  have  ever  since  been  guided  by  the 
same  principles.  The  initiation,  however  differently  conducted,  was  a 
religious  ceremony,  indicating  a  purification  from  the  vices  of  the  world. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  Essenes  or  primitive  Christians — (not  an  anti- 
christian  sect,  as  Josephus  alleges)  ;  it  was  so  with  the  Templars ;  it  was 
the  same  in  the  first  days  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath  ;  and  it  is  the  same 
with  Freemasonry. 

In  England,  it  has  been  alleged  to  have  existed  in  the  days  of  St.  Al- 
ban,  towards  the  end  of  the  second  century,  and  its  history  has  been  car- 
ried down,  with  great  care,  by  Preston,  in  his  Illustrations,  till  the  close 
of  the  eleventh  century.  But  there  is  not  the  smallest  proof  that  the 
Masons  there  spoken  of  were  more  than  a  Society  of  Builders,  or  that 
any  secret  ceremonial  of  admission  was  employed  by  them,  until  the  estab- 
lishment in  that  country  of  the  Hospitalliers,  or  Knights  of  St  John,  on 
account  of  whose  patronage,  Freemasonry  is  usually  denominated  St. 
John's  Masonry,  and  has  long  been  dedicated  to  that  Patron  Saint. 

Although  we  cannot  with  precision  determine  the  epoch  of  the  intro- 
duction of  Freemasonry  into  Scotland,  its  existence  in  that  countxy,  at  a 
very  early  period,  is  generally  admitted. 
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One  of  the  first  Lodges  of  Freemasons  in  Scotland,  of  which  we  have 
any  account,  is  that  of  Kilwinning  in  Ayrshire ;  bat  we  have  not  been 
able  to  trace  back  the  history  of  that  Lodge  with  any  certidnty,  beyond 
the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century.  How  long  it  had  been  in  operation  be- 
fore that  period,  cannot  now  be  discovered. 

Freemasonry  soon  received  the  special  sanction  and  patronage  of  the 
Kings  of  Scotland,  who  occaisionally  presided  in  person.  Thus  the  body 
ceased  to  be  a  purely  building  association,  and  gradually  assumed  its  pre- 
sent aspect. 

In  the  reign  of  James  11,  the  office  of  Grand  Master  was  confirmed  by 
the  Crown  to  the  Earl  of  Orkney,  in  whose  heirs  and  successors  the  office 
subsequently  became  hereditary. 

In  the  year  1736,  William  St.  Clair,  the  "  last  Rosslyn,"  being  obliged 
to  alienate  his  estate,  and  having  no  children,  was  anxious  that  the  office 
of  Grand  Master  should  not  become  vacant  at  his  death.  He  assembled 
the  Lodge,  and  resigned  into  their  hands  every  title  which  he  possessed 
to  that  office,  and  left  the  selection  of  a  snccessor  to  their  own  choice. 
They,  by  their  free  suffrages,  elected  him  to  be  their  Grand  Master ;  and 
he  was  succeeded  in  1737  by  the  Earl  of  Cromarty. 

As  an  honorable  and  gratifying  testimonial  to  the  pure  pr\nciplei  of 
the  Order ,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  when  the  act  for  the  suppression  of 
seditious  and  treasonable  societies  was  passed  in  1797,  containing  a  clause 
in  which  it  was  declared  illegal  for  any  body  of  men  to  require  from  their 
members  an  oath  or  test  not  authorized  by  law,  an  eapress  exemption 
was  introduced  in  favor  of  the  Lodges  of  Freemasons. 

Among  other  illustrious  names  of  Patrons  of  the  Order,  appears  Ring 
George  IV,  who  while  Prince  of  Wales  and  afterwards  Prince  Regent, 
long  acted  as  Grand  Master,  and  patronized  the  Order  even  after  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  Throne.  Upon  the  death  of  that  monarch,  similar  patronage 
was  extended  to  the  Order  by  King  William  lY.  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke 
of  Sussex,  wafl  ever  the  true  friend  and  active  promoter  of  Freemasonry, 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  Grand  Master  with  untiring  zeal.  Napoleon 
I,  the  immortal  Washington,  and  a  host  of  distinguished  men,  have  been 
the  ceaseless  advocates  and  Patrons  of  the  Order  of  Freemasonry,  and  it 
must  flourish  to  the  end  of  the  world,  while  its  members  obey  its  solemn, 
useful  and  enduring  mandates.  Its  influence  is  most  purifying,  and  a 
good  man  is  a  better  man  from  adding  to  his  other  qualities  that  of  a  true 

Freemason. 

Like  the  stained  net,  which,  whitened  in  the  san, 
Grows  pure  hy  being  purely  shone  upon. 

—  Canadian  Freemason,  J.  L.  S. 
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Nbyada.  Gulch,  40  miles  fbom  Dsnybr,  K.  T., 

June  27th,  1860. 

Editor  of  "The  Ashlar": 

J^  Friend  and  Brother: — ^Remembering  the  promise  I  made  to  yon, 
in  company  with  Bro.  Mitchell,  before  I  left  Chicago,  that  I  shonld  write 
yon  occasionally  from  this  land  of  gold,  I  now  sit  down  in  my  log  cabin, 
opposite  the  rich  Nevada  mountain,  to  endeavor  to  fulfill  it. 

Since  I  arrived  in  this  region  I  have  met  many  of  the  Craft  from  Chi- 
cago—and many  more  from  Dlinois — indeed,  they  say  here  that  eveiy 
second  man  in  Nevada  is  from  that  State.  Bro.  Mason  presided  a  few 
evenings  ago  at  a  meeting  of  the  brethren  in  Mountain  City.  Bros. 
Langlands,  Gest,  Scoville,  Geo.  Ingersol^  and  many  others  from  the  city 
Lodges  of  Chicago,  are  here,  all  busy  at  the  excavations,  seeking  for  val- 
uable discoveries. 

Passing  by,  for  the  present,  as  comparatively  uninteresting  to  you  or 
your  readers,  the  respective  advantages  of  the  several  starting  points,  I 
will  commence  on  the  long,  tedious  and  weary  journey  across  the  plains ; 
and  here  let  me  premise  that  we  weary  sojourners  have  been  very  signifi- 
cantly named  along  the  road  by  the  ranch-men  and  others,  "  Pilgrims,"  a 
title  I  had  once  already  borne  when  surrounded  by  many  who  may  read 
these  lines.  Every  time  they  called  me  a  "  Pilgrim,"  my  thoughts  wan- 
dered away  back  to  Apollo  No.  1,  and  I  wished  for  the  privilege  once 
more,  in  the  language  of  Burns,  with  them — 


To  tak  a  cnp  o'  kindness  jet, 
For  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


Well,  it  won't  do  to  be  telling  long  stories,  as  Father  Tayler  used  to  say, 
so  we  must  start — say  from  St  Joseph — with  a  good  strong  wagon  and  a 
pair  of  mules.  For  several  days'  journey  the  road  led  through  a  beautiful 
country,  lacking  but  one  thing — ^wood.  I  had  heard  of  the  **  green  hills 
of  Kansas,"  but  never  had  seen  them  before.  The  expression  conveys  a 
very  good  idea  of  that  part  of  it  through  which  we  passed.  There  are 
good  places  to  stop  all  along  the  way,  little  creeks,  where  wood  and  water 
can  be  found.  Grass,  at  the  time  we  passed,  was  very  light.  There  are 
little  villages  and  towns  all  the  way,  until  you  reach  Fort  Kearney,  where 
those  who  go  through  on  horseback  stop  at  nights — a  good  deal  better  plan, 
by  the  way,  than  dwelling  in  tents.  Maryville,  on  the  Big  Blue  river, 
about  100  miles  from  St.  Joe,  is  a  considerable  place.  Supplies  can 
be  got  there  at  very  fair  prices.  Fort  Kearney  is  about  half  way.  Here 
we  strike  the  Platte,  and  we  have  no  more  lack  of  water.    Here  the  road 
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from  Omaha  joins  the  Leavenworth,  or  Oreat  Military  Boad,  and  from 
that  point  to  Denver  the  road  lies  along  the  Platte  river.  At  Fort  Kear- 
ney we  saw  a  large  band  of  the  Pawnees,  about  600  in  number,  returning 
from  a  buffiilo  hunt.  They  were  well  armed,  and  all  mounted  on  ponies. 
The  Pawnees  are  reputed  to  be  the  most  crafty  tribe  of  Indians  on  the 
Western  plains.  Nearer  Denver  we  met  a  band  of  300  or  400  of  the 
Sioux,  all  armed,  on  horseback,  and  on  the  "  war  path."  They  said  the 
Pawnees  had  been  up  among  their  hunting  grounds,  killing  off  their  buf- 
falo and  antelope,  and  carrying  them  away — that  they  had  also  stolen 
two  squaws,  besides  a  number  of  ponies,  and  they  were  then  upon  their 
way  for  vengeance.  I  went  into  one  of  their  lodges,  where  twenty  wai^ 
riors  sat  around,  all  accoutred  for  the  fight  We  passed  the  pipe  of  peaoe 
with  them,  and  after  awhile  their  prophet  or  medicine  man  threw  himself 
upon  the  ground  in  a  frenzy  of  excitement,  in  which  condition  he  remained, 
'  apparently  insensible,  for  some  time,  to  all  surrounding  objects,  all  of 
which,  sa  I  subsequently  learned,  was  for  my  especial  benefit.  He  soon 
rose  up,  and  interpreted  his  vision  about  me.  I  was  going  to  the  land  of 
gold,  I  was  to  dig  plenty  of  it,  to  become  very  rich,  very  powerful,  a  big 
chief;  and,  best  of  all,  I  suppose,  to  his  Indian  mind,  was  to  marry  an 
Indian  woman,  and  be  favored  with  numerous  little  blessings  in  the 
shape  of  **  pappooses ;"  when  he  concluded  by  whispering  in  my  ear,  that 
Scottish  Shibboleth,  '*  whisky."  The  vision  fled,  the  illusion  passed  away, 
and  I  became  satisfied  it  was  a  spirit  of  evil  indeed. 

"  Indians  and  buffalo,"  they  say,  are  the  two  great  curiosities  of  the 
plains.  We  had  our  share  of  the  former,  but  we  fell  short  of  our  supply 
of  the  latter ;  three  old  bulls  were  all  we  saw,  and  that  was  within  20  or 
30  miles  of  Fort  Kearney,  on  a  regular  trail  leading  to  the  river.  Al- 
though they  were  a  great  distance  off,  every  man  got  out  his  gun,  rifle, 
revolver  or  derringer,  and  fired,  and  I  can  compare  it  to  nothing  except  a 
Fourth  of  July,  or  a  Chicago  rejoicing  when  Long  John  was  elected. 
We  got  some  Buffalo  meat  of  a  Chicago  party — Dr.  Pollock's — who  had 
slain  four,  and  we  found  it  very  good  indeed,  much  more  palatable  than  I 
expected. 

We  journeyed  along  the  Platte  for  over  350  miles,  camping  at  night 
on  the  river  bank.  For  100  miles  or  more  we  could  get  no  wood,  and  had 
to  resort  to  buflyo  chips,  a  very  good  substitute,  too ;  we  cooked  very  well 
with  them. 

Storms,  the  most  sudden  and  violent,  are  peculiar  to  the  Platte  bottom. 
Everything  will  appear  beautiful  at  evening,  and  you  anticipate  a  fine 
night ;  when  suddenly  the  wind  will  change,  and  a  tornado  of  unexampled 
fury  burst  upon  you,  accompanied  by  hail,  rain  or  snow.    It  is  well  for 
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yoa  then  if  the  tent-stakes  are  well  driven  down,  and  if  the  ''  institution  ** 
remains  above  ground.  Ours  went  down  twice  with  the  fury  of  the  blast, 
leaving  us  in  the  most  comfortless  position  imaginable.  These  storms  are 
very  dangerous.  Many  oxen  perish  in  them,  or  else  stampede  and  run  off 
for  miles ;  and  we  knew  of  four  or  five  men  losing  their  lives  in  the  one 
which  we  encountered. 

About  100  mUes  from  Denver,  the  Beaver  Creek  cut-off  leaves  the  main 
road,  which  keeps  along  the  Platte,  and  here  we  were  at  a  stand,  whether 
we  should  take  the  one  or  the  other.  Every  returning  emigrant  had  his 
own  story  to  tell  about  them,  and  according  to  some,  the  "  cutoff"  was  a 
dreadful  road — ^no  grass,  no  wood,  and  nothing  but  alkali  or  poisonous 
water.  Well,  we  deliberated  in  council  about  it,  and  it  was  the  **  opinion 
of  the  Common  Council "  we  should  take  the  *'  cut-off,"  upon  the  principle 
of  a  well-known  Illinois  Mason — *'  to  take  the  road  on  which  there  were 
the  most  groceries." 

Denver  City  is  beautifully  situated  at  the  junction  of  Cherry  creek  with 
the  Platte  river.  Its  population  may  be  from  6,000  to  7,000,  but  if  the 
transient  population  be  added,  it  may  reach  10,000.  The  most  of  the 
stores  and  dwellings  are  built  of  wood,  but  brick  buildings  are  now  rapidly 
taking  their  place.  Log  houses  are  the  primitive  types,  and  very  cosy  and 
comfortable  they  are,  too.  Lumber  is  worth  $60  per  1,000  feet,  and  brick 
$15  per  1,000,  and  every  other  article  used  in  building  as  high  in 
proportion. 

lleligious  services  are  held  regularly  every  Sunday  in  the  Episcopal, 
Catholic  and  Methodist  societies,  and  are  all  well  attended. 

There  is  one  Masonic  Lodge  in  Denver,  held  under  dispensation  from 
the  Grand  Master  of  Kansas,  composed  of  30  or  40  brethren,  who  meet  reg- 
ularly every  two  weeks,  in  a  neat  little  temple  of  their  own.  Col.  Henry 
Allen,  one  of  the  early  settlers,  is  Master,  and  Judge  Wm.  M.  Slaughter, 
Secretary.  The  Lodge,  as  yet,  has  done  comparatively  little  work,  but 
the  material  is  good,  and  will  make  a  first-rate  working  Lodge.  There  is 
another  Lodge  organized  under  dispensation  in  the  Territory,  situated  at 
Golden  City,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  15  miles  from  Denver,  of 
which  Dr.  Hardy  is  W.M.  This  Lodge  has  only  initiated  one  Apprentice 
since  they  started.  I  met  a  good  many  of  the  Brethren  as  I  rode  through 
on  my  way  to  the  mountains,  and  they  are  of  the  right  stamp.  In  Moun- 
tain City  the  Brethren  have  applied  for  a  dispensation  to  organize  a  new 
Lodge  among  tbe  mountains,  of  which  J.  H.  Morton,  President  of  this 
district,  will  be  Master,  a  true  Mason  in  word  and  deed. 

I  have  found  a  good  many  B^yal  Arch  Masons  and  Knights  Templar 
here,  who  are  very  anxious  to  have  a  Chapter  and  Commandery  organizef^ 
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in  tbe  Territory,  but  as  tbere  is  no  suitable  bnilding  yet  provided,  it  will 
be  some  time  before  these  undertakings  are  carried  into  effect. 

I  bare  already  prolonged  my  letter  to  such  a  length  that  I  must  not 
touch  upon  the  gold  diggings  or  the  scenes  in  the  mountains,  but  will  leave 
them  until  another  time,  when  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  a  picture  of 
the  miner's  life  in  the  diggings,  accompany  him  to  his  cabin,  to  the 
church,  to  the  miners'  court,  on  a  prospecting  tour,  to  a  miners'  mass 
meeting,  etc.,  etc. 

Letters  cost  us  25  cents  each  way.  Papers  we  never  see — they  are 
probably  stolen,  and  sold  for  25  cents  apiece.  I  wonder  if  Thb  Ashlar, 
which  is  such  a  welcome  visitor  to  so  many  Masons'  homes,  will  ever  find 
its  way  out  here  to  the  gulches  of  these  Rocky  Mountains  ? 

Your  Friend  and  Brother,  W.  T.  MUIiL 


An  Instance  of  the  Influence  of  the  Masonic  Press. — A  con- 
certed movement  was  recently  made  to  bring  into  being,  under  the 
name  of  a  '*  General  Masonic  Congress,"  a  pew  and  supreme  governing 
power,  which  would,  in  the  course  of  time,  absorb  all  the  powers  and 
functions  of  the  separate  sovereign  Grand  Lodges  of  this  continent  The 
members  and  conductors  of  a  large  majority  of  the  Masonic  press  of  the 
country  looked  upon  the  movement  with  the  greatest  alarm,  and  expressed 
themselves  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  innovation.  They  foresaw, 
not  alone  the  absorption  of  Grand  Lodge  powers  by  this  new  creation,  but 
they  deemed  also  that  great  danger  existed  that  within  a  few  years,  only 
members  of  certain,  so-called,  higher  degrees,  would  be  declared  to  be 
eligible  to  seats  and  votes  in  the  new  sovereign  Grand  Lodge ;  thus  making 
the  dangerous  experiment  of  increasing  the  distance  between  the  rank  and 
file  and  those  who  assumed  the  functions  of  their  government ;  and  thus 
destroying  that  just  principle  of  the  immediate  representation  of  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  in  the  Grand  Body,  which  now  so  happily  and  properly 
exists. 

All  these  things  were  fearlessly  and  fully  spread  before  the  Craft  in  the 
Masonic  press,  and  when  the  question  which  touched  the  existence  or  non- 
existence of  this  dangerous  body  was  presented  to  the  several  Gh'and 
Lodges  who  have  thus  far  passed  upon  it,  every  floor  member  was  ready 
to  vote  understandingly  on  the  subject.  When  the  vote  was  taken  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  nearly  a  thousand  representatives  being  then 
present,  any  lengthy  discussion  was  unnecessary,  and  an  overwhelmingly 
large  majority  voted  to  lay  the  report  of  the  delegates  on  the  table,  which 
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inunediately  followed  its  presentation.  Of  course,  no  amount  of  specula- 
tion can  satis&ctorily  develop  the  quantity  of  good  performed ,  or  the  aggre- 
gate of  evils  averted,  by  the  Masonic  press  in  this  single  instance  alone ; 
but  we  are  not  giving  too  much  way  to  imagination  when  we  declare  that 
without  this  element  of  light,  and  without  the  means  afforded  by  the  press 
for  open  and  free  discussion,  a  fire-brand  might  have  been  thrown  into  the 
Graft,  which  could  only  be  quenched  by  years  of  struggle,  if  quenched 
at  all. — N,  T,  Dispatch. 


I>ROCKB:X)IN-a-S    Oin   MLA.SON'IC    SODISIS. 


MAINE. 

Grand  Lodge.  May,  1860. — A  bulky  pamphlet  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pages.  A  very  full  attendance  of  the  Lodges  is  chronicled, 
representing  a  membership  of  4,319.  Local  matters,  mainly,  were  dis- 
cussed, by  Grand  Master  Chase ;  the  only  exception  being  the  grievance 
between  Maine  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to  which  we  referred 
last  month.  Perhaps,  also,  we  ought  to  except  the  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed N.  A.  Masonic  Congress,  but  as  this  is  now  but  a  thing  of  the  past, 
we  need  not  delay  to  notice  it.  The  Grand  Master  reports  Masonry  as 
in  a  highly  prosperous  condition  within  the  jurisdiction ;  refers,  in  elegant 
terms,  to  tho  demise  of  P.  G.  M.  Kobert  P.  Dunlap,  and  of  P.  G. 
Chaplain  Rev.  Cyrus  Cummings ;  and  inculcates,  in  glowing  language,  the 
great  teachings  of  the  Order. 

The  Report  on  F.  C,  by  Bro.  Cyrus  Pearl,  reviews,  in  a  fraternal 
spirit,  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  of  the  country,  and 
is  a  very  valuable  and  able  paper.  Webb's  Monitor  (Edition  of  1816) 
was  adopted  as  the  Text  Book. 

Eight  hundred  and  seventeen  were  initiated  during  the  Masonic  year. 

Officers  for  the  ensuing  year:  M.  W.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of 
Waterville,  G.  M.;  R.  W.  Wm.  P.  Preble,  Portland,  D.  G.  M.;  R.  W. 
J.  J.  Bell,  Carmel,  S.  G.  W.;  R.  W.  Joseph  Covell,  Jay,  J.  G.  W.; 
R.  W.  Moses  Dodge,  Portland,  G.  T. ;  R.  W.  Lra  Beny,  Portland,  G.  S. 


CONNECTICUT. 

Grand  Rotal  Abgh  Chapter.  May,  1860. — ^There  are  twenty-one 
Chapters  in  this  jurisdiction,  of  which  nineteen  reported.  Exaltations 
during  the  year,  172.    Membership  in  full,  1,531. 
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The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.  occupies  less  than  two  pages  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings, and  brings  little  business  before  the  Grand  Chapter.  He 
observes : 

''  The  general  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  Koyal  Craft  in  this  juris- 
diction, have  rendered  no  official  interposition  necessary,  on  my  part,  dar- 
ing the  past  year ;  and  my  official  acts  have  been  few  and  oomparatively 
unimportant." 

The  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  F.  C,  by  Comp.  Storer,  is,  like  every- 
thing from  the  pen  of  that  accomplished  Mason,  clear,  elaborate,  complete 
and  polished.  He  notices,  especially,  the  happy  ^naZe  of  the  **  Michigan 
Difficulties,"  and  quotes  it  as  a  new  instance  of  the  triumph  of  true  Ma- 
sonic principles,  or  as  we  may  say,  of  heart  Masonry  over  the  pitiful 
quibbles  of  Masonic  jurisprudence — (Bah !  we  are  beginning  to  loathe 
the  very  words !  Good  Heavens !  if  we  only  had  more  fraternity  and 
sold,  how  much  less  law  and  history  we  should  be  tormented  with  in  the 
glorious  old  Craft !) 

The  General  Grand  Chapter  is  tolerated  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Conn.,  as  a  "  harmless  organization  ;  "  but  certain  resolutions  with  refer- 
ence thereto,  were  placed  on  file,  for  consideration  at  the  next  session  of 
the  Grand  Chapter. 

Officers  elected  :  M.  E.  Frederick  J.  Calhoun,  of  New  Haven,  G.  H. 
P. ;  Nathan  Dikeman,  Waterbury,  D.  G.  H.  P. ;  Asa  Smith,  Norwalk, 
G.  King;  Alex.  Warner,  Woodstock,  G.  Scribe;  Benjamin  Beecher, 
New  Haven,  G.  T. ;  Eliph.  G.  Storer,  New  Haven,  G.  Sec. 


MISSISSIPPI, 

Grand  Botal  Arch  Chapter.  January,  1860. — Fifly-eight  Chap- 
ters report  a  membership  of  2,152  ;  eight  Chapters,  estimated,  245  ;  non- 
affiliants,  500 :  total,  2,897.     266  Exaltations  within  the  year  1859. 

The  address  of  the  G.  H.  P.,  M.  S.  Ward,  is  very  brief,  and  records 
the  continuous  prosperity  of  the  Order.  The  features  of  the  pamphlet  are, 
the  allusion  to  the  G.  G.  C,  by  the  Committee  on  F.  C,  (by  Comp.  Bo. 
W.  T.  Daniel,)  and  the  report  on  the  same  subject,  by  Comp.  Giles  M. 
Hillyer,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  M.  E.  G.  H.  P.  Had  not  all  this 
matter  now  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  fortunately  this  report,  so  far 
as  this  topic  is  concerned,  having  already  '*  survived  the  period  of  its  pos- 
sible usefulness,*'  we  might  find  in  it  matter  for  grave  animadversion. 
We  merely  suggest,  that  to  any  one  present  at  the  G.  G.  B.  A.  C.  last 
September,  some  of  the  assertions  and  inferences  therein  contained,  mast 
appear  extmordinary.     But  as  we  long  since  buried  all  our  own  private 
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bones  of  oontention,  we  do  not  propose,  at  tbis  late  period,  to  rattle  tbose 
belonging  exclnsively  to  otber  parties.  Yet  we  confess,  we  had  marked  pas- 
sages herein,  for  comment,  and  we  claim  credit  for  an  extra  allowance  of 
Masonic  graces,  in  forbearing  to  exercise  our  hereditary  prodivity  to  hit  a 
bead  when  we  see  it  temptingly  exposed.    But,  de  mortuis,  S^c,  S^c, 

The  modification  of  Royal  Arch  clothing,  proposed  by  the  6.  O.  C, 
was  temporarily  postponed. 

Officers  for  1860 :  M.  E.  Giles  M.  Hillyer,  of  Natchez,.  G.  H.  P.; 
Geo.  W.  Perkins,  Horn  Lake,  D.  6.  H.  P. ;  W.  A.  Champlin,  Hands- 
boro',  G.  King;  E.  F.  McGehee,  Cano,  G.  Scribe;  Ro.  W.  T.  Daniel, 
Jackson,  G.  Sec. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grand  Lodge,  Communications  fob  1859. — This  Grand  Lodge  meets 
quarterly,  and  constituted,  as  it  is,  by  the  representatives  of  about  three 
hundred  Lodges,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  about  12,000,  we  are 
somewhat  surprised  at  finding  the  annual  report  covering  only  eighty-five 
pages,  and  even  these  in  large  type,  with  abundance  of  what  the  printers 
caU'*fat" 

We  are  aware  of  the  nervousness  which  exists  in  some  quarters  relative 
to  Masonic  publications,  but  cannot  see  why  this  should  be  so  exaggerated 
as  to  extend  to  mere  business  transactions  and  exoteric  questions  of  gen- 
eral interest.  The  Penn.  Committee  of  F.  C,  sustain  the  report  of  the 
previous  year,  in  regard  to  Masonic  publications,  and  insist  that  ''no 
sound  objections  are  discovered  to  them."     They  further  observe : 

**  That  which  is  proper  to  be  published  needs  no  argument  in  justifica- 
tion or  support  of  its  publication. 

"  If  the  propriety  as  to  other  publications  is  so  questionable,  as  to  cre- 
ate at  least  grave  doubts  upon  the  subject,  then  those  who  entertain  opin- 
ions adverse  to  such  publication,  are  liable  to  no  interested  or  partial 
criticism.  So  long  as  the  question  rests  on  enlightened  views  of  Masonio 
principles,  and  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  them  against  plausibility,  policy, 
or  self-interest,  no  grounds  can  exist  for  feelings  of  UDkindness  in  the  dis- 
cussion. The  point  of  difference  between  those  who  do  not  unite  with 
others  in  favor  of  a  latitudinarian  policy  as  to  Masonic  publications,  is 
made  by  the  text,  if  not  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  teachings,  and  landmarks 
of  the  Order. 

"  A  difference  of  opinion  thus  caused,  is  to  be  respected.  It  should 
claim  from  all  a  calm  and  anxious  investigation,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  just  limit  which  wisdom  and  knowledge  combine,  in  giving  to 
the  increasing  effort  to  extend  these  publications. 

Objecting-  to  the  practice  of  committees  of  F.  C.  making  copious  ex- 

9  —  VOL.  VI.      NO.  III. 
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tracts  from  tbe  reports  of  other  Ghrand  Lodges,  and  freelj  commenting 
upon  them,  the  Penn.  committee  remark  : 

''Justice  demands  the  expression  of  these  views,  and  they  are  cheerfully 
and  frankly  made.  As  to  the  necessity  for  so  much  elaboration  of  detail ; 
or  the  benefits  which  may  practically  result  from  the  general  character  of 
the  annual  reports  of  committees  of  foreign  correspondence  ;  or  the  utility 
which  is  to  be  experienced  from  this  labor  of  these  committees,  we  have 
neither  the  jurisdiction  to  question,  nor  are  we  the  forum  to  decide.  As 
one,  however,  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  tbe  Craft ;  and  on  behalf  of  its 
sovereignty,  and  thus  authorized  respectfully  to  express  an  opinion,  on  a 
subject  of  common  interest  to  all  bound  in  the  bonds  of  our  ancient 
brotherhood,  we  are  free  to  remark,  that  we  cannot  yield  our  consent  to 
the  existence  of  either  such  necessity,  benefit  or  utility.  The  intent  and 
purpose  of  a  committee  of  correspondence,  is  not  to  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings of  sister  sovereign  jurisdictions,  which  relate  to  their  individual 
business ;  to  except  to,  criticise,  condemn  or  oppose  what  relates  exclu- 
sively to  their  domestic  interests ;  to  raise  questions  which  are  designated 
Masonic,  in  order  thereby  to  elevate  their  position  high  enough  to  justify 
their  almost  universal  consideration ;  or  to  invite  controversy,  by  creating 
contrariety  of  views,  and  possibly  excite  discussion  and  differences  on 
wholly  unimportant  points  in  order  to  give  consequence  to  expressed  opin- 
ions. This  is  not  the  purpose  of  such  committees.  It  is  foreign,  entirely, 
to  their  true  character.  When  questions  do  arise  of  importance  to  the 
Masonic  world,  when  subjects  are  to  be  presented  to  the  attention  of  the 
Graft  universal,  when  official  communications  are  necessary,  when  primary 
interests  demand  it,  then  it  is  both  proper  and  orderly  to  have  channels 
for  such  inter-communication  among  so  many  independent  juriadietions. 
The  duties  of  committees  of  correspondence  then  begin.  Their  objects, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  are  in  harmony.  The  most  valuable, 
beneficial  and  important  results,  flow  from  the  expression  of  their  views 
and  opinions  and  judgments,  as  well  as  their  decisions  and  action.  Their 
utility  is  patent.  The  Craft  acknowledges  their  necessity.  Their  charac- 
ter, as  well  as  their  conclusions,  are  thus  dignified.  The  contempt,  which 
familiarity  with  unimportant  matters  engenders,  is  avoided.  Independent 
bodies  are  permitted  to  manage  their  domestic  Masonic  concerns  in  their 
own  way,  without  responsibility  to,  and  free  from  the  supervision  of,  simi- 
lar bodies,  or  any  one  of  their  committees.  It  is  certainly  true  that  com- 
mittees of  correspondence  are,  within  the  purview  of  their  duties,  deacons, 
who  recognize  intrusions  on  the  harmony  of  the  Craft,  and  announce  the 
alarm  which  is  thus  created ;  but  they  are,  however,  circumscribed  to 
gross  innovations,  schisms  and  violations  of  fundamental  principles  of 
common  Masonic  concernment.  Lesser  infractions  and  violations  of  order 
or  organism,  are  within  the  exclusive  power  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which 
they  occur. 

"  It  surely  will  never  be  seriously  contended,  that  the  rights  of  past 
officers ;  the  relations  between  subordinate  and  Orand  Lodges ;  the  deois- 
ions  by  presiding  officers  of  subordinate  Lodges  on  questions  growing  out 
of  constitution  and  by-laws ;  the  points  arising  on  appeals  by  individual 
members ;  the  views  of  matters  on  unwritten  phraseology ;  the  cmde  or 
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curious  opinions  of  subordinate  Lodges  or  officers,  as  to  their  power  over 
questions  oognizable  directly  by  supreme  authority;  and  thousand  like 
subjects  are,  or  should  be,  the  themes  for  reports  of  committees  of  corres- 
pondence, to  be  revised,  or  discussed  by  similar  committees  of  almost 
eveiy  Orand  Lodge  in  the  United  States.  If  it  is  considered  that  the  Ma- 
sonic firatemily  generally  is  to  be  enlightened,  instructed,  informed  or 
benefited,  by  such  efforts;  if  a  respectful  unwillingness  to  conform  to 
this  standard,  is  evidence  sufficient  to  some  minds,  to  condemn  those  who 
consistently  decline  this  imitation,  then  it  only  remains  for  us  to  pursue  the 
even  tenor  of  our  way.  We  can  do  this  in  union  and  harmony,  and  frar 
ternity  with  all.  We  can  entertain  for  all,  the  truest  and  purest  Masonic 
love  and  esteem.  We  can  do  our  whole  duty  to  the  Craft  in  times  of  dan- 
ger and  peril.  We  can  aid  and  assist  when  our  effi)rts  may  at  least  have 
the  merit  of  a  sincere  desire,  an  unselfish  anxiety,  to  be  able  to  protect 
the  ever  burning  light  of  Masonry,  and  the  temple  which  is  dedicated  to 
its  protection  and  safety,  from  secret  or  open  enemies.  We  stand  ready 
for  any  such  emergency,  but  it  is  in  the  calm  and  quiet  attitude  of  a  firm 
resolve,  neither  to  invite,  nor  avoid  issues,  which  may  involve  the  sternest 
responsibilities." 

The  earnestness  with  which  these  views  are  set  forth,  command  our 
respect,  whilst  they  &il  to  convince  our  judgment.  In  our  view,  nothing 
has  added  so  largely  to  the  interest  and  worth  of  the  yearly  record  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  as  the  elaborate  reports  of  the  various  industrious  commit- 
tees of  foreign  correspondence. 

Officers  elected :  R.  W.  Henry  M.  Philips,  G.  M. ;  R.  W.  Wm.  H. 
Adams,  G.  Sec ;  Richard  Yaux,  Ch.  Com.  F.  C. 

The  readence  of  the  officers  elect  is  not  published  in  the  proceedings. 

We  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  that  this  would 
be  a  matter  of  great  convenience  to  brothers  wishing  to  correspond  with 
either  of  the  Grand  Officers  elect,  and  we  cannot  conceive  how  it  can  be 
considered,  even  under  Pennsylvania  views,  as  dangerous  to  the  Institution. 
We  shall  forward  Thx  Abhlab,  at  a  venture,  to  the  Grand  Secretary  at 
Philadelphia. 

CANADA. 

Grand  Lodox. — The  fifth  annual  communication  of  the  Canada  Grand 
Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  commenced  at  the  city  of  Ottawa, 
on  the  11th  instant,  at  which  one  hundred  and  ten  Lodges  were  represented. 
The  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  city  of  London,  C.  W. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  current  Masonic  year  are  as  follows :  Mt. 
Wor.  Br.  T.  D.  Harrington,  G.  M. ;  Rt  Wor.  Br.  Simpson,  D.  G.  M. ; 
Rt.  Worthy  Br.  Gale,  Quebec,  G.  S.  W. ;  Rt.  Wor.  Br.  T.  D.  Warren, 
G.  J.  W. ;  Rt.  Wor.  Br.  E.  Heathfield,  G.  R. :  Rt.  Wor.  Br.  T.  D.  Hai^ 
ris,  G.  Sec. ;  Rt.  Wor.  Br.  Groff,  G.  Treas. 
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CON'TKN-TMlESN'a?. 


BT  0.  W.  B0LMI8. 


'<  Jtfon  wofKf  but  tutu  hart  htlow." 

Little  I  ask ;  my  wants  are  few ; 

I  only  wish  a  hou^i  of  stone, 
(A  very  plain  brown  stone  will  do,) 

That  I  may  call  my  own ; 
And  close  at  hand  is  sach  a  one, 
In  yonder  street  that  fronts  the  sun. 

Plain  food  is  quite  enongh  for  me ; 

Three  courses  are  as  good  as  ten ; 
If  Nature  can  subsist  on  three, 

Thank  heaven  for  three.    Amen  1 
I  always  thought  cold  victuals  nice — 
My  choice  would  be  vanilla  ice. 

I  care  not  much  for  gold  or  land ; 

Give  me  a  mortgage  here  and  there — 
Some  good  bank  stodc — some  notes  at  hand. 

Or  trifling  railroad  share ; 
I  only  ask  that  Fortune  send, 
A  little  more  than  I  can  spend. 

Honors  are  silly  toys,  I  know, 
And  titles  are  but  empty  names ; 

I  would  perhaps  be  Plenipo^- 
But  only  mean  8t  James ; 

I  'm  sure  I  should  not  care 

To  fill  our  Gubemator's  chair. 

Jewels  are  baubles ;  't  is  a  sin 
To  care  for  such  unfruitful  things  ; 

One  good  sized  diamond  in  a  pin — 
Some,  not  so  laree,  in  rings — 

A  ruby  and  a  pearl  or  so 

Will  do  for  me — I  laugh  at  show. 

My  dame  should  dress  in  neat  attire ; 

(Grood  heavy  silks  are  never  dear,) 
I  own  perhaps  I  might  desire 

Some  shawls  of  true  Cashmere ; 
Some  marroway  crapes  or  China  silk, 
lake  wrinkled  skins  on  scalded  milk. 

I  would  not  have  the  horse  I  drive 
So  fast  that  folks  must  stop  and  stare ; 

An  easy  gait — two  forty-five — 
Suits  me — I  do  not  care ; 

Perhaps  just  for  a  single  spurt. 

Some  seconds  less  would  do  no  hurt 

Of  pictures  I  should  like  to  own 
litans  and  Raphiels  three  or  four— 

I  love  so  much  their  style  and  tone — 
One  Tamer  and  no  more, 

A  landscape — foreground  golden  dirt ; 

The  sunshine  painted  with  a  squirt. 
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Of  books  bnt  few — some  fifty  score, 

For  daily  use,  and  bound  to  wear ; 
The  rest  npon  an  npper  floor ; 

Some  little  luxnry  there 
Of  red  morocco's  gilded  gleam, 
And  yellum  rich  as  country  cream. 

^  Busts,  cameos,  gems — such  things  as  these 

Which  others  show  for  pride, 
I  value  for  their  power  to  please, 

And  selfish  churls  deride ; 
One  Tradivarins,  I  confess ; 
Two  Meerschaums  I  would  fain  possess. 

Wealth's  wasteful  tricks  I  would  not  learn, 

Nor  ape  the  glittering  upstart  fool ; 
Shall  not  carv^  tables  serve  my  turn  ? 

But  all  must  be  of  buhl. 
Give  grasping  pomp  its  double  share — 
I  ask  but  one  recumbent  chair. 

Thus  humble  let  me  live  and  die, 

Nor  long  for  Midas'  golden  touch — 
If  heaven  more  generous  gifts  deny, 

I  shall  not  miss  them  much— 
Too  grateful  for  the  blessings  lent. 
Of  simple  tastes  and  mind  content. 


B3I>ITORI-A.X.     B3XOKRPT-A.. 


«i 


Scatter  diligently  in  susceptible  minds 
The  germs  of  the  good  and  the  beautiful ! 
They  will  develop  there  to  trees,  bud,  bloom, 
And  bear  the  golden  fruits  of  Paradise." 


Carlyle  is  hardlj  to  be  named  as  a  writer  for  *'  beginnenr,''  because  his 
teacbing,  tbongb  to  some  of  as  vitally  necessary,  may  to  others  be  faurt- 
fal.  If  you  understand  and  like  him,  read  him ;  if  he  ofiends  you,  you 
are  not  yet  ready  for  him,  and  perhaps  may  never  be  so ;  at  all  events, 
give  it  up  as  you  would  sea-bathing,  lif  you  found  it  hurt  you,  till  you  are 
stronger. — Ruskin, 

Those  who  sincerely  love  poetry,  know  the  toucb  of  the  master*8  band 
on  the  chords  too  well  to  fumble  among  tbem  after  him. — Id, 

It  is  no  man's  business  whether  he  has  genius  or  not ;  work  be  must, 
whatever  he  is,  but  quietly  and  steadily ;  and  the  natural  and  unforced 
results  of  such  work  will  be  always  the  things  that  Qt)d  meant  him  to  do, 
and  will  be  his  best.  No  agonies  or  heart  rendings  will  enable  him  to  do 
any  better.  If  he  be  a  great  man,  they  will  be  great  things ;  but  if  a  small 
man,  small  things  ;  but  always,  if  thus  peacefully  done,  good  and  right ;  al- 
ways, if  restlessly  and  ambitiously  done,  false,  hollow,  and  despicable. — Id. 
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Do  they  think  then  that  all  these  meaner  and  superflnons  things  come  from 
God,  and  the  divine  gift  of  learning  from  the  aen  of  Plutns  or  cave  of 
Mammon  ?  Certainly  never  any  clear  spirit,  nursed  up  from  brighter  influ- 
ences, with  a  soul  enlarged  to  the  dimensions  of  spacious  art  and  bright 
knowledge,  ever  entered  there  but  with  scorn,  and  thought  it  ever  foul 
disdain  to  make  pelf  or  ambition  the  reward  of  his  studies ;  it  being  the 
greatest  honor,  the  greatest  fruit  and  proficiency  of  learned  studies  to 
despise  these  things. — AGUari'f  Animadvernans. 


The  wise,  the  thoaghtful,  know  foil  well 

That  God  doth  nought  in  veDgefal  ire ; 
Bat  this  deep  truth  all  ages  tell— 

He  parifieth  his  own  by  fire. 
Woe  to  the  man  who  knows  not  wo»— 

Who  never  felt  his  sonl  grow  dim  I 
Him  threateneth  dreadful  overthrow — 

Heaven's  love  and  care  are  not  for  him. 

I,  too,  have  borne,  nnseen,  alone. 

My  own  deep  griefs,  griefs  writ  on  sand, 
ITntil  my  heart  grew  like  to  stone — 

I  struck  it,  and  it  hurt  my  hand. 
My  bitter  bread  was  steeped  in  tears, 

Another  Cain's-mark  marred  my  brow — 
I  wept,  for  long  my  wasted  years — 

Alas  1  too  on  I  weep  them  now  I — James  Qarence  Mangiuk, 


Vice  can  never  know  both  itself  and  virtue ;  but  virtue,  where  the 
moral  temper  is  gradually  instructed,  will  attain  to  a  scientific  knowledge 
both  of  itself  and  depravity  also.         »        »        »        * 

Persons  who  apply  themselves  to  physical  exercises  only,  become  more 
savage  than  they  ought ;  and  those  again,  who  attend  to  music  [aesthetics] 
alone,  are  more  effeminate  than  is  becoming.  Our  instructors  ought  to  be 
skilled  in  each.  The  soul  of  the  person  thus  suited  is  temperate  and 
brave,  but  the 'soul  of  the  person  not  so  suited  is  cowardly  and  savage. — 
PkUo^s  Rt^vklic. 

Each  must  in  turn  descend  to  the  dwelling  of  the  rest,  and  accustom 
himself  to  behold  obscure  objects ;  for  when  once  used  to  them,  you  will 
perceive  the  individual  images  of  each,  what  they  are  and  whence  they 
sprung,  ten  thousand  times  better  firom  having  already  seen  the  truth  of 
what  is  beautiful,  and  just,  and  good ;  and  thus  the  State  will  be  settled 
88  a  real  vision,  and  not  as  a  dream,  like  most  of  those  inhabited  by  per- 
sons fighting  about  shadows,  and  quarreling  about  government,  as  if  it 
were  some  great  good  1  The  truth  is,  in  whatever  State  those  about  to 
role  are  least  anxious  to  take  the  government,  this  must  necessarily  be  the 
best  and  most  peacefully  governed,  while  one  that  has  governors  of  an 
opposite  character,  must  of  course  be  the  opposite.  None  others  should 
be  compelled  to  tbe  guardianship  of  a  State  except  such  as  are  most  in- 
telligent in  what  concerns  the  best  establishment  of  a  State,  and  possess 
other  honors,  and  a  mode  of  life  superior  to  that  of  a  mere  politician. — IdL 
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Art  18  more  godlike  than  soienoe;   scieDoe  disooyers,  art  creates. — 
Buiwer, 


Ora  tament  ir& ;  feirescnnt  sangoine  yeose, 
Lamina  Gotgoois  sieviiis  angae  micant. — Ovid. 

Look  into  our  histories,  and  you  shall  almost  meet  with  no  other  sub- 
ject, but  what  a  company  of  harebrains  have  done  in  their  rage. — Anat. 
MeL 


He  who  has  no  wisdom  of  his  own,  can  never  be  well  advised. — 
Machia»el. 


I  have  no  contempt  for  fame,  yet  no  fear  of  obloquy — shun  conten- 
tion, yet  will  hazard  an  opinion — seek  consistency,  yet  will  vary  the 
means  to  secure  the  unity  of  the  end. — Burke, 

So  soon  as  a  powerful  and  high  passioned  will  moves  a  nation,  their 
common  impulse  brings  men  together ;  individuality  ceases,  and  the  legal 
or  illegal  association  organizes  the  public  prejudice.  Popular  societies 
thus  have  birth. — Lamartine. 


I  cannot  build  my  faith  on  Authors*  words,  nor  believe  a  thing  because 
they  say  it,  and  could  wish  everybody  were  of  my  mind  in  this, — to  labor 
to  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  everything  they  say  or  do ;  they  say  Rea- 
son makes  Man  differ  irom  a  Beast ;  if  that  be  true,  pray  what  are  they, 
that  instead  of  Reason  for  their  Judgment,  quote  old  Authors  ?  Perhaps 
their  Authors  knew  a  Reason  for  what  they  wrote,  perhaps  they  did  not, 
what  is  that  to  us,  do  we  know  it  ? — Gtdpeper, 

The  language  of  the  Bible  is  the  language  of  apparent  and  not  of  actual 
truth.  It  treats  all  truths  after  the  manner  of  appearances,  and  not  after 
the  manner  of  actualities.  In  its  literal  import,  Scripture  language  can- 
not be  made  to  subserve  the  purposes  of  a  dogma.  Concurrent  with  this 
line  of  the  apparent,  there  runs  throughout  the  Scriptures  a  teaching  of 
the  actual  and  absolute  verities  of  things.  Not  so  much,  we  should  say, 
in  parallel  lines  with  it,  as  in  an  underlying  stratum,  supporting  the  tenor 
of  the  whole,  and  here  and  there  cropping  out  into  literal  view ;  as  the 
granite  peaks  showing  then-  rugged  and  rigid  faces  only  at  long  intervals 
and  on  the  mountain  tops,  yet  furnish  the  real  matter  on  which  all  the 
varied  forms  of  topographical  structure  rest  And  as  the  nomadic  tribes 
might  continue  their  courses  forever  without  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
verities  of  geological  structure,  so  may  the  tribes  of  moral  nomads  roam 
over  the  surface  of  Scripture  without  detecting  the  difference  between 
primary  formation  and  alluvial  deposit.  To  eliminate  the  Actual  from  the 
Apparent  in  the  teachings  of  Scripture,  we  have  only  to  interrogate  them, 
as  we  do  all  the  other  of  Qod's  works,  with  our  eyes  open  and  our 
reasons  free. — Hoyden, 
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The  eye  of  the  mind  first  rightly  begins  to  perceive,  when  the  eye  of 
the  body  fails  in  energy. — Plato. 

To  shrink  under  every  reflection  upon  one's  character,  though  it  speaks 
a  delicacy  of  temper,  has  nothing  in  it  of  true  greatness  of  mind^ — Fkh 
iarcKi  Timolean. 


The  farther  the  causes  of  things  are  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  oar 
researches,  the  less  necessary  it  is  to  understand  them. — Oabanis, 

May  not  England  fall  to  the  level  of  that  spot,  [Egypt,  lesser  Asia  and 
Greece,]  which  has  been  so  beautifiilly  denominated  '*  Land  of  lost  gods 
and  godlike  men !  " — ^while  Van  Diemen's  Land  or  California  (in  whose 
vicinity  Swift,  hardly  more  than  a  century  ago,  placed  his  Lilliput  and 
Brobdignag,  as  if  out  of  reach  of  geographical  pursuit,)  may  enjoy  free- 
dom, arts  and  letters  I —  WraxaU  Post.  Mem. 

The  yeins  anfiU'd,  onr  blood  is  cold,  and  then 
We  poat  npon  the  morning,  are  unapt 
To  give  or  to  forgive ;  bat  when  we  have  staff 'd 
These  pipes  and  these  conveyances  of  oar  blood 
With  wine  and  feeding,  we  have  sappier  soals 
Than  in  oar  priestrlike  fasts. — ShaJi  OoriolanuM. 


It  is  obvious  that  the  cook  will  often  have  far  more  oonoem  in  the  do- 
mestic tranquility  of  families  than  human  philosophy  has  yet  suspected. 
And  would  this  important  functionary  but  cultivate  his  art  in  reference  to 
the  facility  of  digestion,  as  well  as  for  the  gratification  of  the  palate,  he 
might  contribute  more  to  the  happiness  of  society  than  nine-tenths  of  the 
boasted  moral  reformers  of  the  time. — Sweetser. 


Men  of  genius  are  rarely  much  annoyed  by  the  company  of  vulgar 
people,  because  they  have  power  of  looking  at  such  persons  as  objects 
of  amusement,  of  another  race  altogether. — Coleridge. 


1  have  heard  of  those  who  seemed 

Resoarceless  in  prosperity, — ^yoa  thought 

Sorrow  might  slay  them  when  she  listed — ^yet 

Did  they  so  gather  up  their  diffused  strength 

At  her  first  menace,  that  they  bade  her  strike. 

And  stood  and  laughed  her  subtlest  skill  to  soom. — Robert  Brownng, 


The  earnest  and  solemn  thoughts  awakened  by  a  communion  with 
nature  intuitively  arise  from  a  presentiment  of  the  order  and  harmony 
pervading  the  whole  universe,  and  from  the  contrast  we  draw  between 
the  narrow  limits  of  our  own  ezistenoe  and  the  image  of  infinity  revealed 
on  every  side,  whether  we  look  upward  to  the  starry  vault  of  heaven, 
scan  the  far-stretching  plain  before  us,  or  seek  to  trace  the  dim  horixon 
across  the  vast  expanse  of  ooeaii.^-'JIumbokU^s  Oosmos. 
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—  We  pretent  in  this  No.  of  Trb  Ashlab  the  portrait  of  Sir  W.  W.  Mitchell, 
of  this  citj.  The  important  position  which  has  been  assigned  him  by  the  Grand 
Encampment,  wonld  of  itself  be  sufficient  to  commend  the  selection,  had  not  his 
previons  senrioen  to  the  Fraternity  and  the  Chri8ti«n  Order,  already  placed  him  in 
high  position  in  the  hearts  of  all  Sir  Knights.  We  hare  no  life  of  him  to  give^- 
the  greater  part  of  that  life  we  hope  is  jet  to  be  lived.  We  can  only  saj  that  he 
is  jet,  to  onr  unutterable  surprise,  a  bachelor,  but  we  ferrenil j  trust,  a  marrjing 
man.  Of  this  our  fair  readers  will  please  take  due  notice,  and  goyem  themselyes 
aocordinglj. 

—  One  word  about  our  Portrait  Gallery.  Bro.  Blanej's  likeness  would  hare 
been  more  striking  had  the  photograph  from  which  it  was  taken  been  a  little  of  a 
side  yiew.    As  a  direct  front  yiew  it  cannot  be  surpassed. 

Of  onr  second  portrait  we  maj  saj,  that  although  it  is  a  yeiy  perfect  likeness,  it 
would  have  done  Bro.  Buck  better  justice  had  time  permitted  more  perfect  execu- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  artist 

The  portrait  of  Hon.  Wm.  L.  Greenly,  G.  M.  of  Michigan,  with  which  we  expect 
to  embellish  the  October  No.,  "we  calculate  "  will  do  our  artist,  Bro.  Shober,  great 
credit,  and  at  the  same  time  it  will  make  the  Masons  of  the  North- West  fkmiliar 
with  the  lineaments  of  one  of  their  noblest  men,  and  one  of  their  most  accom- 
plished brothers. 

—  Bro.  E.  W.  Jones  of  this  dtj,  one  of  our  associates,  has  in  his  private  collec- 
tion over  6,000  Masonic  addresses,  not  counting  duplicates.  We  asked  him  the 
other  daj  if  he  had  ever  read  them  all.  The  look  of  horror  which  overspread  his 
pleasant  phiz  at  the  idea  maj  be  imagined,  but  can  never  be  detcribed* 


—  Bro.  Webber,  of  East  Saginaw,  Michigan,  and  R.  W.  Bro.  Pojle,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  among  manj  others  who  have  sent  us  words  of  cheer,  are  especiaUy 
to  be  named  as  having  gladdened  the  editorial  heart.    We  appreciate  fully. 


—  And  while  on  the  subject  of  courtesies  received,  we  cannot  but  mention  our 
friend  and  Bro.  Cleveland,  of  the  firm  of  Cleveland  ft  Aspell,  South  Water  street, 
well  known  as  a  former  deniien  of  Adrian,  Michigan.  This  live  man  and  whole- 
hearted Mason  has  rejoiced  our  Masonic  and  editorial  soul  by  kindnesses  and  atten- 
tion which  we  cannot  permit  to  pass  wkhont  mention,  although  in  so  doing,  we 
peril  his  disapprobation. 

—  Several  of  our  exchanges  complain  of  the  non-reception  of  Thx  Ashlax. 
We  can  assure  them  that  it  is  regularly  mailed  to  each. 
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—  The  Ditpatdi,  commenting  npon  our  remarks  with  reference  to  the  proper 
statui  of  a  Brother  reetored  bj  the  Grand  Lodge  after  8a8pen3ion  or  ezpalsion  by  a 
Sabordinate  Lodge,  defends  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  to  which 
we  alladed  in  onr  July  Ko.,  (p.  SO.)  We  appreciate  fnlly  the  kindlj  spirit  in 
which  onr  Bro.  of  the  DispcOch  deals  with  the  subject,  nerertheless,  we  are  forced 
bj  onr  convictions  to  disclaim  both  the  error  and  the  inconsistency  into  which  he 
thinks  we  have  fallen.  We  do  not  suppose  "  that  a  &Iason  who  has  had  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  his  Lodge,  and  has  been  convicted  and  sentenced,  con- 
tinues to  be  an  expelled  or  suspended  Mason  after  a  decision  of  reversal  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  has  been  had."  On  the  contrary,  he  is  restored  to  ''  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonry."  A  non-affiliant  not  under  charges  is  in  full  posses- 
sion of  the  rights  and  privile^  of  Masonry,  but  he  has  not  the  superadded  Ufcal 
privileges  of  the  Lodge.  Not  even  the  Grand  Lodge  can  force  him  as  a  member 
npon  a  particular  Lodge,  although  they  may  discipline  the  Lodge  for  treating  him 
nnmasonically,  if  such  a  case  arises.  In  our  view,  our  Bro.  is  mistaken  if  he 
supposes  that  "  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  "  necessarily  include  member- 
ship of  a  particular  Lodge.  There  is  not  a  Lodge  in  the  United  States  but  what 
might  be  broken  up  in  sixty  days,  should  the  attempt  be  made  to  enforce  any  sadi 
doctrine. 

We  aro  neither  a  prophet  nor  the  son  of  a  prophet,  but  we  shall  feel  egregiously 
mistaken  if  in  the  great  State  of  New  York  the  case  does  not  speedily  occur  which 
will  prove  the  rule  now  adopted  practiooMy  insufferable.  The  question  is  simply 
one  of  policy.  In  the  case  put  by  the  Dispatch:  will  Brothers  quietly  sit  down  in 
the  Lodge  with  one  whom  they  verily  believe  guilty  oi  fraud,  because  they  happen 
not  to  have  been  able  to  prove  it  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  perhaps  a  packed  com- 
mittee of  a  distant  Grand  Lodge  ?  Or  are  Grand  Lodge  committees  beyond  the 
reach  of  influences  1 

There  is  hardship,  and  something  even  of  degradation,  in  simply  being  chaiged 
with  nnmasonic  conduct,  although  the  evidence  fails  to  convict.  Shall  chaiges, 
therefore,  never  be  made  ?  It  is  unfortunate  for  the  expellee  that  he  was  first  ex- 
pelled— ^it  is  fortunate  for  him  that  he  can  persuade  the  Grand  Lodge  to  restore 
him  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry ;  but  a  governing  principle  is  not  to  be 
swayed  by  such  incidental  results. 

We  still  stand  upon  these  two  principles,  viz :  The  Grand  Lodge  transcends  its 
sphere  when  it  forces  a  membership  on  a  Subordinate  Lodge ;  and,  secondly,  the 
only  rights  and  privileges  known  to  ancient  and  universal  Masonry  are  wholly  irre- 
spective of  membership  of  any  Lodge,  Grand  or  Subordinate. 

That  course  should  ever  be  adopted  which  conduces  most  clearly  to  general 
harmony.  The  larger  proportion  of  the  difficulties  with  which  Masonry  is  afflicted 
in  the  present  age,  grows  out  of  the  modern  innovation  which,  by  its  arbitrary  ai^ 
rangementa  of  Grand  and  Subordinate  Lodges,  has  evoked  an  artificial  form  of 
Masonic  jurisprudence  as  involved  and  complicated  as  it  is  baseless  and  barren  of 
real  utility. 

—  Bro.  Joseph  Covell,  of  Jay  Bridge,  Maine,  will  accept  our  thanks  for  a  copy 
of  Transactions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  1860,  and  also  for  an  interesting 
paper  addressed  to  the  Masons  of  the  United  States  in  1817.  We  have  placed  the 
latter  on  file  for  future  reference. 
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—  A  Wcrd  fif  ExplttnatUm.^^Wt  reoeiTe  many  interrogfttoriet  upon  points  of 
Kasonic  law  and  usage.  Whilst  we  have  no  heaitancj  in  avowing  oar  opinions, 
we  dislike  to  be  bronght  into  collision  with  the  anthoritative  exponents  of  the  law 
in  the  sereral  States  where  our  Magazine  finds  readers.  The  principal  Grand 
Officer  of  yonr  State,  in  the  interim  of  Grand  Commnnications,  is  the  nltimate 
authority,  unless  he  obviously  riolates  the  landmarks  by  his  decisions.  Indeed,  evea 
when  we  are  quite  certain  of  coinciding  with  the  opinion  of  the  pnsiding  Grand 
Officer,  we  are  of  the  oouTiction  that  Masonic  courtesy  requires  that  in  all  matters 
of  practical  moment,  his  riews  should  first  be  sought.  Local  regulations  rary  so 
materially,  that  this  precedence  ought  always  to  be  granted  to  the  llasonic  Chief 
When  the  official  reply  is  once  giyen,  it  is,  of  course,  open  to  general  comment, 
either  for  approval  or  disagreement.  The  ensuing  Grand  Communication  may  either 
sustain  or  disapprove,  and  this  fixes  the  local  law  until  subsequent  modfication. 


-*In  our  monthly  excerpts  for  August,  we  quoted  a  humorous  rtswne  from  the  Bo§- 
ton  Courier,  of  Michelet's  "Woman;"  and  here  in  our  "Table"  we  give  a  true 
woman's  thoughts  about  a  contemporaneous  publication,  "Thb  Mjbmoibb  of 
Raohbl : " 

"  I  closed  this  book  with  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  that  was  positive  displeas- 
ure. The  writer  could  certainly  never  have  known  Rachel  personally,  or  he  was 
incapable  of  comprehending  her  character,  or  he  deemed  it  worthless  to  present  it 
in  its  entirety  for  his  readers'  comprehension,  or  he  was  prejudiced  and  would  not 
be  just  to  her.  Whichever  was  the  case,  he  has  proved  himself  unfit  for  her  biog- 
rapher. He  has  indeed  favored  us  with  a  very  clever  account  of  the  public  career 
of  the  artiste;  he  has  given  us  a  list  of  the  plays  in  her  repertoire;  he  has  described 
her  appearance  before  the  footlights ;  her  manners  in  society,  and  acquainted  us 
with  the  faculties  and  propensities  she  evinced  in  business  afiairs.  But  in  this  he 
has  only  informed  us  of  what  all  Paris  must  have  known ;  of  what  America  might 
have  known ;  for  I  venture  to  assert,  he  has  uttered  nothing  which  the  feuilletoM 
have  not  published  before  him.  Of  the  life  of  the  woman,  he  has  given  us  little 
intimation ;  of  the  peculiar  experience  of  joys  and  sorrows,  of  trials  and  sufferings 
that  fell  to  her  lot,  that  moulded  her  character  and  proved  her  discipline,  he  has 
made  no  revelation.  Had  she  no  heart,  no  soul,  as  we  are  led  to  judge  from  his 
absolute  neglect  to  mention,  or  absolute  ignorance  of  their  existence  ?  Had  such 
transcendent  genius  as  she  exhibited,  such  perfect  conception  of  beauty  and  gran- 
deur and  sublimity  as  she  evinced,  no  alliances  with,  no  origin  in  tender  feeling,  pro- 
found sentiment,  or  passionate  inspiration  ?  I  will  not  yet  believe  it.  I  protest  that 
the  character  which  he  has  portrayed,  by  withholding  the  information  which  would 
most  enlighten,  and  which  might  greatly  modify,  is  roost  unjust  and  reprehensible ; 
and  I  am  angry  that  one  should  have  presumed  thus  to  profane  the  illustrious  dead." 

This  goes  to  the  heart  of  the  matter,  and  we  shall  be  excused  for  quoting  still 
further  from  this  writer  : 

"  I  am  incensed,  when  an  evidently  worldly  man  attempts  to  explore  and  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  depths  of  a  woman's  character,  so  far  beyond  his  limit  and  com- 
prehension." 

"  The  other  day  I  read  'Lola  Montez'  Lectures.'  She  is  another  strong,  brave, 
shrewd  individual  woman,  endowed  with  keen,  quick  intellect;  with  many  noble 
traits,  but  not  great  delicacy  or  perfect  principles.  I  feel  grieved  when  I  think  of 
her — ^regretting  that  she  is  not  all  she  might  have  been — and  yet,  that  the  world  has 
been  unjust  to  her.    She  could  have  done  so  much  if  she  had  only  done  her  best 
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—  Shadows  are  we  all.  To-daj,  as  we  came  near  our  office,  we  found  a 
throng  impeding  progress  bj  the  door.  An  nnftyrtnnate  operatiye  mason,  by 
the  fall  of  a  derrick  used  in  hoisting  stone  for  the  magnifloent  new  "  Sherman 
House,"  was  thrown  from  the  sixth  storf  across  the  entire  street  to  the  flagging  of 
the  side-walk  almost  at  our  feet  His  blood  was  still  warm  npon  the  cnrb-etone  as 
we  passed— bnt  he  who  a  few  moments  before  stood  erect  in  all  the  pride  and 
strength  of  yonthfbl  manhood,  was  now  a  shapeless  corpse.  We  can  hear  eren 
now  the  wail  of  the  bereaved  widow  and  the  orphans,  bat  as  for  him— - 

"  After  IMi'f  fltftil  feTOT,  he  daept  ntH  !*> 

Who  can  hare  the  heart  to  wish  the  dead  back  again  in  this  tronblons  lift  ? 
What  heart  worn  by  the  ceaseless  cares  and  toils  of  oar  haman  life,  fettered  to  its 
roagh  uses,  and  torn  by  its  corroding  anxieties,  is  not  ready  to  say : 

"  Th«  dreams  for  which  men  wlih  to  UTe, 

Or  due  to  die;  the  gilded  ekrad 
Ofglorr  o'er  the  tomb,  I  'd  slve 

For  nlenee  end  a  ahroad!** 

We  monm  for  the  living,  bat  for  him  that  now  has  reached  the  other  sphere — 
we  entrust  the  child  to  the  All-Fathbb — ^knowing  that  He  doeth  all  things 
well,  and  that  from  the  darkness  of  human  sorrow  shall  be  commanded  the  light 
of  spiritual  joy.    Weep  not  for  the  dead — ^but  for  the  living. 


-*  The  Festivals  of  the  Sts.  John  are  regular  meetings  recognized  by  the  Old 
Regulations,  by  Masons  thronghoat  Christendom  and  by  most  of  the  Constitutions 
of  the  Grand  Lodges.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  particularly  recognues 
them  in  its  Constitution.  Lodge  meetings  opon  those  days  are  regular,  bat  not 
obligatory.  Being  days  of  festival,  in  accordance  with  ancient  usage,  balloting  for 
candidates  or  work  oaght  not  to  be  entered  upon  or  carried  on.  Still,  unless  pro- 
hibited by  local  regulation,  work  done  at  these  meetings  may  be  considered  lawful 
and  binding.  Each  Subordinate  Lodge  has  a  right  to  make  the  Sts.  John  meetings 
obligatory,  as  other  regulars,  unless  prohibited  by  local  regulaUon.  Sec.  1,  Art. 
y,  of  the  Grand  Constitution  of  Michigan,  especially  provides  for  the  exercise  of 
this  power. 

-*  Speaking  of  local  regulations,  we  have  been  not  a  little  amused  at  some  of 
the  grave  comments  in  several  of  the  Reports  of  F.  C.  upon  decisions  based  upon 
such  local  enactments.  Thus,  a  former  Grand  Master  of  Michigan  decided  (and 
was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge)  that  balloting  for  the  second  or  third  degrees 
ought  not  to  take  place  at  any  except  regular  communications^  whereupon  the 
good  Brother  solemnly  coincides,  but  says  the./irtt  degree  ought  to  have  been  includ- 
ed 1  Our  Michigan  Brothers,  by  consulting  Sec.  2,  Art  VI,  of  their  Grand  Con- 
stitution, may  possibly  see  why  the  first  degree  was  not  specially  designated  by  their 
Grand  Master. 

Again,  the  Michigan  Grand  Master  decided  that  the  effect  of  a  foul  ballot  in 
stopping  the  progress  of  a  candidate,  is  to  be  settled  by  the  laws  of  the  Lodge,  and 
this  is  considered  an  error,  "  if  the  Subordinate  Lodge  is  meant *'  Now,  as  the 
Grand  Lodge  had  decided  that  balloting  can  only  occur  at  "  regulars,"  and  as  no 
"  entire  period  "  is  provided  in  the  Constitution,  of  course  the  Subordinate  Lodge 
in  Michigan  can  manage  (to. internal  affair  in  their  own  way. 

Another — "A  Lodge  may  fine  a  Committee  for  neglect  of  daty,"  to  which  the 
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Brother  criticising  says :  "  We  doubt  the  propriety  of  the  measure."  Now,  as  the 
Grand  Master  expressed  exactly  the  same  donbt,  or  rather  stated  it  to  be  "  very 
objectionable  as  a  matter  of  good  policy/'  does  not  the  Brother  (unwittingly,  per- 
haps,) pat  the  Grand  Blaster  in  a  wrong  position  ?  The  old  records  show  no  prao- 
tioe  more  common  than  fines  for  neglect  of  this  kind,  although  in  those  old  times, 
it  is  to  be  regretted,  the  fines  mnlcl^  were  often  of  a  vinoos  or  ardent  nature. 

We  might  mention  other  instances  of  a  similar  kind,  but  those  given  will  answer 
as  specimen  bricks.  We  have  noticed  these  merely  as  illustrative  of  the  fact  that 
even  when  the  best  of  Masonic  feeling  is  manifested,  local  usages  and  consequent 
prepossessions  will  shape  the  interpretation  of  Masonic  law.  In  our  opinion,  gen- 
eral Masonic  law  is  as  simple  as  the  Decalogue,  and  needs  no  commentaries.  The 
varied  local  regulations  are  all  that  befog  the  matter.  We  do  not  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered as  captious,  but  we  sometimes  dream  of  Masonry  as  freed  from  all  these  at 
one  fell  swoop— and  yet  finding  that  it  "  still  lives." 

Whilst  this  particular  paper  is  before  us  we  may  as  well  notice  another  item  of 
criticism,  which  is  of  the  16th  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  Jan., 
1860,  viz :  (we  quote  in  full)  "A  brother  under  charges  can  vote  upon  all  matters 
except  the  charges  against  him.  We  doubt  the  propriety  of  this  decision.  The 
brother  under  charges  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  the  equal,  in  all  respects,  of  one 
who  is  free  from  such  a  condition."  If  by  the  words  "  not  in  all  respects,"  is  in- 
tended, not  in  respect  to  the  charges  against  him,  then  the  reviewer  agrees  precisely 
with  the  Grand  Master ;  but  if  he  includes  any  other  respects  than  those  of  the 
chaiges,  then  he  places  Masons  in  the  singular  condition  of  being  considered  guilty 
until  proved  innocent  I    There  is  no  escape  from  this  dilemma. 


—  Among  the  various  methods  of  clinching  an  argument,  pro  or  con,  common 
with  Masonic  controversialists,  reference  to  the  "  Greneral  Regulations  and  Ancient 
Constitutions  "  is  perhaps  the  most  frequent  of  all.  Unfortunately,  however,  it 
happens  that  these  have  been  notoriously  departed  from  by  every  Grand  Lodge 
in  existence.  This  reference  reminds  us  of  Lord  Shaftesbury's  observations 
about  the  appeal  of  all  parties  and  sects  to  the  trial  of  common  sense.  **  But  when 
issue  was  joined,  and  the  cause  examined  at  the  bar,  there  could  be  no  judgment 
given.  No  one  would  offer  to  call  the  authority  of  the  court  in  question ;  till  a 
gentleman  whose  good  understanding  was  never  yet  brought  in  doubt,  desired  the 
company  very  gravely  that  they  would  tell  him  what  common  sense  was.  If  the 
majority  were  to  determine  common  sense,  it  would  change  as  often  as  men 
changed.  That  which  was  according  to  common  sense  to-day,  would  be  the  con- 
trary to-morrow,  or  soon  after." 


—  We  laughed  "  consumedly  "  the  other  day  at  a  worthy  anti-masonic  friend  of 
ours  who  had  fallen  in  with  a  recent  "  Expose  of  Masonry."  I  can  tell  you  all 
about  it,  said  he,  and  a  pretty  good  joke  on  you  aproned  fellows  into  the  bargain. 
You  blindfold  a  fellow,  walk  him  around  and  around  till  you  come  to  a  coffin  with 
a  skeleton  in  it,  and  then  take  off  his  blinds,  and  some  one  asks,  "  Is  this  he  who 
brought  you  hither  ?"  The  other  day  a  friend  of  mine  on  being  asked  this  ques- 
tion in  the  usual  form,  cocked  his  eye  at  the  "  Jimmy,"  and  slowly  and  solemnly 
answered  :  "  I  don't  know — it  may  be,  but  if  it  is,  you  will  allow  me  to  observe 
— ^  'sfell  oioqy  the  d-^-dut," 


146  Ediiar'i  Taik.  [September, 

—  The  Committee  on  the  Bitiialand  Drill  of  the  Gnmd  EneanupmeBt  are,  while 
we  are  writing,  actively  engaged  in  the  ditcharge  of  their  important  dnties  in  thft 
city  of  New  York.  Before  we  finally  go  to  press  we  hope  to  chronicle  the  sne- 
cesfiful  termination' of  their  labors.  We  consider  the  Committee  selected  by  the 
Grand  Encampment  the  very  best  which  could  have  been  chosen.  When  we  men- 
tion that  Sir  W.  W.  Mitchell  of  Chicago,  and  Sir  W.  H.  Drew  of  New  York  are  two 
of  its  members,  we  need  say  nothing  more  to  inspire  the  Christian  Chivalry  of  the 
North- West  with  entire  confidence  that  whatever  is  done,  will  be  well  and  fitly 
done. 


—  We  have  received,  and  shall  notice  next  month — 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  Jane,  1860. 

"     Commandery  of  New  Jersey,  1860. 

**     Lodge  of  Maryland,  May,  1860. 

"     R.  A.  Chapter  of  Maine,  1860. 


ti  It 
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"  '*  "     Lodge  of  Indiana,  1860. 

"  "  "     Chapter  of  Indiana,  1860. 


Oration  of  Hon.  W.  K.  Parrish,  P.M.,  on  occasion  of  the  Festival  of  St  John 
the  Baptist,  at  Carbondale,  III.,  Jnne  22d,  1860. 

Also,  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Illinois  from  its  oiganization 
to  the  present  time.    Thanks  to  the  Gr.  Recorder,  Sir  Wm.  H.  Tamer. 


—  A  few  days  ago  we  were  attempting  to  pnt  in  practice  the  Masonic  virtne  ot 
peacemaking  between  certain  individuals  of  a  belligerent,  dispatatioos  habit.  Jadge 
of  the  editorial  surprise  when  one  of  the  combatants  tamed  upon  us  after  this  fash- 
ion :  "  It 's  no  use  talking,  Dr. — ^perhaps  yon  are  all  right,  but  do  you  recollect  old 
Rufe  H.'s  speech  at  the  time  of  the  mob  up  in  P.  V*  We  smiled  sadly,  and  turned 
away  to  finish  our  "  Table."  It  seems  the  wildcat  bank  at  P.  unexpectedly  closed  its 
doors,  leaving  "  the  bill  holders  responsible  "  for  a  large  circulation  afloat.  Not  rel- 
ishing the  impending  loss,  quite  a  mob  of  depositors  and  other  creditors  of  the  bank 
assembled,  and  in  their  wrath  were  on  the  point  of  breaking  in  and  possessing 
themselves  of  the  corporation  assets  by  force.  At  this  juncture  the  Directors  be- 
sought "  Rufe  "  to  make  a  speech,  and,  if  possible,  pacify  the  crowd.  Mounting  a 
dry  goods  box,  he  "  pitched  in  "  eloquently  in  the  support  of  law  and  order,  peace 
and  good  will.  In  winding  up  his  telling  harangue,  he  exclaimed :  "  Fellow  Citu 
tens,  within  the  vault  of  that  institution  is  my  note  for  a  thousand  dollars,  now 
gone  to  protest  these  six  months.  What  do  you  suppose  would  be  the  feelings  of  my 
poor  wife  and  innocent  children  if  a  mthless  mob  should  now  break  open  that  vault, 
and  in  the  ensuing  disorder,  that  note,  mt  note,  should  be  lost  or  destroyed  V  It 
is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  people  quietly  departed,  each  to  his  own  place. 

—  A  great  many  people  worship  what  they  term  common  sense.  Has  it  ever 
occurred  to  you.  Reader,  that  scarcely  has  there  been  an  instance  of  progress  in  all 
history  but  what  has  been  denounced  as  opposed  to  this  assumed  power  ?  "  Yon 
must  have  a  feeling,  a  faith  in  whatever  is  self-sacrificing  and  divine,  whether  in  reli- 
gion or  in  art,  in  glory  or  in  love,  or  common  sense  will  reason  you  ont  of  the  sae- 
rifice,  and  a  syllogism  will  debase  the  divine  to  an  article  in  the  mai^et."  Common 
sense,  as  populariy  designated,  does  not  believe  in  soul  or  feeling.  It  despii 
inspiration,  and  worships  oomnum-plaoe. 
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—  "  The  nuuterorgan,  soul's  seat,  and  tine  pineal  gland  of  the  Body  Social--^« 
PuBSB."  Thus  defines  sarcastic  Herr  TenfelsdrSckh,  and  our  own  little  experience 
of  hninan  life  has  conyinced  ns  that  the  professor  is  not  far  wrong.  Bat  a  parse 
without  monej  in  it  is  a  still  organ,  an  empty  seat,  an  inactive  pineal  gland  of  a  dead 
Body  SodaL  None  but  doctors  and  editors  can  realize  this  idea  in  all  its  gannt, 
ghastly  and  grotesque  proportions.  Now,  snppose  one  poor  wight  to  combine  alt 
of  these  prereqaisites  to  acute  perception  1  Saturday  aftemoon-^and  the  eatables 
for  Sunday  non-comeatibuB,  cash  notHiiscoverable,  grope  he  never  so  indnstrioosly  in 
each  pocket  of  the  habiliments  fast  going  to  seed — stay  1  here  is  a  hole  in  this 
pocket,  perhaps  the  money  escaped  throngh  this  unhappy  aperture  I  Alas,  no, 
the  escape  was  from  the  outlet  in  the  upper  part  thereof.  We  watched  the  coins — 
how  they  did  melt  into  the  thinness  and  void  waste  of  past  time  \  And  now,  the 
"solitary  and  alone "  last  " Mexican,"  how  it  broke  into  halves,  and  quarters,  and 
tenths,  and  "nicks" — "small  by  degrees  and  beantifnlly  less  " — 

**  Slowly  and  ndly  w»  laid  them  down, 
And  bitt«rly  thought  of  tfao  morrow  !"— 

Of  the  morrow,  upon  which  potatoes  and  eggs,  and  butter  and  mackerel  must  be 
possessed,  or  else  hunger  seize  upon  human  entrails !  "  Put  money  in  thy  purse !" 
Excellent  counsel,  most  oracular  Polonins — ^bnt  how  to  do  it — "  aye,  there 's  the 
rub!"  "Barkis  is  willin',"  but  Fortune,  the  coy  jade,  is  anything  but  "willin'." 
—I  have  it,  I'll  face  her  uttermost  frown,  and  "  boldly  dare  the  danger  nature 
shrinks  from!"  I'll  borrow!  "Methought  I  heard  <Mt  Unclb'  wj.'you'U 
borrow !' " 

Three  balls,  or  one,  that  is  the.  question.  Whether  it  is  better  to  front  the  scion 
of  Israel  with  the  relics  of  better  days ;  or  with  a  single  ball  and  fearsome  tube, 
and  "  vile  saltpetre,"  end  the  necessity  for  personal  use  of  potatoes  and  mackerel — 
"  doubt  waits  upon  the  argument !"    Beautiful  is  Mr.  Bryant's  description  of  him 

who  is 

"  Su8tiin«d  and  soothM  bj  ul  unfUtering  tbust  "— 

hut,  Heumihit  "No  Tbust"  is  posted  on  the  portals  of  all  Chicago  provision 
houses. 


—  The  worst  pun  we  have  seen  lately  is  about  the  gallant  Zouaves.  The  editor 
of  the  New  York  Medical  GazdU  asserts  that  they  are  Zowive^ter  in  modo,  etjorti- 
ter  in  re,    [Reese  f]    Our  classical  brothers  will  appreciate. 


—  Since  writing  a  previous  paragraph,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  inter- 
view with  Sir  W.  W.  Mitchell,  of  the  Committee  on  Work  and  Drill  of  the 
Grand  Encampment.  So  far  as  the  Committee  have  progressed  in  their  work,  we 
are  confident  that  it  must  meet  the  full  approbation  of  all  Sir  Knights.  The 
exoteric  drill  is  based  upon  the  Hardee  tactics,  and,  of  course,  is  wholly  unexcep- 
tionable. We  are  exceedingly  gratified  to  find  that  very  little  change  is  found 
requisite  from  that  method  with  which  the  chivalry  of  the  North-West  have  been 
familiar.  Pending  the  completion  of  the  duty  of  the  Committee,  we  feel  com- 
pelled to  urge  upon  the  Sir  Knights  to  avoid  all  innovations  or  changes,  of  what- 
ever character.  Wait  for  the  orders  which  come  down  the  line  I  Save  your  money 
for  that  which  may  profit — do  not  be  deceived  by  pretenders  of  any  sort  The 
"  Law  and  the  Testimony  "  will  be  received  by  all  the  Subordinates  of  the  Grand 
Encampment  "without  money  and  without  price." 
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—  Our  sanctum  has  recently  been  gladdened  by  the  presence  of  Sir  W.  A.  Cun- 
ningham, of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri ;  Sir  W.  C.  Ransom,  of  Fort  Scott,  Kansas  ; 
Rev.  Bro.  Anderson,  of  St.  Joseph,  Michigan ;  Sir  H.  Stanley  Goodwin,  of  Wil- 
liamsport,  Penn.,  and  many  others  whom  the  Fraternity  in  honoring  is  honored. 
Bro.  Morris,  of  the  "  Voice,"  left  his  name  upon  our  slate,  but  we  are  still  *'  re- 
fusing to  be  comforted  because  we  were  not "  at  home.  We  shall  mark  thaC  day 
with  a  white  stone  when  we  meet  him  again. 


—  We  are  indebted  to  our  erer-belored  Bra,  Sir  W.  C.  Ransom,  for  the  follow- 
ing item,  which  he  writes  upon  our  table.  In  the  next  No.  he  favors  us  with  a 
longer  article. 

"  A  return  to  the  manner  and  customs  of  ancient  times  was  the  meeting  recently 
held  by  our  Brethren  of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  2,  at  Nebraska  City.  They, 
unfortunately,  having  been  deprived  of  their  Lodge  room  by  the  conflagration  which 
swept  over  their  city  last  spring,  and  having  work  to  do,  repaired  to  the  top  of  a 
high  prairie-hill  which  overlooks  the  town,  and  there,  beneath  the  '  starry  arched 
heaven/  with  nothing  to  interrupt  the  solemn  stillness  of  the  night  but  the  gentle 
ripple  of  the  majestic  Missouri,  or  the  plaintive  note  of  the  whip-poor-will,  (save 
when  the  tocsin  tolled  low  twelve,)  they  raised  a  Brother  to  the  sublime  degree. 
Dull,  indeed,  would  be  the  intellect  that,  under  circumstances  such  as  these,  failed 
to  realize  the  solemn  realities  to  which  the  ritual  of  the  Third  Degree  so  beautifully 
alludes.  We  will  warrant  that  that  Brother  will  never  foiget  the  ceremonies  of 
that  night" 


—  The  Freemawnf  conducted  by  Bro.  R.  C.  F.  Rayhouser,  Indianapolis,  we  are 
pleased  to  see  again  upon  our  table,  largely  improved,  notwithstanding  its  recent 
passage  through  the  ordeal  of  fire.  We  are  assured  that  our  Indiana  Brothers  will 
have,  in  this  Magazine,  a  readable  and  reliable  exponent,  and  we  trust  they  will 
step  forward  at  once  and  give  it  a  generous  support.  Nothing  conduces  so  much 
to  warm  the  editorial  pen  as  to  understand  that  the  Printer  and  the  Publisher  are 
being  adequately  rewarded.  We  €ope  that  "  everybody  "  in  Indiana  will  take  the 
Freemason,  and  joyfully  pay  over  his  two  dollars  therefor,  in  advance,  and  then, 
under  its  genial  teachings,  disburse  two  more  for  The  Abhulb.  Of  course 
"everybody"  has  to  read  them,  if  he  would  prove  other  than  the  veriest  "old 
fogey  "  in  the  Craft. 

Here's  our  q;^,  Bro.  Rayhouser.    Success  to  you  and  yours. 


-•♦•-^ 


[Published  bt  Order  of  the  G.  M.  of  Ilunois.] 

Aurora,  Illinois,  August  1st,  A.  L.  5860. 
Brethren  : — At  a  regular  communication  of  Aurora  Lodge  No.  254,  of  A.  F. 
and  A.  M.,  held  July  25th,  A.  L.  5860,  William  W.  Walker  was  expelled  from  all 
the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  for  gross  unmasonic  conduct. 

Htt  is  twenty-nine  years  old,  five  feet  six  inches  in  height,  black  hair,  dark  eyes, 
prominent  features,  and  florid  complexion. 
Take  due  notice  thereof,  and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 

Mbltih  Tarblb,  Sec, 


'» 


